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COMMITTEE'S  ANNOUNCEMENT. 


THE  Committee  entrusted  with  the  publication  of  this 
Memorial  Volume  have  held  frequent  meetings  at  which 
various  questions  pertaining  to  the  plan  and  style  of  the 
proposed  work  have  been  considered.  In  the  early  stage  of 
preparation  and  in  the  progress  of  the  work  the  judgment  of 
the  Committee  has  often  been  expressed.  Thus  the  Commit- 
tee is  prepared  to  accept  responsibility  for  the  size  and  expense 
of  the  volume,  for  the  general  character  of  its  contents,  for  the 
number  of  biographical  sketches  presented  and  the  number  of 
illustrations  shown.  It  also  accepts  a  just  measure  of  responsi- 
bility for  the  arrangement  of  the  several  parts  of  the  work,  as 
likewise  for  the  fullness  of  detail  which  characterizes  the  ac- 
count of  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  Grand  Lodge  and  the 
various  supplementary  exhibits  and  statements  of  special  inter- 
est to  the  Masons  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  Historian  of  the  Grand  Lodge  has  prepared  the  historical 
and  biographical  portions  of  the  work  and  as  Editor  has  exer- 
cised, under  the  sanction  of  the  Committee,  a  general  super- 
vision. 

The  Grand  Secretary  has  compiled  and  arranged  a  complete 
record  of  the  Centennial  Celebration,  with  appropriate  mem- 
oranda relating  thereto,  and  has  also  furnished  statistical  and 
other  information  showing  the  progress  and  present  condition 
of  the  various  Masonic  organizations  in  this  jurisdiction. 

The  Memorial  Volume  now  sent  forth  is  a  publication  broad 
in  its  purposes  and  scope,  treating  numerous  topics  of  historic 
interest,  as  related  to  both  men  and  events,  and  presenting  much 
information  which  is  of  present  and  practical  value.  It  is  issued 
in  a  substantial  and  attractive  form,  but  at  a  moderate  cost,  the 
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desire  of  the  Committee  being  that  the  work  should  be  placed 
within  easy  reach  of  all  Masonic  brethren  in  the  jurisdiction. 
It  is  commended  to  their  patronage  in  the  earnest  hope  that  it 
may  contribute  to  the  dissemination  of  Masonic  knowledge,  that 
it  may  serve  to  perpetuate  the  excellent  record  which  Freema- 
sonry has  made  for  itself  in  Rhode  Island  and  to  promote  that 
goodly  fellowship  and  benign  service  which  constitute  the  glory 
of  the  Masonic  Institution. 

The  Committee  cannot  close  this  announcement  without  a 
brief  reference  to  M.\  W.  \  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  from  the  outset  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
March  3,  1892.  His  services  in  arranging  for  the  Celebration 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  its.  one  hundredth  anniversary  were 
varied  and  important,  and  his  presence  and  words  on  that  occa- 
sion contributed  not  a  little  to  its  success.  He  was  a  rare  man, 
eminent  for  his  social  qualities,  an  accomplished  Freemason,  a 
wise  and  capable  leader  in  the  Fraternity,  a  friend  and  brother, 
the  memory  of  whose  words  and  virtues  shall  long  abide. 


Edward  L.  Freeman, 
Edwin  Baker, 
Henry  VV.  Rugg,  / 
Henry  C.  Armstrong,' 
George  H.  Kenyon,  / 


Elisha  H.  Rhodes, 
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PREFACE. 


HE  publication  of  this  work  is  the  outcome  of  the  cele- 


bration by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  of  its  One 


Hundredth  Anniversary.  That  Centennial  occasion,  June 
24,  1891,  was  observed  in  a  notable  manner,  with  exercises  of  an 
appropriate  and  edifying  character.  Members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  other  influential  brethren  expressed  a  generally  con- 
current judgment  in  favor  of  publishing  a  Souvenir  or  Memorial 
Volume  to  mark  the  successful  celebration  and  to  set  forth  its 
prominent  features.  As  first  suggested  the  plan  of  the  work 
was  less  comprehensive  than  that  which  was  finally  adopted.  It 
was  enlarged  to  allow  the  presentation  of  considerable  additional 
matter  and  to  permit  a  more  ample  treatment  of  several  impor- 
tant subjects  brought  under  review.  This  broadening  of  the 
plan,  it  was  believed,  would'  contribute  to  the  permanent  value 
of  the  work. 

As  now  sent  forth  this  volume  includes  an  examination  of  a 
number  of  Masonic  questions  which  are  of  general  as  well  as 
local  interest.  The  author  did  not  wish  to  trace  the  steps  of 
Masonic  progress  in  Rhode  Island  without  first  giving  some 
consideration  to  the  rise  and  progress  of  Freemasonry  as  a 
system  and  as  an  organization.  It  seemed  to  be  fitting  that 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  introduction  of  Freemasonry 
into  this  country,  including  the  question  of  priority  of  organi- 
zation, before  proceeding  to  describe  the  establishment  of  the 
Fraternity  in  this  State,  and  to  set  in  order  the  important  events 
which  mark  its  early  career.  This  volume  is  not  likely  to  be 
less  favorably  regarded  because  it  treats  of  some  matters  per- 
taining to  general  Masonic  history,  nor  for  the  reason  that  it 
contains  a  summarized  account  of  the  Capitular  and  Cryptic 
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systems,  of  Templary,  and  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  with  supple- 
mental exhibits  as  to  the  condition  of  these  bodies  in  Rhode 
Island. 

Especial  attention,  however,  has  been  given  to  the  history  of 
Symbolic  Masonry  in  Rhode  Island  as  shown  by  the  records  of 
Subordinate  Lodges  and  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  biographi- 
cal sketches  of  Grand  Masters  and  of  other  Craftsmen  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  Rhode  Island 
form  an  important  feature  of  the  work.  It  is  a  matter  of 
regret  that  in  several  instances  the  material  was  not  available 
for  such  fullness  of  detail  as  was  desired.  In  this  connection 
it  may  be  stated  that  while  much  industrious  care  has  been  ex- 
ercised in  searching  for  information  respecting  Masonic  events 
and  persons,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  prepare  a  clear  and 
complete  account  in  respect  to  many  points  of  Masonic  interest. 
Some  things  of  historic  value  have  gone  into  oblivion,  or  the 
record  is  uncertain;  but  the  statements  which  are  presented  on 
the  following  pages  are  believed  to  be  generally  accurate,  al- 
though often  limited  by  the  existing  conditions. 

The  Historian  gratefully  acknowledges  his  indebtedness  to 
numerous  Brethren  for  helpful  suggestions,  and  for  the  furnish- 
ing of  material  and  the  verifying  of  obscure  data,  as  related  to 
the  historical  and  biographical  portions  of  this  work.  Among 
the  number  of  those  who  have  rendered  direct  and  personal  aid 
he  would  mention  the  following:  M.\  W.\  Bro.  J.  H.  Drum- 
mond,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Maine;  M.\  W.\  Bro. 
Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Massa- 
chusetts; M.\  W.  ■.  Bro.  E.  L.  Freeman,  Past  Grand  Master 
of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island;  R.\  \V.\  Bro.  Edwin  Baker, 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  ;  and 
R.\  W.\  Bros.  George  M.  Carpenter,  Henry  C.  Field  and 
Ara  Hildreth  ;  also  W.\  Bros.  George  H.  Burnham  and  David 
Stevens,  all  of  this  jurisdiction.  To  these  Brothers  the  thanks 
of  the  Historian  are  herewith  tendered. 

While  this  Memorial  Volume,  associated  with  a  special  occa- 
sion, shows  the  conditions  of  organized  Freemasonry  in  Rhode 
Island  all  along  the  way  from  the  beginning  to  the  celebration 
of  the  Centennial  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  it  touches  incidentally 
upon  matters  of  philosophy  and  principle  related  to  the  very 
life  of  the  Institution.     Portions  of  the  work  reflect  the  author's 
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views  on  some  of  those  questions  of  interest  pertaining  to  the 
Masonic  system,  and  especially  to  the  moral  elements  which  are 
distinctive  in  its  expression.  The  Historian  out  of  his  knowl- 
edge of  an  Institution  with  which  he  has  been  actively  identified 
since  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  out  of  his  strong  love 
for  the  Fraternity  whose  fellowship  he  has  enjoyed  for  so  con- 
siderable a  period,  has  written  the  portions  of  the  work  which 
have  passed  under  his  review,  making  plain  avowals  of  his  opin- 
ions and  ever  seeking  in  all  fairness  to  treat  the  various  sub- 
jects to  which  his  thought  and  judgment  have  been  applied. 

While  aware  of  the  incompleteness  of  the  work,  and  that  it 
by  no  means  reaches  the  full  ideal,  yet  the  writer,  because  he 
has  put  much  careful  and  patient  labor  into  its  preparation,  and 
because  of  the  wealth  of  other  material  it  contains,  indulges 
the  hope  that  it  may  be  received  by  the  Craft  of  Rhode  Island 
with  a  good  measure  of  favor,  that  it  may  accomplish  a  desired 
mission  of  interest  and  edification,  and  that  it  may  tend  under 
the  Divine  blessing  to  the  increasing  usefulness  and  glory  of 
the  Masonic  Institution. 

Henry  W.  Rugg. 

Providence,  R.  I.,  April  19,  1895. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


ORIGIN  AND  EVOLUTION  OF  FREEMASONRY. 

C  REE  MASON  RY  has  a  just  prestige  of  antiquity. 
*  It  is  an  evolution  of  principles  and  forces  clearly 
recognizable  in  our  survey  of  a  remote  past.  In  its 
modern  expression,  regarded  as  a  system  and  institu- 
tion, it  represents  a  growth  of  ideas  fundamental  in 
human  association  during  every  period  of  the  world's 
.  historv. 

The  principle  of  fraternity  is  the  one  vital,  produc- 
ing element  in  the  organic  life  of  Freemasonry.  That 
principle  made  some  witness  of  itself  in  earliest  time, 
and  all  down  the  centuries  it  has  been  the  strongest 
bond  of  fellowship  and  service  among  men.  When- 
ever and  wherever  God  has  been  recognized  as  Fa- 
ther, naturally  there  has  been  some  apprehension  of 
the  proper  relation  of  His  children  one  to  another, 
and  out  of  such  convictions  have  come  the  manifesta- 
tions of  brotherly  regard  and  helpfulness.  Thence 
came  the  associations  of  friendship  and  of  mutual 
interest,  the  establishment  of  societies  within  whose 
lines  men  animated  by  a  common  faith  and  purpose 
might  hold  secret  communion,  co-operate  for  the  gen- 
eral good,  thus  making  their  lives  larger,  freer,  and 
happier  than  otherwise  they  could  be.    As  brothers 
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they  came  together,  stood  together,  were  known  and 
recognized  among  themselves  by  secret  tests  of  which 
the  outside  world  had  no  knowledge. 

As  the  outcome  of  this  fraternal  principle — as  the 
development  of  ideas  fundamental  to  the  interests  of 
related  life — as  the  result  of  a  process  of  evolution 
affecting  systems  and  societies  which  represented,  to 
some  extent  at  least,  the  purpose  of  brotherhood,  the 
Masonic  institution  came  into  being.  It  is  to  be  re- 
garded,  therefore,  as  the  product  of  forces  and  ten- 
dencies long  active,  the  development  of  principles 
which  have  been  potent  in  old-time  associations, 
between  which  and  itself  a  close  bond  of  kindredness 
may  be  traced. 

This  being  the  fact,  we  need  not  concern  ourselves 
over  much  about  the  origin  of  Freemasonry,  as 
though  the  beginning  of  its  life  could  be  exactly 
determined  and  every  phase  of  its  growing,  develop- 
ing career  marked  out.  It  is  enough  that  we  find 
its  pervading  principle  in  the  remotest  period  of  the 
past,  and  are  able  to  trace  its  connection  with  sys- 
tems and  associations  which,  by  their  expression  of 
the  fraternal  idea,  have  exercised  a  benign  mission 
among  men. 

It  is  not  without  interest  and  profit,  however,  that 
careful  search  is  made  for  the  antecedents  of  modern 
Freemasonry.  In  the  progress  of  such  a  work  many 
fanciful  theories  must  be  discarded  and  many  un- 
warranted claims  rejected.  Authentic  history  will 
not  justify  the  assertion  that  the  Masonic  institution 
which  we  know  and  admire  has  existed  from  time 
immemorial,  or  even  that  the  present  system  of  sym- 
bolic Freemasonry  can  be  traced  to  the  building  of 
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King  Solomon's  Temple,  at  which  time,  as  some  have 
maintained,  "our  three  Most  Excellent  Grand  Masters" 
governed  a  Craft  organization  such  as  is  now  desig- 
nated by  the  Masonic  name.  When  we  enter  upon 
an  historical  examination  of  the  past  of  Freemasonry 
we  shall  find  that  many  conjectures  respecting  the 
origin  and  character  of  the  Institution  will  not  stand 
the  test  of  intelligent  scrutiny.  We  must  be  prepared 
in  such  a  search,  prosecuted  on  a  scientific  basis,  to 
see  some  of  our  idols  overthrown,  and  to  reach  con- 
clusions perhaps  quite  different  from  those  formerly 
held ;  but  having  a  desire  to  get  at  the  truth  concern- 
ing the  antiquity  of  the  Craft  organization,  we  shall 
find  a  satisfaction  in  all  honest  research  to  that  end. 

At  the  outset  we  should  distinguish  between  tradi- 
tion and  history — between  legends  and  facts.  Tra- 
dition is  always  worth  something  as  evidence ;  and 
when  tradition  is  interwoven  with  symbols,  names, 
events,  and  moves  in  lines  conforming  to  reasonable 
and  fair  deductions,  it  becomes  exceedingly  valuable. 
But  tradition  is  not  history.  Traditionally  there  is 
more  or  less  ground  of  support  for  the  various  theories 
that  Freemasonry  originated  with  the  Eleusinians,  the 
Pythagoreans,  the  Essenes,  the  Druids,  etc.,  but  there 
is  not  one  particle  of  actual  proof  that  the  Masonic 
line  of  descent  is  traceable  from  such  sources. 

It  does  not  establish  the  antiquity  of  Freemasonry 
to  cite  its  legends  and  ceremonies  which  refer  to 
distinguished  personages  and  memorable  events  of  a 
former  age.  In  the  familiar  ritual  of  the  Craft  refer- 
ence is  made  to  Moses,  Joshua,  Aholiab,  Hezaleel,  and 
other  ancient  worthies,  as  though  they  had  belonged 
to  some  association  much  like  the  Masonic  Institution 
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of  to-day;  but  there  is  not  one  particle  of  evidence  that 
these  renowned  Hebrews  had  the  slightest  knowledge 
of  any  system  or  society  to  which  the  name  Masonic 
could  fairly  be  applied.  Precisely  the  same  is  it  with 
the  legends  that  identify  symbolic  Masonry  with  King 
Solomon  and  the  building  of  his  Great  Temple  at 
Jerusalem.  The  symbols  made  use  of  by  the  mod- 
ern Craft,  it  is  urged,  could  have  little  or  no  mean- 
ing apart  from  the  building  of  the  Temple.  The 
references  to  scenes  and  personages — especially  to 
Solomon  and  the  two  Hirams — are  so  numerous  and 
distinct  in  the  Masonic  lectures  as  to  make  it  seem 
almost  a  necessary  inference  that  our  Institution  was 
established  in  the  time  of  Israels  greatest  king.  But 
logically  no  such  conclusion  can  be  reached.  It  is 
not  a  reasonable  deduction,  much  less  a  proposition 
supported  by  historical  evidence,  that  Freemasonry 
dates  back  to  Solomon  s  time  and  made  expression  of 
its  organic  life  in  scenes  and  events  connected  with 
the  construction  of  the  Temple.  The  Craft  legends 
which  point  in  this  direction  do  no  harm  ;  and  the 
moral  significance  of  symbols  and  personages  thus 
made  prominent  in  the  Masonic  ritual  is  alike  attrac- 
tive and  impressive;  but  further  than  this  there  is  no 
warrant  for  proceeding;  and  to  maintain  that  there  is 
an  historic  chain  of  continuity  between  the  building 
of  King  Solomon's  Temple  and  the  Masonic  organ- 
ization of  our  day  is  a  palpable  absurdity. 

In  this  line  of  remark  we  may  venture  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  finding  of  stone  chairs  among  supposed 
Druidic  remains — stone  seats  and  altars  placed  as  are 
the  chairs  and  altar  in  a  modern  Masonic  Lodge, — 
does  not  justify  the  inference  that  such  relics  show 
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the  existence  of  an  ancient  Freemasonry.  They  may 
have  served  a  very  different  purpose.  The  Craft  or- 
ganization not  unlikely  copied  from  the  old  forms  in 
arranging  Lodges,  placing  seats  and  altar,  and  other- 
wise regulating  its  procedure.  Nor  does  the  rinding 
of  Masonic  signs  and  symbols  sculptured  on  stones 
taken  from  ruins  in  the  valley  of  the  Nile  show  con- 
clusively that  Freemasonry  existed  in  ancient  Egypt. 
It  is  certainly  suggestive,  in  a  broad  range  of  thought, 
to  thus  find  the  all-seeing  eye,  the  mosaic  pavement, 
the  blazing  star,  the  square,  the  circle,  and  other  em- 
blems familiar  to  the  modern  Craftsman,  chiseled  upon 
the  walls  of  old  temples  and  shown  upon  tablets  and 
memorials  that  have  lain  under  ground  for  thousands 
of  years.  But  even  these  tangible  witnesses  do  not 
give  the  proof  that  is  needed  to  identify  Freemasonry 
with  those  who  carved  the  Egyptian  stones  and  placed 
thereon  the  symbols  that  distinguish  the  first  three 
degrees.  The  emblems  were  known  in  that  distant 
day;  they  had  meaning;  probably  there  was  an  asso- 
ciation, more  or  less  secret  in  its  character,  that  laid 
special  stress  on  these  signs  and  enacted  peculiar  rites 
connected  therewith.  But  that  Freemasonry  existed 
there  and  then — that  there  were  Lodges  as  now — 
something  the  same  constitution  and  government, — 
with  the  conferring  of  degrees  and  the  obligating  of 
members — is  by  no  means  made  evident.  It  is  alto- 
gether an  assumption  to  declare  of  Freemasonry  that 
it  originated  in  Egypt  and  was  identified  with  the 
building  of  cities  and  temples  in  the  valley  of  the 
Nile. 

From  what  period  may  we  properly  begin  to  reckon 
historical  Freemasonry?   When,  where,  and  by  whom 
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did  the  Institution  come  into  being?  It  is  not  an  easy 
matter  to  answer  these  questions.  Indeed,  as  already 
stated,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  principle 
of  fraternity  was  at  work  for  centuries  in  many  socie- 
ties, and  that  by  the  process  of  growth  and  develop- 
ment — by  moral  evolution — the  Masonic  Institution 
came  at  last  to  be  established.  We  know  its  history 
since  the  formation  of  the  English  Grand  Lodge  in 
the  year  1717.  But  to  affirm  that  the  system  and  the 
organization  were  created  at  that  date,  or  came  then 
to  such  a  fullness  of  development  as  to  be  entitled  for 
the  first  time  to  a  Masonic  designation,  would  be  to 
disregard  not  only  tradition  and  a  mass  of  inferential 
testimony,  but  to  set  aside  documentary  evidence  that 
points  to  an  entirely  different  proposition.  It  is  only 
from  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century  that  the 
organic  life  of  Freemasonry  appears  in  its  present 
form,  affording  records,  documentary  statements,  etc., 
that  leave  no  doubt  what  its  character  and  movements 
have  been.  Since  1717  there  has  been  a  governing 
Body  of  the  Craft,  from  which  organization,  directly 
or  indirectly,  all  Masonic  Lodges  in  existence  trace 
their  origin.  But  the  beginning  of  Freemasonry  in 
name  and  in  substance  goes  far  back  of  that  date. 
There  were  four  old  Lodges  in  London  that  took  part 
in  the  "  Revival  "  and  organized  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England.  The  proof  is  ample  that  there  were  Ma- 
sonic Lodges  in  Great  Britain  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury — Lodges  that  in  many  of  their  features  bore  the 
stamp  of  the  Fraternity  as  it  became  better  known 
and  more  prominent  in  the  following  century. 

The  Masonic  organizations  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury  were  composed  for  the  most  part  of  architects, 
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builders  and  workmen,  who  had  very  practical  ends 
in  view.  They  were  compacted  into  a  close  brother- 
hood for  the  purposes  of  material  help  and  protec- 
tion ;  they  held  regular  meetings,  observed  certain 
forms  of  initiation,  practiced  a  brief  ceremony,  and 
kept  their  proceedings  secret  from  the  world.  Grad- 
ually these  bodies  came  to  admit  honorary  members. 
The  diary  of  Elias  Ashmole,  a  well  known  antiquary 
of  London,  proves  that  he  was  admitted  to  the  privi- 
leges of  a  Masonic  Lodge  in  Warrington,  October  10, 
1G4G.  He  was  the  first  speculative  English  Mason 
of  whom  we  have  a  distinct  account.  He  speaks  of 
others,  like  himself  not  builders  or  operative  Masons, 
who  were  admitted  to  the 44  Fellowship  of  Freemasons." 
The  Chester  Lodge  of  Masons  about  the  same  time 
was  admitting  non-operative  or  speculative  members. 
This  liberalizing  movement  grew  in  favor  and  impor- 
tance until  a  general  modification  of  the  rules  took 
place,  allowing  all  classes  and  professions  to  become 
members.  Just  how  this  transformation  was  brought 
about  remains  very  much  of  a  mystery;  but  of  the 
fact  that  a  society  of  operative  builders  merged  itself 
into  an  organization  having  moral  and  philosophical 
aims  there  can  be  no  question.  The  institution 
adopted  a  distinctive  speculative  form  in  1717,  since 
which  time  the  working  tools  and  other  implements 
have  been  symbolized  and  used  for  moral  purposes, 
while  the  rules  and  practices  of  operative  organiza- 
tions were  adjusted  to  meet  the  somewhat  changed 
conditions. 

Historical  Freemasonry  can  clearly  trace  the  line 
of  its  descent  to  the  organizations  existing  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  back  of  which  appear  the  socie- 
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ties  of  architects  and  builders  prominent  in  Europe 
during  the  Middle  Ages — the  German  Steinmetzen, 
and  other  operative  Masonic  guilds — which  show  a 
well  defined  relation  not  only  to  seventeenth  century 
Freemasonry  but  to  the  Fraternity  as  now  consti- 
tuted. Much  is  still  obscure  respecting  the  guilds  of 
Masons  attached  to  monasteries  in  the  Middle  Ages; 
but  enough  is  known  of  those  ancient  Craftsmen  to 
secure  them  respect  as  men  of  skill,  and  energy,  and 
devout  purpose,  while  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  organ- 
izations in  which  they  held  membership  were  much 
like  the  modern  institution  of  Freemasonry.  They 
were  bodies  of  secret  alliance  and  brotherly  helpful- 
•  ness;  they  had  signs  of  recognition  and  pass  words; 
they  observed  a  ceremony  of  initiation,  made  use  of 
expressive  symbols,  and  gave  strict  regulations  per- 
taining to  the  conduct  of  life.  That  these  influential 
Guilds  were  the  lineal  predecessors  of  the  English 
Craft  organizations  hardly  admits  of  a  doubt.  Bros. 
William  James  Hughan  and  Robert  Freke  Gould, 
who  are  the  best  authority  in  Masonic  matters  to-day, 
both  maintain  a  theory  of  such  an  honorable  descent. 
The  former  distinguished  writer  says:  44  Believing  as 
we  do  that  the  present  association  of  Freemasonry  is 
an  outgrowth  of  the  Building  Corporations  and  Guilds 
of  the  Middle  Ages,  as  also  the  lineal  descendant  and 
sole  representative  of  the  early  Secret  Masonic  So- 
dalities, it  appears  to  us  that  their  ancient  laws  and 
charges  are  especially  worthy  of  preservation,  study, 
and  reproduction." 

Dr.  Albert  G.  Mackey,  in  expressing  an  opinion  on 
this  subject,  says:  44  We  may  trace  our  Institution, 
with  an  older  but  not  dissimilar  form,  in  the  Masonic 
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guilds  of  Europe,  and  in  the  travelling  Freemasons 
of  the  Middle  Ages." 

Beyond  these  medieval  societies  the  path  of  his- 
torical Freemasonry  seems  hedged  up;  but  to  that 
point  there  is  a  very  straight  and  well  marked  course. 
Modern  historical  research  has  shown  the  identifica- 
tion of  the  Freemasonry  of  the  last  and  present  cen- 
turies with  the  organizations  bearing  the  Masonic 
name  that  existed  in  England  and  Scotland  during 
the  seventeenth  century,  while  it  has  likewise  made 
evident  the  fact  of  a  very  close  resemblance  between 
these  Bodies  and  the  Operative  Guilds  that  preceded 
them.  The  records  of  old  Lodges — "Kilwinning" 
and  others — the  "  Schau  statutes  "  and  various  other 
printed  or  manuscript  formulas  of  rules  and  practices, 
the  genuineness  of  which  is  well  authenticated — the 
"  Old  Charges,"  "  Charters,"  and  numerous  other  doc- 
uments, which,  indirectly  if  not  directly,  substantiate 
the  view  taken — constitute  altogether  a  very  satisfac- 
tory basis  on  which  to  rest  the  proposition  that  the 
organic  life  of  Freemasonry  can  be  traced  to  the  Craft 
associations,  the  14  Operative  Guilcfs "  of  the  Middle 
Ages. 

Here  then  is  a  just  claim  of  antiquity  supported 
on  evidence  which  seems  unassailable.  We  follow  a 
clear  line  of  historical  showing,  depending  very  little 
on  legends  and  traditions,  in  tracing  the  connection 
of  our  Institution  with  the  Guilds  and  Crafts  which 
represented  a  worthy  type  of  brotherhood  both  in 
England  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe  four  or  five 
hundred  years  ago.  These  Fraternities  came  as  the 
results  of  growth  and  development,  succeeding  other 
organizations  compacted  in  under  forms  to  meet  less 
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favorable  conditions,  for  always  the  idea  of  brother- 
hood has  had  some  recognition, -becoming  more  and 
more  prominent  in  the  grand  processes  of  moral  evo- 
lution. 

That  Freemasonry  was  moulded  in  somewhat  new- 
forms  about  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century 
cannot  be  questioned.  There  was  a  re-adjustment  of 
its  forces,  a  liberalizing  and  broadening  of  its  work, 
and  notable  changes  in  some  of  its  distinguishing 
features.  Seventeenth  century  Freemasonry,  like  all 
that  went  before  it  bearing  the  name,  did  not  recoq;- 
nize  the  present  system  of  degrees.  The  Building 
Fraternities  of  the  Middle  Ages  did  recognize  grades 
of  honor  and  divisions  of  service,  making  a  classifica- 
tion of  Apprentices,  Fellows  of  the  Craft,  and  Masters, 
suggestive  of  the  present  arrangement  of  degrees,  but 
neither  the  first  named  organizations  nor  the  Masonic 
Lodges  of  the  seventeenth  century  provided  a  cere- 
monial of  three  degrees.  Bro.  Robert  F.  Gould  makes 
a  declaration  that  the  degrees  of  Freemasonry,  as 
recognized  by  the*  Grand  Lodge  of  England  in  172:>, 
were  but  two  in  number.  On  this  point  he  has  given 
a  recent  expression  of  his  views,  as  follows: 

"Proceeding  retrogressively  a  student  of  Masonry  gets  back 
to  1723,  and  finds  in  the  Constitution  of  that  year  a  code  of 
laws  which  by  necessary  implication  assures  him  that  the  de- 
grees then  recognized  were  two  in  number,  doing  back  still 
further,  he  finds,  in  the  Manuscript  Constitutions  of  the  Knglish 
Masons,  that  there  were  two  grades  before  the  era  of  (irand 
Lodges,  those  of  Apprentice  and  Fellow  (or  Master).  The 
statutes  and  minutes  of  the  Scottish  Masons  disclose  the  same 
result,  but  with  the  slight  difference  that  the  first  grade  is 
Entered  Apprentice  and  the  second.  Fellow-Craft  (or  Master). 
Hence  there  would  be  room  for  the  visionary  speculation  that  a 
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new  degree,  or  new  degrees,  had  been  concocted  by  the  founders 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  The  degrees  of  Ancient  Ma- 
sonry were  two  only,  and  those  of  Modern  Masonry  were  the 
same  in  number — at  least  until  1723.  The  esoteric  evidence, 
upon  which  I  cannot  here  enlarge,  points  in  entirely  the  same 
direction." 

Bro.  Wm.  J.  Hughan,  in  treating  the  question  of 
the  alleged  antiquity  of  the  Masters  degree,  reaches 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  recognized  until  after 
1717.  His  statement,  which  is  the  result  of  most 
careful  investigation,  is  as  follows: 

« 

"  I  have  carefully  perused  all  the  known  Masonic  MSS.,  from 
the  14th  century  to  17 17,  (of  which  I  have  either  seen  the  orig- 
inal or  have  certified  copies)  and  have  not  been  able  to  find  any 
reference  to  three  degrees.  The  fact  is,  no  records  mention 
the  degree  of  a  Master  Mason  before  the  second  decade  of  the 
last  century.  The  antiquity  of  the  third  degree  is,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  unsupported  by  documentary  evidence,  as  there  are 
sufficient  facts  already  accumulated  to  prove  its  English  origin, 
in  all  probability,  about  the  year  1720.  The  first  unequivocal 
mention  of  the  third  degree,  occurs  in  the  laws  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  of  date  the  17th  January  1722,  and  1723,  and 
at  the  Grand  Lodge  held  on  November  22.  1725,  on  a  motion 
being  made  that  such  part  of  Article  XIII  of  the  General  Reg- 
ulations to  the  making  of  Masters  only  at  Quarterly  Communi- 
cations, may  be  repealed  ;  and  that  the  Masters  of  each  lodge, 
with  the  consent  of  his  wardens,  and  the  majority  of  the  breth- 
ren being  Masters,  may  make  Masters  at  their  discretion,  and 
it  was  carried  item.  con.  There  exists  printed  evidence,  so  early 
as  A.  D.  1686,  that  several  signs  were  communicated  to  the 
initiates,  and  manuscripts  of  about  the  same  period  also  refer  to 
more  than  the  mere  Masonic  word,  as  respects  England,  but 
none  of  these  mention  degrees;  and  the  laws  then  in  force  prove 
that  these  secrets  were  known  to  all  the  members.  An  examin- 
ation of  the  York  records  proves  that  the  degrees  were  not 
worked  by  the  lodge  of  York  until  the  third  decade  of  the  last 
century.    It  seems  to  me  clear  that  modern  Freemasonry  of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


14 


HISTORY  OF  FREEMASONRY. 


degrees  is  not  only  of  English  origin,  and  a  continuation  of 
ancient  operative  Masonry,  but  that  its  introduction  under  the 
new  arrangement  took  place  in  London  certainly  not  before 
A.  D.  1717." 

This  seems  conclusive  as  regards  the  introduction 
of  the  third  degree  into  the  Masonic  system.  Accept- 
ing the  view  thus  set  forth  by  the  eminent  authorities 
cited,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  re-formation  of  the 
Masonic  system  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century  included  important  changes  of  ritual  and  cer- 
emony, as  well  as  of  government  and  methods  of  pro- 
cedure. Changes  were  introduced,  modifications  of 
former  practices  in  the  administration  of  Craft  affairs 
were  adopted,  and  thus  revised  and  developed,  Free- 
masonry became  animated  with  a  new  life,  whose 
power  for  good  was  more  extensively  felt  than  ever 
before.  The  Masonic  Institution  was  not  created  at 
that  time — its  system  constructed,  its  degrees  and 
ceremonial  then  originated, — as  some  have  assumed, 
but  then  was,  nevertheless,  a  44  new  departure"  in 
many  things.  A  work  of  revision,  re-adjustment,  ex- 
tension and  improvement,  was  then  undertaken  and 
carried  forward,  which  resulted  in  placing  the  Masonic 
fraternity  on  a  more  philosophic  plane  and  greatly 
augmenting  its  usefulness.  From  that  period  until 
now  the  individuality  of  the  system  and  organization 
has  been  well  maintained,  while  its  progress  has  been 
marked  in  movements  and  accomplishments  that  stand 
out  brightly  to  view  and  furnish  inspiration  to  faithful 
Craftsmen  of  the  present  time. 

Thus,  historically,  the  line  of  a  close  connection 
may  be  traced  between  modern  Freemasonry  and  the 
institution  which  to  some  extent  was  re-moulded  and 
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enlarged  in  its  scope  and  purposes  at  the  beginning 
of  the  eighteenth  century;  and,  passing  that  line, 
with  the  Operative  Masons  and  the  Guild  Fraterni- 
ties of  preceding  centuries.  Historical  research  goes 
thus  far  in  binding  the  Masonic  Institution  of  the 
present  to  the  past — in  identifying  the  great  Brother- 
hood as  it  now  exists  with  organizations  of  which  it 
is  undoubtedly  the  lineal  successor.  It  is  a  matter  of 
congratulation  that  so  much  is  established  and  made 
clear  bv  historical  evidence. 

The  antiquity  of  Freemasonry  is  not  limited  by 
the  facts  and  proofs  of  history.  Much  of  its  ancient 
character  and  life  may  be  signified  in  the  legends 
and  traditions  that  have  been  handed  down  from  ajje 
to  age,  and  which  are  now  incorporated  in  Masonic 
lessons  and  symbols.  Tradition  has  its  uses,  and  per- 
haps as  often  points  to  facts,  in  the  substance,  as  to 
fiction.  We  may  not  forget,  therefore,  that  there  is  a 
traditional  as  well  as  an  historical  Freemasonry ;  and 
while  unable  by  any  records  or  direct  evidence  to  sub- 
stantiate the  proposition  that  our  Fraternity  existed 
in  the  remote  past,  that  it  was  allied  with  Roman 
Guilds,  the  Associations  that  flourished  in  Tyre  and 
Jerusalem  at  the  time  when  King  Hiram  and  King 
Solomon  lived  and  ruled,  or  the  Societies  that  repre- 
sented the  wisdom  and  mysteries  of  ancient  Egypt, 
we  need  not  altogether  discard  the  suggestions  that 
point  in  such  a  direction.  It  will  work  no  harm 
to  the  modern  Craft  to  cling  to  the  legend  of  the 
Temple,  and  follow  the  tradition  which  brings  King 
Solomon  and  other  ancient  worthies  prominently 
before  the  thought  in  Masonic  lessons  and  symbol- 
ism.    There  may  be  something  of  truth — certainly 
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there  is  much  of  interest  and  moral  significance,  in 
this  traditional  connection  of  Freemasonry  with  the 
building  of  King  Solomon's  Temple  and  with  the 
ancient  mysteries,  albeit  such  an  identification  is  not 
a  matter  of  historic  proof,  and  should  not  be  insisted 
upon  in  a  way  either  to  confuse  or  mislead. 

Whatever  may  be  the  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  antiquity  of  Freemasonry,  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion of  the  proposition  laid  down  in  the  beginning  of 
this  chapter,  viz.,  that  in  its  philosophy  and  spirit  it 
goes  far  back  of  the  age  of  Solomon,  being  born  of 
the  idea  of  association  among  men — of  fraternity — 
which  in  all  ages  has  made  some  witness  of  itself. 
The  beginnings  of  Freemasonry  may  be  traced  to  this 
primeval  truth,  which  has  been  taken  up,  crystallized, 
and  expressed  in  one  and  another  way,  until  by  growth 
and  evolution,  it  now  appears  in  its  strong  and  attrac- 
tive form. 
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CHAPTER  II 


ESTABLISHMENT  OF  FREEMASON  RV  IN  AMERICA. 

THERE  is  a  pre-historic  period  of  Freemasonry 
in  this  country.  Tradition  points  to  associa- 
tions, supposed  to  bear  the  Masonic  impress,  which 
were  formed  by  the  early  settlers  of  the  new  world, 
who  brought  with  them  a  knowledge  of  the  Craft 
organizations  as  they  existed  in  England,  Scotland 
and  elsewhere  during  the  seventeenth  century.  In- 
teresting and  suggestive  traces  of  such  a  period  have 
been  discovered,  and  the  inference  is  by  no  means  an 
unreasonable  one  that  Freemasonry  was  known  and 
recognized  in  some  of  the  colonies  first  planted  upon 
the  coast  of  North  America. 

Bro.  S.  D.  Nickerson,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  at  a  meeting  of  that  Body 
held  March  11,  lStH,  read  a  paper  entitled  "First 
Glimmerings  of  Masonry  in  North  America,"  in  which 
reference  is  made  to  traditional  and  other  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  Freemasonry  on  this  continent  in 
the  seventeenth  century.  In  treating  this  subject  he 
cites  the  finding  of  an  ancient  memorial  stone  by  Dr. 
Charles  T.  Jackson,  of  Boston,  in  1827,  while  he,  with 
others,  was  making  a  geological  survey  of  Nova  Scotia. 
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This  relic,  the  discovery  of  which  is  well  authenti- 
cated, was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  C.  Hali- 
burton,  of  Windsor,  N.  S.,  an  eminent  citizen,  who 
gave  a  minute  description  of  the  same  in  his  "  His- 
torical and  Statistical  Account  of  Nova  Scotia,"  pub- 
lished in  1829.  According  to  Judge  Haliburtons 
opinion,  this  stone,  found  on  a  peninsula  which  sep- 
arates Annapolis  basin  from  Digby,  is  corroborative 
proof  of  the  occupation  of  the  Annapolis  region  by 
the  French  during  the  first  decade  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  There  is  historical  evidence  of  the  fact  that 
a  French  garrison  occupied  a  fort  in  the  locality 
where  the  stone  was  discovered  as  early  as  1003. 

Judge  Haliburtons  description  of  the  relic  is  as 
follows : 

44  It  is  about  two  feet  and  a  half  long  and  two  feet  broad,  and 
-of  the  same  kind  as  that  which  forms  the  substratum  of  Gran- 
ville Mountain.  On  the  upper  part  are  engraved  the  square 
and  compass  of  the  Free  Mason,  and  in  the  centre,  in  large  and 
deep  Arabic  figures,  the  date  1606.  It  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  dressed  by  a  mason,  but  the  inscription  has  been  cu>t  on 
its  natural  surface.  The  stone  itself  has  yielded  to  the  power 
of  the  climate,  and  both  the  external  front  and  the  interior  parts 
of  the  letters  have  alike  suffered  from  exposure  to  the  weather  ; 
the  seams  on  the  back  part  of  it  have  opened,  and,  from  their 
capacity  to  hold  water  and  the  operation  of  frost  upon  it  when 
thus  confined,  it  is  probable  in  a  few  years  it  would  have  crum- 
bled to  pieces.  The  date  is  distinctly  visible,  and  although  the 
figure  o  is  worn  down  to  one-half  of  its  original  depth,  and  the 
upper  part  of  the  latter  6  nearly  as  much,  yet  no  part  of  them  is 
obliterated — they  are  plainly  discernible  to  the  eye  and  easily 
traced  by  the  finger." 

This  Annapolis  stone  may  be  regarded  as  furnish- 
ing the  41  earliest  footprint  of  Freemasonry  on  the 
American  continent."    It  should  be  considered,  how- 
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ever,  that  the  memorial  stone  of  itself  proves  very 
little.  There  is  the  possibility  that  it  was  not  erected 
until  after  the  date  inscribed  upon  it.  If  placed  at 
that  time,  it  would  still  remain  a  matter  of  doubt 
whether  the  representation  of  the  square  and  com- 
passes on  the  stone  justifies  the  inference  stated. 
The  emblems  may  have  been  cut  on  the  stone  without 
regard  to  their  special  meaning,  or  they  may  have 
been  thus  used  in  their  ordinary  significance ;  most 
certainly  their  appearance  on  the  Annapolis  stone 
is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  Free- 
masonry existed  in  the  locality  indicated  at  the  date 
named. 

Other  testimony,  however,  supports  the  theory  that 
Freemasonry  was  not  altogether  unknown  in  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  England  during  the  seventeenth 
century.  Thus  it  appears  that  Sir  William  Alexan- 
der, of  Scotland,  established  a  colony  at  Port  Royal 
in  1028,  that  place  having  been  wrested  from  the 
French  during  the  same  year.  His  son,  Sir  William 
Alexander,  Jr.,  was  at  the  head  of  the  colony  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  103S  the  father  was  created 
Earl  of  Sterling,  Viscount  of  Canada,  and  his  son  ac- 
quired the  title  of  Lord  Alexander.  According  to 
Lyon's  44  History  of  Scottish  Freemasonry."  page  70, 
this  son  was  admitted,  on  July  3,  1034,  a  14  Fellow  of 
the  Craft"  in  the  Edinburgh  Lodge. 

Lord  Alexander  did  not  return  to  .America  after 
becoming  a  member  of  the  Craft;  but  both  he  and 
his  father  were  members  of  the  Great  Council  of 
Plymouth,  having  direction  of  the  affairs  of  New 
England  for  a  number  of  years.  What  is  more  nat- 
ural than  that  this  Scottish  Freemason,  regularly  ad- 
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mittcd  as  just  stated,  had  learned  something  about 
the  organization,  and  perhaps  had  been  admitted  to 
share  the  Craft  secrets,  while  residing  in  the  Annap- 
olis region?  "  It  is  not  improbable,"  says  Bro.  Nick- 
erson,  "that  he  was  initiated  by  some  of  the  brethren 
whom  he  found  at  Annapolis,  and  was  afterwards 
'admitted  a  Fellow  of  the  Craft'  at  Edinburgh." 

The  history  of  organized  Freemasonry  in  Nova 
Scotia  dates  from  1740,  at  which  time  Acting  Grand 
Master  Henry  Price,  of  Massachusetts,  authorized  the 
formation  of  lodges  in  that  Province. 

But  keeping  within  the  pre-historic  limit  there  may 
be  found  other  noteworthy  suggestions  of  the  begin- 
nings of  Freemasonry  in  America.  Such  a  hint  is 
furnished  in  a  response  made  by  Gov.  Jonathan 
Belcher  to  a  congratulatory  address,  September  25, 
1741,  by  a  committee  representing  the  ".First  Lodge" 
in  Boston,  Mass.  Gov.  Belcher  replied  to  the  deputa- 
tion as  follows : 

"Worthy  Brothers  : — I  take  very  kindly  this  mark  of  your 
respect.  It  is  now  thirty-seven  years  since  I  was  admitted  into 
the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Society  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  to  whom  I  have  been  a  faithful  brother  and  a  well- 
wisher  to  the  Art  of  Freemasonry.  I  shall  ever  maintain  a 
strict  friendship  for  the  whole  Fraternity,  and  always  be  glad 
when  it  may  fall  in  my  power  to  do  them  any  services." 

Governor  Belcher  was  a  native  of  Boston,  born  in 
1081 .  He  was  educated  at  Harvard  College,  grad- 
uating therefrom  in  1 001*.  He  visited  England  soon 
after  the  last  named  date  and  remained  abroad  for 
six  years.  During  the  time  of  such  a  visit,  about  the 
year  1704,  he  became  a  Mason.  Bro.  R.  F.  Gould 
says:    "Although  Gov.  Belcher  does  not  name  the 
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place  of  his  initiation,  it  is  probable  that  it  took  place 
in  London,  and  the  words  he  uses  to  describe  his 
admission  into  the  Society  will  justify  the  inference 
that,  on  being  made  a  Freemason,  whatever  Masonic 
Secrets  then  existed  were  communicated  to  him  in 
their  entirety,  precisely  as  we  may  imagine  was  the 
case  when  Ashmole  became  a  member  of  the  War- 
rington Lodge,  and  parallel  instances."  The  supposi- 
tion is  a  reasonable  one  that  Gov.  Belcher,  taking 
back  with  him  to  Boston  this  knowledge  that  he  had 
gained  of  the  Craft  association,  was  brought  into 
fellowship  with  others  who  had  obtained  admission 
to  the  same  Society,  and  that  something  was  done  in 
the  way  of  organizing  a  branch  of  the  Institution. 
Tradition  points  to  delightful  meetings  held  in  Boston 
during  the  early  years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  when 
Brethren  of  that  city  and  visitors  from  abroad  shared 
in  social  interchanges  for  which  their  common  Ma- 
sonic  profession  opened  the  way  and  gave  the  call. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Drummond,  in  treating  the  subject  of 
the  introduction  of  Freemasonry  into  this  country, 
mentions  the  tradition  that  a  Masonic  Lodge  was 
started  in  Boston  in  1720,  but  that  it  failed  to  main- 
tain an  existence  on  account  of  violent  opposition. 
Evident! v  Bro.  Drummond  is  not  inclined  to  attach 
much  importance  to  the  tradition. 

The  view  taken  by  some  that  Freemason rv  was 
known  and  practiced  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  prior  to 
1730,  rests  upon  only  a  traditional  support.  It  is  the 
same  with  the  claims  put  forward  in  behalf  of  the  ex- 
istence of  organized  Freemasonry  in  Newport,  K.  I., 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  other  places,  before  the 
year  17^0,  which  marks  the  historical  beginning  of 
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the  Institution  in  this  country — all  such  claims  are 
based  upon  conjectures  rather  than  reliable  proofs. 
And  yet  the  probabilities  are  quite  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  that  Freemasonry  was  known  in  this 
country,  and  that  it  had  some  expression  in  a  more 
or  less  orderly  manner,  a  considerable  time  previous 
to  the  vear  17*J0.  In  the  nature  of  things  there  must 
have  been  Masons  in  some  if  not  all  of  the  more  im- 

• 

portant  seaports  on  the  Atlantic  coast;  and  it  maybe 
assumed  that  these  brethren,  few  in  number  though 
they  were,  would  have  been  influenced  by  a  common 
feeling  for  closer  fellowship  among  themselves,  and 
for  the  establishment  of  an  organic  life  for  their  in- 
stitution at  the  earliest  practicable  period. 

If  we  pass  forward  to  the  time  when  the  real  his- 
tory of  Freemasonry  in  the  United  States  begins,  it 
will  still  be  requisite  to  exercise  a  discriminating 
judgment  respecting  conflicting  statements  and  opin- 
ions that  relate  to  the  opening  of  this  epoch.  Two 
cities,  Philadelphia  and  Boston,  assert  their  respec- 
tive claims  for  Masonic  precedency.  Not  all  of  the 
questions  involved  in  the  case  have  been  passed  upon 
and  settled  at  the  time  of  this  writing  ;  but  within  a 
recent  period  so  much  has  been  done  in  clearing 
away  difficulties  and  admitting  the  light  as  to  make 
it  possible  to  reach  conclusions  that  ought  to  be  ac- 
ceptable to. the  great  majority  of  fair-minded  and  un- 
prejudiced Craftsmen. 

The  conclusions  which  seem  thus  worthy  of  ap- 
proval are  as  follows  : 

I.  There  was  a  Masonic  Lodge  (or  lodges)  in  Phil- 
adelphia as  early  as  1 7->0.  According  to  a  notice 
which  appeared  in  the  Pennsylvania  (jazctle  of  De- 
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cember  8, 1830,  there  were  at  that  time  several  lodges 
in  Philadelphia  and  the  vicinity.  One  of  these  bod- 
ies, however,  St.  John's,  is  best  identified  with  the 
early  movement,  and  may  justly  be  regarded  as  the 
first  Masonic  Lodge  in  Philadelphia.  At  the  time 
of  its  formation,  and  during  the  two  or  three  years 
of  its  organic  life  immediately  following,  there  is  no 
sufficient  evidence  that  any  other  Lodge  was  in  ex- 
istence and  doing  Masonic  work  anywhere  in  the 
country.  In  some  sense,  at  least,  priority  of  organ- 
ization belongs  to  Philadelphia. 

II.  That  this  first.  Lodge,  at  the  beginning,  w_as_a. 
voluntary  association  and  without  the  sanction  of  any 
regular  Masonic  authority  for  its  constitutiaa^seems 
to  be  an  indisputable* proposition.  It  was  at  the  first, 
to  this  extent,  irregular.  Just  when  andfrom-what 
source  it  received  a  charter  is  not  yet  made  clean  In 
passing  upon  the  questions  thus  presented  due  weight 
must  be  accorded  to  several  important  elements  that 
touch  the  case. 

1.  It  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  Daniel  Coxe,  of 
New  Jersey,  had  received  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  a  commission  dated  June  •">,  1 730,  appoint- 
ing him  Provincial  Grand  Master  for  Pennsylvania, 
New  York  and  New  Jersey.  Evidently  then  he  had 
authority  to  constitute  or  legalize  Masonically  this 
first  Lodge  in  Philadelphia.  But  did  he  exercise  that 
authority  ? 

2.  If  we  accept  the  genuineness  of  a  letter  dated 
November  IT,  17^4,  purporting  to  have  been  written 
by  Henry  Bell  to  Dr.  Thomas  Cadwallader,  we  can 
hardly  hesitate  to  answer  affirmatively  the  question 
just  proposed.    The  letter  was  shown  in  the  Grand 
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Secretary's  office.  Philadelphia,  in  1S72,  and  has  been 
printed  in  various  Masonic  publications.  It  reads  as 
follows : 

"As  you  well  know,  I  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  first 
Masonic  Lodge  in  Philadelphia.  A  party  of  us  used  to  meet  at 
the  Tun  Tavern,  in  Water  street,  and  sometimes  opened  a  lodge 
there.  Once,  in  the  fall  of  1730,  we  formed  a  design  of  obtain- 
ing a  charter  of  a  regular  lodge,  and  made  application  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  for  one,  but  before  receiving  it,  we 
heard  that  Daniel  Coxe,  of  New  Jersey,  had  been  appointed  by 
that  Grand  Lodge  as  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  New  York, 
New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  YVe  therefore  made  application 
to  him,  and  our  request  was  granted." 

o.  Grave  doubts  exist  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the 
Henry  Bell  letter.  Indeed,  the  discovery  in  1SS4,  by 
Bro.  Clifford  P.  MacCalla,  of  a  book  of  record,  "Liber 
B,"  throwing  much  light  upon  the  early  transactions 
of  this  first  Lodge  in  Philadelphia,  makes  it  well  nigh 
certain  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  Bell 
letter.  Bro.  J.  H.  Drummond  in  a  recent  paper  does 
not  hesitate  to  call  it  a  fraud.    He  says: 

"  Liber  B  shows  that  the  statement  of  the  writer  of  the  letter 
that  he  was  connected  with  this  Lodge  is  absolutely  false.  It 
shows  that  he  was  never  a  member  of  it,  nor  made  in  it,  or  had 
anything  to  do  with  it." 

4.  Putting  aside  the  Bell  letter,  there  is  an  utter 
lack  of  evidence  to  establish  the  theory  that  Coxe 
acted  as  has  been  assumed.  It  is  quite  doubtful 
whether  he  was  in  this  country  for  the  two  years  next 
following  the  date  of  his  commission.  There  is  an 
unquestioned  record  showing  that  he  attended  a  Ma- 
sonic meeting  in  London  on  January  29,  IT-'U.  "It 
is  not  at  all  probable,"  says  the  excellent  authority 
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just  quoted,  "  that  he  left  London  after  the  7th  of 
June,  1730,  and  returned  to  England  in  season  to  be 
present  at  a  Masonic  meeting  on  the  20th  of  the  fol- 
lowing January.  Further,  Liber  B  shows  conclusive- 
ly that  the  Lodge  was  organized  as  a  permanent  body 
not  earlier  than  February,  1731,  so  that  at  the  time 
of  its  organization,  Coxe  was  in  England,  and  if  he 
had  been  in  America  at  all  after  the  date  of  his  com- 
mission, he  nYust  have  left  in  December,  for  it  will  be 
remembered  that  the  time  of  a  passage  across  the 
ocean  in  those  days  was  not  less  than  a  month.  The 
statement  of  the  letter,  therefore,  that  in  the  fall  of 
1730  they  applied  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England 
(of  which  pretended  application,  by  the  way,  no  men- 
tion can  be  found  in  the  records  of  that  Grand  Lodge) 
and  hearing  that  Coxe  had  been  appointed  Grand 
Master,  applied  to  him  and  obtained  a  charter,  is 
utterly  preposterous." 

The  finding  of  Liber  13,  the  unquestioned  Record 
Book  used  by  St.  John  s  Lodge  in  1731,  has  helped  to 
answer  many  questions  respecting  that  organization. 
It  shows  an  active,  flourishing  Lodge  of  Masons, 
which,  whether  or  not  it  had  been  14  duly  constituted," 
was  doing  the  work  of  the  Craft.  Whatever  cloud 
may  rest  upon  its  authority,  or  manner  of  inception, 
it  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  Masonic  Lodge. 
In  this  connection  reference  may  well  be  made  to 
Hro.  Gould's  summing  up  of  the  case  in  his  recently 
published  History  of  Freemasonry.    He  says: 

"  The  documentary  evidence  showing  the  existence  of  a 
Lodge  reaches  back  to  1731.  and  as  we  there  only  commence 
with  4  Liber  K,'  the  actual  date  at  which  the  brethren  who  are 
named  in  it  (or  those  they  may  have  succeeded)  associated  to- 
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gether  as  a  body,  must  remain  a  pure  matter  of  conjecture. 
'  Liber  A,'  if  produced,  might  indeed  bring  us  within  meas- 
urable distance  of  this  period  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
equally  possible — not  to  say  probable — that  it  would  point  to 
an  uninterrupted  succession  of  Philadelphia  Masons  meeting  at 
St.  John's  Lodge,  to  use  a  familiar  expression,  'from  time  im- 
memorial,' which,  as  we  all  know,  signifies,  in  Masonic  phrase, 
an  era  more  or  less  remote  from  the  existence  of  actual  records, 
but  at  all  events  going  beyond,  or,  as  it  were,  behind  them. 
Their  meetings,  for  all  we  know  to  the  contrary,  may  have  been 
held  before  the  era  of  Grand  Lodges,  and  they  certainly  were 
before  the  influence  of  the  earliest  of  these  bodies  had  made 
itself  felt  across  the  seas." 

Among  the  important  entries  in  Liber  B  is  one 
under  date  of  June  24,  1731,  which  refers  to  "  Wm. 
Button,  late  Master;  Wm.  Allen,  Esq.,  Grand  Mas- 
ter, and  William  Pringle,  Deputy  Master."  Such  a 
statement  of  official  nomenclature  would  seem  to  im- 
ply that  there  was  a  Grand  Lodge  as  well  as  Subor- 
dinates then  established  in  Philadelphia;  but  it  is 
hardly  probable  that  such  was  the  case.  St.  John  s 
Lodge  and  the  Grand  Lodge  were  undoubtedly  one 
and  the  same  body ;  and  the  evidence  is  wanting  to 
support  the  proposition  that  Allen  became  the  suc- 
cessor of  Coxe  in  1731-2,  or  that  he  was  invested  at 
that  time  with  any  other  Masonic  authority  than  that 
derived  from  the  local  Lodge. 

Allen  was  succeeded  as  Master  of  St.  John's  and 
the  "Grand  Lodge"  by  Humphrey  Murray,  in  1733, 
and  the  last  named  brother  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  in 
1734.  That  Franklin  wrote  to  the  Provincial  Grand 
Lodge  at  Boston,  and  to  Henry  Price,  Grand  Master, 
residing  in  that  city,  under  date  of  November  2S, 
1734,  and  made  request  for  a  44  sanction  of  authority," 
confirming  the  exercise  of  Masonic  acts  by  the  breth- 
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ren  in  Philadelphia,  is  an  unquestioned  fact.  It  is 
hardly  conceivable  that  Franklin  would  have  pre- 
ferred such  a  request  had  Daniel  Coxe  exercised  the 
authority  with  which  he  was  invested  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  England  in  1 730.  It  is  also  exceedingly 
improbable  that  such  letters  would  have  been  written 
by  Franklin  if  Philadelphia  Masonry  at  that  time 
had  been  in  all  respects  M  duly  constituted/' — or  if, 
indeed,  its  organization  had  equal  claims,  on  the 
grounds  of  authority  and  regular  procedure,  with  the 
Masonic  organization  effected  in  Boston  in  1733. 
What  that  organization  was  and  by  whom  authorized 
will  now  be  shown. 


In  summariz- 
ing the  state- 
ments made  by 
authorities  gen- 
erally respected 
and  verified  by 
historical  evid- 
ence the  result 
reached  is  in 
thiswise:  Henry 
Price,  a  young 
man,  came  to 
Boston  in  1723, 
resided  there 
for  several  years 
then  went  back 
to  London, 
where  he  was 
initiated  a  Ma- 
son, probably  in 
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1  Vol.  He  was  commissioned  Provincial  Grand  Master 
of  New  England  April  30th,  1733,  by  Lord  Montague, 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  England.  Notwithstand- 
ing some  questions  that  have  been  raised  in  regard 
to  the  reality  of  this  appointment,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  Price  was  duly  commissioned  or  depu- 
tized as  stated.  Having  such  authority,  he  returned 
to  Boston  in  1733,  and  on  July  30th  of  that  year  (O. 
S.)  he  called  together  ten  brethren  at  "  The  Hunch 
of  Grapes  "  tavern  in  Boston,  and  proceeded  to  con- 
stitute them  into  a  Provincial  Grand  Lodge — this 
being  the  first  meeting  of  Masons  in  America,  so  far 
as  present  historical  evidence  shows — held  under  the 
sanctions  of  a  rightful  written  authorization.  At  this 
meeting  several  candidates  were  initiated.  "  The 
Holy  Lodge  of  St.  John  M  was  constituted  in  Boston 
by  Grand  Master  Henry  Price  on  the  31st  of  August, 
1731  (O.  S.) ;  and  from  such  a  beginning  of  its  or- 
ganic life  Freemasonry  in  Massachusetts  has  con- 
tinued to  make  advancement  and  extend  its  benign 
influence. 

While,  therefore,  "Masonic  precedency"  in  this 
country  is  to  be  accorded  to  Philadelphia,  taking  one 
view  of  the  case — that  supported  by  Bro.  K.  F.  Gould 
in  the  citation  heretofore  given — it  cannot  be  denied 
that  Boston  presents  a  strong  claim  for  priority  when 
the  limitation,  "  duly  constituted, "  is  applied  to  the 
early  organizations  of  those  cities.  Taking  all  things 
into  consideration,  there  seem  to  be  good  reasons  for 
according  to  Henry  Price  the  honor  of  being  "the 
founder  of  dulv  constituted  Freemasonrv  in  Amer- 
ica."  He  was  an  ardent  and  intelligent  Craftsman,  a 
tailor,  carrying  on  a  profitable  business  in  Boston, 
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where  he  resided  until  1750,  when,  having  acquired  a 
competence,  he  returned  to  Townsend,  Mass.,  where 
he  died  from  the  effects  of  an  accident  on  May  20, 
1780. 


The  Grand  Lode;e  of  Massachusetts  has  caused  a 
granite  monument  to  be  erected  over  the  remains  of 
this  distinguished  brother,  which  rest  in  the  old 
burial  ground  at  Townsend,  and  has  inscribed  upon 
the  memorial  stone  the  following:  M  Henry  Price, 
Founder  of  Duly  Constituted  Masonry  in  America." 
It  has  authorized,  also,  a  commemorative  medal,  as 
shown. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  follow  along  the  lines  of 
historical  research  as  connected  with  the  early  intro- 
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duction  of  Freemasonry  in  the  several  Colonies  which 
asserted  their  independence  in  1770.  The  want  of 
time  and  space  forbids  such  a  survey.  In  the  way, 
however,  of  a  proper  connection  with  and  supplement 
to  the  brief  review  already  presented,  mention  may 
be  made  of  the  following  facts:  Freemasonry  became 
organized  in  Georgia  as  early  as  1735;  in  New 
Hampshire  and  South  Carolina,  respectively,  in  1730; 
in  New  York,  1737;  Virginia,  1741;  Rhode  Island, 
1741);  Connecticut  and  Maryland,  respectively,  17-">0; 
North  Carolina,  1754;  New  Jersey,  1703;  Delaware, 
170o,  and  Vermont,  17S1.  In  all  these  jurisdictions 
the  Institution  soon  acquired  a  good  measure  of 
strength  and  influence;  and  from  these  centres  of 
its  early  establishment  there  were  sent  out  the  forces 
that  have  helped  to  extend  the  organic  life  of  Free- 
masonry throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
American  continent. 
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EARLY   FREEMASONRY  IN    RHODE  ISLAND. 

* 

j  N  Rhode  Island,  as  in  other  localities,  we  find 
*  traces  of  a  pre-historic  age  of  Freemasonry. 
The  earliest  date  when,  according  to  tradition,  the 
Masonic  system  was  known  and  practiced  within  the 
limits  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations, 
goes  far  back  of  authentic  records.  There  are  hints 
and  intimations,  with  plenty  of  unverified  legends, 
pointing  to  a  seventeenth  century  expression  of  Free- 
masonry in  Newport,  R.  I.;  but  the  documents  and 
records  which  ardent  explorers  have  searched  for,  to 
support  the  theory  that  Freemasonry  was  planted  in 
Rhode  Island  before  the  Institution  was  known  either 
in  Philadelphia  or  Boston,  have  not  been  found.  As 
the  case  now  stands  there  is  only  a  supposition  that 
such  may  have  been  the  fact. 

This  supposition  seems  to  rest  for  the  most  part, 
so  far  as  any  direct  evidence  is  brought  to  bear  upon 
it,  on  a  statement  made  by  Bro.  J.  L.  Gould,  of  Con- 
necticut, in  a  "  Guide  to  the  Chapter,"  published  by 
him  in  18(18.  In  this  work  the  following  paragraph 
appears : 

"  The  earliest  account  of  the  introduction  of  Masonry  into  the 
United  States  is  the  history  of  a  Lodge  organized  in  Rhode 
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Island,  A.  I).  1658,  or  fifty-nine  years  before  the  Revival  in 
England,  and  seventy-five  years  before  the  establishment  of  the 
first  Lodge  in  Massachusetts." 

As  confirmatory  of  such  a  statement  the  author  of 
the  44  Guide  "  declares  that  the  Rev.  Edward  Peterson 
in  his  History  of  Rhode  Island,  issued  some  years 
previously,  had  affirmed  that  Freemasonry  existed  in 
that  early  period  ;  and  the  following  extract  from  the 
History  is  given : 

"In  the  spring  of  1658,  Mordecai  Campennell,  Moses  Peck- 
eckol,  Levi,  and  others,  in  all  fifteen  families,  arrived  at  New- 
port, from  Holland.  They  brought  with  them  the  three  first 
degrees  of  Masonry,  and  worked  them  in  the  house  of  Cam- 
pannell,  and  continued  to  do  so,  they  and  their  successors,  to 
the  year  1742." 

■ 

Turning  to  page  101  of  Peterson's  History,  edition 
of  ISoo,  the  statement  just  quoted  is  found,  followed 
by  these  words  in  italics:  "Taken  from  documents 
uoiv  in  possession  of  X.  H.  Gould,  EsqT 

Enquiries  were  at  once  made  of  the  person  named, 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  in  regard  to  the 
documents.  Grand  Master  Gardiner  of  Massachu- 
setts, among  others,  wrote  to  Hro.  N.  H.  Gould  on 
the  subject,  and  the  reply  of  that  brother  appears  in 
the  Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge  Proceedings  for 
1870,  page  3o8.  The  letter  contains  the  following 
statement:  In  January  of  the  year  1830,  Hannah 
Hull,  a  distant  relative  of  Bro.  Goulds  and  a  de- 
scendant of  Gov.  Wanton,  who  was  Governor  of  the 
Colon v  from  1724  to  1740,  died,  when  her  estate  was 
administered  upon  by  Bro.  Goulds  father.  Among 
her  effects,  in  a  garret,  under  a  leaky  roof,  was  found 
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a  dilapidated,  moth-eaten,  mouse-eaten  and  colorless 
trunk,  which  was  found  to  contain  various  papers, 
and  this  document : 

"Ths  ye  (the  day  and  month  were  obliterated)  1656  or  8 
(not  certain  which,  as  the  place  was  stained  and  broken  :  the 
three  first  figures  were  plain)  \Vee  mett  att  ye  House  off  Morde» 
cai  Campunall  and  affter  Synagog  We«  gave  Abm  Moses  the- 
degrees  of  Maconrie." 

Bro.  Gould  stated  that  the  document,  which  was  in 
a  tender  state  and  very  much  worn,  had  been  put 
away  among  other  papers,  and  that  he  was  unable  at 
the  time  he  wrote  to  place  his  hand  upon  the  docu- 
ment. 

Evidently  no  great  reliance  could  be  given  to  such 
a  scrap  of  paper  even  were  its  genuineness  assured. 
It  lacks  the  support  of  corroborative  evidence.  In 
this  connection  the  writer  may  mention  the  fact  that 
he  participated  with  Bros.  W.  S.  Gardner  and  Thos. 
A.  Doyle  in  a  careful  examination  of  this  whole 
subject  relating  to  the  supposed  establishment  of 
Freemasonry  in  Newport  about  the  middle  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  that  the  results  of  this  in- 
vestigation gave  absolutely  no  support  to  the  tradi- 
tion. It  seems  quite  likely,  reasoning  inferentially, 
that  in  a  thriving  commercial  town  such  as  Newport 
was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  and 
the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  there  should 
have  been  members  of  the  Masonic  Craft  dwelling 
within  its  borders  and  included  among  its  visitors. 
But  this  reasonable  conjecture  affords  but  slight  sup- 
port for  the  theory  that  Freemasonry  was  then  and 

there  organized — a  Masonic  Lodge  established. 
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The  organic  life  of  Freemasonry  in  Rhode  Island, 
as  we  trace  its  existence  by  historic  records,  goes  back 
to  the  warranting  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Newport, 
December  27,  1749.  This  Lodge  was  authorized  by 
St.  Johns  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  Boston,  Mass., 
Thomas  Oxnard,  Grand  Master.  Caleb  Phillips  was 
-the  first  Master  of  the  Lodge  thus  authorized.  Some 
unpleasantness  having  been  caused  by  the  Master's 
witholding  from  the  Lodge  the  dispensation  thus 
granted,  a  second  warrant  was  issued  dated  May  14, 
1753.  Under  these  warrants  the  Newport  brethren 
were  only  authorized  to  confer  the  first  two  degrees 
of  Freemasonry.  They  did  not  recognize  the  limita- 
tion, however,  and  proceeded  to  confer  the  Master's 
degree  as  supplementing  the  degrees  of  Entered 
Apprentice  and  Fellow  Craft.  On  being  called  to 
account  for  thus  extending  the  authority  granted 
them,  they  made  so  good  an  explanation  of  the 
causes  that  had  led  them  to  transcend  their  powers, 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  confirmed  them  in  the  exer- 
cise of  such  powers  by  granting  them  a  Charter  to 
hold  a  Master's  Lodge — the  authority  given  being 
in  the  following  words  and  form : 


JfcRKMY   (iRIDI.KV,  (i.  M. 


To  all  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  that  shall  inspect  this  Deputation  : 

Know  ye  that  Whereas 
a  Considerable  Number  of  Master  Masons  have  from  Time  to 
Time  congregated  themselves  at  Newport  in  the  Colony  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  within  our  district  as 
a   Lodge  of  Master  Masons,  and   have  therein  raised  some 
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Brothers  of  the  Fellow  Craft  to  Master  Masons,  not  thinking 
but  they  had  Authority  so  to  do,  and  have  now  Petitioned  us  to 
confirm  the  said  Degree,  and  to  Form  them  into  a  Master's 
Lodge. 

We  therefore  by  the  Authority  given  us  by  the  Grand  Master 
of  Masons,  do  hereby  confirm  the  said  Degree  to  which  any 
Bro's  have  been  so  raised  and  do  appoint  Our  Beloved  and 
Right  Worshipful  Brother  John  Maudsley  to  be  Master  of  a 
Right  Worshipfull  Master's  Lodge,  to  be  held  at  New  Port,  he 
taking  Special  Care  in  Choosing  Two  Wardens  and  other  offi- 
cers necessary  for  the  due  reputation  thereof,  and  do  hereby 
give  and  grant  to  the  said  Lodge  all  the  Rights  and  Privileges 
which  any  Master's  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  have 
or  ought  to  have,  enjoining  them  to  send  us  an  account  of  the 
Time  and  place  of  their  Meeting,  and  a  List  of  their  Members, 
and  Three  Guineas  for  their  Enrollment  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
Book  in  London. 

Given  under  our  Hand  and  the  Seal  of  Masonry,  this  20th 
day  of  March,  a.  d.  1759,  a.  1..  5759. 

By  the  Grand  Master's  Command, 

Rokkrt  Jenkins,  D.  G.  M. 
William  Coffin,  S.  G.  W. 
Rich'd  Gridley,  J.  G.  W. 

Witness  :  John  Leverett,  G.  S. 

Thus  this  Lodge — the  first  organized  in  Rhode 
Island — was  given  additional  powers,  and  we  may 
assume  that  the  ordinary  Lodge,  having  control  over 
the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice  and  Fellow  Craft, 
was  united  with  or  merged  into  the  Master's  Lodge, 
so  that  two  separate  organizations  were  not  main- 
tained. 

As  throwing  some  light  upon  the  misapprehension 
pertaining  to  the  conferring  of  degrees  by  St.  John  s 
Lodge  of  Newport,  during  this  first  period  of  its  his- 
tory, it  is  important  to  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  the 
third  degree  was  not  then  as  now  closely  united  with 
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and  expected  to  follow  the  two  preceding  degrees. 
Candidates  for  Freemasonry  often  went  no  further 
than  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft;  those  who  did 
advance  to  the  Masters  grade  were  required  to  pay 
an  additional  fee. 

A  little  more  than  two  years  before  the  granting  of 
the  confirmatory  charter  to  the  brethren  of  Newport, 
a  Masonic  Lodge  had  been  organized  in  Providence, 
also  taking  the  name  of  St.  John's.  A  warrant  for 
this  Lodge  was  issued  by  the  same  authority  that 
created  the  body  established  at  Newport.  The  char- 
ter of  St.  John's  Lodge  in  Providence  was  in  the 
words  and  form  following : 


Jer.  Griolev,  G.  M. 

To  ALL   AND  EVERY 

Our  Right  Worshipfull  and  Loving  Brethren, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  now  residing  or 
that  may  hereafter  reside  at  Providence  in 
the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  THE  RIGHT 
WORSHIPFULL  JEREMY  GR1DLEY, 
Eso'r  :  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  the  An- 
cient and  Honorable  Society  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  in  North  America, 

Sendeth  Greeting. 

Whereas  application  hath 
been  made  unto  us  by  John  Gerrish  and  sundry  other  Brethren 
of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Society  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  now  residing  at  Providence  aforesaid,  that  we  would 
be  pleased  to  constitute  them  into  a  Regular  Lodge  that  Ma- 
sonry may  increase  and  flourish  in  those  parts. 

Now,  Know  Ye, 

That  we  have 

nominated,  ordained,  constituted,  and  appointed  Our  Right 
Worshipfull  and  well  beloved  Brother  Capt  :  JOHN  BUR- 
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<;ES,  to  be  the  First  Master  of  the  Lodge  at  Providence  afore- 
said and  do  hereby  irapower  him  to  congregate  the  Brethren 
together  and  Form  them  into  a  Regular  Lodge.  He  taking 
Special  care  in  chusing  Two  Wardens  and  other  Officers  nec- 
essary for  the  due  regulation  thereof  for  one  year,  at  the  end 
whereof  the  Lodge  shall  have  power  to  chuse  and  appoint  their 
Master  and  other  Officers  and  so  annually.  The  Master  & 
Wardens  for  the  time  being  taking  special  Care  that  all  and 
every  member  admitted  into  said  Lodge  from  time  to  time 
have  been  or  shall  be  made  regular  Masons,  and  that  they  do 
Cause  all  and  every  the  Regulations  Contained  in  the  Printed 
Book  of  Constitutions  (Except  such  as  have  been  or  may  be 
repealed  at  any  Quarterly  Communication  or  other  General 
Meeting  in  London)  to  be  kept  and  observed  as  also  all  such 
other  Rules  and  instructions  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  trans- 
mitted them  by  us  or  by  our  Deputy,  or  the  Grand  Master  or 
his  Deputy  for  the  time  being  and  that  they  do  annually  send 
an  account  in  writing  to  us  or  our  Deputy  or  to  the  Grand 
Master  or  his  Deputy  for  the  time  being  of  the  names  of  the 
Members  of  said  Lodge  and  their  place  of  abode  with  the  days 
-and  place  of  Meeting  with  any  other  things  that  they  may  think 
proper  to  Communicate  for  the  Benefit  of  their  Lodge,  and  that 
they  do  send  Two  Guineas  for  their  Constitution  to  be  paid  into 
the  Stock  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Boston,  and  further  that  they 
do  annually  keep  or  Cause  to  be  kept  The  Feast  of  St:  John 
the  Baptist  and  dine  together  on  that  day  or  near  that  day  as 
shall  be  judged  most  Convenient,  and  Lastly,  That  they  do 
regularly  communicate  with  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Boston  by 
sending  to  the  Quarterly  Communication  such  Charity  as  their 
Lodge  shall  think  fit  for  the  Relief  of  Poor  Brethren. 

Given  under  our  Hand  and  Seal  at  Boston  This 
Eighteenth  day  of  January  Anno  Domini  One  Thousand  Seven 
Hundred  &  Fifty  Seven  and  of  Masonry  Five  Thousand  Seven 
Hundred  &  Fiftv  Seven. 

ROBt:  JENKINS,  D.  G.  M. 
JOHN  ROWE,  S.  G.  W. 
Wm:  COFFIN,  J.  G.  W. 

By  the  Grand  Master  s  Command. 
JOHN  LEV E RETT,  G.  Secy: 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  by  the  terms  of  this  Charter 
the  Providence  brethren  were  required  to  observe  the 
Constitution,  make  returns  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
annually  keep  or  cause  to  be  kept  the  Feast  of  St. 
John  the  Baptist,  and  to  dine  together  on  that  dayr 
or  as  near  that  day  as  shall  be  most  convenient,  and 
that  they  send  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Boston  con- 
tributions for  poor  brethren. 

The  Charter  of  St.  John  s  Lodge  in  Providence 
was  one  of  sixteen  similar  authorizations  which,  up  to 
that  time,  had  been  granted  by  the  Provincial  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts  to  sixteen  Lodges  in  eleven 
different  provinces  or  colonies. 

The  Charter  was  issued  by  the  direct  authority  of 
the  eminent  and  patriotic  Jeremy  Gridley,  then  Pro- 
vincial Grand  Master  of  North  America.  He  was  a 
lawyer  of  excellent  reputation  and  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

The  brethren  at  Newport  and  Providence,  thus  or- 
ganized respectively  in  Lodges  bearing  the  same 
name,  applied  themselves  diligently  to  maintaining 
the  honor  of  the  Craft  and  extending  its  usefulness. 
For  a  time  both  bodies  enjoyed  a  good  measure  of 
prosperity,  and  there  was  no  lack  of  Masonic  zeal  on 
the  part  of  the  members  of  either  body.  According 
to  tradition,  St.  John's  Lodge  of  Newport  held  its 
meetings  during  the  early  period  of  its  history  in  the 
Council  Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House,  which  on 
this  account  has  a  special  claim  to  the  regard  of  the 
Fraternity  in  Rhode  Island. 

St.  John's  Lodge  of  Providence  held  its  meetings, 
first,  at  a  tavern  on  North  Main  street,  Providence, 
designated  by  the  sign  of  44  The  White  Horse/'  after- 
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State  House  at  Newport.    The  Building  in  which  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  was  Organized. 


wards  at  an  inn  known  as  u  The  Two  Crowns,"  while 
not  infrequently,  in  that  early  time,  the  Lodge  Com- 
munications were  called  at  private  houses.  Just 
before  the  time  of  the  interregnum,  the  Lodge  held 
its  meetings  in  the  State  House  at  Providence,  the 
Council  Chamber  of  that  structure  being  utilized  for 
the  same  purpose  as  a  similar  apartment  in  the  New- 
port edifice  had  been  at  an  earlier  date. 

Among  the  notable  events  belonging  to  that  first 
period  of  the  organic  life  of  Freemasonry  in  Provi- 
dence, mention  may  be  made  of  the  admission  of 
Moses  Brown  to  St.  Johns  Lodge.  He  was  made  a 
Mason  by  that  body  in  October,  1758,  and  in  Decern- 
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State  House  at  Providence.    The  Hiii.ding  in  which  St.  John's 
Lodge  held  its  Meetings  for  a  Number  of  Years. 


ber  of  that  year  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Lodge, 
which  office  he  continued  to  hold  until  the  Lodge 
became  inactive  in  1709.  His  service  in  this  office 
continued  for  some  eleven  years,  during  which  time 
the  Lodge  held  ninety-seven  meetings;  and  at  eighty 
of  these  meetings  the  Secretary  was  present  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  office. 

Moses  Brown  was  a  man  of  strong  character  and 
his  influence  was  greatly  felt  in  Rhode  Island.  He 
was  born  in  1738,  and  died  in  1S3G,  within  a  few  days 
of  being  ninety-eight  years  of  age.  He  was  a  true 
philanthropist,  interested  in  all  things  pertaining  to 
the  public  welfare.    Mr.  Augustine  Jones,  in  a  recent 
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sketch  read  before  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  So- 
ciety, says :  "  Every  chapter  in  the  life  of  this  noble 
man  is  another  illustration  of  his  regard  for  the  whole 
people,  without  distinction  of  race  or  rank.  Vital 
religion  and  love  to  God  had  filled  him  with  love  to 
men.  He  had  learned  the  luxury  of  doing  good,  and 
that  the  highest  happiness  is  found  in  being  helpful 
to  others." 

In  his  later  years  Moses  Brown  did  not  participate 
in  Masonic  affairs ;  but  he  never  failed  to  show  his 
strong  regard  for  the  institution,  and  was  always 
ready  to  defend  its  principles  and  purposes.  At  the 
time  of  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement  he  more  than 
once  expressed  his  judgment  that  Freemasonry  was  a 
"good  institution"  —  altogether  undeserving  of  the 
persecution  to  which  it  was  then  subjected. 

Just  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of 
the  Revolution  the  Masonic  Lodges  in  Newport  and 
Providence  ceased  to  hold  meetings,  and  lapsed  into 
a  dormant  state.  The  causes  of  this  declension  may 
not  all  be  understood  at  the  time  of  this  writing; 
evidently,  however,  the  taking  away  by  death  of  sev- 
eral of  the  founders  of  the  organization  caused  dis- 
couragement, while  the  threatenings  of  disruption 
with  the  Mother  Country  and  the  excitement  this 
occasioned  no  doubt  contributed  to  an  abatement  of 
interest  in  Masonic  affairs. 

The  Lodge  in  Providence  was  inactive  from  1769 
to  1778;  "its  books  shut  up  and  its  jewels  under 
seal."  But  even  at  this  time  of  an  interregnum  the 
bond  of  connection  between  brethren  was  not  by  any 
means  devoid  of  vitality.  This  is  proven  by  a  single 
fact,  well  attested,  viz.,  the  participation  of  so  con- 
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siderable  a  number  of  Craftsmen  in  the  destruction  of 
the  44  Gaspee,"  June  8,  1772.  Abraham  Whipple,  John 
Brown,  Silas  Talbot,  John  Mawney,  Ephraim  Bowen, 
John  Bucklin,  and  others  conspicuous  in  the  volun- 
teer force  that  boarded  the  British  armed  schooner 
and  caused  her  destruction,  were  Masons.  Abraham 
Whipple,  the  commander  of  the  expedition,  was  after- 
wards a  captain  in  the  Continental  navy,  and  did  ex- 
cellent service. 


GASP E K . 

The  capture  of  the  k'  Gaspee,"  though  not  in  itself  a 
great  achievement,  for  the  vessel,  in  its  pursuit  of  the 
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44  Hannah,"  a  schooner  commanded  by  Capt.  Benj. 
Lindsay,  who  refused  to  strike  his  flag  and  submit  to 
an  examination,  had  gone  ashore  on  Namquit  Point, 
when  the  descent  of  the  Providence  patriots  was  so 
much  in  the  nature  of  a  surprise  that  the  crew  of  the 
44  Gaspee  "  had  no  opportunity  to  discharge  her  heavy 
guns  against  the  assailants.  Commander  Dudding- 
ton,  however,  did  fire  his  pistols  at  the  attacking 
party,  one  of  whom  responded  with  a  musket  shot, 
inflicting  a  wound  upon  Lieut.  Duddington.  Then  a 
surrender  was  made;  the  crew  set  ashore,  and  the 
vessel  burned.  The  capture  of  the  44  Gaspee "  has 
importance  as  being  the  first  combat  and  interchange 
of  shots  between  hostile  forces  representing  the  Brit- 
ish Government  and  the  American  Colonies.  That 
the  Masons  of  Providence,  under  the  leadership  of  the 
brave  and  patriotic  Abraham  Whipple,  were  promi- 
nent in  the  affair,  is  not  at  all  to  their  discredit,  and 
may  be  referred  to  as  evidence  that  they  were  in 
close  and  sympathetic  touch  as  brethren  even  though 
their  Lodge  was  then  in  a  dormant  condition. 

In  this  connection  the  statement  may  be  made  that 
on  July  L">,  1778,  Governor  Jabez  Bowen,  a  member 
of  St.  John's  Lodge  in  Providence,  who  had  previous- 
ly held  office  as  Junior  Warden,  caused  the  re -opening 
of  the  Lodge,  and,  under  a  commission  from  John 
Rowe,  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  Massachusetts, 
assumed  the  office  of  Worshipful  Master. 

The  Lodge  in  Newport  suffered  under  a  like  and 
prolonged  declension.  In  its  case  a  special  cause 
may  be  noted,  viz.,  the  establishment  of  King  Davids 
Lodge,  constituted  in  1780  under  the  immediate 
authority  of  Moses  M.  Hays,  14  Inspector  General  of 
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Masonry,"  etc.,  who  claimed  to  exercise  large  powers 
under  a  general  warrant,  purporting  to  emanate  from 
George  Harrison,  Esq.,  Provincial  Grand  Master  of 
New  York,  and  a  resident,  for  a  time,  of  Newport, 
R.  I.  The  earliest  record  of  King  David's  Lodge  is 
the  following  : 

44  From  the  East  Cometh  Light." 

Whereas  we,  Moses  M.  Hays  Grand  Elect  Perft  Sublime 
Dept.  Inspector  (ien'l  of  Masonry  Prince  of  the  East  &  &  &  by 
a  warrent  under  the  hand  &  seal  of  our  truly  and  well  beloved 
Brother  George  Harrison  Esq.  Grand  Master  &  &  &  is  author- 
ized, empowered  to  form  and  establish  a  Lodge  by  the  name  of 
King  David's  Lodge,  No.  i  &  whereas  we  having  found  several 
true  and  lawful  Brethren  here  desirous  of  becoming  members 
thereof  have  accordingly  convened  for  that  purpose  at  a  room 
convenient  for  holding  a  Lodge  this  evening.  June  7th  1780  and 
in  Masonry  57S0,  and  after  having  appointed  the  following 
Brethren  to  the  Office  for  this  night  affixed  to  their  respective 
names,  Viz.  Moses  M.  Hays,  Master  ;  Moses  Siaxas,  Sen.  War- 
den; David  Lopez,  Jun.  Warden;  Jeremiah  Clarke  Treasurer; 
Henry  Dayton  Secretary;  Solo.  A  Myers,  Deacon. 

The  Lodge  was  opened  .in  due  form  after  which  the  Master 
informed  the  Lodge  that  Robert  Elliott  ;  John  Handy  ;  Peleg 
Clarke  and  Daniel  Box  were  Modern  Masons,  but  were  truly 
desirous  to  be  Initiated  into  our  Ancient  Fraternity  and  that 
they  were  worthy  thereof  ;  they  were  all  accordingly  entered  as 
Apprentices  and  afterwards  passed  to  Fellow  Craft. 

June  10,  1780  Moses  M.  Hays  elected  Master.  Brothers 
Robert  Elliott,  John  Handy,  Peleg  Clarke  and  Daniel  Box  were 
raised  to  the  Sublime  Degree  of  Master  Mason. 

The  regularity  of  King  David's  Lodge  was  open 
to  serious  questioning,  but  it  lived  and  flourished  for 
some  ten  years,  when,  prior  to  the  formation  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  its  membership  was 
merged  in  the  revived  St.  John's  Lodge  of  Newport. 
King  David's  Lodge  included  a  goodly  number  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FREEMASONRY. 


45 


active  and  zealous  Craftsmen,  am6ng  whom  mention 
may  well  be  made  of  its  founder  and  first  Worshipful 
Master,  Moses  M.  Hays,  afterwards  Grand  Master  of 
Masons  in  Massachusetts,  and  Moses  Seixas  and 
Peleg  Clarke,  who  were  conspicuously  active  in  Ma- 
sonic interests  for  many  years,  each  of  them  attaining 
the  highest  office,  that  of  Grand  Master,  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island. 

Limiting  our  present  survey  to  the  period  which 
antedates  the  formation  of  Grand  Lodge,  we  note 
that  Freemasonry  in  Rhode  Island  passed  through  a 
struggle  to  maintain  its  existence.  In  that  first 
epoch  of  its  history  it  was  neither  as  popular  or  a*  well 
understood  as  in  succeeding  years,  and  consequently 
there  was  more  of  opposition  to  be  encountered 
with  far  less  of  intelligent  interest  in  its  support. 
Some  of  the  conditions  of  its  early  life  in  this*- juris- 
diction were  peculiarly  unfavorable ;  but  it  managed 
to  live — it  had  the  staying  power — a  reserve  of  in- 
terest and  influence  that  preserved  it  from  death.  Its 
early  constituency  represented  a  good  order  of  social, 
business,  and  professional  life;  Masons  in  those  days, 
as  in  our  own  time,  were  for  the  most  part  law  abid- 
ing, intelligent,  patriotic  citizens:  and,  therefore, 
against  many  obstacles,  lacking  members  and  re- 
sources at  the  first,  as  well  as  popular  influence,  the 
Masonic  Institution  made  headwavj  until  it  reached 


the  deserved  prominence  it  has  since  acquired. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


FORMATION   OF   THE  GRAND   LODGE  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 

CREEMASONRY  in  Rhode  Island,  at  the  close 
*  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  was  represented 
by  St.  John's  Lodge  in  Providence  and  King  David's 
Lodge  in  Newport.  The  first  Lodge  (St.  John's)  in 
Newport  was  inactive,  as  it  had  been  for  a  long  time. 
The  Lodge  in  Providence,  after  its  revival,  had  been 
greatly  prospered  under  the  efficient  leadership  of 
Bro.  Jabez  Bo  wen,  its  Wor.  Master  from  1778  to 
1790,  and  had  received  among  its  new  members  a 
large  accession  of  influential  citizens.  One  of  these, 
William  Barton,  initiated  in  1770,  is  deservedly  re- 
membered and  honored  for  his  heroic  exploit  in  mak- 
ing prisoner  of  the  British  General,  William  Prescott, 
on  the  island  of  Rhode  Island,  and  for  other  patriotic 
services.  Another,  John  Carlile,  initiated  in  1783, 
served  the  Craft  with  exceptional  skill  in  many  im- 
portant offices  for  a  long  term  of  years. 

The  membership  of  King  David's  Lodge,  at  this 
same  period,  included  a  goodly  number  of  intelligent 
and  zealous  brethren.  Its  prosperity  was  retarded 
by  some  unfavorable  conditions.  As  pointing  to 
some  of  these  conditions  affecting  itself  and  the  dor- 
mant first  Lodge  in  Newport,  and  also  as  showing 
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the  general  condition  of  Freemasonry  in  Rhode 
Island,  the  following  paper  is  presented.  It  was  pre- 
pared by  a  Committee  of  the  Lodge  in  reply  to  a 
communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia, 
making  enquiry  as  to  the  "standing  of  Masonry"  in 
Rhode  Island  and  the  grounds  on  which  its  Grand 
Lodge  was  established.  The  reply  was  sent  in  De- 
cember, 1787. 

Brethren— The  annexed  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  King 
David's  Lodge,  No.  i,  will  apprize  you  of  the  receipt  of  your 
polite  and  Brotherly  letter,  under  date  of  30th  of  October  last, 
which  would  not  have  fell  immediately  under  our  view  had 
there  been  any  Grand  Lodge  within  this  State  ;  neither  should 
we  have  arrogated  to  ourselves  the  right  of  opening  it  could  we 
have  supposed  it  would  not  have  been  perfectly  agreeable  to 
our  Worthy  Brethren  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  i,at  Providence, 
to  whom  we  have  transmitted  a  copy  thereof.  By  the  tenor  of 
your  letter  you  only  require  to  know  upon  what  ground  any 
Grand  Lodge  which  may  be  within  this  State  is  established,  but 
we  deem  it  necessary  to  communicate  to  you  the  standing  of 
Masonry  within  this  State  and  therefore  shall  proceed  to  a 
detail  thereof. 

By  the  records  of  the  first  Lodge  in  Newport,  which  we  have 
in  our  possession,  we  find  that  there  had  been  a  Lodge  here 
previous  thereto,  but  by  the  caprice  of  the  Master  he  with-held 
from  them  the  Deputation  with  which  he  was  clothed  by  Thomas 
Oxnard,  Esq.,  Provincial  Grand  Master,  as  also  the  records  of 
the  said  Lodge,  whereupon  the  petition  from  several  members 
of  the  aforesaid  Lodge,  the  aforesaid  R.  W.  Thomas  Oxnard, 
Esq.,  under  his  hand  and  seal  at  Boston,  May  14,  1753.  ap- 
pointed Robert  Jenkins  Master  of  the  Lodge  here,  and  at 
which  period  its  records  commence. 

On  the  eve  24th  of  January,  1760,  the  Right  Worshipful  Jer- 
emy Gridley,  Esq.,  Grand  Master  of  all  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  in  North  America,  where  no  other  Grand  Master  is 
appointed,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  delegated  to  him  by  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Worshipful  James  Bridges,  Marquis  of  Carnavan, 


Digitized  by  Google 


48 


HISTORY  OF  FREEMASONRY. 


Grand  Master  of  Masons,  appointed  him,  the  aforesaid  Robert 
Jenkins,  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  the  then  Colony 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  with  full  power 
and  authority  to  constitute  and  regulate  Lodges  and  transact 
and  execute  all  the  duties  of  and  appertaining  to  the  office  of 
Provincial  Grand  Master. 

On  the  nth  of  November,  1756,  we  find  that  the  Rt.  Wor- 
shipful Robert  Jenkins  convened  the  Lodge  of  this  place  to 
meet  at  Providence,  for  the  express  purpose  of  initiating  several 
inhabitants  of  that  town  into  our  Ancient  arts  and  mysteries, 
and  then,  if  our  memory  serves  us  right,  was  constituted  and 
established  the  present  Lodge  at  Providence.* 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  an  absolute  decay 
took  place  in  the  first  Lodge  in  Newport,  and  it  has  never  been 
revived  under  that  description,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion 
it  never  will,  as  most  of  its  members  compose  the  body  of  our 
Lodge,  which  was  instituted  and  established  June  7th,  1780, 
by  the  Rt.  Worshipful  Moses  M.  Hays,  by  authority  which 
he  obtained  23  of  February,  1769,  from  the  Rt.  Worshipful 
George  Harrison,  Esq.,  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  New  York, 
he  then  being  a  resident  of  New  York,  but  at  the  institution  of 
King  David's  Lodge  an  inhabitant  of  this  place.  He  now  re- 
sides in  Boston  and  is  a  respectable  character  there,  and  is 
clothed  with  a  warrent  of  Masonry,  the  most  sublime  that  ever 
came  under  our  observation,  a  copy  of  which  from  our  records 
we  inclose  for  your  perusal. 

On  the  13th  day  of  June,  1759,  the  Legislature  granted  a 
partial  Charter  to  the  Fraternity,  incorporating  them  under  the 
name  in  law  of  the  Master,  Wardens  and  Society  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  in  the  Town  of  Newport.  The  advantages 
of  which  we  think  we  can  at  any  time  avail  ourselves  of.  Sev- 
eral of  our  members  are  dignified  with  the  higher  orders  of 
Masonry,  and  we,  the  under-writers,  have  attained  from  the 
1 6th  to  the  39th  Degree  of  its  Sublimity.  We  strictly  enjoin 
you  to  be  cautious  of  Masons  appearing  from  these  parts  as 
there  is  a  certain  J  N         whose  private  character  is  such 

*  Kviilenlly  this  in  a  mistake.  The  l^udge  in  Providence  was  not  constituted  at 
that  time,  hut  at  a  later  date.  The  Newport  Lodge  did,  however,  make  some 
eight  Masons  at  that  meeting  in  Providence,  having  made  two  previously  in  New- 
port,  who  were  the  first  members  of  the  Providence  Lodge. 
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as  that  we  have  denied  him  admittance  into  our  Lodge  for 
several  years  past.       *       *****  * 

*  *  *  He  has  also  assumed  to  himself  the  right 
of  making  Masons?  and,  as  we  are  informed,  he  yet  continues  so 
to  do,  refusing  none  that  present  themselves,  let  what  will  be 
their  character.  This  information  we  entreat  you  to  communi- 
cate to  all  within  the  circle  of  your  correspondence.  We  shall 
at  all  times  feel  ourselves  happy  to  communicate  with  you  as 
Brethren  touching  any  subject  that  may  be  for  the  wellfare  of 
Masonry  and  for  the  furtherance  and  good  of  the  craft,  holding 
it  as  worthy  the  attention  of  all  men  who  have  entered  into  the 
principles  and  taken  the  obligations  of  Masonry,  to  be  con- 
scientious by  attendance  and  scrupulously  exact  in  its  duties, 
which  are  founded  on  Benevolence,  Brotherly  Love  and  the 
happiness  of  mankind  in  general. 

We  salute  you  with  cordial  and  Brotherly  wishes,  and  are 
very  respectfully, 

Your  very  humble  servants, 

MOSES  SEIXAS,  ) 

HENRY  DAYTON,    V  Committee. 

HENRY  GOODWIN,  j 

Moses  Seixas,  who  undoubtedly  composed  this  re- 
sponse sent  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  was  a 
prominent  merchant  of  Newport.  His  residence  was 
on  Washington  Square,  later  the  property  of  Com- 
modore O.  H.  Perry.  He  was  Cashier  of  the  Bank 
of  Rhode  Island,  (of  which  Christopher  Champlin, 
first  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island,  was 
President)  a  position  which  he  held  until  his  death 
in  1809.  He  was  a  devoted  Craftsman,  and  often 
represented  the  Fraternity  in  matters  requiring  Ma- 
sonic and  general  knowledge.  He  presented  the  ad- 
dress of  the  members  of  King  David's  Lodge  to 
President   Washington  when    he   visited  Newport, 
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August  17,  1790.  The  body  of  Seixas  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Parish  Cemetery,  Newport,  and  a  monu- 
ment erected  to  his  memory,  on  which  the  following 
inscription  can  be  read:  » 

M  A  T  ESBETH. 

MONUMFXT  OF 

M  O  S  E  S     S  K  I  X  A  S  , 
I )  1 1. 1>   4  t  h    Chislkn,   5  5  7  o  , 
Beino  Nov.  29,  1809, 
Ac; E»  66. 

Hk  was  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Masonic 
Order  of  this  State  and  Cashier  of 
the  Hank  of  Rhode  Island  from  its 
Commencement  to  His  Death. 

It  does  not  seem  out  of  place  in  this  connection, 
as  showing  the  regard  in  which  Freemasonry  was 
held  by  the  Rhode  Island  Masons  of  a  century  and 
more  ago,  and  as  indicating  especially  the  feeling  of 
President  Washington  to  the  Institution,  to  present 
herewith  the  address  of  King  David's  Lodge  and  the 
response  made  thereto. 

ADDRESS. 

Newport,  R.  I.,  Aug.  17,  1790. 

To  George  Washington,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America: 

We,  the  Master,  Wardens  and  Urethren  of  King  David's 
Lodge  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  joyfully  embrace  this  oppor- 
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tunity  to  greet  you  as  a  Brother  and  to  hail  you  welcome  to 
Rhode  Island. 

We  exult  in  the  thought  that  as  Masonry  has  always  been 
patronized  by  the  wise,  the  Good  and  the  Great,  so  hath  it  stood 
.and  ever  will  stand,  as  its  fixtures  and  on  the  immutable  pillars 
of  Faith.  Hope  and  Charity  with  unspeakable  pleasure  we  grat- 
ulate  you  as  filling  the  Presidential  chair  with  the  applause  of  a 
numerous  and  enlightened  people,  whilst  at  the  same  time  we 
felicitate  ourselves  the  honor  done  the  Brotherhood  by  your 
many  examplary  virtues  and  emanations  of  goodness  proceed- 
ing from  a  heart  worthy  of  possessing  the  Ancient  mysteries  of 
our  Craft  being  persuaded  that  the  wisdom  and  grace  with 
which  Heaven  has  endowed  you  will  ever  square  all  your 
thoughts,  words  and  actions,  by  the  eternal  laws  of  honor, 
equity  and  truth,  as  to  promote  the  advancement  of  all  good 
works,  your  happiness  and  that  of  mankind. 

Permit  us  then  Illustrious  Brother  cordially  to  salute  you 
with  three  times  three  and  to  all  our  fervent  supplications  that 
the  Sovereign  Architect  of  the  Universe  may  always  encompass 
with  his  holy  protection. 

MOSES  SEIXAS,  )  n 

c  i^oinintttcc. 

HENRY  SHERBURNE,  f 

By  Order, 

\V*M.  LlTTLEFlELl),  Sect')'. 

PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON'S  REPLY. 

To  the  Master,  Wardens  and  Brethren  of  King  Davids  Lodge  in 
Newport,  K.  I. 

Gentlemen:  I  receive  the  welcome  which  you  gave  me  to 
Rhode  Island  with  pleasure,  and  I  acknowledge  my  obligations 
for  the  flattering  expressions  of  regard  contained  in  your  ad- 
dress with  grateful  sincerity,  being  persuaded  that  a  just  appli- 
cation of  the  principles  on  which  the  Masonic  Fraternity  is 
founded  must  be  promotive  of  private  virtue  and  public  pros- 
perity. I  shall  always  be  happy  to  advance  the  interest  of  the 
Society  and  to  be  considered  by  them  as  a  deserving  Brother. 

My  best  wishes  Gentlemen,  are  offered  for  your  individual 
happiness. 

GEORGE  WASHING  ION. 
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It  was  in  the  year  of  President  Washington's  visit 
to  Rhode  Island,  1700,  that  the  subject  of  a  general 
Granjl  Lodge  of  the  United  States  was  agitated 
throughout  the  country.  There  is  no  question  of 
the  fact  that  many  brethren  favored  the  establish- 
ment of  such  a  supreme  body,  having  the  further 
thought  that  General  Washington  would  accept  the 
position  of  Grand  Master  and  thus  augment  the  pres- 
tige of  the  Masonic  institution.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
the  records  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Providence,  and 
King  David's  Lodge,  Newport,  show  that  a  commu- 
nication was  received  by  these  Lodges  from  Grand 
Master  James  Jackson,  of  Georgia,  covering  certain 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  juris- 
diction in  relation  to  a  proposed  General  Grand 
Lodge.  The  matter  of  organization  being  thus  pre- 
sented, it  seems  to  have  occurred  to  the  minds  of 
brethren  that,  while  it  might  be  well  to  have  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Lodge,  it  would  also  be  anexcellent  move 
to  first  establish  a  Grand  Lodge  in  Rhode  Island. 
Committees  were  appointed  to  consider  the  subject, 
and,  after  conference  between  the  representatives  of 
the  two  Lodges,  a  plan  for  the  formation  of  a  Grand 
Lodge  for  the  State  was  outlined. 

Just  at  this  point,  while  the  preliminary  arrange- 
ments were  being  adjusted,  it  is  interesting  to  notice 
that  steps  were  taken  by  the  Newport  brethren  to  re- 
vive the  First  Lodge,  St.  John's,  and  thus  secure  the 
precedence  which  seemed  to  be  properly  theirs  in  the 
proposed  Grand  Lodge.  Thus,  under  date  of  Sept. 
20,  1700,  the  record  of  King  David's  Lodge  shows 
the  following  action :  "  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to   confer  with  the  members  of  the  First 
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Lodge  in  Newport  and  to  request  them  to  revive 
their  Lodge,  when  this  Lodge  will  cease  their  exist- 
ence and  become  members  thereof;  and  when  they 
accede  thereto  to  make  immediate  arrangements  and 
cause  measures  to  be  taken  accordingly  for  effecting 
the  purpose  without  delay." 

Under  date  of  Oct.  19,  1700,  the  Committee  re- 
ported as  follows : 

The  Committee  (to  wit)  R.\  W.\  Master,  Worshipful  War- 
dens, Bro.  Secretary,  Pcleg  Clarke,  Jos.  Clarke  and  George 
Sears,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  members  of  the  First  Lodge 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  Newport  reported  that  they 
have  had  the  conference  and  in  consequence  thereof  the  said 
First  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  Newport  is  this 
evening  revived  under  full  force  and  authority,  and  that  they 
had  unanimously  declared  the  R.\  W.\  Master  the  Worshipful 
Wardens  and  all  the  members  of  this  Lodge  to  be  members  of 
that  Lodge  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever.  Whereupon 
it  is  unanimously  voted  and  resolved  that,  for  the  sake  of  har- 
mony and  Brotherly  love,  the  Lodge  shall  cease  its  existence 
from  the  closing  of  this  present  Lodge  this  evening,  and  that  all 
funds  belonging  to  this  Lodge  be  placed  into  the  First  Lodge 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  on  their  engaging  that  the  busi- 
ness unfinished  in  this  Lodge  be  completed  by  that,  agreeably 
to  the  arrangements  made  by  this  Lodge  ;  and  furthermore  that 
they  guarantee  and  assume  responsibility  of  all  doings  and 
transactions  of  this  Lodge  from  the  date  of  its  existence  until 
its  period  this  evening. 

The  following  memorandum  is  added  to  the  record  : 

Business  being  completed  with  the  utmost  harmony  and 
Brotherly  love  and  the  Brethren  infinitely  happy  at  the  reflec- 
tion that  during  existence  of  this  Lodge  discord  never  showed 
its  glimpse  within  Us  pales,  but  that  all  was  Peace,  Friendship 
and  Love,  which  belonging  they  wish  may  pervade  and  attend 
them,  not  only  into  the  Lodge  in  which  they  have  consolidated 
themselves,  but  in  all  their  social  enjoyments,  and  that  in  due 
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time  and  when  properly  clothed  they  may  be  translated  to  the 
Heavenly  Grand  Lodge  where  resideth  the  Sovereign  Archi- 
tect of  the  Universe  — Supreme  Grand  Master. 

The  First  Lodge,  St.  John's,  being  duly  revived 
and  re -organized  on  the  evening  of  the  same  date,  by 
the  action  of  a  sufficient  number  of  its  members,  who 
appointed  Peleg  Clarke,  Master,  and  other  brethren 
to  fill  temporarily  important  offices,  proceeded  at  once 
to  business  "  by  opening  an  Entered  Apprentices 
Lodge,  and  then  admitting  without  delay,  let,  or  hin- 
drance, the  Right  Worshipful  Master,  the  Worshipful 
Wardens,  and  the  Brethren  of  King  David's  Lodge 
to  become  members  thereof  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses whatsoever."  Eleven  members  of  St.  John's 
Lodge  participated  in  the  revival,  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty  members  from  King  David's  Lodge  were 
absorbed  in  the  re-organized  Lodge,  which  unani- 
mously made  choice  of  the  following  named  brethren 
to  serve  until  the  24th  of  June,  1701,  viz.: 


R.\  \V.\  Moses  Seixas, 
\Y.\  John  Brf.f.sf, 
W.\  John  Topham,  . 
Bro.  Christopher  Fowler,  . 
William  Litti.efif.lh, 
William  Douglass,  j 
Winc;  Spoon er,  f 
James  Tew, 


Master. 
.    S.  Warden. 

J.  Warden. 
.  Treasurer. 

Secretary. 

.  Deacons. 
Tyler. 


The  movement  for  the  formation  of  Grand  Lodge 
now  went  forward  with  despatch,  so  that  an  agree- 
ment as  to  methods  and  measures  was  soon  reached 
by  the  brethren  in  Newport  and  Providence.  The 
plan  formulated  by  the  Committees  for  the  proposed 
organization    received    the    formal  approval  of  St. 


Digitized  by 


HISTORY  OF  FREEMASONRY.  55 

Johns  Lodge,  Newport,  March  14,  1791;  and  of  St. 
John's  in  Providence,  April  G,  1791.  By  the  plan 
thus  adopted  the  first  Grand  Master  was  to  be  chosen 
by  the  Lodge  at  Newport ;  the  Deputy  Grand  Master 
by  the  Lodge  at  Providence.  The  other  officers  were 
to  be  equally  divided  between  the  two  districts ;  the 
first  district  consisted  of  the  counties  of  Newport, 
Washington,  and  Bristol,  and  the  second  of  the 
counties  of  Providence  and  Kent.  The  two  Lodges 
were  to  have  the  appointment  of  Grand  Master  alter- 
nately. The  first  officers  were  to  continue  in  office 
untiU793. 

Under  the  terms  of  this  agreement  the  Lodge  at 
Newport  elected  the  following  brethren  to  the  offices 
named : 

Most  Worshipful  Chris.  Champlin,    .    .    Grand  Master. 

Peleg  Clarke,     .    .    .  Sen.  Grand  Warden. 
George  Sears,  .    .    .    Sen.  Grand  Deacon. 
John  Handy,  ....  Grand  Secretary. 
Jahez  Champlin,    .    .     Grand  Marshal. 
Henry  Hunter, 
George  Gibbs, 


»  —     —  — 

F  R  ) 

'  }    .    .  Honorary  Members. 


The  Lodge  at  Providence  elected  the  Rt.  Wor- 
shipful Jabez  Bowen,  D.  G.  Master. 

Daniel  Tillinghast,  Jun.  Grand  Ward. 

Ekenezer  Thompson,  Jun.  Grand  Deacon. 

Joseph  Russell,  Grand  Treasurer. 

Gershom  Jones,   Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

John  Brown, 
Benj.  Bowen 


[   Honorary  Members. 


On  Monday  the  27th  of  June,  1791,- being  the 
day  affixed  on  for  the  celebration  of  the  Feast  of  St. 
John  the  Baptist,"  [St.  John's  Day  having  occurred 
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on  the  previous  Friday']  a  number  of  brethren  repre- 
senting the  two  Lodges  met  in  the  State  House  at 
Newport  and  proceeded  to  organize  a  Grand  Lodge 
in  accordance  with  the  plan  that  had  been  approved. 
The  Right  Worshipful  Moses  Seixas  presided  and 
installed  the  officers  who  had  been  previously  desig- 
nated for  the  several  stations.  When  the  organiza- 
tion had  been  completed,  the  newly  installed  officers, 
with  members  of  Grand  Lodge  and  visiting  brethren, 
marched  in  procession  to  Trinity  Church,  where  a 
discourse,  having  appropriateness  to  the  occasion,  was 
delivered  by  the  Rector,  Rev.  Wm.  Smith,  and  a  col- 
lection was  taken,  amounting  to  £\\*  9s.  4d.,  which 
sum,  it  was  ordered  "  should  be  invested  in  wood,  and 
distributed  to  the  poor  of  this  town  during  the  ensu- 
ing winter." 

By  attending  as  a  body  on  Divine  service,  and 
making  their  offering  in  the  House  of  Worship  for  a 
benevolent  purpose,  the  brethren  who  formed  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  and  those  Masonically 
associated  with  them  at  that  time,  plainly  signified 
their  respect  for  religion  and  for  that  practical  Charity 
so  much  emphasized  by  the  teachings  of  Freema- 
sonry. 

After  returning  from  Church  to  the  place  of  meet- 
ing for  organization,  etc.,  the  following  action  was 
taken,  as  shown  by  Grand  Lodge  record : 

At  a  Grand  J.odoe,  held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  at  New- 
port, June  27,  1 791. 

Present, 

Most  Worshipful  C.  Champlin,  Ksq.,  G.  Master. 

That  Brothers  George  Gums,  Robert  N.  Auchmlty 
and  Benjamin  Bourn,  Ksqs.  be  appointed  a  Committee,  to  wait 
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on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  with  the  particular  thanks  of  the  Lodge, 
for  his  entertaining  and  very  suitable  Discourse,  delivered  be- 
fore them  this  day  ;  and  request  of  him  a  copy  for  the  press. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Records  : 

Witness,       Samuel  Snow,  G.  Sec'ry,  P.  T. 

In  response  to  the  request  of  the  Grand  Lodge  the 
author  consented  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  sermon  for 
publication.  He  sent  with  the  manuscript  the  fol- 
lowing inscription  which  was  printed  as  a  preface  or 
heading  to  the  discourse : 

To 

THE  MOST  WORSHIPFUL 

CHRISTOPHER   CHAMP  LIN.  Esq., 

GRAND  MASTER, 
AND  THE  RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL 

The  Hon.  JABEZ   BOW  EN,  Esq., 

DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTER, 

OF   FREE   AND   ACCEPTED  MASONS. 

IN  THE  STATE  OK 

RHODE  ISLAND  AND  PROVIDENCE  PLANTATIONS, 
THE    FOLLOWING  DISCOURSE 

IS  MOST  RESPECTFULLY  INSCRIBED, 

BY  THEIR  VERY  HUMBLE  SERVANT, 

THE  AUTHOR. 

Newport,  4™  ok  July,  1791. 
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The  title  page  of  the  pamphlet  is  alike  interesting 
and  suggestive.    It  is  herewith  shown  : 

A  DISCOURSE 

DK1.1VKKKI)  UK. FORK  TICK 

GRAND  LODGE 

OF  TIIF.  MOST  AM  IKM   AND  IfnNOKABLK  FRATF.RNTTY  OF 

FREE    AND   ACCEPTED  MASONS, 

<»F   11  IK 

State  of  Hljobe  jslanb  anb  {houibeiuc  {Hantations, 

IN 

TRINITY   CHURCH,  NEWPORT, 
ON  T 1 1 F.  27111  OF  JUNK,  1791, 

'IMF    I)AY   HV    IHKM    AITOINTKD    FOR    Uf.I.F.HRA  TIM .    1111.    FksTIVAI.    <>F  Si. 

John,  tiik  Hai-its t. 


He  who  built  all  things  /'..  Cod. — llib.  3  c.  4 


Ry  WILLIAM  SMITH.  A.  M. 

RK<  "I  i  iR  UF  TKIMIY  (lit  R'M,  NFAVI'oKT. 
J'rintcd  at  Pt\>~'iiiftn-e,  by  Hnnit  tt  WhccUr. 
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This  excellent  sermon,  the  first  discourse  preached 
before  the  Grand  Lods:e  of  Rhode  Island,  seems 
worthy  of  being  printed  in  full  in  this  connection. 
It  was  certainly  a  most  appropriate  discourse  for  the 
occasion.  It  appears,  herewith,  as  copied  from  the 
pamphlet  published  in  July,  1701: 

A  DISCOURSE. 

/  Co r.  6' t.  latter  part  of  the  1st  vn  st\ 
"Charity  Edifif.th." 

Before  a  Fraternity  whose  leading  characteristic  is  Love, 
Charity  is  a  theme  no  less  suitable,  than  profitable  and  pleas- 
ant.  To  every  son  of  humanity  and  peace,  the  tidings  *•  Charity 
edifieth  "  must  needs  be  highly  grateful,  and  awaken  in  his  ear 
the  angelic  hymn,  "  Peace  on  earth,  good  will  towards  men, 
glory  to  God  in  the  highest." 

Chanty  hath  been  continually  employed  in  doing  the  will  of 
Him  from  whom  she  proceedeth,  and  her  voice  hath  always  been 
heard  in  his  councils.  What  Solomon  hath  said  of  Wisdom  may 
with  equal  propriety  be  said  of  Charity; — and  the  language  of 
the  former  is  highly  befitting  the  lips  of  the  latter. — "The  Lord 
possessed  me  in  the  beginning  of  his  way,  before  his  works  of 
old  ;  I  was  set  up  from  everlasting,  from  the  beginning,  or  ever 
the  earth  was.  When  there  was  no  depths  I  was  brought  forth  ; 
when  there  was  no  fountains  abounding  with  water.  Hefore  the 
mountains  were  settled  ;  before  the  hills  was  I  brought  forth  ; 
while  as  vet  he  had  not  made  the  earth  nor  the  fields,  nor  the 
highest  part  of  the  dust  of  the  world.  When  he  prepared  the 
heavens,  I  was  there  ;  when  he  set  a  compass  upon  the  face  of 
the  deep  ;  when  he  established  the  clouds  above  :  when  he 
strengthened  the  foundations  of  the  deep  ;  when  he  gave  to 
the  sea  his  decree,  that  the  waters  should  not  pass  his  com- 
mandment ;  when  he  appointed  the  foundations  of  the  earth  ; 
then  I  was  by  him,  as  one  brought  up  with  him  ;  and  I  was 
daily  his  delight,  rejoicing  always  before  him  :  rejoicing  in  the 
habitable  parts  of  his  earth,  and  my  delights  were  with  the  sons 
of  men."   Prov.  Sr.  22,  d-v. 
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With  the  sons  of  men  Charity  always  took  delight  to  dwell. 
She  first  prepared  the  grand  dome  of  the  world  ;  and  then  ap- 
pointed the  image  and  representative  of  his  Maker,  the  subordi- 
nate master  of  all. 

If  we  desire  to  form  adequate  ideas  of  the  original  dignity 
and  glory  of  man,  hear  what  the  Prophets  have  spoken  concern- 
ing him.  "  Man  was  made  in  his  Maker's  likeness,  to  be  an 
image  of  his  own  eternity;"  "every  precious  stone  was  his 
covering,  the  sardius,  the  topas,  and  the  diamond  ;  the  beryl, 
the  onyx,  and  the  jasper ;  the  sapphire,  the  emerald,  and  the 
carbuncle,  and  gold." 

But  all  this  magnificence,  great  as  it  was,  was  nothing  more 
than  a  shadow  or  representation  of  that  most  excellent  majesty 
and  glory  prepared  for  him  in  the  heavenly  mansions,  had  he 
continued  mindful  of  the  precepts  of  Charity.  Forsaking  these, 
the  goodly  fabric  of  his  nature  fell  under  the  power  of  the  de- 
stroyer !  and  henceforth  it  became  necessary  that  his  earthly 
tabernacle  should  be  taken  down  and  reduced  to  its  original 
state,  in  order  to  be  rebuilt  a  glorious  fabric,  in  the  day  of  his 
tremendous  and  final  manifestation  ;  who,  by  the  power  of  his 
God-head  triumphing  over  the  destroyer,  rebuilt  the  temple  of 
his  own  body,  as  an  earnest  and  pledge  that  he  will  not  suffer 
our  bodies  to  continue  forever  in  ruins  ;  but  that  his  Charity 
will  finally  call  them  forth  from  the  inclosing  tomb,  as  stones 
are  dug  from  the  pit,  and  build  them  up,  temples  of  glory  ever- 
lasting. 

Great  and  marvellous  are  the  works  of  God  ;  in  measure  and 
proportion  do  they  stand  related  to  each  other  ;  harmony  per- 
vades the  universe,  and  man  hath  not  been  left  unendowed  with 
powers  of  searching  into,  and  delighting  in,  the  various  and 
divinely  appointed  furniture  of  the  Mundane  Dome,— this  house 
of  God"s  building,  which  he  hath  prepared  for  his  favorite, — 
man.  Nor  has  the  human  mind  been  stayed  in  empty  barren 
speculation  ;  for  as  often  as  the  All-wise  saw  occasion,  he  hath 
filled  particular  persons  with  "the  spirit  of  wisdom,  of  under- 
standing and  knowledge,  and  of  all  ingenious  workmanship  ;" 
enabling  them  thereby  to  "discover  ingenious  devices  to  work 
in  gold  and  silver  and  brass;  in  cutting  of  stones  and  in  carving 
of  wood  in  short,  in  the  arts  of  the  jeweller,  the  engraver, 
the  embroiderer,  the  weaver,  the  carpenter,  and  the  mason. 
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A  superior  degree  of  eminence  in  any  or  all  of  these,  is  as 
much  the  gift  of  God,  as  any  other  excellence  or  endowment, 
whether  of  body,  mind,  or  outward  estate  ;  for  u  what  maketh 
one  man  to  differ  from  another,"  but  a  larger  or  smaller  propor- 
tion of  one  or  more  of  the  donations  of  Heaven  ?  But  all  these 
gifts,  distributed  by  the  bountiful  hand  of  Charity,  are  given  for 
one  and  the  same  purpose,  namely,  that  of  co-operating  with  the 
sovereign  architect,  in  his  grand  and  immutable  design  of  build- 
ing up  his  children,  as  "  living  stones,"  into  one  glorious  fabric, 
one  holy  and  spiritual  temple  to  himself,  "  in  the  unity  of  the 
spirit,  and  in  the  bond  of  peace." 

In  building  up  the  Church  of  the  redeemed  in  this  unity  and 
•this  bond,  Charity  is  ever  engaged  ; — accordingly  we  read  in  the 
Book  of  Psalms,  that  "Jerusalem  is  built  as  a  city  that  is  at 
unity  with  itself,"  and  "  thither  the  Tribes  resort  to  celebrate 
the  feasts  of  the  Lord  with  praise  and  prayer  ;"  thither  Daniel 
directed  his  devotions^  praying  in  Babylon,  with  the  windows  of 
his  chamber  open  towards  Jerusalem  ;  and  the  universal  Church 
ceases  not  to  offer  up  her  prayers,  praises,  and  her  freewill  offer- 
ings, to  the  God  of  her  salvation,  in  the  union  and  communion 
of  the  New  Jerusalem,  the  City  of  the  Great  King. 

"The  Lord  loveth  the  gates  of  Zion  " — therefore  doth  he  "all 
things  for  the  edification  "  of  Zion's  children  ;— he  taught  the 
builders  of  the  sacred  temple  to  erect  that  divine  fabric  "  ac- 
cording to  the  pattern  shewn  to  Moses  in  the  mount  " 

With  this  pattern  or  model  before  his  eye,  and  Charity  en- 
throned in  his  heart,  the  sapient  King  of  Israel  undertook  to 
build  a  Temple  for  the  God  of  Jacob  : — "Jehovah  having  made 
him  understand  in  writing  by  his  hand  upon  him,  all  the  works 
of  the  pattern." 

And  not  less  remarkable  was  the  method  of  copying  after  the 
model  then  the  model  itself;  for  in  building  the  temple  accord- 
ing to  the  proportions  of  the  tabernacle,  there  was  neither  the 
sound  of  hammer  or  saw  or  ax  to  be  heard.  Prepared  in  the 
mountains  by  the  hand  of  honest  labour,  measured  out  by  the 
never-failing  proportions  of  Geometry  and  Architecture,  as  also 
polished  by  the  skill  which  wisdom  inspireth,  every  part  was 
taught  in  religious  silence  to  take  its  appointed  place  among 
the  fellow  members  of  that  spacious  and  mystical  edifice. 
Thereby  teaching  us  that  all  societies  are  most  strongly  coin- 
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pactcd  and  best  built  up  in  one  grand  unity,  when  each  mem- 
ber hath  cast  away  all  his  roughness,  irregularities  and  surd 
disproportions,  before  he  presume  to  offer  himself  to  become  a 
part  of  the  building. 

If  this  is  necessary  in  the  erection  of  human  societies,  it  is 
not  less  so  in  the  establishment  and  continuance  of  those  that 
are  of  a  religious  nature.  Wherefore,  if  any  man  desires  to 
be  an  acceptable  member  of  God's  building,  let  his  thoughts, 
words  and  actions  be  all  squared  by  the  hand  of  equity  and 
truth,  perfected  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  in  charity  to  men  ;  with 
such  living  stones  the  sovereign  architect  desires  to  build  ;  for 
having  laid  the  foundation  in  righteousness,  he  delights  in  car- 
rying on  the  superstructure  by  "  laying  judgment  to  the  line, 
and  equity  to  the  plummet." 

44 Other  foundation  than  God  hath  laid,  let  no  man  attempt 
to  lay  ;" — on  that  foundation  we  are  commanded  to  build,  for 
"we  are  God's  husbandry,  we  are  God's  .building  " — "we  are 
fellow  workers  with  God."  But  let  us  never  forget  that  how- 
ever proportioned  the  members,  however  polished  and  well  com- 
pacted the  fabric,  and  however  the  roses  and  lilies  of  the  crown 
may  rival  even  Nature  herself,  the  basis  whereon  these  are  to 
stand  must  derive  its  strength  and  perfection  from  Charity. 
A  master  builder  in  the  House  of  God  hath  made  us  acquainted 
with  this  most  important  truth  when  he  says,  "Above  all  these 
things  put  on  charity,— which  is  the  bond  of  perfectness  ; " — 
the  bond,  the  girdle  or  cincture,  which  gives  stability  and  beauty 
to  the  whole. 

And  as  upon  a  well  cinctured  and  consequently  perfected 
base  of  human  architecture,  any  of  the  orders  may  stand  with 
becoming  dignity  and  grace, — so  the  several  orders  and  grades 
of  mankind  shall  not  fail  to  rise  up  an  orderly  and  acceptable 
building,  fit  for  the  great  Master's  use,  when  once  they  have 
taken  their  station  and  remain  fixt  upon  the  well  squared  and 
perfectly  levelled  base  of  Charity. 

Moreover,  Solomon's  Temple  was  not  only  well  based,  but 
the  arch  of  its  glory  was  strongly  supported  as  well  as  beauti- 
fied by  the  two  pillars, — Jachin  and  Hoaz, — the  one  the  pillar  of 
beauty,  the  other  the  pillar  of  strength.  In  like  manner,  the 
fabric  which  hath  Charity  for  its  base  is  strengthened  and  beau- 
tified by  the  two  pillars,  Faith  and  Hope.    These  are  the  con- 
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tinual  attendants  on  Charity,  and  without  these  she  never 
undertakes  to  build.  In  some  places,  even  the  Beloved  of  the 
Father  "could  not  do  many  mighty  works  on  account  of  the 
people's  unbelief," — so  Charity  can  rear  no  goodly  edifice  with- 
out the  help  of  her  two  wardens,  Faith  and  Hope. 

On  each  side  of  the  porch,  which  was  denominated  "beauti- 
ful," leading  to  the  Holy  of  Holies,  stood  Jachin  and  Boaz  ;  so 
Faith  and  Hope, — the  one  the  lovely  "  evidence  of  things  not 
seen  ;"  the  other  strong  as  an  anchor  to  the  storm  driven  ves- 
sel,— stand  on  each  side  of  the  porch  that  leadeth  to  the  imme- 
diate residence  of  the  great  King. 

Blessed  is  the  man  who  walketh  in  this  porch,  whose  hope 
and  trust  is  in  the  Lord  who  made  Heaven  and  earth  ;  he  shall 
not  be  confounded  in  the  perilous  time, — his  house  of  defence 
shall  stand  firm  on  the  rock  of  ages, — he  shall  joyfully  walk 
in  the  garden  of  God,  and  his  feet  stand  secure  in  the  courts 
of  the  Lord. 

Established  on  Charity  and  strengthened  by  Faith  and  Hope, 
let  us  patiently  wait  until  He  who  "built  all  things"  shall  again 
descend  in  the  plenitude  of  his  eternal  glory  to  renovate  his 
work.  Then  shall  be  seen  "the  New  Jerusalem,  decked  as  a 
bride  prepared  for  her  husband  ;  her  walls  salvation,  and  her 
bulwarks  righteousness  ;  her  streets  paved  with  precious  stones, 
and  her  gates  of  the  pure  gold  of  Uphaz."  'Till  this  spiritual 
city,  these  houses  of  God's  building  are  prepared,  well  may  we 
meekly  acknowledge  that  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here,  even  in 
this  tabernacle  the  body,  where  we  may  behold  the  very  excel- 
lent glory  of  God,  reflected  as  in  a  faithful  mirror,  the  broad 
and  fair  polished  speculum  of  the  creation. 

Magnified  and  praised  forever  be  the  sovereign  architect  of 
the  universe,  who  hath  so  done  his  marvellous  works  that  they 
ought  to  be  had  in  remembrance,  and  who  hath  taught  us  "by 
the  things  which  he  hath  made  "  to  know  himself  who  is  invis- 
ible. 

Deriving  instruction  from  the  various  works  of  God,  man 
hath  acquired  the  knowledge  of  building  himself  *'  goodly  cities 
and  places  of  defence  "  from  the  hand  of  the  enemy  and  the 
inclemency  of  seasons  ;  nor  hath  the  sovereign  Giver  been 
sparing  in  granting  him  materials  ;  the  great  abundance  and 
variety  of  which  loudly  proclaim  that  they  were  not  given 
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merely  for  man's  necessity,  but  even  for  the  purposes  of  add- 
ing conveniency  and  elegancy  to  human  existence. 

Thus  sanctioned  by  Heaven  and  sacred  to  Charity,  the  Edi- 
fier,  long  may  the  art  be  held  venerable,  which,  by  erecting 
spacious  temples  to  God,  and  joyous  dwellings  for  men,  daily 
admonisheth  the  world  of  the  gracious  designs  of  "  Charity, 
which  never  faileth,  nor  is  weary  in  well  doing  ;  " — but  which, 
in  spite  of  every  discouragement  and  opposition,  will  go  on 
building  and  to  build,  with  timber  from  the  forest  of  the  Jewish 
and  Gentile  world, — with  stones  and  other  materials  from  Judea 
and  the  remotest  isles  of  the  earth  ;  sending  her  messengers 
day  by  day  to  request  the  King  of  the  Jews  and  the  King  of 
the  Gentiles  again  to  unite  in  building  up  the  families  of  their 
respective  people,  into  one  Holy  Temple  of  Jehovah,  that  the 
Lord  God  may  dwell  among  them  in  glory  everlasting. 

Finally,  with  lamps  burning  bright,  kindled  by  a  coal  from 
the  altar  of  Charity,  and  beautiful  for  order  as  the  gates  and 
pillars  of  Zion's  Temple,  go  ye  on,  Brethren,  squaring  your 
actions  by  the  eternal  rule  of  equity  and  proportion  ;  measuring 
your  designs  by  that  ratio  of  analogy  given  you  by  him  who  set 
his  compass  upon  the  face  of  the  deep  ;  and  not  forgetting  to 
use  the  helps  that  patience  offereth  in  leveling  your  desires 
with  your  circumstances :  so  that,  at  last,  when  the  beauty, 
strength  and  order  of  the  earthly  edifice  shall  give  way  to  that 
of  the  heavenly  ;  when  the  destroyer,  death,  in  virtue  of  his 
delegated  power,  shall  dash  in  pieces  the  earthen  vessel  which 
contains  your  jewels  of  science  and  immortality, — your  victory 
over  the  enemy  shall,  like  that  of  Gideon,  be  complete. 

Now  unto  Him  who  always  worketh  by  love,  and  hath  prom- 
ised to  build  us  up  into  eternal  life, — the  Great  Architect  of 
the  Universe,  Jehovah  Elohim,  trinity  of  persons  in  unity  of 
essence, — be  ascribed,  by  men  and  angels,  all  glory,  honour, 
dominion  and  praise,  now,  henceforth  and  forevermore. 

AMEN. 

The  44  Plan,"  or  Constitution,  accepted  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  new  organization,  provided,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  method  prescribed  for  the  election  of 
Grand  officers,  that  the  membership  of  the  Grand 
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Lodge  should  consist  of  "  the  Grand  officers,  all  Past 
Masters  of  Lodges  within  this  State,  and  all  such 
brethren  as  have  been  Masters  of  Lodges  without  the 
State  and  now  are  members  of  the  present  Lodge 
either  at  Newport  or  Providence;  likewise  the  Mas- 
ters and  Wardens  for  the  time  being  of  Lodges  under 
its  jurisdiction,  and  four  honorary  members."  It  des- 
ignated St.  John  the  Baptist  s  day  as  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  annual  communication  of  Grand  Lodge,  ex- 
cept when  that  day  should  fall  on  Saturday  or  Sunday, 
the  Lodge  at  the  place  of  meeting  should  designate 
the  date  of  meeting.  It  also  provided  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  should  hold  annual  sessions,  alternately  at 
Newport  and  Providence. 

Thus,  in  brief,  we  have  the  story  of  the  formation 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  It  was  the 
day  of  small  things  when  that  organization  was 
effected.  Two  Lodges  only  united  in  the  movement. 
There  were  but  eighteen  members  present,  although 
besides  these  there  was  a  goodly  number  of  visiting 
brethren.  The  membership  of  the  two  Lodges  alle- 
giant  to  the  Grand  Lodge  was  about  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  divided  almost  equally  between  the 
two  organizations. 

The  eighteen  brethren  who  were  identified  with  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  the  start  represented  a  good  quality  of 
Freemasonry.  Several  of  them  were  men  of  large  in- 
fluence and  prominent  in  public  affairs.  Christopher 
Champlin,  first  Grand  Master,  was  President  of  the 
Bank  of  Rhode  Island,  and  for  sixteen  years  a  repre- 
sentative in  the  State  legislature.  Hon.  Jabez  Bowen, 
first  Deputy  Grand  Master,  who  succeeded  Champlin 
as  Grand  Master  in  1794,  was  an  eminent  scholar 
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and  statesman,  greatly  esteemed  in  Providence  and 
throughout  the  State.  Moses  Seixas,  to  whom  a 
previous  reference  has  been  made,  was  a  worthy  rep- 
resentative of  the  Craft,  who  held  the  office  of  Grand 
Master  from  1802  to  1809.  Among  other  strong  and 
true  men  included  in  that  little  band  were  Peleg 
Clarke,  Grand  Master  in  1709,  Daniel  Tillinghast, 
John  Carlile,  George  Sears,  Benjamin  Bowen,  and 
Robert  Auchmuty,  a  skillful  and  learned  Craftsman, 
who  though  included  among  the  11  loyalists  "  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  was  yet  received  into  fel- 
lowship by  his  brethren  in  Newport,  with  whom  he 
co-operated  in  Masonic  interests. 

It  is  pleasant  to  recall  the  names  of  these  brethren 
who  were  earnest  workers  and  builders  in  their  gen- 
eration, and  who  made  a  clear  showing  of  their  ardent 
love  for  Freemasonry.  It  is  also  pleasant  and  sug- 
gestive to  consider  the  care  and  good  sense  which 
marked  the  course  of  these  men  and  their  associates 
in  organizing  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
thus  preparing  for  the  anticipated  growth  and  devel- 
opment of  the  Fraternity  in  this  State.  They  deserve 
the  meed  of  our  grateful  respect. 
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A   PROSPEROUS  ERA. 

THE  closing  years  of  the  eighteenth  century 
brought  a  large  measure  of  prosperity  to  the 
Masonic  Fraternity  in  Rhode  Island.  There  were 
gains  outwardly — a  gratifying  increase  in  members 
and  resources — and  the  deepening  of  a  strong  feel- 
ing of  interest  in  and  a  regard  for  Freemasonry  by 
brethren  pledged  to  its  support.  Not  every  one  who 
knocked  at  the  doors  of  the  institution  was  admitted, 
the  rejections  at  that  time  including  as  great  a  per- 
centage of  the  applicants  as  now.  In  1707,  St.  John's 
Lodge  of  Providence  rejected  five  petitioners  for  the 
degrees,  and  in  the  years  close  following  a  yet  larger 
number  of  applicants  were  refused  admission — doubt- 
less for  good  and  sufficient  reasons. 

Freemasonry  as  then  interpreted  and  applied  cor- 
responded in  its  forms,  ceremonies,  and  methods  of 
administration,  with  the  system  as  now  presented. 
Differences  may  be  noticed,  but  for  the  most  part 
these  divergences  do  not  relate  to  matters  of  impor- 
tance. The  three  degrees,  at  that  early  period,  were 
conferred  at  a  cost  of  twenty-one  dollars  to  the  can- 
didate, viz.:  twelve  dollars  for  Initiation ;  three  dol- 
lars for  Passing,  and  six  dollars  for  Raising.  It  re- 
quired a  separate  vote  to  authorize  advancement  from 
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one  degree  to  another,  or  to  obtain  membership. 
Brethren  who  had  passed  to.  the  degree  of  Fellow 
Craft  were  eligible  to  Lodge  membership. 

In  the  years  covering  the  first  decade  from  the 
time  of  its  organization,  the  Grand  Lodge  held  its 
annual  communication  on  or  near  the  anniversary  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist,  meeting  generally  either  at 
Providence  or  Newport.  Usually  there  was  but  little 
business  requiring  attention,  and  under  the  "  Plan  " 
of  organization  the  election  of  officers  was  practically 
decided  before  the  date  of  convening;  hence  ample 
time  was  available  for  the  procession,  the  religious 
discourse  in  some  church,  and  the  dinner,  which 
formed  essential  features  of  Grand  Lodge  gatherings 
in  the  ancient  time.  It  may  be  mentioned  that,  at 
the  first  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge  in  Providence,  June 
25,  1702,  a  discourse  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Bro.  Bad- 
ger, and  that  Rev.  Mr.  Maxey,  President  of  Brown 
University,  officiated  as  Chaplain.  The  vote  passed 
by  Grand  Lodge,  showing  its  appreciation  of  the  dis- 
course and  prayer,  was  on  this  wise : 

Voted,  That  the  Right  Worshipful  Jabez  Bowen,  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  &  Brothers  Kowen  <S:  Auchmuty  be  a  Committee 
to  wait  on  the  Revd.  Brother  Badger  with  t,he  thanks  of  this 
Lodge  for  his  very  Suitable  Discourse  delivered  them  this  day, 
&  to  request  a  copy  for  the  Press,  &  also  to  return  the  thanks 
of  this  Lodge  to  the  Revd.  Mr.  Maxey  for  his  well-adapted 
Prayer  on  the  Occasion,  &  that  the  same  Committee  be  Em- 
powered to  determine  the  number  of  Books  which  shall  be 
printed  &  to  distribute  them  accordingly. 

It  may  also  be  noticed  in  this  connection  that  the 
Rev.  William  Smith  of  Newport,  and  the  Rev.  Abra- 
ham L.  Clarke  of  Providence,  acted  as  Grand  Chap- 
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lains,  being  officially  designated  as  such  in  the  records 
of  1796.  These  clergymen  were  made  the  recipients, 
respectively,  of  a  "  pair  of  silver  canns,"  in  token  of 
the  recognition  of  their  services  on  the  part  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  the  expense  of  providing  the  tankards 
being  shared  by  St.  John's  Lodge  of  Newport  and  St. 
John's  Lodge  of  Providence. 

A  Masonic  Burial  Service,  prepared  by  Rev.  Bro. 
\Vm.  Smith,  was  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at 
the  annual  communication  held  in  Newport,  June  20, 
1797.  It  was  an  exceedingly  brief  form  of  service, 
yet  comprehensive  and  well  adapted  for  the  purpose 
designed.  As  one  of  the  early  forms  of  such  a  ser- 
vice, it  is  printed  herewith : 

MASONIC  BURIAL  OFFICE. 

At  the  grave,  the  Brethren  forming  an  oblong  square — the  Master 

or  Chaplain  saitli, 

Brethren,  man  goeth  forth  to  his  work  and  to  his  labour, 
until  the  evening  of  his  day.  The  labour  and  work  of  our 
Brother  are  finished  ;  with  him  there  is  now  no  more  counsel 
nor  device  ;  and  according  to  ancient  custom,  we  are  here  as- 
sembled, to  introduce  him  to  the  Lodge  prepared  for  all  living. 


The  Body  laid  in  the  grave. 

God  in  his  wisdom  having  separated  the  soul  and  body  of 
our  Brother,  we  therefore  commit  his  body  to  the  ground  ; 
earth  to  earth,  ashes  to  ashes,  dust  to  dust  ;  in  hope  that  he 
shall  rise  again  in  the  resurrection  at  the  last  day,  when  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  shall  bring  to  light  all  who  are  under  the 
darkness  and  shadow  of" death  ;  causing  the  earth  and  sea  to 
give  up  their  dead,  no  more  to  see  corruption. 
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The  Master  or  Chaplain  putting  the  sacred  roll  into  the  grave. 

May  our  departed  Brother  find  mercy  in  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, and  be  numbered  with  the  saints  of  the  Most  High,  in 
glory  everlasting. 


The  Master  or  Chaplain  putting  the  apron  into  the  grave. 

Naked  came  1  into  the  world,  and  naked  shall  I  return. 
Here  we  have  no  permanent  Lodge,  or  place  of  abode  ;  but  we 
look  for  one  to  come.  Not  trusting  in  ourselves,  but  in  God, 
who  preserveth  the  living,  and  enliveneth  the  dead,  we  hope  to 
pass  an  everlasting  day  of  blissful  Brotherhood,  in  a  Lodge 
superior  to  the  canopy  of  heaven,  clothed  with  garments  of 
glory,  and  robes  of  salvation. 


The  Brethren  mining  from  East  to  West  round  the  grave,  and  in 
succession  dropping  into  it  a  sprig  of  evergreen.  The  M aster 
or  Chaplain: 

Thf.se  sprigs  of  evergreen  we  plant  in  the  earth,  together 
with  the  body  of  our  departed  Brother,  as  the  symbol  of  belief 
that  he  will  live  beyond  the  grave,  and  receive  a  reward  for  the 
deeds  done  in  this  life. 


Master  or  Chaplain  addressing  the  Brethren. 

Brethren,  be  careful  to  walk  in  the  light,  whilst  ye  have  the 
light ;  for  the  darkness  of  death  will  come  upon  you.  Remem- 
ber daily  to  crave  help  of  the  gracious  Lord  and  Master  of 
all,  to  assist  you  in  regulating  your  lives  by  the  line  of  eternal 
rectitude  and  truth  ;  to  assist  you  in  squaring  your  actions  by 
the  unchangeable  square  of  virtue  ;  to  assist  you  in  extending 
the  arms  of  your  charity  to  embrace  all  men,  but  especially 
Brethren,  within  the  circumference  of  your  affections;  so  that 
in  the  evening  of  life,  ye  may  be  found  worthy  to  be  called  orf 
from  labor  to  refreshment  ;  your  mortal  part  to  repose  in  the 
bed  of  death,  and  your  immortal  duly  prepared  for  a  transla- 
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tion  from  a  terrestrial  to  a  celestial  Lodge,  to  join  the  fraternity 
of  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect. 


Af aster  or  Chaplain. 

Brethren,  the  Lord  bless  you  and  keep  you  :  the  Lord  de- 
fend you  from  all  evil,  and  assist  you  in  all  good  :  the  Lord 
make  the  light  of  his  countenance  to  shine  upon  you  evermore. 

AMEN. 

On  June  24,  1796,  in  response  to  a  petition  from 
twelve  brethren  residing  in  Warren,  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island  gave  authority  for  the  establishment 
of  a  new  Lodge  in  that  town.  This  new  organiza- 
tion, Washington  Lodge,  No.  3,  did  not  receive  its 
charter  until  nearly  two  years  later,  the  date  of  its 
issuance  being  March  15,  1708,  and  the  constitution 
of  the  new  Lodge  did  not  take  place  until  Oct.  3, 
1799.  During  the  last  named  year  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge 
in  Providence  and  Washington  Lodge  in  South 
Kingstown  were  organized ;  and  quickly  following 
came  St.  Alban's  Lodge  in  Bristol;  Mt.  Moriah 
Lodge,  Smithfield;  Harmony  Lodge,  Pawtuxet; 
Union  Lodge,  Pawtucket;  King  Solomon's  Lodge, 
East  Greenwich  ;  Manchester  Lodge,  Coventry,  and 
Morning  Star  Lodge,  Cumberland. 

Several  of  the  Lodges  included  in  this  list  held 
meetings  and  conferred  the  degrees  for  a  considera- 
ble time  previous  to  the  dates  of  their  respective  char- 
ters. The  ceremony  of  constitution  was  generally 
arranged  as  a  public  service,  to  which  many  persons 
not  connected  with  the  Fraternity  were  attracted  by 
curiosity  or  a  friendly  interest. 

Among  other  evidences  of  prosperity  noticeable  at 
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this  early  period,  reference  may  be  made  to  the  action 
taken  by  St.  John's  Lodsje  in  Providence,  in  securing: 
more  suitable  apartments  for  Masonic  work  and  meet- 
ings. In  1707  a  Masonic  Hall  was  fitted  up  in  the 
third  story  of  the  Market  Building,  Market  Square, 
this  upper  story  having  been  added  by  the  Lodge  and 
arranged  for,  under  its  ownership.  The  apartments 
were  dedicated  by  the  Grand  Lodge  on  St.  John  the 
Evangelist's  Day,  Dec.  27,  171)7.  This  date  is  mem- 
.orable'as  marking  the  dedication  of  the  first  Masonic 
Hall  in  Rhode  Island.  The  building,  shown  in  the 
accompanying  view,  was  centrally  situated,  and  well 
arranged  and  furnished  for  the  purposes  designed. 
It  continued  to  be  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  Provi- 
dence brethren  for  a  long  term  of  years. 

A  year  or  two  later  the  brethren  of  Washington 
Lodge,  No.  o,  at  Warren,  determined  to  erect  a  build- 
ing for  Lodge  purposes,  and  proceeding  with  much 
energy  in  their  enterprise,  they  had  a  handsome  and 
commodious  Hall  ready  for  dedication  on  the  3d  of 
October,  1700,  on  which  occasion  the  Grand  Lodge 
held  a  special  communication  in  the  new  Hall  to  ded- 
icate the  same  and  install  the  officers  of  Washington 
Lodge.  The  Tenth  Annual  Communication  of  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  in  Warren,  on  the  24th  of  June,  1801. 

The  death  of  Gen.  George  Washington,  which  took 
place  at  Mt.  Vernon,  December  14,  1700,  caused  sin- 
cere mourning  throughout  the  land.  Washington  was 
specially  mourned  by  Masons  as  an  illustrious  brother 
who  had  been  the  patron  and  the  ornament  of  the 
Fraternity.  The  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  the 
Craftsmen  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  early  time,  was  in- 
dicated by  the  fact  that  two  of  the  first  five  Lodges 
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organized  in  the  State  took  the  name  of  Washington, 
and  a  third  was  constituted  under  the  suggestive 
designation  of  Mount  Vernon.  As  soon  as* the  intel- 
ligence of  Washington's  death  was  received,  Grand 
Master  Olney  caused  a  communication  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  every  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction,  in  which, 
after  reciting  the  loss  sustained  by  the  death  of  the 
most  illustrious  member  of  the  Fraternity,  a  request 
was  made  that  all  Masons  in  the  jurisdiction  should 
wear  a  mourning  ribbon,  on  the  left  arm,  for  nine  days 
in  token  of  their  love  and  respect  for  the  departed 
brother. 

In  this  connection  mention  may  be  made  of  the 
position  taken  by  Rhode  Island  Masons  regarding 
the  establishment  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge.  It 
had  been  proposed  as  early  as  17S0  to  establish  such 
a  body,  with  Washington  as  the  General  Grand  Mas- 
ter. This  project  having  been  communicated  to  the 
Lodges  in  Providence  and  Newport,  was  no  doubt 
one  of  the  impelling  causes  that  led  to  the  formation 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  Intelligent 
brethren  felt  that  first  of  all  the  Craft  of  the  State 
should  be  united  in  a  Grand  Lodge;  and  this  being 
accomplished  they  were  willing  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  the  formation  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge. 
At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island,  1791,  the  following  action  was  taken: 

Voted.  That  Bro.  Benj.  Bo  wen  be  appointed  a  Delegate  to 
represent  this  Lodge  in  a  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  re- 
spective Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States,  at  Philadelphia  or 
elsewhere,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  &  Constituting  a  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  United  States,  and  the  adopting  any  other  meas- 
ures which  by  said  Convention  may  be  adjudged  condusivc  to 
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the  Interest  of  Masonry,  to  be  reported  to  this  Lodge  for  their 
approbation. 

At  the*  annual  communication,  in  1793,  action  was 
taken  continuing  Bro.  Bowen  as  Delegate;  but  at 
the  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge  in  1802,  a  decided 
change  of  feeling  was  manifested.  In  response  to 
several  communications  from  a  number  of  Grand 
Lodges,  relating  to  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Grand  Lodge  or  the  holding  of  a  National  Masonic 
Convention  at  regular  intervals,  the  following  action 
was  taken  : 

Resolved,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  superintending  Grand  Lodge  for  the  United  States 
is  inexpedient. 

Resolved,  that  this  Grand  Lodge  coincide  in  opinion  with  the 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  that  a  Grand  Ma- 
sonic Convention,  to  be  holden  not  oftener  than  once  in  three 
years,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  an  uniform  mode  of  carrying 
on  the  great  work  of  Masonry  in  the  several  degrees  of  Entered 
Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft,  &  Master  Mason,  &  such  general  reg- 
ulations as  may  be  deemed  expedient  &  proper,  might  be  of  great 
utility  to  the  craft. 

Resolved,  that  whenever  this  Grand  Lodge  shall  receive  infor- 
mation that  two-thirds  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  Uinted 
States  have  agreed  to  the  measure,  this  Grand  Lodge  will  ap- 
point and  send  a  delegate  or  delegates  to  attend  such  Grand 
Convention. 

Resolved,  that  Bros.  Amos  Maine  At  well  &  Thomas  S.  Webb 
be  &  they  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  draft  and  for- 
ward answers  to  the  communications  received  from  the  several 
Grand  Lodges  before  mentioned,  expressive  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  on  various  oc- 
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casions,  has  signified  its  opposition  to  any  proposi- 
tion looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  National  Grand 
Lodge.  At  the  first  the  movement  was  received  with 
some  degree  of  favor  because  the  name  of  Washing- 
ton was  connected  with  it ;  but  even  then  it  could  not 
command  success.  After  the  death  of  Washington, 
every  attempt  to  revive  the  movement  proved  to  be  a 
conspicuous  failure.  The  system  of  State  Grand 
Lodges,  each  organization  independent  and  sovereign 
in  its  own  jurisdiction,  has  been  generally  approved 
as  tending  to  Masonic  progress  and  usefulness. 

During  the  year  1802  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island  held  several  communications,  one  of  them,  at 
Providence,  Feb.  25th,  being  especially  noticeable  be- 
cause of  action  taken  in  the  revision  of  the  constitu- 
tion. Bro.  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  who  had  become  a 
resident  of  Providence  about  the  year  1800,  and  whose 
zeal  in  Freemasonry  was  most  intense,  had  attended 
the  Annual  Grand  Lodge  session  of  1801,  as  one  of 
the  delegates  from  St.  John  s  Lodge  in  Providence, 
and  had  been  placed  on  a  committee  appointed  to 
form  a  new  constitution.  Although  named  second  on 
the  committee  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Webb  ex- 
erted the  influence  of  his  strong  personality  in  shap- 
ing its  action,  and  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  consti- 
tution presented  February  25,  1802,  considered  at  an 
adjourned  meeting  held  two  days  later,  and  adopted 
March  5,  1802,  was  in  great  measure  a  paper  of  his 
production.  Webb  was  present  and  acted  as  Grand 
Secretary  at  the  Grand  Lodge  communications  when 
the  new  "  Regulations "  were  considered.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy  of  the  form  of  government  as  printed 
and  disseminated  by  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 
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REGULATIONS, 
i'KKA  M  IJLE. 

Every  Grand  Lodge,  has  an  inherent  power  and  authority  to 
make  local  ordinances,  and  new  regulations,  for  their  own  ben- 
efit and  the  good  of  Masonry  in  general  ;  provided  always,  that 
the  ancient  landmarks  be  carefully  preserved.  This  hath  never 
been  disputed,  for  Grand  Lodges  are  the  true  representatives 
of  all  the  Fraternity,  with  legislative  authority  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  Upon  these  principles,  the  following  particular 
rules  are  made  and  adopted,  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  most 
ancient  and  honorable  Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
for  the  State  of  Rhode- Island  and  Providence- Plantations. 

SKCTION  i. 

Art.  i.  The  Grand  Lodge  shall  consist  of  a  Grand  Master, 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  Grand  Senior  Warden,  Grand  Junior 
Warden,  Grand  Senior  Deacon,  Grand  Junior  Deacon,  Grand 
Secretary,  Deputy  Grand  Secretary,  Grand  Treasurer,  Grand 
Chaplain,  Grand  Marshal,  and  Grand  Sword-bearer,  and  also  all 
past  Grand  and  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  and  Grand  Wardens,  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  all  past  Masters  of  regularly  constituted 
Lodges,  while  members  of  any  Lodge  under  this  Jurisdiction  ; 
and  likewise,  the  Master  and  Wardens  for  the  time  being,  of  all 
Lodges  within  this  State,  and  eight  honorary  Members,  all  of 
whom  must  be  of  the  Degree  of  a  Master  Mason. 

Art.  2.  One  half  of  the  number  of  Grand  Officers  and  hon- 
orary members,  shall  be  residents  in  the  town  of  Newport,  or  its 
district  (comprehending  the  counties  of  Newport,  Washington 
and  Bristol  ;)  and  the  other  half  of  said  Officers  and  Members 
shall  be  residents  in  the  Town  of  Providence,  or  its  district 
(comprehending  the  counties  of  Providence  and  Kent.)  They 
shall  be  chosen  in  such  manner,  that  the  Grand  Master  shall  be 
a  resident  in  one  of  said  districts,  and  the  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter in  the  other  ;  and  so  alternately  shall  all  the  other  Grand 
Officers  and  honorary  members  be  chosen,  in  order  that  there 
may  be  an  equal  number  in  each  district. 

Art.  3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be 
ht>lden  at  such  place  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  appointed. 
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on  the  anniversary  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  ;  excepting  when 
that  clay  shall  fall  on  Saturday  or  Sunday,  in  either  of  which 
cases,  it  shall  be  holden  on  such  day  prior  or  subsequent 
thereto,  as  the  Grand  Master  shall  appoint ;  due  notice  whereof 
shall  be  given  by  his  order,  to  all  the  Lodges  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion, by  the  Grand  or  Deputy  Grand  Secretary. 

Art.  4.  The  Grand  Officers  shall  be  elected  and  installed  at 
every  annual  meeting  ;  and  in  order  that  nothing  may  occur  to 
interrupt  the  harmony  and  tranquility  of  the  Brethren  at  the 
anniversary  Festival,  no  business,  but  such  as  may  be  of  great 
urgency,  shall  be  transacted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  on  that  day. 

Art.  5.  No  one  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Grand  or 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  unless  he  shall  have  sustained  the  office 
of  Master,  in  some  regularly  constituted  Lodge  ;  nor  shall  any 
one  be  eligible  to  either  of  said  offices  for  more  than  two  Years 
successively. 

Art.  6.  No  one  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Senior  or 
Junior  Grand  Warden  unless  he  is,  or  has  been  Master  or  War- 
den of  some  regularly  constituted  Lodge  ;  nor  shall  any  one  be 
eligible  to  either  of  said  offices  for  more  than  two  years  suc- 
cessively. 

Art.  7.  In  the  election  of  the  Grand  Officers,  no  nomina- 
tion shall  be  made,  but  each  Member  shall  write  the  name  of 
the  candidate  he  thinks  best  qualified,  upon  a  slip  of  paper,  and 
deposit  it  in  the  ballot  box  ;  and  the  Brother  who  shall  have  a 
majority  of  votes  shall  be  declared  duly  elected  ;  and  the  same 
rule  shall  be  observed,  in  the  election  of  officers  in  all  the  sub- 
ordinate Lodges. 

Art.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  or  Deputy  G.  Mas- 
ter, immediately  after  the  choice  of  officers  each  year,  to  trans- 
mit a  list  of  the  new  officers  chosen,  or  re-elected,  as  also  an 
attested  copy  of  all  new  general  regulations,  to  the  respective 
Grand  Lodges  in  the  several  United  States. 

Art.  9.  In  cases  of  sickness  or  necessary  absence,  the  Grand 
Master,  or  any  other  Grand  Officer,  may  be  installed  by  proxy  ; 
but  the  representative  must  have  sustained  the  same  office,  as 
that  to  which  such  absent  officer  is  to  be  installed. 
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Art.  10.  Whenever  it  shall  happen  that  either  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  cannot  personally  attend  the  annual  meet- 
ing, or  quarterly  communications,  they  shall  severally  have 
power  and  authority,  under  their  respective  hands  and  seals,  to 
constitute  a  proxy,  who  may  exercise  the  rights  and  privileges 
appertaining  to  his  constituent.  But  no  officer  can  appoint  a 
proxy  of  a  lower  grade  in  the  Grand  Lodge  than  himself. 

Art.  ii.  Whenever  it  shall  happen  that  either  of  the  private 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  cannot  personally  attend  its 
meetings,  they  shall  severally  have  power  and  authority  under 
their  respective  hands  and  seals  to  appoint  a  proxy,  who  may 
exercise  the  rights  and  privileges  appertaining  to  his  constitu- 
ent, but  no  proxy  shall  be  appointed  to  represent  an  officer  for 
the  time  being,  of  a  subordinate  Lodge,  who  is  not  a  Member  of 
the  same. 

Art.  12.  In  case  of  the  absence  of  either  of  the  Grand 
Officers,  at  any  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Officer  present 
next  in  rank,  shall  succeed  to  the  vacant  office,  unless  through 
courtesy,  he  shall  request  some  other  Brother  to  officiate  in  his 
stead.  And  in  case  of  the  absence  of  all  the  officers,  the  mem- 
bers according  to  seniority  and  abilities,  shall  fill  the  vacant 
offices  ;  and  the  same  rule  shall  be  observed  in  all  Lodges  under 
its  jurisdiction. 

Art.  13.  In  the  Grand  Lodge  no  Brother  shall  speak  more 
than  twice  to  the  same  subject,  without  permission  from  the 
chair.  The  Brother  speaking  shall  rise  and  keep  standing,  and 
shall  not  be  interrupted  unless  by  a  call  to  order. 

Art.  14.  All  matters  in  Grand  Lodge  shall  be  determined  by 
a  majority  of  votes  (excepting  cases  otherwise  provided)  and 
the  presiding  officer  shall  have  the  casting  vote  only. 

Art.  15.  When  application  is  made  by  a  competent  number 
of  Masons,  residing  in  this  State,  to  be  formed  into  a  Lodge, 
the  Grand  Lodge  after  due  deliberation,  may  authorize  the 
Grand  or  Deputy  Grand  Master,  to  issue  a  Letter  of  Dispensa- 
tion, empowering  the  petitioners  to  form  and  open  a  lawful 
Lodge  for  a  certain  specified  term  of  time,  which  shall  not  ex- 
tend beyond  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  at 
which  meeting,  such  Dispensation  shall  be  returned  to  the  Grand 
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Lodge  by  the  applicants,  with  an  account  of  their  proceedings  ; 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  may  then  either  withhold  or  continue  the 
Dispensation,  or  grant  the  petitioners  a  Charter,  as  may  be 
deemed  most  expedient.  But  no  Lodge  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive a  Charter  until  they  are  duly  constituted,  and  their  Officers 
regularly  installed  in  due  form.  The  question  upon  allowing  a 
letter  of  Dispensation,  or  continuance  thereof,  or  for  granting  a 
Charter  shall  be  decided  by  ballot,  and  <*ne  third  of  the  num- 
ber of  votes  appearing  in  the  negative  shall  operate  as  a  refusal. 

Art.  16.  The  Grand  Master  and  the  Deputy  Grand  Master 
shall  annually  go  at  least  once  round,  and  visit  all  the  Lodges 
in  their  respective  districts,  in  order  to  see  that  a  proper  and 
uniform  mode  of  working  is  observed,  and  that  the  business  of 
Masonry  is  transacted  with  regularity  and  consistency. 

SECTION  II. 

Art.  1.  There  shall  annually  be  holden  four  quarterly  com- 
munications of  the  Grand  Lodge,  viz.  at  Newport,  on  the  Tues- 
day before  the  first  Wednesday  in  May  and  November;  and  at 
Providence,  on  the  Tuesday  before  the  first  Wednesday  in  Sep- 
tember and  February. 

Art.  2.  As  it  may  not  at  all  times  be  convenient  for  the 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  residing  in  the  district  of  New- 
port, to  attend  the  quarterly  communications  to  be  holden  at 
Providence,  nor  those  residing  in  the  district  of  Providence  to 
attend  the  communications  to  be  holden  at  Newport,  therefore, 
in  order  that  no  matter  of  moment,  may  be  transacted,  without 
due  deliberation,  The  manner  of  transacting  business  at  the 
quarterly  communications,  shall  be  as  follows,  viz.  All  motions 
or  matters  proposed  of  a  general  nature,  that  may  affect  the  in- 
terests of  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  the  subordinate  Lodges,  shall 
be  reduced  to  writing,  and  read  by  the  presiding  officer  ;  and 
upon  putting  the  question,  the  Secretary  after  having  recorded 
the  said  proposed  resolution,  shall  record  the  names  of  the 
members  voting  for,  and  against  it,  and  shall  without  delay, 
transmit  an  attested  copy  of  the  said  record  and  proceedings  to 
the  Grand  or  Deputy  Grand  Master  (as  the  case  may  be)  resid- 
ing in  the  district  where  the  next  quarterly  communication  is  to 
.be  holden  ;  and  the  said  record  shall  be  read  at  the  said  next 
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communication,  and  a  vote  taken  thereon,  and  if  there  shall  ap- 
pear as  many  votes  in  favour  thereof  as,  when  added  to  the 
number  in  the  affirmative  at  the  communication  in  which  it  origi- 
nated, shall  make  a  majority  of  all  the  members  present  at  both 
said  communications,  it  shall  become  obligatory,  and  not  other- 
wise ;  and  a  copy  of  the  record  of  the  proceedings  had  thereon, 
in  either  case  shall  be  transmitted  without  delay,  by  the  Secre- 
tary, to  the  Grand  or  Iieputy  Grand  Master,  residing  in  the  dis- 
trict wherein  the  said  business  originated.  —  Provided  always, 
that  no  member  shall  vote  more  than  once  on  the  same  ques- 
tion : — And  provided  further,  that  in  case  any  matter  or  resolu- 
tion, duly  transmitted  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be  neglected,  or 
not  decided  upon  at  the  said  next  communication,  it  shall  never- 
theless become  obligatory  until  regularly  rescinded  or  repealed. 

section  in. 

Art.  i.  Every  Lodge  upon  receiving  a  Charter  or  Dispensa- 
tion shall  pay  into  the  Grand  Lodge  funds  Twenty  Five  Dollars, 
and  Two  Dollars  to  the  Secretary  who  shall  execute  the  same. 

Art.  2.  Every  subordinate  Lodge  shall  annually  on  the  Feast 
day  return  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  an  exact  list  of  all  their  officers 
and  members;  of  all  who  have  been  made,  passed  or  raised,  of 
all  members  admitted,  of  all  candidates  proposed  or  rejected  ; 
and  of  all  who  may  have  been  expelled  or  suspended  within  the 
year  past. 

Art.  3.  Every  subordinate  Lodge  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  shall  pay  into  the  Grand  Charity  fund,  for 
every  candidate  initiated  the  sum  of  One  Dollar. 

Art.  4.  No  Lodge  shall  confer  the  three  degrees  of  Masonry, 
for  a  less  sum  than  Twenty  Dollars. 

Art.  5.  In  order  that  due  enquiry  may  be  made  into  the 
qualifications  of  candidates,  no  one  shall  be  made  a  Mason  at 
the  same  meeting  of  the  Lodge  in  which  he  shall  be  proposed  ; 
ami  from  this  rule  no  dispensation  shall  be  allowed. 

Art.  6.  All  applications  for  initiation  into  the  mysteries  of 
Masonry  shall  be  made  by  petition  in  writing,  signed  by  the  ap- 
plicant, and  no  candidate  shall  be  accepted  without  the  unani- 
mous ballot  of  the  members  present,  and  no  petition  shall  be 
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received  in  any  Lodge  from  a  person  who  has  been  previously 
rejected  in  another  Lodge,  unless  it  be  accompanied  with  a 
recommendation  granted  by  an  unanimous  ballot  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Lodge  in  which  such 
rejection  may  have  occurred  ;  but  no  Lodge  shall  grant  a  recom- 
mendation, nor  any  motion  made  for  that  purpose  in  favour  of 
a  candidate,  who  has  been  rejected  by  more  than  two  votes. 

Art.  7.  The  Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction  shall  be  numbered 
according  to  the  dates  of  their  respective  charters :  and  the 
numbers  of  the  existing  Lodges  are  settled  to  be  as  follows,  viz. 

St.  John's  Lodge,  at  Newport,  No.  1. 
Sr.  John's  Lodgk,  at  Providence,  No.  2. 
Washington  Lodge,  at  Warren,  No.  3. 
Molnt-Vernon  Lodge,  at  Providence,  No.  4. 
Washington  Lodge,  Co.  of  Washington,  No.  5. 

It  was  by  this  Constitution,  enacted  in  1802,  that  a 
change  was  made  in  regard  to  eligibility  for  the  im- 
portant offices  in  Grand  Lodge.  The  original  rule 
only  allowed  those  brethren  who  were  Masters  or 
Past  Masters  of  Rhode  Island  Lodges  to  be  eligible 
to  the  higher  offices,  and  it  has  been  supposed  that 
this  limitation  was  retained  until  the  revision  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  Constitution  in  1808.  It  will  be  seen, 
however,  that  the  "  Regulations"  of  1802  effected  the 
change  in  regard  to  eligibility,  allowing  any  brother 
who  had  sustained  the  office  of  Master  "  in  some  reg- 
ular constituted  Lodge "  to  be  a  candidate  for  the 
highest  office  in  the  gift  of  Grand  Lodge.  The  1802 
Constitution  also  provided  that  44  all  Past  Masters  of 
regularly  constituted  Lodges,  while  members  of  any 
Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction,"  should  be  entitled  to 
membership  in  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Constitution  was  again  revised  in  1808,  the 

same  liberal  provisions  regarding  eligibility  to  office 
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in  Grand  Lodge  and  the  conditions  of  membership 
being  retained.  Some  additional  regulations  bearing 
upon  the  relation  of  Subordinate  Lodges  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  were  formulated  and  approved;  and  several 
matters  of  detail  in  Grand  Lodge  procedure  were  bet- 
ter defined.  One  section  of  the  Constitution  of  1808 
provided  that  no  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  should  be 
allowed  to  confer  the  three  degrees  for  a  less  sum  than 
thirty  dollars.  As  already  intimated  the  second  re- 
vision did  not  include  many  new  features.  It  contin- 
ued the  essential  rules  embodied  in  the  44  Regulations" 
of  1802. 

This  is  not  the  place  for  any  extended  reference  to 
Webb,  of  whom  a  biographical  sketch  is  given  else- 
where in  this  History  ;  but  in  passing  upon  Masonic 
activities  and  movements  connected  with  the  progress 
of  the  Craft  in  Rhode  Island,  during  the  early  years 
of  the  present  century,  some  recognition  should  be 
given  to  his  intelligent  and  steadfast  interest  in  Free- 
masonry and  his  potent  influence  in  its  affairs.  Webb 
accepted  membership  in  St.  John  s  Lodge  of  Provi- 
dence, and  though  never  holding  the  office  of  Master 
in  that  body,  yet,  by  reason  of  his  having  been  at  the 
head  of  Temple  Lodge  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  he  acquired 
membership  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island, 
was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden  in  1802,  Senior 
Grand  Warden  in  1803  and  for  several  years  im- 
mediately following,  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  1811, 
Grand  Master  in  1813  and  1814,  declining  a  re-elec- 
tion in  1815.  On  his  retiring  from  the  office  of 
Grand  Master  the  Grand  Lod^e,  bv  a  unanimous 
vote,  expressed  its  grateful  acknowledgment  to  the 
distinguished  brother  44  for  the  great  and  signal  ser- 
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vices  he  has  rendered  to  Freemasony,  in  general, 
and  particularly  in  this  State."  Webb  died  sudden- 
ly, at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  July,  1819.  The  Grand 
Lodge,  acting  in  conjunction  with  other  Masonic 
organizations  in  Rhode  Island,  caused  his  body  to 
be  brought  back  to  Providence,  and  gave  to  it  an 
honored  Masonic  burial  at  an  Emergent  Communica- 
tion held  Nov.  8,  1819.  The  mortal  remains  of  this 
brilliant  advocate  of  Freemasonry  rest  in  the  North 
Burial  Ground,  Providence,  where  an  unpretentious 
memorial  erected  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Fraternity 
bears  witness  to  the  just  fame  and  extended  useful- 
ness of  this  indefatigable  worker  in  behalf  of  Masonic 
interests. 

Rhode  Island  Masons  have  shown  the  spirit  and 
purpose  of  an  ardent  patriotism  on  many  occasions. 
A  signal  evidence  of  such  patriotic  feeling  appears  in 
the  action  taken  by  Grand  Lodge  at  a  Special  Com- 
munication held  in  Providence,  Sept.  27,  1814,  when 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Voted  Cs*  Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge,  sensible  of  the  im- 
portance at  all  times  of  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  defence  of 
our  Beloved  Country,  and  deeming  it  important  at  this  critical 
moment  that  the  services  of  this  society  should  be  tendered  for 
the  erection  of  fortifications  \c.  do  appoint  the  R.  \Y.  Dept. 
Grand  Master,  Grand  Senr  Warden  and  \V.  Br.  John  Carlile  a 
Committee  to  tender  the  services  of  the  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  of  such  of  the  members  of  the  subordinate  Lodges 
under  its  Jurisdiction  as  can  conveniently  attend  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Defence,  appointed  by  the  Citizens  of  the  Town. 

Voted  &  Resolved,  that  Tuesday  the  3d  of  October  next  be  the 
day  upon  which  the  Grand  Lodge  will  assemble  for  the  purpose 
above  named,  provided  it  should  meet  the  sanction  of-said  Com- 
mittee of  Defence,  and  that  the  aforesaid  Committee  be  requested 
to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  carry  the  same  into  eliect. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  met  pursuant  to  its  purpose  thus 
declared,  and  the  following  is  the  official  record  of 
the  day's  doings — October  3,  1814. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form.  Present  :  M. 
W.  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  Grand  Master  ;  R.  W.  Amos  Maine 
Atwell,  Dept.  Grand  Master  ;  W.  William  Wilkinson,  Senr  Grand 
Warden  ;  W.  John  Davis,  Junr  Grand  Warden  ;  W.  Benjamin 
Clifford,  Grand  Treasurer;  W.  John  Holroyd,  Grand  Secry.;  W. 
John  Snow,  Senr  Grand  Deacon  ;  W.  Saml  Jackson,  Junr  Grand 
Deacon  ;  W.  Kbenezer  Johnson,  Grand  Marshal  ;  Br.  William 
P.  K.  Benson,  Grand  Tyler. 

A  great  number  of  Brethren,  Mt.  Moriah,  Friendship,  Union, 
Manchester  &  Morning  Star  Lodges  and  also  many  Brethren 
from  Eastern  Star  Lodge,  Rehoboth  (Mass)  together  with  the 
members  of  St.  Johns  &  Mount  Vernon  Lodges,  at  8  o'clock  a. 
m.  the  Grand  Lodge  with  the  members  of  the  Subordinate 
Lodges  about  two  hundred  &  thirty  in  number  formed  a  grand 
procession  and  accompanied  by  musick,  moved  to  Foxpoint  at 
the  south  part  of  the  Town  and  commenced  the  erection  of  a 
Fort  as  laid  out  by  the  Committee  of  Defence.  At  sunset  they 
completed  their  labours,  having  finished  a  Breastwork  of  about 
430  feet  in  length  and  about  ten  feet  wide  and  five  feet  high, 
after  which  a  Grand  Procession  was  formed  and  having  marched 
several  times  upon  the  parapet  from  one  extremity  to  the  other 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  in  the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  &c.  gave  it  the  dignified  appellation 
of  Fort  Hiram.  In  the  evening  the  Grand  Lodge  waited  upon 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  obtained  his  approbation  of 
the  proceeding  and  his  sanction  to  the  name  which  had  been 
given  to  the  Fort.  Perhaps  in  no  instance  has  there  been  a 
greater  work  accomplished  in  one  day  by  an  equal  number  of 
persons  than  was  done  on  this  ever  memorable  occasion — the 
day  was  remarkable  fine  and  the  Brethren  evinced  that  refresh- 
ment was  designed  only  as  an  incentive  to  active  exertions  when 
called  to  labour.  At  an  early  hour  the  Brethren  separated  en- 
joying the  consoling  reflection  of  having  done  their  duty. 

From  the  minutes  of  Mr.  Holroyd. 

Walker  Humphry,  Dept.  Grand  Seen . 
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Rev.  Geo.  M.  Randall,  D.  D.,  a  Grand  Master  of 
Masons  in  Massachusetts,  in  an  address  delivered  in 
Providence,  at  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  June  24,  1857,  in  commenting  upon 
this  act  of  purely  operative  Masonry  undertaken  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  says:  u  Party  spirit 
ran  high  at  this  time  in  Rhode  Island  as  it  did  every- 
where. There  were  Republicans  and  Federalists  in 
the  Lodges — the  friends  and  the  opponents  of  the  ad- 
ministration. Some  were  strongly  in  favor  of  the 
war,  and  some  were  as  strongly  opposed  to  it.  Yet, 
the  spirit  of  Masonry  rose  superior  to  the  clamors  of 
party,  and  in  the  erection  of  Fort  Hiram,  beautifully 
exemplified  the  spirit  of  that  true  loyalty,  which  is 
taught  in  the  principles  of  this  Institution." 

At  this  time,  and  during  the  years  that  followed 
until  the  Anti-Masonic  Crusade  of  1829,  the  Frater- 
nity was  blessed  by  a  good  degree  of  harmony  and 
prosperity.  Certain  dissensions  among  brethren  in 
Newport,  however,  caused  much  lecal  irritation  dur- 
ing the  years  1810-11),  and  produced  a  disturbing  in- 
fluence which  was  felt  throughout  the  jurisdiction. 
It  appears  that  certain  dissatisfied  brethren  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  Newport,  had  attempted  to  usurp  au- 
thority and  establish  themselves  as  an  independent 
Masonic  body.  In  attempting  to  carry  out  their  pur- 
poses they  took  forcible  possession  of  the  charter, 
records,  and  other  property  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  and 
made  a  bold  effort  to  sustain  what  at  first  seemed  a 
formidable  revolt.  But  the  malcontents  soon  found 
that  the  wrongful  possession  of  a  charter  gave  them 
no  standing.  The  Grand  Lodge  denounced  the  se- 
ceders  as  clandestine  Masons  and  they  were  summa- 
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rily  dismissed  from  all  Masonic  fellowship.  They  re- 
taliated by  bringing  libel  suits  against  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter and  Grand  Secretary,  whose  names  were  appended 
to  the  printed  edicts,  and  claimed  large  damages. 
The  Grand  Lodge  assumed  the  expense  of  defending 
these  suits,  which  in  due  time  were  decided  in  favor 
of  legitimate  authority.  The  movement  to  establish 
a  spurious  Lodge  came  to  naught;  but  the  defeated 
brethren  were  allowed  to  return  to  their  allegiance  in 
the  lawful  St.  Johns  Lodge  under  the  terms  pre- 
scribed by  Grand  Lodge. 

Notwithstanding  this  unhappy  controversy  the  gen- 
eral prosperity  continued.  There  might  be — there 
was — occasional  friction,  as  disturbing  questions  were 
presented;  but  the  Fraternity  steadily  increased  in 
numbers  and  resources.  In  1820,  just  previous  to  the 
Anti-Masonic  outbreak,  there  were  nineteen  chartered 
Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction,  Temple  Lodge,  of  Smith- 
field,  being  No.  18,  and  Lafayette  Lodge,  of  Cumber- 
land, ranking  as  No.  19.  From  this  time  forward,  for 
a  period  of  thirty  years,  until  1850,  no  new  Lodge 
was  chartered  in  Rhode  Island.  Hitherto  the  Ma- 
sonic organization  had  been  sailing  over  smooth  seas; 
but  now  its  course  was  to  be  upon  stormy  waters. 
The  Institution  was  to  be  tested  by  opposition  and 
persecution,  and  the  fealty  of  the  men  included  in  its 
membership  was  thus  to  be  made  apparent.  An  era 
of  prosperity  was  to  be  followed  very  quickly  by  a 
period  of  sore  trial  and  of  great  adversity. 
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ANTI-MASONIC  PERIOD. 

AT  the  close  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  present 
century  Freemasonry  in  Rhode  Island  seemed 
established  on  firm  foundations.  It  was  generally 
commended  as  an  institution  of  social  privilege  and 
benevolent  ministries,  and  in  its  moral  aspects  was 
favorably  regarded.  Subjected  to  a  close  scrutiny 
during  all  the  period  of  its  existence  there  had  been 
found  but  little  to  its  discredit.  The  intelligent  por- 
tion of  the  community  might  sometimes  criticise  the 
Masonic  organization  because  of  its  claims  to  great 
age  and  to  an  assumed  connection  with  historical 
events  and  personages,  and  might  express  regret  that 
a  veil  of  secrecy  was  thrown  around  its  movements ; 
but  the  criticisms  as  a  rule  did  not  imply  any  reflec- 
tion upon  the  worthy  character  of  the  institution, 
whose  practical  usefulness  was  generally  conceded. 
Public  sentiment  was  on  the  side  of  Freemasonry, 
and  consequently  its  prosperity  was  assured. 

Popular  favor,  however,  is  an  uncertain  quantity, 
upon  which  no  implicit  reliance  can  be  placed.  Men 
approve  and  disapprove  almost  with  the  same  breath. 
Principles,  institutions,  enterprises,  as  well  as  indi- 
viduals, are  praised,  unduly  it  may  be,  for  a  time, 
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and  then,  when  appeals  are  made  to  emotions  and 
prejudices,  there  is  a  sudden  reversal  of  feeling,  caus- 
ing harsh  denunciations  to  be  substituted  for  former 
praise.  This  was  the  experience  of  the  Masonic  Fra-' 
ternity  in  Rhode  Island,  as  in  many  other  States, 
during  the  years  of  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement. 
There  was  a  changed  attitude  on  the  part  of  the 
public  respecting  the  institution  whose  speedy  down- 
fall was  confidently  predicted  by  its  enemies. 

The  Anti-Masonic  feeling  in  Rhode  Island  gath- 
ered strength  but  slowly;  and  not  until  the  year 
1829  did  it  appear  that  the  Craft  institution  in  this 
State  was  to  be  forced  to  meet  a  formidable  opposi- 
tion. Then,  indeed,  the  storm  burst  forth  with  a  ter- 
rible fury,  and  seemed  to  threaten  the  sweeping  away 
of  all  the  fair  prospects  of  the  organization — the  com- 
plete overthrow  of  the  institution.  The  feeling  de- 
veloped against  Freemasonry  was  more  intense  and 
more  protracted  in  Rhode  Island  than  in  any  other 
State,  excepting  Vermont  and  New  York. 

At  the  time  when  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement 
took  form  in  our  State  and  showed  itself  as  a  fierce, 
unrelenting  crusade  against  the  organization,  the 
Masonic  condition,  briefly  indicated,  was  as  follows: 
There  were  nineteen  Subordinate  Lodges  in  the 
jurisdiction  having  the  names  of  nearly  three  thous- 
and brethren  on  their  united  rolls  of  membership. 
The  average  was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  mem- 
bers to  a  Lodge.  No  doubt  there  were  more  Lodges 
then  in  existence  within  the  jurisdiction  than  would 
•  have  been  chartered  if  a  wise  and  cautious  rule  had 
been  observed  in  creating  new  organizations.  Sev- 
eral weak  Lodges  had  been  formed  whose  existence 
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was  exceedingly  precarious  for  years,  ending,  in  the 
case  of  several,  with  an  inactive,  dormant  condition, 
or  extinction.  It  is  also  probable  that  during  the 
'years  of  prosperity  just  preceding  the  Anti-Masonic 
outbreak  too  little  carefulness  had  been  exercised  in 
admitting  new  members,  some  of  whom  proved  to  be 
a  source  of  weakness  instead  of  strength  to  the  organ- 
ization. This  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  during  the 
years  of  trial  and  persecution  the  aggregate  of  mem- 
bership was  so  greatly  reduced.  The  returns  were 
but  meagre  during  the  Anti-Masonic  times  and  no 
complete  statistics  are  available;  that  there  was  a 
great  falling  off  in  membership  is  unquestionably 
true,  and  the  official  showing  for  1840  is  only  about 
one  third  of  that  given  ten  years  previously.  Not  all 
these  in  the  other  two  thirds  had  died  or  moved  away 
or  renounced  their  connection  with  the  institution  ; 
but  they  did  not  care  in  the  then  excited  state  of 
public  feeling  to  be  regarded  as  openly  committed  to 
the  Fraternity;  they  held  their  peace  and  waited  for 
the  storm  to  pass  by.  The  other  third  of  more  posi- 
tive faith  and  more  aggressive  character,  having  44  the 
courage  of  their  convictions,"  were  always  willing  44 to 
stand  and  be  counted  "  as  Masons. 

Besides  the  nineteen  Subordinate  Lodges  and  the 
Grand  Lodge,  which  represented  symbolic  Masonry, 
just  previous  to  the  dark  period  now  under  review, 
there  were  other  organizations  in  Rhode  Island  that 
sustained  a  well  understood  relation  to  fundamental 
Freemasonry.  Royal  Arch  Masonry  was  organized 
through  a  Grand  Chapter  to  which  several  Subordin- 
ate Chapters  were  allegiant.  There  was  a  Council 
of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  in  Providence — estab- 
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lished  in  1819.  There  were  two  "  Encampments"  of 
Knights  Templars — St  Johns,  of  Providence,  organ- 
ized by  Thomas  Smith  Webb  in  1802,  and  Washing- 
ton, of  Newport,  chartered  in  1814.  The  Ineffable 
Degrees  were  also  recognized,  although  little  atten- 
tion was  given  to  them  in  this  jurisdiction  during  the 
early  part  of  the  present  century.  Evidently  the 
Masons  of  Rhode  Island,  at  the  time  noted,  were 
well  versed  in  all  branches  of  the  Masonic  system. 
That  they  were  proficient  and  zealous  in  Capitular 
Masonry  and  in  Templary  is  proven  by  the  promi- 
nent part  they  took  in  organizing  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island,  and  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States.  Then  as  now  Rhode  Island  had 
representative  Craftsmen  whose  ability  was  recognized 
outside  her  own  jurisdiction  and  whose  advice  was 
often  sought  in  matters  of  Masonic  procedure  affect- 
ing wide  spread  and  important  interests. 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  justifiable  pride  that  refer- 
ence is  made  to  the  condition  of  the  Fraternity  as 
shown  by  facts  and  figures,  and  the  names  of  worthy 
men  identified  with  the  conduct  of  its  affairs,  during 
the  period  immediately  antedating  that  time  when 
the  organization  was  subjected  to  many  and  great 
trials.  .  It  was  the  good  record  which  Freemasonry 
had  made,  the  good  reputation  it  had  established,  and 
the  very  considerable  element  of  influential  citizen- 
ship included  in  its  ranks,  that  saved  the  institution 
from  a  complete  overthrow  under  that  tremendous 
onslaught  of  prejudice,  ignorance,  and  unscrupulous 
selfishness,  which  it  was  forced  to  encounter  during 
the  dark  days  of  A nti- Masonry. 
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The  cause  of  this  changed  feeling  respecting  the 
Masonic  institution,  resulting  in  a  fierce  opposition 
which  struck  at  its  very  life,  is  traceable  to  the  ab- 
duction of  William  Morgan  by  Masons,  at  Batavia, 
N.  Y.,  in  the  fall  of  1826,  and  his  alleged  murder  at 
their  hands. 

William  Morgan  was  a  man  of  unsavory  reputation. 
He  was  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence 
and  had  received  a  good  English  education.  When 
at  his  best  he  made  a  favorable  impression  upon  men 
of  character  and  keen  discernment ;  but  he  was  a 
hard  drinker,  had  lived  a  roving  life,  and  showed 
many  traits  not  altogether  to  his  credit.  At  the  time 
of  the  excitement  occasioned  by  Morgan's  disappear- 
ance his  friends  even  made  no  attempt  to  depict  him 
as  an  upright  man.  Wrn.  L.  Stone,  author  of  the 
Anti-Masonic  letters  to  John  Quincy  Adams,  says: 
44  Morgan  was  accustomed  to  spend  his  nights  and 
sometimes  his  days  also,  at  tippling  houses,  while  oc- 
casionally, to  the  still  greater  neglect  of  his  family, 
he  joined  in  the  drunken  carousals  of  the  vilest  and 
most  worthless  men."  Mr.  Stone  makes  his  picture 
of  Morgan  still  darker  by  describing  him  as  "envious, 
malicious,  and  vindictive  in  disposition." 

It  was  left  to  the  "American  Christian  Associa- 
tion," which  now  represents  the  Anti-Masonic  feeling 
of  the  country,  to  place  a  marble  monument  in  the 
cemetery  at  Batavia,  on  one  of  the  tablets  of  which 
appears  the  following  inscription : 

"  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  William  Morgan,  a  native  of 
Virginia,  a  captain  of  the  war  of  1S12,  a  respectable  citizen  of 
Batavia,  and  a  martyr  to  the  freedom  of  writing,  printing  and 
speaking  the  truth.    He  was  abducted  from  near  this  spot  in 
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the  year  1826  by  Freemasons  and  murdered  for  revealing  the 
secrets  of  their  Order." 

This  monument,  erected  in  1882,  presents  a  better 
certificate  of  character,  whatever  may  be  its  misstate- 
ments, than  is  afforded  by  contemporary  testimony. 

Morgan's  Masonic  career  must  be  traced  in  chan- 
nels somewhat  obscure.  It  is  not  clear  that  he  was 
ever  lawfully  in  possession  of  the  degrees  of  Symbolic 
Masonry.  When  a  resident  of  Le  Roy,  near  Bata- 
via,  he  claimed  to  have  taken  those  degrees,  with  the 
three  following  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry;  and 
on  the  strength  of  his  statement  he  received  the  de- 
gree of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Western  Star  Chap- 
ter, Le  Roy,  May  31,  1825.  He  was  considered  to  be 
a  bright  Mason,  and,  notwithstanding  his  faults,  and> 
glaring  excesses,  gained  many  friends  among  Crafts- 
men. He  was  a  frequent  visitor  in  Wells  Lodge, 
Batavia,  where  he  had  taken  up  his  residence  in  the 
latter  part  of  l<S2o,  but  had  become  somewhat  embit- 
tered with  his  Royal  Arch  brethren,  because,  when  a 
movement  was  started  for  a  new  Chapter  in  Batavia, 
he  was  not  allowed  to  sign  the  petition. 

It  was  at  this  time,  being  incensed  against  the  or- 
ganization, and  influenced  by  his  pecuniary  needs  and 
the  prospect  of  large  gains,  that  he  proposed  to  pub- 
lish an  Exposition  of  Freemasonry.  In  the  proposed 
publication  Morgan  was  associated  with  David  C. 
Miller,  editor  of  a  weekly  paper  in  Batavia,  in  which 
paper  appeared  the  first  announcement  of  the  14  Ex- 
position of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  by  one  who  has 
been  a  member  for  years." 

Members  of  the  Fraternity  in  Batavia  and  the 
vicinity  were  considerably  exercised  in  their  feelings 
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by  this  announcement,  and  it  is  no  cause  of  surprise 
that  a  self  constituted  committee  waited  upon  Mor- 
gan  to  request  him  to  desist  from  the  publication  an- 
nounced. Pretending  to  yield  to  their  solicitations 
he  pushed  on  the  work,  and  very  soon  the  Masons 
found  that  they  had  been  deceived  and  that  the  Ex- 
position was  being  printed. 

Indignant  at  the  deceit  practiced  on  them  by  Mor- 
gan, and  greatly  incensed  at  the  proposed  publication 
purporting  to  reveal  all  the  secret  forms  and  cere- 
monies observed  by  Masonic  organizations,  certain 
indiscreet  brethren  were  moved  to  enter  upon  a  weak 
and  mistaken  course  of  procedure.  They  caused  the 
arrest  of  Morgan  for  debt,  and  had  him  conveyed  by 
due  process  of  law  to  Canandaigua,  and  when  he  was 
released  from  jail,  where  he  had  been  held  for  a  few 
days,  several  of  their  number  took  him  in  a  carriage 
and  made  a  rapid  journey  to  Fort  Niagara,  changing 
horses  several  times  on  the  way.  This  constituted 
the  "  abduction "  of  Morgan,  about  which  there  is 
some  question.  If  he  was  restrained  of  his  liberty 
most  certainly  there  was  no  lawful  authority  exercised 
in  such  restraint,  and  in  taking  him  to  Fort  Niagara, 
albeit  Eli  Bruce— a  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Fraternity — was  with  the  party 
that  conveyed  Morgan  to  the  place  where  he  was  de- 
tained for  a  time — his  subsequent  career  and  fate 
being  involved  in  obscurity. 

According  to  one  view  of  the  matter  the  arrest  of 
Morgan  was  to  get  him  away  from  his  friends  in 
Batavia,  the  plan  being  to  bring  him  under  such  in- 
fluences at  Canandaigua  as  would  enable  the  Masons 
acting  in  the  affair  to  obtain  the  manuscripts  of  the 
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exposition  and  the  promise  of  Morgan  to  suppress 
the  publication,  failing  in  which  they  had  resolved  to 
deal  with  him  in  a  severe  manner.  It  is  alleged  that, 
failing  to  get  Morgan's  pledge  or  not  being  satis- 
fied with  it,  and  acting  under  the  assumed  sanctions 
of  Freemasonry  to  punish  the  betrayers  of  Masonic 
secrets,  they  took  him  against  his  will  to  Fort  Nia- 
gara, confined  him  a  short  time  in  the  magazine  of 
the  Fort,  and  finally  put  him  to  death  by  drowning. 

Another  view  is  that  Morgan  went  willingly  from 
Canandaigua  to  Fort  Niagara,  that  his  detention  at 
the  last  named  place  was  but  for  a  brief  period, 
after  which,  probably  receiving  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  from  Masonic  hands,  he  left  the  country 
and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  a  foreign 
land.  This  view,  the  more  reasonable  one,  agrees 
with  the  statement  of  John  Whitney  and  others  sup- 
posed to  know  the  facts,  and  is  in  accord  with  an 
account  of  the  alleged  "abduction  "  given  by  Jeremiah 
Brown,  who  drove  the  carriage  containing  Morgan  a 
part  of  the  way.  Brown  says:  "  Morgan  went  of  his 
own  free  will ;  he  was  going  to  Canada,  among  old 
friends,  where  he  could  turn  over  a  new  leaf."  Whit- 
ney substantiates  this  theory,  affirming  that  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars  was  paid  to  Morgan  on  his 
agreement  to  leave  the  States  and  not  return  to  them 
again. 

The  disappearance  of  Morgan  was  quickly  followed 
by  an  intense  excitement  at  Batavia,  where  a  meeting 
was  called  September  2-">,  ]  S2G,  to  consider  what  had 
been  clone  with  William  Morgan.  Popular  feeling 
was  roused  into  extreme  hostility  against  the  Masonic 
organization  which  was  charged  with  having  caused 
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the  death  of  Morgan.  The  excitement  extended  to 
all  parts  of  the  State.  Anti-Masonic  meetings  were 
held;  the  newspapers  were  full  of  reports  which  in- 
flamed the  public  mind;  De  Witt  Clinton,  an  emi- 
nent Mason,  Governor  of  New  York,  issued  three 
proclamations — the  first  dated  Oct.  7,  1826,  directing 
all  officers  of  the  State  to  use  every  means  to  ap- 
prehend the  offenders  and  bring  them  to  justice — 
the  second,  dated  October  20th  of  the  same  year, 
offering  a  reward  for  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  the 
offenders— the  third,  dated  March  29,  1827,  offering 
a  special  reward  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  any  per- 
son who,  as  an  interested  party  or  accomplice,  should 
reveal  the  alleged  guilty  act  and  those  engaged  in  it. 
Several  persons  were  tried  for  conspiracy  to  abduct 
Morgan,  found  guilty,  and  light  sentences  imposed  ; 
but  the  assumption  that  Morgan  had  been  murdered 
was  never  affirmed  by  the  verdict  of  any  jury  or  the 
formal  judgment  of  any  court.  There  was  a  feeling 
on  the  part  of  many,  however,  that  on  or  about  the 
nineteenth  of  September,  1826,  Morgan  was  taken  in 
a  boat  out  upon  the  Niagara  river,  killed  by  a  blow 
on  the  head,  and  his  body  sunk  beneath  its  waters. 
It  is  no  cause  of  wonder  that  as  this  story  was  told, 
with  embellishments  that  added  to  its  horror,  an  in- 
tense excitement  pervaded  the  public  mind  and  finally 
extended  throughout  the  whole  country. 

The  alleged  murder  of  Morgan  was  used  by  adroit 
politicians  in  the  creating  of  an  Anti-Masonic  party, 
which  for  a  time  seemed  likely  to  sweep  everything 
before  it.  Never  was  there  a  stronger  opposition 
brought  to  bear  against  an  institution  than  this  Anti- 
Masonic  crusade  against  Freemasonry.    Seeking  to 
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make  the  whole  Fraternity  responsible  for  an  act,, 
which,  in  the  worst  view  possible,  was  the  act  of  a 
few  misguided  men,  having  no  sanction  in  the  prin- 
ciples and  teachings  of  Freemasonry,  the  leaders  of 
Anti-Masonry  used  every  means  in  their  power  to 
arouse  the  passions  of  men  against  the  system  and 
the  organization,  and  thus,  by  means  of  such  opposi- 
tion, establish  a  new  party,  and  obtain  for  themselves 
official  power  and  place  and  the  rewards  of  political 
preferment. 

As  already  stated  the  Morgan  transaction  did  not 
at  the  outset  seem  to  awaken  a  very  determined  op- 
position to  Freemasonry  in  Rhode  Island ;  but  a  year 
or  two  after  the  event  a  bitter  feeling  of  antagonism 
to  the  institution  became  manifest,  culminating  in 
a  fierce  political  contest  which  caused  divisions  and 
alienations  between  friends  and  neighbors,  such  as 
before  had  never  been  known  in  the  history  of  the 
State. 

Charges  were  made  against  Freemasonry  on  gen- 
eral and  specific  grounds.  The  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island  was  accused,  not  only  of  sanctioning 
the  Morgan  outrage,  but  of  having  caused  the  death 
of  one  of  its  members  who  had  betrayed  the  secrets 
of  the  organization.  These  charges  and  accusations 
took  form  in  a  memorial  signed  by  a  large  number  of 
citizens  of  the  State,  who  asked  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  make  an  investigation  concerning  "the  designs, 
principles  and  practices  of  Freemasons,  believed  to  be 
adverse  to  religion  and  morality,  subversive  of  civil 
government,  and  incompatible  with  all  the  social  and 
civil  virtues." 

This  petition  was  presented  to  the  legislature  in 
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1831,  during  which  year  an  important  State  Conven- 
tion of  Anti-Masons  was  held  in  Providence,  all 
portions  of  the  Commonwealth  being  represented. 
EightY-three  delegates  had  been  elected  to  this  Con- 
vention,  held  September  14,  1831,  although  the 
printed  proceedings  show  but  fifty-three  as  present 
and  answering  the  call  of  their  names.  A  previous 
session  of  such  a  Convention,  held  in  December, 
1830,  had  been  attended  by  forty-six  delegates. 

At  the  Convention  in  1831,  an  address  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Rhode  Island  was  formulated,  taking  strong 
ground  against  Freemasonry  and  denying  to  it  any 
good.  This  address,  occupying  nearly  twenty  closely 
printed  pages,  closed  with  a  statement  that  14  the  evi- 
dence is  now  before  the  world  of  her  utter  useless- 
ness,  her  derelictions  from  civil  duties,  her  sanctions 
of  crimes,  and  her  resistance  to  the  laws";  and  then, 
while  acknowledging  that  possibly  there  might  be  a 
few  upright  men  in  its  communion,  came  the  follow- 
ing question  at  the  end  of  the  Appeal :  44  How  many 
just  men  Avho  are  Masons,  ought  to  be  required,  to 
save  this  modern  Sodom  of  Masonry,  from  the  indig- 
nation of  a  virtuous  and  justly  incensed  people  ? " 
This  *4  Appeal,"  signed  by  Benj.  F.  Hallett,  William 
Sprague  and  John  Brown,  as  Committee,  was  distrib- 
uted in  every  town,  village  and  hamlet  of  the  State, 
and  in  the  nature  of  things  added  fuel  to  the  flames 
of  excitement  already  burning  with  great  fierceness. 

The  Convention,  at  the  session  referred  to,  also 
passed  a  series  of  resolutions  favoring  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Anti-Masonic  party  and  declaring  that  the 
ballot  box  ought  to  be  used  to  put  clown  Freema- 
sonry. 
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It  was  in  this  fevered  condition  of  the  public  mind 
that  a  Special  Committee  of  the  Legislature  made 
the  investigation  of  the  Masonic  organization  as  re- 
quested by  the  memorial  presented  by  the  opposers 
of  the  Fraternity.  The  report  of  that  investigation, 
making,  with  an  appendix,  a  volume  of  more  than 
two  hundred  printed  pages,  affords  much  interesting 
and  suggestive  reading,  showing  strong  feeling  on 
both  sides  as  represented  at  the  several  hearings  by 
the  Committee.  The  worst  accusations  brought 
against  the  Masonic  organization  were  shown  to  be 
absolutely  false ;  the  Committee's  report  was  a  sub- 
stantial exoneration  of  the  Fraternity  in  Rhode  Is- 
land from  all  the  criminal  charges  brought  against 
it ;  nevertheless  the  state  of  public  feeling  was  such 
that  the  report  closed  with  the  following  recommen- 
dation :  "  This  Committee  cannot  but  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  Masons  owe  it  to  the  community,  to 
themselves,  and  to  sound  principles,  now  to  discon- 
tinue the  Masonic  institution."  This  report  was 
signed  by  four  members  of  the  Committee:  B.  Haz- 
ard, Jas.  F.  Simmons,  Levi  Haile  and  Stephen  B. 
Cornell. 

Numerous  witnesses  were  called,  among  them  rep- 
resentative members  of  the  Fraternity,  whose  evi- 
dence was  given  in  a  manly,  straightforward  way  that 
evidently  produced  a  favorable  impression  on  the 
Committee  and  others.  Among  these  was  Bro. 
Christian  M.  Nestell,  an  upright  citizen,  warmly  at- 
tached to  the  Fraternity,  whose  name  has  been  taken 
by  one  of  the  Masonic  Lodges  in  Providence,  and 
whose  memory  is  held  in  deserved  respect.  The 
writer  has  often  heard  this  zealous  Craftsman  speak  of 
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the  Anti-Masonic  times  and  especially  of  the  investi- 
gation made  by  a  Committee  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  his  appearance  before  that  Committee.  As 
a  matter  of  some  interest,  13 ro.  NestelTs  testimony, 
copied  from  the  printed  Report,  is  herewith  given : 

I,  Christian  M.  Nestell,  ornamental  painter  and  gilder,  a  res- 
ident of  Providence,  am  a  mason  and  still  adhere  to  masonry. 
I  have  taken  the  following  regular  degrees,  viz.:  entered  ap- 
prentice, fellow  craft,  master  mason,  mark  master,  past  master, 
most  excellent  master,  royal  arch,  royal  master,  select  master, 
super  excellent  master,  knight  of  the  red  cross,  knight  of  malta, 
and  knights  templars  of  the  order  of  St.  John  at  Jerusalem. 

Also  the  following  which  are  called  ineffable  degrees,  viz.  : 
union  master,  Roman  eagle,  secret  master,  three  kings,  knights 
of  Jericho,  knights  of  the  Mediterranean  pass,  knight  templars, 
high  priest  and  others  which  names  do  not  now  occur  to  me. 

In  attaching  myself  to  the  masonic  institution,  as  in  the 
taking  of  the  foregoing  degrees,  I  was  previously  impressed 
with  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  institution  ;  which  impression 
led  me,  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  to  solicit  the  recom- 
mendation of  my  friends  to  enable  me  to  obtain  them.  1  never 
knew  it  to  be  the  duty  or  practice  of  masons,  to  use  any  exer- 
tions towards  soliciting  the  accession  of  members.  As  a  man 
and  a  mason  I  consider  my  duties  to  my  Creator  paramount  to 
all  other  duties  ;  and  I  feel  willing  to  testify  and  declare  in 
truth  and  sincerity,  under  a  solemn  oath,  that  1  have  never 
taken  any  oath  or  obligation,  that  I  consider  can  in  any  wise 
interfere  or  conflict  with  the  duty  I  owe  my  country.  Neither 
has  any  of  my  obligations  or  promises  made  in  masonry,  ever 
given  my  brethren  any  right,  or  power,  to  execute,  or  inflict 
any  penalty  upon  me  beyond  expulsion. 

The  invocation  attached  to  each  degree  I  have  always  under- 
stood to  be  between  my  Creator  and  myself,  should  I  ever  wil- 
fully, or  knowingly,  disclose  unlawfully  the  vital  secrets  of  free- 
masonry. The  internal  secret  forms  and  ceremonies  attached 
to  each  degree,  I  view  as  a  species  of  private  property,  which  I 
have  justly  and  lawfully  purchased,  and  which  I  never  will  con- 
sent to  yield  up  to  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  who  are  not  as 
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justly  and  lawfully  entitled  to  the  same  as  I  am  myself,  even 
were  my  life  and  property  to  be  the  forfeiture.    I  consider  the 
prominent  object  of  freemasonry  is  to  promote  the  best  interest 
of  mankind.    Every  mason  is  bound  to  alleviate  the  distress 
of  all  worthy  brethren  no  matter  whether  they  originated  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  in  which  he  resides,  or  sprung  from  the 
remotest  corners  of  the  earth.    I  have  been  a  mason  eleven 
years:  have  held  an  office  in  all  the  masonic  bodies  of  this 
place,  and  have  served  two  years  in  the  first  office  in  the  gift  of 
the  lodge  in  this  town,  during  which  period  I  never  knew  a  call 
for  relief  refused  a  worthy  brother,  his  willow  or  orphan.    1  am 
a  permanent  member  of  all  the  masonic  bodies  in  this  place, 
except  the  grand  chapter,  and  of  that  for  the  time  being,  by 
virtue  of  an  office  held  in  the  subordinate  chapter.    And  in  tak- 
ing the  several  degrees  attached  to  each  body,  I  was  distinctly 
informed  previously  to  taking  my  obligations,  that  they  were 
not  to  interfere  with  my  religion,  politics,  or  my  allegiance  to 
my  (iod  or  my  country.   I  never  was  led,  or  influenced  by  them, 
to  confer  a  favor  on  a  mason,  to  the  injury  of  one  who  was  not 
a  mason.    The  moral  precepts  which  masonry  inculcate,  have 
been  a  great  stimulus  in  teaching  me  to  render  every  man  his 
just  due  without  distinction.    The  secret  forms  and  ceremonies 
of  each  degree,  with  their  true  explanations,  are  calculated  to 
fix  and  impress  the  mind  with  correct  principles  of  morality  ; 
they  are  also  designed  to  unite  and  conciliate  true  friendship 
among  men,  which  friendship  would  never  have  otherwise  ex- 
isted.   We  have  secrets  which  our  obligations  bind  us  sacredly 
to  conceal  ;  by  them  we  are  enabled  to  distinguish  true  brethren 
from  imposters,  and  if  we  were  not  under  these  obligations  to 
keep  them  from  bad  men,  they  would  soon  become  common 
and  of  no  intrinsic  value  by  their  subversion.     I  have  never  re- 
gretted the  taking  of  the  degrees  in  masonry  and  if  there  were 
any  more  to  be  conferred.  I  should  ask  to  obtain  them.  They 
have  been  the    means  of  introducing  me  to  many  valuable 
friends  and  the  study  of  each  degree  has  had  a  tendency  to 
strengthen  and  improve  my  memory,  with  many  other  advan- 
tages, which  has  proved  more  than  a  remuneration  of  the  whole 
amount  I  ever  paid  to  obtain  them.    As  it  regards  my  masonic 
ties  to  those  brethren  who  compose  the  masonic  family,  1  am 
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bound  to  them  as  far  as  truth,  honor  and  justice  will  warrant, 
and  no  farther.  I  am  not  to  screen  them  from  the  arm  of  the 
law,  cloak  their  iniquities,  render  them  assistance  to  the  detri- 
ment of  myself  or  family  ;  nor  am  I  to  enter  into  plots  or  con- 
spiracies against  the  government  of  the  country  in  which  I  live  ; 
but  feel  myself  bound  by  the  precepts  of  masonry,  to  be  a 
peaceable,  quiet  citizen  of  the  place  in  which  I  reside,  and  to 
patiently  submit  myself  to  the  legal  authority  thereof.  I  am 
ready  to  confess  we  have  some  immoral  and  disorderly  members 
among  us;  but  I  do  know  it  to  be  the  duty  of  each  member  of 
the  body  where  such  belong  to  complain  of  them,  and  have 
.  them  admonished  and  exhorted  to  reformation,  and  should  this 
gentle  means  fail,  we  then  have  recourse  to  expulsion,  and  thus 
forever  withdrawing  from  them  our  fellowship  as  masons.  I 
consider  it  my  duty  as  a  mason,  to  so  live  and  conduct  myself 
as  to  avoid  becoming  a  subject  of  reproach,  and  use  my  en- 
deavors to  preserve  unsullied  the  reputation  of  the  institution. 
I  hold  myself  not  accountable  for  the  depredations  said  to  be 
committed  on  the  body  of  William  Morgan,  by  those  who  have 
passed  through  our  solemn  ceremonies  ;  if  it  be  true  that  this 
outrage  was  committed  by  such,  and  they  had  become  so  wretch- 
edly depraved  as  to  trample  on  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  they, 
and  they  alone,  on  proof  of  guilt,  are  culpable  ;  and  agreeable 
to  the  laws  of  our  country,  have  forfeited  their  existence. 

In  1832,  the  General  Assembly  adopted  the  report 
of  its  Committee,  with  the  recommendation  calling 
for  the  discontinuance  of  the  Masonic  organization. 

To  this  demand  the  Grand  Lodge  responded,  Au- 
gust 27,  1832,  by  passing  the  following  resolutions: 

Reso/veii,  That  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  no  good  can  result, 
either  to  the  public  or  to  Masons,  by  adopting  their  recommen- 
dation— that  in  our  view  the  clamorous  leaders  of  Anti- Masonry 
care  not  whether  we  meet  in  Lodges  or  Chapters  ;  it  is  not  the 
Institution  of  Masonry  they  are  contending  against  :  that  is 
merely  the  pretence  ;  political  favor  is  the  object. 

ResolveJ,  That  we  regret  the  present  state  of  society  :  but  are 
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of  the  opinion  that  our  duty  is  plain,  which  is  that  we  manifest 
a  determination  peacefully  to  adhere  to  our  institution  through 
evil  as  well  as  good  report. 

These  resolutions,  passed  with  but  one  dissenting 
vote,  doubtless  reflected  the  majority  sentiment  of 
Masons  in  Rhode  Island  at  the  time  when  such  ac- 
tion was  taken. 

The  position  of  Rhode  Island  Craftsmen  at  this 
period  of  intense  opposition  is  further  shown  by  the 
following  extract  from  the  records  of  Grand  Lodge, 
and  the  "  Declaration  "  numerously  signed  by  Masons 
in  the  State. 

At  an  adjourned  quarterly  Communication  of  the  M.  \V. 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Rhode-Island,  &c,  holden  at 
Masons'  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Providence,  March  n,  A.  L.  5833. 

Voted  and  resolved  unanimously,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  do 
adopt  "the  Declaration,"  which  has  been  signed  and  published 
by  the  Freemasons  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut ;  and  for  carrying  more  fully  into  effect  this  purpose,  a 
suitable  number  of  copies  of  said  Declaration  be  printed  and 
forwarded  to  the  Master  of  each  Lodge  in  this  State,  requesting 
that  the  signatures  of  all  the  members  of  his  Lodge,  and  all 
Freemasons  residing  in  his  town,  be  obtained  to  said  Declara- 
tion, and  that  the  same  be  returned  to  this  Grand  Lodge  at 
their  annual  election  in  June  next  :  and  that  \V.  P.  G.  Masters 
Grinnell  and  Cooke,  with  the  Grand  Secretary,  be  a  Committee 
to  prepare  a  suitable  preamble  to  said  Declaration  ;  and  to 
cause  the  objects  of  this  resolution  to  be  carried  into  effect. 

True  Copy  from  the  Records, 

Sam'l.  \V.  Wheeler,  G.  Secretary. 

Providence,  March  15th,  1833. 

Brother, 

In  conformity  with  the  above  resolution,  we  request  your  co- 
operation in  giving  effect  to  the  same,  by  obtaining  the  signa- 
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tures  of  the  members  of  your  Lodge,  and  all  other  respectable 
members  of  the  Fraternity  in  your  vicinity,  and  forward  them 
to  the  Grand  Secretary  in  this  city  as  soon  as  obtained,  or  be 
certain  that  they  will  be  laid  before  the  Grand  Lodge  at  their 
annual  Communication  in  June  next.  We  would  state  for  the 
information  of  the  Brethren,  that  the  "  Declaration  "  of  which 
the  annexed  is  a  copy,  contains  the  names  of  about  three  thou- 
sand Brethren  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut. 
We  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  obtaining  from  your  records 
the  names  of  all  the  members  of  your  Lodge  in  order  to  facili- 
tate the  obtaining  their  signatures.  We  solicit  your  early  and 
particular  attention  to  this  request,  and  are 

• 

Yours  Fraternally, 

Peter  Grinnell,  ) 

Joseph  S.  Cooke,      J-  Committee. 

Sam  i..  W.  Wheeler,  ) 


DECLARATION*  OF  THE  FREEMASONS  OF  RHODE-ISLAND. 

Whereas,  the  opposition  to  the  Masonic  Institution  in  this 
State  has  attained  a  character,  which  in  our  view  is  wholly  un- 
warranted, and  which  threatens,  if  aided  and  encouraged  by  the 
good  people  of  this  State,  to  sap  the  foundation  of  all  our  civil, 
political  and  religious  institutions;  and  whereas  the  attempt 
has  already  been  made  to  deprive  us  of  our  civil  and  political 
privileges,  which  we  of  right  enjoy  as  men  and  as  citizens  ; 
although  it  cannot  be  believed  that  the  people  of  this  State  will 
suffer  a  very  large,  and,  as  we  trust,  a  respectable  minority  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  to  have  their  privileges  thus  wrested  from 
them  ; — And  whereas,  our  opponents  have  asserted,  that  but 
few  of  our  number  have  any  regard  for  the  Masonic  Institution, 
and  that  it  would,  long  since,  have  been  abandoned  in  this  State, 
had  it  not  been  kept  alive  by  a  few  only,  who  are  determined 
to  brave  public  opinion  at  all  hazards  : — Therefore,  we  the 
officers  and  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Rhode- 
Island  and  of  the  subordinate  Lodges  in  said  State,  with  a 
proper  regard  for  public  opinion,  deem  it  a  duty  we  owe  to  our- 
selves and  to  the  fraternity  generally,  to  express  under  our  in- 
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dividual  signatures,  our  views  of  the  principles  and  tendency 
of  the  Institution,  and  we  therefore  respectfully  present  the 
following  "  Declaration,"  as  published  by  our  brethren  of  the 
States  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode-Island. 

DKCI.ARATIOX. 

Whereas,  it  has  been  frequently  asserted  and  published  to 
the  world,  that  in  the  several  Degrees  of  Freemasonry,  as  they 
are  conferred  in  the  United  States,  the  candidate,  on  his  initi- 
ation and  subsequent  advancement,  binds  himself,  by  oath,  to 
sustain  his  Masonic  brethren  in  acts  which  are  at  variance  with 
the  fundamental  principles  of  morality,  and  incompatible  with 
his  duty  as  a  good  and  faithful  citizen  :  in  justice,  therefore, 
to  themselves,  and  with  a  view  to  establish  truth  and  expose 
imposition,  the  undersigned,  many  of  us  the  recipients  of  every 
degree  of  Freemasonry  known  and  acknowledged  in  this  coun- 
try, do  most  solemnly  deny  the  existence  of  any  such  obliga- 
tions in  the  Masonic  Institution,  so  far  as  our  knowledge 
respectively  extends.  And  we  as  solemnly  aver  that  no  person 
is  admitted  to  the  Institution,  without  first  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  obligations  which  he  will  be 
required  to  incur  and  assume. 

Freemasonry  secures  its  members  in  the  freedom  of  thought 
and  of  speech,  and  permits  each  and  every  one  to  act  according 
to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience  in  matters  of  religion, 
and  of  his  personal  preferences  in  matters  of  politics.  It 
neither  knows,  nor  does  it  assume  to  inflict,  upon  its  erring 
members,  however  wide  may  be  their  aberrations  from  duty, 
any  penalties  or  punishments,  other  than  those  of  admonition, 
suspension  and  expulsion. 

The  obligations  of  the  Institution  require  of  its  members  a 
strict  obedience  to  the  laws  of  God  and  of  man.  So  far  from 
being  bound  by  any  engagements  inconsistent  with  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  every  citizen,  who  becomes 
a  Mason,  is  doubly  bound  to  be  true  to  his  God,  to  his  Coun- 
try, and  to  his  Fellow-Men.  In  the  language  of  the  "  An- 
cient Constitutions"  of  the  Order,  which  are  printed  and  open 
for  public  inspection,  ami  which  are  used  as  text-books  in  all 
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the  Lodges,  he  is  "required  to  keep  and  obey  the  Moral  Law; 
to  be  a  quiet  and  peaceable  citizen  ;  true  to  his  government 
and  just  to  his  country." 

Masonry  disdains  the  making  of  proselytes.  She  opens  the 
portals  of  her  asylum  to  those  only  who  seek  admission,  with 
the  recommendation  of  a  character  unspotted  by  immorality 
and  vice.  She  simply  requires  of  the  candidate,  his  assent  to 
one  great  fundamental  religious  truth  —  the  existence  and 
providence  of  cod  ;  and  a  practical  acknowledgment  of  those 
infallible  doctrines  for  the  government  of  life,  which  are  written 
by  the  finger  of  God,  on  the  heart  of  man. 

Entertaining  such  sentiments,  as  Masons,  as  Citizens,  as 
Christians,  and  as  Moral  Men,  and  deeply  impressed  with  the 
conviction  that  the  Masonic  Institution  has  been,  and  may 
continue  to  be,  productive  of  great  good  to  their  fellow  men  : 
and  having  "received  the  laws  of  the  Society,  and  its  accumu- 
lated funds,  in  sacred  trust  for  charitable  uses,"  the  undersigned 
can  neither  renounce  nor  abandon  it. 

We  most  cordially  unite  with  our  brethren  of  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut,  in  the  declaration  and  hope,  that  "should  the 
people  of  this  country  become  so  infatuated  as  to  deprive  Ma- 
sons of  their  civil  rights,  in  violation  of  their  written  Constitu- 
tions, and  the  wholesome  spirit  of  just  laws  and  free  govern- 
ments, a  vast  majority  of  the  Fraternity  will  still  remain  firm, 
confiding  in  God  and  the  rectitude  of  their  intentions,  fur  con- 
solation, under  the  trials  to  which  they  may  be  exposed." 

At  this  period  the  excitement  in  Rhode  Island 
reached  its  highest  point.  The  Anti-Masons  pre- 
sented another  memorial  to  the  General  Assembly 
asking  that  body  to  take  away  the  civil  charters 
which  had  been  granted  to  a  number  of  Masonic  or- 
ganizations in  this  State.  These  organizations  were 
cited  to  appear  and  show  cause  why  the  charters 
should  not  be  revoked.  The  Grand  Lodge  appeared 
by  counsel  to  remonstrate  against  the  proposed  taking 
away  of  the  charters.    Several  subordinate  Lodges 
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took  similar  action,  but  all  endeavors  to  defeat  the 
measure,  which  seems  to  have  been  decided  upon  as 
a  sort  of  41  political  necessity,"  proved  unavailing. 
The  General  Assembly,  at  the  session  held  in  Janu- 
ary, 1834,  repealed  six  charters,  but  left  quite  a  num- 
ber of  others  untouched.  It  legislated  in  several 
matters  to  meet  the  wishes  of  Anti-Masons,  who  at 
this  time  had  formed  a  coalition  with  one  of  the  other 
parties,  and  thereby  gained  an  increase  of  political 
power;  and  among  other  acts  passed  a  law  prohibit- 
ing the  administration  of  extra-judicial  oaths. 

Under  the  strain  of  this  long  continued  contest, 
and  obliged  to  meet,  as  they  were,  so  much  of  contin- 
ual misrepresentation  and  opposition,  many  members 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  felt  that  they  might  as 
well  yield  to  what  seemed  the  popular  will  and  make 
no  further  effort  to  maintain  the  organic  life  of  their 
institution.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State,  at  a 
Communication  held  March  17,  1834,  voted  to  surren- 
der its  civil  charter  and  recommended  all  Lodges  in 
the  jurisdiction  to  do  the  same.  But  the  declaration 
made  by  the  Grand  Body,  at  the  Annual  Communi- 
cation, held  on  the  24th  of  June  in  the  same  year, 
when  it  adopted  the  report  of  a  Committee,  of  which 
the  then  Grand  Master,  Joseph  S.  Cooke,  was  chair- 
man, shows  conclusively  that  such  surrender  of  charter 
and  the  recommendation  accompanying  such  action, 
were  not  intended  to  signify  any  disposition  to  aban- 
don the  institution  or  concede  that  its  life  was  at  an 
end. 

The  Committee's  report  approved  by  Grand  Lodge 
was  in  part  as  follows  : 
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To  the  Most  IV.  G.  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  etc  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  statement  of  facts 
respecting  the  recent  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  sur- 
rendering their  civil  charter,  or  act  of  incorporation  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  said  State,  and  also  respecting  the  present 
situation  of  the  Masonic  Institution  in  this  State,  respectfully 
report  :  That  the  more  immediate  cause  for  surrendering  the 
civil  charter  was,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  preferred  that  course 
rather  than  to  submit  to  a  law  passed  at  the  last  January  session 
of  the  Legislature  requiring  all  the  incorporated  Masonic  bodies 
in  this  State  to  make  annual  returns  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  their  proceedings,  with  a  list  of  all  their  members  ;  and  in 
doing  which  the  Grand  Lodge  has  surrendered  nothing  more  to 
the  General  Assembly  than  what  they  had  received  from  that 
body,  it  being  a  naked  charter  of  incorporation,  which  only 
enabled  the  Grand  Lodge  to  hold  property,  and  to  act  as  a  cor- 
porate body  without  conferring  any  Masonic  power  or  privileges. 
This  charter  was  received  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  a  time  when 
it  was  common  for  nearly  all  societies  and  companies  in  this 
State  to  petition  the  General  Assembly  for  corporate  powers, 
but  which  had  become  entirely  useless  in  consequence  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  being  without  property.  By  retaining  the  char- 
ter which,  being  received  as  a  contract  between  the  power  grant- 
ing it  and  the  corporation  created  by  that  power,  the  Grand 
Lodge  were  considered  as  amenable  to  the  Legislature  and  lia- 
ble to  vexatious  inquiries,  and  odious  exactions,  which  they 
now  feel  themselves  absolved  from. 

The  Grand  Lodge  likewise  recommended  to  the  several  sub- 
ordinate Lodges  under  its  jurisdiction  having  charters  of  incor- 
poration from  the  General  Assembly,  to  surrender  them  ;  sev- 
eral of  which  have  already  done  so,  after  placing  their  property 
in  the  hands  of  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  said  Lodges;  but  no 
subordinate  Lodge  has,  to  our  knowledge,  even  intimated  a 
wish  to  surrender  their  Masonic  charter  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  at  its  last  annual  meeting  returns  were  received  from  all 
but  two  Lodges  with  a  list  of  their  officers.  As  Lodges  in  other 
States  have  not  been  incorporated,  the  civil  and  Masonic  char- 
ters have  been  confounded  when  spoken  of  in  reference  to  this 
State. 
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We  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  by  all  our  Masonic 
brethren,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  that  the  civil  charters  had 
no  connection  with  the  Masonic  charters  ;  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  retains  its  Masonic  powers  as  heretofore,  and  that  its 
members  have  not  relinquished  their  rights  as  citizens  to  assem- 
ble peacefully  together  or  to  associate  as  Masons.  To  avoid 
the  operation  of  the  law  referred  to  as  it  respects  the  Grand 
Lodge,  its  charter  has  been  surrendered  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, by  doing  which  we  have  disarmed  our  enemies  and  the  Leg- 
islature of  all  right  to  visit  us  or  interfere  with  our  concerns,  so 
long  as  we  remain  quiet  and  peaceable  subjects,  and  conform  to 
the  constitutional  laws  of  the  land. 

******* 

As  it  regards  the  present  situation  of  the  Masonic  institution 
in  this  State,  your  Committee  would  observe  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  enactment  of  the  laws  herein  referred  to,  and  the  vexa- 
tions they  have  otherwise  had  to  encounter,  yet  Masons  do  not 
despond  and  we  hope  and  trust  that  they  will  continue  to  stand 
firm  and  united  by  an  indissoluble  chain  of  sincere  affection. 


I'rovidknck,  June  24,  5S34. 

It  should  be  stated  in  this  connection  that  the  civil 
charter  of  Grand  Lodge,  surrendered  March  17,  1S34, 
was  restored  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly, 
passed  April  4,  1861,  the  renewed  charter  being  re- 
ceived and  accepted  May  27th  of  the  same  year. 

It  should  also  be  mentioned  that  while  several  sub- 
ordinate Lodges  complied  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  placed  what  property  they 
held  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  other  Lodges  declined 
to  conform  to  the  recommendation  and  held  on  to 
the  charters  which  had  been  granted  to  them  by  au- 
thority of  the  State.    Still  more  significant  is  the 


Respectfully  submitted, 
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fact  that  not  a  single  Lodge  gave  up  its  Masonic 
charter  during  the  time  when  the  institution  was 
most  pitilessly  assailed.  Several,  however,  were  prac- 
tically dormant  only  a  short  time  after  the  rise  of 
Anti-Masonry,  and  became  extinct  before  the  revival 
of  interest  and  prosperity  took  place — some  twenty 
years  or  more  after  the  excitement  caused  by  the 
Morsan  abduction  first  made  itself  felt  in  Rhode 
Island. 

To  recall  the  dark  days  of  political  Anti-Masonry 
is  not  altogether  pleasant.  The  Masonic  institution 
was  tested  in  the  severest  ways  of  trial  and  scrutiny. 
Its  enemies  were  many,  and  nothing  would  content 
them  but  the  complete  destruction  of  Freemasonry — 
root  and  branch.  But  the  worst  foes  it  had  to  con- 
tend with  were  within  its  own  household — unblush- 
ing apostates,  and  weak  and  timid  supporters,  besides 
others  whose  zeal  outran  their  discretion.  Four  of 
the  most  violent  seceders  in  this  State  were  clergy- 
men, and  one  of  them  became  the  endorser  of  most 
unwarrantable  accusations  against  the  Fraternity 
generally,  and  against  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island  in  particular. 

There  is  a  pleasant  side  to  the  review,  however,  as 
the  story  of  steadfastness  and  moral  heroism  on  the 
part  of  many  members  is  told.  Lodges  held  meet- 
ings infrequently,  but  kept  up  their  respective  organ- 
izations. The  Grand  Lodge  held  its  annual  commu- 
nications regularly,  although  the  attendance  was  small 
and  but  little  business  required  attention.  Faithful 
brethren  stood  closely  together  in  those  days,  like 
good  soldiers  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  Masonic  fel- 
lowship was  never  more  sweet — never  better  appre- 
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ciated — than  by  the  brethren  who  stood  shoulder  to 
shoulder  in  that  time  of  social  and  political  persecu- 
tion. 44  There  were  giants  in  those  days."  There 
were  instances  of  individual  firmness  on  the  part  of 
men  then  prominent  in  the  Fraternity,  which  will 
never  be  forgotten  by  the  Masons  of  Rhode  Island. 
Joseph  S.  Cooke,  Grand  Master  of  the  jurisdiction 
during  the  years  that  were  darkest ;  Caleb  Earle, 
Peter  Grinnell,  Moses  Richardson,  Wm.  C.  Barker, 
Christian  M.  Nestell,  Oliver  Johnson,  James  Hutchi- 
son, Henry  Martin,  Barney  Merry,  Rev.  Dr.  George 
Taft,  Rev.  Dr.  Benedict,  Wm.  Field,  James  Sals- 
bury, — these  are  among  the  names  of  a  goodly  num- 
ber of  brethren  who  did  not  waver  in  their  Masonic 
allegiance  in  that  critical  period  of  adversity  and 
severe  testing,  and  to  them  Rhode  Island  Masons 
owe  grateful  appreciation  and  honored  remembrance. 
It  is  stormy  seas  which  breed  good  sailors,  who  in 
stout  ships  outride  the  tempest;  and  thus  the  trials 
and  conflicts  of  the  Anti-Masonic  times  developed 
capable  Craftsmen,  representing  in  more  than  an 
ordinary  degree  the  heroic  element  in  life,  and  from 
them  comes  an  incitement  to  true  service  in  all  Ma- 
sonic engagements. 
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CHAPTER  VII 


RENEWED  INTEREST  AND  PROSPERITY. 

*T*HE  Anti-Masonic  storm  may  be  said  to  have 
*  spent  its  force  by  the  year  1840,  but  its  effects 
lasted  for  a  much  longer  time.  No  new  Lodges  were 
chartered  in  the  jurisdiction  from  1825  to  1850.  For 
at  least  fifteen  years  following  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Morgan  excitement  there  was  an  almost  entire  ab- 
sence of  work  in  the  Lodges,  and  every  report  showed 
a  diminution  in  members.  The  returns  to  Grand 
Lodge  in  1840  represented  an  aggregate  member- 
ship of  nine  hundred  and  fifty,  about  one-third  of  the 
number  reported  in  1830.  This  surprising  declen- 
sion in  numbers  may  be  explained,  in  part,  on  the 
ground  that  the  returns  were  not  complete ;  but  with  * 
this  allowance  it  must  still  be  conceded  that  the 
figures  were  not  of  an  encouraging  character. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
of  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  at  the  period  to  which 
reference  is  made,  1840,  was  such  as  to  cause  anxiety 
among  members  of  the  Fraternity.  Few  of  the  bodies 
had  any  invested  funds,  and  several  of  the  organiza- 
tions were  considerably  in  debt.  With  a  constantly 
diminishing  membership  and  no  assured  sources  of 
revenue,  the  outlook  was  far  from  favorable.  Pro- 
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scription  and  persecution  were  still  brought  to  bear 
against  men  identified  with  the  Masonic  organiza- 
tion, so  that,  as  might  be  expected,  there  were  many 
timid  brethren,  outside  the  ranks  of  the  deserters, 
who  almost  lost  heart,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that 
it  would  be  of  little  use  to  attempt  to  revive  the  pros- 
perity of  the  institution  which  had  been  so  bitterly 
assailed. 

A  faithful  few,  however,  believing  that  the  vitality 
of  Freemasonry  was  unimpaired  and  that  its  career 
of  usefulness  was  by  no  means  ended,  were  both 
active  and  helpful  in  its  support.  These  encouraged 
each  other,  formulated  plans  for  the  revival  of  Ma- 
sonic interest  throughout  the  jurisdiction,  and  showed 
such  zeal  and  confidence  in  attempting  to  re-establish 
the  institution  as  to  draw  others  to  their  side,  who 
soon  became  convinced  of  the  fact  that  Freemasonry 
was  very  much  alive,  and  still  invincible  by  reason  of 
its  inherent  truths  and  principles.  Thus  the  clouds 
broke  away  and  a  fairer  sky  was  disclosed  to  waiting, 
expectant  eyes.  Lodges  were  re -opened;  the  charters 
were  brought  from  secure  hiding  places;  the  dust  was 
swept  from  Lodge  furniture;  jewels  were  brightened; 
the  Book  of  the  Law  was  placed  again  upon  Masonic 
altars;  the  lights  were  lighted;  the  ancient  ceremon- 
ies were  enacted;  and  the  indications  of  returning 
prosperity  became  more  clear  and  abundant  through- 
out the  State. 

A  sign  of  this  revived  interest  was  shown  by  the 
large  gathering  of  brethren  convened  in  Pawtucket, 
on  June  24,  1840,  on  which  occasion  a  Festival  Com- 
munication of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held.  Inter- 
esting services  took   place  in  the  Congregational 
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Church,  where  an  eloquent  discourse  setting  forth  the 
characteristic  features  of  Freemasonry  was  delivered 
by  the  Rev.  Paul  Dean,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

At  the  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge,  in  December  of 
the  same  year,  the  brightening  prospects  of  the  Fra- 
ternity were  noted. 

Bros.  Oliver  Johnson  and  Asa  Bosworth,  a  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence,  made  a  brief  re- 
port of  an  encouraging  character.  They  expressed 
themselves  as  glad  44  to  learn  that  the  institution  gen- 
erally sustains  its  character  for  firmness,  truth  and 
brotherly  love ;  and  now  appears  more  prosperous 
than  for  many  years  past." 

The  following  suggestive  Report  was  made  at  the 
same  communication : 

To  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island : 

The  Committee  appointed  at  a  former  meeting  by  this  Grand 
Lodge  to  ascertain  what  power  it  has  over  charters,  jewels, 
regalia,  property,  &c,  of  Subordinate  Lodges,  whose  charters 
are  revoked,  sundered,  or  become  forfeited  by  not  having  made 
returns  or  sent  representatives  for  a  number  of  years  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration  and 
offer  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  were  deeply  impressed  with  the  subject  re- 
ferred to  them,  and  have  given  to  it,  therefore,  that  attention 
which  the  subject  demands,  and  have  come  to  the  following 
conclusions  :  that  the  Subordinate  Lodges  were  created  for  cer- 
tain purposes  and  were  invested  with  certain  powers  necessary 
to  their  accomplishment.  The  Masonic  Charter  confers  upon 
them  all  the  powers  and  authority  they  can  lawfully  exercise. 
It  authorizes  them  to  confer  the  degrees,  and  receive  and  hold 
such  funds  as  may  lawfully  come  into  their  possession  for  dis- 
tribution among  the  poor  and  indigent.    But  it  does  not  author- 
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ize  them  to  exercise  these  functions  beyond  the  period  of  their 
Masonic  existence,  which  existence,  of  course,  terminates  with 
the  said  Masonic  Charter.  These  powers  do  not  reside  with 
the  members  of  these  Lodges  individually,  nor  are  they  inde- 
pendent of,  but  consequent  upon,  the  existence  of  the  Lodge, 
and  cannot  survive  it.  Whenever  a  Lodge  ceases  to  exist  all 
the  rights  and  powers  conferred  by  their  Masonic  Charter  must 
necessarily  be  at  an  end.  These  Lodges  might  with  equal  pro- 
priety claim  the  right  of  conferring  degrees,  as  of  controlling 
their  funds,  after  the  termination  of  their  charters.  These 
rights  can  only  be  exercised  by  Lodges  in  their  corporate  capac- 
ity, and  not  by  individual  Masons  however  numerous  or  re- 
spectable. 

It  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  Lodges  are  the  agents 
or  trustees  merely,  instead  of  being  the  rightful  owners  of  the 
property.  They  hold  the  funds  not  in  their  own  right,  but  in 
trust ;  and  by  the  surrender  or  annulling  of  their  charters  they 
become  incapacitated  themselves,  and  cannot  lawfully  act  as 
agents  or  trustees  ;  and  the  appointment  of  new  agents  to  carry 
out  the  benevolent  purposes  for  which  the  funds  were  created 
seems  to  be  not  only  a  permitted  but  a  required  duty  ;  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  which  gave  them  all  the  power  they  ever  had  to 
accumulate  these  funds,  and  whose  duty  it  is  to  watch  over  and 
guard  the  interests  of  the  institution,  cannot  hope  to  escape  the 
imputation  of  gross  negligence  if  she  fails  to  perform  it. 

The  Committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  charters 
of  those  Lodges  which  for  a  long  time  have  failed  to  assemble 
and  elect  their  officers,  or  to  send  representatives  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  should  after  due  notice  be  declared  null  and  void. 

And  your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  Grand 
Lodge,  as  in  the  case  with  the  Masonic  bodies  of  other  States, 
and  agreeably  to  the  established  usages  of  the  institution, 
should  take  such  measures  as  will  cause  said  charters,  records, 
funds,  regalia,  etc.,  to  be  delivered  into  their  possession,  to  be 
applied  by  them  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  originally 
intended,  they  being  the  only  proper  authority  that  can  legally 
take  charge  of  and  manage  said  property.  And  your  Commit- 
tee recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  resolution  : 

JicsoIreJ,  that  if  any  Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction,  shall  fail 
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to  meet  once  a  year  and  elect  its  officers,  or  shall  neglect  to  be 
represented  in  this  Grand  Lodge  for  two  years  in  succession,  or 
shall  fail  for  two  successive  years  to  make  returns  and  pay  its 
dues  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  then,  and  in  either  case  of  delin- 
quency, the  said  Lodge  shall  forfeit,  to  the  use  of  its  Grand 
Lodge,  its  charter,  with  its  records,  jewels,  regalia,  furniture, 
together  with  its  monetary  and  other  property  of  every  descrip- 
tion. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 


Providence,  December  28,  1840. 

The  foregoing  report  was  approved  and  resolution 
adopted  at  a  special  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge  held 
in  Providence,  January  25,  1841. 

At  this  meeting,  on  recommendation  of  another 
committee,  the  following  resolution  was  approved. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  indispensably  necessary  for  the  support 
of  Masonry  in  this  State,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  thereof  be  suit- 
ably sustained,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  it  is 
recommended  that  each  Subordinate  Lodge  under  this  jurisdic- 
tion be  requested  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer 
annually,  on  the  24th  of  June,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  cents 
on  each  of  its  members  :  and  that  they  raise  said  sum  by  tax, 
subscription,  or  by  paying  from  the  funds  as  they  may  think 
most  proper  and  expedient. 

The  attempts  to  legislate  upon  these  matters,  as  re- 
lated to  questions  of  discipline  and  finance,  indicate 
an  appreciation  of  growing  strength  and  prosperity, 
and  the  need  of  bringing  Masonic  affairs  into  a  wise 
and  orderly  course  of  procedure.  In  this  connection 
mention  may  be  made  of  the  action  taken  by  Grand 
Lodge,  at  its  Quarterly  Communication,  held  in  Prov- 
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idence,  Sept.  27,  1843,  in  declaring  the  charters  of 
eight  Lodges  forfeited  by  reason  of  their  not  having 
complied  with  the  resolution  requiring  them  to  be 
represented,  etc.  At  a  later  period,  on  proper  expla- 
nations being  made,  the  enforcement  of  the  rule  was 
waived  in  every  case  but  one. 

The  establishment  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge  of 
Masons  in  the  United  States  has  been  favored  at  dif- 
ferent times  by  prominent  Craftsmen  ;  and  the  plan 
of  constituting  such  a  governing  body  has  sometimes 
derived  considerable  support  from  Rhode  Island 
brethren.  Thus,  at  the  Convention  held  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  in  March,  1842,  at  which  meeting  ten 
Grand  Lodges  were  represented,  this  jurisdiction  was 
one  of  the  number.  At  the  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge 
in  September,  1841,  a  Committee  consisting  of  Barney 
Merry,  William  Field,  and  Alvin  Jenks  made  a  re- 
port, advocating  representation  in  the  proposed  Con- 
vention, and  recommended  that  the  delegate  or  dele- 
gates from  this  Grand  Lodge,  be  authorized,  in 
connection  with  representatives  from  other  Grand 
Lodges,  "  to  form  and  open  a  General  Grand  Lodge 
for  the  United  States  of  America,"  etc.  The  report, 
with  recommendations,  was  unanimously  adoptedr 
and  Bro.  William  Field  was  appointed  delegate  "  with 
all  the  powers  and  duties  aforesaid."  At  the  Decem- 
ber .meeting  of  Grand  Lodge,  1841,  a  vote  restricting 
the  delegate  was  passed,  viz :  "  Voted  that  our  dele- 
gate to  Washington  to  attend  the  Convention  be  and 
hereby  is  instructed  to  make  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  said  Convention  to  this  Grand  Lodge  for  our 
approval  or  disapproval." 

Bro.  William  Field  represented  the  Grand  Lodge 
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of  Rhode  Island  at  the  Convention  held  in  Washing 
ton,  D.  C,  in  March,  1842,  and  also  was  delegate  to 
the  new  Convention  that  met  at  Baltimore,  in  May, 
18*43.  Sixteen  Grand*  Lodges  were  represented  in 
this  last  named  Convention.  It  was  in  session  for  ten 
days  and  the  utmost  harmony  prevailed  throughout 
the  protracted  sittings. 

A  ritual  of  work  and  lectures  was  agreed  to ;  a 
system  of  proceedings  for  constituting  Lodges,  install- 
ing officers,  laying  corner-stones,  etc.,  was  approved  ; 
and  a  plan  of  holding  a  National  Masonic  Conven- 
tion once  every  three  years  was  recommended.  Bro. 
Field  reported  the  action  taken  by  the  Convention  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  and  exemplified 
the  new  work  at  several  adjourned  meetings  held  for 
that  purpose.  The  following  resolution  was  passed 
in  reference  thereto: 

• 

Resolved^  That  the  lectures  and  work  on  the  first  three  degrees 
of  Masonry,  as  adopted  and  recommended  by  the  National  Ma- 
sonic Convention,  held  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  May,  1843,  as  ex- 
emplified by  R.  W.  Bro.  Field,  before  this  Grand  Lodge,  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  adopted  as  a  proper  mode  of  work  and 
lectures  to  be  used  by  all  the  Subordinate  Lodges  in  this  juris- 
diction. 

The  Grand  Lodge,  however,  expressed  its  dissent 
to  some  of  the  new  forms  presented,  "  preferring  to 
travel  in  the  old  paths."  It  endorsed  the  plan  of 
holding  Triennial  Conventions  and  commended  the 
rules  formulated  for  the  government  of  such  bodies. 
Nothing  came  from  the  proposed  plan  as  it  failed  to 
secure  the  support  of  the  requisite  number  of  Grand 
Lodges. 

In  1847  another  Masonic  Convention  assembled  in 
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Baltimore,  seven  Grand  Lodges  being  represented. 
This  Convention  went  so  far  as  to  adopt  a  Constitu- 
tion for  a  Supreme  Grand  Lodge,  which  was  to  be- 
come, effective  when  ratified  by  sixteen  Grand  Lodges. 
This  project  also  failed  for  want  of  needed  support. 
Rhode  Island,  however,  was  sympathetic  with  the 
movement,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  expressive 
resolutions,  presented  by  a  committee  consisting  of 
Cyrus  Fisher,  Alvin  Jenks,  William  Field,  and  James 
Hutchison,  and  passed  at  a  Special  Communication 
held  in  February,  1849: 

Rt'sohrdy  That  for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  harmony 
among  the  several  Grand  Lodges  in  the  States  and  Territories 
of  this  vast  Republic,  and  for  the  adjustment  of  all  difficulties 
arising  among  the  different  Grand  Lodges,  a  supreme  head  is 
necessary  whose  laws  will  be  respected  by  the  whole. 

Resolved,  That  if  this  Grand  Lodge  is  notified  in  season  of  the 
meeting  of  a  constitutional  number  of  Grand  Lodges  in  July 
next,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  and  opening  a  General  Grand 
Lodge,  that  she  will  appoint  delegates  to  attend  said  meeting 
and  participate  in  their  doings. 

• 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  held  in  Providence,  Novem- 
ber 26,  1840,  Grand  Master  William  Field  presented 
a  draft  of  a  Constitution  for  a  General  Grand  Lodge, 
and  after  discussion  said  Constitution  was  adopted. 
The  Grand  Secretary  was  directed  to  cause  the  new 
Constitution  to  be  printed  and  a  copy  sent  to  each 
Grand  Lodge  in  the  United  States.  A  "temporary" 
provision  of  the  proposed  form  of  government  was  as 
follows : 

'•Whenever  and  so  soon  as  sixteen  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in 
the  I'nited  States  shall  have  adopted  this  Constitution,  a  Con- 
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vention  of  not  more  than  four  Delegates  from  each  Grand  Lodge, 
so  adopting  it,  shall  be  called  by  the  Senior  Grand  Lodge  of  their 
number,  to  assemble  in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  the  body  contemplated  by  it." 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  this  plan"  failed 
to  obtain  a  sufficient  endorsement.  It  may  be  said, 
however,  that  the  Constitution  thus  set  forth  was 
wisely  framed,  and  probably  as  unexceptionable  an 
instrument  as  any  that  could  be  framed  for  the 
government  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge.  It  was  the 
result  of  much  careful  thought  and  study  on  the  part 
of  its  originator —  Bro.  William  Field. 

Before  dismissing  this  subject  it  may  be  said  that 
although  a  majority  of  the  older  Grand  Lodges — those 
in  existence  prior  to  1850 — had,  at  some  time  or  other, 
endorsed  the  plan  of  a  National  organization,  no  such 
body  was  ever  constituted.  There  was  a  want  of 
prompt  and  united  action  at  the  favorable  time,  and 
therefore,  while  numerous  Conventions  were  held  and 
several  elaborate  plans  proposed,  the  projects  one  after 
another  came  to  nought. 

A  new  Constitution  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island  was  reported  in  1847,  and  adopted  the  year 
following.  The  changes  were  but  few,  although 
several  provisions  were  added.  Among  these  was 
a  declaration  setting  forth  the  inherent  right  of  a 
Grand  Lodge  to  amend  its  own  Constitution  with- 
out referring  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Sub- 
ordinate Lodges  for  confirmation.  It  restored  the 
phrase  "  within  this  jurisdiction  "  to  the  clause  fixing 
eligibility  for  the  office  of  Grand  Master,  etc.  It  re- 
stricted the  business  of  the  annual  communication, 
St.  John  the  Baptist's  Day,  to  the  election  of  officers. 
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All  the  officers  of  Grand  Lodge  were  to  be  elected — 
those  above  the  rank  of  Grand  Chaplain  by  ballot, 
and  the  others  by  nomination  and  a  hand  vote.  The 
prerogatives  of  Grand  Master  were  recognized  to  a 
considerable  extent,  although  more  explicit  rules  were 
prescribed  for  the  government  of  Grand  Lodge  and 
the  regulation  of  affairs  of  the  Craft  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion than  had  previously  prevailed.  The  minimum 
fees  for  conferring  the  degrees  were  fixed  at  twenty- 
four  dollars,  viz.:  fourteen  dollars  for  the  first  degree ; 
three  dollars  for  the  second  degree ;  and  seven  dollars 
for  the  third  degree.  Of  this  amount  four  dollars 
was  required  to  be  paid  the  Grand  Lodge. 

At  the  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge,  May  28,  1849, 
action  was  taken  in  regard  •  to  two  dormant  Lodges, 
viz.:  Evening  Star,  No.  17,  of  Smithfield,  and  La- 
fayette, No.  19,  of  Cumberland.  The  charters  of 
these  Lodges  were  declared  forfeited,  and  proceedings 
were  taken  to  place  the  jewels,  records,  and  other 
property  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  Grand  Lodge. 

The  record  of  the  communication  to  which  refer- 
ence is  here  made  contains  an  interesting  report  from 
a  committee,  consisting  of  Bro.  James  Hutchison  and 
James  Graham,  appointed  to  procure  an  engraved 
plate  from  which  to  print  the  diplomas  furnished  un- 
der Grand  Lodge  authority  to  Masons  of  Rhode 
Island. 

The  report,  which  has  present  interest  as  referring 
to  the  diploma  plate  still  in  use,  was  as  follows : 

To  the  M.  II'.  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  : 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  at  the  last  annual 
communication  to  procure  a  Diploma  plate  for  this  Grand 
Lodge,  would  respectfully  report  that  they  have  attended  to 
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that  duty,  and  they  herewith  present  the  plate  they  have  had 
executed.  In  accomplishing  this  object  Your  Committee  have 
had  to  labor  under  some  embarrassments.  In  the  first  place  it 
was  necessary  to  raise  sufficient  funds  to  warrant  them  in  hav- 
ing the  plate  executed  ;  and  in  the  second  place  to  procure 
such  a  design  as  would  give  general  satisfaction.  In  both  re- 
spects Your  Committee  flatter  themselves  that  they  have  been 
successful.  After  procuring  all  the  forms  they  were  able  to 
obtain,  they  blended  together  the  American  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  giving  the  preponderance  to  the  latter  as 
best  adapted  to  a  Grand  Lodge  Diploma.  In  order  to  obtain 
the  necessary  funds,  Your  Committee  solicited  assistance  from 
the  Subordinate  Lodges,  agreeing  to  give  them  blank  diplomas 
in  return,  at  the  prices  for  which  common  diplomas  are  usually 
sold,  to  the  amount  they  might  contribute  ;  and  in  this  manner 
nearly  a  sufficient  sum  has  been  raised  to  defray  the  expense. 
Accompanying  this  report  is  an  account  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures, by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the.  plate  was  engraven  for 
the  very  low  price  of  seventy-five  dollars,  being  just  one-quarter 

the  price  asked  by  Messrs.  for  the  same  thing  ;  and  so 

far  as  mechanical  skill  and  workmanship  are  concerned  it  is  pro- 
nounced excellent,  and  a  less  valuation  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  has  not  been  placed  upon  it  by  competent  judges. 
We  think  it  will  compare  with  anything  of  the  kind  extant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  Hutchison, 

For  the  Committtw 

Providenck,  May  28,  1849. 

Accompanying  the  report  was  an  itemized  bill  of 
expenses,  amounting  to  $128.00,  and  a  list  of  contri- 
butions from  eight  Lodges,  aggregating  nearly  that 
sum.  In  this  way  was  the  plate  obtained  which  has 
served  the  Grand  Lodee  in  the  issue  of  authorized 
diplomas  for  nearly  a  half  century.  A  copy  of  the 
diploma,  considerably  reduced  in  size,  is  shown  on  an 
accompanying  inserted  leaf. 
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Freemasonry,  as  expressed  in  Rhode  Island,  has 
been  progressive  in  character,  always  seeking  to  ex- 
tend the  lines  of  its  usefulness,  and  to  keep  in  touch 
with  the  intellectual,  social,  and  moral  advances  of 
the  community.  It  has  been  favored  with  the  leader- 
ship of  capable  men,  and  its  members  have  been 
drawn  trom  the  reputable  and  intelligent  classes  that 
constitute  good  citizenship.  In  the  years  of  reviving 
interest  and  prosperity,  following  the  dark  period  of 
Anti-Masonry,  the  feeling  became  strong  on  the  part 
of  far-seeing  brethren  that  more  attention  should  be 
devoted  to  preserving  the  records  of  the  institution 
and  disseminating  its  principles,  and  that  better  pro- 
vision should  be  made,  by  means  of  books  and  other 
publications,  to  meet  the  demands  of  thoughtful, 
studious  Craftsmen.  So  it  was  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island,  at  its  Quarterly  Communication,  held 
in  Providence,  August  27,  1849,  adopted  the  follow- 
ing resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  Masonic 
bodies  should  be  fully  informed  upon  the  history,  principles, 
progress,  and  existing  condition  of  Masonry. 

Resolird,  That  one  essential  means  of  attaining  the  foregoing 
object  would  be  the  establishment  of  a  Library  of  Masonic 
works  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Rcsokru\  That  it  is  recommended  that  the  several  Lodges 
under  this  jurisdiction  make  a  donation  from  their  fund,  or  take 
up  a  contribution  at  their  next  subsequent  meeting  after  receiv- 
ing a  copy  of  these  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  requested  to  forward  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  Subordinate  Lodge. 

This  was  the  initiatory  movement  toward  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Grand  Lodge  Library.    Further  leg- 
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islation  was  had,  and  at  the  quarterly  meeting  of 
Grand  Lodge,  Nov.  24,  1851,  the  purchase  of  a  book- 
case was  authorized  to  provide  for  the  standard  Ma- 
sonic works  already  purchased.  The  Library  thus 
established  now  contains  a  valuable  collection  of  Ma- 
sonic books  and  other  publications,  all  of  which  have 
been  catalogued  and  arranged  with  care  so  as  to  be 
conveniently  available  to  brethren  who  seek  for  light 
and  knowledge. 

During  the  period  from  1840  to  1850  the  Masonic 
Fraternity  in  Rhode  Island  gained  in  numbers  and 
resources,  yet  at  the  last  named  date  the  returns 
showed  but  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  members  in  the 
jurisdiction.  The  Grand  Lodge  held  Quarterly  Com- 
munications, besides  a  "  Festival  Communication,"  on 
the  anniversary  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  annually. 
These  Festival  Communications  were  numerously  at- 
tended, as  a  rule ;  and  the  procession,  public  services 
in  a  church,  and  the  banquet  that  closed  the  exercises 
of  the  day,  seemed  to  be  productive  of  good  fellow- 
ship among  brethren,  while  such  an  observance,  or- 
derly and  devout,  gave  the  institution  a  stronger  hold 
upon  public  sympathy  and  support. 

On  St.  John's  Day,  June  24,  1857,  a  notable  display 
of  the  Craft  was  made  in  Providence,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  St.  John's  Lodge  in 
that  city.  The  arrangements  were  made  in  a  very 
careful  and  complete  manner  by  a  committee  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  and  were  car- 
ried out  with  entire  success.  The  procession  was  the 
largest  and  most  attractive  Masonic  procession  that 
had  been  seen  in  Providence.  It  included  all  the 
Lodges  in  the  State  and  several  visiting  Masonic 
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organizations,  preceded  by  an  escort  of  Knights 
Templars,  consisting  of  St.  John's  Encampment,  No. 
1,  in  Providence,  Washington  Encampment,  New- 
port, and  Holy  Sepulchre  Encampment,  Pawtucket. 
A  considerable  number  of  Lodges,  Chapters,  and 
Templar  organizations,  outside  of  the  jurisdiction, 
were  represented  in  the  piocession  ;  De  Molay  En- 
campment, of  Boston,  furnished  a  special  escort  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  which  had  among 
its  honored  guests  representatives  of  several  sister 
Grand  Lodges.  The  imposing  procession,  after  mov- 
ing through  several  of  the  principal  streets,  entered 
the  First  Baptist  Meeting  House,  where  very  impres- 
sive services  were  held.  The  devotional  exercises 
were  conducted  by  Rev.  Geo.  W.  Chevers,  Grand 
Chaplain ;  a  poem  was  read  by  Bro.  Charles  C.  Van 
Zandt,  of  Newport ;  and  an  address,  alike  timely  and 
suggestive,  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Ran- 
dall, D.  D.,  of  Boston,  who  was  prominently  identified 
with  Masonic  interests  both  in  Rhode  Island  and 
Massachusetts  for  a  long  term  of  years. 

The  discourse  of  the  eloquent  divine  covered  an 
historical  review  of  Freemasonry  in  Rhode  Island, 
especially  as  connected  with  St.  John's  Lodge,  of 
Providence ;  and  with  felicitous  words  he  described 
the  rise  and  progress  of  the  institution,  and  sketched 
the  trials  and  triumphs  that  had  attended  its  career. 
In  closing  his  address,  he  made  a  fervent  plea  for  the 
continuance  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity.    He  said: 

In  such  an  age,  is  there  not  work  for  an  institution,  whose 
constitution  and  government  combine,  as  no  other  human  so- 
ciety does,  the  largest  liberty,  with  the  exercise  of  the  most 
absolute  power;  a  fraternity  that  inculcates  the  broadest  equal- 
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ity,  while  it  demands  the  strictest  subordination,  and  the  read- 
iest recognition  of  rank?  In  no  society  is  there  such  rigid 
equality  at  the  threshold,  and  such  absolute  authority  in  the 
chair.  I  believe  that  this  institution,  which  has  survived  so 
many  dynasties,  which  has  seen  the  beginning  and  the  ending 
of  so  many  governments,  the  rise  and  fall  of  so  many  empires, 
never  had  a  nobler  mission  than  now. 

There  is  in  this  single  society,  this  day,  a  stronger  bond  of 
national  union,  than  is  found  or  can  be  found  in  any  other  asso- 
ciation. A  bond,  all  the  stronger,  because  it  is  not  political  and 
never  can  be  ;  all  the  stronger,  because  it  does  not  teach  nor 
touch  the  matter  of  union  or  disunion,  but  because  it  does  teach 
that  olir  country,  our  whole  country,  has  a  claim  upon  our  alle- 
giance ;  that  all  of  us,  North  and  South,  East  and  West,  are  a 
band  of  brothers,  placed  here  to  help  each  other,  ready,  if  need 
be,  to  protect  each  other,  determined  to  stand  by  each  other 
and  to  stand  by  the  country  that  stands  by  us. 

The  orator  continued  with  a  glowing  eulogy  of  the 
National  Union,  which  is  the  fruit  of  that  National 
Independence  wrought  by  noble  and  heroic  souls, 
among  whom  were  many  representative  Masons — 
Joseph  Warren,  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Hancock, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  and  above  them  all,  George  Wash- 
ington, the  ardent  patriot  and  the  devoted  member  of 
our  Fraternity  Then  came  the  following  reference 
to  one  of  Rhode  Islands  most  honored  sons : 

Need  I  ask,  standing  as  I  do  in  the  metropolis  of  this,  my 
native  State,  who  was  he  that  fullest  shared  the  confidence  of 
the  Father  of  his  country  ?  Who  was  the  bosom  companion  of 
Washington,  and  whom  did  that  great  captain  designate  as  the 
man,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  army  should  be  given  in 
case  any  fatality  should  befall  himself?  I  hear  your  spontane- 
ous answer  :  Nathaniel  Greene  !  Who  was  Nathaniel  Greene? 
Go  to  the  fields  of  Trenton,  Princeton,  Monmouth,  German- 
town,  the  island  of  Rhode  Island  ;  go  to  Eutaw  Springs,  where 
he  returned  this  memorable  answer  to  those  who  advised  him, 
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as  he  was  compelled  to  retreat  with  a  small  and  feeble  army,  to 
retire  to  Virginia  : — "  I  will  recover  South  Carolina  or  die  in  the 
attempt  !  *'  There  you  wifl  learn  who  he  was  and  what  he  was. 
But  some  will  add — he  was  a  Rhode  Island  Blacksmith.  I  will 
add — he  was  a  Rhode  Island  Mason.  Congress  voted  him  a 
British  Standard,  and  a  gold  medal.  He  carried  Masonry  in  his 
heart,  and  he  wore  it  on  his  heart.  Here  is  the  medal,  of  more 
worth  than  gold,  which  that  brave  soldier  wore  during  the  long 
years  of  that  weary  war  * 

Following  the  very  successful  centennial  celebra- 
tion came  increased  prosperity  for  the  Masonic  insti- 
tution in  all  parts  of  the  State.  More  confidence  was 
felt  and  expressed  in  the  perpetuity  of  its  organic  life, 
as  well  as  its  principles.  From  that  anniversary  ob- 
servance may  be  traced  a  new  impulse  of  faith  and 
inspiration,  the  results  of  which  soon  became  mani- 
fest in  the  formation  of  new  Lodges,  a  considerable 
gain  in  membership,  and  a  healthy  growth  in  all  the 
departments  of  Masonic  expression. 


*  The  speaker  held  up  to  the  view  of  the  audience  a  Masonic  Medal,  which 
General  Greene  wore,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  which  was  than  in  the 
possession  of  General  William  Greene,  one  of  his  descendant?,  who  acted  a*  Chief 
Mar»ha!  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration. 
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A  NOTABLE  DECADE  OF  YEARS :  1860-1870. 

THE  ten  years  from  1860  to  1870  were  fruitful  in 
activities  and  movements  which  signified  an  in- 
creased interest  in  Freemasonry  on  the  part  of  Rhode 
Island  Craftsmen.  At  the  beginning  of  this  notable 
period,  1860,  there  were  sixteen  working  Lodges  in  the 
jurisdiction,  viz :  Saint  John's,  No.  1,  Newport ;  Saint 
John's,  No.  2,  Providence;  Washington,  No.  3,  War- 
ren; Mount  Vernon,  No.  4,  Providence;  St.  Albans, 
No.  6,  Bristol ;  Friendship,  No.  7,  Glocester ;  Mount 
Moriah,  No.  8,  Smithfield ;  Harmony,  No.  9,  Paw- 
tuxet;  Union,  No.  10,  Pawtucket;  King  Solomon's, 
No.  11,  East  Greenwich;  Manchester,  No.  12,  Coven- 
try; Morning  Star,  No.  13,  Woonsocket ;  Hamilton, 
No.  15,  Clayville;  Warwick,  No.  16,  Phenix;  Frank- 
lin, No.  20,  Westerly;  What  Cheer,  No.  21,  Provi- 
dence. Franklin  Lodge,  of  Westerly,  established 
November  24,  1856,  was  the  first  Masonic  Lodge 
formed  after  the  abating  of  the  Anti-Masonic  crusade. 
What  Cheer  Lodge,  of  Providence,  established  No- 
vember 30,  1857,  came  next  in  order  of  time.  Both 
organizations  came  into  being  under  favorable  aus- 
pices, and  the  early  promise  of  each  has  been  abun- 
dantly realized. 
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According  to  the  figures  presented  by  the  Grand 
Secretary,  Bro.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  at  the  annual  ses- 
sion of  Grand  Lodge,  held  in  Providence,  May  28, 
1800,  the  sixteen  Lodges  of  the  jurisdiction  had  an 
aggregate  membership  of  1483 — an  average  of  about 
92  members  to  a  Lodge.  Only  four  Lodges  had 
more  than  a  hundred  members  each, — these  were  St. 
John's,  of  Newport,  131;  St.  Johns,  of  Providence, 
197;  Mount  Vernon,  of  Providence,  188;  Union,  of 
Pawtucket,  184.  In  18G0  few  Lodges  were  occupy- 
ing halls  of  their  own  ;  few  had  invested  funds ;  and 
while  candidates  were  again  knocking:  at  Masonic 
doors  they  were  not  yet  appearing  in  such  numbers 
as  was  soon  to  be  the  case.  At  the  date  named,  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  was  without  means,  being 
actually  in  debt  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  a  small 
amount.  A  strong  confidence,  however,  possessed 
the  minds  of  brethren,  who  applied  themselves  ener- 
getically and  intelligently  to  restoring  the  former 
glory  of  their  institution.  The  brethren  had  worthy 
leaders  then, — as  before  and  since — devoted  Crafts- 
men who  gave  generously  of  their  thought  and  time, 
as  well  as  their  means,  to  advance  Masonic  interests. 
In  the  year  1860,  Bro.  William  Gray,  of  Newport, 
was  Grand  Master;  Bro.  Ariel  Ballou,  Deputy  Grand 
Master ;  Bros.  Philip  B.  Bourn  and  Wm.  B.  Bland- 
ing,  Grand  Wardens;  Bro.  Thos.  A.  Doyle,  Grand 
Secretary;  and  with  them  were  associated  others  of 
like  ability  and  Masonic  zeal.  It  is  suggestive  to 
notice  some  of  the  names  that  were  reported  by  the 
Grand  Secretary,  in  his  list  of  Masters  and  Wardens 
furnished  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  session  in  1800. 
Among  the  names  thus  appearing  were  the  following: 
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Ara  Hildreth;  James  H.  Armington ;  Henry  Butler; 
Ira  W.  Arnold;  Daniel  Babcock ;  Stanton  Hazard; 
Lyman  Klapp;  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  whose  influence 
became  especially  apparent  in  Grand  Lodge,  as  well 
as  in  their  respective  Lodges  during  the  decade  of 
years  now  under  review. 

The  anniversary  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  was  ob- 
served by  Grand  Lodge  and  the  brethren  responding 
to  its  call,  at  Newport,  June  25,  I860.  An  oration 
was  delivered  by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  Augustus 
Woodbury,  of  Providence,  on  "  The  Form  and  Sub- 
stance of  Masonic  Institutions  and  Life."  The  ora- 
tion, printed  with  the  Grand  Lodge  Proceedings  of 
1860,  admirably  set  forth  the  largeness  of  Masonic 
principles  and  teachings,  and  was,  without  doubt,  a 
helpful  stimulus  to  the  more  favorable  judgment 
which  had  already  taken  form  in  the  community 
respecting  Freemasonry. 

At  a  session  of  Grand  Lodge  held  August  27, 
1860,  a  petition  was  received  from  Rev.  Bro.  George 
W.  Chevers  and  other  brethren  of  the  town  of  Ports- 
mouth, asking  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  Lodge 
in  that  place,  said  Lodge  to  be  called  Eureka;  and 
favorable  action  was  taken  thereon.  Eureka  Lodge, 
however,  by  reason  of  unavoidable  delays,  was  not 
formally  established  until  the  following  year — 1861. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  while  it  gave 
a  rude  shock  to  members  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
as  to  all  patriotic  citizens,  served  to  bring  Craftsmen, 
into  closer  alliance,  and  to  make  evident  the  practical 
worth  of  the  institution  and  the  benign  character  of 
its  teachings.  The  growth  of  the  organization  was 
not  retarded  by  the  terrible  conflict  at  arms  between 
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the  North  and  the  South.  The  old  maxim,  Inter 
arma  silent  leges,  was  not  applied  to  Freemasonry, — 
at  least  not  to  any  such  extent  as  to  nullify  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  institution  and  restrict  its 
ministries  of  mercy  and  usefulness.  It  showed  itself 
a  humane  force  in  camp  and  field,  and  rendered  no 
small  service  in  mitigating  the  effects  of  a  bitter,  and 
long  protracted  war. 

The  Masons  of  Rhode  Island  evinced  a  creditable 
patriotism  in  answering  the  call  of  their  country  in 
its  hour  of  peril.  The  Craftsmen  who  thus  went 
forth  at  the  outset  were  especially  honored  by  being 
authorized  to  form  and  open  a  travelling  Lodge, 
under  the  name  of  the  "American  Union  Lodge," 
said  organization  being  attached  to  the  Rhode  Island 
Regiment  of  Volunteer  Militia.  Bro.  John  P.  Walker 
was  appointed  Master,  and  Bro.  Nicholas  Van  Slyck, 
Senior  Warden,  and  Bro.  Charles  R.  Dennis,  Junior 
Warden,  of  this  travelling  Lodge.  Although  the 
Dispensation  for  "American  Union  Lodge"  was  not 
made  use  of  by  the  Craftsmen  named  in  the  warrant, 
there  being,  according  to  the  report  of  Bro.  John 
P.  Walker,  who  returned  the  Dispensation  to  Grand 
Lodge  in  August,  1801,  "no  place  or  room  of  suffi- 
ciently easy  access  and  seclusion  where  the  brethren 
could  assemble  in  a  body  for  Masonic  intercourse," 
yet  the  privilege  extended  to  them  showed  the  interest 
and  sympathy  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  of  the  Fra- 
ternity of  the  State  as  therein  represented. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  stated  that  the  Ma- 
sonic Fraternity  of  Rhode  Island  was  well  repre- 
sented in  both  the  Army  and  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  during  the  whole  period  of  the  war.  Patriotic: 
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brethren  offered  themselves  to  their  country's  service. 
Some  of  them  yielded  up  their  lives  a  willing  sacrifice 
upon  the.  altar  of  Liberty;  others  returned  to  meet 
their  brethren  again  in  Masonic  Lodges  and  renew 
their  work  in  the  interests  of  the  Fraternity.  From 
these — the  noble  dead,  and  the  faithful  who  survived 
the  long,  hard  conflict — there  came  an  added  prompt- 
ing of  devotion  for  Freemasonry,  carrying  with  it  a 
readier  purpose  to  perform  the  duties  of  Masonic  life. 
So  we  can  trace  the  tide  of  a  prosperous  movement 
for  our  organization  in  the  years  that  first  succeeded 
the  restoration  of  peace  to  our  land,  while  we  note 
the  influence  of  Freemasonry  to  compose  party  and 
sectional  differences,  as  it  announces  the  blessed  law 
of  brotherhood  which  calls  upon  men  to  endure  much 
in  the  sacred  name  of  charity. 

The  changed  feeling  of  the  people  of  the  State 
toward  the  Masonic  institution,  was  shown  by  the 
General  Assembly,  in  18G1,  in  voting  to  restore  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  the  original  charter  granted  in 
1812,  and  voluntarily  surrendered  in  1834.  In  pre- 
senting the  charter  which,  by  action  of  the  General 
Assembly,  was  thus  made  valid,  the  committee  in 
charge  of  the  matter — Past  Grand  Master  Oliver 
Johnson,  Chairman — congratulated  the  Grand  Lodge 
upon  the  restoration  of  the  old  charter,  44  which,  un- 
like those  now,  and  for  a  long  time  heretofore,  granted, 
is  not  subject  to  any  future  acts  of  the  General  As- 
sembly in  amendment  or  repeal ;  and  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  taken  from  us  without  our  consent." 

In  February,  1861,  the  Grand  Lodge  voted  to 
change  the  number  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  in  Provi- 
dence, from  two  to  one;  but  declared,  by  resolution 
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passed  in  November  of  the  same  year,  that  such  action 
should  not  be  understood  to  abridge  the  rights  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  of  Newport,  to  hold  the  rank  of  the 
first  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction.  There  are  two  Saint 
John's  Lodges  in  Rhode  Island,  and  each  is  Number 
One  on  the  roll  of  Grand  Lodge,  although,  as  of  right 
by  date  of  its  charter,  St.  John's  Lodge  in  Newport 
holds  rank  as  the  oldest  Lodge  in  the  State. 

In  the  same  year,  memorable  in  many  respects,  im- 
portant action  was  taken  by  Grand  Lodge  respecting 
the  ritual  and  work.  Past  Grand  Master  William 
Field,  for  a  Committee  on  the  Work,  presented  a  plan, 
as  follows : 

Resolve  J,  That  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Instruction  be,  and  the 
same  is,  hereby  established,  which  shall  obtain,  preserve,  and 
promulgate  the  work  and  lectures  of  Masonry  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion, subject  only  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge. 

Resolved,  That  the  M.W.Grand  Master  and  Fast  Grand  Mas- 
ters shall  be  the  permanent  members,  and  the  R.  W.  Deputy 
Grand  Master  and  Grand  Wardens  and  the  W.  Masters  of  the 
several  Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction,  shall  be  ex-officio  mem- 
bers thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Instruction  may  make 
such  By-Laws,  Rules,  and  Regulations,  for  its  government,  as 
may  be  necessary,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge.  It  shall  meet  to  exemplify  the  work  and  lectures  at 
least  four  times  in  each  year,  at  which  meeting  any  member  of 
a  subordinate  Lodge  of  this  jurisdiction  may  be  present. 

Resolved,  That  the  work  and  lectures  of  the  three  degrees  in 
Masonry,  when  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Instruction, 
and  approved  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  shall  be  the  only 
work  and  lectures  used  in  this  jurisdiction.  Any  Lodge  neg- 
lecting or  refusing  to  obtain  and  conform  to  such  work  and 
lectures,  may  be  suspended  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  until 
the  next  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  or  until  it 
shall  comply  with  this  edict. 
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There  was  considerable  opposition  to  this  plan, 
but  its  adoption  was  carried,  and  Ariel  Ballou  was 
designated  as  the  first  Master  of  the  Lodge  of  In- 
struction,  Wm.  Field,  first  Senior  Warden,  and  James 
Hutchison,  first  Junior  Warden.  A  charter  was 
issued  to  the  newly  formed  body  and  accepted  by  it 
at  a  meeting  held  January  27,  1862.  Several  meet- 
ings were  held  in  the  study  of  the  ritual  and  for  the 
perfecting  of  the  ceremonies ;  and  from  time  to  time 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Instruction  made  reports  to  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  which  signified  its  approval. 
Finally,  at  the  January  Communication,  1863,  the 
work  of  the  three  degrees  was  exemplified  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Instruction,  and  approved.  The 
Grand  Secretary  was  directed  to  notify  the  Subordi- 
nate Lodges  of  such  approval,  in  order  that  they 
might  conform  to  the  standard  thus  made  obligatory 
throughout  the  jurisdiction. 

The  lodges,  with  a  single  exception,  accepted  the 
revised  work  and  modified  their  practice  in  accordance 
therewith.  The  Master  of  Mt.  Moriah  Lodge,  Smith- 
field,  was  not  disposed,  however,  to  depart  from  what 
he  considered  to  be  the  true  standard,  and  his 
brethren  in  the  lodge  stood  by  him  in  opposing  the 
authority  of  Grand  Lodge.  Grand  Master  Ariel 
Ballou,  at  the  Festival  Communication  of  Grand 
Lodge,  held  June  24,  1863,  announced  that  he  had 
arrested  the  charter  of  the  lodge,  and  suspended  the 
Master,  with  other  officers  and  members,  until  the  next 
Semi-Annual  Communication.  He  had  not  done  this 
until  he  had  visited  the  lodge  and  made  an  earnest 
effort  to  secure  obedience  to  constitutional  authority. 
Being  treated  contemptuously  in  his  efforts  to  induce 
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the  lodge  to  respect  the  law,  he  issued  the  order  of 
suspension  and  reported  the  facts  to  Grand  Lodge- 
The  matter  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  consisting 
of  Past  Grand  Masters  James  Hutchison,  Jarvis  L 
Smith  and  Oliver  Johnson,  who,  after  giving  a  careful 
hearing  to  the  parties,  reported  to  Grand  Lodge,  at 
the  Semi-Annual  Communication,  held  November  30, 
1803,  that  they  were  unable  to  bring  about  any  change 
in  the  position  of  the  Master  and  members  of  the 
recusant  lodge,  and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  a 
further  consideration  of  the  subject.  The  Grand 
Lodge  voted  to  discharge  the  committee,  and  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  trial  of  the  brethren  against  whom 
charges  were  preferred  in  regular  form.  After  the 
hearing  of  required  testimony  the  charges,  four  in  num- 
ber, were  sustained  by  an  unanimous  vote.  The  char- 
ter of  the  lodge  was  revoked  and  declared  forfeited,  the 
Master  was  expelled,  and  twenty  of  the  members  sus- 
pended. For  a  time  it  seemed  that  considerable  trouble 
would  grow  out  of  this  difficulty,  for  the  lodge  con- 
tinued to  hold  meetings  and  its  members  sought  to 
retain  their  Masonic  standing  outside  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion. As  soon  as  the  facts  were  made  known  the 
doors  of  every  regular  lodge  were  closed  against  the 
disobedient  Craftsmen ;  and  when  a  little  later  on, 
the  Grand  Lodge  expelled  six  of  the  suspended 
brethren  for  attending  a  clandestine  lodge,  the  major- 
ity of  those  in  error  saw  the  hopelessness  of  their 
position,  made  the  required  acknowledgment  and 
sought  re-instatement.  Ten  of  the  suspended  members 
were  received  back  in  1805,  with  several  of  those 
expelled.  Upon  petition  the  charter  was  restored  and 
the  lodge  revived.    Grand  Master  Thomas  A.  Doyle 
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conducted  the  proceedings  of  formal  restoration  and 
presided  at  the  election  and  installation  of  the  officers. 
This  event  took  place  February  7,  18G6. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  of  passing  interest  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  In- 
struction did  not  have  a  long  continuing  existence. 
It  was  a  sort  of  wheel  within  a  wheel,  and,  though  it 
may  have  served  a  useful  purpose  for- a  time,  there 
was  always  much  doubt  as  to  its  utility.  In  1867  it 
was  reduced  so  as  to  consist  of  only  seven  members, 
but  this  change  did  not  renew  the  vitality  of  the 
organization  which  soon  became  numbered  "among 
the  things  that  were." 

In  1865  a  new  Constitution  was  adopted.  It  con- 
tained few  radical  changes  in  the  governing  law,  but 
furnished  in  its  miscellaneous  provisions,  rules  of  order, 
etc.,  considerable  new  matter,  both  of  direction  and 
restraint.  It  maintained  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand 
Master,  according  to  what  has  been  the  prevailing 
judgment  among  Rhode  Island  Masons  from  the  form- 
ation of  Grand  Lodges  until  now. 

During  the  ten  years  that  make  up  the  record  of 
this  chapter  nine  Lodges  were  organized,  including 
two  old  lodges  revived.  The  revived  lodges  were 
Temple  Lodge,  No.  18,  Greenville,  re-established 
September  16,  1865,  and  Washington  Lodge,  No.  5, 
Wickford,  re-established  November  1, 1866.  The  new 
lodges  were  Eureka,  No.  22,  Portsmouth,  established 
February  25,  1861 ;  Charity,  No.  23,  Hopkinton, 
November  27,  1865;  Jenks,  No.  24,  Central  Falls, 
May  1,  1866;  Hope,  No.  25,  Peacedale,  February  21, 
1867;  Granite,  No.  26,  Harrisville,  August  22,  1867; 
Ionic,  No.  28,  Greene,  June  15, 1870. 
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These  twenty-five  working  lodges  had  a  total  mem- 
bership, in  1870,  of  3,215,  considerably  more  than  twice 
the  number  included  in  the  membership  of  the  sixteen 
lodges  as  reported  in  1860.  The  increase  in  number 
had  been  gratifying  in  all  parts  of  the  jurisdiction. 
Providence,  however,  showed  the  greatest  gains,  St. 
John's  Lodge  in  that  city  making  return  of  396  mem- 
bers, Mt.  Vernon  365  members,  and  What  Cheer  296 
members,  at  the  Annual  Communication  of  Grand 
Lodge  in  May,  1870.  Not  only  did  the  ten  years 
covered  by  this  review  witness  a  large  numerical  in- 
crease, but  with  the  gain  in  numbers  came  a  corres- 
ponding improvement  of  condition,  better  facilities 
for  work,  argumented  resources,  and  an  added  measure 
of  public  favor  and  influence.  In  1870  many  of  the 
lodges  were  occupying  pleasant  and  commodious 
halls,  had  put  aside  considerable  sums  as  investments 
to  be  available  for  charitable  and  other  purposes,  and 
were  conducting  their  affairs  in  a  systematic  and  busi- 
ness-like manner  greatly  to  their  credit. 

The  Grand  Lodge,  during  these  vears,  had  gathered 
a  considerable  amount  of  funds,  and  had  inaugurated 
and  put  into  execution  several  measures  of  wise  finan- 
cial and  administrative  control.  The  dividing  of  the 
jurisdiction  into  districts  for  the  purpose  of  official 
visitation  and  special  supervision  was  one  of  such 
measures  that  met  with  favor  and  produced  excellent 
results.  Lodges  and  brethren  were  thus  brought  in- 
to closer  relation  with  each  other  and  with  the  Grand 
Lodge,  while  a  more  uniform  practice  was  secured  in 
the  conferring  of  degrees  and  the  transaction  of 
business.  The  Grand  Lodge  was  fortunate,  at  this 
period,  in  having  so  large  a  number  of  intelligent  and 
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zealous  brethren  connected  with  its  affairs.  Among 
them  was  that  potent  personality,  Thomas  A.  Doyle, 
who,  first  as  Grand  Secretary,  and  then  as  Grand 
Master,  contributed  most  efficiently  to  the  enlarge- 
ment and  usefulness  of  the  Masonic  Institution  in 
Rhode  Island.  It  was  the  good  fortune  of  the  writer 
of  this  history,  becoming  a  resident  of  Providence  in 
1866,  to  be  associated  with  Grand  Master  Doyle  in 
various  Masonic  relations  and  services,  and  out  of 
such  experience  comes  the  knowledge  of  that  honored 
Craftsman's  enthusiasm  in  behalf  of  the  interests  of 
Freemasonry,  which  he  represented  with  so  much  of 
grace  and  ability. 

Among  the  notable  occasions,  under  Grand  Lodge 
supervision,  which  marked  the  years  noted  in  this 
survey,  were  the  following :  June  22, 1862,  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  convened  to  attend  the  funeral  services  of 
the  late  \V.  Bro.  Sullivan  Ballou,  of  Morning  Star 
Lodge,  No.  13,  Past  Grand  Deacon  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  R.  I.,  and  Bro.  John  S.  Slocum,  ot 
Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  14,  both  of  whom  died 
from  wounds  received  in  battle.  The  procession  was 
composed  of  Calvary  Commander}*  of  Knights  Temp- 
lars, Providence,  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  13,  of 
Woonsocket,  Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  4,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  all  under  the 
direction  of  Grand  Master  Ariel  Ballou.  The  pro- 
cession moved  to  Swan  Point  Cemetery,  where  the 
bodies  of  the  two  worthy  brethren  who  gave  their 
lives  to  their  country  were  committed  to  the  earth  with 
impressive  Masonic  ceremonies.  On  Friday,  June  24, 
1864,  Grand  Master  Ariel  Ballou,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  many  brethren  and  citizens,  laid 
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the  corner  stone  of  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Providence.  The  two  Commanderies  of 
Knights  Templars  in  Providence  furnished  an  escort 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  on  that  occasion.  The  Eulogy 
on  Masonry  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Augustus  Wood- 
bury, Grand  Chaplain.  On  March  13,  1865,  the 
Grand  Lodge  assembled  in  Masons  Hall,  Pawtucket, 
to  pay  funeral  honors  to  R.  W.  Bro.  George  Arnold 
French,  Senior  Grand  Warden,  who  died  two  days 
previously  of  a  contagious  disease.  The  body  of  the 
departed  brother  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors,  but 
as  the  notice  was  brief  and  the  circumstances  peculiar, 
arrangements  were  made  for  holding  a  Grand  Lodge 
of  Sorrow  in  commemoration  of  the  deceased.  Such 
a  commemorative  service  was  held  April  13,  1865,  in 
the  Chestnut  street  Methodist  Church,  Providence, 
where  an  impressive  ritual,  prepared  for  the  occasion 
by  Bro.  Lyman  Klapp,  was  rendered  in  the  presence  of 
a  numerous  audience  of  brethren  and  friends.  Grand 
Master  Ariel  Ballou  presided,  and  Rev.  Augustus 
Woodbury  pronounced  an  eloquent  and  just  eulogy 
on  the  character  and  worth  of  the  departed  Crafts- 
man. The  constituting  of  several  new  lodges  made 
occasions  for  convening  Grand  Lodge  and  calling 
out  the  Craft  at  different  times,  and  the  exercises  on 
such  occasions  were  always  of  an  instructive  and  edi- 
fying character. 

The  dedication  of  a  new  Masonic  Hall  in  Westerly, 
on  Monday,  October  11,  1869,  was  one  of  the  largest 
demonstrations  ever  made  by  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
in  Rhode  Island.  Six  Lodges  were  in  the  procession, 
three  Commanderies,  besides  the  Grand  Lodge,  all 
under  the  direction  of  Grand  Master  Thomas  A. 
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Doyle.  The  dedicatory  address  by  the  Grand  Chap- 
lain, Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg,  set  forth  some  of  the 
distinguishing  characteristics  of  a  true  Mason,  the 
following  points  being  named:  1.  Fellowship.  2. 
Spiritual  Discernment.  3.  The  Following  of  Noble 
Ideals.  4.  Fidelity  to  Pledges  Taken.  Under  the 
last  named  head,  the  speaker  discoursed  as  follows : 

Masonic  vows  mean  something  ;  a  connection  with  its  organ- 
zations  involves  many  and  great  personal  responsibilities.  The 
true  man,  and  the  true  Mason,  having  voluntarily  assumed  these 
obligations  will  stand  by  them.  Seeing  what  needs  to  be  done 
to  make  Masonic  professions  something  else  than  a  farce,  to 
keep  the  institution  in  that  honorable  position  it  has  already 
attained,  and  to  impart  unto  it  new  strength  and  glory,  he  will 
have  both  a  hand  and  a  heart  to  engage  in  the  work. 

Brothers:  We  are  not  to  blunder  into  the  realization  of  those 
delightful  ideas  which  we  sometimes  dwell  upon  in  our  hours  of 
high  enthusiasm.  We  are  not  to  come  by  any  chance  to  the 
grand  results  we  desire.  The  vantage  ground  which  we  see 
yonder  upon  the  heights,  waits  to  come  into  our  possession  only 
as  an  inheritance  given  to  the  faithful.  What  our  fraternity 
needs  to-day,  is  brave,  true  men— not  those  who,  admitted  to 
the  secrets  and  privileges  of  our  society,  shall  pass  through  the 
degrees,  and  never  find  the  key  to  their  deep  significance  ;  but 
^nen  alive  to  the  meaning  of  what  is  presented,  and  willing  to 
apply  this  meaning  to  the  heart  and  the  life.  Men  who  will 
stand  by  the  institution  through  good  and  through  evil  report, 
not  in  word  only,  but  by  their  lives  and  conversation,— who  will 
show  to  the  world  that  with  them  Freemasonry  is  to  practice  no 
guile,  to  speak  no  evil,  to  do  no  wrong  to  any  one  in  the  world, 
to  enwrap  a  brother  in  sympathies,  that  shall  be  to  him  as  a 
thick  cloud,  to  shelter  him  from  the  blight  of  calumny,  to 
ward  oft  the  attacks  of  the  open  enemy  and  the  insidious  foe, 
and  help  him  in  all  things  of  moral  good. 

We  want  Masons  who  will  thus  illustrate  the  principles  of  the 
Fraternity,  and  who  will  stand  by  their  vows  even  as  did  our 
Grand  Master  Hiram  in  that  Sacred  Lodge  of  Old,  or  as  did 
Zerrubabel  when  he  was  brought  in  chains  before  the  presence 
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of  Darius,  the  Persian  King.  Give  us  men  of  this  stamp,  and 
we  need  have  no  fears  for  the  future  of  the  institution.  Give 
us  a  membership  who  for  truth's  sake  and  for  humanity's  sake 
will  not  shrink  from  any  service,  be  it  the  humblest  or  the 
hardest,  when  such  service  is  called  for  by  the  pledges  they 
have  taken,  and  we  may  well  cherish  faith  in  our  ability  to 
undertake  a  large  service  for  the  good  of  our  fellow  men,  and 
for  the  promotion  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  the  earth,  having 
confidence  that,  with  the  Divine  favor  attending,  we  shall  attain 
some  good  measure  of  success  in  the  things  of  liberty,  truth  and 
humanity  which  most  attract  our  vision  and  inspire  our  hearts. 

Another  noteworthy  occasion,  when  the  Craft  of  the 
entire  jurisdiction  appeared  in  public,  was  the  laying 
the  corner  stone  of  the  monument  in  Providence, 
erected  by  the  State  in  memory  of  the  soldiers  and 
sailors  of  Rhode  Island  who  fell  in  the  civil  war.  In 
response  to  an  invitation  of  the  General  Assembly  to 
place  the  stone,  Grand  Master  Thomas  A.  Doyle 
convened  the  Grand  Lodge  on  June  24,  1870,  and  the 
Subordinate  Lodges  of  the  jurisdiction.  The  response 
was  hearty  and  general ;  upwards  of  twenty-one  hun- 
dred of  Rhode  Island  Craftsmen  were  in  the  procession 
of  that  day.  The  exercises  were  witnessed  by  an 
immense  concourse  of  citizens.  The  Grand  Chaplain? 
Rev.  Henry  \V.  Rugg,  delivered  an  address  on  Free- 
masonry, and  Hon.  Charles  C.  Van  Zandt,  of  Newport, 
gave  an  oration  suited  to  the  patriotic  character  of 
the  occasion. 

The  ceremony  of  placing  this  corner  stone  will 
have  an  abiding  remembrance  because  of  an  incident 
connected  with  the  service.  On  the  evening  pre- 
ceding the  appointed  ceremony,  tidings  came  to  the 
Craft  that  the  corner  stone  would  not  be  available 
on  the  day  designated.    The  heavy  piece  of  granite 
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was  still  resting  near  the  place  where  it  had  been 
quarried;  and,  on  account  of  some  misunderstanding 
or  disagreement  on  the  part  of  the  contractor  and 
others  in  authority,  it  was  found  not  to  be  forth- 
coming for  the  ceremony.  Then  it  was  that  some  of 
the  brethen  turned  their  attention  to  u  operative " 
masonry,  repaired  to  Westerly,  loaded  the  massive 
corner-stone  upon  a  platform  car,  brought  it  to  Provi- 
dence on  a  special  train — thus  enabling  the  service  to 
go  forward  and  the  foundation  stone  to  be  duly  placed. 
Just  how  the  work  was  accomplished  did  not  appear; 
it  has  remained  something  of  a  secret  to  the  present 
day. 

In  tracing  the  record  of  years  so  fruitful  in  Masonic 
experience,  the  writer  of  this  history  is  brought  to  a 
higher  appreciation  of  the  power  and  blessings  of  the 
Masonic  Institution.  Evidently  there  is  a  justification 
for  its  long  life  and  abundant  enlargement.  It  has 
power  over  human  minds  and  hearts  to  influence  them 
for  good.  It  inculcates  the  principles  of  truth  and 
brotherhood,  and  calls  its  followers  to  rise  above  a 
narrow  self-hood  into  the  pure  atmosphere  of  related 
being  and  helpful  service.  Thus  it  has  gone  forward 
in  an  ever  broadening  way,  and  thus  it  still  moves  on 
in  the  fulfillment  of  its  glorious  mission. 
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AX  ERA  OF  CONTINUED  PROSPERITY. 

DURING  the  last  twenty  years  the  Masonic 
organization  throughout  the  world  has  gained 
in  power  and  influence,  becoming  better  understood 
in  its  distinctive  character,  and  better  appreciated 
as  a  contributing  force  of  social  and  moral  benefit. 
In  this  country,  not  only  has  there  been  a  general 
and  gratifying  increase  in  numbers  and  resources,  but 
there  has  been,  likewise,  an  intelligent  use  of  means 
and  opportunities  in  giving  a  just  prominence  to  the 
institution.  Freemasonry  has  anchored  itself,  so  to 
speak,  to  immense  funds,  and  to  enterprises  and 
works  that  attest  its  worth.  The  organization  has 
established  itself  in  costly  temples  and  commodious 
halls,  many  of  them  connected  with  well  furnished 
libraries  and  reading  rooms ;  has  given  support  to  a 
periodical  literature  and  numerous  publications  which 
reflect  the  philosophy  and  moral  teachings  of  Free- 
masonry, not  less  than  its  technical  features;  has 
founded  schools,  asylums,  homes,  thus  simiifvin^  the 
benign  principles  which  are  fundamental  to  the  insti- 
tution ;  and  in  all  such  expression,  as  well  as  in  the 
more  quiet  ways  of  fraternal  regard  and  service,  the 
Masonic  organization  has  shown  that  it  is  a  living, 
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growing  institution,  which  of  right  may  claim  to  hold  a 
place  among  the  agencies  of  honor  and  usefulness 
that  most  bless  the  human  world. 

In  Rhode  Island  the  Fraternity  has  moved  forward 
along  an  ever  advancing  wav  of  influence  and  useful- 
ness.  Numerically  the  gains  from  1870  to  1880,  and 
from  1880  to  1800,  were  not  equal  to  those  from  1860 
to  1870;  but  the  increase  in  membership  for  the  latest 
period  was  considerable,  and  included  material  of  an 
excellent  character. 

At  the  observance  of  the  Centennial  Anniversary 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  1801,  there  were  thirty-six  work- 
ing lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  having  a  total  member- 
ship  of  4,177.  The  whole  number  of  Masons  in  the 
State,  as  reported  in  the  Grand  Secretary's  statement 
of  that  year,  was  4,2  7o.  What  Cheer  Lodge,  of 
Providence,  returned  the  largest  number  of  members, 
397;  St.  John's,  of  Newport,  had  205  members;  St. 
John's,  of  Providence,  201  ;  Mr.  Vernon,  Providence, 
270;  Union,  Pawtucket,  2ol  ;  Morning  Star,  Woon- 
socket,  238;  Franklin,  Westerly,  ISO;  and  the 
respective  membership  of  nine  other  lodges  was  in 
excess  of  100.  It  should  be  stated  in  this  connection 
that  several  lodges,  with  a  comparatively  small  mem- 
bership, have  had  a  large  measure  of  influence  and 
usefulness,  and  have  realized  a  special  degree  of 
prosperity.  Adelphoi  and  Corinthian  lodges  of  Provi- 
dence may  be  mentioned  in  such  a  classification. 

During  the  last  twenty  years  the  following  lodges 
were  established  in  the  jurisdiction  :  Barney  Merry. 
No.  20,  Pawtucket,  June  20,  1S73  ;  Rising  Sun,  No. 
30,  East  Providence,  July  4,  1874;  Atlantic,  No.  31, 
Block  Island,  November  30,  1S75;  Roger  Williams. 
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No.  32,  Centredale,  January  27,  1876;  Adelphoi,  No. 
33,  Providence,  February  o,  1870  ;  Unity,  No.  34,  Lons- 
dale, February  1G,  1878 ;  Redwood,  No.  35,  Providence, 
February  22, 1878 ;  Orpheus,  No.  36,  Providence,  April 
28,  1879;  Nestell,  No.  37,  Providence,  March  4,  1880; 
Doric,  No.  38,  Auburn,  April  29,  1891. 

The  Masonic  Lodges  in  Rhode  Island  are  num- 
bered continuously,  showing  age  and  rank  in  Grand 
Lodge.  Two  lodges — St.  Johns,  Newport,  and  St. 
John's,  Providence, — are  designated  respectively  as 
No.  1 ;  and  No.  2  is  wanting  on  the  Grand  Lodge 
registry.  No.  17  and  19  do  not  appear;  these  num- 
bers were  given  respectively,  to  Evening  Star  Lodge, 
Woonsocket,  and  Lafayette  Lodge,  Cumberland,  both 
chartered  in  1824.  These  lodges  started  under  some- 
what unpromising  conditions,  and,  never  very  strong, 
were  severely  tested  by  the  trials  and  losses  of  the 
Anti-Masonic  period,  and  for  some  years  maintained 
only  a  nominal  existence.  Afterwards,  earnest  efforts 
were  put  forth  by  a  few  energetic  brethen  to  revive 
the  organizations,  but  the  endeavors  in  both  cases 
were  unsuccessful.  The  surrender  of  their  charters, 
property,  etc.,  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  was  made  in  May, 
1849. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  notice  the  dates  of  Lodge 
Charters  and  by  whom  the  same  were  signed  as  Grand 
Master.  The  two  St.  John's  Lodges,  in  addition  to 
their  original  warrants  have  Charters  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  signed  by  Christopher  Champlin,  and  dated 
April  20,^1793.  The  Charter  of  Washington  Lodge, 
No.  3,  Warren,  bears  the  signature  of  Jabez  Bowen, 
and  is  dated  March  1-3,  1798.  Pele<£  Clarke  signed 
the  Charter  of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  Providence,  the 
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date  of  issue  being  June  24,  1799.  Probably  the 
same  Grand  Master  signed  the  original  charter  of 
Washington  Lodge,  No.  5,  established  in  the  same 
year;  this  lodge,  however,  became  dormant  and  so 
remained  for  a  long  term  of  years ;  it  was  re-established 
in  1866,  and  the  present  Charter  bears  the  signature  of 
Thomas  A.  Doyle,  dated  May  20,  1867.  St.  Albans, 
No.  6,  Bristol,  was  signed  by  Moses  Seixas,  and  dated 
October  21,  1802.  Friendship,  No.  7,  Chepachet, 
was  also  signed  by  Moses  Seixas,  October  21,  1805; 
and  Mount  Moriah,  No.  8,  Smithfield,  was  probably 
signed  by  the  same  Grand  Master  at  about  the  same 
date.  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  9,  Pawtuxet,  and  Union 
Lodge,  No.  10,  Pawtucket,  received  Charters  signed 
by  Grand  Master  Seixas,  dated  respectively,  Septem- 
ber 20,  1808,  and  June  26,  1809.  Ephraim  Bowen, 
Jr.,  signed  the  Charters  of  King  Solomon's  Lodge, 
No.  11,'  East  Greenwich,  and  Manchester  Lodge,  No. 
12,  Cgventry,  each  bearing  the  same  date,  October  4, 
1810.  Sylvester  Child,  Jr.,  signed  the  Charter  of 
Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  13,  Woonsocket,  the  date 
thereof  being  September  25, 1811.  St.  Paul's  Lodge, 
No.  14,  established  in  1815,  had  a  warrant  probably 
signed  by  Wm.  Wilkinson  then  Grand  Master;  but 
the  lodge  ceased  to  exist,  and  was  not  revived  until 
1876;  its  Charter,  a  re-issue,  bears  the  signature  of 
Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  and  is  dated  May  15,  1876.  The 
Charter  of  Hamilton  Lodge,  No.  15,  Clayville,  was 
signed  by  John  Carlile,  and  dated  October  9,  1817. 
Warwick  Lodge,  No.  16,  Phenix,  has  a  Charter  signed 
by  Richard  Anthony,  September  16,  1825.  The 
Lodge  had  been  established  several  years  prior  to 
this  date.    Evening  Star  and  Lafayette,  Nos.  17  and 
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19,  having  Charters  signed  by  John  Carlile,  in  1824, 
surrendered  the  same  in  1849.  Temple  Lodge,  No. 
18,  Greenville,  originally  warranted  by  Grand  Master 
Richard  Anthony,  in  1826,  was  practically  without 
life  for  many  years.  It  was  re-established  August 
4,  1875.  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  20,  Westerly,  has  a 
Charter  signed  by  Oliver  Johnson,  dated  May  25,  1857. 
What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  Providence,  has  a  Charter 
signed  James  Hutchison,  dated  November  30,  1857. 
William  Gray  signed  the  Charter  of  Eureka  Lodge, 
No.  22,  Portsmouth,  the  date  being  February  25,  1861. 
Thomas  A.  Doyle,  as  Grand  Master,  signed  the 
Charters  of  the  following  named  Lodges  :  Charity, 
No.  23,  Hope  Valley,  May  21,  1866;  Jenks,  No.  24, 
Central  Falls,  November  19,  1866;  Hope,  No.  25, 
Wakefield,  May  20,  1867  ;  Granite,  No.  26,  Harrisville, 
May  18,  1868;  Corinthian,  No.  27,  Providence,  May 
]8,  1868  ;  Ionic,  No.  28,  Greene,  May  16, 1870.  Grand 
Master  Nicholas  Van  Slyck  signed  Charters  a^s  fol- 
lows :  Barney  Merry  Lodge,  No.  29,  Pawtucket, 
May  19,  1873;  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  30,  East 
Providence,  May  17,  1875;  Atlantic  Lodge,  No.  31, 
New  Shoreham,  (Block  Island)  May  15,  1876  ;  Roger 
Williams  Lodge,  No.  32,  Centredale,  May  15,  1876; 
Adelphoi  Lodge,  No.  33,  Providence,  May  15,  1876  ; 
Grand  Master  Charles  R.  Cutler,  signed  the  Charters 
of  Unity  Lodge,  No.  34,  Lonsdale,  and  Redwood 
Lodge  No.  35,  Providence,  on  May  20,  1878.  Grand 
Master  E.  L.  Freeman  signed  the  Charters  of  Orpheus 
Lodge,  No.  36,  Providence,  May  19,  1879,  and  of 
Nestell  Lodge,  No.  37,  Providence,  May  17,  1S80. 
Grand  Master  Geo.  H.  Kenyon  signed  the  Charter 
of  Doric  Lodge,  No.  38,  Auburn,  dated  May  IS,  1891. 
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The  careful  reader  will  notice  that  Grand  Masters 
Moses  Seixas,  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  and  Nicholas  Van 
Slyck,  were  specially  favored  in  being  called  upon  to 
constitute  new  lodges.  It  marks  the  Masonic  activity 
which  prevailed  during  the  periods  when  these  dis- 
tinguished brethren  presided,  respectively,  in  Grand 
Lodge,  that  eighteen  lodges — one  half  of  the  number 
of  working  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction — should  have 
entered  upon  their  organic  being  under  the  sanction 
of  these  efficient  leaders.  It  would  be  unfair,  how- 
ever, from  the  fact  stated,  to  draw  an  inference  in 
any  way  detracting  from  the  Masonic  ability  and 
zeal  of  other  Grand  Masters  less  fortunate  in  the 
matter  here  noted.  Thos.  Smith  Webb,  Peter 
Grinnell,  Moses  Richardson,  Wm.  Field,  Ariel  Bal- 
lou,  with  others  who  have  filled  the  office  of  Grand 
Master  in  more  recent  years,  were  men  of  large 
Masonic  acquirements,  who  administered  the  affairs 
of  the  Craft  with  signal  ability  and  faithfulness,  albeit 
they  were  not  privileged  to  sign  Charters  and  consti- 
tute new  bodies. 

In  scaning  this  record  a  critical  observer  will  note 
certain  periods  when  new  lodges  seem  to  have  sprung, 
up,  a  bunch  of  them,  perhaps,  at  about  the  same  time, 
while  at  other  periods,  seemingly  characterized  by  no 
less  of  Masonic  activity  and  prosperity,  no  additions 
were  made  to  the  list  of  lodges.  During  a  few  years  at 
the  beginning  of  the  century  a  goodly  number  of  new 
lodges  came  into  being,  all  of  which  continue  to  this 
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day.  From  18G0  to  1880  there  was  another  epoch  of 
marked  increase  in  lodges,  while  during  the  last  twelve 
years  only  a  single  lodge  has  been  added  to  the  roll. 
The  creation  of  lodges  does  not  of  itself  prove  Masonic 
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progress.  It  is  only  an  element  in  the  case.  Some- 
times, indeed,  there  is  an  injudicious  tendency  to 
multiply  organizations,  the  result  being  an  increase  of 
burdens  and  expense  for  the  Craft,  without  any  added 
strength  to  the  Fraternity.  Rhode  Island  has  been 
conservative  in  this  respect,  and  may  well  continue  to 
exercise  a  good  degree  of  caution  in  the  matter  of 
meeting  requests  for  new  lodges.  Of  course  there 
is  a  limit  in  numbers — a  line  beyond  which  a  working 
lodge  would  hardly  deem  it  expedient  to  go  in  add- 
ing to  its  membership,— and  when  this  limit  is  reached, 
in  the  natural  expansion  of  the  Fraternity  in  any 
locality,  there  would  seem  to  be  a  good  reason  for 
providing  additional  lodge  facilities. 

The  constituting  of  lodges  in  Rhode  Island  has 
furnished  occasions  of  Masonic  interest  and  instruc- 
tion. As  a  rule  the  Grand  Master  has  presided,  and 
the  officers  of  Grand  Lodge  have  assisted  in  the  con- 
stituting services  held  according  to  the  prescribed 
ritual.  Appropriate  musical  exercises  and  addresses 
have  formed  part  of  the  programme.  The  writer  has 
been  present  on  twelve  such  occasions,  at  each  of 
which  he  has  observed  the  manly  bearing  of  interested 
Craftsmen  as  they  take  upon  themselves  added 
responsibilities  in  covenanting  together  to  establish  a 
new  lodge.  Fortunate  indeed  is  any  newly  formed 
Masonic  organization  when  its  original  members 
realize  how  much  depends  on  them  in  the  way  of 
shaping  its  career  and  making  its  reputation. 

Several  u  new  departures"  have  marked  the  course 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Craft  of  this  jurisdiction 
during  the  last  twenty  years.  The  formulating  and 
publishing  of  an  authorized  Monitor  was  brought 
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about  within  the  period  named.  A  Committee  on 
Monitor  had  been  continued  for  some  years  without 
accomplishing  anything.  In  1872  the  Committee 
was  discharged.  In  1875,  on  recommendation  of 
Grand  Master  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  a  new  Committee 
was  appointed  to  prepare  a  Monitor,  including  forms  for 
special  Masonic  Services,  etc.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Still- 
man  White,  and  Henry  C.  Field  were  appointed  such 
a  Committee.  This  committee  was  continued  several 
years,  and  at  the  Semi-annual  session  of  Grand  Lodge 
in  1883  made  report  that  a  portion  of  the  work 
required  had  been  prepared.  An  urgency  of  feeling 
then  seemed  manifest,  taking  form  in  the  passage  of 
the  following  resolution  by  an  unanimous  vote: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  by  the  M.\ 
YV.\  Grand  Master,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receive  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Monitor,  and,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  M.\  YvV.  Grand  Master,  shall  adopt  a  Monitor  for  use  in 
this  jurisdiction,  and  upon  the  adoption  of  such  a  Monitor  the 
M.\  W.\  Grand  Master  is  authorized  to  print  such  number  of 
copies  thereof  as  he  may  deem  advisable,  and  cause  the  same 
to  be  paid  for  by  his  draft  upon  the  R.\  YW.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Grand  Master  Lyman  Klapp  constituted  the  Com- 
mittee as  follows:  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Thomas  A. 
Doyle.  Newton  D.  Arnold,  Geo.  M.  Carpenter,  Henry 
W.  Rugg,  E.  L.  Freeman,  and  David  S.  Baker,  Jr. 
This  Committee,  dividing  the  work  among  themselves, 
made  progress,  though  somewhat  slowly.  In  1886 
the  vacancy  on  the  Committee  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Doyle  was  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  Lyman  Klapp.  In  188!)  the  Com- 
mittee's work  was  completed  and  the  Committee 
discharged.    The  Grand  Lodge,  having  previously 
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adopted  the  Monitorial  portion  of  the  work,  ordered 
the  printing  of  the  same,  including  the  forms  for 
special  services;  and  thus,  after  many  years  of  waiting, 
the  Rhode  Island  Craftsmen  were  favored  with  an 
authorized  Monitor,  carefully  prepared,  and  well 
adapted  for  use  on  various  Masonic  occasions. 

An  observance  of  St.  John  the  Baptist's  Day,  June 
24,  1874,  at  Newport,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  was  characterized  by  several  notable  features. 
The  exercises  held  in  the  Opera  House  at  Newport 
were  of  special  interest.  The  Masonic  Orpheus  Club 
of  Providence  furnished  excellent  music ;  Rev.  Jason 
Mariner,  Acting  Grand  Chaplain,  conducted  devo- 
tional exercises,  and  a  scholarly  and  timely  oration 
was  delivered  by  Bro.  Tracy  P.  Cheever,  of  Chelsea, 
Mass.,  afterwards  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  which  office  he  held  at  the 
time  of  his  sudden  death,  November  23,  1881.  The 
subject  of  the  eminent  brothers  oration  was  "  The 
Evolution  of  Freemasonry;"  the  address  was  pub- 
lished with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
1875,  and  commanded  much  attention.  By  vote  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  Bro.  Tracy  P.  Cheever  was  constituted 
an  Honorary  Member  of  that  body,  the  only  Crafts- 
man thus  recognized  at  the  time  and  up  to  1891.  In 
acknowledging  his  receipt  of  a  certificate  of  such 
membership  the  distinguished  brother  made  a  grace- 
ful response  to  Grand  Lodge,  and  we  herewith 
present  a  suggestive  portion  of  that  response: 

Attached  to  Rhode  Island  and  especially  the  Plantations  of 
Providence,  through  a  four  years  course  of  college  life — breath- 
ing its  congenial  air  and  impressed  by  its  history  and  the 
enterprise  and  character  of  its  citizens,  I  long  since  learned  to 
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admire  both  state  and  city,  and  to  regard  each  in  its  sphere,  as 
a  model  in  our  American  civilization.  In  later  years  the  charms 
of  Masonic  and  social  companionship  with  those  leading 
Brethren  of  Rhode  Island  whose  names  start  at  once  to  the  lips 
of  all  true  Masons  and  need  no  mention,  have  heightened  and 
intensified  the  love  and  admiration  of  a  younger  day.  These 
Brethren,  the  historic  successors  of  the  founders  and  early  cham- 
pions of  Masonry  in  your  State,  have  so  sustained  and  exalted  the 
principles  and  tenets  of  our  profession  as  to  have  made  their 
names  everywhere  the  synonyms  of  Masonic  honor  and  intelli- 
gence. The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  walking  for  nearly 
a  century  (and  covering  the  most  active  period  of  human 
annals)  in  parallel  paths  with  its  sister  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
commonwealth,  has  amply  affirmed  and  vindicated  the  trusts 
committed  to  its  hands  by  the  Fraternity.  Since  the  formal 
organization  of  your  Grand  Body,  our  ancient  institution,  which 
cares  little  indeed  for  mere  periods,  but  which  exists  "not  for 
an  age,  but  for  all  time,"  has  proved  its  title  to  general  regard, 
as  one  of  the  creating  as  well  as  the  conscn'ing  forces  of  society. 
It  has  even  helped  to  create  the  State  itself  :  to  establish  its 
civil  foundations.  It  has  done  still  more  in  constructing  the 
fabric  of  our  social  life  and  building  the  loftier  temple  of  human 
character  Its  philosophy  has  penetrated  and  invigorated  nearly 
every  department  of  thought  and  action.  Its  charities  have 
dried  the  mourner's  tears,  given  consolation  to  the  widow  and 
support  to  the  fatherless.  Its  larger  and  yet  unfilled  mission 
will  be,  as  we  may  fondly  trust,  to  enlarge  the  bounds  of  in- 
tellectual and  spiritual  freedom  and  to  remove  the  last  impedi- 
ment to  the  full  brotherhood  of  man.  In  wise  and  practical 
endeavors  toward  the  best  consummation  of  our  ancient  Craft 
— the  bloom  of  the  brightest  flowers  of  our  expectancy,  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  historically  and  Masonically 
faithful,  will  never  be  found  wanting. 

The  Anniversary  of  St.  John  the  Baptist's  Day,  in 
the  year  following,  1875,  was  celebrated  by  the  Rhode 
Island  Craftsmen  in  connection  with  the  laying  of 
the  corner-stone  of  the  new  City  Hall  in  Providence. 
The  procession  was  an  imposing  one,  and  the  cere- 
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monies  of  placing  the  stone  were  conducted  in  the 
presence  of  several  thousand  interested  spectators. 
Grand  Master  Van  Slyck,  who  presided  on  the 
occasion,  in  reporting  to  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  Annual 
Communication,  1870,  the  successful  observance  of  the 
Anniversary  and  the  special  ceremony  enacted,  used 
the  following  language : 

The  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  City  Hall  now  being 
erected  in  this  city,  was  an  occasion  very  honorable  to  the 
Craft.  There  has  been  no  ceremony  in  this  State  equal  to  this 
in  the  number  of  persons  and  Masons  participating.  The 
whole  Fraternity,  with  an  unanimity  which  was  not  only  gratify- 
ing to  us,  but  also  evincing  the  loyalty  to  the  Craft,  responded 
to  the  call  of  duty.  The  thanks  of  this  Grand  Body  however, 
are  especially  due  to  our  R.\  W.\  Brother  General  Horatio 
Rogers,  for  the  Oration  by  him  delivered,  as  also  to  R.\  YY.\ 
Brother  Rev.  Henry  VV.  Rugg,  for  his  Eulogy  on  Masonry.  The 
ability  of  these  two  addresses  lifted  the  occasion  out  of  the  reci- 
tation of  a  mere  ritual.  The  music,  the  combination  and 
arrangement  of  which  is  due  to  our  Grand  Secretary,  and  VY.\ 
Brother  William  R.  Greene,  our  Musical  Director,  was  of  a 
character  to  elicit  the  highest  commendation. 

On  May  15,  1870,  the  corner-stone  of  the  Provi- 
dence County  Court  House  was  laid  by  Grand 
Master  Van  Slyck  assisted  by  officers  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  The  procession  was  composed  of  Master 
Masons  only.  His  Excellency,  Gov.  Henry  Lippitt 
and  many  of  the  State  officials  were  present  at  the 
ceremony  of  placing  the  stone.  Gov.  Lippitt  delivered 
a  brief  historical  address,  followed  by  a  Kulogy  on 
Masonry  by  Rev.  Bro.  \V.  N.  Ackley,  and  an  Oration 
by  Bro.  John  H.  Stiness,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island.  Both  of  these 
excellent  addresses  were  published  in  full  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  1870. 
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A  noteworthy  communication  of  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  February  22,  1877,  the  members  and  numerous 
visitors  having  been  thus  assembled  to  witness  an 
exemplification  of  the  work  and  lectures  of  the  three 
degrees  of  Masonry.  The  work  was  exemplified  and 
the  three  degrees  regularly  conferred  upon  Cyrus  M. 
Van  Slyck,  who  had  been  duly  elected  to  receive  the 
same  by  Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  27,  which  body  con- 
ferred the  first  degree,  the  father  of  the  candidate, 
Grand  Master  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  administering  the 
obligation.  The  second  degree  was  rendered  by 
Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  and  the  third  degree  by  Adel- 
phoi  Lodge,  No.  33,  W.  Bro.  Cyrus  B.  Manchester, 
grandfather  of  the  candidate,  raising  him  in  due 
and  ancient  form  by  the  strong  grip.  The  musical 
part  of  the  ceremony  was  rendered  by  the  Masonic 
Orpheus  Club  consisting  of  R.  W.  Bro.  Edwin  Baker, 
W.  Bro.  VVm.  R.  Greene,  and  Bros.  Herbert  E.  Brown, 
and  W.  W.  Flint.  A  Committee  composed  of  the 
Grand  Lecturer,  Bro.  Stillman  White,  and  five  other 
brethren,  made  a  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  Grand 
Lodge,  and  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  work 
as  it  had  been  rendered — excepting  a  few  changes. 

Their  report  was  as  follows : 

» 

Your  Committee  appointed  at  the  Special  Communication, 
held  February  22,  A.'.  L.\  5877,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  work  of  the  three  degrees  as  exemplified  before  you  at  that 
time  by  Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  27,  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  and 
Adelphoi  Lodge,  No.  33,  respectively,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  took  the  necessary  notes  on  that  occasion  and  have,  after 
due  consultation  upon  the  subject,  unanimously  resolved  to  offer 
the  following  recommendation  : 

That  the  Work  and  Lectures  as  exemplified  on  that  day  be 
declared  to  be  the  only  authorized  work  and  lectures  of  this 


Digitized  by  Google 


V 


154  HISTORY  OF  FREEMASONRY. 

jurisdiction  with  the  alterations  hereinafter  mentioned.  (Those 
changes  being  in  the  phraseology  of  the  work  in  all  three 
degrees,  not  to  be  herein  mentioned  but  to  be  found  in  the 
report  on  file.)  With  these  few  changes  the  entire  work  meets 
with  the  approval  of  your  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

STILLMAN  WHITE,  ) 
J  AS.  HUTCHISON,  | 
HENRY  C.  FIELD,      [  r  ... 
HENRY  A.  PIERCE,  f 
JOHN  P.  LUTHER, 
EDWIN  BAKER, 

The  report  was  accepted  and  its  recommendation 
adopted ;  and  so  a  standard  of  work  was  fixed  for  the 
jurisdiction.  It  was  not  put  in  such  form,  however, 
as  to  be  available  for  reference  in  the  settlement  of 
disputed  questions,  hence,  a  few  years  later,  another 
Committee  was  appointed  to  present  the  work,  in 
such  manner  that  reference  could  be  made  thereto, 
when  desired,  under  the  precautions  established  for 
its  safe  keeping.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  settle  all 
the  points  that  arise  from  time  to  time  respecting  the 
ritual  and  work ;  and  even  as  this  paragraph  is  written 
the  author  is  reminded  that  the  Grand  Lodge  still 
has  a  Special  Committee  on  the  work.  But,  in  the 
main,  the  "old  work"  has  been  adhered  to  in  Rhode 
Island.  There  have  been  few  important  changes  in  the 
text  or  the  ceremonial.  Grand  Lecturers  and  Special 
Committees  charged  with  a  consideration  of  the 
ritual  have  been  disposed  to  adhere  to  the  well  estab- 
lished forms  and  practices,  and  the  disposition  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  has  been  adverse  to  the  introduction  of 
any  new  features  into  the  system  of  Freemasonry. 

A  revision  of  the  Grand  Constitution  was  ordered 
in   1877,  the  following  named  brethren  being  ap- 
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pointed  a  Committee  on  Revision :  Bros.  George 
M.  Carpenter,  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Stillman  White, 
W.  T.  C.  Wardwell,  Joshua  M.  Addeman,  Joseph  E. 
Spink,  and  Dexter  B.  Potter.  This  Committee 
presented  the  result  of  their  deliberations  and  judg- 
ment at  a  Special  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge, 
held  March  24,  1879,  and  this  draft,  after  various 
alterations  and  amendments,  was  unanimously 
adopted,  and  became  the  Constitution  of  Grand 
Lodge  binding  on  the  Craft  of  the  jurisdiction,  by 
Edict  of  Grand  Master  Charles  R.  Cutler,  issued  May 
10,  1879.  This  Constitution,  somewhat  more  ex- 
tended in  its  definitions  and  provisions  than  the  former 
Constitution,  carried  with  it  but  few  important 
changes.  It  eliminated  some  things  of  little  conse- 
quence, and  provided  for  the  administration  of  affairs 
according  to  laws  and  principles  generally  recognized 
as  Masonically  sound  in  this  jurisdiction. 

It  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  this  History 
to  make  mention  of  all  Masonic  occasions  where  the 
Grand  Lodge  has  been  convened  in  connection  with 
the  holding  of  services  of  Masonic  interest.  Some 
of  these  gatherings,  however,  are  worthy  of  notice, 
as  historically  important,  or  significant,  by  reason  of 
special  features  that  gave  them  distinctiveness.  The 
dedication  of  Roger  Williams  Monument,  Providence, 
by  Masonic  services  held  Oct.  16,  1877,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  deserves  a  passing 
reference.  The  entire  arrangements  were  in  charge 
of  an  efficient  committee  consisting  of  Bros.  John  P. 
Luther,  Henry  C.  Field,  and  Alvord  O.  Miles,  with 
Past  Grand  Master  Nicholas  Van  Slyck  filling  the 
appointed  office  of  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
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The  Grand  Procession  included  five  Commanderics 
of  Knights  Templars  and  seven  Subordinate  Lodges, 
besides  the  Grand  Lodge.  At  Roger  Williams  Park, 
in  front  of  the  Monument,  a  platform  had  been 
erected  for  the  officers  and  members  of  Grand 
Lodge.  The  Lodge  furniture  on  this  occasion  in- 
cluded two  fragments  of  the  famous  slate  rock  on 
which  it  is  supposed  Roger  Williams  landed — one 
fragment  a  Rough  and  the  other  a  Perfect  Ashler, 
inscribed  as  follows : 

WHAT  CHEER  ROCK 
Quarried 
May  2,  A.  L.  5860. 

The  latter  the  following: 

This  Ashler 
was  taken  from  the  rock 
on  which 
ROGER  WILLIAMS 
the  founder  of 

PROVIDENCE 

first  landed,  A.  D.,  1636 
when  he  was  greeted  by  the 
Indian  salutation: 

WHAT  CHEER. 


What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21, 
Chartered  Nov.  30th, 
A.  L.  5857. 

Around  this  platform  were  arranged  seats  for  GOOD 
people,  while  another  platform  furnished  accommoda- 
tions for  some  1500  of  the  children  of  the  Public 
Schools  who  rendered  musical  parts  of  the  service. 
Many  of  the  official  representatives  of  the  City  and 
State  Governments,  respectively,  were  present,  and  a 
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very  large  gathering  of  citizens.  Mr.  Arthur  F.  Dexter, 
Chairman  of  Committee  on  Parks,  presided  during 
the  civic  exercises  and  made  formal  request  to  the 
Grand  Master  to  proceed  with  the  ceremonies  of  the 
Craft  as  adapted  to  the  consecration  of  the  Monu- 
ment, from  which,  at  this  point  in  the  proceedings, 
the  veil  was  withdrawn  by  the  artist,  Mr.  Franklin 
Simmons.  Grand  Master  Charles  R.  Cutler  presided 
during  the  rendering  of  the  ceremony  prescribed  by 
the  ritual ;  the  Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg, 
conducted  the  devotional  exercises  and  delivered  the 
Eulogy  on  Masonry;  he  also  pronounced  the  sentence 
of  Consecration,  as  follows  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Great  Jehovah  we  dedicate  this  Monument 
to  the  memory  of  him  who  founded  this  City  and  State.  May 
the  great  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  which  he  first 
proclaimed  be  here  ever  maintained  and  may  they  spread  until 
all  nations  who  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth  shall 
acknowlege  their  truth. 

May  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  look  with  favor 
upon  this  memorial  and  cause  it  to  endure  through  future  ages. 
Amen. 

Response.    So  mote  it  be.  Amen. 

The  civic  services  which' followed  included  a  formal 
presentation  of  the  Monument  to  the  City  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Parks,  and  an  accept- 
ance of  the  same  by  the  Mayor  of  the  City,  Hon. 
Thos.  A.  Doyle;  also  a  prayer  of  dedication  by  Rev. 
E.  G.  Robinson,  President  of  Brown  University, 
and  an  Oration  by  Prof.  J.  Lewis  Diman  also  of 
Brown  University. 

Roger  Williams  may  not  be  claimed  as  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  He  had,  however,  some 
of  the  manly  and  robust  elements  of  character  which 
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characterize  the  true  Mason  —  with  which  Free- 
masonry is  always  in  sympathy,  viz :  Soul  Freedom, 
Moral  Uprightness,  and  Reverence  toward  God.  One 
of  the  Masonic  Lodges  in  Rhode  Island  is  named 
after  this  illustrious  founder  of  the  State;  and  it 
seemed  to  accord  with  the  fitness  of  things  in  many 
respects  that  there  should  be  a  Masonic  dedication  of 
the  Monument,  which  stands  in  the  beautiful  Park  of 
Providence,  to  commemorate  his  memory  and  worth. 
We  connect  with  this  notice  of  the  dedication  a  brief 
description  of  the  Monument. 

The  Monument  is  erected  on  the  high  bank  west 
of  the  lake,  facing  west ;  and  is  visible  from  the  lake, 
and  from  most  parts  of  the  park,  while  the  ancient 
mansion  and  old  trees  give  it  a  local  surrounding 
peculiarly  appropriate.  It  is  constructed  of  Westerly 
granite  of  the  finest  quality  and  of  uniform  shade.  A 
flight  of  steps  leads  up  to  a  square  pedestal  of  ex- 
cellent proportions  and  design,  simple  and  striking  in 
effect.  A  figure  of  History,  in  classic  drapery,  stand- 
ing on  the  upper  step,  is  writing  with  a  stylus  upon 
the  front  tablet  in  plain  script,  the  words,  44  Roger 
Williams,  1636."  To  the  right  of  this  figure  is  a 
group  of  bronze  emblems,  comprising  a  shield  with 
anchor,  a  scroll,  books  and  a  laurel  wreath.  On  the 
rear  tablet  is  inscribed,  44  Erected  by  the  City  of 
Providence,  A.  D.  1877."  Crowning  the  whole  is  the 
statue  of  Roger  Williams. 

The  laying  of  the  Corner-stone  of  the  Hurnside 
Memorial  Hall,  at  Bristol,  on  Tuesday,  September 
25,  1883,  was  the  occasion  of  a  large  and  crediiable 
display  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  On  a  platform, 
directly  in  front  of  the  building,  the  proper  arrange- 
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ment  was  made  for  the  Grand  Lodge ;  Grand  Master 
Lyman  Klapp  presided,  having  on  his  right  Bro. 
Chester  A.  Arthur,  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  on  his  left  Bro.  Augustus  O.  Bourn,  Governor  of 
Rhode  Island.  There  were  many  other  distinguished 
Masonic  guests  and  honored  citizens  on  the  official 
platform.  Orpheus  Lodge  of  Providence,  rendered 
the  vocal  selections  of  music.  The  Grand  Chaplain 
conducted  the  ritual  exercises  arranged  for  the  service, 
following  which  came  prayers  by  Right  Rev.  Thomas 
M.  Clark,  Bishop  of  Rhode  Island,  and  an  Oration 
by  Hon.  Le Baron  B.  Colt.  At  the  close  of  the 
oration  the  Civic  Marshal,  Col.  Norris,  presented 
President  Arthur  to  the  assembled  concourse  of  peo- 
ple, who  spoke  briefly,  paying  a  just  tribute  to  the 
eminent  citizen  and  soldier  in  whose  honor  the 
Memorial  hall  was  to  be  erected.  President  Arthurs 
words  were  as  follows  : 

I  heartily  join  with  you  in  paying  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
that  distinguished  citizen  of  Rhode  Island  whose  name  yonder 
structure  is  henceforth  privileged  to  b%ar.  So  long  as  it  shall 
endure,  it  will  in  some  degree  serve  to  perpetuate  the  fame  of  a 
soldier  faithful  to  his  trusts,  whose  courage  found  its  only  rival 
in  his  modesty  ;  of  a  statesman,  whose  every  act  was  prompted 
by  the  loftest  patriotism  ;  of  an  earnest,  sincere  and  manly 
gentleman,  who  abounded  in  all  courtesy,  who  scorned  all  deceit 
and  indirection,  and  who  never  failed  to  follow  in  the  path  of 
duty,  whithersoever  it  led. 

On  the  first  of  September,  1885,  the  Grand  Lodge 
convened  in  Newport  to  place  the  foundation  stone 
of  a  Statue  erected  in  grateful  remembrance  of  the 
patriotic  services  of  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  a  Commo- 
dore in  the  United  States  Navy.  There  was  a  pro- 
cession consisting  of  officers  and  members  of  the 
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Grand  Lodge,  having  for  escort  Washington  Com- 
mandery  of  Knights  Templars,  St.  Paul's  Lodge,  No. 
14,  and  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  of  Newport.  On 
account  of  the  absence  of  Grand  Master  Lyman 
Klapp,  detained  by  illness,  Bro.  Newton  D.  Arnold, 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  presided  at  the  services  of 
placing  the  foundation-stone  and  spread  the  cement 
under  the  same.  Brethren  of  Orpheus  Lodge,  No. 
36,  Providence,  as  Grand  Lodge  Choir,  furnished 
excellent  music.  An  Oration  was  delivered  by  the 
Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg. 

No  recent  event  in  Rhode  Island  Masonic  history 
has  been  the  cause  of  greater  interest  among  Crafts- 
men of  this  jurisdiction,  especially  those  of  Provi- 
dence and  the  vicinity,  than  the  dedication  of  Free- 
masons Hall,  Providence,  February  3,  1886.  This 
event  very  clearly  indicated  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  in  the  city  and  State.  In 
the  early  days  of  the  Masonic  organization,  as  already 
noted  in  this  history,  the  brethren  were  accustomed 
to  hold  their  meetings  in  taverns  and  private  houses, 
then  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  State  House, 
afterwards  in  what  is  now  known  as  the  Old  City 
Hall  on  Market  Square.  In  the  expansion  of  the 
organization  more  commodious  quarters  were  found 
in  the  What  Cheer  Building,  where  a  very  convenient 
Masonic  Home  entered  into  in  1853,  served  the  uses 
of  the  Craft  for  many  years.  But  these  apartments 
were  outgrown  a  score  of  years  ago,  and  besides  the 
feeling  had  become  quite  strong  that  the  Masonic 
Fraternity  was  fully  able  to  become  the  owner  of  an 
edifice  suitable  to  its  largely  increased  needs.    In  the 

year  1870  Grand  Master  Doyle  brought  the  matter 
ii 
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before  the  Grand  Lodge  and  recommended  that  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  make  application  to  the 
General  Assembly  for  an  act  authorizing  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  erect  a  Masonic  Temple  in  Providence. 
The  recommendation  was  adopted,  and  Bros.  E.  L. 
Freeman,  W.  T.  C.  Wardwell,  and  Samuel  H.  Cross 
were  appointed  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  named. 
But  the  Fraternity  was  not  yet  ready  for  so  important 
an  undertaking;  and  the  movement  to  obtain  a  per- 
manent Masonic  home  did  not  take  a  practical  form 
until  February,  1882,  when  a  Committee  representing 
St.  John  s,  Mount  Vernon,  and  What  Cheer  Lodges, 
Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  St.  John's  and 
Calvary  Commanderies,  gave  attention  to  the  matter 
and  reported  in  favor  of  organizing  a  Company  to 
purchase  the  Roger  Williams  Bank  Estate,  adjoining 
the  WThat  Cheer  building,  and  make  over  the  edifice 
to  be  thus  acquired,  for  Masonic  uses.  This  project 
was  not  carried  out  in  all  its  features,  but  the  Free- 
masons Hall  Company  was  duly  organized.  On  June 
28,  1883,  under  the  terms  of  a  Charter  granted  by 
the  General  Assembly,  the  organization  was  made 
as  follows  : 

President,  Darius  B.  Davis;  Vice-President,  Nicho- 
las Van  Slyck;  Treasurer,  Frederick  M.  Ballou; 
Secretary,  Edwin  Baker;  Auditor,  Clinton  D.  Sellew; 
Board  of  Directors,  Newton  D.  Arnold,  William  B. 
Blanding,  George  H.  Burnham,  George  M.  Carpenter, 
Richard  W.  Comstock,  Arthur  W.  Dennis,  Thomas 
A.  Doyle,  Joseph  O.  Earle,  John  Heathcote,  Lyman 
Klapp,  Hector  Mackenzie,  Alvord  O.  Miles,  William 
H.  Perry,  Samuel  G.  Stiness  and  John  P.  Walker; 
Building  Committee,  Darius  B.  Davis,  John  P.  Wal- 
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kcr,  George  H.  Burnham,  George  M.  Carpenter  and 
Hector  Mackenzie  ;  Committee  in  charge  of  the 
property,  Joseph  O.  Earle,  John  P.  Walker  and  John 
Heathcote. 

After  careful  consideration  a  desirable  lot  bounded 
by  Dorrance,  Pine  and  Ecbdy  streets,  was  purchased 
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and  plans  procured  for  the  spacious  and  attractive 
structure  which  now  stands  on  the  site  chosen.  The 
building  is  five  stories  high,  surmounted  by  a  hip- 
roof of  slate,  and  covers  7800  square  feet  of  land.  It 
is  built  of  Springfield  brick,  laid  in  red  mortar,  and 
trimmed  with  Longmeadow  brown-stone  and  moulded 
and  carved  brick.  The  architecture  is  of  the  English 
renaissance  type.  The  first  and  second  floors  are 
used  mainly  for  business  purposes.  The  remainder 
of  the  building  furnishes  fine  halls  and  other  apart- 
ments for  use  of  lodges  and  other  Masonic  organiza- 
tions. There  are  offices,  parlors,  sodality  rooms,  etc., 
with  the  convenient  appointments  that  belong  to  the 
modern  Masonic  Temple. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  new  edifice  was  laid  by 
Grand  Master  Lyman  Klapp,  assisted  by  officers  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  on  June  7,  1884.  The  ceremony 
was  of  an  elaborate  character.  There  were  scripture 
readings  and  prayers  by  the  Grand  Chaplain  ;  musi- 
cal selections  by  Orpheus  Lodge.  No.  36  ;  movements 
and  declarations  by  the  Grand  Officers  according  to 
the  special  ritual  used  on  that  occasion  ;  the  use  of 
appropriate  symbols,  and  a  Eulogy  on  Masonry  by 
Judge  George  M.  Carpenter,  Past  Deputy  Grand 
Master.  The  exercises  took  place  in  the  presence  of 
a  large  audience  of  Masons  and  citizens. 

The  dedication,  nearlv  two  vears  later,  as  already 
stated,  was  an  event  of  special  interest  and  signifi- 
cance. Grand  Master  Lyman  Klapp  had  official 
direction  of  the  ceremonies,  and  all  the  officers  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  with  two  exceptions,  were  in  their 
respective  places.  Hro.  Geo.  M.  Carpenter  officiated 
as  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies.    The  Governor  of 
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the  State,  George  Peabody  Wetmore,  and  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  Lucius  B.  Darling,  were 
present  as  guests  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Orpheus 
Lodge,  No.  36,  gave  an  excellent  rendering  of  the 
Psalms  and  hymns  suited  to  the  occasion.  The 
Grand  Chaplain  conducted  the  exercises  of  devotion. 
Rev.  Bro.  George  McClellan  Fiske,  rector  of  St. 
Stephen  s  Church,  Providence,  delivered  the  Dedica- 
tory Address.  His  subject  was  41  The  Mission  of  the 
Masonic  Order."  Following  the  address,  which  came 
after  the  prescribed  services  of  the  ritual,  Grand 
Master  Klapp  pronounced  the  following  Invocation 
and  Declaration  : 

FROM  THE  EAST 

of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honorable  Society 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations  : 

To  all  whom  it  may  Concern  : 

Know  Ye,  That  we,  Lyman  Klapp,  Grand 
^Jjt-  Master  of  Masons,  by  virtue  of  the  power 

in  us  vested,  have  on  this,  the  third  day 
of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
MDCCCLXXXYI,  in  ancient  and  ample 
form,  dedicated  to  the  greater  glory  of 
God,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Holy 
nosis  ocwit g  Saints  John  Baptist  and  the  Evangelist — 

Saint  Andrew's  Hall,  Saint  John's  Hall,  Saint  Mary's  Chapel, 
and  apartments  thereunto  belonging  in  Free  Masons'  Hall,  to 
be  used  for  the  celebration  of  the  Rites  of  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry  and  Appendant  Degrees  and  Orders. 

And  may  Almighty  God  continue  to  guard  and  bless  this 
city,  and  prosper  the  laudable  works  of  all  its  inhabitants. 

May  He  protect  and  guide  the  craftsmen  of  this  ancient  and 
honorable  society,  as  thev  shall  here  assemble  in  His  holv  name. 

And  as  our  operative  brothers  erected  upon  Mount  Moriah 
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and  throughout  the  world  temples  for  the  glory  of  God  and  His 
worship  among  men,  so  may  we,  Speculative  Free  Masons,  ever 
remain  faithful  to  our  high  vocation  of  master  builders,  and 
constantly  labor  to  build  up  the  family,  the  State,  and  the 
Church — those  three  great  divine  institutions  planted  by  Jeho- 
vah in  the  world  at  the  beginning,  for  the  perpetuation,  the  pro- 
tection, and  the  salvation  of  humanity. 

May  we,  therefore,  as  members  of  this  ancient  Fraternity,  and 
in  obedience  to  our  obligations,  build  with  watchful  care  all  the 
social  relations  of  life  ;  ever  realizing  that  the  family  is  the 
germ  of  the  nation  and  the  future  hope  of  the  world.  Let  us 
also  remember  our  duty  as  Free  Masons,  to  be  loyal  to  the 
Government  under  which  we  live,  and  earnestly  strive  unto 
our  life's  end  to  build  up  our  country  in  truth  and  justice. 

Finally,  may  we,  following  the  precepts  of  this  earthly  brother- 
hood, and  as  children  of  one  Almighty  Father,  ever  seek,  in  all 
humility,  to  build  up  our  lives  according  to  the  principles  of  that 
heavenly  brotherhood,  so  that,  at  last,  through  the  merits  of  the 
Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah,  our  souls  and  bodies  shall  be  raised 
from  the  tomb  of  corruption,  and  become  living  stones  in  that 
house  which  the  Grand  Master  Builder  of  heaven  and  earth  is 
building  out  of  redeemed  humanity  in  His  everlasting  kingdom 
on  high. 

Thus  formally  the  Masonic  Fraternity  entered  into 
possession  of  the  commodious  edifice  erected  for  their 
use.  They  were  justified  in  rejoicing  over  the  accom- 
plishment that  had  been  reached.  The  people  gener- 
ally rejoiced  with  the  Fraternity  in  its  establishment 
within  so  convenient  and  pleasant  a  home.  On  the 
evening  of  the  dedication  a  reception  was  tendered  to 
the  Grand  Master  bv  the  Masonic  bodies  of  Provi- 
dence,  on  which  occasion  some  five  or  six  thousand 
persons  visited  the  building  and  were  presented  to  the 
Grand  Master  and  those  who  assisted  him  in  the  re- 
ception. Many  of  these  visitors  made  expression  of 
their  hearty  feeling  of  congratulation  and  good  wishes, 
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as  prompted  by  the  Masonic  occupancy  of  so  fine  a 
building,  and  the  general  sentiment  was  to  the  effect 
that  such  occupancy  marked  a  conspicuous  epoch  in 
the  progress  and  usefulness  of  Freemasonry  in  Rhode 
Island.  Experience  since  that  date  has  justified  the 
expectation. 

The  Festival  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge,  held 
at  Warren,  June  24,  1887,  in  connection  with  the 
placing  of  the  foundation  stone  of  the  George  Hail 
Free  Library  Building  in  that  town,  deserves  mention. 
Grand  Master  \V.  N.  Ackley  presided  and  placed  the 
stone,  having  the  assistance  of  the  Grand  Officers  in 
the  rendering  of  the  approved  ritual.  The  Grand 
Lodge  chorus  was  composed  of  members  of  Orpheus 
Lodge  who  rendered  appropriate  musical  selections. 
Bro.  Geo.  L.  Kenyon,  M.  D.,  the  Senior  Grand  War- 
den, delivered  the  Eulogy  on  Masonry,  and  Rev. 
Henry  W.  Rugg,  D.  D.,  Grand  Chaplain,  gave  an 
Address  on  the  Companionship  of  Books. 

On  September  24th,  of  the  same  year,  the  Grand 
Lodge  held  a  Special  Communication  at  Barrington, 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  new 
Town  Hall  in  that  place.  Grand  Master  W.  N. 
Ackley  presided  at  the  ceremonial  of  placing  the 
foundation  stone.  Rev.  Bro.  Alfred  Manchester 
officiated  as  Grand  Chaplain  and  delivered  the  Eulogy 
on  Masonry. 

On  August  10,  1888,  the  Grand  Lodge  convened 
in  East  Providence,  where  the  corner  stone  of  a  new 
Town  Hall  was  laid  with  customary  Masonic  forms. 
Bro.  Samuel  G.  Stiness,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  pre- 
sided. The  Eulogy  on  Masonry  was  g[iven  by  Hon. 
Horatio  Rogers,  Past  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
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Lodge,.  An  Oration  was  delivered  by  Bro.  George 
E.  Webster. 

On  September  23,  1889,  the  Grand  Lodge  assem- 
bled in  Providence  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the 
foundation  stone  of  a  Jewish  Synagogue  to  be  erected 
for  the  use  of  the  Congregation  of  the  Sons  of  Israel  in 
that  city.  Grand  Master  George  H.  Kenyon  presided 
during  the  ceremonies  and  placed  the  stone  in  accord- 
ance  with  Masonic  forms.  Rev.  Alfred  Manchester 
officiated  as  Grand  Chaplain.  Addresses  were  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Alexander  Strauss  and  Dr.  M.  Sessler. 
The  Grand  Lodge  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Con- 
gregation to  partake  of  a  collation  at  the  close  of  the 
interesting  exercises. 

One  event  that  occurred  within  the  period  covered  by 
this  latest  review  caused  a  most  profound  interest  on  the 
part  of  Craftsmen  and  citizens  generally — the  dedica- 
tion of  the  monument  to  Thomas  A.  Doyle  by  the  Civic 
Authorities  of  Providence  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Masons  in  Rhode  Island.  Deeply  impressive  services 
attended  by  the  Grand  Lodge  had  been  held  at 
the  funeral  of  this  distinguished  citizen,  who  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  City  of 
Providence,  an  office  which  he  had  filled  with  signal 
ability  for  a  long  term  of  years ;  and  the  officers  of 
Grand  Lodge — Newton  D.  Arnold,  Grand  Master — 
had  rendered  the  final  Masonic  ceremonial  at  the  grave 
of  the  lamented  Past  Grand  Master,  June  14, 1880.  It 
was  nearly  three  years  later,  on  the  -id  of  June,  1889, 
that  there  was  a  great  gathering  of  people,  including 
representatives  of  the  State  and  City  Governments, 
civic  associations,  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public 
schools,  and    Grand   and    Subordinate    Lodges  of 
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Masons,  escorted  by  St.  John's  and  Calvary  Com- 
manderies  of  Providence,  the  whole  constituting  an 
imposing  procession,  arranged  in  ten  divisions,  which 
marched  through  several  of  the  streets  to  the  monu- 
ment, at  the  junction  of  Westminster  and  High 
streets,  where  platforms  had  been  placed  for  the  City 
Government  and  invited  guests,  the  public  school 
children,  who  constituted  the  choir  for  the  occasion, 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons.  The  children  sung 
several  appropriate  odes,  being  accompanied  by  Reeves' 
American  Band.  Mr.  Alfred  Stone,  Chairman  of  the 
Monument  Committee,  presided  over  the  general 
exercises  and  made  a  brief  address,  introducing  the 
artist,  Henry  Hudson  Kitson,  who,  amidst  the  ap- 
plause of  thousands  of  people,  withdrew  the  veil  that 
concealed  the  statue  and  allowed  the  assembly  to  look 
upon  the  grand  Memorial.  The  dedication  of  the 
Monument  by  Grand  Master  George  H.  Kenyon  and 
the  Grand  Officers  was  in  accordance  with  a  ritual 
service  duly  approved.  Rev.  W.  N.  Ackley,  Past 
Grand  Master,  delivered  a  Eulogy  on  Masonry,  and  # 
Hon.  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Past  Grand  Master,  gave 
the  Oration.  Bro.  Henry  R.  Barker,  Mayor  of  Provi- 
dence, also  delivered  an  address  in  accepting  the 
Monument  on  the  part  of  the  city.  The  services 
were  of  more  than  ordinary  impressiveness,  and  served, 
in  connection  with  the  conspicuous  and  beautiful 
Memorial,  to  signify  the  regard  entertained  for  him, 
thus  deservedly  honored  as  a  citizen  and  a  Mason. 

The  event  last  noticed  brings  the  history  of  Sym- 
bolic Masonry  in  Rhode  Island  almost  into  touch 
with  proceedings  and  preparations  for  the  Centennial 
Celebration  of  1891,  a  full  account  of  which  is  set 
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forth  on  other  pages  of  this  volume.  It  is  pleasant  to 
consider  the  favorable  conditions  under  which  Ma- 
sonic Lodges  and  Craftsmen  are  privileged  to  observe 
so  important  and  suggestive  an  anniversary  occasion. 
There  has  been  progress,  and  some  true  service  as 
well  all  along  the  way  of  the  past.  If  there  have  been 
difficulties,  they  have  been  met  with  a  spirit  of  faith 
and  determination,  and  so,  as  often  as  otherwise,  good 
to  the  institution,  rather  than  any  permanent  evil,  has 
resulted  therefrom.  Always  there  have  been  faithful 
workers  in  behalf  of  Masonic  interests  in  our  State; 
and  from  the  beginning  until  the  latest  period  Free- 
masonry has  been  unfolded  and  applied  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  commend  the  institution  to  minds  that 
have  given  careful  scrutiny  to  its  teachings  and 
noted  the  expression  made.  It  may  not  have  accomp- 
lished all  the  good  that  was  possible,  but  it  has  done 
something  on  the  side  of  education,  morality,  bene- 
volence, and  in  helping  to  make  more  clear  and 
binding  the  ties  of  fraternal  regard  and  true  sympathy. 
Symbolic  Masonry,  as  it  brightens  the  past,  reveals 
everlasting  truth  and  points  to  obligations  of  no  light 
order.  So  it  presents  itself  to-day,  with  all  the  pres- 
tige it  has  gathered  by  reason  of  its  power  shown  and 
services  rendered.  It  has  proven  itself  to  be  a  means 
of  culture  to  the  intellects  and  the  hearts  of  its  true 
followers.  It  has  established  itself  in  the  regions  of 
thought  and  intelligence,  of  art  and  science,  and  this 
has  been  education  in  a  most  important  sense.  It 
has  stood  for  reverence  toward  God,  for  faith,  devotion, 
and  moral  duty,  always  teaching  one  and  the  same 
lesson,  viz:  "that  as  the  Operative  Mason  works 
according  to  the  designs  laid  down  on  the  trestle- 
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board  by  the  architect,  so  the  Speculative  Mason  is  to 
be  guided  by  the  great  trestle-board  on  which  is  in- 
scribed the  revealed  will  of  God,  the  Supreme  Architect 
of  the  Universe."  It  has  organized  a  brotherhood  of 
fellowship  and  helpfulness,  uniting  men  as  "  Brethren 
of  the  Mystic  Tie  "  in  a  very  close  and  hallowed  re- 
lation ;  but  it  has  also  sounded  forth  that  grand  word 
Fraternity  as  the  bond  of  a  common  humanity,  and  by 
its  express  teachings,  as  certainly  by  its  broad,  free, 
loving  spirit,  has  given  some  force  to  the  ministries  of 
a  sweet  and  holy  charity  that  shall  yet  bless  the  whole 
human  world.  The  past  of  Freemasonry  is  bright 
and  inspiring;  that  record  stands  secure ;  for  the  work 
of  the  present,  for  "  the  future  in  the  distance  "  which 
ever  attracts  all  noble  souls,  there  is  a  call  to  the  ful- 
fillment of  all  obligations  in  the  rendering  of  the  best 
service  of  related  life.  The  mission  of  Freemasonry 
is  to  help  the  world  to  more  of  light  and  truth — to 
more  of  faith  and  love — and  that  mission  will  not  end 
until  the  world's  great  harmony  shall  be  complete,  and 
pure  affection  fill  all  hearts  and  rule  all  lives. 


UlQIIIZGO  Dy 


CHAPTER  X. 


CAPITULAR  MASONRY. 

THE  term  Capitular  Masonry  is  an  appellation  of 
American  origin  and  use,  which  serves  a  con- 
venient purpose  as  indicating  the  degrees  con- 
ferred by  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the 
United  States.  Four  degrees  are  recognized  and 
conferred  by  such  authority,  viz:  Mark,  Past,  and 
Most  Excellent  Master,  and  the  Royal  Arch.  The 
first  three  degrees  are  preparatory  to  the  fourth,  which 
holds  a  most  important  place  in  the  Masonic  system, 
and  is  generally  designated  as  the  "  Holy  Royal 
Arch." 

Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  believed  to  have  been  an 
evolution  of  the  English  system.  Just  how  or  when 
the  expressive  term  "  Royal  Arch  "  originated  is  not 
quite  clear.  It  was  used  by  Lawrence  Dermott,  who 
was  prominently  identified  with  the  Athol  Masons, 
as  early  as  1750;  and  there  are  some  grounds  for 
assuming  that  Dermott  formulated  the  degree  of  the 
Royal  Arch  from  the  scanty  materials  belonging  to 
such  a  grade  at  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
and  largely  contributed  to  the  nomenclature  and 
ritual  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  as  now  recognized. 
Chevalier  Ramsay,  who  flourished  some  years  before 
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the  time  of  Dermott,  has  been  credited  with  originat- 
ing the  Royal  Arch  degree;  but  wh^le  he  used  the 
distinctive  name,  and  constructed  and  amplified  de- 
grees and  rites,  called  Masonic,  in  a  most  extraordi- 
nary manner,  there  is  no  sufficient  proof  that  he 
produced  the  degree  in  question.  The  Masonic  sys- 
tem which  Ramsay  elaborated  may  be  supposed  to 
have  included  ritual  arrangements  and  ceremonial 
observances  somewhat  similar  to  those  belonging  to 
the  Royal  Arch  degree,  and  the  old  Lodge  at  Edin- 
burgh and  other  of  the  early  Masonic  Lodges,  may 
have  known  and  practised  something  of  his  work  in 
this  attractive  grade;  but  this  theory  rests  chiefly  on 
probabilities,  inferences,  and  traditions. 

What  we  do  know,  historically,  of  this  question  is 
that  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  made  distinctive  in 
form  and  ceremony  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  was  conferred  under  Lodge  sanction  as 
being  the  explanation  or  complement  of  the  Third 
Degree,  of  which  formerly  it  had  been,  in  substance 
at  least,  a  component  part.  The  "Ancients"  first 
recognized  and  practised  the  Royal  Arch  ceremony  as 
a  new  degree ;  and  the  41  Moderns  "  were  not  far  be- 
hind in  such  acceptance  and  use.  In  1813,  when  the 
two  rival  Grand  Lodges  came  together  and  the  two 
systems  were  merged  in  one,  the  United  Grand  Lodge 
put  forth  a  declaration,  defining  Ancient  Craft  Ma- 
sonry to  consist  of  three  degrees,  "  including  the 
Holy  Royal  Arch." 

Bro.  W.  J.  Hughan,  an  English  Masonic  writer  of 
deserved  prominence,  has  given  careful  study  to  the 
evidence  related  to  this  early  conferring  of  the  Royal 
Arch  degree.    In  a  communication  to  the  present 
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writer,  the  distinguished  Craftsman  expresses  his 
opinion  that  the  recently  discovered  record  of  Fred- 
ericksburg Lodge,  Virginia,  furnishes  evidence  of  the 
earliest  known  conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree: 
Bro.  Hughan  writes  as  follows  : 

•4  My  point  is  this,  that  though  the  Royal  Arch  is  referred  to  in 
//////,  A.  D.,  1744,  and  in  the  "  Ancient"  Grand  Lodge  Minutes  of 
A.  D.,  1752,  the  entry  of  Dec.  22d,  1753,  in  the  Minute  Book 
of  the  Fredericksburg  Lodge,  Statu  of  Virginia,  is  the  earliest 
record  of  the  Degree  being  conferred,  ///  the  world!  Until  its 
discovery  by  Bro.  S.  J.  Quinn,  and  noted  in  his  History  of  this 
old  Lodge,  no  minute  of  the  Degree  being  conferred  was  known 
to  exist  of  an  older  date  than  1762  (at  York,  England),  and  the 
oldest  in  America  was  still  later." 

Wm.  James  Hughan. 

Torquay,  England,  Sept.,  iSyi. 

This  record  of  the  Fredericksburg  Lodge  seems 
well  authenticated.  It  shows  that  on  December  22, 
1753,  three  Craftsmen  whose  names  are  given — 
Daniel  Campbell,  Robert  Halkerston  and  Alexander 
Wood  row — passed  through  the  ceremonies  of  the 
Royal  Arch  degree.  In  the  nature  of  things,  how- 
ever, it  is  most  likely  that  the  degree  had  been  recog- 
nized in  England  and  occasionally  conferred  there, 
perhaps  in  this  country  also,  before  the  date  namgd. 

As  already  indicated,  the  degree  of  the  Royal  Arch 
was  originally  conferred  in  Masonic  Lodges  or  by 
Lodge  sanction  in  a  Chapter  attached  thereto.  It 
was  held  that  the  Lodge  was  the  primary  source  of 
authority;  and  the  Grand  Lodge  was  supposed  of 
right  to  control  the  whole  system  of  Freemasonry. 
It  was  an  averment  of  the  old  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  that  "the  Grand  Lodge 
is  the  only  true  and  legitimate  source  of  Masonic 
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authority."  As  illustrating  this  claim  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  that  jurisdiction,  in  1795,  gave  its  per- 
mission to  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Chapter  within 
the  State.  Before  that  time,  from  about  the  middle 
of  the  century  until  after  the  close  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  Masonic  Lodges  in  Philadelphia,  as  well 
as  elsewhere,  had  occasionally  conferred  the  Royal 
Arch  degree.  The  same  rule  was  given  prevailing 
force  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  St. 
Andrew's  Lodge  of  Boston  conferred  the  degree  of 
Royal  Arch  as  early  as  1762;  and  in  1768  a  Chapter 
organization  was  formed,  having  a  special  code  of  by- 
laws for  its  government ;  but  this  new  organization 
was  designated  as  the  "  Royal  Arch  Lodge,"  contin- 
uing to  be  known  by  that  name  until  1707.  It  had 
no  separate  warrant  at  the  first,  but  held  its  meetings 
and  enacted  its  ceremonies  under  the  sanction  of  the 
regular  charter  of  St.  Andrew's  Lodge. 

In  Newburyport,  Mass,  New  York  City,  and  at  Provi- 
dence and  Newport,  as  well  as  other  localities  where 
Masonic  Lodges  had  been  established  for  a  consider- 
able period,  there  is  evidence  that  the  brethren  had 
cultivated  the  degree  of  the  Royal  Arch,  including 
more  or  less  of  other  degrees  held  to  be  preparatory 
to  that  distinctive  grade,  not  thinking  it  essential  to 
secure  any  other  authorization  than  the  Lodge  war- 
rant. Just  what  the  ritual  was  in  those  early  days 
cannot  be  determined.  The  ceremony  of  the  Royal 
Arch  no  doubt  presented  many  of  the  features  of  the 
present  system  ;  but  the  degrees  preparatory  thereto 
— Mark  Master,  Past  Master,  Most  Excellent  Master 
— were  either  unknown  or  set  forth  in  quite  different 
rendering  from  the  modern  method.    Bro.  Wm.  S. 
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Gardner,  in  his  address  given  at  the  celebration  of  the 
Centennial  Anniversary  of  St.  Andrew's  Chapter, 
Boston,  September  29,  1869,  affirms  his  conviction 
that  the  degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master  was  un- 
known in  St.  Andrew's  Chapter  until  the  second  visit 
of  Thomas  Smith  Webb  to  that  body— October  27, 
1797.  Bro.  Gardner  quotes  the  record  which  is  as 
follows : 

October  21,  1797.  The  Chapter  met  and  voted,  "That 
Thomas  S.  Webb  and  John  Hanmer,  our  respected  Companions 
from  Temple  Chapter,  Albany,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  requested 
to  preside  ;  they  accordingly  did,  and  opened  the  Most  Ex- 
cellent Master's  Degree,  and  conferred  the  same  after  their 
manner  on  Companions  Jonathan  Gage,  and  Joshua  Greenleaf, 
of  Newburybort  Chapter.  Opened  on  the  7th,  and  a  lesson  was 
communicated  by  Companions  Webb  and  Hanmer. 

It  is  a  matter  of  suggestive  notice  that  immediately 
following  this  visit  of  Webb  and  Hanmer  there  is  a 
change  in  the  phraseology  of  the  records  of  Saint 
Andrews  Chapter,  modern  terms  being  used  to 
describe  the  work.  Thus  it  is  recorded,  as  it  was  not 
previously,  that  the  candidate  was  advanced  to  the 
degree  of  Mark  Master;  passed  the  chair;  was  re- 
ceived and  acknowledged  Most  Excellent  Master;  and 
was  exalted  to  the  Sublime  degree  of  the  Royal  Arch. 

Undoubtedly  many  and  important  changes  in  ritual 
and  methods  followed  the  visits  of  Webb  to  Boston 
at  the  time  noted ;  but  the  records  of  Providence 
Chapter  establish  the  fact  that  the  degree  of  Most 
Excellent  Master  was  conferred  by  that  body  soon 
after  its  formation,  in  179.'),  as  were  also  the  other 
degrees  preparatory  to  the  Royal  Arch.  The  thought 
of  the  present  writer  is  that  all  the  degrees  included 
in  the  American  system  of  Capitular  Masonry  were 
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known  in  name  and  substance  before  the  time  of 
Webb,  who  deserves  credit,  however,  for  recasting 
them,  adding  to  and  subtracting  from  the  forms  and 
text,  and  so  putting  his  own  impress  on  the  rituals 
that  there  is  no  impropriety  in  calling  the  American 
system  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  by  his  name.  Webb's 
Monitor  has  been  the  text  book  for  the  Chapter  since 
its  first  issue  in  1797;  and  reference  to  the  first  edition 
of  that  work  shows  that  Capitular  Masonry  was  ar- 
ranged at  that  time  in  close  accord  with  the  present 
American  system.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  Webb's 
work  of  recasting  and  developing  had  been  done 
within  five  or  six  years,  for  his  connection  with  Free- 
masonry had  not  exceeded  that  length  of  time.  All 
the  more  surprising  does  it  seem  that  he  succeeded  so 
well  in  what  he  undertook  of  ritual  construction  and 
extension. 

From  the  old  Masonic  Lodges  in  Rhode  Island 
came  the  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction, 
prior  to  the  organization  of  Providence  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  in  179o.  That  there  was  a  good  deal  of  in- 
formality connected  with  the  conferring  of  these 
advanced  degrees  will  not  be  questioned.  The 
method  of  procedure  was  poorly  calculated  to  give 
them  prominence  or  permanence.  Earnest  brethren 
desiring  the  expansion  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  had 
already  set  about  forming  distinctive  organizations. 
As  yet  no  Grand  Chapter  had  been  established ;  but 
Washington  Chapter  of  New  York  claimed  to  be  the 
"  Mother  Chapter,"  and,  "  by  virtue  of  the  power  to  us 
regularly  committed,"  issued  Charters  to  several 
bodies  of  Royal  Arch  Masons.  To  this  "  Mother 
Chapter, "  request  for  a  Charter  was  made  by  certain 
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members  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  who  had  associated 
themselves  together  for  the  cultivation  of  the  degree 
of  the  Royal  Arch.  The  Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge, 
Providence,  Bro.  Daniel  Stillwell,  was  sent  to  New 
York  to  represent  the  Companions  and  obtain  author- 
ity for  opening  a  regular  Chapter.  A  very  interest- 
ing statement  of  the  result  of  his  mission,  and  of  pro- 
ceedings consequent  upon  its  success,  appears  in  the 
first  Record  Book  of  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 
The  following  are  important  extracts  : 

"On  Saturday  Evening,  Oct.  5,  5793.  A  number  of  Brethren 
of  Sublime  Degrees  in  Masonry,  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge, 
No.  1,  Providence,  assembled  in  the  Council  Chamber." 

44  Our  Right  Worshipful  Brother  Stillwell  presented  a  Dispen- 
sation from  the  Washington  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  in 

■ 

New  York,  empowering  him,  with  Brethren  Thomas  W.  Moore, 
John  Warner.  Jonathan  Donnison,  Jacob  Smith,  and  others  of 
the  Sublime  Degree  here,  to  convene  a  Chapter  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  under  the  style  of  "The  Providence  Royal  Arch 
Chapter." 

"In  this  instrument  the  Brethren  whose  names  follow,  are 
appointed  to  the  offices  affixed  to  them,  viz  :  M.  W.  Daniel 
Stillwell,  H.  P.;  W.  Thomas  W.  Moore,  K.;  W.  Jonathan  Donni- 
son, S.;  W.  John  Warner.  R.  A.  C;  W.  Jacob  Smith,  Z." 

"Our  Most  Worshipful  having  suggested,  that  in  order  to 
confer  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the 
Brethren  who  were  candidates  for  the  same,  should  previously 
be  initiated  in  the  three  degrees  which  were  between  that  of 
Master  Mason  and  the  Royal  Arch,  and  to  accomplish  the  busi- 
ness as  soon  as  possible,  proposed  the  immediate  opening  of  a 
Lodge  for  that  purpose,  which  was  done  accordingly." 

"Present,  Most  Worshipful  Daniel  Stillwell,  Master,  Wor- 
shipful Jonathan  Donnison,  Senior  Warden,  Worshipful  Jacob 
Smith,  Junior  Warden,  Brother  William  Magee." 

"And  the  Brethren  whose  names  follow,  after  due  preparation 
were  regularly  initialed  in  the  degrees  of  Master  Mark.  Past 
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Master,  and  Most  Excellent  Master,  viz  :  Jeremiah  F.  Jenkins, 
John  Carlile,  2d,  Samuel  Snow,  Bennett  Wheeler,  John  Francis, 
and  William  Wilkinson. 

The  Lodge  was  then  regularly  closed. 

B.  Wheeler,  Secretary." 

It  is  clearly  evident  that  Bro.  Stillwell  and  the 
other  original  members  had  taken  the  three  degrees 
between  Master  Mason  and  Royal  Arch,  although 
probably  attaching  no  considerable  importance  to 
them.  It  also  seems  a  just  inference  that  these  pre- 
paratory degrees  were  recognized  as  of  some  conse- 
quence by  Washington  Chapter  granting  the  dispen- 
sation, otherwise  the  terms  of  requirement  would  not 
•  have  been  as  stated.  Doubtless,  as  heretofore  ex- 
plained, these  three  degrees  were  quite  unlike  the 
degrees  which  Webb  soon  afterwards  promulgated  to 
such  general  acceptance. 

Although  the  date  of  the  warrant  was  September 
3,  1793,  the  formal  constituting  of  the  new  organiza- 
tion did  not  take  place  until  the  following  Novem- 
ber. Another  extract  from  the  Record  Book  has  in- 
terest, not  only  as  being  an  official  declaration  con- 
cerning an  important  proceeding,  but  likewise  as 
designating  some  of  the  brethren  present  by  peculiar 
titles  of  Masonic  and  other  distinction,  and  also  by 
the  statement  made  acknowledging  the  brethren  of 
Newport  as  members  of  the  Chapter.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  record  : 

"In  perpetua  rei  menioria, 

PkoviDENCK,  November  23,  5793. 

And  the  light  shone  in  darkness,  and  the  darkness  compre- 
hended it  not." 

"Our  worthy  and  respectable  Brethren  from  Newport,  viz., 
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Right  Worshipful  Moses  Seixas,  45th  degree,  or  Deputy  Inspec- 
tor General  of  Masonry  in  and  throughout  the  State,  and  Mas- 
ter of  St.  John's  Lodge,  in  Newport,  the  Worshipful  Peleg 
Clarke,  or  Knight  of  the  Sun,  and  Senior  Warden  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  this  State,  and  the  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Moore,  20th  de- 
gree, or  Knight  of  the  Sun,  and  Consul  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 
in  this  State,  having  this  day  cheerfully  attended  at  the  Council 
Chamber,  in  this  town,  agreeably  to  invitation,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  assisting  in  the  formation  of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter, 
the  Brethren  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree  here,  with  the  Brethren 
aforesaid,  and  our  worthy  Brother  Samuel  Stearns,  7th  degree, 
Royal  Arch  (who  also  attended  by  invitation)  proceeded  to 
open  and  consecrate  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  by  the  name  of 
"  The  Providence  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,"  under  the 
Dispensation  from  the  Most  Worshipful  Washington  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  New  York,  dated  September  3d,  Anno 
Lucis,  five  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three.  And  it 
is  considered,  acknowledged  and  understood,  that  our  worthy 
Brethren  aforesaid,  viz:  Moses  Seixas,  Peleg  Clarke,  Thos.  W. 
Moore,  and  Samuel  Stearns,  are  members  of  said  Chapter." 
"Present,  Most  Worshipful  Daniel  Stillwell,  H.  P.,  Worshipful 
Thomas  W.  Moore,  K.,  Worshipful  Jonathan  Donnison,  S., 
Right  Worshipful  Moses  Seixas,  R.  A.  C,  Worshipful  Peleg 
Clarke,  Z.,  Samuel  Stearns,  7th  D.  R.  A.,  Daniel  Dailey,  7th 
D.  R.  A." 

"  The  Brethren  whose  names  follow,  after  having  been  duly 
prepared,  were  admitted  to  the  honors  of  the  Royal  Arch  De- 
gree, viz. 

Jeremiah  F.  Jenkins,  Samuel  Snow,  John  Carlile,  2d,  Bennett 
Wheeler,  William  Wilkinson,  William  Magee,  Gershom  Jones, 
Ephraim  Bowen,  Jr.,  Caleb  Ormsbee." 

"The  Chapter  was  then  closed  with  the  usual  solemnities. 

B.  Whu  i.kk,  Secretary  P.  77' 

One  entry  in  the  Chapter  records  of  the  following 
year  is  specially  suggestive  : 

"  July  8,  1794.  Voted,  that  sixteen  shillings  each  be  repaid 
to  Bro.  Jos.  S.  Barker  and  Wm.  Page,  by  the  Treasurer,  this 
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being  a  deduction  on  account  of  their  being  possessed  of  one 
of  the  preparatory  degrees  before  admission  here." 

This  entry  is  confirmatory  of  the  view  taken  in  re- 
gard to  the  early  conferring  of  the  degrees  and  the 
comparatively  slight  estimation  in  which  those  from 
Master  Mason  to  Royal  Arch  were  held.  Under 
Chapter  control  they  soon  came  to  be  regarded  as  of 
more  importance. 

Two  brethren  received  the  degrees  in  Providence 
Chapter  during  the  first  years  of  its  establishment 
who  became  prominent  among  Masons  and  in  the 
community.  Samuel  Eddy,  then  recently  graduated 
from  Brown  University,  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
son, April  24,  1795.  He  was  for  twenty-one  years 
successively,  Secretary  of  State,  served  in  the  Na- 
tional Congress  for  several  terms,  and  subsequently 
was  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode 
Island.  Rev.  Abraham  L.  Clarke,  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College,  came  to  Providence  in  his  twenty-second 
year,  1792,  and  was  Rector  of  St.  Johns  Church  in 
that  city  from  the  date  named  until  the  year  1800 
when  he  removed  to  Bristol,  R.  I.  He  was  ardently 
attached  to  Freemasonry,  and  for  many  years  offi- 
ciated as  Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island.  He  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
in  Providence  Chapter,  May  11,1796;  and  in  Febru- 
ary of  the  year  following,  1797,  was  elected  High 
Priest  of  the  Chapter,  which  office  he  filled  with  great 
acceptance  until  succeeded  by  Thomas  Smith  Webb, 
in  1801. 

A  code  of  By-Laws  was  adopted  by  Providence 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  on  the  9th  of  January,  1794. 
The  following  selections  from  that  first  code  of  gov- 
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ernment  show  many  features  of  contrast  between  the 
early  rules  and  those  of  modern  times. 

Article  i.  This  Chapter  shall  be  regularly  convened  four 
times  in  each  year,  viz.,  on  the  second  Tuesday  evenings  in 
January,  April,  July  and  October  ;  and  at  such  other  times  as 
the  M.  \V.  High  Priest  shall  permit. 

Art.  2.  No  Brother  shall  be  eligible  to  be  balloted  for  to 
receive  the  honors  of  this  Chapter,  until  he  has  attained  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years  ;  nor  unless  he  has  been  a  Mason  two  years, 
one  of  which,  at  least,  he  must  have  been  a  Master  ;  and  whose 
character  as  a  man  and  a  Mason  is  unimpeachable  ;  and  who 
has,  during  the  time  of  his  being  a  Brother,  shown,  by  a  regular 
attendance  at  Lodge,  and  on  other  occasions,  that  he  is  a  real 
friend  to  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  the  Craft. 

Art.  3.  No  Brother  other  than  a  member  shall  propose  any 
Brother  for  the  honors  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree;  and  the 
nomination  shall  be  lost,  except  seconded  by  another  member, 
who  shall  likewise  vouch  for  the  character  of  the  candidate. 
The  nomination  to  take  place  at  any  meeting  for  conferring  the 
preparatory  degrees,  or  in  a  regular  Chapter,  and  the  time  of 
balloting  shall  be  noted  on  the  tickets  of  the  evening. 

Art.  4.  For  the  three  preparatory  degrees  eight  dollars, 
and  for  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  fourteen  dollars,  shall  be  paid 
down  on  the  table  before  the  ballot  be  taken,  which  fourteen 
dollars  shall  include  the  expense  of  a  Sash  and  Apron  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  Treasurer  according  to  the  pattern  agreed  on. 
The  monies  so  advanced  shall  be  returned  in  case  the  candidate 
is  negatived.  *    *  * 

Art.  5.    Not  more  than  three  shall  receive  the  honors  of 
this  Chapter  at  one  meeting,  nor  shall  more  than  the  prepara- 
tory degrees  be  conferred  in  one  night,  except  by  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  members  present,  on  pressing  occasions. 
*  *  *  "         *  *  *  * 

Art.  ii.  Nothing  shall  be  introduced  in  the  ceremonies  or 
government  of  this  Chapter,  which  has  the  least  reference  what- 
ever to  any  particular  sect  of  religion. 

The  following  names  are  subscribed  to  these  By- 
Laws  in  the  first  book  of  the  Chapter  records.  They 
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include  the  names  of  Companions  who  were  original 
members  and  others  who  came  into  the  organization 
within  the  first  ten  years  of  its  existence :  Daniel 
Stillwell,  John  Francis,  John  Carlile,  2d,  Jeremiah  F. 
Jenkins,  Bennett  Wheeler,  Samuel  Snow,  Gershom 
Jones,  William  Wilkinson,  Caleb  Ormsbee,  Ephraim 
Bowen,  Jr.,  Moses  Seixas,  Thomas  P.  Moore,  John 
Warner,  William  F.  Magee,  Peleg  Clarke,  Samuel 
Stearns,  Nicholas  Hoppin,  Seth  Wheaton,  Seril 
Dodge,  Samuel  Eddy,  Zebediah  Farnam,  Charles 
Jencks,  Consider  Sterry,  Joseph  Huntington,  Reu- 
ben Champion,  Edward  Tudor,  Abraham  L.  Clarke, 
Joseph  Tillinghast,  Nathan  Fisher,  George  Weeden, 
Phillip  Martin,  Samuel  Allen,  Nathan  Smith,  John 
Whipple,  Seth  Padelford,  Samuel  Fales,  William  A. 
Crocker,  Stephen  Randal,  Ezekiel  Burr,  Ebenezer 
Tyler,  2d,  Oliver  Earle,  George  Earle,  Benjamin 
E.  Gorton,  John  Bowers,  Samuel  Wheaton,  Thomas 
S.  Webb,  Michael  Anthony,  Samuel  Druce,  Amos 
Troop  Jenckes,  Abner  Mosher,  Bemon  Dunn,  Ste- 
phen Gano. 

Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  one  of  nine 
Chapters  represented  in  a  Convocation  held  at  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  January  24,  1708,  which  established  a 
Grand  Body  "  to  have  jurisdiction  over  the  States  of 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut, Vermont  and  New  York,"  the  designation 
of  the  newly  formed  organization  being  "Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  the  Northern  States  of  America." 
The  organic  life  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States  dates  from  this  Convention,  of  which 
Companions  Abraham  L.  Clarke  and  William  Wil- 
kinson, of  Rhode  Island,  were  influential  members. 
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The  action  taken  at  Hartford  was  approved  hy  Prov- 
idence Chapter,  and  in  accordance  with  a  recommen- 
dation there  made  steps  were  soon  taken  to  establish 
a  "  Deputy  Grand  Chapter "  for  the  Rhode  Island 
jurisdiction.  Such  a  body  was  established  March  12, 
1798,  being  merged  the  year  following  into  the  organ- 
ization since  designated  as  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Rhode  Island.  In  the  preamble  to  the  Constitution, 
adopted  March  12,  1709,  declaration  is  made  that  the 
"  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations  "  has  been  duly 
organized  "agreeably  to  the  Second  Article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter."  Com- 
panion Moses  Seixas  was  the  First  Grand  High 
Priest,  being  succeeded,  in  1804,  by  Thomas  Smith 
Webb,  who  remained  at  the  head  of  the  Grand  Hody 
for  eleven  years. 

In  January,  1799,  the  General  Grand  Chapter  con- 
vened in  Providence,  and  its  members  were  the  recip- 
ients of  marked  courtesies  at  the  hands  of  brethren 
belonging  to  Providence  Chapter.  A  public  dinner 
was  given  at  Mr.  Aldrich  s,  to  which  place  "  the  offi- 
cers and  members,  and  all  the  Royal  Arch  Masons 
in  town  walked  in  procession."  The  legislation  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  at  this  meeting  was  of  con- 
siderable importance.  As  might  be  inferred,  Thomas 
Smith  Webb,  who  had  already  arranged  to  change  his 
residence  from  Albany  to  Providence,  was  the  most 
active  and  potent  force  in  the  Convocation.  A  revis- 
ion of  the  Constitution  was  adopted  in  which  clearer 
lines  were  drawn  between  Lodges  and  Chapters,  and 
also  between  Chapters  and  Grand  Chapters  ;  and  the 
rules  then  approved  and  principles  enunciated,  ema- 
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nating  for  the  most  part  from  the  mind  hi  Webb, 
may  be  regarded  as  fundamental  to  the  expression 
and  government  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  United 
States. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  amended  Constitution 
officers  were  elected  for  a  term  of  seven  years.  Thos. 
Smith  Webb,  then  announced  as  of  Rhode  Island, 
was  elected  General  Grand  Scribe,  and  Rev.  Abra- 
ham L.  Clarke,  of  the  same  jurisdiction,  General 
Grand  Chaplain. 

It  was  sometime  during  the  year  1709  that  Webb 
took  up  his  residence  in  Providence,  becoming  at 
once  active  and  prominent  in  the  Masonic  organiza- 
tion of  the  jurisdiction  in  which  he  had  established 
his  home.  The  records  of  Providence  Chapter  show 
that  he  presided  in  that  body  at  several  meetings  in 
1799  and  1800,  being  called  upon  to  do  so  by  the 
High  Priest,  Companion  Clarke.  Webb  served  on 
Committees  of  the  Chapter  in  the  first  named  of 
these  years,  and  the  transfer  of  his  membership  from 
Temple  Chapter,  Albany,  to  the  Chapter  in  Provi- 
dence, was  doubtless  consummated  previous  to  his 
accepting  such  service.  Be  this  as  it  may,  he  was 
duly  elected  High  Priest  of  Providence  Chapter,  Feb. 
10,  1801,  holding  the  office  and  fulfilling  its  duties 
during  1801  and  1802.  At  the  annual  meeting  in 
November,  1802,  he  declined  longer  service  as  High 
Priest  of  Providence  Chapter,  and  was  succeeded 
by  John  Carlile.  His  connection  with  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  and  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode 
Island  continued,  and  the  demands  made  upon  his 
thought  and  time  in  the  interests  of  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sonry were  greatly  increased.     The  record  of  the 
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Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  shows  that  Webb 
was  present  and  generally  presided  at  the  meetings 
of  that  body  from  1799  to  1804,  and  that  in  the  last 
named  year  he  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  suc- 
ceeding Moses  Seixas,  who  but  rarely  had  attended 
the  meetings  of  the  body  even  while  at  its  head. 
Webb,  who  held  the  office  from  1804  to  1815,  ad- 
ministered the  affairs  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the 
jurisdiction  with  conspicuous  energy  and  ability.  He 
retired  from  the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest  on  his 
removal  from  the  State  in  1815. 

Royal  Arch  Masonry  was  exceedingly  prosperous 
in  Rhode  Island  during  the  early  period  of  its  or- 
ganic life.  Providence  Chapter,  from  the  first  a 
flourishing  body,  had  a  steady  growth  in  numbers 
and  influence.  There  were  Royal  Arch  Masons  in 
Newport,  Bristol,  Warren,  Pawtucket,  Cumberland, 
Glocester  and  other  places,  who  were  anxious  to 
bring  about  organizations  of  Capitular  Masonry  in 
their  respective  localities.  At  the  Quarterly  Convo- 
cation of  the  Grand  Chapter,  September  18,  1806, 
the  following  action  was  taken  : 

ftcsohtu/,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  from  Newport, 
praying  for  a  Charter  from  this  Grand  Chapter  for  the  institut- 
ing a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  by  the  name  of  Hiram's  Chapter,  No. 
2,  be  granted. 

The  new  Chapter,  thus  authorized,  was  duly  con- 
stituted a  little  time  afterward  by  Grand  High  Priest 
Webb,  having  the  assistance  of  the  officers  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  in  such  service  of  constitution.  It 
took  the  name  of  Newport  Chapter,  however,  instead 
of  the  designation  first  proposed. 

Preliminary  steps  were  taken  soon  afterward  to 
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effect  organization  in  Warren,  Bristol  and  Glocester. 
Authority  was  granted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  in 
1806,  to  form  a  Mark  Masters'  Lodge  in  Bristol, 
and  the  dispensation  was  continued  for  a  number  of 
years.  Bristol  Mark  Lodge  made  returns  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  and  was  represented  in  its  meetings 
until  shortly  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Anti- 
Masonic  storm.  About  the  year  1825  the  Mark 
Masters'  Lodge  was  merged  into  Hope  Chapter, 
which,  after  remaining  for  some  time  in  a  dormant 
condition,  was  formally  re-organized  and  Chartered, 
February  18,  1869,  as  Hope  Chapter,  No.  6.  In  1807 
a  dispensation  was  issued  for  a  Mark  Masters'  Lodge 
in  Glocester,  but  no  permanent  organization  seems  to 
have  been  effected  under  the  authority  given. 

Temple  Chapter,  of  Warren,  was  organized  soon 
after  the  date  of  constituting  Newport  Chapter;  but 
the  first  named  body  continued  to  work  "  under  dis- 
pensation "  for  several  years.  Its  Charter  was  voted 
by  Grand  Chapter,  March  18,  1817,  and  the  cere- 
mony of  constitution  took  place  on  the  2od  of  June, 
of  that  year.  Grand  High  Priest  John  Carlile,  con- 
ducted the  service,  the  public  being  admitted.  Tem- 
ple Chapter  stands  No.  3,  on  the  registry  of  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

In  1816  a  dispensation  was  granted  to  "sundry 
brethren  in  Pawtucket  "  empowering  them  to  organ- 
ize a  Mark  Masters'  Lodge  in  that  place;  two  years 
later,  July  30,  1819,  a  dispensation  was  granted  to 
Pawtucket  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  in  which  the  first 
named  organization  was  merged.  Pawtucket  Chap- 
ter, No.  4,  was  formally  constituted  by  the  Grand 
Chapter,  specially  convened,  on  May  21,  1820.  The 
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following  is  the  record  as  it  was  made  by  the  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  Companion  Silvanus 
Tingley : 

"  Pawtucket  R.  A.  Chapter  being  fully  attended  by  its  officers 
&  members,  a  procession  was  formed  which  proceeded  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Blake's  Meeting  House,  where  an  excellent  Masonick 
Discourse  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Chaplain  Bates.  After 
the  usual  exercises,  M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  Wilkinson,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  other  Grand  Officers,  constituted  Pawtucket  Chap- 
ter, and  installed  its  officers  in  ancient  form  ;  when  the  proces- 
sion was  again  formed  and  marched  to  Nelson's  Hotel,  at  which 
place  they  partook  of  an  excellent  dinner  prepared  for  the  occa- 
sion." 

In  1824  a  Mark  Masters'  Lodge  was  established  in 
Cumberland,  the  following  suggestive  minute  appear- 
ing in  the  Record  Book  of  the  Grand  Chapter  under 
date  of  June  15,  1825: 

"  Agreeably  to  a  vote  passed  at  the  annual  meeting  a  Dispen- 
sation has  been  executed  &  delivered  to  sundry  Brethren  of 
Cumberland  bearing  date  March  27,  A.  L.  5824,  empowering 
them  to  open  a  Mark  Master's  Lodge  in  that  place  by  the  name 
or  title  of  Cumberland  Mark  Master's  Lodge,  No.  2  ;  whereof 
Br.  James  Whipple  to  officiate  as  first  Master,  Br.  Jeremiah 
Whipple,  as  first  S.  Warden,  and  Br.  Joseph  Whipple,  3d,  as  first 
J.  Warden,  until  our  next  annual  meeting  ;  for  which  Dispensa- 
tion received  of  Brother  Jeremiah  Whipple  by  Note  on  interest, 
the  usual  fee  of  20  Dollars." 

Beneath  this  minute  by  the  Grand  Secretary  is  the 
signature  of  Jason  Williams,  Grand  Treasurer,  who 
acknowledges  receipt  of  the  note. 

The  Cumberland  organization,  which  was  started 
but  a  little  time  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Anti- 
Masonic  excitement,  maintained  a  nominal  existence 
for  a  few  years,  but  was  unable  ro  preserve  its  organic 
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life  under  the  discouraging  conditions  that  were  soon 
made  evident. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  writing  there  is  no  need 
of  describing  at  length  the  situation  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  Rhode  Island  during  the  long  and  trying 
period  when  popular  feeling  was  so  strong  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  whole  system  of  Freemasonry  and  to  all 
forms  of  its  organic  expression.  It  is  sufficient  to 
say  that  the  Chapter  suffered  with  the  Lodge ;  there 
was  a  falling  off  in  members  and  resources,  little  or 
no  work  was  done  for  almost  twenty  years,  though 
Providence  Chapter  held  meetings  with  considerable 
frequency  and  some  of  the  other  bodies  representing 
the  Capitular  degrees  met  occasionally,  and  the  result 
was  a  serious  decline  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  not 
only  in  prestige  and  general  favor,  but  in  numbers 
and  resources.  In  the  main  there  was  a  staunch  ad- 
herence to  the  institution  by  members  of  Chapters, 
but  a  depressed  feeling  weighed  upon  Companions, 
few  of  whom  cared  to  take  office  in  either  the  Subor- 
dinate bodies  or  the  Grand  Chapter.  A  few  loyal, 
determined  members  had  to  bear  the  financial  bur- 
den, as  well  as  shape  the  action  called  for  to  meet 
the  assaults  of  unscrupulous  opponents. 

At  the  request  of  the  Legislative  Committee,  ap- 
pointed by  the  General  Assembly  to  investigate  the 
charges  made  against  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  Provi- 
dence Chapter  furnished  to  said  Committee  the  forms 
of  obligation  belonging  to  the  Capitular  ritual,  and 
reported  its  action  in  so  doing  to  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter. This  was  in  1832.  The  Grand  Chapter  at  its 
next  session  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider  what 
alterations  should  be  made  in  the  obligations,  and 
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authorized  the  Committee  to  report  to  the  Subor- 
dinate Chapters,  "  as  soon  as  may  be."  Possibly  some 
changes  in  the  obligations  were  made  at  that  time. 

In  1840,  at  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  a  Committee  was  appointed  "  to  make  en- 
quiry into  the  standing  of  all  Mark  Lodges  and  Chap- 
ters under  this  jurisdiction  which  have  not  of  late 
been  represented  in  this  Grand  Chapter."  The  ac- 
tion thus  taken  was  significant  of  returning  interest; 
but  it  was  not  until  five  years  later,  1845,  that  the 
delinquent  bodies  were  communicated  with  in  a  direct 
attempt  to  secure  their  respective  re-organization. 
Companion  William  Field,  then  Grand  High  Priest, 
gave  his  personal  attention  to  this  matter  and  ob- 
tained assurances  favorable  to  a  revival  of  several  of 
the  bodies.  At  the  meeting  of  Grand  Chapter  in 
Providence,  June  10,  1845,  the  following  action  was 
taken : 

"Vott-ti,  That  the  Warren,  Bristol  and  Newport  R.  A.  Chapters, 
be  requested  to  make  a  report  at  the  Annual  Communication  of 
the  Gr'd  Chapter  in  March  next,  and  the  G'd  Sec'ty  be  requested 
to  send  a  copy  of  this  vote  to  said  Chapters." 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  on  May  7,  1840,  a  spe- 
cial convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  held  at 
Newport,  on  which  occasion  the  officers  of  Newport 
Chapter  were  inducted  into  their  several  stations  of 
orifice,  the  Grand  High  Priest  directing  the  installing 
service.  By  vote  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Newport 
Chapter,  No.  2,  ik  was  restored  to  all  its  rights  and 
privileges." 

At  the  session  of  Grand  Chapter,  held  June  8, 
1S47,  although  but  two  Chapters  were  represented — 
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Providence  and  Newport — considerable  business  was 
transacted  signifying  hope  on  the  part  of  members. 

A  Committee  consisting  of  Companions  Moses 
Richardson,  James  Salsbury,  and  Cyrus  B.  Manches- 
ter, presented  a  brief  report  on  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence which  was  included  in  the  Abstract  of  Proceed- 
ings of  Grand  Chapter  printed  that  year.  The  Com- 
mittee  took  ground  against  a  recommendation  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  made  in  1844,  to  the  effect 
that  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  come  un- 
der the  rule  of  State  Grand  Chapters.  The  Commit- 
tee s  conclusion  was  this : 

"  The  Degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  its  forms, 
officers,  ceremonies,  &c,  are  all  unknown  to  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sonry, and  to  all  the  degrees  in  the  Chapters.  To  add  the 
councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  therefore,  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  State  Grand  Chapters,  would  be  to  add  to  them  a 
foreign  body,  and  not  only  to  give  them  the  right,  but  make  it 
to  them  a  duty  to  prescribe  laws  and  rules,  and  modes,  and 
forms,  and  lectures,  for  an  institution  of  which  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons, as  such,  know  nothing,  and  of  which  they  are  under  no 
obligation  to  learn  anything.  We  hold  all  this  to  be  inconsis- 
tent, if  not  absurd,  and  therefore  hold  that  councils  of  Roval 
and  Select  Masters  be  left  to  themselves,  to  manage  their  own, 
after  their  own  views  of  Masonic  propriety." 

The  Committee's  position  thus  affirmed  appears  to 
have  been  the  opinion  generally  entertained  at  the 
lime  the  report  was  presented;  but  going  back  to  the 
record  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
held  in  Providence,  March  ID,  1833,  a  somewhat  dif- 
fering judgment  is  shown,  as  follows: 

"  Voted,  Unanimously,  That  this  Grand  R.  A.  Chapter  Approve 
of  the  connection  of  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter  Provi- 
dence Council  of  Royal  &  Select  Masters." 
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After  the  year  1850  there  were  more  and  brighter 
assurances  of  the  revival  of  Masonic  organizations 
in  Rhode  Island  —  of  Chapters  as  well  as  Lodges. 
At  the  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  held 
in  Providence,  March  11,  1851,  four  Chapters  were 
represented,  each  of  which  reported  several  candi- 
dates admitted  and  advanced  during  the  year  covered 
by  the  returns  made.  The  returns  of  Temple  Chap- 
ter, No.  3,  of  Warren,  showed  seven  candidates  and 
fees  of  twenty-one  dollars,  and  the  same  paid  to  the 
Grand  Treasurer.  Royal  Arch  Masons  were  encour- 
aged, meetings  were  more  numerously  attended,  new 
equipment  and  paraphernalia  were  provided  for  the 
rendering  of  the  ceremonies  by  the  several  bodies, 
and  more  attention  was  given  to  the  work.  In  this 
connection  allusion  may  be  made  to  a  visit  paid  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island,  convened  in  Provi- 
dence, June  21,  1851,  by  M.  E.  Companion  R.  P. 
Dunlap,  then  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Chapter,  and  E.  Companion  Stephen 
Lovell,  General  Grand  Lecturer.  The  forenoon,  af- 
ternoon and  evening  were  devoted  to  an  inspection 
of  the  work  and  lectures  44  as  practiced  in  this  juris- 
diction," and  in  communicating  instruction  respecting 
the  several  degrees,  by  the  distinguished  visitors. 
The  record  declares  the  meeting  to  have  been  one  of 
exceeding  profit,  and  agreeable  to  the  brethren. 

At  the  Semi-Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  held  in  What  Cheer  Building,  Providence, 
September  8,  1857,  a  petition  was  received  from  fif- 
teen Companions  asking  for  the  formation  of  a  Chap- 
ter in  Woonsocket,  to  be  designated  Union  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  No.  5.    The  petitioners  recommended 
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Companion  Samuel  Greene  for  appointment  as  High 
Priest,  Companion  George  I.  Wardwell  as  King,  and 
Companion  Peter  Place  as  Scribe.  A  Dispensation 
was  issued  in  accordance  with  the  request.  On 
March  9,  1858,  a  Charter  was  granted  by  the  Grand 
Chapter,  and  the  newly  formed  Chapter  was  duly 
constituted,  and  its  officers  installed,  a  few  weeks 
later,  by  Grand  High  Priest  John  Eldred. 

From  this  time  forward  Royal  Arch  Masonry  has 
had  a  steady  growth,  with  increasing  activities  and 
usefulness,  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Rhode  Island.  Com- 
panion Thomas  A.  Doyle  was  Grand  High  Priest  for 
seven  years — from  1865  to  1872,  inclusive — and  dur- 
ing this  period  several  new  Chapters  were  constituted 
and  other  movements  made  which  signified  the  zeal 
and  activity  of  brethren  in  upholding  and  extending 
the  Capitular  organization. 

Hope  Chapter,  No.  6,  of  Bristol,  after  many  vicis- 
situdes of  fortune,  was  constituted  February  18,  1869. 
Rev.  Companion  Sidney  Dean  gave  an  address ;  Rev. 
Companion  Mark  Trafton,  unable  to  be  present,  sent 
his  remembrance  in  the  way  of  a  Masonic  poem,  both 
of  which  productions  were  printed  in  the  Proceedings 
of  Grand  Chapter  for  the  year  1869. 

On  September  20,  1869,  Franklin  Chapter,  No.  7, 
of  Hope  Valley,  was  constituted.  An  address  was 
delivered  by  Rev.  Companion  Samuel  P.  Kelly.  The 
officers  and  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  dined  at 
the  house  of  Companion  Joseph  G.  Arnold.  Grand 
High  Priest  Doyle  presided  at  the  service  of  consti- 
tuting Franklin  Chapter,  as  on  the  like  occasion  at 
Bristol. 

On  September  28,  1869,  Scituate  Chapter,  No.  8, 
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located  at  Clayville,  was  constituted,  the  service  being 
under  the  direction  of  Grand  High  Priest  Doyle.  R. 
E.  Companion  Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg  delivered  an 
address. 

A  Dispensation  dated  March  15,  18G9,  was  granted 
to  Companions  of  Portsmouth,  authorizing  them  to 
establish  Aquidneck  Chapter  in  that  town,  and  at  the 
annual  convocation  of  Grand  Chapter,  March  8, 1870, 
it  was  ordered  that  a  Charter  be  issued  to  the  recently 
formed  body.  The  Chapter  was  duly  constituted  by 
Grand  High  Priest  Doyle,  November  22,  1870.  It 
ranks  No.  9,  on  the  registry  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Landmark  Chapter,  No.  10,  of  Phenix,  was  duly 
constituted  October  11,  1871.  Grand  High  Priest 
Doyle  conducted  the  service  to  which  the  public  were 
admitted.  Rev.  Companion  Sidney  Dean  delivered 
an  address. 

Among  the  many  official  acts  which  distinguished 
the  administration  of  Grand  High  Priest  Doyle  was 
one  which  challenged  special  attention  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  He  assumed  that  as  Grand  High  Priest 
he  was  possessed  of  the  prerogatives  that  attach  to 
the  office  of  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  in  the  exercise  of  such  authority  exalted  at 
sight  a  well  known  brother  of  the  jurisdiction.  The 
action  was  criticised  by  numerous  Masonic  writers 
who  denied  the  right  of  Grand  High  Priests  to  exalt 
Royal  Arch  Masons  at  sight,  even  though  the  power 
of  Grand  Masters  thus  to  make  Masons  be  admitted. 
The  matter  came  before  the  Grand  Chapter  in  a 
proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution,  and  so  provide 
for  an  express  limitation  of  the  powers  of  Grand  High 
Priests.     Past  Grand  High  Priests  Oliver  Johnson 
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and  James  Hutchison,  reported  for  the  Committee,  at 
the  annual  convocation  held  March  8,  1870,  as  fol- 
lows : 

< 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  respectfully  report,  that  Article  IX  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  is  sought  to  be  amended,  is  as  follows  :  "In  the 
absence  of  any  provision  in  this  Constitution,  edicts  or  regula- 
tions of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  or  the  Grand  Chapter,  the  land- 
marks and  regulations  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  and  the  usages 
of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  shall  be 
taken  as  the  landmarks,  regulations  and  usages  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  and  its  subordinates  ;  and  their  proceedings  shall  be 
regulated  thereby  as  nearly  as  circumstances  will  permit."  The 
amendment  proposed  is  to  add  to  this  Article  the  following  : 
"  Provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  authorize  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  make  Royal  Arch 
Masons  at  sight." 

The  prerogative  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  to  make 
Masons  at  sight,  is  one  of  the  ancient  landmarks  of  Masonry, 
in  which  we  are  taught  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  or 
body  of  men  to  make  the  least  innovation.  Now  the  ancient 
landmark  is  the  "  prerogative  of  the  Grand  Master  to  preside 
over  every  assembly  of  the  Craft  whensoever  and  wheresoever 
held."  The  Grand  Master  is  at  the  head  of  the  institution  in 
the  jurisdiction.  He  is  Grand  Master  of  all  Masons,  whether 
Master  Masons,  Royal  Arch  Masons  or  Masons  of  any  other 
name,  and  should  be  respected  as  such  in  all  Masonic  bodies  in 
which  he  is  qualified  to  sit.  Now  it  will  not  be  pretended  that 
these  powers  and  prerogatives  belong  to  any  other  presiding 
officer. 

Free  Masons  are  justly  proud  of  the  antiquity  of  their  insti- 
tution. Other  secret  societies  are  frequently  springing  up,  and 
in  their  names  and  outward  ceremonies  appear  to  aim  at  imita- 
tion ;  but  all  of  them  are  of  modern  date.  In  our  own  Frater- 
nity there  is  a  tendency  to  multiply  degrees  to  an  indefinite 
extent  ;  and  in  the  anxiety  to  advance  from  one  degree  to  an- 
other, and  in  the  aspiration  to  obtain  offices  with  high  and  flat- 
tering titles,  there  is  danger  of  ignoring  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
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even  desiring  to  outrank  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons.  To 
such  an  extent  has  this  tendency  prevailed,  that  it  has  almost 
prompted  a  desire,  in  the  minds  of  some,  to  fall  back  to  the  first 
three  degrees  of  Masonry,  provided  all  could  be  restored  that 
properly  belongs  to  them. 

For  the  aforegoing  reasons,  and  others  which  might  be  offered, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  prerogative  to  make 
Masons  at  sight  belongs  exclusively  to  the  Grand  Master  of 
Masons,  and  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Notwithstanding  this  report  the  Grand  Chapter  re- 
fused to  endorse  the  limitations  proposed  ;  the  amend- 
ment precluding  the  Grand  High  Priest  from  making 
Royal  Arch  Masons  at  sight  being  lost  by  a  vote  of 
six  in  the  affirmative  and  twenty-seven  in  the  nega- 
tive. The  present  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, after  designating  various  functions  attaching  to 
the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest,  closes  with  the  fol- 
lowing rather  broad  declaration  :  "  His  other  duties, 
powers  and  prerogatives  are  such  as  are  traditionally 
appurtenant  to  the  office  in  this  jurisdiction." 

Capitular  Masonry  in  Rhode  Island  now  holds  a 
distinctive  position  as  regards  organization.  It  does 
not  regard  itself  as  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  although  this  last  named  body  affirms  that 
the  former  connection  is  not  altogether  severed.  Prov- 
idence Chapter,  as  already  stated,  was  one  of  nine 
Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  which,  in  1798,  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  General  Grand  Chapter;  and 
when  on  March  12,  171H),  a  Constitution  was  adopted 
for  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island,  it  was  stated 
in  the  preamble  of  said  Constitution  that  this  Grand 
Chapter  "  is  organized  agreeably  to  the  Second  Arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution  of  the  General  Grand  Chap- 
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ter  " — the  General  Body  then  asserting  authority  over 
the  "  Northern  States  of  America,"  but  after  a  few 
years  broadening  its  rule  and  taking  the  title  "  Gen- 
eral Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,"  etc.,  as 
since  held.  In  the  early  period  the  relations  between 
the  Grand  Chapter  and  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
were  close  and  cordial ;  and  they  so  continued  until 
the  time  of  the  Civil  War.  Rhode  Island  was  rep- 
resented in  the  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  held  at  Chicago,  September,  185D,  when  im- 
portant amendments  were  incorporated  into  the  Con- 
stitution. The  war  broke  out,  preventing  any  at- 
tempt to  hold  the  Triennial  Convocation  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  in  1862.  Three  years  later 
such  a  Convocation  was  held  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
since  which  time  there  has  been  no  interruption  in 
meetings  or  an  orderly  course  of  administration  on 
the  part  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  Rhode  Is- 
land has  not  participated  in  such  meetings,  how- 
ever, nor  regarded  itself  as  a  constitutional  member. 
Grand  High  Priest  Doyle  convened  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Rhode  Island  in  a  Special  Convocation,  at 
Providence,  August  lo,  1865,  and  gave  expression  to 
his  view  that,  by  its  failure  to  meet  in  1862,  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Chapter  had  practically  ceased  its  exist- 
ence, and  there  was  no  good  reason  why  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  should  assist  in  or  consent 
to  its  reorganization.  The  following  resolution  was 
passed  : 

"Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  the 
late  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  dates  its  de- 
cline and  complete  dissolution  from  its  meeting  in  Chicago,  in 
1859,  and  that  neither  the  prosperity  or  utility  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  require  that  it  should  be  resuscitated." 
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Since  the  date  named  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
Rhode  Island  has  maintained  a  strictly  independent 
position  There  is  no  unkind  feeling  toward  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  and  possibly  there  may  be  a 
resumption  of  the  former  relations  at  some  not  dis- 
tant day. 

The  ten  Chapters  within  the  jurisdiction  have  an 
aggregate  membership,  as  last  reported,  of  2,107. 
Providence  Chapter  has  about  1000  members.  The 
work  and  lectures  practised  in  Rhode  Island  are  sup- 
posed to  be  quite  nearly  in  accord  with  the  Webb 
standard,  and  in  substantial  accord  with  the  ritual  of 
neighboring  jurisdictions.  Some  twenty  years  ago 
a  Committee  on  Work  recommended  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  certain  changes,  for  the  most  part  in  the  way 
of  abridgement  and  the  elimination  of  repetitions, 
etc.,  and  their  recommendations  were  adopted.  The 
efficient  services  of  a  Grand  Lecturer  have  been  very 
helpful  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  work  during 
recent  years. 

In  closing  this  Chapter  on  Capitular  Masonry  the 
writer  would  again  express  his  strong  conviction  as 
to  the  value  of  the  degrees  included  within  the  sys- 
tem thus  designated.  Especially  ought  emphasis  to 
be  placed  on  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  than  which  none 
other,  except  that  of  Master  Mason,  has  associated 
with  it  so  much  of  historical,  symbolical,  and  moral 
worth.  The  Holy  Royal  Arch  degree  has  well  been 
termed  "  the  root,  heart  and  marrow  of  Freemasonry," 
and  is  most  essential  to  an  understanding  of  the  far 
reaching  and  sublime  character  of  the  Masonic  sys- 
tem. A  grade  so  beautiful  and  suggestive,  capable 
of  so  many  significant  illustrations,  and  covering  so 
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broad  a  range  of  truth,  ought  to  be  maintained  with 
an  abiding  zeal ;  its  glory  should  be  magnified  and  its 
interests  watched  over  by  a  loyal  and  devoted  mem- 
bership. 

Supported  by  a  constituency  thus  intelligent  and 
loyal,  the  Capitular  organization  will  continue  to  hold 
its  place  among  the  world's  forces  of  moral  helpfulness. 
Not  only  will  it  interpose  a  needed  barrier  to  the  tide 
of  unbelief,  which  sometimes  seems  to  threaten  the 
very  foundations  of  Revealed  Religion,  but  it  will 
prove  itself  a  potent  influence  in  the  development  of 
man's  spiritual  nature,  by  which  he  comes  to  realize 
the  law  and  the  love  of  Almighty  God. 
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CRYPTIC  MASONRY. 

THE  word  Cryptic  has  a  well  understood  meaning 
as  applying  to  a  part  of  the  Masonic  system, 
which,  in  the  modern  classification,  includes  the  de- 
grees of  Royal,  Select,  and  Super-Excellent  Master. 
The  last  named  degree,  however,  has  no  close  rela- 
tion with  the  others,  and  in  a  strict  limitation  of  the 
word  would  not  be  designated  by  the  name  Cryptic. 
In  the  organizations  of  Councils  it  is  commonly  recog- 
nized as  an  appendant  degree — a  part  of  the  system, 
but  not  essential  thereto. 

Although  the  word  Cryptic  is  of  modern  use  among 
Masons,  it  is  an  exceedingly  suggestive  and  appro- 
priate title  for  the  degrees  to  which  it  technically  be- 
longs. The  root  meaning  of  the  word  is  "  subter- 
ranean/' as  signified  by  the  Latin  Crypt icus  and  the 
Greek  K»nr-rt,  which  refer  to  a  vault  or  concealed  place. 
Cryptic  Masonry,  technically,  is  the  Masonry  of  the 
Secret  Vault.  As  an  important  adjunct  it  is  con- 
nected with  the  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch. 

That  there  were  crypts  or  vaults  beneath  King 
Solomon's  Temple  admits  of  no  question.  These 
vaults  may  have  served  as  secret  repositories  of  costly 
treasures,  relics,  etc.,  as  well  as  burial  places  of  the 
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illustrious  dead.  They  may  likewise  have  been  used 
for  secret  meetings,  for  rites  of  worship  and  other 
important  purposes,  according  to  the  sacredness  with 
which  such  subterranean  chambers  were  formerly  re- 
garded. The  old  legend,  connected  with  the  construc- 
tion of  the  second  Temple,  as  represented  by  Dr- 
Oliver,  in  its  Masonic  application,  is  as  follows: 

- 

44  The  foundations  of  the  Temple  were  opened,  and  cleared 
from  the  accumulation  of  rubbish,  that  a  level  might  be  pro- 
cured for  the  commencement  of  the  building.  While  engaged 
in  excavations  for  this  purpose,  three  fortunate  sojourners  are 
said  to  have  discovered  our  ancient  stone  of  foundation,  which 
had  been  deposited  in  the  secret  crypt  by  Wisdom,  Strength, 
and  Beauty,  to  prevent  the  communication  of  ineffable  secrets 
to  profane  or  unworthy  persons.  The  discovery  having  been 
communicated  to  the  prince,  prophet,  and  priest  of  the  Jews, 
the  stone  was  adopted  as  the  chief  corner-stone  of  the  reedified 
building,  and  thus  became,  in  a  new  and  more  expressive  sense, 
the  type  of  a  more  excellent  dispensation.  An  avenue  was  also 
accidentally  discovered,  supported  by  seven  pairs  of  pillars,  per- 
fect and  entire,  which,  from  their  situation,  had  escaped  the  fury 
of  the  flames  that  had  consumed  the  Temple,  and  the  desolation 
of  war  that  had  destroyed  the  city.  The  Secret  V  ault,  which  had 
t>een  built  by  Solomon  as  a  secure  depository  for  certain  secrets 
that  would  inevitably  have  been  lost  without  some  such  expe- 
dient for  their  preservation,  communicated  by  a  subterranean 
avenue  with  the  king's  palace  ;  but  at  the  destruction  of  Jerusa- 
lem, the  entrance  having  been  closed  by  the  rubbish  of  falling 
buildings,  it  had  been  discovered  by  the  appearance  of  a  key- 
stone among  the  foundations  of  the  Sanctum  Sanctorum.  A 
careful  inspection  was  then  made,  and  the  invaluable  secrets 
were  placed  in  safe  custody." 

Of  course  all  this  is  legendary — without  historical 
affirmation.    But  the  legend  and  ceremonial  consti- 

CD 

tute  an  effective  portion  of  the  system  of  Freema- 
sonry, and  serve  important  uses  of  moral  instruction. 
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Thus  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree  much  more  is  signi- 
fied by  the  secret  vault,  including  the  ceremony  of 
search  and  finding,  than  what  is  shown  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  legend  to  which  reference  has  been 
made;  there  is  a  moral  significance  as  well.  The 
great  lesson  of  this  part  of  the  ceremony  consists  in 
the  illustration  given  that  truth  does  not  always  ap- 
pear on  the  surface,  is  not  easily  obtained,  and  must 
be  persistently  sought  after  in  its  places  of  conceal- 
•  ment.  To  obtain  the  best  wisdom  and  the  highest 
good,  there  must  be  patient  search  and  a  brave  endur- 
ance of  many  hardships.  All  this  belongs  to  the 
moral  significance  of  the  ceremony  connected  with 
the  Secret  Vault  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

In  a  similar  way  of  impressive  teaching  the  Cryptic 
degrees  have  value.  Their  claims  of  historical  rela- 
tion may  be  open  to  question,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
as  to  the  importance  of  the  suggestions  interwoven 
with  their  symbolic  and  legendary  features.  Masoni- 
cally,  in  the  expression  of  the  Cryptic  Rite,  the  vault 
is  a  sign  of  increasing  light  and  life.  It  suggests  that 
truth  shall  take  the  place  of  error;  that  knowledge- 
shall  banish  ignorance;  that  light  shall  drive  out 
darkness,  and  life  obtain  the  victory  over  death.  No 
symbolism  is  more  sublime  and  far  reaching  than  that 
which  Masonically  attaches  to  the  Secret  Vault. 

As  regards  the  origin  of  the  Cryptic  degrees  much 
difference  of  opinion  exists.  It  is  difficult,  not  to  say 
impossible,  to  determine  just  when  and  where  Cryptic 
Masonry  took  its  rise,  or  what  were  the  antecedents 
most  closely  related  with  the  system  formulated.  It 
is  along  an  often  obscure  way  that  an  enquirer  pro- 
ceeds in  seeking  to  ascertain  in  what  form  and  under 
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what  control  its  first  expression  was  made.  There  is 
no  clear,  conclusive  testimony  which  fixes  the  time 
and  place  when  and  where  this  part  of  the  Masonic 
system  had  its  birth ;  at  the  best  its  early  history 

i 

must  be  regarded  as  fragmentary  and  uncertain.  The 
scanty  records  belonging  to  the  formative  period  of 
the  Cryptic  Rite  are  neither  as  definite  or  as  ample 
as  could  be  desired. 

Masonic  writers  do  not  agree  in  their  views  as  to 
the  derivation  of  the  Council  decrees.  It  is  held  by 
one  class  of  writers  that  these  degrees  originated  with- 
in the  Scottish  Rite,  and  first  made  their  appearance 
on  the  Continent  of  Europe.  Another  theory  is  that 
they  were  developed  in  connection  with  Royal  Arch 
Masonry,  and  primarily  identified  with  the  organic 
life  thus  made  necessary.  Still  another  view  is  that 
these  degrees  in  substance  were  formerly  connected 
with  or  developed  from  the  York  Rite,  44  the  mother 
of  all  speculative  Masonry."  Bro.  W.  J.  Hughan,  ex- 
cellent authority  on  all  Masonic  subjects',  expresses 
his  opinion  that  Cryptic  Masonry  was  known  in  Eng- 
land about  the  middle  of  the  Eighteenth  Century, 
although  but  slight  consideration  was  accorded  it. 
He  admits  that  at  that  time  there  was  no  distinct 
shaping  of  degrees  or  of  a  system  in  connection  with 
the  Secret  Vault,  but  thinks  there  were  certain  recog- 
nized adjuncts  to  the  Royal  Arch,  out  of  which  may 
have  come,  possibly  with  some  accretions  from  French 
sources,  the  more  clearly  defined  forms  of  such  de- 
grees as  presented  at  a  later  period.  This,  however, 
is  hardly  more  than  a  matter  of  inference ;  and  Bro. 
Hughan  frankly  admits  that  Cryptic  Masonry  is  an 
American  production.  On  this  point  he  expresses 
his  thought  as  follows : 
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"But  whatever  may  have  been  the  origin  of  the  Council  de- 
grees or  from  whatever  source  they  may  have  emanated,  in 
their  propagation  and  diffusion  they  are  strictly  American.  After 
a  most  diligent  search  I  am  unable  to  find  any  traces  of  their 
ever  having  been  conferred,  under  the  names  they  now  bear,  in 
any  country  of  Europe  prior  to  their  introduction  under  Ameri- 
can auspices." 

Bro.  Hughan  notes  the  different  opinions  advanced 
as  to  the  development  of  these  degrees  on  American 
soil,  concerning  which  he  says  u  there  is  a  hopeless 
confusion  of  historical  data,"  and  comes  to  this  con- 
clusion, viz:  That  most  likely,  about  the  beginning 
of  the  present  century,  the  degrees  of  Royal,  Select, 
and  Super  Excellent  Master,  were  detached  degrees, 
"  floating  about  in  the  Masonic  nebulae  of  the  time,  in 
much  the  same  manner  as  the  Royal  Arch  had  been 
a  few  years  before."  It  is  clearly  evident  that  at  the 
first  these  degrees  were  not  united  in  a  system,  were 
not  conferred  by  any  authority  generally  recognized, 
and  whether  under  control  of  representatives  of  the 
Scottish  Rite  or  of  Royal  Arch  Chapters,  were  but 
little  bound  by  any  definite  rule  or  method.  Previ- 
ous to  about  the  close  of  the  second  decade  of  years 
in  the  present  century,  there  was  no  unity  of  the 
Cryptic  system  or  independent  direction  of  the  same. 
In  some  portions  of  the  country  the  degree  of  Royal 
Master  was  recognized,  and  in  other  sections  the  more 
important  degree  of  Select  Master  was  known  to  a 
few  brethren;  but  it  was  not  until  after  1818  that 
organizations  were  established  for  the  conferring  of 
both  degrees,  and  not  until  a  still  later  period  was  the 
degree  of  Super-Excellent  Master  included  in  the 
svstem.  Before  the  year  1818,  according  to  Bro.  J. 
H.  Drummond,  the  Cryptic  degrees  had  never  been 
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united  as  a  system.  The  condition  just  before  the 
period  of  uniting  the  two  degrees  properly  designated 
by  the  title  of  Cryptic,  and  establishing  organizations 
to  represent  such  a  system,  is  described  by  Bro.  Drum- 
mond  as  follows : 

"  Moreover,  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  the  exist- 
ence, at  that  time,  of  a  single  organized  body  of  Select  Masters 
in  the  world,  but  abundant  evidence  to  the  contrary.  There 
was  then  in  New  York  only  one  Council  of  Royal  Masters  in 
active  life— Columbian  Council  in  New  York  City— organized 
as  a  voluntary  body  in  1810,  without  charter  or  warrant  from 
any  source.  From  correspondence  of  John  Harris,  of  New 
Hampshire,  in  1815,  it  seems  that  there  had  been  a  Council  of 
Royal  Masters  at  Albany,  but  was  then  dormant ;  there  was 
also  a  Council  of  Royal  Masters  at  Hopkinton,  New  Hampshire, 
formed  by  four  Royal  Masters  in  18 15,  of  their  own  motion, 
and  without  any  warrant.  At  the  session  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  in  1816,  these  were  the  only  organized  bodies  of  the 
Rite  in  the  North  ;  and  in  the  South  the  Select  Degree  was  then 
conferred  only  in  temporary  Councils.  In  fact  I  agree  with 
Bro.  Schultz,  that  up  to  that  time  the  Select  Degree  only  had 
been  cultivated  in  the  South,  and  the  Royal  Degree  only  in  the 
North,  except  so  far  as  the  former  had  then  been  conferred  by 
Abram  Jacobs,  and  those  receiving  the  degree  from  him.  With 
this  exception  it  was  first  brought  North  by  Jeremy  L.  Cross." 

Before  treating  the  connection  of  Cross  with  Cryp- 
tic Masonry,  and  noting  his  active  labors  in  Rhode 
Island,  it  may  be  well  to  refer  again  to  the  conflicting 
claims  put  forth  regarding  the  descent  of  the  Council 
degrees.  The  present  writer  would  not  dogmatize 
on  this  vexed  question.  It  is  possible  that  one  or 
both  of  the  leading  degrees  of  the  Cryptic  system 
were  associated  with  the  Rite  of  Perfection,  intro- 
duced into  this  country,  in  1707,  by  Henry  A.  Franck- 
en,  a  Deputy  Inspector  General,  commissioned  as 
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such  by  Stephen  Morin,  who  is  often  spoken  of  as 
the  founder  of  the  Scottish  Rite  in  America.  What- 
ever powers  Francken  possessed  he  communicated  to 
Moses  M.  Hayes,  of  Massachusetts,  who  in  turn  gave 
like  authority  to  Moses  Cohen,  who  went  to  Jamaica, 
established  a  Consistory  there,  and  conferred  various 
degrees  under  its  name  and  authority  A  certificate 
from  Moses  Cohen,  dated  November  9,  1700,  repre- 
sents that  Abraham  Jacobs  had  been  instructed  in  the 
degree  of  "  Select  Masons  of  Twenty-Seven and  the 
claim  is  made  that  there  is  no  earlier  written  record  of 
the  Select  Masters'  degree  than  this— though  of  course, 
as  already  stated,  there  are  numerous  incidental  allu- 
sions in  Masonic  documents  of  England,  France  and 
Germany,  which  may  be  construed  as  applying  to 
such  a  degree.  It  is  not  clear  whether  the  degree 
was  "  found  "  by  Cohen  or  Jacobs ;  or  was  44  manufac- 
tured at  Charleston ; "  or  was  brought  there  from 
Berlin,  as  described  by  Holbrook,  who  says  a  certified 
copy  of  the  original  ritual  of  the  "  Royal  Select  de- 
gree "  was  deposited,  in  1788,  in  the  archives  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  the  Princes  of  Jerusalem  at  Charles- 
ton ;  or  was  derived  from  some  other  source.  There 
is  no  question,  however,  of  the  fact  that,  about  the 
year  1790,  Jacobs  was  conferring  the  degree  of  Select 
Master,  while  at  nearly  the  same  time  Joseph  M. 
Meyers,  Deputy  Inspector  for  Maryland,  and  Henry 
Williams,  also  of  Maryland,  who  is  referred  to  in  sev- 
eral well  authenticated  Masonic  documents  as  44  Grand 
Inspector  General,"  were  conferring  or  authorizing 
the  conferring:  of  the  same  decree.  In  1702,  bv  au- 
thorization  of  Williams,  a  44  Grand  Council  "  was  estab- 
lished in  the  city  of  Baltimore. 
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The  degree  of  Royal  Master  seems  to  have  been 
unknown,  in  that  locality,  at  the  time  to  which  refer- 
ence  is  made.  It  was  known,  however,  in  New  York, 
soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  and 
may  perhaps  claim  that  city  as  its  birthplace.  A  few 
years  afterward,  as  stated  heretofore,  the  two  degrees 
were  joined  in  a  system,  and  were  worked  in  inde- 
pendent bodies,  or  by  assemblies  of  Chapter  or  Scot- 
tish Rite  Masons. 

Bro.  George  W.  Warvelle,  of  Illinois,  who  has  given 
a  careful  study  to  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Cryptic 
degrees,  expresses  his  opinion  adversely  to  the  propo- 
sition that  these  degrees  were  ever  under  the  lawful 
control  of  Scottish  Rite  Bodies.  He  thinks  the  Su- 
preme Council  was  mistaken  in  its  claim  distinctly 
put  forth  in  1827,  and  often  re-affirmed,  albeit  he  does 
not  question  the  fact  that  Inspectors  of  the  Scottish 
Rite  had  much  to  do  with  the  early  dissemination  of 
the  degrees  of  Roval  and  Select  Masters,  and  that 
the  Supreme  Council  assumed  to  control  the  organi- 
zations—  some  of  them  at  least  —  when  first  estab- 
lished. Bro.  Warvelle  in  closing  a  recent  paper  on 
the  Cryptic  Rite,  expresses  his  thought  as  follows: 

"In  thus  considering:  our  origin  and  tracing  our  descent,  we 
may  safely  assert  that  our  extraction  is  honorable  and  compares 
favorably  with  any  of  the  bodies  that  came  into  existence  con- 
temporaneously with  us.  We  are  not  the  illegitimate  offspring 
of  the  Scottish  or  any  other  Rite,  nor  are  our  liturgies  the  side- 
degrees  of  any  system.  Our  inception  may  be  traced  by  inter- 
nal evidence  to  the  Ancient  York  Rite,  the  mother  of  all  specu- 
lative Masonry.  Our  birth  was  that  of  an  independent  organ- 
ization with  no  fealty  or  other  incident  of  servitude  to  any 
foreign  body.  Our  growth  and  development  has  been  upon  the 
lines  of  freedom  that  characterize  the  York  Rite  and  distinguish 
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it  from  all  others.  Our  government  is  in  consonance  with  the 
cherished  principles  of  democratic  equality  first  practised  by 
the  Masonic  guild,  while  our  symbolism,  allegories  and  moral 
teachings  complete  and  fully  perfect  the  Masonic  system  of  the 
York-American  Rite.  That  the  Cryptic  Rite  will  survive  in 
some  shape  as  long  as  Masonic  symbolism  shall  endure,  I  do 
not  doubt ;  that  it  will  ever  be  one  of  the  agencies  for  the  dif- 
fusion of  pure  Masonry  seems  equally  certain,  but  of  the  man- 
ner of  that  existence,  or  the  instrumentalities  to  be  employed 
to  effect  the  same,  the  experience  of  the  past  furnishes  no  suffi- 
cient grounds  on  which  to  predicate  the  future.  It  is  for  the 
Companions  of  the  Royal  Arch,  to  whom  it  was  first  given  and 
to  whom  it  rightfully  belongs,  to  solve  the  question." 

From  whatever  sources  these  degrees  may  have 
been  derived,  and  whatever  may  have  been  the  con- 
trol to  which  they  were  at  the  first  subjected,  there  is 
no  question  that  to  Jeremy  L.  Cross  belongs  much  of 
the  credit  of  extending  and  adapting  these  degrees  for 
Masonic  uses,  and  opening  the  way  for  their  expres- 
sion and  control  by  independent  bodies.  He  was 
made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Champlain  Chapter, 
No.  2,  at  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  July  11,  1815.  The  next 
year  he  was  in  Providence,  where  he  perfected  himself 
in  a  knowledge  of  the  Royal  Arch  system.  At  that 
time  and  afterwards  he  was  engaged  as  a  self  consti- 
tuted "  lecturer  to  the  Masonic  Lodges "  of  various 
jurisdictions.  If  he  made  such  "lecturing"  a  means 
of  living,  none  the  less  must  he  be  regarded  as  a  zeal- 
ous and  well  informed  Craftsman. 

Soon  after  Cross'  first  visit  to  Rhode  Island  he  be- 
came specially  interested  in  the  Cryptic  part  of  Free- 
masonry, and  while  at  Baltimore,  probably  in  1810, 
he  received  the  degree  of  Select  Master  from  Philip 
P.  Eckel  of  that  city,  presumably  with  authority  to 
confer  the  same  on  Royal  Arch  Masons  at  his  own 
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will  and  discretion.  He  soon  ascertained  that  a 
"  Grand  Council  of  Select  Masters,"  in  New  York 
city,  was  granting  charters  to  Subordinate  bodies. 
He  asked  authority  to  establish  Councils  and  grant 
warrants,  and  was  empowered  to  do  this  by  a  commis- 
sion issued  by  Eckel  and  Niles  in  1817.  Two  years 
later,  having  in  the  interim  received  the  degree  of 
Royal  Master,  Cross  was  given  augmented  powers ; 
for  on  the  29th  of  September,  1819,  acting  in  the 
name  and  under  the  authority  of  the  "  Grand  Council 
of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,"  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, he  gave  a  charter,  "  without  expense,"  to  Provi- 
dence Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  the  first 
organization  of  Cryptic  Masons  in  Rhode  Island. 
Herewith  is  a  copy  of  the  Charter  thus  issued : 

To  all  whom  these  presents  may  Come,  Greeting  : 

Know  Ye  That  by  the  High  Powers  in  me  vested  by  the 
Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  held  in  the  City 
of  Baltimore  in  the  State  of  Maryland  North  America  :  I  do 
hereby  Constitute  and  Empower  the  following  Illustrious  Com- 
panions Viz — Samuel  Jackson  2nd,  Caleb  Earle,  Philip  Peck, 
Wm.  Wilkinson,  Henry  Holden,  Israel  Amsbury,  Asa  Bosworth, 
Moses  Richardson,  Henry  Mumford,  Jason  Williams,  Elezer  P. 
M.  Wells,  Josiah  Whitaker,  Lowell  Adams,  Henry  Martin,  Ne- 
hemiah  Dodge,  Barnabas  Bates,  Solomon  Sias,  Demon  Dunn, 
John  P.  Jones,  Peter  Grinnell,  Samuel  Warner,  Barney  Merry, 
John  T.  Lowden,  Joseph  Gonsolve,  Caleb  Sayles,  Jos.  Tomkins, 
Richard  Waterman,  Jobe  Smith,  John  Truman,  Jn'o  Carlile, 
Nath'l  Lyon,  Pardon  Sayles,  John  T.  Jackson,  Samuel  Greene, 
Apollos  Cushman,  Ezekiel  Robinson,  Rih'd  Peirce,  &  Sam'l 
Adams,  To  form  themselves  into  a  Regular  Council  of  Royal  & 
Select  Masters:  and  I  do  appoint  my  Worthy  Companion  Sam- 
uel Jackson  2nd  to  be  the  first  Thrice  Illustrious  Grand  Master, 
Caleb  Earle  first  Deputy  Illustrious  Grand  Master,  and  Rev. 
Solomon  Sias  to  be  the  first  Principal  Conductor  of  the  Work, 
and  I  do  Grant  them  full  power,  with  their  Constitutional  mem- 
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bers  to  Congregate  Open  and  Confer,  the  degrees  of  Royal  & 
Select  Masters  &  do  all  other  business  appertaining  to  Said  de- 
grees for  which  this  Shall  be  their  Sufficient  Warrant,  untill  Re- 
voked by  the  Grand  Puissant,  And  I  do  further  direct  said 
Council  to  hold  Its  meetings  at  Providence  County  of  Provi- 
dence &  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Providence,  this 
Twenty  Seventh  day  of  September.  A.  I). 
1 8 1 9,  of  the  Deposit  2819. 

Jkrkmv  L.  Ckoss,  D.  G.  P. 

The  establishment  of  this  organization  dates  from 
March  28,  1818.  On  that  date  there  was  a  meeting 
held  in  Masons'  Hall,  attended  by  "  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons, who,  from  time  to  time,  have  received  the  degree 
of  Royal  Master."  Samuel  Jackson,  Caleb  Earle, 
William  Wilkinson,  and  others,  united  in  the  prelim- 
inary steps  then  taken  which  led  to  a  new  organiza- 
tion. At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  May  19,  1818, 
it  was  voted  that  "the  degree  of  Select  Master  be 
attached  to  this  Council."  The  organization  thus 
established  received  its  first  Charter  as  shown  on  a 
preceding  page.  Providence  Council  enjoyed  a  good 
measure  of  prosperity  until  the  time  of  the  Morgan 
excitement.  During  the  Anti-Masonic  period  it  was 
dormant;  but  was  revived  when  the  fierceness  of  the 
storm  had  abated.  At  one  time,  for  a  brief  period,  it 
delegated  its  powers  to  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ter. Since  its  revival,  in  1841,  Providence  Council 
has  maintained  its  existence  under  generally  favorable 
conditions,  and  it  occupies  at  the  present  time  a  posi- 
tion of  deserved  prosperity.  It  should  be  mentioned 
in  this  connection  that  the  authority  of  Cross1  Charter 
was  recognized  by  Providence  Council  up  to  the  time 
of  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Rhode 
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Island  in  18C0;  and  it  stood  entirely  aloof  from  any 
governing  power  outside  of  itself 

Rhode  Island  at  one  time  was  open  territory,  so  far 
as  regards  Council  organizations,  for  adjoining  juris- 
dictions. Thus,  in  1847,  Pawtucket  Council  was  es- 
tablished by  sanction  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Mas- 
sachusetts; and  in  1800,  Webb  Council,  at  Warren, 
was  chartered  by  the  Grand  Council  of  Connecticut. 
In  1849,  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Northern.  Juris- 
diction, Scottish  Rite,  authorized  the  establishment 
of  a  Lodge  of  Perfection,  at  Newport,  and  in  express 
terms  sanctioned  the  conferring  of  the  degrees  now 
included  in  Cryptic  Masonry  by  a  Council  of  "  Select 
Masons  of  27,"  organized  as  within  said  Lodge,  or 
attached  thereto  by  a  close  bond  of  connection.  As 
a  matter  of  some  interest,  and  as  bearing  upon  some 
of  the  points  heretofore  stated,  a  transcript  of  the 
authority  thus  conferred — it  being  included  in  an  ad- 
dendum to  the  Charter — is  herewith  presented: 

"SLUM  CiriQL'K." 

"  Know  ye,  also,  that  we,  the  within  named  Supreme  Grand 
Council,  hereby  grant  unto  our  Lodge  of  Perfection  within 
named,  full  power  and  authority  to  open  and  hold,  whenever 
necessary,  a  Council  of  4  Select  Masons  of  27,'  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  initiating  any  of  the  active  members  of  said  Lodge, 
who  are  of  the  grade  of  'Grand,  elect,  perfect  and  sublime  Ma- 
son,' that  shall  petition  for  the  same,  and  be  found  worthy,  into 
the  degree  of  a  4  Select  Mason  of  27,'  and  the  appendant  degrees 
of  Royal  Master  and  Super- Excellent  Master  ;  and  the  presid- 
ing officers  for  the  time  being  of  the  Lodge  within  named,  and 
their  lawful  successors  in  office,  are  hereby  appointed  and  con- 
stituted the  presiding  officers  of  such  Councils,  wherever  held, 
and  are  required  to  act  as  such,  taking  rank  and  discharging  the 
duties  corresponding  to  the  rank  and  duties  they  hold  and  dis- 
charge in  their  said  Lodge.    And  the  said  Lodge  is  hereby 
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required  to  report  the  names  of  all  brethren  thus  initiated  into 
the  afore-named  degrees  in  its  annual  returns  to  be  made  by  all 
Lodges  of  Perfection  within  our  Jurisdiction. 

"In  witness  whereof,  we  have  signed  this,  our  special  War- 
rant, and  have  hereunto  affixed  the  Grand  Seal  of  our  illustrious 
Order,  this  28th  day  of  the  eighth  lunar  month,  called  Hesvan 
Ano.  Heb.  5610,  Ano.  Ress,  2386,  corresponding  to  the  third 
day  of  November,  1850,  of  the  Christian  era. 

"  Deus  meumquc  jus. 

*»  J.  J.  J.  GOURGAS, 
"  M.  P.  Sow  Grand  Commander,  33°.  [Seal.] 

'*  ARCHIBALD  BULL, 
"Sov.  Grand  Inspector-general,  33°. 

"G.  F.  YATES, 
"M.  Ills.  Insp.  Lieut.  Grand  Commander." 

Bro.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  in  his  well  arranged  and 
reliable  History  of  the  Cryptic  Rite,  published  in 
1888,  referring  to  this  authorization  given  to  Scottish 
Rite  brethren  in  Newport,  says :  "  There  was  no 
mention  of  this  endorsement  in  the  record  of  the  Su- 
preme Council,  and  no  return  of  the  work  done  under 
that  authority  was  made,  so  that  the  fact  of  its  exist- 
ence was  not  known  to  the  officers  of  the  Supreme 
Council  until  1870,  when,  immediately  upon  receiving 
information  of  it,  the  Grand  Commander  suspended 
the  authority,  which  was  fully  revoked  at  the  next 
session  of  the  Supreme  Council."  It  may  be  added 
in  this  connection,  to  complete  a  proper  reference  to 
the  body  established  under  Scottish  Rite  authoriza- 
tion at  Newport,  that  it  flourished  for  a  time,  holding 
a  semi-detached  relation  to  other  bodies  organized  on 
a  different  basis  and  holding  other  allegiance,  but,  in 
1870,  came  into  line  with  the  Subordinate  Councils 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  accepted  a  Charter  running  to 
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De  Blois  Council,  granted  by  the  Grand  Council  hav- 
ing jurisdiction. 

This  Grand  Council  was  organized  October  30, 
1860,  at  which  time  there  were  four  bodies  represent- 
ing Cryptic  Masonry  in  Rhode  Island,  each  deriving 
its  authority  from  a  source  different  from  all  the  oth- 
ers. The  number  of  Cryptic  Masons  in  the  State  at 
that  time  was  less  than  three  hundred.  There  was 
but  little  enthusiasm  regarding  the  Cryptic  Rite. 
There  were,  however,  certain  earnest  advocates  of  the 
Council  degrees  and  of  their  preservation  in  a  distinct 
form  of  organization,  who  determined  upon  a  forward 
movement.  A  Convention  called  at  the  request  of 
these  brethren  met  in  Masons'  Hail,  Providence, 
March  9,  1860,  three  Councils  being  represented,  viz : 
Providence,  Pawtucket,  and  Webb,  of  Warren.  At 
this  meeting  an  invitation  was  sent  to  De  Blois  Coun- 
cil, of  Newport,  to  participate,  but  the  invitation  was 
courteously  declined.  Several  adjourned  sessions  of 
the  Convention  were  held,  and  after  much  careful 
consideration,  a  decision  was  reached  to  form  a  Grand 
Council.  Tuesday,  Oct.  30,  1860,  was  the  date  fixed 
upon  for  public  recognition  of  the  new  Body  and  the 
installation  of  its  officers,  and  prominent  Craftsmen 
from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  were  asked  to 
attend  and  conduct  the  services.  In  accordance  with 
such  arrangement,  on  the  date  named,  October  30, 
1860,  the  Grand  Council  of  Rhode  Island  was  insti- 
tuted, 111.  Companion  E.  P.  Moore,  Grand  Master  of 
the  Grand  Council  of  Massachusetts,  and  111.  Com- 
panion H.  B.  Ensign,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  Connecticut,  taking  the  leading  parts  in 
the  constituting  and   installing  ceremonies.  Rev. 
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Companion  Sidney  Dean  officiated  as  Grand  Chap- 
lain. The  following  named  Companions  were  in- 
stalled as  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year: 

111.  Companion  James  Salshury,  M.  I\  Grand  Master. 
III.  Companion  Chari.es  H.  Titus,  D.  P.  Grand  Master. 
III.  Companion  Samlel  Lewis,  T.  I.  Grand  Master. 
III.  Companion  Henry  F.  Smith,  G.  P.  C.  W. 
Companion  Hela  P.  Clapp,  Grand  Treasurer. 
Companion  John  F.  Oriscol,  Grand  Recorder. 
Companion  Edwin  Howl  an  n,  G.  C.  G. 
Companion  Rev.  Sidney  Dean,  G.  C. 
Companion  Christian  M.  Nestell,  G.  S. 
Companion  E.  H.  White,  G.  G. 

By  vote  of  the  Grand  Council  thus  organized  the 
several  local  Councils  in  Rhode  Island  were  asked  to 
accept  Charters  from  the  Grand  Body,  and  come  reg- 
ularly under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  "according 
to  ancient  Masonic  usage."  Providence  Council,  No. 
1,  Pawtucket  Council,  No.  2,  and  Webb  Council,  No. 
3,  received  Charters,  taking  rank  in  the  order  named  ; 
Woonsocket  Council,  No.  4,  was  organized  April  8, 
1 80S ;  and  the  Companions  at  Newport,  De  Blois 
Council.  No.  o,  became  allegiant  to  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil in  1870. 

The  Grand  Council  started  out  with  James  Sals- 
bury  as  Grand  Master.  He  was  a  man  of  strong 
characteristics,  having  great  love  for  Freemasonry  in 
all  its  branches,  but  especially  for  the  Cryptic  Rite. 
It  seemed  every  way  appropriate  that  he  should  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  new  Grand  Council,  a  posi- 
tion which  he  held  for  six  years.  Companion  James 
H.  Armington,  greatly  esteemed  and  beloved  by  the 
Craft,  was  the  second  Grand  Master.  He  held  office 
for  three  years.    The  succession  to  the  first  office  in 
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the  Grand  Council  has  been  as  follows:  Charles  R. 
Cutler,  Stillman  White,  Albert  H.  Cushman,  John  F. 
Adams,  Amos  A.  Pevey,  Edwin  Baker,  Rev.  Wm.  N. 
Ackley,  Osmond  H.  Briggs,  Horace  K.  Blanchard, 
Wm.  J.  Huntington,  Arthur  H.  Armington,  and  Al- 
bert L.  Anthony.  Companion  Wm.  R.  Greene  has 
held  the  office  of  Grand  Recorder  for  the  past  sixteen 
years. 

The  five  Subordinate  Councils  in  the  jurisdiction 
have  been  fairly  prosperous  since  the  organization  of 
the  Grand  Council.  The  aggregate  membership  of 
these  bodies  as  last  reported  is  1088.  Providence 
Council  returned  a  membership  of  565. 

October  30,  1885,  was  observed  by  the  Cryptic 
Craft  of  Rhode  Island,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Grand  Council,  as  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  that 
organization.  A  Committee,  of  which  Past  Grand 
Master  John  F.  Adams  was  Chairman,  arranged  for 
the  celebration,  which  took  place,  Grand  Master  Os- 
mond H.  Briggs,  presiding,  on  the  date  named,  in 
Freemasons  Hall,  Providence.  The  exercises  con 
sisted  of  an  historical  address  by  Rev.  Henry  W. 
Rugg,  an  oration  by  Rev.  W.  N.  Ackley,  and  musical 
selections  by  a  quartette  choir  under  the  direction  of 
the  musical  director,  Companion  George  H.  Lincoln. 
The  exercises  were  followed  by  a  banquet,  with  toasts 
and  addresses.  The  occasion  took  on  some  features 
of  special  interest,  and  contributed  a  fresh  impetus 
to  Cryptic  Masonry,  which  now  holds  an  assured  posi- 
tion in  our  jurisdiction,  although  far  less  prosperous 
than  its  friends  could  desire. 

It  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  this  historical 
review  to  attempt  to  fix  the  place  and  worth  of  the 
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Cryptic  system,  much  less  to  discuss  any  of  the  ques- 
tions that  relate  to  supposed  helps  or  hindrances  in 
its  path  of  progress.  The  writer  believes  the  Coun- 
cil degrees  to  be  essential  to  the  unity  of  Ancient 
Craft  Masonry,  and  that  an  independent  organization 
will  best  tend  to  their  preservation  and  usefulness. 
If  such  a  conclusion  is  justifiable — if  the  Cryptic  de- 
grees have  a  Masonic  and  moral  value  —  it  most 
assuredly  should  be  regarded  both  as  a  duty  and  a 
privilege  by  all  Royal  and  Select  Masters  to  be  active 
in  their  support,  ever  striving  to  promote  the  effi- 
ciency and  augment  the  usefulness  of  this  branch  of 
Freemasonry. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


ORDER  OF  KNIGHTS  TEMPLARS. 


M  ERIC  AN  Templary,  now  a  flourishing  and 
influential  organization,  includes  three  degrees, 


or  orders,  viz:  Knight  of  the  Red  Cross;  Knight 
Templar;  Knight  of  Malta.  The  system  thus  out- 
lined is  commonly  designated  by  the  term  Masonic, 
although. in  a  strict  construction  of  words  there  may 
be  some  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  appellation 
is  rightfully  used  in  such  a  connection.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  however,  the  Templary  of  the  last  hun- 
dred vears  or  more  has  been  in  touch  with  the  Ma- 
sonic  institution,  so  that  there  seems  to  be  nothing 
misleading  in  the  use  of  the  descriptive  terms  "  Tem- 
plar Masonry"  and  "Masonic  Templarism."  It  is 
only  Royal  Arch  Masons  who  are  eligible  to  receive 
the  Orders,  conferred  by  Templar  bodies ;  and  in 
the  working  of  these  Orders  frequent  references  are 
made  to  the  ceremonies  of  the  preparatory  degrees. 
Evidently  there  is  a  vital  bond  between  the  Masonic 
and  Templar  systems,  however  distinctive,  in  many 
respects,  each  may  seem  to  be. 

The  first  degree  of  the  modern  Templar  system  is 
essentially  Masonic,  referring  as  it  does  to  events  con- 
nected  with  the  rebuilding  of  the  Temple  in  Jerusa- 
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lem,  at  which  time,  according  to  Jewish  teaching  and 
tradition,  the  faYor  of  a  Persian  monarch  was  obtained 
for  the  carrying  forward  of  that  important  undertak- 
ing. .The  legend  connected  with  the  seeking  and 
obtaining  of  this  desired  help  for  the  rebuilding  of 
the  City  and  Temple  is  as  follows:  The  Jews,  in  the 
time  of  the  prophet  Haggai,  returning  from  their 
captivity  and  undertaking  such  rebuilding,  encoun- 
tered opposition  from  the  Samaritans.  Zerubbabel, 
with  other  Hebrew  men  of  rank,  made  a  visit  to  the 
Court  of  Darius  and  was  successful  in  securing  the 
King's  favor  and  protection,  and  likewise  his  promise 
to  restore  the  holy  vessels  which  Nebuchadnezzar  had 
pillaged  and  taken  to  Babylon. 

This  legend  is  the  ground-work  of  the  first  degree 
in  American  Templary — the  Order  of  Knight  of  the 
Red  Cross — and  is  known  in  England  as  the  Red 
Cross  of  Babvlon.  It  has  a  well  defined  resemblance 
to  the  sixteenth  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Rite,  from  which  source,  no  doubt,  it  was  derived,  re- 
ceiving various  modifications  in  its  adaptation  to  the 
American  system  of  Templary. 

The  Red  Cross  ceremony,  as  practised  under  Tem- 
plar sanctions,  is  invested  with  a  large  measure  of  at- 
tractiveness. It  aims  to  set  forth  the  importance  of 
truth,  to  which  attaches  the  force  of  omnipotence 
itself,  and  thus  impresses  lessons  of  sublime  signifi- 
cance. It  has  no  analogy,  however,  with  the  chival- 
ric  degrees,  and  by  many  writers  is  regarded  as  out 
of  place  in  the  recognition  accorded  to  it  in  the 
American  system  of  Templary.  Dr.  Creigh,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  a  report  presented  by  him  to  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  that  jurisdiction,  refers  to  the  Order 
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of  the  Red  Cross  as  an  "  interpolation  "  which  44  should 
never  have  had  any  connection  with  the  Templar  Or- 
der, being  unworthy  of  the  high  character  of  the 
Christian  Orders  of  Knighthood."  In  the  judgment 
of  Bro.  Geo.  C.  Connor,  of  Tennessee,  this  Order  is  not 
so  much  out  of  harmony  with  the  distinctive  grades 
of  the  Templar  system  as  would  at  first  appear.  He 
defines  it  as  44  an  Order  founded  upon  Truth,  recog- 
nizing the  God  of  Truth  as  the  one  true  and  living 
God."  As  thus  regarded  it  may  well  hold  its  place 
as  preparatory  to  the  Order  of  the  Temple.  44  As  Ju- 
daism was  a  preparation  for  Christianity,"  says  Sir 
Knight  Connor,  44  so  let  the  Illustrious  Order  of  the 
Red  Cross  be  a  preparation  for  the  Christian  Order 
of  the  Temple." 

Whether  considered  as  congruous  to  the  Templar 
system,  or  otherwise,  there  can  be  no  question  that 
the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross,  whose  Masonic  parent- 
age is  clearly  proven,  has  an  abiding  place  in  the 
organization  that  now  gives  it  recognition,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  degrees  of  Knight  Templar  and  Knight 
of  Malta.  The  Red  Cross  Order  constitutes  an  hon- 
orable grade  in  the  system  of  American  Templary, 
and  as  such  is  entitled  to  its  full  measure*  of  respect. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  this  degree  of  Red 
Cross  Knight  was  invented  by  Thos.  Smith  Webb, 
for  the  evidence  is  abundant  and  clear  to  show  its  ex- 
istence many  years  prior  to  the  time  of  Webb.  There 
can  be  no  question  of  the  fact  that  such  a  degree,  in 
ceremony  and  ritual  much  like  the  present  form,  was 
worked  by  brethren  associated  in  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ters, and  in  Councils,  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
Eighteenth  Century.     Undoubtedly  the  Order  was 
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thus  conferred  in  Boston,  Providence,  Philadelphia, 
Charleston,  and  elsewhere.  There  is  good  warrant, 
however,  for  the  inference  that  Webb  rendered  an 
important  service  in  improving  the  ritual  of  the  Red 
Cross,  and  in  adapting  it  for  use  in  the  Templar  sys- 
tem as  practised  in  this  country. 

American  Templary  takes  on  its  distinctive  form 
and  character  from  the  two  Orders  of  Christian 
Knighthood  included  within  its  lines — Knight  Tem- 
plar, and  Knight  of  Malta.  The  last  named  grade  is 
founded  on  a  suggestive  legend,  viz:  St.  Paul's  ship- 
wreck and  consequent  visit  to  the  island  of  Malta, 
and  embodies  important  lessons  of  faith  and  morals, 
which  a^re  illustrated  by  emblems  of  beautiful  signifi- 
cance. This  degree  holds  a  marked  resemblance  to 
the  Knight  of  the  Mediterranean  Pass,  Knight  of  St. 
Paul,  etc.,  practised  in  other  bodies,  but  never  made 
specially  prominent  in  those  organizations.  Such, 
indeed,  has  been  the  case  with  the  Knight  of  Malta 
grade  in  the  Templar  organization — it  has  had  less 
attention,  perhaps,  than  it  deserved,  being  commonly 
relegated  to  a  subordinate  place  of  rank  and  interest. 

Most  assuredly,  on  historical  or  traditional  grounds, 
fairly  well  defined,  the  Order  of  Malta,  representing 
the  Brothers  of  St.  John  or  Ancient  Hospitallers, 
might  almost  seem  entitled  to  precedence.  It  claims 
an  earlier  origin  ;  and  it  maintained  its  vigor  and  pre- 
served its  influence  long  after  its  associate  Order  was 
suppressed.  The  same  exalted  spirit  of  chivalry  char- 
acterized the  Ancient  Knights  of  St.  John  and  the 
Knights  of  the  Temple.  It  was  the  spirit  which 
Hallam  defines  as  "an  active  sense  of  justice,  an  ar- 
dent indignation  against  wrong,  a  determination  of 
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courage  to  its  best  end,  the  prevention  or  redress 
of  wrongs,"  combined  with  "  loyalty,  courtesy,  mag- 
nanimity." Both  of  these  Orders  bore  the  same  chiv- 
alric  stamp,  and  thus  they  became  grandly  distin- 
guished. Side  by  side  the  Knights  Hospitallers  and 
the  valiant  Tetnplars  fought  many  hard  battles  with 
the  Turks  and  Saracens,  so  gaining  a  reputation  that 
will  long  abide.  Modern  Templary  is  greatly  fav- 
ored in  being  able  to  trace,  even  traditionally,  a  line 
of  descent  from  such  heroic  sources. 

But,  as  already  intimated,  the  distinctive  character 
of  the  Templar  institution  in  the  present  century, 
depends  chiefly  upon  the  one  grade  which  fixes  the 
title  of  the  Order.  The  rank,  prestige,  and  influence 
of  the  modern  organization,  are  very  closely  inter- 
woven with  the  Order  of  Knights  Templars,  concern- 
ing which,  as  established  in  the  Middle  Ages,  the 
most  of  related  interest  attaches.  It  matters  not  that 
only  a  line  of  tradition  connects  the  modern  Tem- 
plars with  the  Ancient  Order;  that  the  associations 
are  mostly  those  of  sentiment  and  symbolism ;  still 
are  the  connecting  links  held  precious,  and  intelligent 
Knights  Templars  of  to-day  turn  their  mental  vision 
earnestly  and  enquiringly  to  the  Templary  that  was 
so  powerful  centuries  ago. 

The  ancient  Templars  were  a  military  Brotherhood 
instituted  for  the  protection  of  Christian  pilgrims  in 
Palestine.  Nine  devoted  Knights,  among  whom  were 
Hugh  de  Payens  and  Geoffrey  de  St.  Aldemar,  bound 
themselves  together  in  the  formation  of  such  a  body. 
They  first  took  the  name  of  "  Poor  Fellow  Soldiers 
of  Jesus  Christ;"  but  in  1118,  when  they  were  given 
an  establishment  near  the  supposed  site  of  King  Sol- 
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onion's  Temple,  they  acquired  the  title  of  u  Knights 
of  the  Temple,"  and  from  that  time  forward  were 
commonly  called  Templars.  The  story  has  often 
been  told — how  they  grew  strong  in  numbers  and  in 
wealth,  rendering  a  service  of  valor  and  benevolence 
in  Palestine — how,  after  their  return  from  the  11  Holy 
Wars,"  they  were  the  recipients  of  vast  estates  and 
made  their  Order  powerful  both  in  France  and  Eng- 
land, until  their  prosperity  brought  against  them  the 
forces  of  envy  and  persecution  which  proved  their 
ruin.  The  end  came  with  the  death  of  their  Grand 
Master  Jacques  de  Molay,  who  was  executed  March 
18,  1313.  The  dispersion  and  suppression  of  the 
Order  soon  followed. 

It  does  not  come  within  the  province  of  the  present 
writer  to  consider  in  this  connection  the  claims  some- 
times advanced,  viz :  that  the  Ancient  Order  survived 
the  period  of  persecution,  was  never  suppressed,  but 
has  maintained  its  existence  in  France  and  England, 
being  the  actual  source  and  legitimate  authority  for 
Templar  organizations  of  comparatively  modern  date 
established  in  those  countries,  as  well  as  in  other 
lands.  There  is  no  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  such 
conclusions.  Many  of  the  manuscripts  quoted  in 
support  of  such  a  theory  are  of  doubtful  authenticity. 
Dr.  Woodford,  in  Kenning  s  Cyclopa'dia,  expresses 
his  judgment  as  follows : 

"  We  doubt  the  authenticity  of  these  manuscripts,  and  we  re- 
ject the  foolish  theory.  It  has  been  averred  that  some  of  the 
Templars  Med  into  Scotland,  and  there  united  with  the  Free- 
masons in  perpetuating  the  Order.  This  was  the  idle  legend  of 
the  Strict  Observance.  It  has  been  declared  that  an  order  of 
the  Temple  has  existed  in  Paris  ever  since,  which  preserved  cer- 
tain relics  of  Molai  and  others,  and  bases  its  existence  on  the 
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charter  of  Larmenius.  We  believe  that  the  charter  is  an  abso- 
lute forgery,  and  the  historic  continuation,  despite  great  names, 
a  pure  myth.  We  know  too  well  the  history  of  Templar  sup- 
pression now  to  accept  any  such  theory.  In  England  they  were 
either  sent  to  monasteries  in  the  north,  or  wandered  about  in 
the  south  ;  some  were  supported  by  "pensions"  granted  by  the 
Knights  Hospitallers  ;  and  for  over  500  years  nothing  was  heard 
in  England  of  this  great  and  cruelly  persecuted  order.  Some- 
where about  1770  there  arose  an  adopted  order  of  the  same 
name  in  England  ;  and  the  French  movement,  which  seems  to 
have  sprung  from  Ramsay's  Templar  theory,  culminated  in  the 
Strict  Observance.  But,  alas  !  the  Nemesis  of  history  always 
rejects  pure  fable  and  carefully  arranged  perversions  of  truth  ; 
and  the  relentless  criticism  of  the  last  twenty-five  years  specially 
has  endorsed  the  condemnation  of  older  German  writers  as  re- 
gards assertions  which  are  fictions,  claims  which  are  childish, 
and  idle  pretensions,  hurtful  alike  to  the  teaching  and  temper 
of  cosmopolitan  Freemasonry.  What  the  exact  connection  of 
the  Templars  with  Freemasonry  was,  must  always  be  a  moot 
question.  The  alleged  Roman  MSS.  published  by  Merzdorff 
assert  a  distinct  union  between  Masonry  and  the  Knights  Tem- 
plar. But  as  we  reject  these  MSS.  unhesitatingly,  until  better 
evidence  is  given  of  their  existence  and  age,  we  cannot  rest  any 
argument  on  their  evidence.  We  believe  that  the  Knights 
Templar  found  Freemasonry  existing,  and  adapted  it,  in  some 
way,  in  their  secret  chapters,  to  their  own  purposes  and  for 
their  own  ends,  whatever  they  may  have  really  been  ;  but  we 
utterly  reject  the  hypothesis,  as  alike  unnatural  and  unhistorical, 
which  seeks  to  make  Freemasonry  a  product  of  Templarism." 

The  writer  of  this  History  has  no  doubt  in  regard 
to  the  suppression  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Templars 
as  affirmed  by  the  most  reliable  authorities.  What- 
ever society  lays  claim  to  be  its  direct,  lineal,  suc- 
cessor, needs  to  show  stronger  proofs  than  any  which 
have  yet  been  presented.  The  Masonic  Templarism 
of  the  Eighteenth  and  Nineteenth  Centuries  may 
only  claim  to  be  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order, 
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by  the  traditions,  lessons  and  legends,  incorporated 
into  the  modern  system,  and  by  the  likeness  of  senti- 
ment and  of  faith  in  many  respects  discernible.  The 
traditional  connection  is  worth  preserving  and  empha- 
sizing. There  is  a  flavor  of  the  old  heroic  spirit  in 
modern  Templary  that  could  not  well  be  spared ;  and 
there  are  reminders  of  the  pilgrims  and  warriors  of 
crusading  times,  which  brighten  the  pages  of  the 
Templar  ritual  as  it  is  now  learned  and  taught.  But 
to  claim  anything  more  than  this — to  assert  that  the 
Templarism  of  the  Nineteenth  Century  is  historically 
the  successor  of  the  Templar  Order  of  the  Crusades 
— seems  alike  unnecessary  and  unwise. 

If  it  is  conceded  that  Masonic  Templarism  is  com- 
paratively a  modern  institution,  there  will  be  less  dif- 
ficulty in  passing  upon  the  question  as  to  whether  or 
not  there  was  any  actual  connection  between  the 
Ancient  Order  of  the  Temple  and  Freemasonry. 
Such  a  connection  has  been  claimed.  Distinguished 
Knights  Templars  have  stated  that  "although  the 
professed  object  of  the  Ancient  Templars  was  to  pro- 
tect Christian  pilgrims,  whose  mistaken  zeal  had  led 
them  to  the  Holy  Land,  yet  it  is  beyond  a  doubt  that 
the  chief  and  primary  intention  was  to  practice  and 
preserve  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  Freemasonry." 
Such  an  identification  could  not  have  existed.  The 
evidence  is  altogether  wanting  to  establish  the  theory 
that  the  Craftsmen  of  the  Middle  Ages  organized  the 
Ancient  Templar  Society;  or  to  support  that  other 
proposition  which  assumes  Freemasonry  to  have  been 
fostered  and  preserved  by  the  Ancient  Templar  Or- 
der. An  eminent  Sir  Knight,  Past  Grand  Master 
James  H.  Hopkins,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  in  treating 
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this  claim  in  one  of  its  forms,  says:  "The  claim 
cannot  be  substantiated,  inasmuch  as  the  Order  of  the 
Temple  was  founded  in  1118,  and  that  of  Freema- 
sonry in  1717,  and  at  later  times  did  not  exist  as  an 
institution  like  unto  that  of  the  Eighteenth  or  even 
of  the  Sixteenth  Century,  much  less  like  that  of  any 
other  existing  organization  of  the  Twelfth  Century, 
when  the  Templars  of  the  Crusades  had  their  origin." 
The  excellent  authority  quoted  adds  the  suggestive 
statement  that  in  the  middle  and  latter  portions  of 
the  Eighteenth  Century, "  there  are  abundant  records 
to  show  Masonry  and  Knighthood  living  and  working 
together,"  from  which  fraternal  sympathy  inferences 
may  be  drawn  as  to  their  common  origin,  purposes, 
etc.  Such  inferences,  while  hardly  justifying  the 
conclusion  "  that  the  Order  of  Knights  Templars  is 
dependent  upon  Freemasonry  for  its  cement,  and  that 
the  principles  which  govern  one  govern  both,"  are  yet 
a  sufficient  warrant  for  the  opinion  expressed  at  the 
beginning  of  this  Chapter,  viz:  that  there  is  ample 
justification  for  the  use  of  the  terms  "  Masonic  Tem- 
plary  "  and  44  Templar  Masonry."  Taking  this  view, 
however,  there  are  distinctions  between  Freemasonry 
and  Christian  Knighthood  represented  in  the  modern 
Order  of  Knights  Templars,  which  must  not  be  ob- 
scured. Templary  is  essentially  a  Christian  institu- 
tion ;  it  requires  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  and  makes 
much  in  its  ceremonies  of  the  sufferings,  death  and 
resurrection  of  Him  who  is  called  the  Lord  of  Light 
and  Life. 

Masonic  Templary  was  but  little  known  or  prac- 
tised in  the  Eighteenth  Century.  In  Great  Britain, 
as  in  America,  the  first  recognition  of  the  grade  of 
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Knight  Templar  was  by  Lodges,  or  Chapters  working 
under  Lodge  warrants.  The  expression  "  Royal  Arch 
Templar,"  sometimes  found  in  old  certificates  or  other 
Masonic  documents,  shows  how  the  degree  was  first 
regarded  and  worked.  St.  Andrew's  Royal  Arch 
Lodge,  of  Boston,  held  its  first  recorded  meeting 
August  28,  1701),  the  entry  under  that  date  being  as 
follows : 

44  The  petition  of  Brother  William  Davis  coming  before  the 
Lodge,  begging  to  have  and  receive  the  parts  belonging  to  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  which,  being  read,  was  received,  and  he 
unanimously  voted  in  and  was  accordingly  made  by  receiving 
the  four  steps,  that  of  Excellent,  Super-Excellent,  Royal  Arch, 
and  Knight  Templar." 

Bro.  Wm.  J.  Hughan,  commenting  upon  this  rec- 
ord, of  the  authenticity  of  which  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  says:  44  This  minute  contains  the  earliest 
known  reference  in  the  world  to  the  degree  of  a  Ma- 
sonic Knight  Templar."  A  few  years  later  Kilwin- 
ning Lodge,  No.  75,  Dublin,  Ireland,  was  conferring 
the  degree  of  Knight  Templar.  In  Scotland,  at  a 
still  later  period,  but  before  the  close  of  the  Eight- 
eenth Century,  this  degree  with  other  associated  high 
degrees  became  somewhat  known,  but  was  regarded 
with  but  little  favor.  Thomas  Dunckerley  is  sup- 
posed to  have  given  some  impetus  to  the  high  grade 
movement  in  England,  and  to  have  shown  aptitude 
in  formulating  rituals  for  chivalric  degrees  and  in 
constituting  various  Orders  more  or  less  in  alliance 
with  Freemasonry.  There  were  several  "  Encamp- 
ments"  in  England  at  the  time.  In  this  country, 
until  near  the  close  of  the  Eighteenth  Century,  there 
were  no  independent  organizations  of  Knights  Tern- 
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plars ;  and  the  conferring  of  that  Order,  as  of  the 
other  degrees  included  in  the  present  system  of  Amer- 
ican Templary,  was  in  very  crude  form  and  without 
any  well  defined  authority.  Lodge  warrants  were  in- 
terpreted in  a  very  elastic  manner,  being  supposed  to 
give  sanction  for  almost  any  proceeding  to  which  the 
name  Masonic  could  properly  be  applied.  Then,  the 
old  rule,  allowing  three  Knights  Templars,  hailing 
from  three  different  bodies,  to  meet  together  and 
transact  business,  was  taken  to  justify  the  creating  of 
temporary  organizations  for  the  purpose  of  conferring 
the  degree  or  degrees  on  a  certain  number  of  candi- 
dates, after  which  ceremony  the  meeting  dissolved 
and  the  temporary  body  ceased  to  act. 

Thus  there  were  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross  and 
Knights  Templars  in  different  parts  of  the  country 
some  time  previous  to  the  establishment  of  Templary 
as  an  independent  institution.  This  was  the  case  in 
Boston,  Providence,  Hartford,  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  Charleston,  and  probably  in  other 
localities  where  the  Masonic  Fraternity  had  become 
strong  and  prosperous.  Then  followed  organizations, 
with  their  scope  and  purposes  more  or  less  clearly  de- 
fined, instituted  by  virtue  of  inherent  right,  or  under 
the  sanction  of  Scottish  Rite  bodies  or  other  recog- 
nized authority.  Maryland  Commandery,  No.  1,  of 
Baltimore,  claims  an  organization  going  back  to  17 IK), 
in  which  year  it  is  assumed  to  have  conferred  the  Or- 
ders of  Knighthood.  The  claim  does  not  rest  on  sat- 
isfactory historic  grounds.  South  Carolina  Encamp- 
ment, No.  1,  is  supposed  to  have  been  formed  at 
Charleston  in  1780.  A  well  authenticated  Templar 
diploma,  issued  by  the  Invincible  Order  of  Knights 
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Templars  of  St.  Andrew's  Lodge,  No.  1,  held  in 
Charleston,  S.  C,  has  been  preserved,  and  is  generally 
regarded  as  the  earliest  Templar  diploma  of  which 
there  is  any  knowledge.    It  was  issued  to  Bro.  Sir 

J  o 

Henry  Beaumont,  under  date  of  August  1,  1783,  and 
the  emblems  stamped  upon  it  are  such  as  to  justify 
the  inference  that  the  Templar  degrees  and  those  of 
the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  sustained  at  that  time 
a  kindred  relation. 

In  New  York,  on  St.  John  the  Evangelist's  Day 
1785,  "  Knights  Templars,  with  swords,"  marched  in 
a  Masonic  procession.  Newspapers  of  the  time  record 
other  appearances  in  succeeding  years  —  notably  the 
marching  of  Knights  Templars  "with  their  presiding 
officer"  in  a  Masonic  procession,  Dec.  30,  1799,  on 
which  date  "  funeral  rites  in  commemoration  of  our 
illustrious  brother  George  Washington  were  held." 
The  "Old  Encampment,"  sometimes  referred  to  as 
"  Morton's  Encampment,"  is  believed  to  have  existed 
several  years  before  the  close  of  the  last  Century ;  it 
disappeared  in  1810.  There  were  other  Templar 
bodies  organized  in  New  York  city,  and  elsewhere 
in  the  State,  about  that  period.  Among  them  was 
Temple  Encampment,  No.  2,  of  Albany,  supposed  to 
have  been  instituted  in  1790.  Its  early  records  are 
missing,  however,  and  nothing  is  certain  as  connected 
with  its  establishment  and  first  proceedings. 

Pennsylvania  has  claimed  priority  in  the  organic 
life  of  Templary  in  this  country.  The  evidence  is 
sufficient  to  establish  the  proposition  that  the  Knight 
Templar  grade  was  conferred  under  sanction  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  jurisdiction  as  early  as  1794. 
Organizations  called  44  Encampments "  quickly  fol- 
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lowed,  and  a  Grand  Encampment,  claiming  general 
powers,  was  formed  in  1797.  Four  Templar  bodies 
were  recognized  in  the  formation  of  that  Grand  Body, 
viz:  Philadelphia,  No.  1;  Philadelphia,  No.  2;  Har- 
risburg,  No.  3 ;  and  Carlisle,  No.  4.  No  record  ex- 
ists, so  far  as  known,  of  any  meetings  held  by  the 
Grand  Body,  or  of  any  action  taken  by  it  in  issuing 
Charters  or  exercising  rule  over  Subordinates.  Its 
life  was  exceedingly  brief.  The  four  Encampments 
just  named  ceased  to  exist  after  1824;  although  St. 
John's  Commandery,  No.  1,  of  Philadelphia,  succes- 
sor of  "  Encampment,  No.  1,"  may  be  regarded  as  in 
some  sense  binding  the  early  organization,  of  which 
mention  has  here  been  made,  with  the  present  insti- 
tution of  Templary. 

Masonic  Templary  was  recognized  in  Connecticut 
as  early  as  1796,  when,  according  to  a  statement  made 
before  A nti- Masonic  times,  and  never  questioned,  so 
far  as  the  knowledge  of  the  present  writer  extends, 
an  Encampment  was  formed  at  Colchester,  Conn., 
and  the  Order  of  Knighthood  conferred  on  several 
Royal  Arch  Masons.  It  was  in  accord  with  the  doc- 
trine  of  "  inherent  right "  that  this  organization  was 
effected  in  July,  1796.  The  records  of  the  early 
meetings  were  not  preserved;  but  in  June,  1801,  it 
claims  to  have  perfected  its  organization,  and  sought 
authority  for  its  meetings  and  the  conferring  of  de- 
grees. This  authority  was  obtained  in  the  form  of  a 
Charter  issued  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Eng- 
land, September  o,  1803,  which  was  regarded  as  a 
sufficient  sanction  for  meetings  and  work  until  April 
28,  1819,  when  the  Encampment — Washington — be- 
came allegiant  to  and  under  the  direct  rule  of  the 
General  Grand  .Encampment  of  the  United  States. 
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In  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  where  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  had  been 
conferred — no  doubt  in  a  much  abridged  form — from 
the  time  when  St.  Andrews  Chapter  had  sanctioned 
such  a  course  of  procedure,  in  17C>1>,  there  had  been 
occasional  attempts  at  independent  organization.  As 
early  as  1705,  there  was  an  unconstituted  association 
of  Knights  at  Newburyport,  Mass.,  which  held  meet- 
ings and  conferred  degrees,  making  no  sign  of  ac- 
knowledgment to  any  supreme  authority.  In  Boston, 
a  Council  of  the  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross  was 
organized  March  12,  1802,  merging  itself,  four  years 
later — March  15,  1800  —  in  Boston  Encampment, 
which  has  had  continuous  life  and  prosperity,  and 
now  includes  a  larger  number  of  members  than  any 
other  Templar  organization  in  the  world.  Dr.  Wins- 
low  Lewis,  alike  honored  and  prominent  as  a  Mason 
and  Knight  Templar,  in  an  address  delivered  before 
Boston  Encampment  gave  the  following  succinct  nar- 
rative of  the  beginnings  of  Boston  Council  and  En- 
campment : 

"  In  1802,  Benjamin  Hurd,  Elisha  Sigourney,  Benjamin  South, 
Joshua  Eaton,  Samuel  Billings,  and  Henry  Fowle,  all  of  whom 
had  received,  some  years  previously,  from  competent  authority, 
the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross,  agreed  to  establish  a  Council  of 
that  Order  in  this  city  ;  and  as  there  was  not  at  that  time  any 
Grand  Encampment,  or  superior  establishment,  of  authority  in 
this  country,  to  take  cognizance  of  their  doings,  or  sanction 
their  proceedings,  they  calied  an  assembly  at  Masons'  Hall,  at 
the  (ireen  Dragon,  elected  officers,  and  agreed  to  hold  their  as- 
semblies in  the  Red  Cross  Order  only.  They  continued  until 
March  15,  1806  ;  when  it  was  dissolved,  as  it  was  considered  by 
them  illegal  to  hold  their  meetings,  as  there  was  then  an  estab- 
lished (irand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  who  could  not 
recognize  this  body,  or  their  principles  of  organization.  Henry 
Fowle  was  the  first  officer  of  this  body  during  its  existence. 
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"  The  necessity  for  the  formation  of  an  Encampment  of 
Knights  Templar  was  strongly  pressed  upon  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  by  some  illegal  transactions  which 
took  place  a  short  time  previous  to  their  organization.  A  num- 
ber of  foreigners,  principally  Irish,  and  not  of  a  very  reputable 
character,  attempted  to  establish  an  Encampment  of  Knights 
Templar  in  the  town  of  Boston  ;  and  actually  conferred  the 
Degrees  of  Mark  Master,  Royal  Arch,  and  several  others,  be- 
sides that  of  Knights  Templar,  on  ten  or  twelve  persons  of  no 
better  reputation  than  themselves  :  and,  in  order  to  give  a  color 
of  authority  to  their  proceedings,  they  stole  the  charter  of  the 
Rising  States  Lodge,  and  carried  it  in  a  coach  over  one  bridge, 
bringing  it  into  town  by  another  ;  thereby  constituting  it,  as 
they  expressed  it,  a  travelling  lodge. 

"  The  Boston  Council  were  perfectly  acquainted  with  all  their 
movements,  and,  in  concert  with  the  Grand  Marshal  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  formed  and  executed  a  plan  by  which  all  the 
members  of  this  new  establishment  were  seized  in  the  very  act 
of  conferring  the  Orders  ;  and  the  said  charter,  together  with 
all  the  jewels  of  the  said  Lodge,  were  found  with  them,  and 
restored.  In  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  a  revival  of  such  busi- 
ness, the  Boston  Council  determined  to  open  an  Encampment 
of  Knights  Templar  and  Knights  of  Malta  of  the  Order  of  St. 
John  of  Jerusalem.  This  was  accomplished  ;  and  the  first 
meeting  was  on  Saturday  evening,  Dec.  21,  1805." 

March  3,  1806,  a  charter  was  granted  to  Boston 
Encampment  by  the  Grand  Encampment  which  had  * 
been  formed  in  Providence,  May,  1805,  under  the 
name  of  the  44  Grand  Encampment  of  Rhode  Island 
and  jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging." 

Before  tracing  the  origin  and  expansion  of  the 
Grand  Body  thus  designated,  attention  should  be 
given  to  the  formation  of  St.  John's  Encampment, 
Providence,  as  a  body  of  Knights  Templars,  August 
23,  1802;  for  the  last  named  organization  was  the 
creating  influence  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
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jurisdiction,  while  indirectly,  if  not  directly,  it  had 
much  to  do  with  the  establishment  of  the  present 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

Prior  to  the  organizing  of  St.  John's  Encampment 
there  were  Knights  Templars  in  Providence.  As 
such  they  had  been  recognized  by  their  Masonic 
brethren,  and  had  marched  with  them,  carrying  the 
Templar  standard,  on  January  7,  1800,  when  a  public 
demonstration  was  made  by  the  Craft  of  Providence 
and  vicinity  in  commemoration  of  General  George 
Washington,  then  lately  deceased.  John  S.  Warner, 
one  of  the  founders  of  St.  John's  Encampment,  held 
a  Templar  diploma,  dated  April  28, 1793.  Evidently 
the  Sir  Knights  who  established  the  organization,  in 
1802,  had  often  taken  counsel  together  before  they 
proceeded  to  act  in  the  manner  described  by  the 
original  records.  The  report  of  the  first  regular 
meeting  may  well  be  given  in  this  connection.  It 
reads,  in  part,  as  follows: 

"Providence,  August  23d,  1802.  The  Knights  of  the  most 
noble  and  magnanimous  Orders,  of  the  Red  Cross  and  of 
Malta,  Knights  Templars,  and  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem,  residing  in  the  town  of  Providence,  having  at  a 
previous  assembly  determined,  4  that  it  is  proper  and  expedi- 
ent for  the  preservation  and  promotion  of  the  honor  and  dig- 
nity of  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  that  an  Encampment  should 
be  formed  and  established  in  the  said  town,'  assembled  at 
Mason's  Hall,  for  that  purpose,  at  7  o'clock,  p.  m.  Present, 
Sir  Thomas  S.  Webb,  Sir  Jeremiah  F.  Jenkins,  Sir  Samuel  Snow, 
Sir  Daniel  Stillwell,  Sir  John  S.  Warner,  Sir  Nicholas  Hoppin. 

The  Knights  having  unanimously  placed  Sir  Thomas  S.  Webb 
in  the  chair,  then  proceeded  to  form  and  open  a  regular  En- 
campment of  the  several  Orders  before  mentioned,  in  solemn 
and  ancient  form,  by  the  name  of  St.  John's  Encampment. 
The  encampment  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  officers  by 
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ballot,  when  the  following  Knights  were  duly  elected  and  quali- 
fied to  the  offices  affixed  to  their  respective  names,  viz  :— 

Sir  Thomas  S.  Webb,  Grand  Master. 
Sir  Jeremiah  F.  Jenkins,  Generalissimo. 
Sir  Thomas  Snow,  Captain-General. 
Sir  Daniel  Stillwell,  Standard  Bearer. 
Sir  John  S.  Warner,  Sword  Bearer. 
Sir  Nicholas  Hoppin,  Guard." 

A  committee,  of  which  Sir  Knight  Webb  was 
chairman,  appointed  at  this  first  regular  meeting, 
reported  a  code  of  By-Laws  at  an  adjourned  meet- 
ing, convened  September  13,  1802,  which  laws  were 
adopted,  and  continued,  with  but  slight  changes,  to 
be  the  governing  rules  of  the  Encampment  for  nearly 
forty  years.  Among  the  rules  thus  approved  and 
mantained  was  the  following,  concerning  costume: 

"  Third—  That  every  member  of  the  Encampment  shall  with- 
out delay,  furnish  himself  with  the  uniform  of  the  Order,  viz., 
a  black  coat,  vest,  breeches  and  stockings,  or  pantaloons,  sash, 
half  boots,  apron,  poniard,  cocked  hat  and  hanger  ;  and  no 
member  shall  be  permitted  to  have  a  voice  or  vote  at  any  regu- 
lar meeting  of  the  Encampment,  at  which  he  shall  appear  defi- 
cient in  either  of  the  said  articles  ;  and  for  every  deficiency  he 

shall  also  pay  a  fine  of  twenty-five  cents." 
♦ 

That  recognition  was  given  at  the  first  to  the  sev- 
eral degrees  included  in  the  present  system  of  Amer- 
ican Templary  is  shown  by  another  article  in  the 
accepted  code — as  follows : 

"Fifth — That  the  following  shall  be  the  fee  table  in  this 
Encampment,  viz  :  For  promotion  to  the  several  Orders  of 
Knights  of  the  Red  Cross,  Knights  Templars  and  Knights  of 
Malta,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars.  For  admission  as  a 
member,  if  not  promoted  in  this  Encampment,  ten  dollars; 
which  said  fees  shall  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  Re- 
corder before  a  ballot  shall  be  taken  for  the  acceptance  of  a 
candidate." 
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Thomas  Smith  Webb  was  the  first  presiding  officer 
in  St.  Johns  Encampment,  being  successively  chosen 
"Grand  Master"  until  the  Charter  was  obtained  in 
1805.  That  he  was  the  principal  mover  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  body,  organized  at  the  first  on  the 
"  inherent  right "  basis,  but  confirmed  very  soon  in 
its  accustomed  rights  and  privileges,  by  a  charter 
granted  as  heretofore  stated,  cannot  be  questioned. 
Just  when  and  where  Webb  received  the  Orders  in 
which  he  took  so  much  interest  is  not  known.  Sir 
William  S.  Gardner,  a  careful  writer  whose  opinions 
deserve  special  consideration,  held  to  the  view  that 
Webb  took  the  higher  degrees  and  Orders — many  of 
them  at  least — in  Boston ;  and  the  fact  that  he  was  a 
frequent  visitor  in  St.  Andrew's  Chapter  of  that  city 
would  favor  such  an  inference.  Sir  T.  S.  Parvin,  of 
Iowa,  expresses  his  opinion  that  Webb  received  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  in  Philadelphia  prior  to  1802; 
but  he  has  no  conclusive  evidence  to  support  the 
theory  advanced.  Some  writers  think  that  to  Tem- 
ple Commandery,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  belongs  the  high 
honor  of  conferring  upon  the  author  of  the  "  Free- 
masons' Monitor"  the  Orders  of  Knighthood;  but 
inasmuch  as  that  body  is  not  named  in  the  first  edi- 
tion of  the  Monitor,  published  at  Albany  in  1797, 
nor  indeed  in  other  editions  quickly  following,  there 
seems  to  be  little  reason  for  accepting  such  a  con- 
clusion. A  more  plausible  view  is  that  Webb  re- 
ceived the  Orders  of  Knight  Templar  and  Knight  of 
Malta  in  the  Old  Encampment  of  New  York  city,  in 
1700,  this  view  being  supported  by  the  fact  that  in 
the  original  edition  of  his  Monitor,  issued  the  year 
following,  he  gives  the  names  of  the  principal  officers 
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of  that  body,  viz:  Jacob  Morton,  Grand  Master; 
John  Abrams,  Generalissimo,  and  Martin  Hoffman, 
Captain  General. 

But  however  and  wherever  he  obtained  the  Orders, 
there  is  no  gainsaying  the  proposition  that  the  active 
Templar  life  of  the  great  ritualist  and  organizer  be- 
gan in  Providence,  and  found  its  first  expression  in 
the  establishment  of  St.  John's  Encampment  of  that 
city.  To  this  body  he  furnished  first  of  all  the  more 
complete  ceremony  and  ritual  which  contributed  so 
much  to  bring  it  into  deserved  prominence,  while  in 
many  ways,  by  his  presence,  ability,  and  enthusiasm, 
he  helped  to  send  it  forward  along  that  path  of  useful- 
ness which  has  broadened  and  brightened  until  now. 

It  may  not  be  affirmed  that  Webb  originated  the 
rituals  and  ceremonies  of  American  Templary,  any 
more  than  it  may  be  claimed  he  invented  the  Orders; 
but  it  may  be  said  that  he  reduced  the  fragments  to 
order  and  beauty ;  he  elaborated  the  system,  elimi- 
nated some  features  and  added  others,  so  that  he  is 
entitled  to  foremost  place  among  the  Templar,  as  well 
as  distinctively  Masonic,  ritualists  of  this  country. 

St.  John's  Commandery — Encampment,  until  the 
comparatively  recent  change  of  nomenclature  —  has 
known  no  interregnum  from  the  time  of  its  formation 
until  now.  It  has  complete  records  from  that  first 
meeting  in  1802,  when  it  was  established  for  the  con- 
ferring of  the  three  Orders  that  constitute  the  system 
of  American  Templary.  It  ranks  as  No.  1  among 
sister  Commanderies,  by  the  charter  it  received,  in 
1805,  from  the  Grand  Body  which  had  acquired  juris- 
diction. It  asks  recognition  for  seniority,  not  claim- 
ing to  be  the  first  body  organized  in  this  country  to 
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confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  but  believing  itself 
to  be  the  first  permanent  Templar  organization,  priv- 
ileged to  look  over  an  unbroken  line  of  years  now 
approaching  a  full  century,  and  stamp  upon  its  records 
and  documents  the  legend  that  but  declares  the  fact : 
"Sine  intermissione  ab  initio." 

In  the  early  years  of  its  history,  as  in  the  later 
period,  many  distinguished  citizens  were  received 
into  the  membership  of  St.  John's  Commandery. 
Among  those  of  the  first  period  were  several  emi- 
nent clergymen,  the  record  in  this  respect  being 
as  follows: 

"Oct.  10,  1 8 1 7.  Rev.  Barnabas  Bates,  Pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Bristol,  was  Knighted.  April  24,  1818.  Rev.  Luther 
Wright,  of  Barrington,  was  Knighted.  April  2,  1S21.  Rev. 
George  Taft,  L).  D.,  late  Rector  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
Pawtucket,  was  Knighted.  Jan.  5,  1826.  Rev.  Alexander  V. 
Griswold,  I).  D.,  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Rhode  Island,  Rev. 
Dr.  Stephen  Gano,  Pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and 
Rev.  Luther  Hamilton,  after  being  duly  prepared,  were  intro- 
duced and  created  Knights  Templars,  and  Knights  of  Malta,  of 
the  Order  of  holy  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  in  regular  and  im- 
pressive form." 

In  the  record  of  1819  appears  a  reference  to  Jeremy 
L.  Cross,  then  residing  temporarily  in  Providence, 
showing  that  he  received  the  Orders  from  St.  John's 

Commandery. 

During  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement — from  1829 
to  1839 — the  Commandery  admitted  no  members,  but 
meetings  were  held,  and  officers  elected  each  year  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements.  At  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  the  clearing  of  the  storm  work  was 
resumed,  and  the  Orders  were  again  conferred  as 
in  former  days.    In  1842  new  By-Laws  were  adopted  ; 
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another  revision  was  made  in  1859,  and  in  1875  the 
present  rules  of  government  were  adopted.  The  body 
has  been  prospered  in  its  later  as  well  as  its  earlier 
history,  and  holds  a  deserved  place  of  honor  and  in- 
fluence in  the  community. 

But  what  of  the  Grand  Encampment  organized  in 
Rhode  Island  ?  It  was  more  than  the  Grand  En- 
campment of  one  small  State.  At  the  first  it  was 
more  far  reaching  in  its  assumed  authority  than  at  a 
later  period  when  it  only  claimed  jurisdiction  over  the 
States  of  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts.  This 
Body  was  organized  in  Providence,  May  13,  1805 — 
that  being  the  date  when  the  constitution  was  adopted 
as  reported  by  a  committee  previously  appointed — 
under  the  name  of  the  "  Grand  Encampment  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging."  The 
following  officers  were  elected : 

Sir  Thomas  S.  Webb,  of  Providence,  Grand  Master. 
Sir  Henry  Fowle,  of  Boston,  Generalissimo. 
Sir  Jonathan  Gage,  of  Newburyport,  Captain-General. 
Sir  John  Carlile,  of  Providence,  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
Sir  Nathan  Fisher,  of  Providence,  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
Sir  John  Davis,  of  Providence,  Grand  Sword-Bearer. 
Sir  William  Wilkinson,  of  Providence,  Grand  Standard- 
Bearer. 

Sir  William  F.  Megee,  of  Providence,  Grand  Recorder. 
Sir  Jeremiah  F.  Jenkins,  of  Providence,  Grand  Treasurer. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  October, 
1805,  an  application  was  received  from  St.  John's  En- 
campment, Providence,  asking  for  a  Charter  of  recog- 
nition confirming  the  local  body  in  its  accustomed 
rights  and  privileges,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution. 
The  Grand  Encampment  voted  that  "  the  prayer  be 
granted,  and  that  the  Grand  Officers  issue  a  Charter 
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accordingly."  At  the  next  meeting,  held  in  Provi- 
dence,  March  3,  18U6,  on  motion  of  Sir  Henry  Fowle, 
seconded  by  Sir  John  Carlile,  it  was  unanimously 

"Resolved,  That  the  style  or  title  of  this  Grand  Encampment 
be  altered,  and  that  it  shall  in  future  be  known  by  the  style  or 
title  of  *  The  United  States  Grand  Encampment,'  and  that  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution  be  altered  and  amended  accord- 

•         i  it 

ingly. 

The  Constitution  was  amended  at  this  meeting, 
and  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  Assembly  in  Bos- 
ton. A  charter  of  recognition  was  voted  to  Boston 
Encampment  in  terms  similar  to  that  issued  to  St. 
John's  Encampment.  The  amended  Constitution, 
adopted  at  a  session  held  in  Boston,  May  20,  1S0G, 
contained  the  following  provision  : 

"Sect.  3.  The  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Encampment  shall 
extend  to  any  State  or  Territory  wherein  there  is  not  a  Grand 
Encampment  regularly  established,  and  it  shall  take  cognizance 
of  and  preside  over,  all  such  Encampments  of  Knights  of 
Malta,  Knights  Templars,  and  Councils  of  Knights  of  the  Red 
Cross,  as  have  been  heretofore  instituted  and  that  shall  ac- 
knowledge its  jurisdiction  ;  and  it  shall  also  have  authority  to 
grant  charters  of  constitution  for  the  establishment  of  new  En- 
campments and  Councils  in  any  State  or  Territory,  as  aforesaid." 

Of  the  officers  elected  in  1800,  it  may  be  observed 
that  three  were  from  Providence;  three  from  Boston  ; 
two  from  Newburyport,  -Mass. ;  and  one  each  from 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  Portland,  Maine.  As  thus  organ- 
ized, and  under  the  title  last  named,  the  Grand  En- 
campment established  at  Providence,  ISO"),  continued 
to  exercise  its  asserted  powers  until  1S1G,  at  which 
time  the  words  "  United  States"  were  stricken  out  of 
the  title,  and  its  authority  was  restricted  to  the  juris- 
diction of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 
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During  all  these  years — from  1805  to  1817 — Webb 
presided  over  the  Grand  Body  as  its  General  Grand 
Master,  having  much  to  do  in  all  the  changes  made 
and  new  departures  taken.  He  was  succeeded,  June 
25,  1817,  by -Sir  William  Wilkinson,  of  Providence. 
The  life  of  this  organization  has  never  lapsed  ;  and  it 
ranks  as  the  oldest  existing  Grand  Body  of  Knight- 
hood in  the  United  States. 

That  Thomas  Smith  Webb  and  this  Body  of  which 
he  was  the  founder  were  most  influential  in  establish- 
ing the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  now  exists,  cannot  be  doubted.  It  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  in  1816  the  original  Grand  Encampment 
of  Pennsvlvania  had  ceased  to  exist,  although  in  its 
place  another  organization  had  been  established,  hav- 
ing subordinates  at  Philadelphia,  Harrisburg,  etc. ;  and 
that  the  Grand  Encampment  of  New  York  had  been 
formed  only  a  short  time  previously — this  last  named 
organization  assuming  to  exercise  authority  in  New 
York  and  other  States  wherein  no  Grand  Encamp- 
ment had  been  established  This  was  the  condition 
of  things  in  18 1C,  when  an  important  Convention,  par- 
ticipated in  by  representatives  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  New  York, 
was  held  at  New  York  city.  The  outcome  of  that 
meeting  was  the  formation  of  a  new  organization  en- 
titled the  44  General  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights 
Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  for  the  United 
States."  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  organic  life 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States, 
whose  authority  is  now  acknowledged  by  thirty-eight 
Grand  Commanderies,  and  twelve  or  more  Subordi- 
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nate  Commanderies  holding  direct  relations  with 
the  general  organization. 

Among  the  matters  of  early  Templar  history  in 
Rhode  Island  attention  may  well  be  given  to  the 
movements  resulting  in  the  establishment  of  an  En- 
campment at  Newport.  That  there  were  Red  Cross 
Knights  and  Templars  in  Newport  at  the  very  begin- 
ning of  the  present  century  is  altogether  probable ; 
but  the  first  record  of  organization  is  as  follows : 

44  Newport,  November  30,  1812. 

At  a  meeting  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Masons'  Hall  ;  pres- 
ent, Stephen  Deblois,  John  A.  Shaw,  Isaac  Stall,  Edward  Easton, 
William  Coggeshall,  Jr.,  David  M.  Coggeshall,  John  Brown, 
William  Douglass,  Richard  Merrell,  William  Davis,  James  Perry. 

Com.  Stephen  Deblois  presented  a  letter  from  Com.  Thomas 
Lownds,  of  New  York,  in  answer  to  one  wrote  him  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  amount  necessary  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Deputy  (id.  Consistory  in  Newport,  including  all  degrees 
of  Knighthood,  initiation  of  a  suitable  number  for  that  purpose, 
charter,  etc.,  etc.,  which  letter  stated  the  whole  sum  required 
for  that  purpose,  an  arrangement  being  made  to  obtain  the  sum 
necessary. 

Brother  Stephen  Deblois  moved  that  John  A.  Shaw  go  on  to 
New  York  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  same  which  be- 
ing seconded  by  Brother  Isaac  Stall  was  unanimously  agreed  to, 
which  appointment  he  accepted  and  would  make  his  arrange- 
ments to  go  the  first  opportunity— by  water,  and  the  meeting 
adjourned." 

The  record  of  a  second  meeting  shows  the  success 
of  the  mission  undertaken  by  Companion  Shaw,  viz : 

"Newport,  December  26,  1812. 

,-//  Masonic  Hall,  Com.  John  A.  Shaw  having  returned  from 
New  York  a  meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the 
result  of  his  mission.  Present,  Com.  John  A.  Shaw,  Com. 
Stephen  Deblois,  Com.  Win,  Coggeshall,  Jr.,  Com.  John  Brown, 
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Com.  Isaac  Stall,  Com.  David  M.  Coggeshall,  Com.  Richard 
Merrell,  Com.  William  Davis,  Com.  William  Douglass,  Com.  Ed- 
ward Easton,  Com.  James  Perry,  Com.  Stephen  Deblois,  declared 
the  purpose  for  which  the  meeting  was  called.  Com.  John  A. 
Shaw  stated  he  had  accomplished  th*e  object  of  his  mission  and 
that  for  the  purpose  of  better  retaining  the  ceremonies  Richard 
Merrell  and  Willam  Davis  were  permitted  to  take  with  him  the 
several  degrees  up  to  that  of  Prince  of  the  Royal  Secret,  and 
also  stated  that  he  had  obtained  a  warrant  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  establishing  the  several  degrees  in  a  Constitutional 
manner  up  to  that  of  Prince  of  the  Royal  Secret  and  that  his 
instructions  were  immediately  on  his  return  to  confer  the  same 
on  the  remainder  of  the  petitioners  which  with  Richard  Merrell. 
William  Davis  and  himself  would  make  a  Constitutional  mini- 
ber  to  warrant  the  establishment  in  commencing  their  labor. 
Com.  John  A.  Shaw  requested  the  Companions  to  withdraw  in 
order  that  a  Grand  Council  of  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross  might 
be  opened  for  their  admission  ;  they  having  withdrawn  a  Coun- 
cil of  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross  being  declared  open  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  new  Encampment,  Com.  John  A.  Shaw 
proposed  as  candidates  Stephen  Deblois,  John  Brown,  William 
Coggeshall,  Jr.,  Edward  Easton,  William  Douglass,  David  M. 
Coggeshall,  Isaac  Stall  and  James  Perry  which  being  seconded 
by  Com.  Merrell  a  ballot  was  taken  which  being  unanimous  in 
their  favor  they  were  admitted  singly  in  the  order  they  were 
named  and  initiated  into  the  degrees  of  Knights  of  the  Red 
Cross,  and  the  Council  closed  and  a  Conclave  of  Knights  of 
Malta  opened  when  Stephen  Deblois.  John  Brown,  William 
Coggeshall,  Jr.,  Edward  Easton,  William  Douglass,  David  M. 
Coggeshall,  Isaac  Stall  and  James  Perry  were  admitted,  the  vote 
being  unanimous  in  their  favor,  and  initiated  in  the  mysteries  of 
•  the  Knights  of  Malta,  and  the  Conclave  closed  and  the  En- 
campment opened,  when  Stephen  Deblois,  John  Brown  and 
William  Coggeshall,  Jr.,  the  vote  being  unanimous  in  their  favor 
were  admitted  and  initiated  and  the  Encampment  closed  and  a 
Council  of  Knights  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  opened,  when  Stephen 
Deblois,  John  Brown,  and  William  Coggeshall,  Jr.,  the  vote 
being  unanimous  in  their  favor,  were  admitted  and  initiated 
Knights  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  the  Council  closed  in  the 
usual  form." 
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Two  years  later  ihe  Knights  Templars  of  Newport 
expressed  a  desire  to  come  into  allegiant  relations 
with  the  Grand  Encampment  organized  at  Provi- 
dence in  1805.  In  their  petition  presented  to  said 
Grand  Body,  June  7,  1814,  they  make  the  following 
statement : 

* 

"The  Grand  Consistory  from  whence  your  petitioners  ob- 
tained their  charter  has  for  their  Commander  Joseph  Cerneau  ; 
the  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  De  Witt  Clinton  ;  their  Grand 
Master  of  Ceremonies,  Thomas  Lowndes.  And,  Companions 
Merrill  and  Davis  being  in  New  York  at  the  time,  for  the  better 
retaining  the  ceremonies,  they  were  also  admitted.  With  this 
authority,  we  have  established  an  Encampment  of  Knights 
Templar,  including  a  Grand  Council  of  Knights  of  the  Red 
Cross,  Grand  Conclave  of  Knights  of  Malta,  &c.,  as  also  the 
Ineffable  Degrees  to  that  of  Prince  of  the  Royal  Secret.  The 
price  of  the  Degrees  of  Knighthood  we  put  at  the  same  as  the 
Columbian  Encampment  No.  4,  New  York  ;  which  is  twenty 
dollars." 

In  continuing  the  account  contained  in  their  peti- 
tion thus  presented  Newport  Sir  Knights  admitted 
the  difficulties  in  which  they  found  themselves  in- 
volved in  acting  under  the  New  York  Charter,  and 
closed  their  appeal  as  follows : 

"  Having  given  a  fair  and  candid  statement  of  their  rise  and 
progress,  they  now  petition  the  Grand  Encampment  that  they 
grant  them  a  Charter  free  of  expense,  except  the  customary 
recognition  fees,  by  their  subscribing  to  the  Constitution  and 
By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  hereafter  being  sub- 
ordinate thereto.  Signed  by 

I  amps  I'f.rrv. 
Stkphkx  Dkm.ois, 
and  twelve  others." 

The  Grand  Encampment  granted  the  petition,  and 
a  Charter  was  issued  accordingly.    Under  its  author- 
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ity  Washington  Encampment  enjoyed  a  good  meas- 
ure of  prosperity.  The  change  of  relations,  however, 
did  not  at  the  first  appear  altogether  favorable.  An 
extract  from  a  44  Memorandum  "  in  the  old  Book  of 
Records  referring  to  the  new  authorization,  reads  as 
follows  :  "  It  is  also  necessary  to  observe  that  under 
our  old  Charter  we  worked  in  four  degrees,  and  the 
fees  for  admission  into  the  four  were  twenty  dollars ; 
under  the  new  Dispensation  we  are  at  liberty  to  work 
only  in  three,  leaving  out  the  Degree  of  Knights  of 
the  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  the  fees  for  admission  into 
the  three  degrees  are  forty-five  dollars." 

Masonic  Templary,  in  Newport,  had  hardly  a  name 
to  live  by  during  the  period  when  popular  feeling 
against  the  Craft  was  most  violent.  For  a  number  of 
years  no  meetings  were  held.  It  was  not  until  1851  that 
the  time  of  revival  came.  On  August  10th  of  that 
year  a  meeting  was  held,  the  following  brethren  being 
present:  Jeremiah  Bliss,  Theophilus  Topham,  John 
Brown,  David  Braman,  Stephen  DeBlois,  Thomas 
Pratt,  William  Coggeshall,  James  Coggeshall  and 
Nathan  H.  Gould,  a  visiting  Sir  Knight  from  Holy 
Sepulchre  Encampment.  The  Charter  had  been  lost, 
and  the  question  arose,  41  Was  their  Encampment  dead 
by  the  loss  of  the  Charter?"  It  was  unanimously 
agreed  that  no  blame  could  be  attached  to  them  for 
not  keeping,  up  their  meetings  during  the  dark  and 
stormy  times  through  which  they  had  passed;  and  it 
was  resolved, 44  from  this  time  and  henceforth  through 
the  years  of  coming  time,  they,  and  their  successors 
would  revive  and  keep  up  this  Encampment." 

At  this  meeting  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  was 
conferred  on  several  candidates,  which  action  was  con- 
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sidered  irregular  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Rhode  Island,  and  considerable  feel- 
ing was  the  result.  Grand  Master  James  Hutchison 
visited  Washington  Encampment  on  Feb.  3,  18S3, 
"healed"  the  Sir  Knights  who  were  regarded  as  clan- 
destine, and  all  differences  were  adjusted  to  mutual 
satisfaction.  At  the  annual  session  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  held  October  12,  1853,  Grand  Master 
Hutchison  reported  that  a  settlement  had  been  ef- 
fected, and  the  Grand  Body  ordered  a  Charter  to  be 
issued,  now  in  the  keeping  of  Washington  Command- 
er}', whose  career  from  that  time  until  now  has  been 
one  of  increasing  influence  and  usefulness. 

The  two  bodies  at  Providence  and  Newport  were 
the  only  Templar  organizations  in  Rhode  Island  until 
after  the  Anti-Masonic  storm  had  spent  its  force. 
There  were  Knights  Templars4in  Pawtucket,  Woon- 
socket,  and  other  important  localities  within  the  State, 
but  it  was  not  until  18411  that  another  distinctive  or- 
ganization was  chartered.  The  movement  resulting 
in  the  formation  of  Holy  Sepulchre  Encampment  at 
Pawtucket,  began  early  in  1848,  having  the  sanction 
of  St.  John's  Encampment  of  Providence.  The  peti- 
tion was  signed  by  the  following  Sir  Knights,  viz.: 
Hiram  Wilmarth,  Joseph  Smith,  John  B.  Read,  X. 
W.  Ingraham,  N.  A.  Potter,  Barney  Merry,  Samuel 
Merry,  Alvin  Jenks,  Amos  M.  Read,  Lyman  Clarlin, 
George  Taft,  Daniel  Greene,  George  E.  Jenks,  David 
G.  Eales,  Uriah  Benedict,  Jeremiah  Whipple,  and 
Joseph  Whipple,  and  they  recommended  Barney 
Merry  as  first  Grand  Commander;  Alvin  Jenks, 
Generalissimo;  Lyman  Clarlin,  Captain  General  ;  and 
Rev.  George  Taft,  Prelate.    The  Dispensation  was 
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granted  by  Grand  Master  Ruel  Baker  who  died  dur- 
ing his  term  of  office,  and  the  issue  of  a  Charter  was 
authorized  by  vote  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  Octo- 
ber 10,  1848.  Not  until  the  year  following,  however, 
was  the  new  organization  constituted.  The  records 
of  the  Grand  Body,  under  date  of  October  10,  1849, 
show  the  following: 

"In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Sirs  Barney  Merry  and 
Joseph  Whipple,  original  petitioners  for  a  new  Encampment  at 
Pawtucket,  to  be  called  Holy  Sepulchre,  it  was 

Voted,  That  Sirs  William  Field  and  James  Hutchison  be  con- 
sidered as  original  petitioners,  and  their  names  inserted  iii  the 
charter. 

The  officers  of  Holy  Sepulchre  Encampment  were  admitted 
in  a  body,  and  the  Grand  Master  proceeded  to  constitute  the 
Encampment,  the  ceremonies  of  which  having  been  completed, 
the  officers  were  qualified  and  installed  as  follows,  viz.: 

Sir  William  Field,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  James  Hutchison, 
Generalissimo  ;  Sir  Alvin  Jenks,  Captain-General  ;  Rev.  Sir  H. 
A.  Wilcox,  Prelate  ;  Sir  Hiram  Wilmarth,  Senior  Warden  ;  Sir 
Joseph  Belcher,  proxy  for  N.  A.  Potter,  Junior  Warden  ;  Sir 
Jeremiah  O.  Arnold,  Treasurer;  Sir  H.  N.  Ingraham,  Recorder  ; 
Sir  John  B.  Read,  Sword- Bearer  ;  Sir  Nathan  P.  Towne,  Stand- 
ard-Bearer ;  Sir  Lyman  Claflin,  Warder  ;  Sir  William  E.  In- 
graham, First  Guard  ;  Sir  David  G.  Fales,  Second  Guard  ;  Sir 
Joseph  Smith,  Sentinel." 

Calvary  Commandery,  Providence,  was  an  out- 
growth of  St.  John's  Commandery,  all  the  charter 
members  except  one  of  the  new  organization  being 
members  of  St.  John's,  which  gave  its  approval  to 
the  formation  of  the  new  body.  The  Dispensation, 
granted  to  the  Sir  Knights  interested  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  Calvary  Commandery,  came  from  Grand 
Commander  Winslow  Lewis,  and  was  dated  Nov.  0, 
1859.    The  Charter  was  granted  May  22,  18G0,  the 
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Commandery  being  duly  constituted  January  2,  1861, 
by  Grand  Commander  Sir  William  Field.  It  was 
chartered  as  a  "  Commandery,"  according  to  the  no- 
menclature then  recently  approved  by  the  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States,  but  was  constituted 
as  an  "  Encampment "  in  conformity  with  the  system 
that  was  adhered  to  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island  until  a  period  several  years 
later. 

Sir  Henry  Butler  was  the  first  Commander  of  the 
newly  formed  organization,  having  among  his  associ- 
ate officers  Sir  Knights  of  well  earned  fame.  The 
ability,  energy,  and  generosity  of  the  first  Commander 
did  much  to  assure  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  Cal- 
vary Commandery,  whose  interests  have  always  been 
guarded  by  faithful  Knights.  The  first  candidate 
Knighted  in  the  Commandery  was  James  H.  Arming- 
ton  ;  and  since  the  conferring  of  the  Orders  on  him 
upwards  of  four  hundred  candidates  have  been 
Knighted.  The  membership  reported  in  1802  was 
three  hundred  and  forty-eight — a  goodly  list,  included 
in  which  are  the  names  of  many  prominent  citizens 
and  influential  Craftsmen. 

Woonsocket  Commandery  was  chartered  May  8, 
1807,  and  constituted  about  the  same  time.  Its  first 
Commander  was  Sir  Emerson  Goddard.  Among  the 
Charter  members  and  efficient  supporters  of  Woon- 
socket Commandery,  at  the  beginning  of  its  career, 
were  Sir  Knights  Ira  W.  Arnold,  S.  XV.  Razee,  Amos 
Sherman,  F.  G.  Jillson,  L.  C.  Tourtellot,  Walter 
E.  Parker,  and  others,  who  gave  thought,  time,  and 
money,  to  ensure  the  success  of  the  new  Templar 
movement.     Woonsocket  has  become  a  flourishing 
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city,  and  the  Commandery  there  established  in  1867 
has  had  a  good  measure  of  prosperity.  Its  member- 
ship, as  reported  in  1892,  was  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
six. 

Narragansett  Commandery,  in  Westerly,  was  char- 
tered May  12,  1869,  and  constituted  by  appropriate 
ceremonies  under  direction  of  Grand  Commander 
Benjamin  Dean,  on  September  26,  1870.  Sir  James 
M.  Pendleton  was  installed  as  Eminent  Commander; 
Sir  George  G.  Stillman,  Generalissimo ;  Sir  J.  Alonzo 
Babcock,  Captain  General.  The  need  of  a  Templar 
organization  in  Westerly  had  become  clearly  apparent, 
and  the  establishment  of  Narragansett  Commandery 
was  hailed  with  much  satisfaction.  Its  affairs  have 
been  well  managed,  the  result  being  the  maintenance 
of  an  organization  every  way  creditable  to  the  Order 
thus  represented.  Narragansett  Commandery  made 
returns,  in  1892,  of  one  hundred  and  two  members. 

The  five  Commanderies  of  Knights  Templars  in 
Rhode  Island  have  an  aggregate  of  more  than  thir- 
teen hundred  members — this  number  being  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  the  respective  membership  of  many 
Grand  Commanderies.  The  thought  has  been  enter- 
tained, at  different  times,  that  the  formation  of  a 
Grand  Templar  Body  within  and  for  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  would  be  promotive  of  the  interests  of 
Templary ;  and  a  movement  looking  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  State  Grand  Commandery  took  form  in 
1870,  but  came  to  naught.  It  is  not  likely  to  be  soon 
revived.  There  is  no  alienation  of  feeling  between 
the  two  States  included  in  one  and  the  same  jurisdic- 
tion. They  have  been  thus  associated  from  the  first, 
forming  a  Grand  Body  which  now  holds  foremost 
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place  in  numbers  and  influence.  As  has  been  show  n 
in  this  writing  Rhode  Island  was  prominently  identified 
in  the  establishment  of  the  organization  exercising 
Templar  authority  over  the  two  States;  and,  although 
having  but  a  small  proportion  of  Commanderies  and 
members,  it  has  not  failed  to  make  its  influence  felt 
in  the  Grand  Body  and  to  receive  due  recognition  in 
the  officers  chosen.  Rhode  Island  has  furnished  ten 
of  the  Grand  Masters  or  Grand  Commanders  in  the 
united  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island. 

Masonic  Templary  in  this  jurisdiction  is  firmly  es- 
tablished, has  a  bright  and  inspiring  record,  and  an 
outlook  for  future  growth  and  augmented  usefulness. 
The  past  is  secure — ever  glorious ;  and  whatever  the 
coming  years  may  disclose,  the  modern  Templar  Order 
has  already  justified  its  existence  and  given  proof  of 
its  right  to  claim  a  place  among  the  institutions 
which  bless  the  human  world.  It  represents  Christian 
thought  and  service  of  the  most  practical  character. 
As  in  the  past  so  in  the  present,  it  stands  for  most 
sacred  principles — for  noblest  work — and  thus  de- 
mands the  love,  loyalty,  and  faithful  service  of  all  in- 
cluded within  its  lines. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


ANCIENT  AND  ACCEPTED  SCOTTISH  RITE. 


HE  designation  placed  at  the  head  of  this  chap- 


1  ter denotes  an  influential  department  of  Freema- 
sonry. It  represents  a  system  which  embodies  moral 
lessons  of  supreme  significance.  It  is  the  title  of  an 
organization  which  includes  a  select  membership  sup- 
posed to  be  composed  of  the  best  material  in  the 
Masonic  Fraternity. 

The  Scottish  Rite  consists  of  thirty-three  degrees, 
classed  in  seven  sections,  each  section  being  distin- 
guished by  a  special  form  of  organization  and  nomen- 
clature, while  all  the  sections  are  alike  subordinate  to 
the  Supreme  Council.  The  sections  are  named  and 
usually  defined  as  follows  : 

I.  Symbolic  Loim.k.  i.  Entered  Apprentice.  2.  Fellow- 
Craft.    3.  Master  Mason. 

II.  Lodge  of  Perfection.  4.  Secret  Master.  5.  Perfect 
Master.  6.  Intimate  Secretary.  7.  Provost  and  Judge.  8. 
Intendant  of  the  Building.  9.  Elected  Knight  of  the  Nine. 
10.  Illustrious  Elect  of  the  Fifteen.  11.  Sublime  Knights  Elect 
of  the  Twelve.  12.  ('.rand  Master  Architect.  13.  Knight  of 
the  Ninth  Arch,  or  Royal  Arch  of  Solomon.  14.  Grand  Elect, 
Perfect  and  Sublime  Mason. 

III.  Council  ok  Princes  of  Jerusalem.  15.  Knight  of 
the  East.    16.  Prince  of  Jerusalem. 
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IV.  Chapter  of  Rose  Croix.  17.  Knight  of  the  East  and 
West.    18.  Prince  Rose  Croix. 

V.  Council  of  Kadosh.  19.  Grand  Pontiff.  20.  Grand 
Master  of  Symbolic  Lodges.  21.  Noachite,  or  Prussian  Knight. 
22.  Knight  of  the  Royal  Axe,  or  Prince  of  Libanus.  23.  Chief 
of  the  Tabernacle.  24.  Prince  of  the  Tabernacle.  25.  Knight 
of  the  Brazen  Serpent.  26.  Prince  of  Mercy.  27.  Knight 
Commander  of  the  Temple.  28.  Knight  of  the  Sun,  or  Prince 
Adept.  29.  Grand  Scottish-  Knight  of  St.  Andrew.  30.  Knight 
Kadosh. 

VI.  Consistory  of  Sublime  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret. 
31.  Inspector  Inquisitor  Commander.  32.  Sublime  Prince  of 
the  Royal  Secret. 

VII.  Supreme  Council.  33.  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector- 
General. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  first  three  degrees  named 
in  this  classification  are  those  of  Svmbolic  Freema- 
sonry.  These  degrees,  constituting  the  foundation 
of  the  Rite,  are  declared  to  appertain  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion and  government  of  Grand  Lodges,  which  have 
exclusive  control  of  the  conferring  of  the  same. 
Practically,  therefore,  the  Rite  begins  its  own  work 
with  the  fourth  degree,  building  on  the  essential  foun- 
dation of  the  Blue  Lodge. 

The  last  and  highest  degree,  the  thirty-third,  is  an 
Official  degree,  formerly  conferred  upon  those  elected 
to  the  Supreme  Council  and  assigned  specific  duties 
of  supervision,  etc.  It  is  now  conferred  as  an  Honor- 
ary degree  upon  distinguished  brethren,  but  does  not 
carry  with  it  necessarily  any  assignment  to  official 
service. 

It  is  difficult  to  trace  the  beginning  of  the  sys- 
tem and  organic  life  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite.  Its  early  history  is  obscure  and  is  the 
more  confusing  because  of  the  various  theories  pro- 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FREKMASOXRY. 


251 


pounded  as  to  its  origin—there  being  a  difference  of 
.  opinion  among  Masonic  writers  as  to  the  time  and 
place  of  its  establishment,  and  the  manner  of  its 
creation  or  evolution. 

We  may  assume  on  what  seems  to  be  satisfactory 
evidence  that  several  of  the  "Sublime  Degrees"  were 
known  and  practiced  in  the  early  part  of  the  last 
century.  In  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Prussia,  such 
degrees  were  formulated  during  the  first  half  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  were  often  conferred,  though 
apparently  without  much  of  regularity  or  govern- 
ing authority.  That  was  an  era  when  the  "higher 
degrees"  of  Freemasonry  flourished  under  a  great 
variety  of  appellations.  That  some  of  the  degrees  of 
military  and  Christian  character  were  very  similar  to 
the  degrees  and  orders  now  included  in  the  Scottish 
Rite  will  be  conceded  by  all  who  have  given  examin- 
ation to  the  subject. 

In  1754  the  Rite  of  Perfection  was  organized  at 
Paris  by  the  Chevalier  de  Bonneville.  The  system 
included  twenty-five  degrees  —  twenty-two  besides 
those  of  Symbolic  Freemasonry.  This  Rite  of  Per- 
fection, or  Rite  of  Heredom,  was  controlled  by  the 
Chapter  of  Clermont,  connected  with  which  were 
many  adherents  of  the  house  of  Stuart.  The  Chap- 
ter of  Clermont  did  not  continue  very  long  as  a 
governing  organization  of  the  degrees  to  which  refer- 
ence is  made,  for,  in  1759,  those  twenty-five  degrees 
appear  under  the  direction  of  another  body— 44  The 
Council  of  Emperors  of  the  East  and  West." 

This  organization  commissioned  Stephen  Morin  to 
represent  the  Rite  of  Perfection,  granting  to  him 
large  powers  with  a  view  of  his  establishment  of  the 
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superior  degrees  in  America.  In  1761  Morin  pro- 
ceeded to  St.  Domingo  and  Jamaica  where  he  exer- 
cised the  functions  of  his  appointment.  He  made 
Inspectors,  to  whom  he  delegated  all  the  powers 
assumed  to  be  possessed  by  himself.  One  of  these 
delegates,  Henry  A.  Francken,  came  to  New  York, 
and,  on  Dec.  20,  1707,  established  a  Lodge  of  Perfec- 
tion in  Albany,  of  that  State.  He  also  conferred  the 
degree  of  Sublime  Prince  of  the  Royal  Secret,  now 
the  32%  although  then  ranking  only  as  the  25°,  upon 
a  number  of  brethren. 

In  1762  the  Council  of  Emperors,  to  which  body 
Morin,  Francken,  and  their  associates,  were  nomin- 
ally allegiant,  adopted  constitutions,  commonly  known 
as  "  the  Constitutions  of  1762,"  which  were  adopted 
probably  by  the  first  formed  bodies  of  the  Rite  in 
this  country.  The  new  Constitutions  of  1780,  about 
which  so  much  discussion  has  taken  place,  were  made 
the  governing  law  of  the  new  body,  into  which  the 
Rite  of  Perfection  was  merged,  established  at  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  May  31,  1801,  under  the  title  of  u  The 
Supreme  Council  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors- 
General  of  the  Thirty-third  Degree  for  the  United 
States  of  America."  The  thirty-third  degree  was 
thus  formally  recognized  in  connection  with  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Southern  Supreme  Council — the 
"Mother  Supreme  Council  of  the  World." 

Among  the  prominent  brethren  especially  active  in 
the  formation  of  this  first  Supreme  Council  organized 
under  the  new  Constitution  of  1780,  mention  may  be 
made  of  Bros.  John  Mitchell  and  Frederick  Dalcho, 
the  first  named  an  officer  in  the  American  army,  and 
the  last  named  a  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
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possessed  of  scholarly  attainments  and  great  Masonic 
zeal.  To  these  brethren  not  a  little  credit  is  due  for 
bringing  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite 
into  substantially  its  present  arrangement. 

In  this  connection  reference  mav  well  be  made  to 
the  formation  of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  North- 
ern Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  at  New  York, 
August  •">,  1813.  On  that  date  Emanuel  de  la  Motta, 
an  officer  in  the  Supreme  Council  at  Charleston  and 
acting  as  its  representative,  conferred  the  thirty-third 
degree  on  Bros.  John  J.  J.  Gourgas  and  S.  Simpson, 
and,  uniting  with  these  brethren,  organized  a  pro- 
vincial Supreme  Council,  into  which  were  admitted 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Richard  Rikcr,  and  several 
other  distinguished  Craftsmen.  In  December,  1813, 
the  Supreme  Council  at  Charleston  ratified  the  pro- 
ceedings which  had  been  taken  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  De  la  Motta,  and  a  division  of  territory 
followed.  By  an  arrangement  afterwards  made  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Northern  Supreme  Council  was 
made  to  include  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Michigan,  W  isconsin — the  rest  of  the  United 
States  being  designated  as  the  Southern  jurisdiction. 
Any  new  Territories  acquired  and  organized  by  the 
United  States  Government  are  added  to  the  last 
named  jurisdiction. 

The  Southern  Supreme  Council  has  had  an  event- 
ful history,  and  its  fortunes  have  been  sometimes  at 
a  very  low  ebb;  but  it  has  preserved  its  organic  life 
through  all  trial  and  dissension,  and  it  now  exists  in 
a  condition  of  well  deserved  prosperity.    Bro.  Albert 
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Pike,  who  rendered  a  most  valuable  service  by  his 
writings  upon  the  Scottish  Rite  and  the  philosophic 
character  of  Freemasonry,  was,  for  a  long  term  of 
years,  ending  with  his  death,  the  Grand  Commander 
of  the  Southern  Jurisdiction. 

The  Northern  Supreme  Council  has  been  sub- 
jected to  like  experiences.  It  has  not  had  the  field 
to  itself.  There  have  been  rival  bodies  claiming 
authority  over  the  Rite ;  and  opposing  claims  are  put 
forward  even  to  this  day.  There  have  been  schisms 
within  the  body — some  of  them  exceedingly  bitter 
and  long  continued — as  well  as  oppositions  from  with- 
out;  but  at  the  time  of  this  writing  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  seems  to  be 
established  on  strong  and  enduring  grounds.  Its 
legitimacy  of  authority  is  generally  acknowledged ; 
and  the  progress  of  the  Scottish  Rite  under  such 
fostering  care  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  its  sup- 
porters. 

At  this  point  mention  may  properly  be  made  of 
the  formation  of  a  Supreme  Council  at  New  York,  in 
1813,  by  Joseph  Cerneau,  a  Frenchman,  who  came  to 
this  country  from  St.  Domingo,  in  1800,  and  claimed 
to  have  authority  to  establish  the  Scottish  Rite  of 
Heredom,  etc.,  in  this  country.  He  assumed  to  con- 
fer degrees  and  high  powers  upon  a  number  of  per- 
sons who  became  associated  with  him  in  efforts  to 
form  new  organizations.  In  1808  he  was  instrumental 
in  bringing  about  the  formation  of  an  organization 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  which  represented  certain 
ineffable  and  superior  degrees  and  declared  itself  to 
be  possessed  of  various  and  far-reaching  powers.  Out 
of  this  organization,  and  from  other  related  move- 
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ments,  came  the  formation  of  what  may  be  termed  the 
Cerneau  Supreme  Council,  in  1813.  This  body  took 
to  itself  the  following  appellation:  "The  Supreme 
Council  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General  of 
the  Thirty-third  degree  for  the  United  States  of 
America,  its  Territories  and  Dependencies." 

A  bitter  controversy  ensued  between  De  la  Motta 
and  Cerneau,  some  of  the  effects  of  which  were  of 
lasting  character.  After  a  number  of  years  of  activity 
both  organizations  became  dormant,  and  so  contin- 
ued until  after  the  Anti-Masonic  storm  had  spent  its 
force.  With  the  revival  of  Freemasonry  came  the 
revival,  also,  of  the  rival  organizations,  each  claiming 
rightful  precedence  and  authority.  Other  bodies, 
assuming  like  claims,  have  been  started  from  time  to 
time,  during  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years,  and  so  have 
been  continued  the  discussions  already  noted.  It  is 
not  the  purpose  of  the  present  writer  to  dwell  upon 
the  unhappy  controversies  in  Scottish  Rite  matters, 
except  to  note  incidentally  some  of  the  movements 
made  and  bodies  formed,  that  so  a  clear  understand- 
ing may  be  had  of  the  past  and  present  condition  of 
the  Rite  in  Rhode  Island. 

As  already  stated,  the  ineffable  and  superior  degrees 
of  Freemasonry  were  practiced  in  this  country  soon 
after  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Morin 
and  Francken  appointed  Inspectors  clothed  with  like 
powers  as  themselves,  and  organized  bodies  to  express 
the  higher  degrees  which  they  assumed  to  have  in 
charge.  Among  the  prominent  brethren  whom  Franc- 
ken  appointed  to  hold  important  official  positions  was 
Moses  M.  Hays,  at  one  time  a  resident  of  Newport, 
R.  I.,  and  afterwards  of  Boston,  Mass.    Hays  was 
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appointed  Deputy  Grand  Inspector  General  probably 
in  1763.  He  was  active  in  the  establishment  of  King 
David's  Lodge,  at  Newport,  in  1780,  and  was  the  first 
Master  of  that  Lodge.  It  was  at  this  time,  or  soon 
afterwards,  that  Havs  conferred  the  Scottish  Rite 
degrees  upon  Peleg  Clarke  and  Moses  Seixas,  two 
notable  names  in  Rhode  Island  Masonic  history. 

It  does  not  appear  that  either  Hays  or  his  asso- 
ciates, in  the  higher  degrees  attempted,  by  reason  of 
such  advancement,  to  control  the  Symbolic  degrees. 
But  bevond  this  line  they  assumed  to  exercise  large 
powers,  both  in  the  conferring  of  various  degrees  and 
orders  and  the  organizing  of  bodies  having  charge  of 
the  same.  In  the  nature  of  things  there  was  some- 
times a  curious  blending  of  the  degrees  of  Consistory, 
Council,  and  Encampment,  and  consequently  some 
confusion  as  to  authority  and  the  organic  bonds  of 
connection  between  the  several  bodies.  A  reference 
to  pp.  170-180  of  this  history  will  show  how  Moses 
Seixas,  as  "Deputy  Inspector  General,"  and  Peleg 
Clarke,  "  Knight  of  the  Sun,"  assisted  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  Even 
at  so  late  a. period  as  181 1—3 2  there  appears  to  have 
been  some  lack  of  adjustment  between  different  de- 
partments of  the  Masonic  system  as  represented  in 
the  higher  degrees.  Evidence  of  this  fact  is  shown 
on  pp.  240-241  of  the  present  work,  where  an  account 
is  given  of  the  movement  made  at  that  time  to  estab- 
lish a  Deputy  Grand  Consistory  at  Newport,  the  ex- 
pressed desire  being  that  such  organization  should  be 
empowered  to  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood. 

The  movement  was  projected  in  the  interest  of 
certain  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Newport  who  were 
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"desirous  of  having  the  Higher  degrees,"  and  who 
could  not  obtain  them,  as  it  was  said,  because  "  the 
authority  to  confer  said  degrees  was  lost  by  the  de- 
cease of  Moses  Seixas."  A  deputation  from  Newport, 
having  visited  New  York  and  acquired  several  of  the 
exalted  degrees,  secured  authority  from  the  Cerneau 
Consistory  there  established,  to  organize  a  body  to 
confer  the  degrees  of  knighthood.  Under  such  sanc- 
tions the  organic  life  of  Washington  Encampment 
began,  and  soon  new  impetus  was  also  given  to  the 
advanced  degrees  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite. 

Whatever  doubt  there  may  be  as  to  the  legitimacy 
of  the  authority  recognized,  or  the  rightfulness  of  the 
course  taken  by  the  Sir  Knights  in  Newport,  at 
the  time  noted,  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the 
fact  that  the  first  Consistory  in  Rhode  Island  dates 
from  the  year  1813,  about  which  time  Bro.  John  A. 
Shaw  of  Newport  was  constituted  a  Deputy  Inspector 
for  Rhode  Island.  Under  such  sanctions  the  Sub- 
lime degrees  were  conferred  at  Newport  for  the  next 
twelve  or  fifteen  years. 

There  was,  however,  a  challenge  made  as  to  the 
legitimacy  of  the  authority  and  the  regularity  of  the 
proceedings,  and  a  warm  discussion  followed.  The 
adverse  criticism  and  calling  to  account  came  from 
Emanuel  De  la  Motta  of  New  York,  who  had  estab- 
lished, in  1813,  14  The  Supreme  Council  of  Sovereign 
Grand  Inspectors  General  33°,  for  the  Northern  Ma- 
sonic Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States."  De  la  Motta, 
as  already  stated,  claimed  sole  authority  under  powers 
alleged  to  have  been  granted  him  by  the  Southern 
Supreme  Council.  His  sharp  letters  to  the  brethren 
of  Newport  were  responded  to  by  communications 
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equally  pointed  from  the  pens  of  John  A.  Shaw  and 
Stephen  Deblois. 

The  situation  continued  much  the  same  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement, 
in  1827,  which  stilled  the  noise  of  the  contesting 
parties,  and  put  an  end  to  the  activities  and  progress 
of  the  Rite  for  a  number  of  years.  During  this 
period,  while  the  A nti- Masonic  storm  raged,  and  for 
some  time  following  while  its  depressing  effects  con- 
tinued, the  Scottish  Rite,  in  common  with  other  de- 
partments of  Freemasonry,  was  entirely  dormant. 
With  an  abatement  of  popular  prejudice  against  the 
Fraternity,  and  revived  interest  on  the  part  of  breth- 
ren, there  came  also  a  renewal  of  the  former  contro- 
versy in  regard  to  the  lawful  expression  and  govern- 
ment of  the  Rite  in  the  Northern  jurisdiction. 

In  1844,  John  J.  J.  Gorgas  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Supreme  Council  which  seemed  to  have  gained  a 
large  measure  of  recognition  and  influence,  and  which 
was  most  active  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Rite. 
To  this  governing  body  application  was  made  by 
brethren  in  Newport,  in  1848,  asking  authority  to 
convene  as  Scottish  Rite  Masons  and  to  confer  the 
Sublime  degrees.  At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Su- 
preme Council,  held  on  the  16th  of  September,  1849, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  brethren  are  hereby  acknowl- 
edged as  S.\  P.-.  of  the  R.\  S.\  32  :  Nathan  S.  Gould,  Jeremiah 
Bliss.  Henry  De  Blois,  George  B.  Knowles,  Samuel  V.  Mayberry, 
John  B.  Dennis,  Elisha  S  .Kenyon,  Gilbert  Chase,  Benj.  I.  Tilley, 
Ara  Hildreth,  Jos.  \V.  Hazard,  and  James  P.  Topham,  (twelve 
in  all),  and  that  so  soon  as  it  may  properly  be  effected  agree- 
ably to  their  several  petitions,  charters  be  issued  to  them  for  a 
Lodge  of  Perfection,  a  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  a  Chap- 
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ter  of  R.  ©  of  H-R-D-M,  and  a  Sublime  Consistory  of  S.\  P.-. 
R.  .  S.\,  32",  all  four  of  them  to  be  located  at  Newport,  R.  I. 

In  pursuance  of  the  action  just  noted  charters  were 
issued,  dated  December  14,  1849,  signed  by  J.  J.  J. 
Gorgas,  M.  P.  Sov.  Grand  Commander  ad  vitam,  and 
G.  F.  Yates,  Lieutenant  Grand  Commander.  The 
Charter  for  the  Grand  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusa- 
lem, was  likewise  subscribed  by  Edward  A.  Raymond, 
111.  Treasurer  General,  Chas.  W.  Moore,  111.  Secretary 
General,  K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer,  111.  Grand  Master  of 
Ceremonies,  Archibald  Bull,  Sov.  Grand  Inspector 
General,  and  John  Christie,  111.  Capt.  of  the  L. 

At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Council,  held 
March  13,  1850,  Bro.  Van  Rensselaer  reported  that 
he  had  installed  the  officers  of  the  Lodge  of  Perfec- 
tion and  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem  at  Newport, 
on  Jan.  14,  1850,  and  had  delivered  the  charters  to 
said  bodies,  they  paying  to  him  the  fees  due  for  the 
same. 

It  may  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  by  author- 
ity of  the  Supreme  Council  the  Lodge  of  Perfection 
at  Newport,  as  also  similar  bodies  at  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.,  and  Stonington,  Conn.,  were  empowered  u  to 
confer  our  side  degrees  of  Select  Masters  of  27,  Royal 
Master,  and  Super  Excellent  Master,  on  any  of  their 
duly  qualified  members."  This  authority  was  en- 
dorsed on  the  charters  of  said  Lodges  of  Perfection. 
The  Lodge  at  Newport,  under  such  authorization 
continued  to  confer  the  Cryptic  degrees  until  the 
power  was  revoked  by  action  of  the  Supreme  Council. 

Solomon's  Lodge  of  Perfection  was  organized  at 
Stonington,  Conn.,  in  1840.  The  charter  signed  by 
Gorgas,  Yates,  and  others,  dated  March  24th  of  that 
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year,  gave  authority  to  brethren  to  meet  and  confer 
degrees  included  in  the  second  section — from  the 
fourth  to  the  fourteenth  inclusive.  The  names  of  the 
charter  members  were  as  follows :  Francis  Avery, 
William  Hyde,  Calvin  Williams,  James  M.  Willey, 
Benjamin  Pendleton,  Geo.  E.  Palmer,  and  Cyrus  B. 
Manchester.  By  a  special  provision  of  the  charter 
the  newly  formed  Lodge  of  Perfection  was  placed 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Council  of  Princes 
of  Jerusalem  located  at  New  Haven,  Conn. 

The  Lodge  while  at  Stonington  was  favored  with 
but  a  small  measure  of  prosperity.  Ten  years  after 
its  formation  it  reported  eleven  names  as  included  on 
its  roll  of  membership.  In  1SG0  it  was  removed  to 
Providence  and  thereafter  its  activities  were  consider- 
ably increased. 

It  was  in  the  year  last  named  that  an  important 
disagreement  took  place,  resulting  in  the  formation 
of  a  rival  Supreme  Council  which  claimed  authority 
in  the  Northern  jurisdiction,  and  in  the  consequent 
opposition  of  members  of  the  Rite  to  each  other  as 
they  ranged  themselves  on  one  or  the  other  side  of 
the  controversy.  The  long  pending  quarrel  came  to 
a  head  in  18(10,  at  which  time  the  New  York  govern- 
ing body  was  in  a  state  of  great  inefficiency.  It  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  parties  who  had  but  little 
standing  either  Masonically  or  in  the  community. 
That  organization  was  then  exceedingly  weak.  The 
schism  in  the  Boston  body  occurred  at  the  period 
named,  at  which  time  Edward  A.  Ravmond  was  the 
Grand  Commander.  He  claimed  to  exercise  large 
powers,  his  contention  being  that,  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  1780,  the  powers  of  Frederick  were  held  by 
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the  Grand  Commander,  while  many  members  of  the 
Supreme  Council  took  the  ground  that  these  powers 
were  held  by  the  Council  as  a  body,  and  that  the 
Grand  Commander  possessed  only  such  powers  as 
were  given  to  him  by  the  body  over  which  he  pre- 
sided. The  contest  became  exceedingly  bitter  and 
much  of  personal  feeling  was  involved. 

Raymond  was  declared  deposed  from  the  office  of 
Grand  Commander,  and  K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer  was 
elected  to  his  place;  but  Raymond  continued  to  act 
as  Grand  Commander  of  another  body  which  claimed 
to  be  the  only  lawful  Northern  Supreme  Council. 
So  it  was,  at  the  period  here  brought  under  review, 
there  were  three  so-called  Supreme  Councils  in  the 
Northern  Masonic  jurisdiction — the  two  rival  bodies 
in  Boston,  and  the  New  York  organization  of  which 
Edmund  B.  Hays  was  Grand  Commander. 

Raymond  was  a  man  of  strong  will  and  unyielding 
purpose,  and  he  drew  after  him  a  band  of  representa- 
tive followers,  among  whom  was  Simon  W.  Robinson, 
and  William  Field  of  Providence. 

On  the  other  side  was  Van  Rensselaer,  a  man  fer- 
tile in  resources  and  of  great  ability,  with  whom  were 
associated  Chas.  W.  Moore,  John  Christie  and  others, 
who  were  not  at  all  disposed  to  yield  what  they  con- 
sidered to  be  the  principles  at  issue,  and  who  showed 
aggressiveness  equal  to  their  opponents. 

To  strengthen  itself,  in  1803,  the  Raymond  body 
united  with  the  New  York  body,  and  for  a  time  the 
war  became  more  bitter  than  ever.  The  spirit  of  an- 
tagonism was  felt  to  some  extent  in  the  Subordinate 
bodies  and  in  the  Grand  bodies  of  Symbolic  Masonry. 
The  condition  of  affairs  was  exceedingly  unpromising. 
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The  Newport  bodies  of  the  Rite  adhered  to  the  Van 
Rensselaer  leadership.  Among  the  members  of  those 
bodies,  at  that  time  specially  zealous  in  the  interests 
of  the  Rite,  were  N.  H.  Gould,  Ara  Hildreth,  Edmund 
I.  Townsend,  H.  D.  De  Blois,  Benj.  I.  Tilley,  John 
D.  Dennis,  Geo.  B.  Knowles,  Gilbert  Chase  and  James 
G.  Topham. 

In  Providence  bodies  were  organized  under  the 
New  York  Council  which  afterwards  united  with  the 
Raymond  body.  These  Providence  organizations  in- 
cluded a  number  of  brethren  of  marked  ability  and  of 
much  influence;  but  their  organic  existence  was  brief. 
They  expired  in  1867  and  made  no  sign.  The  Provi- 
dence brethren,  who  had  upheld  the  organization  which 
had  lasted  for  so  short  a  period,  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  United  Supreme  Council,  established  by 
mutual  agreement  at  Boston,  May  17,  1867.  At  this 
memorable  meeting,  following  an  important  confer- 
ence held  in  December,  1866,  seventy-six  Sovereign 
Grand  Inspectors  General  of  the  Thirty-third  degree 
were  present.  One  hundred  and  ninety-five  Subordi- 
nate bodies  were  included  in  the  agreement,  all  of 
which  became  allegiant  to  the  United  Supreme  Coun- 
cil. Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  whose  wise  and  per- 
sistent efforts  for  conciliation  had  drawn  much  favor- 
able notice  to  himself,  was  elected  Sovereign  Grand 
Commander  of  the  Supreme  Council  for  a  term  of 
three  years,  the  ad  vitam  feature  of  the  old  Constitu- 
tion being  eliminated,  and  a  provision  adopted  making 
all  the  officers  elected  every  three  years. 

Under  Bro.  Drummond  s  administration  everything 
went  forward  prosperously  in  the  conduct  of  the  Rite. 
More  attention  was  given  to  the  conferring  of  the  de- 
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grees,  the  meetings  were  more  numerously  attended, 
candidates  came  forward  in  goodly  numbers,  and  the 
funds  were  correspondingly  increased.  The  era  of 
prosperity,  dating  from  the  union  effected  in  1867, 
has  continued  to  the  time  of  the  present  writing,  and 
there  is  now  no  sign  of  abatement  in  the  regard  gen- 
erally expressed  by  intelligent  brethren  toward  the 
Rite  as  expressed  and  controlled  under  the  sanctions 
of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  Northern  jurisdiction. 

To  make  this  history  complete  in  the  matters  here 
considered,  a  reference  should  be  made  to  disturb- 
ances of  more  recent  date.  In  1872  Henry  I.  Sey- 
mour organized  a  so-called  Supreme  Council,  his 
contention  being  that  the  proceedings  of  1866-67, 
resulting  in  the  union  heretofore  described,  were  un- 
lawful. On  technical  grounds  he  and  his  followers 
challenged  the  legality  of  the  action  taken,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  establish  a  new  governing  body  for  the 
Rite.  It  subsequently  divided  into  two  organizations, 
neither  of  which  bodies  has  attained  any  considerable 
influence. 

Jn  1881  an  attempt  was  made  to  revive  the  Cerneau 
Supreme  Council,  with  Hopkins  Thompson  as  Grand 
Commander  and  Robert  H.  Folger  Grand  Secretary. 
The  assumed  justification  of  this  movement  was  the 
alleged  irregularities  of  the  action  taken  at  Boston  in 
1866-7,  of  which  unlawful  procedure,  as  charged,  pro- 
moters of  the  new  organization  assert  they  were  not 
fully  informed  for  a  term  of  nearly  twelve  years. 
This  body,  which  claims  jurisdiction  over  the  whole 
country,  shows  considerable  vitality,  and  has  succeeded 
in  organizing  Subordinate  bodies  allegiant  to  itself  in 
several  States.  Wherever  thus  established  discussions 
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have  followed,  sometimes  threatening  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  Blue  Lodge  Masonry,  and  causing  not 
a  little  of  intense  feeling  in  the  discussion  of  methods 
proposed  to  be  adopted  in  checking  unlawful  ac- 
tion, and  in  composing  differences  which  exist ;  and 
yet,  as  already  intimated,  harmony  for  the  most  part 
exists  in  the  administration  of  the  Scottish  Rite  under 
the  authority  of  the  two  Supreme  Councils — one  gov- 
erning the  Southern  and  the  other  the  Northern  juris- 
diction.  The  outlook  is  one  of  promise  and  brightness. 

In  concluding  the  present  Chapter  some  further  ref- 
erence should  be  made  to  the  progress  of  the  Rite 
in  Rhode  Island.  The  statement  has  already  been 
made  of  the  removal  of  Solomon's  Lodge  of  Perfec- 
tion from  Stonington  to  Providen  ce,  an  d  of  the  fact 
that  this  body  is  still  active.  The  present  Council  of 
Princes  of  Jerusalem  in  Providence,  is  commonly  sup- 
posed to  have  been  chartered,  May  16,  1866.  This 
is  the  date  given  in  the  "  tableaux  "  at  the  end  of  the 
printed  Proceedings  of  the  Supreme  Council,  1884. 
Bro.  Geo.  M.  Carpenter,  33°,  who  has  made  careful 
examination  into  the  matter,  declares  his  opinion  that 
authority  was  conferred  at  an  earlier  date.  He  notes 
the  fact  that  at  the  end  of  the  Proceedings  of  1863, 
page  1)0,  the  Providence  Council  is  set  down  as  one 
of  the  Subordinates.  He  also  adds,  in  a  note  to  tiie 
present  writer,  the  following: 

In  the  Proceedings  from  the  beginning  to  1862  the  index  dis- 
closes no  charter  to  this  body.  In  the  Proceedings  of  1863  the 
only  thing  1  find  which  may  cover  this  case  is  that,  on  Jfav  2j, 
jSdj,  (page  21)  the  CI  rand  Commander  was  authorized  "to 
issue  charters  at  the  proper  time  for  such  bodies  as  are  now 
working  under  dispensations  upon  being  satisfied  of  the  propri- 
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ety  of  so  doing."  This  may  be  the  authority  under  which  the 
charter  was  granted. 

Providence  Chapter  of  Rose  Croix  was  chartered 
December  18,  1868.  Providence  Consistory  was  also 
chartered  on  the  same  date.  These  two  bodies  were 
authorized  by  the  United  Supreme  Council. 

The  Scottish  Rite  bodies  in  Newport  also  became 
Subordinates  of  the  United  Council.  On  June  16, 
1885,  by  authority  from  the  Supreme  body,  the  Con- 
sistories, Chapters,  and  Councils  at  Providence  and 
Newport  were  consolidated  into  one  body  of  each 
rank — and  these  bodies  are  now  stationed  at  Provi- 
dence. The  Scottish  Rite  is  therefore  represented  at 
this  time  in  Rhode  Island  by  the  following  organiza- 
tions:  Van  Rensselaer  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Newport; 
Solomon's  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Providence;  Rhode 
Island  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  Providence ; 
Rhode  Island  Chapter  of  Rose  Croix,  Providence; 
and  Rhode  Island  Consistory,  Providence.  There 
are  upwards  of  three  hundred  members  of  the  Rite 
in  Rhode  Island  who  have  attained  the  32°.  The  fol- 
lowing named  brethren  have  been  honored  with  the 
33°  and  hold  rank  as  Inspectors  General :  Albert  H. 
Chaffee,  James  B.  Bray  ton,  Eugene  D.  Burt,  Stillman 
White,  Jos.  O.  Earle,  Wm.  J.  Underwood,  George  H. 
Kenyon,  M.  D.,  George  L.  Shepley,  Henry  C.  Field, 
Wm  E.  Husband,  Hunter  C.  White.  Bro.  Newton 
D.  Arnold  is  the  present  Deputy  for  Rhode  Island. 
Bro.  George  M.  Carpenter,  Providence,  who  received 
the  33°,  Sept.  19,  1882,  became  an  Active  Member  of 
the  Supreme  Council,  Sept.  15,  1886. 

In  this  place  mention  may  be  made  of  several  other 
brethren,  prominent  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the 
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Scottish  Rite  in  Rhode  Island,  who  have  passed  on 
to  join  the  great  majority.  Included  in  such  a  list  are 
the  names  of  Wm.  Field,  Thos.  A.  Doyle,  Nicholas 
Van  Slyck,  William  B.  Blanding,  and  others,  all  of 
whom  had  attained  the  highest  rank  and  were  favor- 
ably  known  among  brethren  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

It  is  pleasant  to  consider  that  the  degrees  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  were  recognized  in  Rhode 
Island  at  an  early  period  in  the  Masonic  history  of 
the  State,  and  that  they  have  had  so  many  and  such 
worthy  exponents.  There  has  been  some  confusion 
as  to  the  rightful  order  of  procedure — some  clashing 
of  desires  and  interests  in  the  formation  and  in  the 
merging  of  organizations  representing  the  different 
sections  of  the  Rite — but  always  there  has  been  a 
recognition  of  the  holy  truths  and  important  lessons 
attached  to  a  beautiful  and  significant  symbolism. 
Intelligent,  thoughtful  brethren,  have  found  satisfac- 
tion in  the  philosophical  and  moral  teachings  of  the 
Rite,  and  by  its  suggestiveness  in  ritual  and  ceremony 
they  have  been  furnished  with  some  additional  incen- 
tives to  wholesome  and  useful  living.  Thus  has  the 
exalted  mission  of  the  Rite  been  fulfilled  in  the  past ; 
and  thus,  along  ever  broadening  and  brightening 
lines,  it  may  be  expected  to  continue  its  benign  ser- 
vice, quickening  the  intellectual  and  moral  nature  of 
those  who  partake  of  its  instruction,  and  ever  pointing 
to  that  ascending,  illumined  way  which  leads  to  God 
and  to  Heaven. 
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IN  the  following  pages  of  personal  record  no  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  present  a  complete  list 
of  those  worthy  Craftsmen,  who,  by  character,  ability, 
and  faithful  service,  have  been  identified  with  Masonic 
interests  in  Rhode  Island.  There  are  many,  besides 
those  whose  names  are  here  enumerated,  who  are 
justly  entitled  to  honored  remembrance,  both  for  their 
works'  sake  and  for  love's  sake. 

The  classification  herewith  presented  includes  the 
Grand  Masters  of  the  State,  from  the  organization  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  Centennial 
year,  and  other  brethren  who  have  held  important  offi- 
cial positions  in  Grand  Lodge,  or  have  represented 
legitimate  departments  of  the  institution  in  some  of 
the  related  Grand  Bodies.  The  sketches,  many  of 
them,  are  less  ample  than  was  intended,  because  of  the 
want  of  material  for  the  desired  biographical  notices. 
However  imperfect  the  classification  or  fragmentary 
the  sketches,  the  hope  is  entertained  that  this  depart- 
ment will  have  interest,  and  that  it  will  help  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  worthy  and  devoted  brethren 
whose  names  brighten  the  record  of  Rhode  Island 
Freemasonry. 
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CHRISTOPHER  CHAMPLIN. 

Christopher  Champux,  the  first  Grand  Master  of  Masons 
in  Rhode  Island,  was  son  of  Col.  Christopher  and  Hannah  (Hill) 
Champlin,  of  Westerly,  R.  I.  He  was  born  in  Charlestown,  R.  I., 
February  7,  1 73 1 .  Mr.  George  C.  Mason,  in  an  article  on  the 
Champlin  family,  (published  in  the  Providence  Journal,  May, 
1855)  says:  "Col.  Champlin  early  showed  a  disposition  to 
serve  his  country,  having  learned  in  his  father's  house  that 
every  man,  when  required,  should  be  ready  to  do  his  part  in  the 
field  :  and  it  was  there  that  he  learned  the  use  of  arms.  A 
youth  at  Crown  Point,  yet  he  was  deemed  worthy  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Major  in  the  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  under  the 
command  of  Christopher  Harris,  and  he  served  through  the 
whole  campaign."  Mr.  Champlin  with  other  members  of  his 
family  removed  to  Newport,  early,  and  entered  into  mercantile 
life,  confining  his  attention  to  the  importation  of  dry  goods. 
At  that  time  he  occupied  a  store  on  Thames  street,  near  Pel- 
ham.  Later  his  business  was  carried  on  near  Washington 
Square.  He  was  the  agent  of  Mr.  Powell  of  Poston,  the 
agent  for  supplying  Pritish  ships  of  war  in  Colonial  ports.  He 
finally  invested  in  shipping  which  he  prosecuted  with  marked 
success.  Mr.  Mason  says:  "Col.  Champlin  was  thoroughly 
imbued  with  the  science  of  astrology,  his  faith  was  so  strong, 
that  he  would  not  allow  one  of  his  many  vessels  that  he  built 
to  leave  the  stocks  until  his  horoscope  was  cast  :  and  when  the 
time  had  come,  according  to  his  calculations,  by  day  or  night, 
at  that  moment  the  blocks  must  be  knocked  away  and  the  ves- 
sel given  to  the  waves."  He  was  married  1767  to  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Lawton  Grant  of  Newport.  He  owned  much  prop- 
erty in  Newport,  many  large  stores  and  warehouses  on  the 
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wharf  which  still  bears  his  name.  When  the  British  took  pos- 
session of  Newport,  he,  with  many  others,  left  Newport,  and 
returned  to  his  farm  in  Narragansett.  After  the  peace  he 
returned  to  Newport  and  resumed  his  active  life.  For  sixteen 
years  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode 
Island.  In  1795  he  was  active  in  establishing  the  Bank  of 
Rhode  Island,  of  which  he  was  elected  President,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  hold  the  office  until  the  time  of  his  death,  April  25, 
1805. 

He  was  an  able  and  zealous  supporter  of  Freemasonry,  and, 
for  a  number  of  years,  especially  active  in  promoting  its  in- 
terests. He  united  with  other  influential  brethren  of  Newport 
and  Providence  in  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  was  elected  Grand  Master  by  the  body  thus  estab- 
lished, in  1 791.  He  rendered  long  and  faithful  service  to  the 
Craft.  As  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  movement  to  organize  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  as  the  first  Grand  Master  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity  in  this  State,  Christopher  Champlin  is  entitled  to 
special  remembrance  by  the  Masons  of  this  jurisdiction. 
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JABEZ   BO  WEN. 

Jauez  Bowen,  LLD.,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Rhode  Island, 
who  succeeded  Christopher  Champlin  in  the  office  of  Grand 
Master,  was  born  in  Providence,  June  2,  1739.  He  received  his 
preparatory  education  in  his  native  town,  entered  Yale  College 
when  he  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  the  class  of  1757.  He  returned  to  Providence, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  through  his  long  and  useful  life, 
and  soon  was  numbered  among  the  foremost  citizens  of  the 
place.  In  1773  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Town  Council, 
and  was  kept  in  this  office  by  successive  elections  for  a  number 
of  years.  In  1777  he  was  chosen  a  Representative  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  In  1778  he  was  elected  Deputy  Governor, 
which  office  he  filled  most  acceptably  many  years.  He  was 
also  a  Judge  of  the  Superior,  or  Supreme  Court.  During  the 
Revolution,  he  was  devoted  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  was 
placed  on  important  committees  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was 
for  many  years  an  active  and  influential  member  of  the  commis- 
sion having  charge  of  matters  connected  with  the  carrying  on 
of  the  war.  In  1786  he  was  appointed  by  the  Legislature  one 
of  the  Commissioners  to  represent  Rhode  Island  in  the  Conven- 
tion of  States,  proposed  to  be  held  at  Annapolis.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  famous  Convention  that  adopted  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  May  29th.  1790,  by  a  vote. of  thirty- 
four  to  thirty-two.  During  the  administration  of  Washington, 
he  was  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  Rhode  Island. 

In  religious  and  educational  matters  Mr.  Bowen  was  zealous 
and  active.  He  was  President  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  in  his  more  mature  years  he  became  a  consistent 
and  devout  member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church.  He 
was  one  of  a  committee  of  ten,  to  take  charge  of  the  Public 
Schools,  this  being  the  first  School  Committee  appointed  by  the 
town,  under  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly.  In  1785  he  was 
elected  Chancellor  of  Rhode  Island  College,  now  Brown  Univer- 
sity, in  place  of  Governor  Hopkins,  deceased.  This  high  office 
he  filled  most  acceptably  and  usefully  until  his  death,  a  period 
of  thirty  years.  In  all  these  various  relations  he  performed 
an  amount  of  work  for  the  public  good,  such  as  is  seldom  per- 
formed by  a  single  individual.  : 
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He  was  an  ardent  and  efficient  member  of  the  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity. He  became  a  Mason,  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  Providence, 
some  months  before  he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  was 
elected  to  office  soon  after  becoming  a  member.  Freemasonry 
declined  in  Providence  during  the  years  just  preceding  the 
breaking  out  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  there  was  an 
interruption  in  Lodge  activities  of  nine  years. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  1778,  Bro.  Bowen  received  a  commission 
from  John  Rowe,  Grand  Master  of  Massachusetts,  to  act  as 
Master.  In  December  of  the  following  year  he  was  regularly 
elected  to  this  office,  which  he  continued  to  hold  until  1791,  a 
period  of  thirteen  years.  Under  his  auspices  the  institution 
revived.  In  the  language  of  another,  "  the  genius  of  Masonry 
returned,  unappalled  by  the  din  of  arms,  and  by  the  brazen 
throat  of  war.  Through  his  influence  the  Lodge  was  no  longer 
subjected  to  the  caprice  of  a  landlord  and  the  inconveniences 
of  a  public  inn."  By  permission  of  the  State  authorities,  the 
meetings  were  from  this  time  held  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  communicated  a  new  impetus  to 
Freemasonry  in  Providence.  As  Worshipful  Master  of  St. 
John's  Lodge  in  that  town,  which  office  he  held  from  177810 
1790,  he  exercised  a  most  important  influence.  When  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  formed,  1791,  under  an  agreement  by  which  the  first 
Grand  Master  was  to  be  chosen  by  the  Lodge  in  Newport,  ami 
the  Deputy  Grand  Master  by  the  Lodge  in  Providence,  Jabez 
Bowen  was  unanimously  elected  to  fill  the  second  office.  At 
the  annual  meeting  in  1794,  he  was  elected  Grand  Master,  in 
which  office  he  continued  to  serve  six  years,  until  1799.  He 
died  in  Providence,  May  7,  1815,  and  was  buried  with  Masonic 
honors. 

It  is  pleasant  to  recall  the  history  of  this  man  as  identified 
with  civil  and  Masonic  interests.  He  was  a  scholar  of  repute, 
as  is  shown  by  his  having  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary 
degree  of  LLD.  both  by  Brown  University  and  Dartmouth 
College.  He  was  a  public  spirited  citizen,  exercising  a  large 
and  wholesome  influence  in  the  community  because  of  his  in- 
tegrity, capacity  and  interest  in  the  things  of  related  life.  By 
reason  of  these  same  traits  he  contributed  to  the  reviving  of 
the  Masonic  institution  in  Providence  and  the  advancement  of 
its  interests  throughout  the  State. 

18 
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PELEG  CLARKE. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  June 
3,  1734.  He  was  a  descendant  of  Jeremiah  Clarke,  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  the  island  of  Rhode  Island.  Little  is  known  of 
the  early  life  of  Peleg  Clarke.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  he 
followed  the  sea  for  several  years,  and  was  the  Captain  and 
owner  in  part  of  several  vessels  employed  in  trade  with  the 
West  Indies.  At  a  later  period  he  prosecuted  a  successful  busi- 
ness in  Newport,  being  interested  in  various  commercial  un- 
dertakings. He  was  also  engaged  in  distilling,  which  was 
extensively  carried  on  in  Newport  at  the  time.  During  the 
Revolutionary  War  he  suffered  much  loss  of  property,  and  his 
son  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British  and  kept  in  confinement 
several  months.  Peleg  Clarke  was  passive  during  that  struggle 
for  American  independence,  being  of  a  conservative  turn  of 
mind  and  not  in  favor  of  changing  the  form  of  government. 
He  kept  the  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  notwithstanding 
his  English  predilections,  and  was  generally  regarded  as  a  good 
citizen.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  King  David's  Lodge,  New- 
port, June  10,  1780  ;  his  name  appears  in  the  list  of  members  of 
St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  of  Newport,  as  reorganized  just  pre- 
vious to  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  of  Rhode  Island,  in 
1791.  His  brethren  of  the  first  Lodge  of  Newport  evinced  their 
regard  for  him  by  naming  him  for  the  office  of  Senior  Grand 
Warden,  into  which  office  he  was  installed  at  the  first  meeting  of 
Grand  Lodge,  at  Newport,  in  June  27,  1791.  Bro.  Clarke  held 
this  office  during  the  time  that  Bro.  Christopher  Champlin  was 
Grand  Master,  and  was  advanced  to  the  office  of  Deputy  Grand 
Master  in  1794,  when  Jabez  Bowen  was  elected  Grand  Master, 
and  was  continued  in  the  second  highest  office  of  Grand  Lodge 
until  1799,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  highest  place,  that  of 
Grand  Master.  He  held  the  office  for  but  one  year,  declining 
re-election  on  account  of  the  "ill  state  of  his  health."  He  died 
Dec.  3,  1803,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  lot  at  Newport.  A 
white  marble  tablet  marks  the  spot,  with  this  inscription  :  "  Sa- 
cred to  the  memory  of  Peleg  Clarke,  who  died  Dec.  3d,  1803, 
aged  70  years,  and  Mary  his  wife,  who  died  April  10,  1804.  aged 
67  years  ;  also  of  Peleg  Clarke,  Jr.,  their  son,  who  was  lost  at 
sea  in  the  year  1785,  in  the  25th  year  of  his  age." 
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CHRISTOPHER  OLNEY. 

Col.  Christopher  Olnev  was  born  in  Providence,  Dec.  24, 
1745,  and  died  March  5,  1809.  In  1766  he  married  Jemima 
Potter.  He  was  a  man  of  mark  and  influence  in  the  commu- 
nity, and  was  often  called  to  fill  places  of  public  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. He  was  a  sturdy  patriot  in  the  times  that  tried 
men's  souls  and  he  held  a  Colonelcy  during  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  He  was  one  of  the  pall  bearers  at  the  funeral 
ceremony  enacted  in  Providence,  in  1800,  in  commemoration  of 
Washington.  Col.  Olney  was  a  manufacturer  and  carried  on 
quite  a  large  business  for  his  time.  He  erected  several  factories 
in  Olneyville,  which  was  named  for  him.  He  was  a  man  of  large 
and  varied  information  and  the  steadfast  friend  of  education. 
He  was  elected  a  trustee  of  Brown  University  in  1804.  He 
was  the  father  of  three  sons  and  four  daughters.  One  of  his 
sons,  Nathaniel  G.,  was  associated  in  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests at  Olneyville,  and  after  his  father's  death  carried  on  the 
business. 

Christopher  Olney  was  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity. His  Masonic  record  is  alike  creditable  to  his  ability 
and  his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  Craft.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  St.  John's  Lodge  in  Providence,  active  and  helpful  in  the 
organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  and  he  was 
elected  Senior  Grand  Warden  of  that  body  in  1795.  He  served 
as  Deputy  under  Grand  Master  Peleg  Clarke,  whom  he  suc- 
ceeded in  the  highest  office,  in  the  year  1800,  being  re-elected 
in  1 80 1. 
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MOSES  SEIXAS. 

This  brother  was  widely  and  favorably  known  among  Masons, 
and  his  Masonic  zeal  was  evinced  in  many  ways  and  on  frequent 
occasions.  He  was  foremost  among  those  who  established  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  being  at  that  time  W.\  Master 
of  St.  John's  Lodge  in  Newport,  and  the  Chairman  of  a  Com- 
mittee representing  that  Lodge,  wliich  Committee,  acting  in 
conjunction  with  a  similar  Committee  appointed  by  St.  John's 
Lodge,  Providence,  formulated  a  plan  for  constituting  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  Because  of  his  representative  posi- 
tion, and  his  ability,  he  was  called  upon  to  preside  at  the  con- 
stituting of  Grand  Lodge,  1791,  and,  as  installing  officer,  he 
inducted  Christopher  Champlin  into  his  position  as  Grand 
Master,  and  the  other  designated  Grand  Officers  into  their  re- 
spective places. 

In  the  year  1800  Moses  Seixas  was  chosen  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  which  office  he  held  for  two  years.  In  1802  he  was 
elected  Grand  Master,  continuing  to  hold  the  office  by  annual 
re-elections  until  1809.  His  administration  of  Grand  Lodge 
affairs  during  this  long  term  of  seven  years  was  very  much  to 
his  credit.  It  was  at  this  period,  and  somewhat  by  the  effort* 
of  this  zealous  Craftsman,  that  Freemasonry  made  rapid  pro- 
gress in  Rhode  Island  and  became  more  systematized  in  the 
expression  of  its  principles  and  purposes.  Bro.  Seixas  was  ac- 
tive and  proficient  in  all  departments  of  Freemasonry,  as  recog- 
nized at  his  time,  and  had  been  advanced  to  foremost  place  in 
the  Scottish  Rite.  His  greatest  interest,  however,  centred  in 
the  Blue  Lodge.  His  name  and  memory  will  long  endure  be- 
cause of  his  ardent  support  of  the  Masonic  institution  and  the 
conspicuous  services  rendered  by  him  in  its  behalf.  It  will  be 
remembered  to  his  credit,  also,  that  he  was  a  reputable  and 
honored  citizen.  For  the  last  fourteen  years  of  his  life  he  held 
the  position  of  Cashier  in  the  Bank  of  Rhode  Island,  Chris- 
topher Champlin  being  the  President  of  the  same  institution. 
Bro.  Seixas  died  at  his  residence  in  Washington  Square,  New- 
port, Nov.  29,  1809,  aged  sixty-six  years.  His  body  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Jewish  cemetery  of  that  city,  and  the  burial  place 
marked  by  a  monument,  which  states  the  fact  of  his  connection 
with  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  of  his  having  held  the  office 
of  Grand  Master. 
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EPHRAIM  BO  WEN,  Jr. 

Cm..  Ephkaim  Bowen,  Jr.,  whose  membership  in  St.  John's 
Lodge,  Providence,  extended  over  a  long  term  of  years,  during 
which  he  was  active  and  influential  in  promoting  its  interests, 
was  born  in  Providence,  August  29,1753.  He  was  a  zealous 
Mason  and  a  true  patriot.  When  he  was  but  nineteen  years  of 
age  he  took  part  in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  "Gas- 
pee,"  an  armed  British  schooner,  which  had  been  stationed  in 
Narragansett  Bay  to  look  out  for  smugglers.  The  British  Com- 
mander and  other  officers  had  been  unnecessarily  severe  in  the 
exercise  of  their  authority,  and  the  people  of  Providence  and 
vicinity  were  accordingly  very  much  incensed.  On  June  10, 
1772,  a  packet-boat  left  Newport  for  Providence,  without  noti- 
fying Commander  Dudingston  of  the  "  Gaspee,"  and  he  pursued 
the  packet  more  than  twenty  miles,  and  then  ran  hard  aground 
on  Namquit  Point,  some  seven  miles  below  Providence.  When 
the  news  came  to  that  town  that  the  hated  vessel  was  aground 
near  by,  and  that  she  probably  could  not  get  off  until  high  tide 
the  following  morning,  there  was  an  outburst  of  feeling  in  favor 
of  her  destruction.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  in  a  statement 
published  over  his  name  when  he  was  eighty-six  years  old,  gave 
a  graphic  account  of  the  seizure  and  burning  of  the  "Gaspee." 
The  following  is  a  part  of  the  interesting  narrative:  "About 
the  time  of  the  shutting  up  of  the  shops,  soon  after  sunset,  a 
man  passed  along  the  main  street  beating  a  drum,  and  informing 
the  people  that  the  Gaspee  was  aground  on  Namquit  Point  and 
would  not  float  off  until  3  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  invit- 
ing those  persons  who  felt  a  disposition  to  go  and  destroy  that 
troublesome  vessel  to  repair  in  the  evening  to  Mr.  James  Sa- 
bin's  house."  The  narrator  goes  on  to  state  that  about  9 
o'clock  he  took  his  father's  gun  and  his  powder  horn  and  bullets 
^nd  went  to  Mr.  Sabin's  ;  he  found  the  southeast  room  full  of 
people;  all  remained  until  about  10  o'clock,  some  casting  bul- 
lets in  the  kitchen  and  others  making  arrangements  for  depart- 
ure. They  embarked  from  Fcnner's  wharf ;  a  sea  captain  acted 
as  steersman  of  each  boat  ;  a  line  was  formed,  Capt.  Abraham 
Whipple  being  on  the  right,  and  Capt.  John  B.  Hopkins  on  the 
right  of  the  left  division.  Col.  Bowen,  in  the  statement  referred 
to,  describes  the  attack  and  the  wounding  of  Lieut.  Dudingston 
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in  command  of  the  vessel.  The  crew  were  put  on  shore,  and 
the  schooner  was  set  on  fire  and  utterly  destroyed.  The  boats 
went  back  to  Providence  in  broad  daylight.  The  British  gov- 
ernment pronounced  the  destruction  of  the  "  Gaspee  "  an  act 
of  high  treason,  and  offered  a  reward  of  a  thousand  pounds  to 
anybody  who  would  give  information  against  the  offenders  ;  but 
no  information  was  obtainable.  The  destruction  of  the  "  Gas- 
pee  "  stimulated  patriotic  feeling  throughout  the  colonies,  and 
the  act  was  generally  justified.  It  has  become  historic  as  mark- 
ing the  firing  of  the  first  authorized  shot  which  ushered  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution. 

The  expedition  was  undertaken  by  a  band  of  sturdy  patriots, 
several  of  whom  were  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Provi- 
dence, while  others  in  the  party  afterwards  joined  the  Lodge. 
In  the  last  named  class  John  Mawney,  a  participant,  who,  as 
surgeon,  dressed  the  wounds  of  the  commander  of  the  vessel, 
and  Ephraim  Bowen,  Jr.,  the  youngest  of  the  party,  find  place. 
Bowen  outlived  all  his  companions  in  that  notable  affair. 

Col.  Bowen  entered  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  soon 
after  its  formation.  He  was  a  representative  of  St.  John's 
Lodge  in  Providence,  to  the  Grand  Body,  almost  from  the  date 
of  the  establishment  of  the  last  named  organization.  In  1799 
he  was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden,  holding  that  office  two 
years,  when  he  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  Senior  Grand 
Warden.  In  1802,  on  the  election  of  Moses  Seixas  for  Grand 
Master,  Col.  Bowen  was  chosen  Deputy  Grand  Master.  He 
held  this  important  place  seven  years.  He  succeeded  to  the 
Grand  Mastership,  on  the  retirement  of  Moses  Seixas,  in  1809, 
and  was  continued  in  that  highest  office  two  years. 

Col.  Bowen  was  spared  to  a  great  age,  his  death  taking  place 
when  he  was  about  ninety  years  old.  He  was  a  public  spirited 
citizen,  possessed  of  a  large  and  generous  nature,  and  ready  to 
give  and  do  in  matters  of  associated  welfare.  He  took  great 
interest  in  the  Masonic  Institution  and  never  grew  weary  in  his 
efforts  to  promote  its  usefulness.  He  held  a  well  deserved  place 
of  leadership  and  honor  among  the  Craftsmen  of  Rhode  Island 
in  the  closing  years  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  the  early 
part  of  the  present  century. 
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SYLVESTER  CHILD,  Jr. 

Sylvester  Child,  Jr.,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode 
Island  during  two  years,  1811-12,  was  the  son  of  Sylvester 
Child,  who  was  born  March  16,  1730,  and  died  May  15,  1815. 
He  married  first  Abigail  Miller.  They  had  four  children.  His 
second  wife  was  Joanna  Barhaby,  to  whom  he  was  married  De- 
cember 28,  1758.  She  was  the  mother  of  Sylvester  Child,  Jr., 
be  being  the  third  of  five  children  that  blessed  her  marriage. 
She  died  May  18,  1772. 

This  third  child,  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch,  was  born 
in  Warren,  R.  I.,  Sept.  14th,  1764.    He  died  Sept.  4,  1828. 

Very  little  information  is  available,  bearing  upon  the  early 
life  of  this  honored  Craftsman.  He  was,  without  doubt,  a 
hearty,  well  trained  lad,  who  grew  into  a  vigorous  manhood  and 
gained  the  well  deserved  respect  of  his  friends  and  neighbors. 
This  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  was  often  called  upon  to  serve 
the  community  in  places  of  public  trust  and  responsibility.  He 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Town  Council,  also  an  Assessor  of 
Taxes,  and  in  these  and  other  important  offices  is  believed  to 
have  shown  ability  and  good  judgment.  He  was  tide-waiter  for 
the  port  of  Warren  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

He  married  Patience,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Ann  Luther. 
Mrs.  Child  survived  her  husband  for  a  considerable  number  of 
years.    She  died  January  21,  1851.    There  were  no  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  made  a  Mason  in  St.  John's 
Lodge,  Providence,  soon  after  reaching  his  majority.  He  united 
with  the  Masons  of  Warren  and  the  vicinity  in  the  movement 
for  the  establishment  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  3,  and  his 
name  appears  as  one  of  the  Charter  members  in  the  Warrant 
issued  by  Grand  Master  Jabez  Bowen,  as  authorized  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  March  15,  1798. 

Bro.  Child  served  the  Lodge  as  Senior  Warden  from  1801  to 
1807.  It  does  not  appear  by  the  record  that  he  was  ever  elected 
W.\  Master.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Junior  Grand  War- 
den in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  in  1803,  and  held 
that  office  until  1809,  when  he  was  chosen  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter, from  which  position,  after  two  years  service,  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  highest  place,  Grand  Master,  and  re-elected  the 
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following  year,  1812,  for  a  second  term.  He  retired  from  the 
Grand  Mastership  after  a  faithful  service  of  two  years. 

He  was  active  in  Capitular  Masonry,  and  took  part  in  the 
formation  of  Temple  Chapter,  No.  3,  Warren,  in  1809.  He  was 
a  Charter  member  and  the  first  High  Priest  of  the  body,  serving 
in  this  office  from  1809  to  1816.  The  records  of  Masonic  organ- 
izations in  the  early  part  of  this  century  included  but  few  items 
of  business,  and  made  but  slight  reference  to  members,  beyond 
noticing  the  election  of  officers.  Many  things  which  we  should 
like  to  know  about  Capt.  Sylvester  Child,  Jr.,  the  records  fail  to 
declare  ;  but  enough  is  told  to  make  evident  the  fact  that  his 
Masonic  career  was  one  of  considerable  distinction  and  that  he 
exercised  much  influence  among  his  brethren,  both  in  Warren  and 
throughout  the  jurisdiction. 

He  was  a  man  possessed  of  strong  individuality — very  much 
inclined  to  adhere  to  his  opinions  when  once  formed  and  to  go 
steadily  forward  in  whatever  path  seemed  to  him  just  and  right. 
He  maintained  the  character  of  a  worthy  citizen  and  a  devoted 
Craftsman,  and  so  he  deserves  a  grateful  remembrance  among 
men  and  Masons. 
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THOMAS  SMITH  WKHB. 

There  can  be  no  question  of  the  fact  that  Thomas  Smith 
Webb  holds  foremost  place  among  American  Masons.  By  his 
acquisitions  and  abilities,  by  his  gifts  of  leadership,  and  by  his 
intense  devotedness  to  Masonic  studies  and  interests,  he  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  institution  in  so  close  and  helpful  a  way 
as  to  secure,  while  he  was  living,  a  large  measure  of  honorable 
recognition  from  his  fellow  Craftsmen,  and  to  merit  the  meed  of 
grateful  remembrance  so  generally  accorded  to  him  by  members 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

Bishop  Randall,  in  his  address  at  the  centennial  celebration 
of  St.  John's  Lodge,  June  24,  1857,  used  the  following  words  : 
"St.  John's  Lodge,  about  the  beginning  of  the  present  century, 
received  an  important  acquisition  in  the  person  of  Thomas 
Smith  Webb,  to  whom,  without  disparaging  the  great  claims  of 
others,  may  be  assigned  a  place  among  the  brightest  of  the  con- 
stellations of  the  Masonic  firmament.*' 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  there  may  be  as  to  some  things 
attempted  by  Webb  in  the  extension  of  the  Masonic  ceremonial, 
and  in  the  formulating  and  modifying  of  Masonic  rituals,  there 
can  be  no  question  that  he  accomplished  a  good  work  in  the  way 
of  improving  the  system  and  providing  needed  explanations. 
It  must  be  conceded  that  he  applied  himself  to  such  work  with 
rare  enthusiasm,  having  a  love  for  the  Masonic  Institution  which 
moved  him  to  constant  thought  and  activities  in  behalf  of  its 
interests. 

It  is  a  pleasant  task  to  sketch  the  career  of  this  distinguished 
Craftsman,  and,  specially,  to  notice  how  he  stamped  the  impress 
of  his  thought  and  influence  upon  American  Masonry.  We  can- 
not fail  to  see  what  a  power  Webb  was  in  his  day  and  genera- 
tion. He  formulated  constitutions  and  systems  whenever  he 
thought  there  was  need,  and  he  did  not  hesitate  to  mark  out  new 
lines  of  procedure  when  he  thought  a  change  was  required.  To 
him  we  are  indebted  for  many  of  the  peculiarities  in  ritual  and 
government  which  characterize  Masonry  in  this  country.  He 
was  never  afraid  of  taking  new  departures  when  he  felt  that  the 
interests  of  the  Craft  would  be  promoted  by  a  change  or  re- 
adaptation  of  former  methods — and  sometimes  he  was  willing 
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almost  to  build  anew  from  the  foundation.  In  regard  to  the 
first  three  degrees  Webb  certainly  exhibited  a  considerable 
amount  of  conservatism.  He  generally  followed  Preston  in  the 
ceremony  and  lectures  of  these  degrees.  In  the  higher  depart- 
ments, however,  he  rearranged  and  shaped  matters  much  accord- 
ing to  his  own  fancy,  introducing  changes  both  in  ritual  and 
government  that  have  been  approved  in  some  quarters  and  con- 
demned in  others.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  Webb 
wrought  honestly,  and  for  the  most  part  intelligently,  in  the  do- 
ing of  such  work,  believing  that  it  was  called  for  and  would  be 
of  advantage  to  the  Fraternity.  His  special  fitness  for  construc- 
tion and  re-construction,  and  for  the  duties  of  administration 
as  well,  cannot  be  denied. 

Thomas  Smith  Webb  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  October  30, 
1771,  His  parents,  who  belonged  to  the  middle  class  of  English 
people,  had  emigrated  from  England  to  this  country  only  a  few 
years  before  the  date  referred  to.  They  seem  to  have  followed 
others  of  their  family  in  seeking  a  home  in  New  England.  The 
child  Thomas  was  given  the  name  of  an  uncle,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Smith,  who  resided  in  Portland,  Maine,  where  he  seems  to  have 
been  regarded  with  much  favor. 

It  appears  that  Webb's  childhood  and  youth  were  marked  by 
signs  of  what  his  manhood  should  be  in  its  earnestness  of  ex- 
pression. He  was  noted  even  as  a  child  for  superior  mental 
capacities  and  an  enthusiasm  of  temperament  which  gave  prom- 
ise of  much  activity  and  usefulness  in  future  days.  He  was 
measurably  fond  of  his  studies  and  always  manifested  a  whole 
heartedness  of  endeavor  in  whatever  undertaking  engaged  his 
attention.  At  an  early  age  he  gave  proof  of  that  special  amia- 
bility of  disposition  which  was  one  of  his  ruling  characteristics 
through  life.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Boston,  pass- 
ing through  the  Latin  School  at  the  last,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated when  fifteen  years  of  age.  When  sixteen  years  old  he 
began  to  learn  the  printer's  art,  at  which  he  soon  became  an 
adept.  Removing  to  Keene,  X.  H.,  before  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  he  there  followed  the  trade  he  had  acquired. 

It  was  while  residing  at  Keene  that  he  received,  in  Rising 
Sun  Lodge  of  that  town,  the  first  three  degrees  of  Freemasonry. 
The  record  of  the  Lodge  shows  that  he  was  proposed,  elected 
and  initiated,  and  paid  the  fee,         6s,  December  24,  1790,  and 
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that  he  was  passed  and  raised  December  27,  1790.  At  this  time 
he  was  but  little  more  than  nineteen  years  old.  He  withdrew, 
or,  as  the  record  says,  *'  discontinued,  July  6,  1791,  was  admitted 
again  August  13,  1791,  and  again  withdrew  March  7,  1792,  at 
which  time  he  presented  the  Lodge  a  Bible,  bound  in  morocco 
leather,  nicely  gilt  and  lettered." 

Webb  was  not  successful  in  his  business  at  Keene,  and,  in 
1793,  removed  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  he  established  a  paper 
staining  manufactory  which  he  carried  on  for  some  seven  years. 
While  a  resident  of  Albany,  in  the  autumn  of  1797,  he  married 
Miss  Martha  Hopkins,  of  his  native  Boston. 

During  the  closing  years  of  the  century  he  applied  himself 
closely  to  Masonic  reading  and  pursuits.  He  obtained  all  the 
publications  respecting  Freemasonry — not  a  great  number — and 
entered  into  communication,  both  by  conversation  and  by  the 
pen,  with  intelligent  Brethren,  from  whom  he  sought  more  light. 
Thus  in  a  little  time  he  began  to  exercise  a  just  influence  among 
the  Craft,  and  was  soon  known  as  a  thoroughly  well  posted  and 
zealous  member  of  the  Fraternity.  In  1797,  Webb  published 
The  Freemason's  Monitor,  or  Illustrations  of  Masonry,  a  work 
which  tended  to  make  him  widely  known,  as  well  as  to  increase 
his  reputation  among  those  who  already  had  knowledge  of  his 
merits.  Although  but  twenty-six  years  old  at  the  date  of  its 
publication  he  had  been  Master  of  Temple  Lodge  at  Albany, 
and  was  at  the  time  High  Priest  of  Temple  Chapter,  in  the  for- 
mation of  which  he  had  been  largely  instrumental.  He  had 
received  the  Ineffable  Degrees,  and  in  connection  therewith, 
probably,  the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  though  it  is  claimed  by 
some  that  he  gained  his  knowledge  of  these  Orders  by  his  visit 
to  St.  Andrew's  Chapter,  of  Boston,  in  1796. 

The  first  edition  of  Webb's  Monitor,  1797,  shows  conclusively 
that  its  author  had  classified  and  arranged  the  Capitular  De- 
grees prior  to  its  issue,  and  that  to  him  belongs  the  credit  of 
framing  the  American  system  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  as  it  now 
exists.  We  find  that  he  was  actively  engaged  at  Boston  and 
elsewhere,  about  that  time,  in  urging  his  system  of  Chapter 
work  and  organization,  and  thus  he  prepared  the  way  for  those 
changes  in  the  ritual  and  government  which  were  accepted  by 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  the  memorable  meeting  of  that 
body,  held  in  Providence,  January,  1799.    The  second  edition 


Digitized  by  Google 


284 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH KS. 


of  the  Monitor,  published  at  Providence  in  1802,  gives  clear 
indications  of  the  progress  made  by  the  formation  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Chapter  and  the  acceptance  of  the  author's  system 
of  classification,  etc. 

The  precise  date  of  Webb's  removal  to  Providence  is  uncer- 
tain. Probably  it  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1799.  His 
business  at  the  first  was  the  manufacture  of  wall  paper,  in  which 
he  employed  quite  a  number  of  hands.  He  subsequently  dis- 
posed of  that  business,  and  purchased  an  interest  in  the  "  Hope 
Manufacturing  Company,"  becoming  the  responsible  agent  of 
the  firm.  By  his  active  and  capable  efforts  he  realized  a  con- 
siderable measure  of  financial  success,  while  indirectly  he  con- 
tributed efficiently  toward  the  establishment  of  the  cotton  man- 
ufacturing interests  of  Rhode  Island,  whrth  in  these  later  years 
have  become  so  important. 

With  all  his  business  interests,  and  his  devotion  to  music,  in 
which  he  was  proficient,  he  yet  found  time  for  Masonic  study 
and  service.  Soon  after  coming  to  Providence  he  was  invited 
by  St.  John's  Lodge  in  that  city  to  take  membership  in  that 
body.  The  record  of  the  Lodge,  under  date  of  November  28, 
1 800,  is  as  follows  : 

"  Voted,  That  R.  W.  Master  John  Carlile,  Brother  Gersham 
Jones,  and  Brother  Daniel  Stillwell,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on 
our  Worthy  Brother  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  and  inform  him  that 
this  Lodge,  for  his  very  great  exertions  in  the  cause  of  Ma- 
sonry, wish  him  to  become  a  member  of  the  same,  and  sign  the 
By-Laws." 

The  Committee  were  successful  in  their  mission,  as  appears 
from  the  following  note  of  reply,  which  has  been  preserved  : 

"  Brethren  Carlile,  Stillwell  ami  Jones,  Committee  of  St.  John's 
Lodge  : 

Brkthkkn.  You  will  please  to  present  my  acknowledgments 
to  the  worshipful  officers  and  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  for 
their  polite  attention  in  inviting  me  to  become  a  member  of 
their  respectable  body,  and  inform  them  1  accept  their  invita- 
tion with  peculiar  pleasure.  I  am  with  sentiments  of  esteem, 
Brethren,  Your  Friend  and  Brother, 

Thomas  S.  Wkiiii. 

Pkovidenck,  Feb.  4,  1801." 
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Almost  immediately  after  becoming  a  member  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  Webb  instituted  a  Lodge  of  Instruction  for  the  diffusion 
of  Masonic  knowledge,  taking  to  himself  the  office  of  principal 
instructor  in  the  matters  thus  brought  under  consideration.  He 
was  never  elected  Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  but  he  had  held 
the  office  of  Master  in  the  Masonic  Lodge  with  which  he  was 
affiliated  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  this,  under  the  amended  consti- 
tution of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  made  him  eligible 
to  the  highest  office  in  that  body. 

In  June,  1802,  Webb  was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  In  1803  he  was  elected  Senior  Grand  Warden, 
holding  the  office  by  successive  elections  for  three  years.  He 
was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  1811,  holding  that  place 
for  two  years.  In  1813  he  was  elected  Grand  Master  and  re- 
elected in  1814.  At  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  he  de- 
clined further  service  as  Grand  Master. 

He  was  invited  to  become  a  member  of  Providence  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  and  February,  1801,  was  elected  its  High  Priest. 
Previous  to  this,  however,  as  appears  by  the  records,  he  had  fre- 
quently visited  the  Chapter,  illustrated  the  work,  and  instructed 
in  the  Lectures.  In  the  Grand  Chapter,  organized  in  1798,  his 
influence  was  felt  almost  at  once.  He  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest  in  1803  and  was  continued  in  that  office  until  1815,  when 
he  removed  from  the  jurisdiction. 

Webb  was  the  founder  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  or,  at 
least,  the  chief  promoter  of  the  movement  that  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  that  body.  In  1797  he  presided  over  the  Con- 
vention held  in  Hoston  to  effect  the  desired  organization.  The 
first  meeting  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  was  held  at  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  in  September,  1798,  an  adjournment  being  taken 
to  Providence,  where  an  important  meeting  was  held  in  Janu- 
ary, 1799.  tms  ^ast  nametl  Convention  Webb  presented,  as 
Chairman  of  Committee,  a  Constitution  which  was  adopted.  At 
the  third  meeting,  1806,  he  was  elected  General  Grand  King. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  1819,  he  was  holding  the  office  of 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

In  the  exposition  of  Templar  Masonry  Webb  took  a  special 
delight  In  some  respects  he  shaped  the  ritual  and  ceremonial, 
making  the  Orders  better  adapted  for  impressive  illustration. 
On  the  23d  of  August  St.  John's  Kncampment  [now  Command- 
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ery]  No.  i,  of  Providence,  was  organized,  and  Webb  was  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  organization.  At  each  annual  meeting  he  was 
re-elected,  until,  on  December  5,  18 14,  he  declined  to  longer 
hold  the  office.  He  was  largely  instrumental  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Grand  Encampment  [now  Grand  Commandery]  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  was  at  the  head  of  this 
body  from  the  date  of  its  organization,  1805,  until  18 17,  when 
he  positively  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election. 

The  establishment  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights 
Templars,  of  the  United  States,  in  1816,  has  been  declared  to 
be  the  crowning  glory  of  Webb's  Masonic  work.  It  is  clearly 
evident  that  he  was  heartily  interested  in  the  movement  and 
contributed  an  essential  help  to  the  formation  of  the  General 
Grand  Body.  He  represented  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Rhode  Island,  in  creating  such  an  organization, 
in  accordance  with  the  action  taken  by  the  first  named  body  in 
Boston,  May  15,  1816,  viz  : 

"  Resolved^  That  three  delegates  be  appointed  from  this  Grand 
Encampment,  to  meet  and  confer  with  any  or  all  other  Grand 
Encampments  that  are  now  established  within  the  United  vStates, 
or  with  such  delegates  as  may  be  appointed  by  any  or  all  of  the 
said  Grand  Encampments  upon  the  subject  of  a  general  union 
of  all  the  Encampments  within  the  United  States,  under  one 
supreme  head  and  general  form  of  government  ;  and  that  the 
said  delegates  be  and  they  are  hereby  invested  with  full  power 
and  authority  to  enter  into  such  engagements  and  stipulations, 
and  make  such  arrangements  upon  the  said  subject  as  they  may 
deem  expedient  and  proper,  to  promote  the  honor  and  interests 
of  the  Orders  of  Knighthood." 

"Resolved,  That  Most  Worshipful  and  Eminent  Sir  Thomas 
Smith  Webb,  and  Worshipful  Sir  Henry  Fowle,  of  Boston,  and 
Worshipful  Sir  John  Snow,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  appointed  delegates  for  the  before-mentioned 
purposes." 

Webb  and  his  associates  named  in  the  foregoing  resolution, 
with  Thomas  Lowndes,  a  representative  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  New  York,  were  instrumental  in  organizing  the  Grand 
Encampment,  1816:  and  in  the  election  of  officers  Webb  was 
chosen  to  fill  the  second  office,  that  of  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
Had  he  lived  until  the  tune  of  the  next  meeting  his  advance- 
ment to  the  first  place  would  have  been  certain.  His  name  is 
inseparably  linked  with  the  progress  of  Templarv.  both  as  re- 
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gards  the  shaping  of  its  ritual  and  the  development  of  its  or- 
ganic life,  first  in  St.  John's  Encampment,  then  through  the 
Grand  Encampment  assuming  larger  powers  and  finally  merged 
into  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  and  finally  in  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the^  United 
States. 

In  1 8 15,  Webb  removed  to  Boston,  where  he  already  had  a 
large  number  of  friends.  Masonic  and  otherwise.  About  this 
time  he  helped  organize  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society,  and 
was  elected  President  of  the  same.  One  of  his  eulogists  says  : 
*'  To  the  other  endowments  of  nature,  the  munificent  Author  of 
good  added  the  gift  and  taste  of  music.  His  whole  soul  was 
attuned  to  harmony,  every  chord  of  which  vibrated  at  the  slight- 
est touch,  and  gave  the  softest  tones  of  music's  power.  To 
vocal  and  instrumental  music  he  was  alike  inclined  ;  and  the 
fife  and  flute  were  among  the  choicest  companions  of  his  child- 
hood." It  may  be  added  that  Webb  was  especially  fond  of 
sacred  music,  and  while  he  resided  in  Providence  he  was  a  lead- 
ing member  of  one  of  the  church  choirs  in  that  city. 

Webb  died  suddenly  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  6,  181 9.  He 
was  in  the  full  vigor  of  manhood,  and  seemingly  had  promise  of 
many  years  of  usefulness  and  honor.  Leaving  home  in  the 
spring  of  the  year  above  named  for  an  extended  journey  in  the 
West — a  journey  undertaken  for  the  promotion  of  certain  Ma- 
sonic and  musical  interests — he  was  stricken  by  disease  while 
tarrying  at  Cleveland,  and  in  a  few  days  his  spirit  had  passed 
from  earth  to  the  immortal  land.  Kind  and  loving  Brethren 
ministered  to  his  needs  and  watched  by  his  side  until  the  final 
hour.  Then  they  took  charge  of  his  remains  and  gave  them 
Masonic  burial.  As  he  had  expressed  a  desire  that  his  body 
might  be  laid  away  to  rest  in  Providence,  his  remains  were  re- 
moved to  that  city  and  re-interred  with  the  solemn  rites  of  the 
Order,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  having  direction  of 
the  services.  An. appropriate  marble  monument,  provided  by  a 
Masonic  Association  formed  for  that  purpose,  now  stands  above 
the  spot  where  the  body  of  the  distinguished  Craftsman  reposes. 

Nearly  three-quarters  of  a  century  have  elapsed  since  the 
death  of  this  remarkable  man,  whose  zeal  for  Freemasonry  was 
most  intense,  and  whose  efficient  efforts  for  the  promotion  of 
the  interests  of  the  Masonic  institution  lasted  through  the  whole 
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preiod  of  his  adult  life.  During  fifteen  years  of  the  most  active 
period  of  his  life  he  was  a  resident  of  Providence  and  identi- 
fied with  Rhode  Island  Freemasonry  in  all  its  departments.  He 
is  deserving  ()f  an  honored  remembrance  because  of  what  he 
represented  in  a  genuine  and  generous  manhood,  and  specially 
for  his  words  and  works  in  behalf  of  the  Institution  which  he 
loved  so  well  and  in  whose  communions  he  derived  so  much  of 
sweet  and  helpful  satisfaction. 

As  already  stated,  Webb  married,  in  1797,  Mrs.  Martha  Hop- 
kins of  Boston.  Five  children  were  born  to  them,  three  of 
whom  died  when  quite  young  and  were  buried  in  Providence. 
The  other  two  survived  him.  His  wife  died  in  1S08,  and  a  year 
later  he  married  her  sister,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  and 
two  of  these  with  their  mother  survived  him.  Of  his  nine  chil- 
dren, therefore,  only  one  son  and  three  daughters  were  living 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  One  of  the  daughters  married  a 
man  named  (iraves;  the  others  were  never  married.  The 
son,  Thomas  Hopkins  Webb,  graduated  at  Brown  University 
in  1821,  and  was  located  in  Providence  for  a  number  of  years, 
where  he  practiced  medicine.  At  a  later  period  he  removed  to 
Boston,  where  he  united  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  He  died 
at  Quincy,  Mass,  Aug.  2,  tKC>6.  His  wife  survived  him.  but  no 
children.  His  sisters  had  died  before  his  decease.  The  great 
Masonic  Ritualist,  therefore,  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  has  no 
descendants  on  the  earth.  All  have  gone  forward  to  the  land 
of  the  immortals.  But  the  labors  of  Webb  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  Freemasonry  ensure  him  an  abiding  remembrance 
in  the  hearts  of  all  who  love  the  Institution. 
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WILLIAM  WILKINSON. 

William  Wilkinson  followed  Webb  in  the  office  of  Grand 
Master,  and  was  a  worthy  successor  of  that  distinguished 
Craftsman.  Both  names  appear  in  frequent  and  close  relation 
in  the  records  of  Freemasonry  and  Templary  in  Rhode  Island. 
Both  of  these  illustrious  brethren  rendered  essential  service  to 
the  several  organizations  with  which  they  were  connected. 

William  Wilkinson  was  born  in  Thompson,  Conn.,  in  1760. 
His  parents,  who  were  Rhode  Island  people,  came  back  to  this 
State  to  reside  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  thirteen 
years  of  age.  He  was  a  studious  lad,  of  more  than  usual  ac- 
quirements, as  may  be  inferred  by  the  fact  that  he  entered  the 
Freshman  Class  of  the  Rhode  Island  College,  now  Brown  Uni- 
versity, when  he  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age.  This  was  in 
1774.  The  War  of  the  Revolution  soon  broke  out,  however, 
and  the  College  work  was  for  a  time  abandoned.  On  Saturday, 
Dec.  6,  1776,  the  British  Commander,  Sir  Peter  Parker,  with 
seventy  sail  of  men-of-war,  anchored  his  fleet  in  the  harbor  of 
Newport,  R.  I.,  and  took  possession  of  the  place.  Providence 
was  at  once  in  confusion.  Troops  were  massed  throughout  the 
town,  martial  law  was  proclaimed,  College  studies  were  sus- 
pended, and  the  students  were  dismissed  to  their  respective 
homes.  From  this  date  until  May  27,  1782,  the  College  was 
closed,  and  the  beautiful  edifice,  now  called  University  Hall, 
which  had  been  erected  only  six  years  previous,  was  occupied 
for  barracks,  and  afterwards  for  a  hospital,  by  the  American 
and  French  forces.  The  first  Commencement  after  the  close  of 
the  war,  was  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  September,  1783. 
No  record  has  been  preserved  of  the  order  of  exercises  on  that 
occasion.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  graduating 
class  delivered  orations  and  received  their  well  won  and  long- 
deferred  diplomas.  William  Wilkinson  was  one  of  the  young 
men  thus  honored. 

Immediately  following  his  leaving  of  College  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  take  charge  of  the  Grammar  School,  established  by 
President  Manning  in  1764,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  College,  and 
which  came,  under  Mr.  Wilkinson's  charge,  to  be  an  exceedingly 
important  adjunct  to  the  mother  institution.    He  was  principal 
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of  the  school  for  eleven  years,  during  which  time  he  prepared 
a  large  number  of  young  men  for  a  collegiate  course  or  for  the 
active  pursuits  of  business.  "Among  his  pupils,"  says  Dr. 
Guild,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  many  facts  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  paper,  "  may  be  mentioned  the  names  of  Hon. 
Samuel  Eddy,  LL.D.,  Secretary  of  State  and  Judge  of  Supreme 
Court,  Hon.  James  Burrill,  LL.D.,  United  States  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island,  Hon.  James  Fenner,  LL.D.,  United  States  Sena- 
tor, and  Governor  of  the  State,  and  His  Honor  Samuel  W. 
Bridgham,  first  Mayor  of  Providence." 

For  a  part  of  the  time,  while  thus  occupied  in  teaching,  Wil- 
kinson fulfilled  the  duties  of  Librarian  of  the  College.  During 
the  administration  of  Washington  he  was  appointed  Postmaster, 
and  like  most  of  Washington's  appointees  was  removed  from 
office  by  his  successor  Thomas  Jefferson.  About  this  time  he 
opened  the  first  book  store  in  Providence,  in  an  old  building  at 
the  corner  of  what  is  now  Market  Square  and  Canal  street. 
This  store  he  retained,  in  connection  with  John  Carter,  a  prom- 
inent printer  of  his  time,  until  the  year  1817.  Together  they 
carried  on  the  business  of  book  binding,  book  selling  and  print- 
ing. Much  of  their  stock  was  lost  during  the  great  gale  of 
September,  18 15. 

Mr.  Wilkinson,  while  Librarian,  occupied  rooms,  with  his  fam- 
ily, in  the  College.  Here  two  of  his  children  were  born.  At  a 
much  later  period,  he  built  a  brick  house  on  George  street, 
where  he  resided  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1852.  His  devo- 
tion to  Brown  University  was  stedfast,  being  manifested  on 
every  possible  occasion.  He  never  failed  to  be  present  on 
Commencement  days,  and  was  a  well  known  and  conspicuous 
figure  in  the  College  procession  that  marched  every  year  into 
the  First  Baptist  Church. 

In  public  affairs  he  was  influential.  He  represented  Provi- 
dence in  the  General  Assembly  from  1813  to  181 8.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Town  Council  in  1824.  He  was  active  and 
helpful  in  promoting  many  enterprises  of  associated  interest, 
and  thus  maintained  the  reputation  of  worthy  citizenship  which 
he  early  acquired. 

His  Masonic  career  shows  both  zeal  and  ability.  He  was  a 
very  earnest  promoter  of  the  interests  of  the  Craft,  and  never 
wavered  in  his  support  of  the  Institution.    He  was  made  a  mem- 
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ber  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Providence,  on  the  29th  of  August, 
1792.  In  the  years  1806  and  1807  he  served  as  Worshipful 
Master,  and  again  in  1813.  He  was  elected  Grand  Master  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  1815,  and  again  in  1816,  succeeding  Thomas 
Smith  Webb,  who  had  removed  from  Providence  to  Boston.  He 
was  also  Grand  Treasurer  five  years.  He  was  an  active  and 
influential  member  of  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and 
contributed  not  a  little  to  its  early  prosperity.  He  was  elected 
Grand  King  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  181 1,  re-elected  the  two 
years  next  following,  served  as  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  dur- 
ing the  years  18 14- 17,  and  was  then  elected  Grand  High  Priest, 
being  continued  in  that  office  for  the  next  four  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  received  members  of  St.  John's  Encampment 
(now  Commandery)  in  Providence,  and  was  the  Recorder  of 
that  body  in  1802-3.  He  also  held  the  offices  of  Senior  War- 
den, Captain  General,  and  Generalissimo,  in  St.  John's,  but  was 
not  elected  Master,  or  Commander,  as  the  present  nomenclature 
designates  the  first  officer.  He  was  proficient  in  the  Templar 
work  and  devoted  to  the  Order,  and  was  called  to  important 
positions  in  the  Grand  Body.  He  was  called  to  succeed  his 
friend  and  long  time  associate  Webb  in  the  office  of  Grand  Mas- 
ter (Grand  Commander)  of  the  Grand  Templar  organization  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  He  served  in  this  official 
position,  with  conspicuous  diligence  and  success,  during  the 
years  181 8- 19. 

William  Wilkinson  was  an  accomplished  scholar,  as  well  as 
Freemason.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  possessed 
of  an  innate  courtesy  expressed  in  dignified  and  polite  manners. 

He  was  an  agreeable  companion  and  a  welcome  presence  in 
social  gatherings,  Masonic  and  otherwise.  He  had  a  retentive 
memory,  and  thus  was  able  to  attain  that  mastery  of  the  com- 
plete ritual  of  degrees  and  orders  which  made  him  a  recognized 
authority  only  second  to  Webb  himself. 

In  his  religious  belief  he  was  a  Congregationalist,  attending 
in  succession  upon  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hitchcock,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Edes,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Hall.  He  died  on  the  16th  of 
May,  1852,  in  the  92d  year  of  his  age,  having  retained  until  the 
last  his  mental  faculties. 

He  was  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife,  Chloe  Learned,  of 
Killinglv,  Connecticut,  he  had  six  children,  two  sons  and  four 
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daughters.  By  his  second  wife,  Marcy  Wilkinson,  of  Paw- 
tucket,  he  had  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 

William  Wilkinson  deservedly  holds  rank  among  the  foremost 
Craftsmen  of  our  jurisdiction.  We  can  recall  with  much  satis- 
faction the  record  of  his  moral  worth  and  his  Masonic  virtues. 
His  memory  deserves  to  be  cherished  by  reason  of  what  he  was 
in  character  and  the  services  he  rendered  during  his  long  and 
useful  life. 
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JOHN  CARL1LE. 

Whoever  turns  the  pages  of  the  Masonic  annals  of  Rhode 
Island,  as  they  present  a  record  of  influential  Craftsmen  and 
important  events  belonging  to  the  first  quarter  of  the  present 
century,  will  frequently  note  the  name  of  John  Carlile,  who  was 
an  intimate  friend  and  trusted  associate  of  Thomas  Smith  Webb, 
and  a  prominent  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge  in  Providence. 

The  Carlile  family  came  from  Wales  in  the  early  part  of 
the  seventeenth  century  and  settled  in  Boston.  John  Carlile, 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  married  a  daughter  of  Paul 
Revere.  John  Carlile,  2d,  as  he  was  often  designated,  this 
being  the  form  in  which  his  name  frequently  appears  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  records,  was  born  in  Boston  in  the  year  1762. 
He  died  in  Providence,  July  17,  1832.  His  mortal  remains  rest 
in  the  church  yard  of  St.  John's  Church,  Providence,  and  the 
tombstone  there  placed  bears  the  following  inscription  :  44  Col. 
John  Carlile,  died  July  17,  1832,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age." 

The  present  writer  has  been  unable  to  gather  desired  material 
for  a  satisfactory  account  of  this  man  who,  it  is  evident,  was  an 
influential  citizen  of  Providence  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century  and  the  early  part  of  the  present  century. 
Sufficient  information  has  been  obtained  to  justify  the  state- 
ment that  he  was  an  enterprising  and  upright  man,  possessed 
in  large  degree  of  the  qualities  which  are  calculated  to  com- 
mand respect  and  inspire  confidence.  In  44  Staples'  Annals" 
are  several  references  to  him  as  serving  on  important  Commit- 
tees appointed  by  the  Town  Council  of  Providence,  showing 
that  he  was  interested  and  influential  in  public  affairs.  He 
helped  organize  the  public  schools  of  Providence  and  was  a 
promoter  of  measures  looking  to  a  higher  range  and  improved 
methods  of  education.  He  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business 
at  113  South  Main  St.,  Providence,  and  his  residence,  for  a  con- 
siderable term  of  years,  was  at  16  George  St. 

In  the  Masonic  Fraternity  John  Carlile  held  foremost  place. 
His  services  in  the  several  departments  of  Freemasonry  were 
of  a  conspicuous  character.  He  was  a  wise  and  able  counsellor, 
well  versed  in  the  history  and  principles  of  the  Institution,  and 
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ever  ready  to  promote  its  interests.  He  was  a  stedfast  sup- 
porter of  Webb  in  matters  connected  with  ritual  and  ceremonial 
procedure.  He  served  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island- 
as  Senior  Grand  Warden,  in  1815,  as  Deputy  Grand  Master  in 
1816,  and  was  elected  Grand  Master  in  June,  1817.  He  held 
this  highest  office  until  1824,  and  administered  its  duties  in  a 
manner  generally  satisfactory  to  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Frater- 
nity of  the  jurisdiction. 

An  excellent  portrait  of  this  honored  Craftsman  was  pre- 
sented to  St.  John's  Lodge,  Providence,  by  his  son.  This  por- 
trait was  painted  by  Gilbert  Stuart,  the  celebrated  American 
portrait  painter,  who  resided  in  Boston  from  1805  until  the  time 
of  his  death.  1828,  and  who  is  also  supposed  to  have  painted 
the  portrait  of  Webb.  Both  portraits,  it  may  be  observed,  are 
now  placed  in  Freemasons'  Hall,  Providence. 
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RICHARD  ANTHONY. 

Richard  Anthony  was  a  native  of  Providence,  where  he  re- 
sided  for  a  good  number  of  years.  He  was  born  April  19,  1767. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Coventry,  R.  I.,  and  was  associated  with  an  older 
brother,  William  Anthony,  the  father  of  Hon.  H.  B.  Anthony, 
in  manufacturing  pursuits. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  made  a  Mason  in  Mt.  Vernon 
Lodge,  Providence,  in  1802.  His  name  appears  subscribed  to 
the  By-Laws  of  that  Lodge  under  date  of  March  22  of  that 
year.  He  became  greatly  interested  in  Freemasonry,  and  was 
the  moving  spirit  in  the  establishment  of  Manchester  Lodge, 
No.  12,  now  located  in  the  village  of  Anthony.  A  petition  for 
such  new  Lodge  was  presented  to  Grand  Lodge,  by  Masons 
residing  in  the  town  of  Coventry  at  the  Quarterly  Communica- 
tion held  Nov.  28,  1808,  and  was  approved.  At  the  meeting 
of  Grand  Lodge,  June  26,  1809,  the  following  action  was  taken: 

Resolved,  That  the  Dispensation  Granted  for  holding  a  Lodge  at  Coventry 
by  the  name  of  Manchester  Lodge,  be  extended  for  one  year  from  this  date,  and 
thai  Richard  Anthony,  Joseph  Rice  and  William  Anthony  be  continued  as  the 
first  three  officers  for  the  same  time. 

The  two  brothers  Anthony  were  leaders  in  the  movement  for 
the  organizing  of  the  new  Lodge.  Richard  was  the  first  Mas- 
ter, being  succeeded  in  that  office  by  his  elder  brother  William. 
As  already  stated  they  were  associated  in  business  interests. 
Richard  was  the  superintendent  or  manager  of  the  Anthony  Mill 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  the  fall  of  181 7  he  removed  to  Grey- 
stone,  adjoining  Providence,  where  he  built  the  Greystone  Mill, 
and  where  he  continued  to  reside  during  the  remainder  of  his 
mortal  life.  He  died  March  28,  1840,  and  his  body  was  buried 
in  the  family  cemetery  at  that  place. 

Richard  Anthony  appeared  in  Grand  Lodge  at  the  time  of 
the  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  establishing  of  Manchester 
Lodge,  and  from  that  period  forward,  for  a  considerable  number 
of  years,  he  was  conspicuous  in  the  conduct  of  its  affairs.  He 
was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden  in  1815  ;  Senior  Grand  War- 
den in  1816  ;  and  was  made  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  1817, 
holding  this  last  named  office  for  six  years.  He  was  elected 
Grand  Master  in  1825,  and  re-elected  in  1826.  His  adminis- 
tration was  characterized  by  equal  intelligence  and  zeal. 
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PETER  GRIN  NELL. 

Peter  Grinnell,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Providence,  was 
born  in  the  year  1764.  Of  his  early  life  but  little  information 
is  available  for  the  purposes  of  this  paper.  His  boyhood  was* 
passed  while  the  stirring  events  of  the  Revolutionary  epoch 
were  taking  place.  He  was  favored  with  a  pleasant  home  and 
many  of  the  helps  to  a  virtuous  and  well  ordered  life. 

He  learned  the  trade  of  a  painter,  and  was  engaged  for  a 
number  of  years  in  carrying  on  the  painting  business,  in  Provi- 
dence, under  the  firm  name  of  Grinnell  &  Taylor.  Afterwards 
the  business  was  mainly  confined  to  dealing  in  hardware,  paints 
and  oils.  At  a  still  later  period  the  firm  was  changed  to  Peter 
Grinnell  &  Son,  and  under  this  name  the  business  continued  by 
the  sons  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  until  a  comparatively 
recent  date. 

Peter  Grinnell  may  be  regarded  as  a  rich  man  for  the  times 
when  he  lived.  He  built  a  substantial  residence,  the  second 
house  west  of  the  Arcade,  on  Westminster  street,  in  Providence, 
about  the  year  1798,  and  was  accustomed  to  exercise  a  gracious 
hospitality  in  his  spacious  and  pleasant  home.  He  maintained 
a  leading  social  position  in  the  town  of  Providence.  He  was  a 
thoroughly  good  man,  exemplary  in  his  conduct,  large  hearted, 
fair  minded,  and  just  in  all  his  dealings. 

He  entered  the  Masonic  Fraternity  soon  after  attaining  his 
majority,  joining  St.  John's  Lodge  in  Providence,  from  which 
he  dimitted  to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge, 
Providence,  Chartered  June  24,  1799.  He  was  one  of  the 
twelve  founders  of  that  body.  He  was  Wor.  Master  of  the 
Lodge  for  two  years — 1812-13 — and  for  many  years  was  active 
and  helpful  in  promoting  its  interests.  The  records  of  Mt.  Ver- 
non Lodge  show  that  he  was  frequently  appointed  to  serve  on 
important  Committees,  and  that  for  a  long  time  he  acted  as  one 
of  the  auditors  to  pass  upon  the  annual  accounts  presented  by 
the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Lodge. 

Peter  Grinnell  made  his  influence  felt  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  jurisdiction,  with  whose  activities  he  became  connected 
when  he  was  somewhat  advanced  in  years.  He  was  elected 
Junior  Grand  Warden   in   1821,  and  held  that  office  for  two 
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years  ;  he  was  elected  Senior  Grand  Warden  in  1823,  serving  as 
such  for  two  years.  He  was  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  1825-6, 
and  was  elected  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island  in 
June,  1827.  He  held  the  highest  office  for  two  years,  during 
which  he  displayed  such  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  as  gave 
him  increased  favor  with  his  Masonic  brethren. 

He  died  September  13,  1836,  having  rounded  out  an  active 
and  useful  life  of  more  than  three  score  and  ten  years.  He 
left  a  good  name  and  a  good  record.  He  is  entitled  to  grate- 
ful and  honored  remembrance  by  Rhode  Island  Craftsmen,  be- 
cause of  what  he  was  in  character  and  life,  and  for  his  stedfast 
efforts  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  Masonic  Institution. 
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BARNEY  MERRY. 

Barney  Merry,  son  of  Samuel  and  Abby  Merry,  was  born 
in  Scituate,  R.  I.,  in  the  year  1773.  His  early  life  was  one  of 
considerable  hardship,  and  by  reason  of  circumstances  and  lim- 
itations beyond  his  control  he  was  deprived  of  educational 
advantages,  being  obliged  to  accept  the  conditions  of  daily  toil 
while  he  was  yet  a  youth.  When  but  nine  years  of  age  he  was 
put  out  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  ;  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
he  left  this  service  on  land  and  went  to  sea.  During  his  sea- 
faring life,  which  continued  for  a  number  of  years,  he  crossed 
the  ocean  several  times  and  gained  a  wide  and  useful  experience. 

In  1805  the  subject  of  this  sketch  became  associated  with  his 
brother  in  the  dyeing  and  bleaching  business,  and  a  few  years 
later  succeeded  to  the  entire  charge  of  the  same.  He  applied 
himself  earnestly  and  successfully  to  the  conducting  of  this 
business,  having  in  the  later  years  of  his  life  the  assistance  of 
his  son  Samuel,  who  succeeded  to  the  management  on  the  death 
of  his  father,  in  1847.  Later  on.  Mr.  Robert  D.  Mason,  a  grand- 
son, took  the  business  which  is  still  carried  on  as  at  the  first  in 
the  rear  of  East  avenue,  Pawtucket. 

Barney  Merry  was  made  a  Mason  in  Union  Lodge,  Paw- 
tucket, Oct.  31,  1808.  He  served  the  Lodge  in  various  impor- 
tant offices,  and  as  Wor.  Master  in  181 7-18  and  19.  In  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  he  was  given  official  place  very  . 
soon  after  acquiring  membership  in  the  body.  He  was  elected 
Junior  Grand  Warden  in  1823,  and  served  as  such  two  years, 
and  then  was  advanced  to  the  office  of  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
After  two  years'  service  in  the  last  named  office  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  Deputy  Grand  Master  ;  two  years  later 
he  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  the  year  following  re-elected. 
He  was  again  chosen  to  take  the  highest  office  in  1840,  just  as 
the  Anti-Masonic  storm  was  dying  away,  and  again  served  two 
years — 1840-41. 

During  the  period  of  fierce  excitement  which  broke  out  dur- 
ing his  first  term  as  Grand  Master,  lasting  almost  to  the  time 
when  he  was  called  again,  in  1840,  to  preside  in  Grand  Lodge, 
he  bore  himself  confidently  in  the  maintenance  of  his  Masonic 
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profession.  He  was  a  man  of  resolute  faith  and  purpose  and 
he  never  turned  his  back  on  the  Institution  which  at  one  time 
was  so  much  hated  and  condemned.  One  of  the  Lodges  in 
Rhode  Island  perpetuates  his  name.  Barney  Merry  Lodge,  No. 
29,  Pawtucket,  organized  in  1872,  is  a  special  reminder  to  Ma- 
sons and  others,  of  the  eminent  Craftsman  who  all  so  faithfully 
discharged  the  duties  that  devolved  upon  him  at  a  time  when 
Freemasonry  was  meeting  a  bitter  and  most  unreasonable  oppo- 
sition. 
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JOSEPH  S.  COOKE. 

Nicholas  Cooke,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch, 
was  a  successful  shipmaster  and  business  man,  who  succeeded 
Joseph  Wanton  as  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  in  1775.  His 
energy  and  abilities,  united  to  a  patriotic  spirit,  fitted  him  to 
render  special  and  valuable  services  at  a  critical  period  in  Amer- 
ican history.  He  was  the  father  of  twelve  children.  His  ninth 
child,  Jesse,  was  the  father  of  Joseph  S.  Cooke,  who  was  born 
in  Providence  in  1784.    He  died  October  14,  1841. 

Joseph  S.  Cooke  was  a  well  informed  man,  interested  in  the 
public  welfare,  and  disposed  to  discharge  his  full  duty  'n  any 
and  every  enterprise  to  which  he  applied  himself.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  trade  during  most  of  the  years  of  his  adult  life. 

In  Freemasonry  he  was  specially  conspicuous  and  was  a  leader 
during  the  dark  days  when  the  institution  was  most  pitilessly 
assailed.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  Provi- 
dence, the  date  of  his  acquiring  membership  being  Feb.  11,  18 13. 
He  was  Wor.  Master  of  the  Lodge  during  the  years  1818-19. 
He  made  his  presence  and  influence  felt  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
and  received  official  distinction  at  the  hands  of  his  brethren 
belonging  to  that  body.  He  served  as  Junior  Grand  Warden 
in  1828;  as  Senior  Grand  Warden  in  1829-30;  was  elected 
Grand  Master  in  1831,  and  again  in  1833-34  and  35 — thus  serv- 
ing in  the  highest  office  four  years.  It  was  a  "  thankless  task," 
seemingly,  to  hold  the  office  of  Grand  Master  and  administer 
Masonic  affairs  at  such  an  epoch  ;  but  he  accepted  the  trust  and 
did  the  best  that  was  possible  under  the  adverse  conditions. 

While  he  was  holding  the  office  of  Grand  Master  he  responded 
to  a  summons  of  the  Legislative  Committee  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate charges  brought  against  Freemasons  and  Freemasonry, 
and  gave  clear,  straight-forward  testimony  in  relation  to  the 
subjects  brought  to  his  notice.  He  declared,  as  many  other 
members  of  the  Fraternity  had  testified  during  the  memorable 
hearing,  that  expulsion  was  the  highest  penalty  which  any  Ma- 
sonic body  sought  to  inflict. 

Joseph  S.  Cooke  was  married  Sept.  21,  1807,  to  Mary  Welch. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  them,  among  whom  were  Rev. 
James  W.  Cooke,  Joseph  J.  Cooke,  George  Lewis  Cooke,  Albert 
R.  Cooke,  and  Dr.  Nicholas  Francis  Cooke. 
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STEPHEN  A.  ROBINSON. 

Stephen  Ayrault  Robinson,  born  in  1799,  was  the  son  of 
William  C.  Robinson,  who  traced  his  descent  from  Rowland 
Robinson,  who  settled  in  Narragansett  in  the  early  history  of 
the  Colony.  His  mother  was  daughter  of  Edward  and  Francis 
(Ayrault)  Wanton.  Stephen  Robinson,  when  a  boy,  went  to  sea, 
but  later  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  mercantile  pursuits  in 
Newport,  R.  I.,  but  without  much  success.  Later  he  retired  to 
Narragansett  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  farm- 
ing. In  1822  he  married  Sarah  R.  Potter,  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
N.  Potter.  He  died  at  Wakefield,  R.  I.,  April  8,  1877,  aged  78 
years.  From  1832  to  1837  he  was  in  command  of  the  Newport 
Artillery  Company. 

He  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  Newport, 
July  8,  1820,  having  received  the  preceding  degrees  two  days 
earlier.  He  was  elected  Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Newport, 
December  27,  1827,  and  served  in  that  office  for  seven  years. 
In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  he  held  various  offices. 
He  was  Junior  Grand  Warden  in  1829  and  1830  ;  Deputy  Grand 
Master  in  183 1,  and  Grand  Master  in  1832,  serving  one  year  in 
the  last  named  office. 

His  funeral  took  place  at  Wakefield,  April  12,  1877,  and  was 
attended  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  an  Emergent  Communication 
having  been  called  for  the  purpose  of  paying  Masonic  honors 
to  the  deceased.  R.  W.  Bro.  Thomas  Vincent,  Grand  Senior 
Warden,  presided,  and  conducted  the  Masonic  burial  service  at 
the  grave. 
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JOSHUA  B.  RATHBUN. 

The  above  named  Craftsman  was  born  in  North  Kingstown, 
R.  I.,  about  the  beginning  of  the  present  century.  He  resided 
for  many  years  in  Wickford,  R.  I.,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
held  rank  as  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  5,  of  which 
at  one  time  he  was  Worshipful  Master. 

The  material  is  not  at  hand  for  an  extended  sketch  of  his 
career,  Masonic  or  otherwise.  The  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island  show  that  he  held  various  important  offices  in 
that  body,  and  that  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Grand  Master 
in  1836.    He  served  as  Grand  Master  but  one  term. 

Evidently  he  was  a  man  of  ability,  and  well  informed  respect- 
ing matters  of  Masonic  procedure.  The  writer  has  before  him 
a  printed  address  which  was  delivered  by  Bro.  Rathbun  while 
he  was  holding  the  office  of  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  1835.  It 
was  given  on  St.  John's  day,  June  24,  1835,  in  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church,  Providence.  The  discourse,  delivered  at  a 
time  when  the  tempest  of  persecution  was  raging  against  Free- 
masonry, contains  many  suggestive  paragraphs — among  them 
the  following  : 

"lam  well  aware  that  I  am  confronted  by  the  testimony  of  many  men  who 
stand  high  in  society,  some  of  whom  have  passed  through  the  forms  and  ceremo- 
nies connected  with  this  institution.  All  I  can  say  of  them  is  that  if  their  Ma- 
sonry was  what  they  pretend  it  is  they  did  well  to  renounce  it.  They  must  in 
their  own  imaginations  have  created  their  monster  of  iniquity,  and  inasmuch  as 
it  was  a  child  of  their  own  creation  they  had  an  undoubted  right  to  destroy  it. 
They  have  told  us  that  at  the  commencement  they  were  hoodwinked,  and  so  I 
fear  they  will  ever  remain  to  all  the  real  beauties  and  glories  of  Masonry  as  it  is. 
They  have  gone  out  from  among  us,  and  the  manifest  and  simple  reason  is  they 
were  not  of  us." 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  passed  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  orator  for  his  excellent  and  appropriate  discourse,  and 
arranged  for  its  publication  in  pamphlet  form. 
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CALEB  EARLE. 

Caleb  Earle,  the  seventeenth  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
Rhode  Island,  was  Massachusetts  born,  from  which  State  he 
came  to  Rhode  Island  when  he  was  a  lad.  The  date  of  his 
birth  is  February  25,  1771— of  his  death  July  13,  185 1.  He 
iearned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  but  became  interested  in  the 
lumber  business  in  Providence,  and  was  quite  successful.  He 
was  also  interested  in  navigation,  being  an  owner  in  several  ves- 
sels. He  had  a  liking  for  military  associations  and  was  for  sev- 
eral years  at  the  head  of  a  company  designated  "  The  Volun- 
teers." Public  affairs  received  his  attention  in  a  considerable 
degree.  In  politics  he  was  identified  with  the  Republicans  as 
then  opposed  to  the  Federals.  He  represented  Providence  in 
the  General  Assembly  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  elected 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Rhode  Island  in  1821-22-23  a°d  24. 
In  1824  and  again  in  1828,  he  was  honored  by  being  chosen  as 
one  of  the  Presidential  Electors. 

In  business  matters  he  held  and  discharged  important  trusts. 
He  was  a  director  in  several  financial  associations,  and  his  busi- 
ness sagacity  was  generally  recognized.  He  secured  and  always 
retained  the  confidence  of  those  with  whom  he  had  transac- 
tions, making  a  clear  presentation  as  he  always  did  of  the  qual- 
ities of  an  upright  and  sterling  manhood.  .  His  wife  was  Amey 
Arnold.  In  his  domestic  relations  he  was  ever  kind-hearted, 
sincere  and  affectionate. 

Governor  Earle  was  prominent,  deservedly  so,  in  the  Masonic 
Fraternity.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  Provi- 
dence, with  whose  interests  he  was  identified  for  a  long  term  of 
years.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  in  1837,  took  him 
from  the  floor  and  elected  him  to  the  highest  office.  He  served 
as  Grand  Master  during  the  years  1837-38  and  39.  He  was 
spared  to  a  green  old  age — more  than  fourscore  years — and 
then  passed  on,  leaving  behind  him  a  bright  and  honorable 
record. 
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MOSES  RICHARDSON. 

This  brother's  name  is  a  "  household  word  "  among  Rhode 
Island  Craftsmen.  He  was  one  of  the  working  members  in  St. 
John's  Lodge,  Providence,  and  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island,  for  a  long  term  of  years.  In  the  dark  and  trying  days 
of  Anti-Masonry  his  courage  never  failed  and  his  zeal  for  the 
Fraternity  was  unabated.  He  was  the  custodian  and  preserver 
of  the  charter  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Providence,  thus  drawing 
to  himself,  specially,  the  grateful  feeling  of  many  brethren. 

That  Moses  Richardson  was  a  Craftsman  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary Masonic  information  and  zeal  is  attested  by  the  testimony 
he  gave  before  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Rhode  Island  in  1832,  to  investigate  charges  against 
Freemasonry  and  Masons.  In  that  testimony  Bro.  Richardson 
declared  that  he  had  been  a  Mason  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
having  taken  the  first  three  degrees  in  Bristol  Lodge,  Mass., 
about  the  beginning  of  the  century,  the  Capitular  degrees  in 
Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  1802,  the  Orders  conferred 
in  St.  John's  Encampment,  Providence,  in  1807,  "and  ten  or 
fifteen  degrees,  called  the  ineffable  degrees,  from  time  to  time 
since  that  period."  In  his  further  evidence  he  enumerated  im- 
portant official  positions  which  he  had  held,  having  been  secre- 
tary, treasurer,  and  presiding  officer  of  many  of  the  bodies  with 
which  he  was  connected.  Out  of  his  intimate  acquaintance 
with  Masonic  principles  and  procedure,  and  his  active  member- 
ship in  the  various  departments  of  the  Masonic  Institution  ex- 
tending over  a  period  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  he 
gave  clear  and  straight-forward  testimony  which  carried  convic- 
tion to  many  minds.  Some  of  his  answers  to  questions  asked 
by  the  accusers  of  Freemasonry  were  certainly  to  the  point  ;  for 
example  : 

Question.  "  Have  you  ever  known  or  heard  that  the  penalties  attached  to  the 
Masonic  obligations  in  the  highest  degrees  were  inflicted  on  delinquent  Masons  ?" 

Answer.  "It  is  an  impertinent  question.  1  never  knew  of  anv  other  penal- 
ties being  inflicted  than  that  contained  in  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  By-Laws  of 
St.  John's  Lodge  :  and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  one  who  knows  of  any 
other  ;  and  that  is  expulsion." 
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Question,  "Would  not  Masons  who  were  concerned  in  the  abduction  and 
murder  of  \Ym.  Morgan  of  New  York,  and  who  have  not  been  expelled  from 
the  Masonic  institution  be  received  into  full  communion  by  the  Masonic  lxKlges 
of  this  State?" 

Answer.  "  I  think  it  a  very  extraordinary  question.  If  we  knew  them  to  be 
murderers  of  Wm.  Morgan,  or  any  one  else,  instead  of  receiving  them  into  com- 
munion we  would  seize  them  and  carry  them  to  the  proper  place  for  a  trial— I 
would,  and  I  presume  all  good  Masons  would." 

It  was  every  way  natural  and  fitting  that  so  intelligent  and 
devoted  a  Craftsman  as  Moses  Richardson  should  be  called  to 
the  highest  place  of  dignity  and  honor. 

Thus  in  1842,  when  he  was  well  advanced  in  years,  and  when 
the  revival  of  Masonic  prosperity  was  apparent,  he  was  elected 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island.  He  held  the  office 
by  repeated  election  for  three  years  and  gave  a  faithful  and  able 
discharge  to  all  the  duties  thus  devolved  upon  him. 

He  died  at  his  home  in  Providence,  August  11,  1859.  The 
Grand  Lodge  was  convened  four  days  later  to  pay  deserved 
honors  to  his  worth.  Grand  Master  Jervis  J.  Smith  presided 
and  conducted  the  burial  service  at  the  grave.  Funeral  ser- 
vices were  held  at  the  First  Congregational  Church,  Providence, 
and  an  address  was  delivered  by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  Rev. 
Augustus  Woodbury,  in  which  a  glowing  tribute  was  paid  to  the 
social  virtues  and  Christian  probity  of  the  departed  brother. 

This  sketch  may  well  end  with  a  citation  from  the  record  of 
Grand  Lodge  : 

"  The  whole  funeral  scene  was  exceedingly  impressive,  not  only  from  the  sol- 
emn ceremonies  of  our  Order,  but  from  the  fact  that  those  honors  paid  to  the 
dead  were  not  the  empty  show  which  often  follows  the  bier  of  a  public  man,  but 
an  honest  tribute  of  love  and  respect  to  this  venerable  brother,  who  hail  stood  lor 
more  than  sixty  years,  a  faithful  watchman  upon  the  watch-tower  of  our  Ma- 
sonic citadel,  one  of  the  firmest  of  the  firm  in  the  darkest  hour  of  our  severest 
trial." 
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The  brother  whose  name  appears  in  the  above  heading  was 
born  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  June  13,  1770,  and  died  in  Warren,  R.  I., 
August  20,  1856.  He  was  the  son  of  Peleg  and  Phoebe  (Mason) 
Peck,  being  the  tenth  child,  and  having  eighteen  brothers  and 
sisters.  He  was  descended  in  the  sixth  generation  from  Joseph 
Peck,  who  settled  in  Hingham,  Mass.,  in  1638. 

Seth  Peck  came  to  Warren  in  early  life,  and  became  identi- 
fied with  its  interests  in  almost  every  important  relation.  He 
had  a  relish  for  military  and  public  affairs.  He  held  a  Colonel's 
commission  in  the  State  militia.  He  was  President  of  the  Town 
Council  for  a  number  of  years.  He  filled  many  offices  of  pub- 
lic trust  and  responsibility,  and  always  to  the  acceptance  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  He  was  extremely  popular  among  all  classes  of 
people.    He  was  three  times  married. 

Col.  Peck  was  a  staunch  Mason.  He  contributed  freely  of 
his  time  and  his  means  in  support  of  the  Masonic  Institution. 
He  was  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  Warren,  having  been 
initiated  into  that  body  June  7.  1798 — raised  Nov.  22,  1798. 

He  was  elected  W  or.  Master  of  the  Lodge,  December  25,  1806, 
and  was  re-elected  year  after  year  until  1820.  He  was  a  char- 
ter member  of  Temple  Chapter  over  which  he  presided  from 
1814  to  1823.  He  was  also  a  Knight  Templar.  In  the  Grand 
Lodge  he  was  Deputy  Grand  Master  under  Moses  Richardson, 
in  1844,  whom  he  succeeded  in  the  highest  office  the  year  next 
following.    He  served  in  the  office  of  Grand  Master  two  years. 

The  Grand  Lodge  attended  his  funeral  at  Warren,  August  22, 
1856,  the  emergent  communication  being  presided  over  by 
Grand  Master  Oliver  Johnson.  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Randall,  Past 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Massachusetts,  and  formerly  of 
Warren,  conducted  the  services  held  in  the  Episcopal  Church 
and  eulogized  the  deceased  for  his  Christian  character  and  his 
exemplary  and  useful  life  ;  also  for  his  fidelity  to  the  Masonic 
organization  with  which  he  had  been  connected  for  more  than 
fifty  years. 
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ALYIN  JENKS. 

This  worthy  and  honored  Craftsman  was  born  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  July  24,  1798.  He  died  in  January,  1856.  Of  his  early 
life  the  present  writer  has  but  scant  information.  Enough  is 
known,  however,  to  warrant  the  statement  that  he  was  a  lad  of 
much  promise  and  that  he  was  well  instructed  in  the  elements 
of  a  good  English  education.  He  was  trained  to  business  pur- 
suits, and,  in  1830,  entered  into  partnership  with  David  G.  Fales, 
for  the  manufacturing  of  cotton  machinery.  The  business  thus 
carried  on  under  the  name  of  Kales  and  Jenks  proved  very 
prosperous.  It  is  still  continued  by  the  descendants  of  the 
original  partners. 

13ro.  Jenks  sustained  an  excellent  reputation  in  the  commu- 
nity where  he  lived  and  where  he  was  best  known.  He  was  re- 
spected as  an  enterprising  and  public  spirited  citizen. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Union  Lodge,  Pawtucket,  soon  after 
attaining  his  majority.  He  was  Wor.  Master  of  that  Lodge  in 
1825-26,  and  again  in  1839-40.  He  held  several  offices  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  and  was  Grand  Master  in  1847. 
He  took  much  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry,  was  High  Priest 
of  Pawtucket  Chapter  for  several  years,  and  was  Grand  High 
Priest  in  1846.  He  was  one  of  the  Charter  members  of  Holy 
Sepulchre  Commandery,  and  served  as  Eminent  Commander  of 
that  organization  in  1852  and  53.  He  had  an  ardent  attach- 
ment for  Freemasonry  and  was  one  of  the  staunch  and  stedfast 
supporters  of  the  Fraternity. 

Jenks  Lodge,  No.  24,  Central  Falls,  organized  in  1866,  was 
named  for  the  brother  whom  this  sketch  describes  ;  and  thus, 
specially,  an  abiding  memorial  exists  to  perpetuate  his  name  and 
worth. 
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WILLIAM  FIELD. 

William  Field  was  a  power  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of 
Rhode  Island  during  his  day  and  generation.  Nor  was  his  influ- 
ence and  reputation  limited  to  the  jurisdiction  within  whose 
boundaries  he  resided.  By  his  attendance  upon  Masonic  meet- 
ings held  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  by  his  participation 
in  the  activities  of  General  Grand  Bodies,  and  by  his  extensive 
correspondence,  he  became  widely  and  favorably  known.  He 
was  a  representative  Craftsman  of  his  times. 

His  love  for  Freemasonry  was  strong,  while  his  understanding 
of  its  principles  and  purposes,  in  all  its  branches,  was  excelled 
by  but  few  of  his  contemporaries.  He  was  an  accomplished 
ritualist,  most  proficient  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  cere- 
monies of  the  different  degrees  and  orders.  He  devoted  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  his  time  to  a  mastery  of  Masonic  work 
and  lectures,  and  to  efforts  to  secure  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
most  intelligent  and  correct  system.  His  efforts  were  largely 
directed  to  the  securing  of  uniformity  in  the  expression  of  the 
lessons  of  each  and  every  section  of  Masonic  teaching. 

He  was  also  favored  by  qualities  and  powers  which  gave  him 
a  hold  on  men,  and  thus  was  of  right  a  leader.  He  had  admin- 
istrative talents  by  the  exercise  of  which  he  proved  his  fitness 
for  the  numerous  positions  of  Masonic  rule  and  guidance  to 
which  he  was  called.  He  was  conservative  in  most  respects, 
yet  he  was  not  infrequently  found  leading  an  advance  move- 
ment among  the  Craft. 

Bro.  Field  was  born  in  Pawtueket,  R.  L,  September  13,  1797. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Lucy  Field.  His  death  took  place 
December  27,  1S69. 

In  his  early  life  he  resided  at  Dover,  N.  H.  It  was  in  Staf- 
ford Lodge,  No.  29,  located  in  that  town,  that  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  initiated  into  Freemasonry,  July  15,  181 8,  some 
two  months  before  he  attained  his  majority.  He  was  made  a 
Master  Mason  in  the  same  Lodge,  August  12,  1818.  For  some 
cause  he  asked  and  received  44  honorable  dismissal"  from  the 
Lodge  on  May  5th  of  the  following  year.  He  was  admitted  a 
member  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  January  22, 
1834,  but  did  not  sign  the  By-Laws  until  June  19,  1839.  He 
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was  elected  Senior  Warden  of  the  Lodge  in  December  of  the 
same  year,  and  was  elected  Wor.  Master  Nov.  17,  1840,  and 
served  in  the  last  named  office  two  vears. 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  he  soon  became  prom- 
inent, holding  various  offices  and  serving  on  important  commit- 
tees. He  was  specially  helpful  in  the  reviving  of  Freemasonry 
in  Rhode  Island  and  adapting  the  system  to  some  changed  con- 
ditions. At  the  Quarterly  session  of  Grand  Lodge,  held  Sep- 
tember 27,-1841,  he  was  appointed  a  representative  of  the  Grand 
body  to  attend  a  convention  called  to  meet  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  code  of  work  and  instituting 
measures  for  the  establishment  of  a  National  Grand  Lodge. 

Bro.  Field  served  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  as  Junior 
Grand  Warden,  Senior  Grand  Warden,  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
and  in  1848  was  called  to  fill  the  highest  office.  He  served  as 
Grand  Master  from  1848  to  1852 — four  years.  His  administra- 
tion was  characterized  by  energy  and  ability,  and  the  brethren 
realized  that  in  him  they  had  a  leader  worthy  of  their  confidence. 

In  Capitular  Masonry  he  was  also  active  and  influential.  Ad- 
mitted to  membership  in  Pawtucket  Royal  Arch  Chapter  on  the 
2d  of  February,  1820,  he  soon  was  made  an  office  bearer  in  that 
body,  and,  after  passing  from  one  post  of  honorable  service  to 
another,  he  was  elected  High  Priest,  December  7,  183 1,  being 
continued  in  the  same  position  for  three  years.  In  the  Grand 
Chapter  he  was  elected  Grand  King  in  1832,  held  the  office  of 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  during  the  years  1833-34  and  35, 
was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  in  1844,  and  re-elected  in  1845. 

He  was  created  a  Knight  Templar  in  St.  John's  Commandery, 
No.  1,  Providence,  June  24,  1826.  After  filling  other  offices  in 
that  organization  he  was  chosen  Eminent  Commander,  serving 
in  that  capacity  two  years,  1845-46.  He  dimitted  from  St. 
John's  to  aid  in  the  formation  of  Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery, 
Pawtucket,  and  was  one  of  the  Charter  members  of  that  organ- 
ization. He  was  its  Eminent  Commander  in  1848-49-50  and  51, 
and  was  again  called  to  serve  in  the  same  office  in  1854-55  and 
56.  He  was  frequently  elected  to  honorable  positions  in  the 
Grand  Commandery  (  Encampment  )  of  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island,  and  in  i860,  was  chosen  to  fill  the  highest  place. 
He  served  as  Grand  Commander  during  the  years  1S60  and  1861. 

Bro.  Field  had  taken  the  degrees  of  Cryptic  Masonry  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


o  1  ( I 


HIOGRAVHICAL  SKETCHED. 


those  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  In  the  last  named  organization  he 
was  honored  by  being  advanced  to  the  thirty-third  and  highest 
degree. 

The  funeral  of  this  distinguished  Mason  and  Templar  was 
solemnized  at  Pawtucket,  Dec.  31,  1869,  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  Grand  Master 
Thomas  A.  Doyle,  presiding.  The  Grand  Commandery  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Rhode  Island  was  also  represented  by  Grand 
Commander  Benjamin  Dean  and  other  Grand  Officers.  Three 
Commanderies,  St.  John's,  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  Calvary,  ap- 
peared in  full  costume  to  perform  escort  duty.  The  large 
attendance  of  Templars,  Masons,  and  citizens,  testified  to  the 
high  estimation  in  which  the  departed  brother  was  deservedly 
held.  The  services  at  the  Church  of  the  Saviour  included  the 
burial  service  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  portion  of  the 
Templar  Ritual  appropriate  for  such  an  occasion.  The  inter- 
ment of  the  body  at  the  North  Burial  Ground  was  attended  by 
Masonic  ceremonies. 

Thus  passed  on  to  greater  light  and  to  the  rewards  of  the 
faithful,  a  brother  who  had  borne  the  heat  and  the  burden  of 
the  day  and  made  testimony  of  many  of  those  qualities  which 
properly  merit  distinctions.  He  was  proficient  in  ritualistic 
knowledge  ;  he  united  constancy  with  zeal,  and  consequently 
he  rendered  important  services  to  the  Masonic  Institution. 
Fortunate  is  the  organization  that  calls  to  its  support  men  of 
such  a  stamp,  men  who  are  gratefully  remembered  because  of 
their  wise  and  abundant  labors. 
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GEORGE  W.  MARSH. 

This  brother,  active  and  helpful  in  Masonic  affairs  for  a  con- 
siderable number  of  years,  was  born  in  Douglas,  Mass.,  near 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century.  His  ancestors  were  Mas- 
sachusetts people  of  good  repute.  In  boyhood  and  early  life 
he  resided  with  his  parents  at  Slatersville,  R.  I.,  where  he  went 
to  school  for  a  limited  period  and  also  worked  in  a  mill.  He 
was  of  studious  habits  and  exceedingly  fond  of  reading.  Thus 
he  acquired,  with  comparatively  little  help  from  schools,  a  fairly 
good  education,  and  became  himself  a  teacher,  taking  charge, 
successively,  of  several  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  early  home. 
Afterwards  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  and 
engaged  in  the  calendering  business.  At  a  still  later  period — 
between  1830  and  1840— he  engaged  in  manufacturing  pursuits, 
first  leasing  the  Huntsville  Mill  near  Pascoag,  and  a  few  years 
afterwards  building  the  Saxondale  Mill  not  far  distant.  He 
caused  a  good  road  to  be  built  between  the  two  places,  and 
midway,  at  Laurel  Hill,  gave  generous  aid  toward  the  erection 
of  a  Methodist  house  of  worship.  He  was  a  devoted  adherent 
of  the  Methodist  Church  and  died  in  the  communion  of  that 
faith. 

He  was  not  altogether  successful  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
manufacturing  interests  which,  at  one  time,  were  quite  impor- 
tant. His  financial  losses  were  occasioned,  for  the  most  part, 
by  his  trying  to  help  others.  He  was  a  man  of  cheerful  mien 
and  relished  the  hearing  or  telling  of  a  good  story.  Soon  after 
attaining  his  majority  he  married  Susan  Hall,  of  Woonsocket, 
who  survived  him  until  1865.  They  had  four  children,  three  of 
them  living  at  the  time  of  this  writing,  viz.:  Mrs.  Sayles  Wall- 
ing, of  Providence;  Edward  Marsh,  East  Somerville,  Mass.; 
A.  L).  Marsh,  Providence. 

Of  the  Masonic  career  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  but  little 
is  known  prior  to  his  appearance  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island.  That  he  was  an  active  and  influential  member  of  Friend- 
ship Lodge,  No.  7,  Chepachet,  is  evident.  As  Wor.  Master  of 
this  Lodge  he  is  reported  among  the  members  of  Grand  Lodge 
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present  at  the  annual  communication  in  1S44.  The  next  year 
his  abilities  were  recognized  by  his  election  to  the  office  of 
Junior  Grand  Warden.  He  held  this  office  for  two  years.  In 
1847  ne  was  honored  with  promotion  to  the  place  of  Senior 
Grand  Warden.  He  was  Deputy  Grand  Master  during  the  en- 
tire period  of  the  administration  of  the  office  of  Grand  Master 
by  William  Field  ;  and  in  1853,  Bro.  Marsh  was  advanced  to  the 
highest  position.  He  served  two  years.  He  was  exceedingly 
helpful  in  promoting  the  interests  of  Freemasonry  as  these 
were  then  requiring  the  sympathy  and  fostering  care  of  Grand 
Lodge.  He  was  devoted  to  the  Institution  and  believed  in  its 
abiding  strength.  By  his  earnest  words  and  generous  gifts  he 
rendered  important  help  to  the  cause  of  Freemasonry  at  a  time 
when,  just  emerging  from  the  shadows,  there  was  urgent  need 
of  helpful  advocates  and  practical  encouragement. 
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OLIVER  JOHNSON. 

This  brother  of  honored  memory  lived  a  long  and  useful  life 
on  the  earth,  being  gathered  to  the  fathers  in  the  fullness  of 
years.  His  character  was  one  of  strong  individuality.  He  was 
a  man  of  uprightness  all  through  and  through,  and  he  had  suffi- 
cient of  the  heroic  element  in  his  nature  to  enable  him  to  be 
true  to  his  convictions  in  the  face  of  opposition  and  trials.  In 
business  engagements,  in  public  stations,  in  Masonic  relations 
and  duties,  he  could  always  be  depended  on  as  one  who  would 
neither  present  or  follow  any  false  lights,  and  who  would  con- 
sistently act  in  obedience  to  the  highest  obligations  of  moral 
being.  It  is  pleasant  to  pen  a  memorial  of  such  a  man  and  trace 
his  helpful  connection  with  the  Masonic  Institution. 

Oliver  Johnson  was  born  in  East  Oreenwich,  R.  I.,  June  14, 
1799.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Providence,  May  20,  1892.  His 
Masonic  career  began  by  his  initiation  in  Manchester  Lodge, 
No.  12,  at  Coventry,  R.  I.,  June  6,  1823.  This  was  but  just  pre- 
ceding the  gathering  of  the  anti-Masonic  storm  which  a  little 
later  swept  over  the  country  all  so  fiercely  ;  and  the  young  ini- 
tiate was  soon  made  to  experience  the  frowns  and  opposition  of 
those  who  misinterpreted  the  character  and  purposes  of  Free- 
masonry, and  who  were  determined  to  force  him  to  leave  the 
institution.  He  was  summoned  on  two  occasions  before  the 
Baptist  Church  in  which  he  held  membership,  and  to  whose 
principles  and  polity  he  was  always  ardently  attached,  and 
called  to  plead  to  the  charge  of  being  a  Mason  ;  he  was  urged 
to  withdraw  from  the  organization,  or  at  least  pledge  himself 
not  to  attend  any  of  the  meetings  of  the  Craft,  but  he  would 
make  no  such  pledge,  and  so  well  did  he  defend  Masonry  before 
his  church  that  the  attempt  to  discipline  him  for  his  connection 
with  the  Fraternity  came  to  failure.  When  the  darkest  days 
came— 1830-35 — and  the  opposition  took  the  character  of  a 
relentless  persecution,  he  did  not  falter  in  his  open  and  pro- 
nounced support  of  the  organization  which  was  then  so  much 
misrepresented.  He  stood  stedfast  during  all  those  years  of 
severe  testing.    He  never  sought  to  conceal  his  Masonic  aftilia- 
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tions,  and  was  always  ready  to  recognize  his  brethren  and  meet 
with  them  when  called  to  do  so,  or  to  join  them  in  the  public 
procession,  albeit  to  do  this  was  to  run  the  risk  of  not  a  little 
obloquy  and  abuse.  The  strength  of  character  thus  displayed, 
and  the  unwavering  attachment  to  Freemasonry  thus  signified, 
will  long  be  remembered,  and  will  constitute  his  best  memorial 
in  the  hearts  of  brethren  who  will  cherish  his  memory  and  worth 
as  thus  identified  with  the  Masonic  Institution  in  the  darkest 
period  of  its  history. 

His  Masonic  career  extended  over  a  period  of  nearly  seventy 
years.  During  this  period  he  was  called  to  fill  many  of  the 
leading  positions  in  Lodge,  Chapter,  and  Commandery.  He 
served  as  Secretary,  Senior  Warden,  and  VVor.  Master  of  his 
Lodge,  faithfully  fulfilling  the  duties  of  each  of  these  offices 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years.  He  was  elected  Junior 
Grand  Deacon  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  in  1835-36- 
37-38;  Junior  Grand  Warden  in  1842,  again  in  1853-54,  and 
Grand  Master  in  1855  and  1856.  He  was  High  Priest  of  Provi- 
dence Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  1856  and  1857.  He 
was  elected  Grand  Scribe  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  Rhode  Island  in  1858,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  in  1859 
and  Grand  High  Priest  in  i860.  He  was  elected  Recorder 
of  St.  John's  (Encampment)  Commandery  in  1854,  and  served 
three  years;  he  was  Captain  General  in  1857  and  1858,  and 
Eminent  Commander  in  1859. 

He  was  versed  in  all  the  degrees  and  orders  belonging  to 
legitimate  Masonry,  including  those  of  the  Cryptic  and  Scottish 
Rites.  By  reading  and  by  study  he  had  become  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  Freemasonry,  while  his  observation  and 
fruitful  Masonic  experience  made  almost  every  thing  connected 
with  its  expression  familiar  to  his  mind.  He  understood  and 
appreciated  the  moral  import  of  Freemasonry,  no  less  than  its 
benign  and  social  features.  Thus  he  gave  his  earnest  and  con- 
stant efforts  for  the  upholding  and  advancement  of  the  Institu- 
tion. 

Oliver  Johnson  was  a  "  self-made  man  "  in  the  best  sense  of 
the  phrase.  Deprived  of  parental  care  and  home  advantages 
when  quite  young,  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  and 
obliged  to  make  his  way  against  many  obstacles.  He  had  a 
resolute  will,  however,  and  an  earnest  purpose  to  get  forward  in 
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life,  and  so  he  overcame  many  of  the  difficulties  which  beset 
his  path.  By  attending  the  schools  of  his  native  town  and  pass- 
ing two  or  three  terms  at  the  Washington  Academy,  in  Wick- 
ford,  he  qualified  himself  to  teach  school,  entering  upon  such 
work  when  he  was  only  sixteen  years  old.  Teaching  a  part  of 
each  year  he  obtained  the  means  to  continue  his  studies  during 
the  other  part,  and  thus  was  able  to  acquire  a  good  academical 
education.  As  a  teacher  he  was  faithful  and  efficient,  and  met 
with  a  good  degree  of  success.  In  1822  he  entered  into  busi- 
ness pursuits,  becoming  engaged  in  a  general  variety  store  at 
Centreville,  R.  I.  A  few  years  later,  having  studied  with  Dr. 
Sylvester  Knight  until  he  had  obtained  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  drugs  and  medicines,  he  entered  into  that  branch  of  business. 
1°  !**33  he  came  to  Providence  and  in  company  with  Dr.  Knight 
opened  a  wholesale  drug  store  on  Weybosset  street,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Oliver  Johnson  &  Co.  This  partnership  was  dis- 
solved in  184 1,  and  for  several  years  after  that  date  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  continued  in  business  by  himself.  In  1846  he 
established  his  business  on  Exchange  street,  where  it  is  now 
continued.  In  conducting  the  business,  grown  to  much  larger 
proportions  than  at  first  anticipated,  and  prominent  in  the  mat- 
ter of  paints  and  oils,  he  took  his  son,  William  S.  Johnson,  into 
partnership ;  a  few  years  later  Mr.  Benjamin  W.  Spink  was  ad- 
mitted a  member  of  the  firm.  The  son,  an  active  business  man, 
an  esteemed  citizen,  and  a  worthy  Mason,  died  a  few  years 
before  his  father's  decease.  The  business  was  continued,  how- 
ever, and  is  still  maintained,  since  the  death  of  the  venerable 
senior  member  of  the  firm,  under  the  original  designation, 
Oliver  Johnson  &  Co. 

The  subject  of  this  paper  was  interested  in  public  affairs  and 
was  often  called  to  fill  positions  of  public  service  and  responsi- 
bility. As  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Public  Notary,  as  a  member 
of  the  City  Council  of  Providence  for  an  extended  period,  as 
Representative  in  the  General  Assembly  for  several  years,  as 
member  of  two  State  Conventions  called  to  act  upon  proposi- 
tions to  remodel  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  he  made  ample 
proof  of  his  ability  and  good  sense,  and  of  a  faithful  devotion 
to  what  he  held  to  be  the  right.  He  served  as  a  trustee  or 
director  in  several  banks,  insurance  companies,  and  other  or- 
ganizations of  a  financial  character,  and  in  these  places  of 
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trust  evinced  the  same  qualities  which  characterized  his  entire 
life. 

In  religion  Brother  Johnson  was  identified  with  the  Baptist 
denomination,  having  united  with  the  church  at  Kxeter,  R.  I., 
when  he  was  a  young  man.  His  relations  in  later  years  were 
with  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Providence. 

He  was  spared  to  great  age.  Length  of  days  was  accorded 
to  him,  even  according  to  God's  promise  of  old  made  to  the 
Hebrew  patriarch  : 

"  Thou  shalt  go  to  thy  Fathers  in  peace  ;  thou  shalt  be  buried  in  a  good  old 
age.  Thou  shalt  come  to  thy  grave  in  a  full  age.  like  as  a  shock  of  corn  cometh 
in  his  season." 

With  faculties  well  preserved  to  the  last  :  maintaining  an 
abiding  interest  in  friends,  society,  public  affairs  ;  cherishing  a 
deep  and  hearty  faith  in  Almighty  God  and  in  the  life  immortal, 
our  brother  passed  into  a  serene  and  attractive  age  — 

"  An  age  that  melts  in  unperceivetl  decay. 
And  glides  in  modest  innocence  away.*' 

God's  angel  hastened  not  his  coming  to  call  the  faithful 
servant  home  ;  but  when  the  summons,  which  none  may  resist, 
was  heard  by  the  aged  one,  it  found  him  ready  to  answer  Az- 
rael's  bidding  and  go  forward  to  that  "  undiscovered  country 
from  whose  bourne  no  traveller  returns." 

"  There  was  no  moaning  on  the  bar  ; 
When  he  put  out  to  sea.'* 

He  died  May  20,  1892,  and  his  funeral  was  solemnized,  under 
direction  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  three  days  later.  The  Masonic 
burial  service,  at  the  committal  of  the  body  to  earth,  was  read 
by  Grand  Master  Stillman  White  and  the  Grand  Chaplain  Rev. 
Henry  W.  Rugg. 

The  venerable  brother,  whose  remains  were  thus  laid  away 
with  fitting  Masonic  honors,  represented  a  worthy  type  of  char- 
acter and  life.  He  was  the  good  citizen,  the  successful  busi- 
ness man,  the  reliable  friend,  who  had  earned  the  universal  re- 
spect of  the  community  by  the  moral  quality  of  his  life.  He  was 
unpretending  in  manner,  simple  in  habits  and  tastes,  gentle  in  his 
demeanor — thus  exemplifying  some  of  the  sweetest  virtues  that 
adorn  our  humanity.  He  was  an  intelligent  Mason,  a  worthy 
Christian,  and  an  honest  man. 
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JAMES  HUTCHISON. 

James  Hutchison,  Deputy  Grand  Master  at  the  time  Oliver 
Johnson  was  Grand  Master,  and  his  successor,  1857,  in  the 
highest  office,  lived  long  and  well  on  the  earth.  It  is  pleasant 
to  trace  the  line  of  his  fourscore  and  eight  years,  and  note  the 
lessons  presented  by  his  character  and  career. 

Hs  was  born  in  Scotland,  the  parish  of  Borque,  Stewarty  of 
Kirkenbright,  March  23,  1799.  He  died  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.t 
September  8,  1887.  Coming  to  the  United  States  when  about 
twenty  years  of  age  he  was  practically  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  ;  and,  though  never  naturalized,  he  had  hearty  respect  for 
the  general  spirit  of  constitutional  liberty,  and  was  by  no  means 
indifferent  to  political  movements  and  issues.  For  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  his  residence  was  in  Pawtucket  or  Providence, 
where  he  fulfilled  all  secular  duties  as  well  as  those  of  fraternity 
and  good  citizenship  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  for  himself 
general  esteem. 

His  connection  with  Freemasonry  began  Jan.  26,  1821,  for  on 
that  date  he  was  initiated  into  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.  He  made  rapid  progress,  taking  all  the  steps  in  Lodge, 
Chapter,  Council  and  Encampment,  (now  Commandery,)  in  a 
little  more  than  one  year  from  the  time  of  his  becoming  a 
Mason.  He  was  made  a  Knight  Templar  in  St.  John's  Com- 
mandery, No.  1.  of  Providence.  He  soon  became  an  instructor 
and  leader  in  all  Masonic  departments,  and  in  due  time  he  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  several  bodies  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected. His  devotedness  to  Freemasonry  was  conspicuous  dur- 
ing that  period,  nearly  half  a  century  ago,  when  our  Institution 
was  under  the  ban  of  popular  feeling,  and  it  was  not  altogether 
pleasant  for  one  to  declare  himself  a  member  of  the  Order. 
He  remained  stedfast,  while  so  many  fell  away  from  their  alle- 
giance and  turned  their  backs  on  the  Craft.  As  soon  as  oppor- 
tunity offered  he  engaged  heartily  in  the  work  of  re-organiza- 
tion, accepting  positions  in  both  Grand  and  Subordinate  Bodies, 
which  called  tor  labor  and  often  sacrifice  ;  and  thus  he  rendered 
important  services  in  reviving  Masonic  interest  and  bringing  in 
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a  new  era  of  prosperity  for  the  Craft.  In  1842  he  was  elected 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  (irand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  an  office 
which  he  held  for  eleven  years.  In  1855  he  was  elected  Grand 
Master  and  served  two  years.  He  was  Grand  High  Priest  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  during  the  years  of  1852-3, 
having  previously  held  nearly  all  the  subordinate  positions. 
He  was  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Rhode  Island  for  three  years,  beginning  with 
1851.  Before  this  time  he  had  served  as  Eminent  Commander 
of  Holy  Sepulchre  Encampment  at  Pawtucket,  having  trans- 
ferred his  membership  from  St.  John's  to  that  Body  a  few  years 
previously.  At  a  later  period  he  again  resumed  membership  in 
St.  John's  Commandery,  filling  acceptably  various  offices  there- 
in, as  from  time  to  time  the  members  made  earnest  request  for 
his  services. 

Bro.  Hutchison's  zeal  in  Freemasonry  showed  no  abatement 
after  his  attainment  of  an  honorable  preferment,  and  following 
a  period  when  he  had  borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day. 
He  was  still  a  regular  attendant  upon  Masonic  meetings,  always 
ready  to  take  an  active  part  in  conferring  the  degrees  or  orders, 
or  in  communicating  the  lessons  and  transacting  the  business 
required.  In  the  Grand  Bodies  his  presence  and  influence 
might  always  be  counted  upon.  Well  informed,  and  holding 
views  which  he  was  never  disposed  to  conceal,  his  brethren 
looked  to  him  as  an  authority  in  most  matters,  and  generally 
were  disposed  to  accept  his  leadership.  Sometimes,  however, 
his  positiveness  of  thought  and  peculiar  ideas  placed  him  in  the 
minority  and  brought  him  in  opposition  for  the  time  to  those 
whom  he  held  in  much  esteem. 

He  excelled  as  a  ritualist,  and  was  impressive,  as  well  as  cor- 
rect, in  rendering  almost  every  part  of  the  work.  He  excelled 
also  in  the  administration  of  Masonic  affairs.  No  matter  where 
he  might  be  placed,  or  what  might  be  the  exigency,  he  was 
always  equal  to  the  occasion.  Quick  to  interpret  the  law  and 
make  decisions,  he  was  never  found  lacking  in  resolution  to 
enforce  the  conclusions  that  he  believed  to  be  lawful  and  equi- 
table. He  never  forgot  what  were  the  prerogatives  and  respon- 
sibilities of  the  high  offices  he  held,  and  in  a  firm  and  dignified 
manner,  yet  courteous  withal,  he  attended  to  all  the  details  of  a 
wise  and  comprehensive  administration  and  direction. 
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His  Masonic  record  stands  fair  and  attractive  to  view,  and 
the  unfolding  of  his  individual  life  and  character  discloses 
abundant  graces  and  virtues.  That  he  had  some  peculiarities 
of  nature  and  disposition  none  who  knew  him  will  doubt.  His 
was  the  strongly  marked  Scottish  temperament  witnessed  in 
manifold  ways.  He  had  his  likes  and  dislikes,  and  he  did  not 
attempt  to  conceal  them.  He  had  some  fancies  and  prejudices 
perhaps  ;  but  he  was  a  true  man  and  Mason,  quick,  outspoken 
and  fearless,  always  seeking  to  discern  the  truth  and  to  walk  in 
the  way  of  light. 

His  religious  nature  was  well  developed.  He  had  an  earnest 
and  intelligent  faith,  an  abiding  love  for  Christianity  and  its  in- 
stitutions, and  a  stedfast  purpose  to  obey  the  law  of  Him  whose 
disciple  he  sought  to  be.  He  was  from  early  manhood  a  devout 
and  consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  died  in 
its  communion,  having  great  trust  in  God's  abundant  mercies 
and  a  strong  hope  of  a  blessed  resurrection. 

His  funeral  was  solemnized  in  St.  Stephen's  Church,  Provi- 
dence, on  September  10,  1887,  the  Grand  Lodge  being  convened 
in  an  Emergent  Communication  to  pay  Masonic  honors  to  the 
venerable  Craftsman.  The  burial,  in  accordance  with  Masonic 
usage,  was  at  Swan  Point  Cemetery.  His  best  memorial  is  in 
the  hearts  of  his  brethren  who,  recalling  what  he  was  and  what 
he  wrought,  will  be  moved  to  say  of  him  :  •*  He  was  a  worthy 
man  and  a  perfect  Master  Builder." 
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JERVIS  J.  SMITH. 

This  brother,  born  in  1801,  was  a  member  of  Friendship 
Lodge,  No.  7,  Chepachet,  R.  I.,  in  which  village  he  resided,  in 
the  practice  of  the  medical  profession,  for  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  years. 

The  material  for  an  extended  sketch  of  his  life  is  not  at  hand. 
Evidently  he  was  an  educated  and  skillful  physician,  deservedly 
respected  for  his  many  excellent  traits  of  character,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  fulfilled  the  duties  of  related  life. 

He  was  an  active  promoter  of  the  interests  of  Friendship 
Lodge,  No.  7,  in  which  body  he  held  the  office  of  Wor.  Master 
for  several  years.  In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  his 
abilities  and  zeal  for  Freemasonry  were  recognized,  and  he  was 
advanced  to  the  highest  place.  In  1855-56,  he  was  Junior  Grand 
Warden  ;  in  1857-58,  Senior  Grand  Warden  ;  ami  in  1859,  (irand 
Master.  He  served  creditably  in  all  these  and  other  Masonic 
offices. 

He  died  at  his  home  in  Chepachet,  March  10,  1864.  His 
funeral  was  attended,  March  nth,  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  Grand 
Master  Ariel  Ballon  presiding.  St.  John's  Commandery,  No.  1, 
performed  escort  duty.  A  fitting  tribute  was  paid  to  his  worth 
by  his  personal  friends,  Rev.  Messrs.  John  Boyden  and  C.  H. 
Fay,  both  of  whom  eulogized  the  deceased  in  the  character  of 
a  skillful  physician,  a  noble  man,  and  a  true  Christian. 

(irand  Master  Ballon,  in  announcing  to  the  (irand  Lodge  the 
death  of  Past  Master  Smith,  said:  "It  was  our  privilege  to 
attend  him  during  his  last  illness,  and  to  afford  him  such  aid  as 
our  humble  professional  knowledge  permitted  ;  but  humanity 
could  not  prevent  the  approach  of  the  silent  messenger,  death, 
and  calmly  and  submissively  he  bowed  to  the  Divine  will.  You, 
brethren,  had  awarded  to  him  the  highest  honor  in  your  power 
to  confer  ;  and  it  was  not  only  in  his  family,  and  among  the  fra- 
ternity, that  his  death  brought  sorrow  and  sighing,  but  also  in 
many  a  home,  where  for  years,  in  storm  and  shine,  by  day  and 
night,  he  had  administered  to  the  sick,  and  afforded  consolation 
to  those  whom  his  skill  could  not  keep  alive  ;  and  the  large 
concourse  that  attended  his  funeral  ceremonies,  attested  by  their 
silent  grief,  the  deep  hold  he  had  upon  their  affections." 
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WILLIAM  GRAY. 

This  active  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  who  exercised 
much  of  influence  in  his  own  Lodge  and  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island,  died  at  his  residence  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  May 
4,  1 87 1,  aged  74  years. 

The  present  writer  has  been  unable  to  obtain  desired  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  this  earnest  Craftsman  ;  but  enough  is 
known  to  justify  the  statement  that  he  was  a  man  of  amiable 
disposition  and  well  esteemed  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

He  received  the  Third  degree  in  Freemasonry  in  St.  John's 
Lodge,  No.  1,  Newport,  R.  I.,  June  9,  1824.  In  Anti-Masonic 
times,  which  soon  followed,  this  Lodge,  like  most  of  the  Ma- 
sonic organizations,  did  no  work,  and  its  meetings  were  held 
but  infrequently.  Among  the  energetic  Craftsmen  who  helped 
to  revive  the  Institution  in  Newport  was  the  brother  to  whom 
attention  is  herewith  directed.  He  was  zealous  and  helpful  in 
the  work  of  re-establishment.  He  was  called  to  fill  various 
offices  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  of  which  he  was  Worshipful  Master 
during  the  years  1846  and  1847.  He  was  Senior  Grand  Warden 
in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  in  185 1  and  1852,  Deputy 
Grand  Master  in  1853  and  1854,  and  Grand  Master  in  i860. 

The  arrangements  for  his  funeral  precluded  the  convening  of 
Grand  Lodge  on  the  occasion  ;  but  funeral  honors  were  paid 
by  his  own  Lodge,  and  the  usual  Masonic  burial  service  was 
rendered  at  his  grave. 
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ARIEL  BALLOU. 

This  man,  of  strong  and  attractive  personality,  was  the  inti- 
mate friend  and  long  time  Masonic  associate  of  Oliver  Johnson 
.  and  James  Hutchison,  and  shared  with  them  many  of  the  priv- 
ileges and  blessings  of  fraternal  intercourse. 

He  was  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  October  25,  1805.  He 
died  in  Providence,  July  15.  1887.  His  ancestors,  on  his  father's 
side,  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  northern  Rhode  Island, 
having  located  there  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury. His  father  and  grandfather  were  both  named  Ariel.  His 
brother  Adin,  a  distinguished  clergyman  of  somewhat  peculiar 
views,  was  the  founder  of  the  Hopedale  community  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  early  years  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  were  passed  in 
a  pleasant  home,  and  in  hard  work  on  his  father's  farm.  He 
was  a  thoughtful,  studious  boy,  who  profited  by  all  available 
opportunities  of  instruction.  He  taught  a  ''district  school" 
when  he  was  only  nineteen  years  of  age  ;  and  a  year  later  as- 
sumed the  charge  of  a  select  school  on  Cumberland  Hill.  While 
thus  occupied  he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  in  which  pursuit, 
at  a  later  period,  he  received  instruction  from  Dr.  Daniel  Thur- 
ber,  of  Mendon,  and  Prof.  Usher  Parsons,  of  Providence.  Af- 
ter passing  a  term  or  two  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institute, 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  Bowdoin 
College,  Brunswick,  Me.,  and  in  this  institution  he  graduated 
with  honor,  September,  1830. 

Immediately  following  his  graduation  he  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Woonsocket,  where  he  resided  for  more 
than  a  hajf  century,  doing  such  a  work,  and  making  expres>ion 
of  such  characteristics  of  his  strong  individuality,  that  the  com- 
munity came  to  hold  him  in  great  respect.  As  a  skillful  physi- 
cian he  became  well  known  in  the  adjoining  towns,  and  his 
advice  was  often  sought  in  critical  cases.  He  was  elected  Pres- 
ident of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society  in  1S55,  holding  the 
office  until  he  declined  to  retain  it  longer. 

In  matters  of  social  and  moral  progress,  and  of  civic  interest 
as  well,  Dr.  Ballon  always  made  his  influence  felt.  Having 
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definite  ideas  in  regard  to  movements  for  the  public  welfare,  he 
sought  to  impress  his  ideas  upon  other  minds  and  to  work  for 
their  advancement.  He  was  not  a  politician,  yet  he  was  both 
active  and  influential  in  the  party  to  which  he  was  attached,  and 
was  often  called  to  fill  offices  of  honor  and  responsibility.  For 
seventeen  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his 
native  town.  For  a  period  nearly  as  long  he  occupied  a  seat  in 
the  lower  or  upper  branch  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island.  As  an  intelligent  and  high  minded  legislator  he  won 
the  respect  of  men  of  all  parties. 

Dr.  Ballou  became  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Frater/iity  almost 
as  soon  as  he  had  reached  the  required  age.  The  record  of  his 
Masonic  career,  briefly  stated,  is  as  follows  :  He  was  initiated 
and  passed  to  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft  in  Morning  Star 
Lodge,  No.  13,  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  November  13,  1826,  and  was 
raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  Master  Mason  on  the  25th  of 
the  same  month  and  year. 

He  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Lodge,  October  29,  1827, 
serving  one  year.  In  November,  1832,  he  was  again  elected 
Secretary,  continuing  in  that  office  during  the  working  and 
suspension  of  the  Lodge,  caused  by  Anti-Masonic  strife  and 
legislation,  preserving  its  records  and  papers  until  December 
12,  1848.  In  November,  1848,  Morning  Star  Lodge  was  re- 
moved from  Cumberland  Hill  to  the  village  of  Woonsocket, 
and  its  Masonic  Charter  restored.  He  was  elected  W.\  Master, 
December  12,  1848,  and  held  that  office  until  January,  1853. 
On  leaving  the  chair  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  Lodge, 
and  continued  in  that  office  until  elected  Grand  Master  of 
Masons. 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  he  held  important  offi- 
cial positions,  being  chosen  Junior  Grand  Warden  in  May,  1849, 
and  re-elected  to  the  same  office  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
then  advanced  to  the  place  of  Senior  Grand  Warden.  In  i860 
he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  in  May,  1861,  he  was 
chosen  to  fill  the  high  office  of  Grand  Master,  holding  the  posi- 
tion for  a  term  of  four  years,  during  which  time  he  gave  witness 
of  his  characteristic  energy  and  ability  in  the  performance  of 
the  duties  thus  imposed.  His  administration  was  conducive  to 
the  progress  of  the  fraternity. 

He  was  exalted  to  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Union 
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Chapter,  No.  5,  Woonsocket,  February  11,  185S  ;  was  elected 
Scribe  in  Union  Chapter,  No.  5,  May  24,  1858  ;  elected  King  in 
i860;  elected  High  Priest,  January  21,  1861,  serving  as  such 
until  January  18,  1864.  He  was  again  elected  High  Priest  in 
Union  Chapter,  No.  5,  January,  1868. 

He  was  elected  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island,  in  March,  1 86 1 . 

He  received  the  Royal  and  Select  Master's  degrees  in  Paw- 
tucket  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  the  degrees  of 
Knighthood  in  Woonsocket  Encampment,  during  the  year  1867. 

While  it*may  justly  be  said  of  Dr.  Ballou  that  he  took  interest 
in  all  the  departments  of  Freemasonry,  it  may  truly  be  said  that 
he  had  special  fondness  for  the  Blue  Lodge — the  symbolic  de- 
grees. He  was  well  versed  in  the  ritual  and  ceremonies  pertain- 
ing to  these  degrees,  and  his  manner  of  conferring  the  same 
was  dignified  and  impressive.  The  interest  which  Dr.  Ballou 
had  in  Freemasonry  was  not  measured,  however,  by  its  merely 
technical  features,  but  went  out  along  all  the  lines  of  its  social, 
moral,  and  benevolent  manifestations,  disposing  him  to  promote 
its  efficiency  in  these  directions. 

For  a  period  of  more  than  sixty  years  Dr.  Ballou  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  Masonic  work  and  interests  ;  and  during 
this  time  he  came  to  be  justly  regarded  as  a  tried,  true  and  ca- 
pable member  of  the  fraternity,  ever  ready  and  ever  anxious  to 
promote  the  prosperity  of  the  institution  which  he  held  in  high 
regard. 

He  was  spared  to  a  ripe  old  age.  Like  the  shades  of  depart- 
ing day,  softly  and  sweetly  the  light  of  his  mortal  being  went 
out.  He  died  in  the  full  confidence  of  a  strong  Christian  faith. 
His  funeral,  under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island,  was  solemnized  July  19,  1887,  Grand  Master  Rev.  W.  N. 
Acklev  officiating  at  the  house  in  Providence,  where  the  de- 
ceased had  lived  with  one  of  his  daughters  during  the  last 
three  or  four  years,  and  at  the  cemetery  in  Woonsocket,  where 
the  body  of  our  venerable  Brother  was  laid  away  to  rest.  Many 
friends  and  associates  gathered  there  about  the  open  grave, 
and,  as  the  sprig  of  acacia  was  deposited  and  the  appropriate 
sign  made  by  the  Craftsmen,  all  felt  that  a  good  man  had  passed 
on  to  his  reward. 
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THOMAS  A.  DOYLE. 

After  the  name  of  Thomas  Smith  Webb  there  is  scarcely 
another  name  to  be  found  on  the  pages  of  Rhode  Island  Masonic 
records,  which  represents  so  much  of  zeal,  interest,  and  service 
in  behalf  of  Freemasonry,  as  does  the  name  of  that  illustrious 
brother  placed  at  the  head  of  this  paper.  . 

Thomas  Arthur  Doyle,  son  of  Thomas  and  Martha  (Jones) 
Doyle,  was  born  in  Providence,  March  15,  1S27.  He  died  in 
the  city  where  his  whole  life  had  been  spent,  June  9,  1886.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Providence,  leaving  which, 
at  the  early  age  of  fourteen  years,  he  entered  the  counting  room 
of  Benjamin  Cozzens,  where  he  laid  the  foundation  of  a  good 
business  training.  In  1853  he  was  induced  to  take  the  place  of 
cashier  in  the  Grocers  and  Producers  Bank,  of  Providence,  or- 
ganized about  that  time.  Two  or  three  years  later  he  resigned 
the  office  of  cashier  and  entered  into  business  as  a  stock  broker 
and  dealer  in  real  estate.  His  business  career  was  somewhat 
interfered  with  by  the  inclination  he  had  for  public  affairs.  He 
was  first  elected  to  a  civic  office  when  he  had  but  just  arrived 
at  legal  age,  and  from  that  time  forward  he  was  almost  always 
occupied,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  in  the  duties  of  official 
station. 

In  1864  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  Providence,  an  office  which 
he  held  by  repeated  elections  for  nearly  eighteen  years,  meeting 
its  demands  and  fulfilling  its  duties  in  a  manner  which  justified 
the  confidence  always  reposed  in  his  ability,  integrity  and  pub- 
lic spirit.  As  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  city  he  rendered 
important  aid  to  many  material  improvements,  being  always 
the  friend  of  true  progress,  and  ready  to  help  foward  the  various 
movements  which  he  believed  to  be  conducive  to  the  general 
welfare.  He  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  public  school  system, 
ever  ready  to  advocate  a  liberal  policy  in  carrying  on  the  work 
of  the  schools,  whose  efficiency  he  sought  to  promote."  Under 
his  progressive  administration.  Providence  made  notable  ad- 
vances in  ways  alike  honorable  and  attractive,  attaining  a  rank 
among  sister  cities  not  previously  gained.  It  seemed  that 
Mayor  Doyle  was  the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and  there 
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can  be  no  question  that  in  this  position  he  rendered  a  varied 
and  abundant  service  for  the  people's  welfare — a  service  that 
will  long  be  remembered  to  his  praise. 

At  the  dedication  of  the  bronze  statue  erected  by  the  citizens 
of  Providence  to  his  memory,  June  3,  1889,  an  address,  suitable 
to  the  occasion,  was  delivered  by  an  eminent  Mason  and  citizen. 
Col.  Nicholas  Van  Slyck.  Two  paragraphs  of  the  address  are 
here  appended  : 

"  For  thirty-four  years  Thomas  A.  Doyle  was  in  various  ways  and  capacities 
the  servant  of  the  people  of  this  city,  walking  daily  in  their  midst,  doing  his 
work  openly  and  in  the  light  and  in  the  presence  of  this  people,  criticised  and 
criticising,  boldly  asserting  his  views,  vigorously  pushing  his  policies,  yet  so  con- 
ducting himself  that  in  recognition  of  the  value  of  his  work,  and  as  a  tribute  to 
him  as  a  man,  and  a  faithful  and  enlightened  official,  this  monument  has  been 
erected  and  dedicated.  Its  erection  and  dedication  is  worthy  of  our  city  and  he 
is  worthy  of  the  tribute.  It  is  beautiful  and  artistic,  reproducing  in  heroic  size 
his  form  and  features.  It  is  a  concrete  expression  and  acknowledgment  of  his 
many  and  varied  acts  of  devotion  and  beneficence,  that  have  enured  to  our  advan- 
tage, and  that  have  enshrined  his  memory  in  our  hearts  with  a  warm  and  lasting 
love,  such  love  being  based  upon  our  esteem  for  his  virtues.  It  will  remain  a 
continual  reminder  that  the  faithful  discharge  of  official  duty,  unselfish  devotion 
to  the  public  interest,  a  fearless  upholding  and  enforcement  of  well-grounded 
convictions,  united  with  a  love  for  humanity,  will  receive  due  appreciation,  com- 
pelling the  plaudits  of  praise  from  posterity  and  proving  an  incentive  to  others 
to  imitate  his  example. 

This  is  not.  however,  his  best  monument.  Its  value  is  that  it  perpetuates  the 
memory  of  his  deeds  and  character,  emphasizing  what  we  know,  and  in  perpet- 
uating such  knowledge  to  future  generations.  His  highest  praise  and  worthiest 
honor,  is,  however,  found  in  other  visible  memorials,  in  the  improvements  in  our 
highways,  in  the  introduction  and  presence  of  a  Ixwntiful  supply  of  pure  water, 
in  the  condition  of  our  sewerage,  in  an  efficient  uniformed  police,  in  the  existence 
of  advanced  facilities  for  the  extinguishment  of  tires  and  for  their  prevention, 
in  our  present  methods  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  in  our  beautiful  and  con- 
venient school  and  other  public  buildings.  All  these  remind  us  of  his  power 
and  influence  exercised  for  the  public  weal,  and  all  have  contributed  their  part  in 
the  making  and  upbuilding  of  this,  in  si/.e  and  wealth,  the  second  city  in  New 
England,  but  second  to  none  in  the  enterprise,  intelligence,  ami  morality  of  its 
people,  and  in  its  beauty  and  good  government.  He  was  not  content  with  the 
past,  but  looked  forward  to  greater  progress  in  those  matters  he  deemed  neces- 
sary to  the  continuance  and  betterment  of  our  then  improved  conditions  ;  but 
alas  !  his  course  was  all  too  suddenly  ended,  and  to  other  hands  has  been  left  the 
performance  of  the  duties  that  were  allowed  to  rest  upon  him." 

llro.  Pnvle  was  made  a  Mason  in  St.  John's  Lori^e,  Provi- 
dence, October  28,  1857.    He  filled  several  subordinate  offices 
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in  the  Lodge,  and  was  its  Worshipful  Master  in  1859-60.  He 
was  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  in 
the  years  1860-61,  62  and  63.  In  May,  1865,  he  was  elected 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island,  and  held  the  office 
for  seven  years.  His  keen  insight,  his  knowledge  of  Masonic 
history  and  the  general  workings  of  the  Craft,  and  his  excep- 
tional administrative  gifts,  together  with  his  earnestness  and 
zeal,  ever  manifest,  made  his  administration  as  Grand  Master 
most  successful. 

In  1859  he  received  the  Chapter  degrees  in  Providence  Royal 
Arch  Chapter.  The  year  following  he  became  High  Priest  of 
the  Chapter,  retaining  the  position  for  four  years.  In  1865  he 
was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  annually  re-elected  for  the 
next  six  years. 

In  1859  he  became  a  member  of  St.  John's  Commandery, 
Providence,  the  Order  of  the  Temple  being  conferred  on  him 
May  9th,  of  that  year.  He  dimitted  from  the  parent  body  to 
join  Calvary  Commandery,  in  Providence,  and  held  several 
important  offices  in  that  organization;  among  others  that  of  Em. 
Commander.  He  returned  to  St.  John's  Commandery  in  1870, 
and  was  the  Em.  Commander  of  that  body  in  1876-77.  He  was 
called  to  fill  the  offices  of  Grand  Prelate  and  Grand  Generalis- 
simo in  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusett  and  Rhode 
Island. 

Bro.  Doyle  had  taken  the  degrees  of  the  Cryptic  Rite  though 
he  was  never  active  in  this  department.  In  the  Scottish  Rite 
he  was  especially  interested.  He  was  advanced  to  the  Thirty- 
third  and  last  degree,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  Northern  juris- 
diction. 

In  all  this  broad  range  of  Masonic  duty  and  engagement  our 
illustrious  brother  made  proof  of  manifold  graces  and  acquire- 
ments which  gained  for  him  the  deserved  esteem  of  brethren 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  He  was  a  reading  Mason  and  had 
good  knowledge  of  the  history  and  jurisprudence  of  the  Craft. 
He  was  well  versed  in  the  work  and  ceremonies  of  the  Frater- 
nity, although  not  an  accomplished  ritualist.  He  had  excep- 
tional grace  and  dignity  as  a  presiding  officer,  and  his  intelligent 
methods  of  illustration,  and  the  earnestness  always  manifest  in 
his  reading  of  any  official  service,  gave  impresstveness  to  Ma- 
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sonic  instructions  as  they  came  from  his  lips.  In  the  Grand 
Lodge,  as  in  other  Masonic  Bodies,  both  Grand  and  Subordi- 
nate, he  generally  took  an  active  part  in  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness, and  gave  important  help  to  the  legislation  of  these  organ- 
izations. He  always  held  decided  opinions  and  was  able  to  give 
forcible  expression  to  his  views.  He  was  quick  to  detect  the 
weak  point  of  another's  argument,  and  equally  quick  and  happy 
in  reinforcing  his  arguments  from  new  sources  which  he  made 
available. 

He  was  a  man  of  ideas,  fertile  in  expedients,  quick  in  re- 
sponding to  the  touch  of  human  sympathy,  and  always  ready 
with  voice  and  pen,  and  other  offerings,  to  aid  the  interests  of 
Freemasonry  which  were  so  near  and  dear  to  his  heart. 

The  funeral  of  the  brother  so  much  loved,  and  so  greatly 
mourned  by  the  Masons  of  Rhode  Island  and  of  other  localities, 
was  solemnized  on  June  14,  1886. 

The  procession  was  composed  of  civic  societies  and  repre- 
sentative bodies  of  Masons,  the  Grand  Lodge  having  been  con- 
vened, with  Grand  Master  Newton  I).  Arnold  presiding.  The 
religious  services  were  held  at  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
on  Benefit  street,  the  church  in  which  the  deceased  was  a  regu- 
lar attendant,  and  were  of  a  deeply  impressive  character.  Rev. 
Augustus  Woodbury,  D.I).,  formerly  Grand  Chaplain  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  Rev.  Thomas  Slicer,  pastor,  officiated,  the 
service  being  in  accordance  with  the  King's  Chapel  Liturgy. 
When  the  benediction  was  pronounced  Grand  Master  Arnold 
placed  the  swords  and  apron  upon  the  casket,  signifying  that 
the  services  were  henceforth  in  charge  of  the  Masons,  and  the 
Grand  Marshal  took  charge.  The  procession  filed  out  of  church, 
the  Grand  Lodge  going  first,  followed  by  the  casket  and  the 
immediate  family  of  the  deceased. 

The  burial  was  at  Swan  Point  Cemetery.  The  burial  office 
sanctioned  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  was  recited  by 
the  Grand  Master,  Grand  Chaplain  and  brethren  assembled  ; 
and  the  body  was  committed  to  the  enfolding  of  sweet  flowers 
in  mother  earth.  Thus  were  Masonic  honors  deservedly  paid 
to  a  worthy  Craftsman  whose  virtues  abide  in  the  loving  remem- 
brance of  many  faithful  hearts. 
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LLOYD  MORTON. 

Dr.  Lloyd  Morton,  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  five  of  the  six 
years  during  which  Thomas  A.  Doyle  held  the  office  of  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island,  was  elected  to  the  highest 
office  in  1872,  and  served  one  year.  He  declined  to  be  a  candi- 
date for  re-election.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Pawtucket,  Octo- 
ber 16,  1 888. 

Bro.  E.  L.  Freeman,  an  intimate  friend  of  Dr.  Morton,  read 
before  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  at  its  annual  commu- 
nication, held  May  20,  1889,  a  memorial  sketch  of  his  long  time 
associate,  the  paper  having  been  prepared  at  the  request  of 
Grand  Master  W.  N.  Ackley.  The  memorial  thus  presented 
is  freely  drawn  upon  in  the  biographical  notice  here  given. 

Lloyd  Morton  was  born  at  Halifax,  Mass.,  on  the  3d  of  De- 
cember, 1S27.  His  father  and  his  grandfather  were  physicians, 
and  early  in  his  youth  he  decided  to  make  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine his  profession.  After  attending  the  usual  preparatory 
schools,  in  his  17th  year  he  entered  Bsown  University,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1845,  and  four  years  later  graduated.  In  a  large  class 
of  more  than  average  ability  and  scholarship,  he  took  a  high 
rank,  being  especially  proficient  in  all  physiological  studies. 

He  studied  medicine  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  afterwards  at 
Woodstock,  Vt.  He  received  his  medical  degree  from  the  Ver- 
mont Medical  College,  and  for  a  year  after  his  graduation  filled 
the  position  of  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  that  institution. 
In  1853  he  became  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society,  and  started  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  town 
of  Pawtucket,  then  in  Massachusetts.  In  1862  the  town  of  Paw- 
tucket was  annexed  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  in  1864 
he  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society. 
He  was  chosen  its  President  in  1872,  and  re-elected  in  1873.  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Censors  from  1878  to  1SS4. 

During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  he  volunteered  under  the 
call  for  three  months  troops,  and  served  as  Surgeon  in  the  Ninth 
Regiment  Rhode  Island  Volunteers.  Here  he  manifested  such 
ability  that  he  was  solicited  to  take  a  similar  position  in  a  three 
years  regiment,  but  the  remonstrances  of  his  friends  and  patients 
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were  so  strong  that  he  declined  the  flattering  offer.  Returning 
to  his  practice  he  devoted  himself  to  its  exacting  duties  for  the 
twenty-five  years  and  more  of  mortal  being  that  were  allotted 
him  after  his  surgeon's  experience  in  the  war.  As  a  physician 
Dr.  Morton  achieved  more  than  ordinary  success.  He  had  not 
only  professional  skill,  but  such  kindly  feeling  and  true  sympa- 
thy as  brought  him  into  close  relations  of  friendship  with  many 
of  those  to  whom  he  ministered  when  suffering  by  the  ills  to 
which  flesh  is  heir.  Dr.  Morton  was  possessed  of  qualities  of 
mind  and  character  which  were  neither  understood  nor  appre- 
ciated by  those  who  were  not  intimately  acquainted  with  him. 
He  was  of  a  highly  sensitive  nature,  which  sometimes  led  him 
to  fancy  slights  or  offence  where  none  were  intended,  and  while 
he  sought  favors  from  none,  he  was  most  scrupulous  in  claiming 
and  maintaining  what  he  deemed  to  be  his  rights,  and  in  sup- 
porting his  opinions.  But  he  was  equally  as  ready  to  acknowl- 
edge the  claims  and  respect  the  opinions  of  others,  even  if  they 
differed  from  his  own  ideas.  He  was  always  ready  to  give  a 
reason  for  any  opinion  he  might  hold,  and  though  slow  to  form 
or  announce  his  decision  on  matters  of  importance,  yet  when 
he  had,  after  investigation,  decided  any  question,  he  clung  to  it 
most  tenaciously.  He  seemed  to  those  whose  acquaintance 
with  him  was  slight  to  be  somewhat  stern  and  forbidding  in  his 
manners,  but  those  who  had  been  admitted  to  his  confidence 
and  friendship  know  how  true  a  heart  beat  within  his  bosom, 
and  how  sympathising  and  tender  he  really  was. 

In  1857  he  married  Mary  Jane  Johnson,  of  Woodstock,  Vt. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  one  son.  Dr.  Morton  was  very 
fond  of  his  home,  and  those  who  were  admitted  to  its  sacred 
precincts  learned  how  pleasant  it  was.    Here  he  was  at  his  best. 

He  was  initiated  into  Freemasonry,  in  Union  Lodge,  No.  10, 
Pawtucket,  November  9,  1S59,  and  received  the  two  following 
degrees  in  due  course.  He  at  once  took  a  great  interest  in  the 
work,  and  was  elected  Senior  Deacon,  November  6,  1861  ;  after 
serving  in  this  position  two  years  he  was  elected  Senior  Warden, 
and  one  year  later,  November  2,  1S64,  he  was  elected  Worship- 
ful Master,  which  office  he  filled  two  years.  With  our  late  Wor- 
shipful Brother  George  A.  French,  who  preceded  him  as  Master, 
and  some  others,  he  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  obtain  the  cor- 
rect work,  and  visited  Providence  many  times  to  confer  with  the 
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best  posted  Masons,  among  them  Father  Hutchison  and  Wor- 
shipful William  Field,  from  whose  lips  they  learned  the  work 
and  lectures  of  the  three  degrees,  and  under  their  superintend- 
ence Union  Lodge  obtained  a  reputation  for  correctness  in  the 
work  that  has  never  been  lost. 

Brother  Morton  received  the  Capitular  degrees  in  Providence 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  i,  but  never  held  any  office  in  Capitu- 
lar Masonry.  He  was  created  a  Knight  of  the  Red  Cross  in 
Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery,  September  23,  1870,  received  the 
order  of  Knight  Templar  September  28,  and  that  of  Knight  of 
Malta  on  the  3d  of  October  following. 

Cpon  becoming  a  member  of  Grand  Lodge  he  soon  took  a 
prominent  position,  as  he  was  always  present  at  its  communica- 
tions, and  participated  in  its  business.  He  was  elected  Deputy 
Grand  Master  in  the  years  1865,  1868,  1869,  1870,  187 1,  and  in 
1872  was  chosen  M.\  \V.\  Grand  Master.  Although  his  term  of 
service  in  this  highest  office  covered  but  'one  year,  it  was  suffi- 
cient to  show  the  personality  of  the  man.  He  was  called  upon 
to  pass  upon  some  difficult  questions  and  deal  with  several  mat- 
ters of  a  complicated  nature.  In  all  such  dealings  he  gave 
proof  of  ability  and  of  the  fact  that  he  was  positive  and  clear 
in  affirming  his  convictions.  The  demands  of  the  office  of 
Grand  Master  upon  his  time  were  so  great  as  to  preclude  his 
consenting  to  be  a  candidate  for  a  second  term. 

His  eulogist  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  Bro.  Freeman,  thus  de- 
scribes the  mortal  release  which  came  to  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  : 

"  He  was  conscious  for  several  years  that  he  had  a  disease  that  might  at  any 
moment  cut  short  his  life,  but  this  consciousness  never  manifested  itself  in  his 
outward  demeanor  ;  he  did  not  permit  it  to  interfere  with  his  duty  to  his  family 
or  others.  A  few  friends  he  had  told  of  his  condition,  and  that  he  was  aware 
that  he  could  not  battle  with  his  disease  much  longer  ;  still  he  wore  the  same 
pleasant  smile,  he  gave  the  same  kindly  greeting,  he  took  the  same  interest  in 
all  that  concerned  his  friends  as  ever.  He  kept  about  his  chosen  work  till  the 
very  last,  and  died  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  In  the  early  gray  of  that  au- 
tumn morning,  when  the  silent  messenger  came  he  found  one  as  calm  as  himself  ; 
one  who  shrank  not  from  the  ordeal  ;  one  who.  though  neither  wife,  nor  son,  nor 
intimate  friend  was  near  to  support  and  comfort,  yet  bravely  received  the  mes- 
senger as  one  sent  to  convey  him  from  this  imperfect  Lodge  below  to  the  all  per- 
fect, glorious  and  celestial  l  odge  above,  where  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the 
I  ni verse  presides,  leaving  behind  him  to  those  who  were  privileged  to  know  the 
man  as  he  was.  exceedingly  precious  memories." 
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NICHOLAS  VAN  SLYCK. 

Nicholas  Van  Slyck  was  born  in  the  village  of  White 
Plains,  near  Kinderhook,  N.  YM  July  28,  1829,  and  died  in  Prov- 
idence, March  3,  1892.  His  father,  Hugh  Van  Slyck,  was  a 
prominent  citizen  in  the  Kinderhook  region,  where  his  ancestors 
had  resided  for  many  generations. 

Nicholas  was  a  lad  of  energy  and  application,  affording  a 
good  illustration  of  the  proverb,  "the  boy  is  father  of  the  man." 
After  completing  his  elementary  studies  in  the  "district  school," 
he  entered  "  Kinderhook  Academy,"  and  under  the  able  instruc- 
tion of  his  teacher  and  principal,  Silas  Metcalf,  pursued  an  ad- 
vanced course  of  study  in  the  classics  and  mathematics,  prepar- 
atory to  a  collegiate  life.  In  the  fall  of  1846,  he  entered  the 
sophomore  class- of  Williams  College,  from  which  he  graduated 
three  years  later. 

In  accordance  with  his  father's  desires,  he  entered  upon  the 
study  of  medicine,  but  having  no  fondness  for  that  profession, 
soon  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of  law.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  at  Albany,  in  1850,  and  practiced  as  a  lawyer  for  five 
years  in  New  York  city.  He  came  to  Providence  in  1855 
and  this  city  was  thenceforth  his  home  until  the  time  of  his 
death.  Shortly  after  taking  up  his  residence  in  Providence  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  George  H.  Browne,  and  this  part- 
nership continued  until  the  death  of  Col.  Browne,  in  1885.  Af- 
terwards the  subject  of  this  sketch  associated  with  himself  in 
his  extensive  law  business,  his  son,  Cyrus  M.  Van  Slyck. 

As  a  lawyer  the  brother  of  whom  we  write,  held  high  rank. 
He  was  quick  to  discern  the  weak  and  the  strong  points  in  any 
case  with  which  he  was  connected.  He  had  tact,  as  well  as 
mental  force  and  legal  ability,  and  an  eloquent  power  of  speech 
that  counted  for  much  before  jurors  and  in  the  public  assembly. 
The  esteem  in  which  he  was  regarded  professionally  was  strik- 
ingly illustrated  by  his  long  term  of  service  as  City  Solicitor, 
commencing  in  the  year  1874  and  continuing  until  his  decease, 
being  annually  elected  to  this  important  office  by  a  body  com- 
posed very  largely  of  his  political  opponents.  During  these 
years,  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city,  the  undertaking  of  many 
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material  improvements  by  the  City  Government,  and  the  dis- 
cussion and  settlement  of  various  complicated  questions,  taxed 
his  resources  severely,  but  he  was  always  found  equal  to  the 
demand,  and  to  his  vigilant  care  of  municipal  interests  and  wise 
judgment,  the  city  of  Providence  is  greatly  indebted. 

He  was  Colonel  of  the  Providence  Artillery  in  1858,  and  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  went  to  the  front  as  Captain 
of  Co.  B,  First  Regiment  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  returning 
with  it  at  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  service.  He  aided  in. 
organizing  the  Ninth  Rhode  Island  Regiment  of  Volunteers, 
and  was  appointed  as  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  same,  but  was  never 
mustered  in  on  his  commission.  His  patriotic  ardor  would  have 
taken  him  to  the  front  and  kept  him  there,  had  not  imperative 
domestic  reasons  held  him  back. 

He  had  interest  in  public  affairs  and  was  frequently  called  to 
serve  his  fellow  citizens  in  important  positions.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council,  Providence,  from  1870  to 
1874,  serving  the  last  of  the  two  years  thus  designated  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  body.  He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
School  Commitee,  being  its  presiding  officer  for  thirteen  years. 
He  was  a  representative  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island  in  1861,  1862  and  1875. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  Provi- 
dence, October  6,  1857,  being  its  first  initiate,  and  was  elected 
Junior  Warden  in  1859,  Senior  Warden  in  i860,  Worshipful 
Master  in  1861.  He  filled  the  office  of  Deputy  Grand  Master 
in  1864  and  again  in  1872,  and  was  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  for  the  four  years,  1873-1876. 

He  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Providence 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  1861.  He  was  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  in  1882,  1883,  and  Grand  High  Priest  in  1884.  He  was 
created  a  Knight  of  the  Temple  in  Calvary  Commandery,  Prov- 
idence, in  1862  ;  was  Junior  Warden  in  1864,  Generalissimo  in 
1870,  and  was  elected  Eminent  Commander  in  1871,  but  declined 
to  serve,  as  he  had  been  elected  Grand  Commander  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  which 
position  he  filled  for  two  years.  He  was  chosen  Grand  Warder 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  in  1883,  Grand 
Sword  Bearer  in  1886,  Grand  Junior  Warden  in  1889.  He  was 
received  into  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  in  i860,  and  in 
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1882  was  crowned  with  the  Honorary  Thirty-third  Degree  in 
the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction. 

In  all  these  departments  of  Masonic  expression  Col.  Van 
Slyck  made  excellent  proof  of  his  possession  of  the  qualities 
of  a  noble  manhood.  He  had  the  acquisitions  of  Masonic  lore. 
He  was  familiar  with  the  work  and  practice  of  all  legitimate 
bodies.  He  was  a  Master  of  Masonic  jurisprudence.  Beyond 
all  this  enrichment  of  mind — beyond  an  attractive  presence  and 
.  a  forceful  address — he  had  the  affections  and  sensibilities  which 
brought  him  into  sympathetic  touch  with  his  brethren  and  gave 
him  a  warm  place  in  their  hearts.  He  had  the  spirit  of  frater- 
nity in  all  its  fullness,  and  his  daily  life  was  redolent  with  the 
sweetness  and  power  thus  incited.  His  presence  was  welcome 
in  any  Masonic  gathering,  and  his  words  carried  weight  because 
of  the  generous  heart  feeling  that  pervaded  them — because  of 
the  conviction  on  the  part  of  his  hearers  that  an  honest  man 
and  a  loving  brother  was  declaring  himself  by  and  through  such 
expressions.  The  present  writer,  associated  with  Col.  Van 
Slyck  for  a  long  term  of  years  in  several  Masonic  bodies,  es- 
pecially in  Templar  relations,  knows  full  well  how  great  his 
influence  was  in  these  various  organizations  and  how  nobly  it 
was  exercised  for  wise  and  benign  purposes.  In  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  in  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  he  was  a  potent  force, 
ranked  as  of  right  among  those  worthy  leaders  who  mark  the 
forward  way  of  the  illustrious  Order  of  Knights  Templars. 

In  all  relations  of  life — domestic,  social,  public,  Masonic — 
this  man  made  expression  of  a  worthy  manhood.  He  was 
genial  and  kind  hearted,  progressive  in  thought  and  purposes, 
always  disposed  to  favor  measures  looking  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community,  and  offering  helps  and  ministries  in  the  way  of  edu- 
cation or  humane  service.  He  had  Christian  faith,  and  he  lived 
and  died  sustained  by  its  grand  inspirations. 

On  March  7,  1S92.  his  funeral  was  solemnized.  Brethren  and 
friends  attended  the  family  to  Swan  Point  cemetery.  Providence, 
where  the  body  of  the  departed  Craftsman  was  committed  to 
the  embrace  of  mother  earth.  The  Masonic  ritual  was  used  in 
the  burial  service  conducted  by  the  Grand  Master  and  a  few 
chosen  brethren.  It  was  the  end  ;  and  yet  not  the  end  ;  "for 
all  that  is  real  now  remaineth,  and  fadeth  never." 
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CHARLES  R.  CUTLER. 

This  brother  was  born  in  Ballston,  Saratoga  Co.,  New  York, 
December  10,  1822.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Warren,  R.  I., 
March  26,  1889.  His  parents  were  Eli  and  Mary  (Darlan)  Cut- 
ler. He  was  of  English  descent  on  his  father's  side  and  French 
on  the  side  of  his  mother.  In  his  boyhood  he  had  but  few 
helps  and  privileges  in  the  way  of  education.  He  attended  the 
schools  in  his  native  town  for  a  little  time  and  afterwards  was 
favored  with  two  or  three  terms  in  an  academy  in  Chicago  :  but 
he  was  only  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  began  going  to  sea 
as  a  sailor,  having  just  before  that  period  removed  to  Warren, 
R.  I.,  the  place  in  which  afterwards  he  became  alike  honored 
and  influential.  Young  Cutler  was  rapidly  advanced  as  a  sailor 
and  soon  became  master  of  a  ship,  going  on  long  voyages  and 
sailing  around  the  globe  on  two  or  three  occasions. 

Captain  Cutler  retired  from  a  seafaring  life  in  1858  and  en- 
tered upon  a  manufacturing  business.  Ten  years  later  the  busi- 
ness had  become  so  successful  that  a  stock  company  was  in- 
corporated under  the  name  of  "The  Cutler  Manufacturing 
Company,"  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  appointed  as  the 
treasurer  and  manager  of  the  thriving  industry  thus  established. 
The  manufacturing  interests  with  which  he  was  identified  were 
of  important  character,  and  they  claimed  much  of  his  time  and 
attention  ;  but  he  could  not  restrict  himself  to  matters  of  merely 
personal  and  pecuniary  engagement.  He  still  gave  thought  to 
the  concerns  of  related  life.  Public  affairs  enlisted  his  atten- 
tion, and  from  time  to  time  he  answered  the  calls  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  who  desired  that  he  should  serve  them  in  important 
trusts  and  duties.  For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council  of  Warren,  and  often  the  President  of  the  Board. 
He  held  other  positions  of  responsibility,  where  he  rendered 
good  service  in  behalf  of  educational  and  material  needs.  In 
1872  he  was  elected  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Rhode  Island.  It 
may  be  said  of  him  that  in  all  these  varying  relations  by  which 
he  was  identified  with  the  public  interest,  he  made  a  clear  ex- 
pression of  those  qualities  of  character  which  belong  to  the 
expression  of  a  high-minded  and  generous  hearted  man  such 
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as  he  was.  It  is  but  a  just  tribute  to  his  resolute,  active  per- 
sonality to  affirm  that  he  made  his  life  useful  to  the  community 
among  whom  he  dwelt,  and  by  whom  he  was  deservedly  es- 
teemed. 

He  was  initiated  in  Washington  Lodge,  Warren,  R.  I.,  Novem- 
ber 3,  1863,  being  passed  and  raised  in  the  same  Lodge  one 
week  later,  November  10th.  Entering  the  organization  in  hi& 
forty-first  year,  after  his  judgment  was  fully  matured,  he  became 
actively  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Lodge  and  the  good  of 
Masonry.  He  acceptably  filled  various  offices  in  Washington 
Lodge,  and  was  elected  its  Wor.  Master  in  1867. 

He  was  exalted  to  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason,  in  Tem- 
ple Chapter,  Warren,  Jan.  25,  1865.  He  was  elected  High  Priest 
of  the  Chapter  in  1869,  and  retained  the  office  several  years. 
He  served  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  as  Grand  Scribe 
during  the  years  of  1869-70. 

He  received  the  Cryptic  Degrees  in  Webb  Council  of  Warren, 
May  2,  1865.  He  was  elected  Master  of  the  Council  in  1869, 
and  in  the  same  year  was  called  to  the  head  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  Rhode  Island. 

He  was  made  a  Knight  Templar  in  St.  John's  Commandery, 
Providence,  April  30,  1866.  He  held  no  official  positions  in 
this  branch  of  the  Masonic  organization. 

Bro.  Cutler's  first  appearance  as  an  officer  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  was  in  1867,  he  having  been  appointed 
Grand  Pursuivant  in  that  year.  He  afterwards  held  the  office 
of  Grand  Sword  Bearer  for  several  years.  At  the  annual  com- 
munication in  1872  he  was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden,  and 
held  that  position  for  two  years,  when  he  was  appointed  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  serving  for  one  year.  On  the  21st  of  May,  1877, 
he  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  the  year  following  was  re- 
elected with  great  unanimity.  His  administration  as  Grand 
Master  was  exceedingly  popular.  Notwithstanding  the  engross- 
ing cares  of  his  business,  he  found  ample  time  to  attend  to  the 
duties  of  the  exalted  office  he  had  been  called  to  fill.  He  ever 
counselled  his  brethren  to  harmony  and  good  works  ;  and  in  his 
government  of  the  Craft  he  made  a  clear  showing  of  his  own 
high  appreciation  of  the  principles  and  privileges  of  Freema- 
sonry. 

The  funeral  of  this  zealous  and  honored  Craftsman,  solemn- 
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ized  at  Warren,  March  30,  1889,  was  attended  by  a  large  con- 
course of  people,  including  many  members  of  the  Fraternity. 
St.  John's  Commandery,  No.  1,  of  Providence,  was  present,  and 
performed,  at  the  house,  the  Templar  burial  service  over  the 
body  of  the  deceased.  Rev.  W.  N.  Ackley,  Grand  Master,  con- 
ducted the  final  Masonic  service  at  the  cemetery,  in  the  presence 
of  the  family  and  a  large  number  of  spectators,  besides  Tem- 
plars and  Craftsmen.  Thus  all  that  was  mortal  of  a  zealous 
and  true  Mason,  a  noble  and  generous  man,  was  laid  away  in  the 
grave,  the  prayer  of  faith,  as  it  was  chanted  by  the  Masonic 
choir  and  participated  in  by  all  hearts,  being 

"  htcrnal  rest  grant  unto  him,  O  Lord  ; 
And  let  light  perpetual  shine  upon  him." 

The  eulogist  of  Bro.  Cutler  in  Grand  Lodge,  Past  Grand 
Master  Lyman  Klapp,  in  summing  up  the  character  of  the  de- 
ceased said  of  him,  most  truthfully,  that  he  was  "a  type  of  the 
ideal  American  citizen."  In  home  and  social  life  he  revealed 
the  excellent  traits  of  a  virtuous  heart  and  pure  affections  ;  and 
his  intercourse  with  the  world  was  marked  by  sterling  and  un- 
compromising honesty,  which  made  him  a  valuable  friend,  and 
enabled  him  to  sturdily  defend  himself  against  imposition  or  at- 
tempted oppression.  Having  been  taught  by  adversity  the  true 
uses  of  worldly  prosperity,  he  was  ever  ready  to  contribute  to 
the  relief  of  others.  He  was  actuated  by  the  essential  princi- 
ples of  Freemasonry  in  his  every  day  conduct,  and  he  deserves 
to  be  remembered  as  a  worthy  exponent  of  precepts  and  truths 
which  are  fundamental  in  the  Institution. 
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EDWARD  L.  FREEMAN. 

It  hardly  seems  possible  that  the  brother  whose  name  is 
placed  at  the  head  of  this  page  is  the  senior  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
ters of  Rhode  Island  now  living  in  mortal  form.  He  has  not 
by  any  means  entered  the  limits  of  old  age,  and  he  was  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island  no  longer  ago  than  i88r, 
yet  they  who  held  the  same  office  before  him  have  all  passed  on 
Jo  the  land  of  the  immortals. 

In  writing  of  one  who  is  still  active  in  business,  in  public 
affairs,  and  in  Freemasonry,  there  is  perhaps  less  requirement 
for  fullness  of  details  than  in  the  case  of  others  who  have  fin- 
ished their  work  on  earth.  The  following  facts  relative  to  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  notice  are  gathered  from  several 
sources — in  part  from  the  Biographical  Cyclopaedia  of  Repre- 
sentative Men  of  Rhode  Island,  published  a  few  years  ago. 

Edward  I..  Freeman  was  born  in  Waterville,  Maine,  Septem- 
ber 10,  1835.  He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Edward  and  Harriet  E. 
(Colburn)  Freeman.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Mendon.  Mas- 
sachusetts, born  in  April,  1806  ;  he  was  educated  at  Brown 
University,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1833.  Soon  after  his 
graduation  he  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  Church  and 
removed  to  Waterville,  Maine.  He  was  afterwards  settled  over 
the  Baptist  Church  at  Oldtown,  Maine,  from  which  place  he  re- 
moved to  Camden,  Maine,  where  he  resided,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  year,  until  his  death  in  1882.  The  mother  of 
Edward  L.  was  born  in  West  Dedham,  Mass.,  in  1815.  She 
graduated  from  the  High  School  at  Medfield,  and  afterwards 
engaged  in  teaching  French  and  Latin  in  which  she  was  spe- 
cially proficient.    She  died  in  June,  1852. 

Edward  was  the  eldest  of  ten  children.  He  was  personally 
taught  by  his  father  and  thus  fitted  for  College  at  an  early  age. 
He  was  not,  however,  attracted  to  a  College  course  of  study, 
and  chose  rather  to  learn  the  art  of  printing  under  Mr.  A.  W. 
Pearce,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  to  whom  he  was  apprenticed.  After 
acquiring  a  good  knowledge  of  the  vocation  to  which  he  was 
so  strongly  inclined,  he  entered  into  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
Hammond,  Angell  \  Co.,  Providence,  with  whom  he  remained 
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for  several  years,  holding  the  position  of  partner  in  the  firm 
during  the  last  two  years  of  his  connection.  He  then  sold  out 
his  interest  and  commenced  business  in  Central  Falls,  where  he 
succeeded  in  building  up  a  large  business,  including  all  depart- 
ments of  printing.  In  1869  he  began  the  publication  of  a 
weekly  newspaper,  which  he  continued  to  edit  and  publish  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  1S73  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
John  E.  Goldsworthy,  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  business, 
under  the  firm  name  of  E.  L.  Freeman  &  Co.,  until  1886,  when 
Mr.  Goldsworthy  retired,  his  interest  being  taken  by  Wm,  C. 
Freeman,  since  which  time  the  business  has  been  conducted 
under  the  designation  of  E.  L.  Freeman  &  Son. 

In  1880  E.  L.  Freeman  &  Co.  purchased  the  book  and  sta- 
tionery establishment  of  Messrs.  Valpey,  Angell  \*  Co.,  at  3 
Westminster  St.,  Providence,  where  the  present  firm,  Messrs. 
E.  L.  Freeman  &  Son,  is  still  located.  The  printing  establish- 
ment has  been  maintained  at  Central  Falls.  The  firm  have  had 
the  State  printing  in  charge  for  a  number  of  years.  They  are 
the  publishers  of  the  Freemasons  Repository. 

Edward  L.  Freeman  has  an  excellent  reputation  for  activity, 
persistence,  and  business  ability.  He  holds  many  positions  of 
financial  trust  and  responsibility.  His  interest  in  public  affairs 
has  caused  him  frequently  to  the  discharge  of  official  duties  to 
which  he  has  been  called  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  for  some 
twenty  years.  During  two  years  he  was  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  At  the  time  of  this  writing  he  is  a  member 
of  the  State  Senate  from  the  town  of  Lincoln.  His  influence 
as  a  legislator  has  been  clearly  manifested  during  all  these 
years.  He  is  a  strong  partisan,  yet  broad  and  generous  in  deal- 
ing with  important  questions  bearing  upon  the  honor  and  pros- 
perity of  the  State. 

He  has  also  found  time  to  give  some  attention  to  military 
affairs.  In  1861  he  became  a  member  of  the  Union  Guard  of 
Central  Falls,  and  was  gradually  promoted  from  the  ranks  to 
the  office  of  Colonel,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until,  by  a  new 
militia  law  enacted,  the  organization  was  broken  up. 

He  has  been  active  and  devoted  to  matters  of  public  welfare, 
giving  his  aid  to  educational  movements  and  the  various  efforts 
wisely  put  forth  in  behalf  of  morals  and  religion.    He  joined 
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the  Central  Falls  Congregational  Church  in  1855,  and  has  since- 
been  an  earnest  and  helpful  member  of  that  organization.  For 
several  years  he  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School' 
connected  with  that  church,  rendering  a  painstaking  and  con- 
stant service  in  that  department. 

He  married,  November  10,  1858,  Kmma  K  Brown,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Margaret  Brown,  of  Central  Falls.  They  have 
had  seven  children,  five  of  whom,  three  sons  and  two  daughters,, 
are  still  living. 

The  Masonic  career  of  Bro.  Freeman  is  as  follows  :  He  was 
initiated  into  Freemasonry  May  18,  Crafted  June  1,  and  Raised 
June  15,  1864,  in  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  No- 
vember 2,  1864,  he  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Lodge,  serving 
one  year.  November  1,  1865,  he  was  elected  Senior  Deacon, 
serving  two  years.  November  6,  1867,  he  was  elected  Senior 
Warden,  and  November  4,  1868,  he  was  elected  Worshipful 
Master,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  two  years. 

May  19,  1873,  he  was  appointed  Second  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  serving  for  two  years.  May  17,  1875,  he  was 
appointed  Deputy  Grand  Master,  holding  the  office  by  appoint- 
ment for  four  consecutive  years.  He  was  elected  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master  May  19,  1879  ;  was  re-elected  the  following 
year,  and  both  times  with  great  unanimity.  He  declined  to  be 
a  candidate  for  a  third  term. 

In  Capitular  Masonry  he  has  been  active  and  honored.  He 
was  exalted  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Pawtucket  Chapter,  May 
17,  1865.  In  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  he  has  held 
several  important  positions.  He  was  Grand  High  Priest  during 
the  years  1885-86. 

He  was  Knighted  in  Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery,  No.  8, 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  receiving  the  Red  Cross,  November  3,  and  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  and  Malta,  December  1,  1865.  He  was 
acting  Junior  Warden  from  January  26  to  October  2,  1866,  when 
he  was  elected  Senior  Warden,  serving  as  such  one  year.  Octo- 
ber 1,  1867,  he  was  elected  Generalissimo,  serving  three  years, 
and  October  4,  1870,  he  was  elected  Eminent  Commander,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  three  years. 

He  was  appointed  Grand  Lecturer  in  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  October  27,  1871,  and  held 
the  office  for  eight  consecutive   years,  when  he   was  elected 
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Grand  Junior  Warden,  October,  1879,  and  Grand  Senior  Warden 
in  October,  1880.  He  was  elected  Grand  Captain  General  in 
1886,  Grand  Generalissimo  in  1887,  Deputy  Grand  Commander 
in  1888,  and  Grand  Commander  in  1889.  His  administration 
of  Grand  Commandery  interests  covered  a  year  of  exceptional 
importance,  including,  as  it  did,  the  Triennial  Conclave  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  at  Washington,  D.  C,  which  was  attended 
and  its  doings  participated  in  by  Grand  Commander  Freeman. 
He  has  also  taken  the  Cryptic  degrees  and  those  of  the  Scottish 
Rite. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  has  been  a  working  member  of  the 
several  Masonic  bodies  with  which  he  has  been  associated.  He 
has  never  grown  weary  in  well  doing.  The  accuracy  of  his  in- 
formation respecting  the  details  of  the  different  ceremonies,  and 
all  matters  of  ritual,  have  given  him  a  deservedly  high  rank 
among  those  who  may  be  named  teachers  and  leaders  of  the 
Craft  in  Rhode  Island.  By  reason  of  his  character  and  accom- 
plishments, he  has  won  a  prominent  place  in  the  Masonic  ranks 
and  obtained  many  deserved  tokens  of  the  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held  by  his  Brethren.  He  is  still  active  and  interested  in  all 
that  concerns  Masonic  progress;  and  is  always  ready  to  co- 
operate in  measures  to  help  the  Institution  to  an  increase  of 
prosperity  and  usefulness. 
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THOMAS  VINCENT. 

It  was  at  Pawcatuck,  in  the  town  of  Stonington,  Connecticut, 
that  Thomas  Vincent  was  born,  April  7,  1837.  His  father's 
name  was  Thomas  Hinckly  Vincent,  and  his  mother's  name  be- 
fore marriage  was  Lydia  Chesebrough  Bradford. 

In  1838  his  parents  removed  to  Weste  *  "ne  of  the  historic 
towns  of  Rhode  Island,  and  a  part  of  .  -  .nal  tract  of  Mis- 
quamicut  occupied  by  a  tribe  of  Indians  named  the  Niantics, 
of  whom  many  favorable  things  are  said  in  the  ancient  chroni- 
cles. Tradition  makes  the  first  white  settlement  at  Westerly  to 
have  antedated  that  of  Providence,  but  historic  authority  is 
wanting  to  support  this  claim.  It  was  not  until  1660  that  Mis- 
quamicut  was  ceded  by  the  Indians  to  white  men,  and  not  until 
several  years  afterwards,  in  1669,  that  the  town  of  Westerly  was 
incorporated.  This  town,  situated  on  the  border  line  between 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  has  made  a  good  record  of  en- 
terprise, thrift  and  progress.  It  has  been  the  birthplace  and 
home  of  many  notable  men,  and  its  earlier  and  later  history  is 
luminous  because  of  the  general  good  character  of  its  citizen- 
ship. 

To  this  town  came  the  subject  of  this  sketch  when  but  an 
infant,  and  there  he  has  resided  for  most  of  the  time  since.  He 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Westerly  until  well  prepared  for 
an  advanced  course,  when  he  entered  Alfred  University,  located 
at  Alfred  Centre,  Alleghany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  obtained  a 
good  proficiency  in  the  various  branches  of  academical  study. 
Afterwards,  for  a  number  of  years,  he  was  engaged  in  teaching 
school,  in  which  vocation  he  was  successful  to  a  more  than  ordi- 
nary degree.  The  work  of  teaching,  however,  was  not  alto- 
gether to  his  liking,  and  therefore  he  sought  for  a  business 
engagement.  For  several  years  he  was  employed  as  book- 
keeper and  in  other  clerical  pursuits.  He  had  acquired  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  so  that  in  1876, 
he  was  elected  Trial  Justice  of  the  Justice  Court  of  Westerly, 
an  office  the  duties  of  which  he  continued  to  discharge  to  the 
general  satisfaction  for  nearly  six  years.  In  May,  1882,  he  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  Niantic 
Savings  Hank,  of  Westerly,  and  held  that  position  until  the  dis- 
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abilities  consequent  upon  his  severe  and  long  continued  illness 
compelled  his  resignation  of  its  duties.  In  private  and  public 
station  alike  he  has  given  proof  of  ability,  diligence  and  good 
sense,  united  with  those  moral  qualities  that  distinguish  a  virtu- 
ous character  and  a  true  life.  The  Masonic  career  of  Bro.  Vin- 
cent may  be  brieflv  traced  as  follows  : 

He  was  initiated  in  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  20,  Westerly,  Novem- 
ber 14,  1867,  receiving  the  degrees  of  Fellow  Craft  and  Master 
Mason  the  next  week.  He  was  elected  Junior  Deacon  of  the 
Lodge,  January  12,  1869,  from  which  office  he  was  advanced  to 
that  of  Master,  January  17,  1870.  He  held  the  last  named  office 
two  years.  He  has  also  served  his  home  Lodge  as  Treasurer 
and  in  other  positions. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island, 
held  May  20,  1872,  he  was  appointed  Grand  Sword  Bearer.  In 
1873  he  served  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master.  In  1874  he 
was  elected  Senior  Grand  Warden,  and  held  that  office  for  five 
successive  years.  In  1879  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  and  re-appointed  three  successive  years.  In  1881  he 
was  elected  Grand  Master  and  re-elected  in  1882.  He  received 
the  degrees  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Palmer  Chapter,  No.  28, 
meeting  in  Westerly,  R.  L,  but  working  under  a  charter  from 
Connecticut ;  being  Exalted  January  11,  1869.  He  was  elected 
Grand  High  Priest  April  4,  1870,  and  re-elected  the  ensuing 
year. 

Bro.  Vincent,  during  all  the  years  of  his  health  and  activity, 
was  an  efficient  promoter  of  the  interests  of  Freemasonry.  He 
justly  secured  the  confidence  of  his  brethren  by  a  faithful  per- 
formance of  each  and  every  service  to  which  he  was  called. 
He  was  a  devoted,  upright  Craftsman,  who  never  shirked  Ma- 
sonic duty.  Thus  he  gained  friends,  and  received  the  well 
merited  meed  of  honorable  appreciation  at  the  hands  of  the 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  who  elected  him 
to  the  office  of  Grand  Master  almost  unanimously. 

The  physical  limitations  to  which  he  has  been  long  and  pain- 
fully subjected,  have  debarred  him  from  intercourse  with  his 
*  Masonic  brethren  ;  but  in  his  "shut  in'*  condition,  he  yet  holds 
securely  the  kindly  feeling  and  sincere  respect  of  all  those  with 
whom  he  walked  and  wrought  under  the  benign  auspices  of  our 
cherished  Fraternity. 


Digitized  by  Google 


344 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


LYMAN  KLAPP. 

Lyman  Klafp  was  born  in  the  town  of  Westhampton,  Mass., 
July  16,  1827.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Sept. 
27,  1889.  He  was  the  son  of  Bela  Parsons  and  Cynthia  (Carr) 
Clapp,  and  a  descendant  of  Captain  Roger  Clap,  of  Salcombs 
Regis,  Devonshire,  England,  who  came  to  New  England  in  1630. 

The  family  name,  variously  spelled  in  the  old  English  annals, 
is  Saxon,  and  can  be  traced  back  to  the  time  of  Edward  the 
Confessor. 

Captain  Roger  Clap's  life,  after  his  arrival  in  this  country, 
was  a  busy  and  eventful  one.  His  integrity,  ability  and  energy 
of  character  were  acknowledged  by  the  colony,  and  during  his 
long  life,  he  was  called  to  fill  many  important  civil  and  ecclesias- 
tical offices.  In  1665  the  General  Court  placed  him  in  command 
of  "The  Castle"  in  Boston  harbor,  the  chief  fortress  of  the 
Province — now  Fort  Independence,  which  post  of  peculiar  trust 
and  honor,  he  held  for  twenty-one  years. 

He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  At  his  funeral  the  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
preceded  the  body  to  King's  Chapel  Cemetery,  Boston,  the  Gov- 
ernor and  General  Court  following  the  family  as  mourners. 

Bela  P.  Clapp,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
notice,  was  born  in  Westhampton  and  received  his  education  at 
Westfield  Academy.  He  occupied  many  positions  of  honor, 
trust  and  responsibility  in  his  native  town  and  county.  He  was, 
as  was  also  his  father,  Sylvanus  Clapp,  chosen  Representative 
to  the  State  Legislature  for  many  successive  years,  sometimes 
by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Lyman  Klapp  devoted  his  early  life  to  the  study  of  chemistry, 
and  for  some  years  was  a  student  in  the  laboratory  of  Mr. 
Edward  N.  Kent,  New  York.  In  1853,  he  sailed  for  the  east 
coast  of  Africa,  with  the  intention  of  making  a  journey  into 
the  interior  of  that  continent.  While  stopping  at  Cape  Town, 
South  Africa,  he  perfected  his  arrangements  to  meet  the  cele-  * 
brated  African  traveller,  Dr.  Livingstone,  who  was  then  explor- 
ing the  region  opposite  Mozambique.  But  upon  arriving  at  the 
port  of   Mozambique,  owing  to  the  wars  between  the  coast 
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tribes,  it  was  impossible  to  penetrate  into  the  interior,  and  after 
remaining  upon  the  coast  several  months,  which  time  he  spent 
in  studying  the  productions  of  the '  countries  adjacent  to  the 
coast,  and  the  customs,  laws  and  traditions  of  the  native  inhab- 
itants of  that  region,  he  reluctantly  returned  to  the  United 
States. 

After  his  return  he  became  interested  in  a  series  of  experi- 
ments designed  to  determine  the  best  methods  of  extracting  oil 
from  the  sesame  seed,  at  that  time  exported  in  large  quantities 
to  France.  It  was  the  result  of  his  investigation  which  gave 
to  this  country  and  to  the  world,  a  new  and  important  industry. 
He  not  only  devised  methods  but  also  invented  the  machinery 
necessary  for  the  materialization  of  those  methods  in  practical 
commercial  results,  and  these  inventions  are  so  peculiarly  his 
own  that  his  manufacture  and  refinement  were  the  first  success- 
ful attempts  to  extract  and  refine  oil  from  the  seed  of  upland 
cotton. 

With  the  aid  of  outside  capital  he  established  the  LTnion  Oil 
Company  in  Providence,  with  which  he  was  connected  and  to 
which  he  gave  the  best  part  of  his  business  energy,  until  the 
■day  of  his  death,  and  which  under  his  management  became  a 
controlling  factor  in  the  cotton  oil  industry.  This  business 
claimed  the  most  of  his  time  and  attention,  yet  he  responded 
frequently  to  outside  demands  that  came  from  those  who  desired 
to  utilize  his  good  judgment  and  business  abilities  in  enterprises 
with  which  they  were  connected. 

Bro.  Klapp  was  made  a  Mason  in  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  Paw- 
tucket,  June  15,  1853.  In  1857  he  dimitted  from  Union  Lodge 
and  became  one  of  the  Charter  members  of  What  Cheer  Lodge, 
Providence,  organized  that  year.  He  was  the  first  Senior  War- 
den and  second  Wor.  Master  of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21. 

He  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Providence 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  1,  in  1855,  and  the  Cryptic  degrees  in 
Providence  Council,  No.  1,  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters.  He 
received  the  orders  of  Knighthood  in  1857  in  St.  John's  Com- 
mandery,  No.  1,  and  dimitted  to  become  a  Charter  member  of 
Calvary  Commandery,  No.  13.  Upon  an  establishment  of  An- 
cient and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  bodies  in  Providence,  in  i860, 
he  received  the  degrees  therein  conferred.  In  i860  he  was 
elected  High  Priest  of  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  in 
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1862,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

He  was  appointed  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island  by  Grand  Master  Thomas  Vincent,  May  15, 
1882.  He  served  in  that  office  two  years,  when  he  was  elected 
to  the  highest  office.  He  held  the  office  of  Grand  Master  for 
three  terms — from  May,  1883  to  May,  1886.  He  laid  the  corner 
stone  of  the  Burnside  Memorial  in  Bristol  in  September,  1883, 
and  the  corner  stone  of  Freemasons  Hall  in  Providence,  June 
7,  1884,  and  February  3,  1886,  dedicated  the  Masonic  rooms  in 
the  same  building.  The  two  latter  events  serve  specially  to 
connect  his  name  and  services  with  Freemasonry  in  Rhode 
Island.  His  administration  was  intelligent,  positive  yet  cath- 
olic, and  well  calculated  to  exert,  as  the  present  writer  believes 
it  did,  a  wholesome,  uplifting  influence  upon  the  Craftsmen  in 
the  jurisdiction. 

Bro.  Klapp  was  a  devout  Christian  and  ardently  attached  to 
the  polity  and  faith  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  love  for 
Freemasonry,  strong  and  ardent  as  it  showed  itself,  was  yet  held 
subordinate  to  his  love  for  the  Christian  Church.  When  the 
end  came,  suddenly  at  the  last,  but  not  unlooked  for,  as  he  had 
full  knowledge  for  years  that  the  disease  which  had  fastened 
upon  him,  might  result  fatally  at  any  moment,  it  found  a  strong 
believer  ready  to  cross  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  be- 
cause he  trusted  in  Christ  and  had  hope  in  the  life  immortal. 

His  funeral  was  solemnized  October  1,  in  Saint  Stephen's 
Church,  Providence.  The  services  consisted  of  the  Burial  Office 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  said  by  the  rector,  Rev.  Bro.  George 
McClellan  Fiske,  S.  T.  D.,  and  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Eu- 
charist by  the  Bishop  of  Fond  du  Lac,  assisted  by  the  rector 
and  the  Rev.  Walter  Gardner.  There  were  no  Masonic  services 
at  the  burial,  the  wishes  of  the  brother  being  followed  in  this 
respect.  Many  brethren  and  friends  were  present  at  the  church, 
however,  and  at  the  place  where  the  mortal  remains  of  the 
worthy  brother  were  laid  away.  The  Grand  Lodge,  at  its  an- 
nual communication,  May  19,  1890,  received  a  fitting  eulogy 
upon  the  character  of  the  deceased,  prepared  by  Bros.  N.  Van 
Slyck,  Cyrus  Van  Slyck  and  W.  B.  Bland ing,  and  approved  the 
same  and  ordered  the  memorial  to  be  transmitted  to  the  family 

- 

of  Bro.  Klapp. 
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NEWTON  D.  ARNOLD. 

Newton  D.  Arnold  was  born  in  Millville,  Mass.,  December 
8,  1843.  His  parents  were  William  Buffum  and  Matilda  (Darl- 
ing) Arnold.  He  traces  his  descent  to  Thomas  Arnold  of  Ches- 
albourne,  Dorset  County,  England,  who  came  to  Massachusetts 
in  1635. 

The  early  life  of  the  brother  was  pleasant  and  uneventful. 
He  had  the  benefits  of  wholesome  influences  at  home  and  pro- 
fited by  attendance  upon  the  public  schools.  His  inclinations 
led  him  to  business  pursuits  in  which  he  has  been  active  and 
successful.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the  Rumford 
Chemical  Works  for  many  years,  in  which  capacity  he  has  given 
proof  of  business  sagacity  and  good  judgment,  united  with  a 
careful  attention  to  all  matters  of  detail  connected  with  the 
direction  of  so  important  a  manufacturing  establishment.  His 
identification  with  the  Rumford  Chemical  Works  has  brought 
him  into  contact  with  other  material  interests  in  Providence  and 
elsewhere,  and  given  him  frequent  opportunities  of  responsible 
service  in  connection  therewith. 

In  society,  as  in  business  associations,  he  has  become  favor- 
ably known,  being  held  in  deservedly  high  regard  for  those 
graces  and  virtues  which  are  most  attractive  in  human  charac- 
ter. In  all  the  interests  of  related  life  he  has  made  a  good 
showing  of  manly  and  sympathetic  qualities,  thus  coming  to  be 
regarded  as  a  true  friend  and  a  worthy  citizen. 

In  Freemasonry  Bro.  Arnold  has  filled  a  place  of  broad  influ- 
ence and  honored  usefulness.  He  has  been  active  and  promi- 
nent in  several  departments  of  the  organization,  as  is  shown  by 
the  following  statement : 

He  was  made  a  Master  Mason  February  13,  1865,  in  Saint 
John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  Providence,  R.  I.  He  held  various  offices 
in  that  body,  among  others  that  of  Secretary,  the  duties  of 
which  he  performed  with  great  acceptance.  He  was  elected 
Worshipful  Master  of  the  Lodge  December  23,  1874,  and  served 
one  year.  At  the  annual  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island,  held  May  21,  1883,  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Grand 
Master  ;  one  year  later  he  was  elected  Grand  Master  ;  he  served 
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one  year,  and  declined  a  re-election.  He  received  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree  October  26,  1865,  in  Providence  Chapter,  in  which 
he  has  since  held  membership.  He  received  the  degrees  of  the 
Cryptic  Rite  on  January  12,  1866,  in  Providence  Council.  He 
received  the  order  of  Knight  Templar,  April  23,  1866,  in  St. 
John's  Commandery,  No.  1,  of  Providence.  After  filling  lesser 
offices,  he  was  elected  Eminent  Commander,  in  December,  1877, 
and  served  one  year.  He  received  the  32d  Degree  of  the  An- 
cient Accepted  Rite,  January  20,  1869,  in  Providence  Consistory. 
He  was  honored  by  being  advanced  to  the  33  and  highest 
degree  in  the  Rite,  June  17,  1870.  On  September  20,  1882,  he 
was  made  an  active  member  of  the  Supreme  Council,  and  two 
years  later  was  elected  Deputy  for  Rhode  Island,  which  office 
he  still  retains.  He  has  discharged  the  duties  devolving  upon 
him  in  these  various  stations  with  ability  and  fidelity,  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  interested.  » 
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WILLIAM  X.  ACKLEY. 

This  brother  was  born  at  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  on  the  Con- 
necticut River,  some  fifty  or  more  years  ago.  He  passed  through 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  fitted  for  college  under 
a  private  tutor. 

He  graduated  at  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1863, 
receiving  the  degree  of  A.  M.,  three  years  later  in  course.  He 
pursued  a  three  years'  course  in  Theology  at  Berkeley  Divinity 
School,  Middletown,  Ct ,  graduating  in  1866.  He  was  ordained 
Deacon  in  the  Episcopal  Church  in  June,  1866,  and  to  the  priest- 
hood one  year  later.  Immediately  upon  his  ordination  he  took  < 
charge  of  St.  Alban's  Church,  Danielsonville,  Ct.,  remaining 
four  years.  Then  he  removed  to  Trinity  Church,  Newtown,  Ct  , 
remaining  there  three  years. 

In  December,  1873,  he  was  called  to  St.  Mark's  Church,  War- 
ren, R.- 1.,  holding  the  rectorship  of  this  parish  fifteen  years. 
In  1889  he  became  rector  of  St.  Peters-by-the-Sea,  Narragansett 
Pier. 

His  Masonic  career  may  be  summarized  as  follows  :  He  was 
initiated  into  Freemasonry  in  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  18,  Newtown, 
Conn.,  February  21,  1872,  and  in  due  course  advanced  to  the 
Master's  degree  and  membership  in  the  Lodge.  He  signed  the 
By-Laws,  March  13,  1872.  He  took  the  Chapter  Degrees  in 
Hiram  Chapter  in  the  same  town,  in  the  autumn  of  1873. 

On  taking  up  residence  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  he  became  a  member 
of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  3,  and  an  honorary  member  of  Tem- 
ple Chapter.    Afterwards  he  became  an  active  member. 

He  took  Council  Degrees  in  Webb  Council,  Warren,  in  June, 
1875.  For  several  years  he  was  High  Priest  of  Temple  Chapter 
and  also  Thrice  Illustrious  Master  of  Webb  Council.  For  two 
years  he  was  Wor.  Master  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  3,  in  War- 
ren. He  was  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Rhode  Island  in  1878  and  1879.  He  was  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  the  Cryptic  Rite  in  1883  and  1884.  He  served 
as  one  of  the  District  Deputies  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island  for  several  years.  He  was  appointed  Deputy  Grand 
Master  in  1886  and  served  one  year. 
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At  the  annual  communication  of  Grand  Lodge,  May  16,  1887, 
he  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  in  1888  he  was  re-elected  to 
the  same  important  office.  His  administration  of  the  duties 
belonging  to  the  office  of  Grand  Master  showed  much  of  ability 
on  his  part,  united  with  an  unwavering  purpose  to  promote  the 
prosperity  of  Masonic  Lodges  in  all  parts  of  the  jurisdiction 
and  to  strengthen  the  ties  of  fraternal  regard  and  co-operation. 

Bro.  Ackley  was  knighted  in  St.  John's  Commandery,  No.  1, 
Providence,  May  2,  1887,  and  he  continues  to  hold  membership 
in  that  organization. 

In  presenting  the  record  of  one  still  active  in  matters  of  Ma- 
sonic interest,  as  in  the  duties  of  his  profession,  and  along  the 
lines  of  educational  movements,  where  he  has  shown  special 
fitness  for  responsible  service,  no  attempt  is  made  to  set  forth 
the  value  of  the  work  done.  It  will  stand  and  justify  itself  as 
the  years  go  by.  Nor  would  the  present  writer  attempt  any 
careful  delineation  of  the  elements  which  combine  in  the  attract- 
ive personality  of  the  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  notice. 
It  may  suffice  to  affirm  the  fact  that  he  represents  alike  Christian 
worth  and  Masonic  virtues  and  thus  draws  to  himself  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  many  friends. 
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GEORGE  H.  KENYON. 

It  was  in  the  fitness  of  things  that  this  brother  should  have 
been  Grand  Master  of  the  Craft  during  the  year,  1891,  when  the 
One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  was  celebrated  with  elaborate  and  in- 
structive services.  Having  held  the  office  of  Grand  Master  for 
two  years  immediately  preceding  centennial  year,  his  experience, 
his  acquaintance  with  the  Craft  throughout  the  jurisdiction,  and 
his  ability  and  zeal,  gave  him  special  qualifications  in  the  way 
of  suggesting  and  guiding  the  desired  arrangements  for  a  suc- 
cessful celebration.  As  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode 
Island  at  an  epoch  so  fraught  with  interest,  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  notice  has  special  claims  to  the  grateful  remem- 
brance of  his  brethren. 

George  H.  Kenyon  was  born  in  Providence  a  half  century  or 
more  ago.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city,  supplemented  by  several  terms  of  attendance  at  the  Friends 
School,  Providence,  the  school  at  that  time  being  under  the 
charge  of  Joseph  and  Gertrude  Cartland. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  entered  Brown  University  in  i860 
and  graduated  therefrom  in  1864.  While  in  college,  the  Civil 
War  was  in  progress,  appealing  powerfully  to  the  patriotic  sen- 
timents of  the  whole  country,  and  in  1862,  responsive  to  the 
President's  call  for  additional  soldiers,  he  enlisted,  and,  with  a 
goodlv  number  of  other  students  of  the  Universitv,  marched 
to  the  front.  He  was  mustered  into  the  Tenth  Rhode  Island 
Regiment  for  three  months'  service,  which  he  faithfully  per- 
formed, and  then  returned  to  his  books  and  studies,  graduating 
in  1864.  It  was  at  an  hour  when  it  was  felt  that  an  emergencv 
was  at  hand,  and  when  the  call  for  additional  troops  was  very 
urgent,  that  young  Kenyon,  with  many  of  his  fellow  students, 
enlisted.  Although  their  service  was  of  brief  duration  and  not 
fraught  with  especial  peril,  they  yet  showed  the  commendable 
spirit,  which  should  be  remembered  to  their  credit  and  to  that 
of  the  University. 

Before  his  graduation  the  subject  of  this  sketch  had  begun 
the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Drs.  Capron  and  Perry, 
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who  were  at  that  time  classed  among  the  leading  physicians  of 
Providence.  Soon  after  graduating  from  Brown  he  entered  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  at  Burling- 
ton,  from  which  institution,  after  two  years  of  earnest  applica- 
tion, he  graduated  with  his  well  earned  diploma. 

He  commenced  practice  as  a  physician,  in  Providence,  in 
1866,  and  since  that  time  has  devoted  himself  to  the  duties  of 
his  profession.  By  his  well  attested  skill  he  has  acquired  an 
extensive  practice  and  a  well  merited  reputation  for  professional 
ability.  His  quick  discernment,  good  sense,  close  application, 
ready  sympathy  with  the  sick  and  suffering,  no  less  than  his  ex- 
cellent training  and  acquisitions,  contribute  to  his  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  onerous  duties  of  a  physician  in  general  practice. 

Dr.  Kenyon  is  a  member  of  the  "Providence  Medical  Asso- 
ciation," "The  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,"  and  "The 
American  Medical  Association."  He  has  been  President  of  the 
first  named  organization,  and  is  at  the  time  of  this  writing,  the 
Treasurer  of  the  "  Rhode  Island  Medical  Societv."  For  several 
years  he  held  the  position  of  Surgeon  in  the  "  United  Train  of 
Artillery,"  Providence,  and  since  1883  he  has  filled  the  impor- 
tant position  of  Assistant  Surgeon  General  of  Rhode  Island. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  1875,  in  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  Xo.  30, 
of  East  Providence,  with  which  body  his  membership  still  con- 
tinues. He  was  called  to  fill  official  positions  in  the  Lodge 
almost  from  the  time  that  he  became  a  member.  He  rapidly 
advanced  from  one  office  to  another  until  he  was  elected  Wor. 
Master.  His  advance  in  other  departments  of  the  Masonic 
organization  was  rapid,  and  within  a  comparatively  brief  period 
he  had  taken  the  degrees  of  the  Chapter,  the  Cryptic  Rite,  the 
Commandery,  and  the  Scottish  Rite. 

Entering  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  in  1SS1,  he  was 
soon  called  to  fill  important  official  positions  ;  he  was  elected 
Junior  Grand  Warden,  Senior  Grand  Warden,  and,  in  May, 
1889,  was  elected  Grand  Master,  holding  the  last  named  highest 
office  for  the  period  of  three  years — including  the  centennial 
year  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  general  favor  with  which  he 
was  regarded  by  the  Craft  of  the  jurisdiction,  before  the  period 
of  his  being  chosen  Grand  Master,  was  augmented  by  his  wise 
and  prudent  management  of  Masonic  interests  during  the  three 
years  of  his  administration  while  he  held  that  office. 
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In  Capitular  Masonry  he  also  gained  rapid  preferment.  He 
has  been  at  the  head  of  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and 
rendered  service  for  two  years  as  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

His  Templar  affiliation  is  with  Calvary  Commandery,  of  Prov- 
idence, of  which  body  he  was  Eminent  Commander  in  1884-5. 
He  holds  the  office  of  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Grand  Command- 
ery of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  ;  and  in  the  discharge 
of  its  duties,  as  in  other  lines  of  expression,  he  makes  evident 
his  interest  in  Templary  and  contributes  to  advange  the  useful- 
ness of  the  Order. 

In  the  Scottish  Rite  he  has  acquired  deserved  prominence  ; 
he  is  well  versed  in  that  branch  of  Freemasonry  and  familiar 
with  the  esoteric  work.  He  holds  the  position  of  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Rhode  Island  Consistory.  In  18S9  he  received 
the  33d  and  highest  degree  from  the  Supreme  Council  of  the 
Northern  Jurisdiction. 

The  brother  of  whom  this  brief  account  is  given  is  still  in  the 
prime  of  a  vigorous  manhood,  devoted  to  his  profession,  active 
in  many  lines  of  related  interest  and  service,  and  justly  regarded 
as  a  good  citizen,  a  stedfast  friend,  and  a  worthy  and  true 
Mason. 

The  editor  has  given  on  the  foregoing  pages  a  bio- 
graphical notice  of  the  Grand  Masters  of  the  Craft 
in  Rhode  Island — from  the  time  of  the  organization 
of  Grand  Lodge  until  the  Centennial  year.  These 
thirty-seven  brethren,  specially  honored  by  being 
called  to  fill  the  highest  office  under  Grand  Lodge 
auspices,  show  varied  types  of  personality  with  marked 
differences  of  abilities  and  acquisitions;  but  included 
in  one  general  view  it  may  fairly  be  said  of  them  that 
they  represent  in  good  degree  those  qualities  which 
are  essential  to  manly  character  and  to  the  worthy 
expression  of  human  life  on  the  earth.  It  is  pleasant 
to  consider  that  such  men  have  been  leaders  and 
rulers  of  the  Craft  in  Rhode  Island. 

23 
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EMINENT  MASONS  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 


The  following  biographical  notices  do  not  include 
all  the  notable  names  in  the  Masonic  roll-call  of 
Rhode  Island.  Others  beside  these  here  mentioned 
have  been  influential  in  local  bodies  and  in  the  com- 
munities where  they  lived.  The  brethren  named  in 
.  the  remaining  pages  of  this  biographical  department 
have  held  high  Masonic  rank  or  have  been  in  some 
way  specially  prominent  in  the  promotion  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  Craft.  Even  under  such  a  rule  of 
selection  it  is  quite  probable  that  other  names  might 
be  included. 

MOSES  BROWN. 

On  other  pages  of  this  volume  the  story  is  told  of  Moses 
Brown's  devotion  to  the  Masonic  Fraternity  in  general  and  St. 
John's  Lodge,  of  Providence,  in  particular.  It  seems  appro- 
priate, however,  that  some  further  mention  should  be  made  of 
this  remarkable  man,  whose  character  and  career  present  nu- 
merous features  of  suggestive  interest. 

Moses  Brown  was  born  in  Providence,  September  23,  1738, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  the  time  of  his  death,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1836 — almost  ninety-eight  years.  He  was  the  young- 
est son  of  James  and  Hope  Brown.  His  father  dying  when  he 
was  but  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age  he  was  adopted  by  his 
uncle,  Obadiah  Brown,  whose  daughter  Ajma  he  married  in 
1764.  Nine  years  later  she  died.  He  married  for  his  second 
wife,  Mary  Olney,  who  died  in  1798.  His  third  wife,  Phrebe 
Lockwood,  died  in  180S.  He  remained  unmarried  the  remainder 
of  his  mortal  life. 
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Moses  Brown  was  a  man  of  strong  and  resolute  character, 
having  a  determination  of  thought  and  will  that  made  him  a 
power  in  the  community.  He  lived  in  the  stirring  days  of  the 
Revolution  and  helped  to  fan  the  patriotic  embers  of  Rhode 
Island  into  a  flame.  As  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
for  several  years,  during  which  the  differences  with  Great 
Britain  were  approaching  their  culmination,  he  gave  evidence 
of  a  strong  feeling  of  indignation  at  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Mother  Country  in  attempting  to  enforce  unjust  restrictions 
upon  the  American  Colonies.  In  1770,  when  Leagues  against 
the  use  of  tea  were  formed,  he  resolved  to  drink  no  more  tea, 
and  he  never  partook  of  the  beverage  afterwards. 

In  !773.  following  the  death  of  his  wife  Anna,  a  decided 
change  came  over  his  mind  and  feelings.  He  freed  his  slaves, 
ten  in  number,  and  made  provisions  for  their  support.  From 
that  time  he  was  an  anti-slavery  man,  as  decided  as  was  Garri- 
son himself,  in  a  later  period.  The  next  year,  1774,  he  left  the 
Baptist  Communion  and  joined  the  Society  of  Friends,  with 
which  he  was  ever  afterwards  identified.  His  spiritual  nature 
was  quickened  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  obeyed  the 
inner  voice  in  taking  so  important  a  step. 

By  uniting  with  the  Friends  he  came  naturally  to  unite  with 
their  views  and  practices.  Thus  he  could  not  favor  an  appeal 
to  arms  by  the  oppressed  Colonies,  however  much  his  sympa- 
thies were  with  the  movement  to  resist  oppression.  But  all 
through  the  War  of  the  Revolution  he  contributed  to  the  relief 
of  destitute  soldiers  and  to  numerous  enterprises  which  had  re- 
lation to  the  public  good,  as  regarded  from  the  patriot's  point 
of  view.  He  favored  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  urged  its  ratification  by  Rhode  Island.  He 
never  lost  his  interest  in  public  affairs  nor  failed  in  the  required 
service  belonging  to  good  citizenship. 

Moses  Brown  was  the  consistent  friend  of  education.  As 
early  as  1767,  as  Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  the  town  of  Prov- 
idence, he  formulated  a  plan  for  free  schools,  and  to  him  is  due 
a  large  measure  of  credit  for  the  earliest  movement,  in  Rhode 
Island,  to  apply  the  free  school  idea.  He  believed  in  education 
so  far  as  possible  for  the  whole  people,  and  he  also  believed  in 
advanced  education.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly  which 
chartered  Rhode  Island  College,  the  name  of  which  was  after- 
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wards  changed  to  Brown  University,  and  he  was  most  influential 
in  bringing  the  institution  to  Providence  in  1770.  He  gave 
generous  sums  from  time  to  time  to  help  meet  its  financial 
needs.  He  and  his  brother  John  gave  to  the  College  the  land 
where  University  Hall  stands,  this  site  being  part  of  the  home 
estate  of  their  ancestor,  Rev.  Chad  Brown,  the  first  Baptist 
Elder  in  Rhode  Island. 

Ten  years  after  the  University  was  first  located  at  Providence 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  became  actively  interested  in  estab- 
lishing the  "Yearly  Meeting  Boarding  School,"  in  Providence — 
afterwards,  and  now,  designated  as  "  The  Friends'  School." 
For  more  than  a  half  century  he  was  the  efficient  treasurer  of 
the  corporation  having  in  charge  this  school.  In  1817  he  gave 
to  the  institution  forty-three  acres  of  laud  where  the  buildings 
of  the  school  are  placed.  He  added  other  liberal  gifts  from 
time  to  time. 

In  business  he  was  associated  with  his  brothers  in  manufact- 
uring interests,  which  grew  from  feeble  beginnings  to  important 
proportions.  He  furnished  capital  for  Mr.  Samuel  Slater  to  de- 
velop the  "Ark wright  invention,"  by  means  of  which  cotton 
could  be  spun  and  used  for  warps,  instead  of  linen  thread. 
Moses  Brown  and  Mr.  Wilkinson,  with  Samuel  Slater,  deserve 
special  recognition  for  what  they  did  in  adopting  the  "  Ark- 
wright  invention,"  for  the  spinning  of  cotton,  and  in  construct- 
ing "  water-mills  "  for  the  carrying  on  of  manufacturing  interests 
by  improved  methods. 

In  Freemasonry,  as  elsewhere  noted,  Moses  Brown  rendered 
essential  service, — especially  in  the  early  days  of  the  organic 
life  of  the  institution  in  Providence.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in 
St.  John's  Lodge,  Providence,  October  4,  1758.  In  December 
of  that  year  he  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Lodge  and  con- 
tinued to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  office  for  eleven  successive 
years.  During  this  period  the  Lodge  held  ninety-seven  meet- 
ings, and  at  eighty  of  these  meetings  Moses  Brown  was  present 
and  acted  as  Secretary.  He  was  promptly  at  the  meetings  and 
gave  all  needed  direction  to  the  proceedings. 

After  joining  the  Society  of  Friends  his  active  connection 
with  the  Fraternity  ceased  ;  but  he  retained  an  interest  in,  and 
regard  for,  the  Institution  to  the  very  close  of  his  days.  He  ex- 
pressed his  favorable  opinion  of   its  principles  and  purposes 
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■during  the  dark  days  of  Anti-Masonry,  and  always  retained  a 
specially  warm  feeling  for  St.  John's  Lodge,  Providence. 

Moses  Brown  attained  a  remarkable  age,  ninety-eight  years, 
going  to  his  grave  "  like  a  shock  of  corn  fully  ripe."  He  was  a 
rare  man.  He  filled  a  large  place  in  business  affairs  and  public 
interests,  and  he  did  a  work  for  education,  philanthropy  and 
morals,  which  commends  him  to  the  grateful  remembrance  of 
posterity.  The  Masonic  Fraternity  joins  with  all  good  citizens 
of  the  State  in  commemorating  the  name  and  services  of  one 
who  lived  so  long  and  so  well  on  the  earth. 


DANIEL  STILLWELL. 

Among,  the  conspicuous  leaders  of  the  Craft  in  Rhode  Island 
at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  1 79 1 ,  was 
the  brother  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  page.  He 
was  a  resident  of  Providence  and  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge 
in  that  town,  in  which  body  he  was  initiated  Feb.  17,  1779.  He 
served  as  Junior  Warden  of  the  Lodge  five  years,  from  1783  ; 
as  Senior  Warden  three  years,  from  1788  ;  and  as  Wor.  Master 
two  years,  succeeding  Jabez  Bowen  in  that  office,  in  1791. 

Daniel  Still  well  was  one  of  the  Committee  named  by  St. 
John's  Lodge,  Providence,  to  meet  a  Committee  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  Newport,  which  joint  Committee  formulated  a  plan  for 
the  organizing  of  a  Grand  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction.  He  took 
part  in  the  proceedings  of  constituting  the  Grand  Body  at  New- 
port, June  27,  1 791,  and  in  several  of  the  annual  communica- 
tions that  followed. 

In  Capitular  Masonry  he  was  specially  interested.  A  "  Mem- 
orandum "  in  the  first  book  of  records  of  Providence  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  reads  as  follows  : 

"A  number  of  Brethren  of  St.  John's  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
No.  1,  in  Providence,  at  various  times  in  the  course  of  the  year  5793,  met  to 
•consider  upon  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  to  procure  the  establishment  of  a 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  said  town  ;  and  after  consulting  the  Worship- 
ful Brethren  of  that  degree  here,  on  the  subject,  they  concluded  to  send  a  suitable 
Brother  to  New  York,  to  inquire  concerning  the  manner  of  obtaining  proper 
authority  to  open  such  a  Chapter,  and  to  procure  such  powers,  if  possible,  as 
were  proper  for  that  purpose.    Our  Right  Worshipful  Brother  Daniel  Stillwell 
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was  appointed,  in  August,  for  the  aforesaid  purpose,  and  cheerfully  accepted  the 
appointment,  and  was  furnished  with  monies,  and  a  petition  to  the  Washington 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  from  the  Brethren  of  that  and  superior  degrees 
here,  which  was  also  signed  by  our  Worshipful  Brother  Thomas  W.  Moore,  the 
British  Consul  at  Newport." 

As  stated  on  other  pages  *  of  this  volume,  Bro.  Stillwell  exe- 
cuted his  commission  and  obtained  authority  from  the  "  Mother 
Chapter,"'for  the  opening  of  a  regular  Chapter  in  Providence. 
He  was  chosen  the  first  High  Priest  of  the  new  Chapter  thus 
organized,  and  his  wise,  directing  judgment  had  great  weight 
in  all  its  early  movements.  He  also  united  in  the  movement 
for  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  and, 
at  the  annual  convocation  held  in  Providence,  March  12,  1799, 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Grand  Scribe.  He  held  this 
office  until  1803  when  he  was  elected  Grand  King,  and  this 
last  named  office  he  was  holding  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
took  place  in  September,  1804. 

Daniel  Stillwell  was  also  influential  in  promoting  the  move- 
ment for  St.  John's  Encampment  of  Knights  Templars  in  Prov- 
idence. He  is  named  among  the  original  officers  of  that  body, 
elected  August  23,  1802.  He  was  the  first  Standard  Bearer  of 
St.  John's  Encampment,  No.  1,  Providence.  His  health  failed 
soon  after  the  organization  and  his  death  occurred  only  two 
years  later,  and  thus  he  was  prevented  from  taking  any  consid- 
erable part  in  the  activities  of  the  Templar  organization  which 
he  had  helped  to  form. 

Of  the  personal  life  of  Daniel  Stillwell,  as  connected  with 
material  pursuits  and  social  interests,  the  present  writer  does 
not  assume  to  make  any  presentation.  The  information  is  not 
at  hand  for  such  a  notice.  The  Masonic  record  is  ample  and 
clear,  however,  and  it  is  evident  that  he  was  an  ardent,  consis- 
tent, and  stedfast  Mason. 
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ABRAHAM  L.  CLARKE. 

Rev.  Abraham  L.  Clarke  was  a  zealous  promoter  of  the  in- 
terests of  Freemasonry  in  Rhode  Island  during  the  closing 
years  of  the  eighteenth  century.  He  was  born  in  Connecticut 
about  the  year  1765  and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1785. 
He  came  to  Providence  and  became  Rector  of  St.  John's 
Church  in  1792,  continuing  to  hold  such  office  and  to  discharge 
its  duties  until  the  year  1800,  when  he  removed  to  Bristol,  R.  I., 
taking  charge  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  that  town.  He  re- 
tained the  last  named  position  until  1804,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Rev.  Alex.  V.  Griswold,  afterwards  Bishop 
of  the  Eastern  Diocese. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  made  a  Mason  in  St.  John's 
Lodge,  Providence,  April  2,  1794.  He  was  appointed  Grand 
Chaplain  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  in  1796,  and 
continued  to  hold  that  office  for  several  years,  during  which  he 
delivered  several  public  addresses  on  Freemasonry  at  the  re- 
quest of  Grand  Lodge. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  44  honors  and  degree  of  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,"  in  Providence  Chapter,  May  11,  1796.  The  following 
year,  1797,  he  was  elected  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter,  which 
office  he  filled  with  great  acceptance  for  four  years,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  Thomas  Smith  Webb.  Companion  Clarke, 
with  Companions  Wilkinson  and  Snow,  represented  Providence 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  the  notable  convention  held  at  Hartford 
in  1797,  the  organization  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  being 
a  result  of  the  meeting  which  was  practically  controlled  by 
Thomas  Smith  Webb,  then  of  Albany,  N.  Y.  Companion 
Clarke  was  elected  Grand  Chaplain.  He  was  also  the  first 
Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island,  or- 
ganized March   12,  1798. 

Thus  for  a  few  years  the  subject  of  this  notice  rendered  val- 
uable services  to  the  Institution.  His  name  has  gone  into  the 
enduring  records  of  the  organizations  in  which  he  held  mem- 
bership, and  by  which  he  was  often  called  to  fill  official  positions 
whose  duties  it  is  believed  he  always  discharged  with  prompt- 
ness and  fidelity. 
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AMOS  M.  AT  WELL. 

This  brother  died  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  forty- 
nine  years,  otherwise  he  would  undoubtedly  have  attained  to  the 
highest  MasOnic  honors  in  the  jurisdiction  where  he  resided. 
As  it  is,  a  very  creditable  record  remains  of  his  active  connec- 
tion with  the  movements  of  the  Craft,  and  of  the  distinctions 
accorded  to  him  by  his  brethren  who  were  quick  to  recognize 
his  abilities  and  zeal. 

He  was  initiated  into  Freemasonry  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  Prov- 
idence, June  25,  1792;  passed  to  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft, 
August  24,  and  raised  to  the  degree  of  Master  Mason,  October 
25,  1792.  He  gave  much  time  and  thought  to  the  system  of 
Freemasonry  and  was  soon  a  master  of  its  ritual  and  forms  of 
work.  He  was  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  the  scheme  to 
establish  a  second  Lodge  in  Providence,  and  when  Mount  Ver- 
non Lodge,  No.  4,  was  chartered,  June  24,  1799,  his  name  stood 
first  among  the  list  of  its  members.  He  was  the  first  Wor. 
Master  of  the  newly  formed  Lodge,  serving,  by  repeated  elec- 
tions, from  1799  to  1806,  and  again  from  1809  to  1812.  The 
members  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge  held  their  first  Master  in 
special  esteem,  and  they  relied  almost  implicitly  on  his  judg- 
ment in  any  action  proposed. 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  he  rendered  valuable 
services  as  a  member  of  important  committees  and  as  an  officer. 
He  was  appointed  to  fill  the  office  of  Senior  Grand  Deacon  in 
1805  ;  in  1809  he  was  advanced  to  the  office  of  Junior  Grand 
Warden,  which  office  he  held  two  years  ;  in  181 1  he  was  elected 
Senior  Grand  Warden  and  served  two  years  ;  in  1813  he  was 
elected  Deputy  Grand  Master  (the  Grand  Master  elected  at  the 
same  time  being  Thomas  Smith  Webb),  and  served  in  this  office 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  May  24,  1S15. 

His  funeral  was  attended  two  days  later  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island.  Hro.  Walker  Humphrey,  Grand  Secretary, 
in  recording  the  Emergent  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge, 
assembled  for  the  purpose  named,  made  the  following  brief 
entry:    "We  formed  a  Grand  Procession  and  were  joined  at 
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the  Hall  by  the  Marine  Society  and  the  Marine  Artillery,  and 
marched  to  the  house  of  our  deceased  Brother,  where  we  were 
joined  by  the  Federal  Adelphi  Society  and  members  of  the 
Town  Council,  Town  Treasurer  and  Town  Clerk  ;  the  whole 
marched  in  Grand  Procession  to  the  North  Burying  Ground 
where  his  remains  were  deposited  with  the  usual  formalities,  in 
a  solemn  and  impressive  manner.  Returned  to  St.  John's  Hall. 
Grand  Lodge  closed  in  due  form." 


ALEXANDER  V.  GRISWOLD. 

The  name  of  Bishop  Griswold  is  associated  with  intellectual 
and  moral  strength,  with  professional  ability  and  influence,  and 
with  ecclesiastical  preferments  well  deserved  by  the  recipient 
of  such  honors.  The  name  is  likewise  recognized  by  Masons 
in  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  and  elsewhere,  as  designating 
a  brother  who  was  an  active  member  of  the  Fraternity  for  many 
years  and  who  rendered  important  services  to  the  institution. 
From  the  ample  material  available  a  selection  has  been  made  of 
such  matters  as  seem  most  appropriate  in  this  place  of  biograph- 
ical mention. 

Alexander  Viets  Griswold  was  born  in  Simsbury,  Conn.,  April 
22,  1766.  His  father,  Elisha  Griswold,  was  a  descendant  of 
Mathew  Griswold,  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Connecticut.  His 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eunice  Viets,  was  the  grand- 
daughter of  Alexander  Viets,  an  eminent  and  wealthy  Dutch 
physician,  who  had  come  from  Europe  and  settled  in  New  York, 
and  had  removed  thence  to  Simsbury,  with  a  view  to  speculate 
in  the  mines.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Viets,  a  person  of 
great  physical  and  mental  power. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  given  a  favorable  start  in  life 
by  reason  of  his  natural  gifts  and  the  helpful  surrounding  of 
his  infancy  and  early  childhood.  It  is  said  that  he  could  read 
fluently  at  the  early  age  of  three  years,  and  that  in  the  Church 
Catechism,  he  could  bear  a  better  examination  than  his  older 
brothers  and  sisters.  When  quite  a  youth  he  became  an  in- 
mate in  the  house  of  his  uncle,  the  Rev.  Roger  Viets,  who  being  an 
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excellent  scholar,  and  possessing  moreover  a  fine  library,  ren- 
dered his  nephew  much  valuable  assistance.  In  consequence, 
however,  of  his  sympathy  with  the  Crown,  Mr.  Viets,  at  the 
close  of  the  American  Revolution,  migrated  to  Nova  Scotia, 
and  Alexander,  having  relinquished  his  purpose  of  entering 
College,  was,  in  1785,  married  to  Elizabeth  Mitchelson,  a  young 
lady  who  resided  near  his  father's  house. 

Having  married  at  so  early  an  age  he  was  inclined  to  aban- 
don his  early  formed  inclination  to  become  a  clergyman.  But 
soon  the  feeling  of  desire  to  enter  the  ministry  revived.  He 
studied  and  read  with  this  object  in  view,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1794  decided  to  offer  himself  as  a  candidate  for  Orders  in  the 
Episcopal  Church.  He  passed  the  preliminary  examination  and 
was  ordained  as  a  Deacon  June  3,  1795 — as  a  Priest  October  1, 
1795.  His  first  settlement  was  in  Connecticut,  his  charge  com- 
prising three  parishes,  in  the  towns  of  Plymouth,  Harwinton 
and  Litchfield.  Besides  preaching  and  making  considerable 
journeys  in  a  sort  of  missionary  capacity,  he  was  engaged 
as  a  teacher  of  a  district  school  in  the  winter,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  as  a  day  laborer  among  his  parishioners  in  the  summer. 

Early  in  the  year  1804  he  was  urged  to  take  charge  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  as  successor  to  the  Rev. 
Abraham  L.  Clarke.  Accepting  the  call  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Bristol  in  May,  1804.  Here  he  soon  gained  much  in- 
fluence and  showed  himself  to  be  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
powers.  He  had  a  large  family  and  to  provide  for  them  he 
taught  school  besides  discharging  the  duties  that  devolved  upon 
him  as  the  Rector  of  an  important  parish. 

In  the  year  1810  the  Eastern  Diocese  was  organized  and  he 
was  elected  Bishop.  With  characteristic  modesty  he  hesitated 
about  accepting  the  proffered  office;  after  a  little  delay,  how- 
ever, he  yielded  to  the  wishes  of  those  most  interested  and  was 
duly  consecrated  to  the  high  office,  in  Trinity  Church,  New 
York,  May  1,  181  j.  Bishop  White  presided  at  the  ceremony, 
having  the  assistance  of  Bishops  Provost  and  Jarvis.  Bishop 
(iriswold  continued  to  reside  in  Bristol  until  1830,  when  feeling 
compelled  to  be  nearer  the  centre  of  his  Diocese,  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Salem,  Mass..  taking  the  Rectorship  of  St. 
Peter's  Church.  Here  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death, 
which  sad  event  occurred  in  Boston,  whither  he  had  gone  to 
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meet  an  official  appointment.  He  died  suddenly  of  heart  dis- 
ease, February  15,  1843. 

Bishop  Griswold  was  the  stedfast  friend  of  higher  education. 
He  was  a  firm  supporter  of  the  interests  of  Brown  University. 
He  succeeded  Jabez  Bowen  as  Chancellor  in  1815  ;  Brown  Uni- 
versity gave  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  in 
1 8 10,  and  Harvard  College  conferred  the  same  degree  upon 
him  two  years  later. 

In  the  high  ecclesiastical  position  to  which  he  was  called,  the 
duties  of  which  were  many  and  important,  he  made  clear  show- 
ing of  the  sterling  qualities  which  enriched  his  mind  and  soul. 
He  was  a  man  of  very  positive  convictions,  disposed  to  assert 
himself  sometimes  in  a  manner  that  seemed  too  aggressive  ;  but 
he  had  warm  and  tender  affections  which  often  came  into  ex- 
pression. He  was  a  strong,  resolute  man,  sometimes  using 
severe  words  of  reproach  and  condemnation,  yet  he  cultivated 
Christian  charity  and  represented  its  spirit  in  many  ways.  He 
could  forbear  and  forgive,  as  he  counselled  his  hearers  from  the 
pulpit  to  practice  the  virtues  of  mercy  and  forgiveness. 

Bishop  Griswold  was  a  zealous  promoter  of  the  interests  of 
Freemasonry  in  Rhode  Island.  He  had  received  the  symbolic 
degrees  in  a  Connecticut  Lodge.  He  affiliated  with  St.  Alban's 
Lodge,  No.  6,  Bristol,  soon  after  taking  up  his  residence  in  that 
town.  His  name  appears  in  the  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island,  1805,  as  being  a  member  and  Wor.  Master  of 
St.  Alban's  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  held  its  Festival  Com- 
munication in  Bristol  that  year  and  dedicated  a  "  Masonic 
Hall."  A  part  of  the  record  of  that  occasion,  as  made  by  the 
Grand  Secretary,  reads  as  follows:  "The  Grand  Lodge  was 
opened  for  six  hours.  The  Procession  formed  and  proceeded 
to  the  Hall  erected  by  St.  Alban's  Lodge  and  dedicated  it  in 
ample  form.  Then  proceeded  to  the  Congregational  Meeting 
House,  where  a  truly  excellent  discourse  was  delivered  by  our 
Most  Worthy  Brother,  Alexander  V.  Griswold,  and  prayers  by 
the  same,  then  returned  to  the  Hall  in  the  same  order  and  pro- 
ceeded tq  Business." 

The  distinguished  Craftsman  rendered  many  and  various  ser- 
vices to  St.  Alban's  Lodge  and  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  during  his 
long  residence  in  Bristol.    He  held  the  ortice  of  Grand  Chaplain 
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for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  identified  with  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry and  active  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  where  he  held  the  office 
of  Grand  Chaplain  for  a  considerable  period.  On  January  5, 
1826,  in  company  with  Rev.  Stephen  Gano,  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  Providence,  Bishop  Griswold  received  the  Or- 
ders of  Knighthood  in  St.  John's  Encampment,  No.  1.  As 
another  has  written  : 

"  Although  professional  and  multifold  cares  ami  duties  prevented  Rishop  Gris- 
wold from  holding  office  in  the  various  Masonic  Rodics  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected, he  was  warmly  attached  to  the  Order,  and  retained  his  convictions  lirm 
even  to  the  end,  notwithstanding  the  anti-Masonic  excitement  that  like  a  devas- 
tating flood  swept  over  the  Middle  and  New  England  States." 

It  is  a  grateful  task  to  make  some  presentation  of  Bishop 
Griswold's  interest  in  and  active  connection  with  the  Masonic 
Fraternity.  He  understood  its  principles  and  appreciated  the 
power  and  blessing  of  their  practical  application.  He  found 
rest  and  sweet  fellowship  in  Lodge  meetings  and  other  occasions 
of  Masonic  communion,  and  out  of  his  own  experience  he  was 
always  glad  to  speak  an  approving  word  for  Freemasonry. 


STEPHEN  GANO. 

This  eminent  clergyman,  a  devoted  adherent  to  Freemasonry, 
was  born  in  New  York  city,  December  25,  1762.  He  was  the 
third  s,on  of  Rev.  John  and  Sarah  (Stiles)  Gano.  His  ancestor 
Francis  Gano,  or  Ganeaux,  was  a  French  refugee,  who  settled 
in  New  Rochelle,  N.  V.,  where  he  died  at  the  great  age  of  one 
hundred  and  three  years. 

It  was  intended  by  Rev.  John  Gano  that  his  son  Stephen 
should  enter  Rhode  Island  College  and  pursue  a  full  course  of 
study  there  under  Dr.  Manning.  The  troubles  incident  to  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  prevented,  and  so  it  was  that  the  subject 
of  this  brief  memoir  was  led  to  engage  in  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  direction  of  his  uncle.  Dr.  Stiles,  of  New  York. 
After  two  years'  preparation  he  was  sufficiently  qualified  to  enter 
the  American  army  as  a  surgeon.  He  served  under  this  appoint- 
ment about  one  year.    Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  he- 
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came  impressed  with  the  feeling  that  he  ought  to  enter  the 
Christian  ministry,  and  yielding  to  the  call,  he  was  ordained  as 
a  Baptist  clergyman,  August  2,  1786.  His  first  pastorate  was 
at  Hillsdale,  X.  Y.,  and  his  second  settlement,  at  Hudson  in  the 
same  State.  In  1792  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Providence,  and  he  continued  to  hold 
that  relation  for  the  remaining  thirty-six  years  of  his  life.  He 
was  eminently  successful  as  a  preacher  and  pastor,  and  was 
held  in  high  esteem  as  a  worthy  citizen,  always  ready  to  help  * 
forward  any  cause  which  he  believed  to  be  for  the  public  welfare. 

Rev.  Stephen  (iano  was  an  active  member  of  Mount  Vernon 
Lodge,  Providence,  having  been  admitted  to  membership  there- 
in, July  20,  1801.  He  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry in  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  1808,  and  the  year 
next  following  was  elected  Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  admitted  to  membership  in  St. 
John's  Encampment,  No.  1,  Providence,  January  5,  1826,  the 
same  evening  that  Bishop  Griswold  was  admitted.  Dr.  Gano 
was  actively  interested  in  these  several  departments  of  Free- 
masonry, and  deserves  to  be  held  in  remembrance  as  a  true  anil 
faithful  supporter  of  the  Masonic  Institution. 

He  was  married  four  times — first,  October  25,  1782,  to  Cor- 
nelia, daughter  of  Capt.  Jonah  Varasour,  an  officer  in  the 
English  navy,  then  a  resident  in  New  York.  Their  children 
were  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  daughters  married,  one, 
Rev.  John  Holroyd,  and  the  other,  Rev.  David  Benedict,  both 
of  them  esteemed  clergymen  and  Masons.  His  second  wife 
was  Mary,  daughter  of  Col.  James  Tallmadge,  of  New  York. 
One  son  and  three  daughters  blessed  this  union.  His  third 
wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Professor  Joseph  Brown,  of  Provi- 
dence. Their  only  child  was  Eliza  B.,  who  married  Joseph 
Rogers.  His  fourth  wife  was  Mrs.  Joanna  Lathing,  of  Hills- 
dale, N.  Y.,  who  survived  him  many  years.  Dr.  Gano  died  in 
Providence,  August  18,  1828. 
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DAVID  BENEDICT. 

David  Benedict  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  October  10, 
1779,  and  died  December  5,  1874,  having  attained  the  excep- 
tional age  of  ninety-five  years.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Martha  (Scudder)  Benedict.  His  father  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  an  enterprising  farmer, 
but  without  much  means.  His  family  was  large,  hence  it 
seemed  needful  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  should  be  appren- 
ticed to  a  trade  at  an  early  age.  For  seven  years — from  the 
time  he  was  fourteen  years  old  until  his  majority — he  worked 
upon  a  shoemaker's  bench  and  acquired  the  trade  as  it  was  then 
taught  and  practiced.  In  his  twentieth  year  he  experienced  re- 
ligion and  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  in  Stratford. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticeship  he  made  an  engage- 
ment with  a  firm  in  New  York  doing  a  large  business  in  New 
York  city,  and  continued  in  their  employ  one  year.  In  1802, 
however,  he  relinquished  this  remunerative  position,  and  entered 
the  Academy  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  S.  Nelson,  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
now  the  seat  of  Sing  Sing  Prison,  New  York.  Here  he  remained 
two  years,  during  which  time  he  defrayed  his  expenses  in  part 
by  teaching  the  younger  pupils.  One  of  the  lads,  whom  he  thus 
instructed  in  the  rudiments,  was  Francis  Wayland,  afterwards 
the  distinguished  President  of  Brown  University. 

David  Benedict  entered  the  Junior  Class  of  Brown  University 
in  September,  1804.  Two  years  later  he  graduated  with  honor, 
delivering  an  oration  at  Commencement  on  the  subject  of  "  Ec- 
clesiastical History,"  which  attracted  much  attention.  Imme- 
diately after  his  graduation  he  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  a  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Pawtucket,  which  he  had  been  instrumental  in 
establishing.  With  this  church  he  continued  as  pastor  for  some 
twenty-five  years. 

He  was  married  May  4,  1808,  to  Margaret  H.  (.iano,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Stephen  (iano,  Providence.  W  ith  her  he  lived  happily 
for  more  than  sixty  years,  until  death  called  her  away  from 
earth.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  twelve  children — eleven 
of  them  lived  to  adult  age.  and  several  are  living  at  the  time 
of  the  present  writing. 

Dr.  Benedict  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Di- 
vinity from  Brown  University,  with  which  he  held  official  rela- 
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tions  as  a  trustee  for'  more  than  fifty  years.  He  was  greatly 
interested  in  the  work  of  the  University  and  always  ready  to 
do  anything  in  his  power  to  advance  its  interests. 

Notwithstanding  the  exacting  nature  of  his  duties  as  pastor 
of  a  large  and  growing  parish,  he  found  time  to  cultivate  his 
taste  for  historical  investigations  and  authorship.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  his  pastorate  he  set  to  work  to  collect  materials  for  his 
"  History  of  the  Baptist  Denomination,"  published  in  1813.  He 
published  numerous  works,  for  the  most  part  of  a  historical  or 
religious  character.  Some  of  the  volumes  touched  by  his  glow- 
ing pen  are  sure  to  have  an  abiding  place  in  the  literature  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  was  also  the  editor,  at  different  limes,  of 
several  denominational  periodicals,  and  a  contributor  to  numer- 
ous publications.  •  He  was  scholarly,  sensible,  and  devout,  and 
made  his  influence  felt  for  good  in  numerous  ways. 

Dr.  Benedict  was  a  well-informed  Craftsman,  who  always 
could  be  relied  upon  as  a  defender  of  its  good  name.  He  took 
the  symbolic  degrees  and  those  of  Capitular  Masonry  about  the 
time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement,  ex- 
posing himself  by  such  action  to  the  severe  criticism  of  many 
of  his  friends.  But  he  remained  stedfast  to  his  convictions  and 
in  the  face  of  not  a  little  opposition  made  bold  avowal  of  his 
belief  that  Freemasonry  was  a  noble  and  benign  institution, 
specially  helpful  to  its  own  members  and  also  of  much  service 
to  the  community  at  large.  He  was  privileged  to  live  long 
enough  on  the  earth  to  see  the  revival  of  Masonic  prosperity,  in 
which  he  heartily  rejoiced. 

President  E.  G.  Robinson,  of  Brown  University,  in  an  address 
delivered  a  short  time  after  the  death  of  the  brother  whose 
character  and  career  have  been  briefly  set  forth  in  this  notice, 
called  attention  to  his  bold  stand  for  Freemasonry,  and  referred 
to  the  troubles  which  followed  his  taking  so  positive  a  position. 
President  Robinson,  not  a  Mason  himself,  said  : 

• 

"  Dr.  Benedict  was  neither  a  great  preacher,  nor  a  great  man,  but  he  was  a 
well  educated  man  for  his  time.  When  that  Simoon  of  And-. Udson/y  swept 
over  the  land  —  (iod  grant  it  may  never  come  again — leaving  desolation  in  its 
track,  he  was  swept  from  his  pulpit,  and  from  that  day.  there  began  in  his  pulpit  . 
a  succession  of  ministrations  that  finally  succeeded  in  dispersing  the  best  minds 
of  the  congregation,  and  almost  fatally  marring  the  product  of  twenty  years  of 
incessant  labor." 
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JASON  WILLIAMS. 

The  brother  whose  name  is  placed  at  the  head  of  this  page 
merits  recognition  among  the  prominent  Craftsmen  of  Rhode 
Island  by  reason  of  his  faithful  and  long  continued  services  to 
various  Masonic  organizations  with  which  he  was  connected. 
His  love  for  Freemasonry  was  a  strong  and  abiding  sentiment,, 
and  he  never  grew  weary  in  his.  endeavors  to  maintain  the  pros- 
perity and  usefulness  of  the  Institution. 

He  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  September  8,  1774.  He 
came  to  Providence  in  early  life  and  engaged  in  business  pur- 
suits as  an  accountant.  He  had  special  fitness  for  such  a  voca- 
tion, being  systematic  and  accurate  by  natural  tendencies  and 
by  habits  early  formed.  He  married  Sarah  Rose,  of  Providence, 
April  11,  1802.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  eight  children, 
the  greater  number  of  them  growing  up  to  adult  life.  He  cher- 
ished the  blessings  of  home  and  society,  and  held  the  deserved 
esteem  of  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances. 

He  was  initiated  into  Freemasonry  in  Mount  Vernon  Lodge, 
No.  4,  Providence,  January  24,  1801,  and,  having  taken  the 
second  and  third  degrees,  became  a  member  of  that  Lodge 
July  2,  of  the  same  year.  He  received  the  several  degrees  of 
Capitular  Masonry  in  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  1807-8, 
and  was  almost  immediately  elected  to  office  in  that  body.  In 
1803  he  was  elected  Secretary  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge  and 
served  one  year.  In  1804  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the 
Lodge  and  served  five  years,  and  in  1S14  he  was  again  elected 
to  the  same  office  and  re-elected  annually  until  1861,  making 
this  last  term  of  office  to  be  forty-seven  consecutive  years. 
Altogether  he  was  Treasurer  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge  for  a 
period  of  fifty-two  years. 

He  served  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  jurisdiction  as  Grand 
Secretary  for  a  period  of  five  years — from  1836  to  1840  inclu- 
sive. He  was  elected  Grand  Treasurer  in  1847  and  served  in 
that  office  for  thirteen  consecutive  years.  On  his  retirement  from 
that  important  office,  May  28,  i860,  the  Grand  Lodge  voted  to 
constitute  him  a  permanent  member,  and  also  ordered  that  the 
jewel  of  a  Past  Grand  Treasurer  should  be  presented  to  the 
venerable  brother  who  had  so  well  performed  the  duties  of  a 
responsible  office.    Companion  Williams  also  held  the  office 
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and  ably  performed  the  duties  of  Grand  Treasurer  in  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  for  a  long  term  of  years. 

He  departed  this  life,  at  Providence,  June  6,  1863.  Grand 
Master  Ballou,  in  announcing  to  Grand  Lodge  the  death  of  the 
venerable  Craftsman,  used  these  words  :  "  At  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years  he  has  been  gathered  to  his  fathers,  leaving  the 
precious  legacy  to  his  surviving  relatives,  of  that  noblest  work 
of  God,  an  honest  man." 


GEORGE  TAFT. 

George  Taft,  son  of  Zaccheus  and  Abigail  Taft,  was  born 
at  Mendon,  Mass.,  August  27,  1 791 .  He  was  sent  to  the  Acad- 
emy at  Leicester,  Mass.,  and  there  was  prepared  for  his  College 
course.  He  graduated  from  Brown  Lrniversity  in  the  class  of 
18 15.  He  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Providence  for  sev- 
eral years.  Having  become  a  communicant  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  he  decided  to  prepare  himself  for  the  ministry  of  that 
church.  He  was  admitted  to  deacon's  orders  by  Bishop  Gris- 
wold,  March  7,  18 18,  and  to  presbyter's  orders,  September,  1819. 
In  October,  1820  he  became  the  Rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church, 
Pawtucket,  to  which  he  had  previously  ministered  in  the  capac- 
ity of  a  lay  reader.  He  continued  to  teach  school,  however, 
until  1822,  when  he  removed  to  Pawtucket  and  devoted  his 

# 

whole  time  and  energies  to  his  parish  work.  His  ministry  cov- 
ered a  period  of  nearly  a  half  century,  during  which  time  he 
won  a  large  measure  of  public  favor,  being  deservedly  esteemed 
for  his  untiring  efforts  to  promote  the  public  welfare  and  for 
his  true  catholicity  of  spirit. 

He  was  a  man  of  thought  and  reading,  well  qualified  to  lead 
and  instruct.  As  a  clergyman  he  made  good  proof  of  his  call- 
ing, and  his  memory  is  held  in  loving  respect  by  surviving 
parishioners  and  others  who  remember  his  words  of  tender  and 
wise  exhortation.  Brown  University  in  i860  conferred  upon 
him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

He  was  married  in  1831  to  Eliza  M.  Baldwin,  of  Pawtucket. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  He 
died  at  his  home  in  Pawtucket,  December  11,  1869. 

Dr.  Taft  was  made  a  Mason  in  Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  4, 

24 


Digitized  b 


370 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


Providence,  in  1821,  his  membership  dating  from  September 
24  of  that  year.  He  dimitted  from  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge  to  join 
Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  Pawtucket,  with  which  he  was  affiliated 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1821  and  the  early  part  of  1822,  he 
received  the  several  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Provi- 
dence Royal  Arch  Chapter.  On  May  7,  1821,  he  was  admitted 
to  membership  in  St.  John's  Commandery  (Encampment),  No. 
i,  Providence,  the  body  having  conferred  upon  him  the  several 
Orders  of  Knighthood.  He  was  elected  Prelate  of  the  Encamp- 
ment at  the  annual  meeting  in  December,  182 1,  and  served  one 
year.  Both  in  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Chapter  he  was 
called  to  frequent  service  as  Grand  Chaplain.  He  attended  one 
or  the  other  of  these  Grand  Bodies  on  numerous  public  occa- 
sions, and  in  various  ways  contributed  of  his  time  and  talents 
for  the  upholding  and  enlargement  of  the  Masonic  Institution. 
In  the  days  when  it  was  subjected  to  severest  testing,  Dr.  Taft 
made  his  faith  in  Freemasonry  most  conspicuous.  Grand  Mas- 
ter Doyle,  in  announcing  the  death  of  the  eminent  brother  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  in  May,  1870,  paid  the  following  deserved  tribute 
to  his  memory  and  worth  : 

'*  Kev.  George  Taft,  I).  I).,  died  at  Pawtucket.  December  11,  1869,  aged  78 
years.  He  was  throughout  his  long  life  a  devoted  Mason  and  faithful  Christian 
pastor.  He  it  was,  who,  in  the  dark  days  of  anti-Masonry,  proclaimed  the  senti- 
ment, '  Masonry  and  Religion — what  God  hath  joined  together,  let  no  man  put 
asunder.'  In  those  dark  and  trying  times,  when  Masons  faltered  and  were  afraid 
to  declare  themselves  such,  he  openly  avowed  his  connection  with  the  institution, 
and  would  travel  long  distances  to  attend  and  read  the  funeral  service  over  a 
deceased  Mason.  He  marched  through  the  streets  of  his  village  in  Masonic 
clothing  amid  the  jeers  of  the  populace ;  but  when  he  went  to  his  grave,  the 
places  of  business  in  that  same  village  were  closed,  the  bells  of  the  churches  of 
all  denominations  tolled  his  requiem,  while  a  large  concourse  of  citizens  thronged 
his  church  and  with  weeping  eyes  and  saddened  hearts,  mourned  the  good  man 
departed. 

The  funeral  service  of  the  chureh  was  read  by  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Clarke,  as- 
sisted by  several  clergy,  and  the  Masonic  burial  office  was  read  at  the  grave  by 
myself.  Learning  that  it  was  his  wish  to  be  buried  with  Masonic  honors,  I 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  attend  and  give  to  one  who  had  so  honored  our  institution, 
the  highest  honors  left  for  us  to  pay  to  him. 

'  Servant  of  God,  well  done — 

Rest  from  thy  loved  employ ; 
Thy  battle's  fought,  thy  victory's  won, 

Enter  thy  Master's  joy.'  " 
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CHRISTIAN  M.  NESTELL. 

It  is  exceedingly  pleasant  to  the  present  writer  to  call  the 
name  of  another  stedfast  adherent  to  Freemasonry,  who  bore 
himself  nobly  and  well  in  the  years  when  our  Fraternity  was  so 
misrepresented  and  condemned.  On  whatever  other  grounds 
Christian  M.  Nestell  deserves  notice  and  commendation  on 
these  pages,  there  can  be  no  question  that  his  name  should  be 
placed  here,  among  the  names  of  prominent  Craftsmen  in  Rhode 
Island,  because  of  his  pronounced  loyalty  to  the  Masonic  Insti- 
tution. 

He  was  a  life  long  resident  of  Providence,  and  a  diligent  and 
successful  worker  at  his  trade,  that  of  a  painter  and  gilder.  He 
died  in  Providence,  February  26,  1880,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Mount  Vernon  Lodge, 
No.  4,  Providence,  September  21,  1820,  and  signed  the  By-Laws 
November  16,  1820.  After  serving  the  Lodge  in  several  offices 
he  was  elected  Worshipful  Master,  February  22,  1826,  and 
served  in  that  office  two  years.  He  was  exalted  to  the  degree 
of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Providence  Chapter,  January  30, 
1823.  He  was  created  a  Knight  Templar  in  St.  John's  Encamp- 
ment, No.  1,  Providence,  November  27,  1823.  He  had  also  re- 
ceived the  Ineffable  degrees,  although  the  record  is  not  at  hand 
to  show  just  when  and  where.  He  had  likewise  received  the 
degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master. 

Bro.  Nestell  was  a  quiet  and  somewhat  reticent  man,  never 
aspiring  to  the  places  of  official  distinction  ;  but  he  held  various 
offices  of  responsibility  in  both  Subordinate  and  Grand  Bodies. 
For  fourteen  years  he  served  as  Recorder  of  St.  John's  Encamp- 
ment, having  been  elected  to  that  office  soon  after  acquiring 
membership  in  the  organization.  He  held  the  office  of  Grand 
Lecturer  in  the  Grand  Lodge  and  was  a  master  of  ritualistic 
knowledge  pertaining  to  the  symbolic  degrees.  He  held  the 
office  of  Grand  Scribe  in  the  Grand  Chapter  in  1832.  He  also 
served  as  Grand  Secretary  of  the  same  body  during  the  years 
1841-42.  He  discharged  faithfully  all  the  Masonic  trusts  re- 
posed in  him,  ever  maintaining  an  upright  character  and  an  un- 
spotted life. 


Digitized  by  Google 


372 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


His  testimony  before  the  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly, 
appointed  in  the  white  heat  of  Anti-Masonry  to  investigate  the 
institution,  shows  the  high  estimate  in  which  he  held  the  Fra- 
ternity and  its  underlying  principles.  In  the  course  of  his  evi- 
dence he  said  : 

"Asa  man  and  a  Mason  I  consider  my  duties  to  my  Creator  paramount  to  all 
other  duties.  .  .  .  The  invocation  attached  to  each  degree  I  have  always 
understood  to  be  between  my  Creator  and  myself.  ...  I  consider  the  prom- 
inent object  of  Freemasonry  is  to  promote  the  best  interest  of  mankind. 
Ever)'  Mason  is  bound  to  alleviate  the  distress  of  all  worthy  Brethren,  no  matter 
whether  they  originated  in  the  immediate  vicinity  in  which  he  resides,  or  sprung 
from  the  remotest  corners  of  the  earth.  .  .  .  The  moral  precepts  which  Ma- 
sonry inculcates,  have  been  a  great  stimulus  in  teaching  me  to  render  every  man 
his  just  due  without  distinction.  ...  I  consider  it  my  duty  as  a  Mason,, 
so  to  live  and  conduct  myself  as  to  avoid  becoming  a  subject  of  reproach,  and 
use  my  endeavors  to  preserve  unsullied  the  reputation  of  the  Institution." 

Thus  it  was  that  Companion  Nestell  stood  bravely  to  his  duty 
in  the  face  of  the  fiercest  opposition  and  manifested  that  chiv-  . 
alric  devotion  which  is  in  itself  an  element  of  power. 

Bro.  Nestell  had  a  strongly  marked  personality.  He  was  capa- 
ble of  entertaining  intense  prejudices,  and  had  his  likes  and 
dislikes  sometimes  made  evident ;  but  he  was  a  brother  of  genial 
presence,  cordial  and  sympathetic  as  his  worthy  nature  made 
expression  of  itself.  He  was  a  true  hearted  Mason,  and  an 
honest  man. 

His  funeral  took  place  February  29,  1880.  The  services  were 
under  the  immediate  charge  of  St.  John's  Commandery,  in  ac- 
cordance wth  a  request  of  the  deceased,  which  he  put  in  writing 
several  years  previous  to  his  death.  In  this  letter,  which  was 
read  to  the  brethren  assembled  at  Masons  Hall  on  the  occasion 
of  the  funeral,  Father  Nestell  testified  to  his  appreciation  of 
Masonry  and  his  love  for  all  the  various  Masonic  Bodies.  The 
attendance  at  the  funeral  was  large,  and  the  presence  of  many 
aged  members  of  the  Fraternity  was  especially  noticeable.  Past 
Grand  Masters  James  Hutchison,  Oliver  Johnson,  Thomas  A. 
Doyle  and  N.  Van  Slyck  were  present,  also  Grand  Master  E.  L. 
Freeman,  with  others  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  Mount  Vernon  Lodge  attended  as  a  Body,  as  did  Prov- 
idence.Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Providence  Council  of  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  and  St.  John's  Commandery. 
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The  Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg,  conducted  the 
Church  service,  after  which  the  Templar  burial  service  was 
read.  The  interment  was  at  Grace  Church  Cemetery.  There 
the  mortal  remains  of  one  who  deserves  a  kind  and  grateful 
remembrance  were  reverently  and  tenderly  laid  away. 

Nestell  Lodge,  No.  37,  Providence,  chartered  May  17,  1880, 
fitly  commemorates  the  name  of  this  worthy  and  zealous  Crafts- 
man. 


JAMES  SALSBURY. 

James  Salsburv  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  October  i» 
1791,  and  died  in  that  city  June  19,  1872.  He  was  the  son  of 
Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Thurber)  Salsburv.  He  was  a  man  of 
much  strength  of  character — an  intelligent  and  reputable  mem- 
ber of  the  community  where  he  lived  for  more  than  fourscore 
years. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  4,  Provi- 
dence, May  30,  1 82 1,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Lodge  June 
10,  1822.  He  filled  several  offices  of  the  Lodge  and  was  its 
Wor.  Master  from  1831  to  1834.  In  the  Grand  Lodge  he  held 
various  offices  and  served  on  important  Committees.  He  held 
the  office  of  Grand  Marshal  in  1831-32,  Senior  Grand  Deacon 
in  1833,  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  1843,  and  again  in  1859. 

He  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Providence 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  being  exalted  therein  January  20,  1823, 
and  received  as  a  member  February  27  of  the  same  year.  After 
filling  various  offices  in  that  organization  he  was  elected  High 
Priest  November  13,  1828,  and  held  that  office  five  years.  He 
was  elected  Grand  King  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island 
in  1829  and  again  in  1830;  he  was  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
in  1832,  and  Grand  High  Priest  in  1838  and  1839. 

He  received  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  in  Prov- 
idence Council,  February  14,  1823.  He  was  elected  Laureate 
January  13,  1826,  serving  for  three  years;  was  elected  Thrice 
Illustrious  Master  in  1829,  serving  three  years,  when  he  was 
again  elected  Laureate  in  1833,  at  which  time  (April  5,  1833) 
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the  Council  was  closed  and  was  not  convened  again  until  Jan- 
uary 30,  1841,  when  he  presided  as  Master,  and  in  February  the 
same  year  was  elected  to  the  office  again,  serving  two  years.  In 
1843  he  was  elected  Laureate  and  served  for  two  years.  In 
1845  he  was  elected  Master,  and  continued  to  hold  the  office, 
excepting  for  the  years  1846,  1849,  and  1858,  until  1862.  He 
assisted  in  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Rhode  Island, 
in  i860,  and  was  its  first  Grand  Master,  which  office  he  held 
until  1866. 

He  was  knighted  in  St.  John's  Commandery,  Providence, 
October  13,  1823,  in  which  body  he  was  especially  active  and 
useful  for  many  years.  He  was  Eminent  Commander  from 
1833  to  1837,  and  again  from  1854  to  1856.  In  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  he  held  the 
office  of  Grand  Captain  General  in  1844  and  that  of  Grand 
Generalissimo  in  1845. 

He  died  June  19,  1872,  after  a  long  and  useful  life.  His 
funeral,  June  22,  was  attended  by  the  various  Masonic  bodies 
of  which  he  had  been  a  member.  The  services  were  under  the 
direction  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Grand  Master  Lloyd  Morton  pre- 
siding. The  Templar  service  was  read  at  the  house,  after  the 
Church  service  conducted  by  his  pastor,  Rev.  E.  H.  Capen,  D.D. 

Hro.  James  Salsbury  was  interested  in  everything  pertaining 
to  Freemasonry — its  history,  jurisprudence,  arid  ceremonies, 
while  he  was  also  drawn  to  an  ardent  attachment  for  the  insti- 
tution by  reason  of  its  social  privileges  and  moral  teachings. 
He  was  a  great  admirer  of  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  and  during  the 
•  latter  years  of  his  life  gave  much  time  to  the  collecting  of  let- 
ters and  papers  bearing  upon  the  Masonic  work  of  Webb. 
Father  Salsbury  was  himself  well  versed  in  the  ritual  of  the 
degrees  and  lectures  of  the  various  branches  of  Freemasonry 
with  which  he  was  connected,  and  was  quick  to  detect  any  de- 
parture from  the  true  work.  He  was  a  useful  Mason  and  Sir 
Knight. 
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GEORGE  M.  RANDALL. 

George  Maxwell  Randall,  son  of  Samuel  and  Martha 
(Maxwell)  Randall,  was  born  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  November  23, 
1 810.  Favored  with  a  pleasant  home  and  the  accessories  of 
mental  and  moral  development,  his  early  life  gave  promise  of 
the  honor  and  usefulness  afterwards  attained.  He  graduated 
from  Brown  University  in  the  class  of'  1835,  and  three  years 
later  from  the  General  Theological  Seminary  of  New  York. 
He  was  ordained  as  Deacon  and  Presbyter  in  the  Episcopal 
Church,  by  Bishop  Griswold,  soon  after  his  graduation,  and  was 
called  to  be  Rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension  in  Fall 
River,  Mass.  In  1844  he  removed  to  Boston  and  took  charge 
of  the  Church  of  the  Messiah  in  that  city.  For  twenty-two 
years  he  continued  to  be  its  Rector,  and  during  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  time  he  was  editor  of  the  Christian  Witness,  which 
represented  the  Episcopal  Church  in  New  England.  He  ren- 
dered service  on  the  School  Board  in  Boston  for  several  years. 
In  the  fall  of  1865  he  was  elected  Missionary  Bishop  of  Col- 
orado, Wyoming,  and  New  Mexico,  and  was  consecrated  to  that 
important  office  in  December  of  the  same  year.  It  was  a  vast 
territory  over  which  he  was  placed  in  charge.  It  taxed  his 
thought  and  energies  to  the  utmost ;  but  he  applied  himself 
with  so  much  of  energy  and  wisdom,  to  the  duties  thus  imposed, 
that  the  results  of  his  seven  years'  work  showed  wonderful  pro- 
gress and  enlargement  for  the  Church.  He  travelled  immense 
distances,  accepted  the  rude  conditions  of  frontier  life  and  jour- 
neying, and  was  always  brave,  cheerful  and  helpful,  in  doing 
whatever  work  came  into  his  hands.  He  died  in  Denver,  Col- 
orado, September  28,  1873,  leaving  a  wife,  Eliza,  the  daughter 
of  Lewis  Hoar,  Warren,  R.*I. 

Bishop  Randall  was  made  a  Mason  in  Washington  Lodge, 
Warren,  R.  I.,  August  8,  1845,  and  was  exalted  as  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  in  the  Chapter  at  Warren,  sometime  during  the  follow- 
ing year.  He  retained  his  relations  with  the  Masonic  bodies  in 
Warren  until  his  death.  Washington  Lodge  was  convened  on 
November  4,  1873,  for  the  holding  of  a  memorial  service  for 
the  honored  brother  lately  deceased.    The  record  states  :   "  The 
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Worshipful  Master  pronounced  an  eulogy,  and  the  impressive 
burial  service  of  the  Order  was  performed  and  the  sacred  scroll 
deposited.    It  was  a  solemn  and  impressive  service." 

The  Masonic  career  and  usefulness  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  were  greatly  extended,  however,  after  his  removal  to  Bos- 
ton. He  filled  various  offices  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  was  elected  Grand  Master  in  1852,  and  was  re- 
elected in  1853  and  1854.  He  was  wise  and  energetic  in  his 
government  of  the  Craft,  taking  foremost  rank  among  the  dis- 
tinguished brethren  who  have  held  the  office  of  Grand  Master 
in  Massachusetts.  But  even  after  removing  to  another  State 
he  visited  Rhode  Island  frequently  to  meet  his  brethren  on 
Masonic  occasions.  He  delivered  a  notable  address  at  the  Cen- 
tennial celebration  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  in  Providence, 
June  24,  1857.  It  strengthened  and  encouraged  all  hearts,  and 
quickened  into  renewed  life  and  energy  the  Masonic  Lodges  of 
the  city  and  State.  A  new  impetus  was  given  to  Freemasonry 
in  Rhode  Island  and  vicinity  by  the  able  and  eloquent  words 
spoken  by  the  orator  on  that  anniversary  day. 

Grand  Master  Van  Slyck  in  announcing  the  death  of  Bishop 
Randall  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  May  18,  1874,  used  these  suggest- 
ive words  : 

"Our  R.\  W.\  and  Rt.  Rev.  Brother  believed  in  the  doctrine  that  it  was  bet- 
ter '  to  wear  out  than  to  rust  out '  ;  and  whether  in  the  service  of  the  C  hurch  or 
in  the  service  of  Masonry,  his  Master  always  found  a  faithful  worker.  His  noble 
spirit  has  now  gone  to  God  who  gave  it  ;  that  bright  light  is  now  extinguished, 
but  only  to  shine  with  a  purer  and  holier  flame  in  the  realms  on  high,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Father  and  His  angels." 


CHARLES  H.  TITUS. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  notice  was  born  in 
what  was  then  the  Province  of  Maine,  at  Monmouth,  Kennebec 
County,  April  11,  1S19.  He  was  a  farmer's  son  and  did  a  boy's 
work  on  the  farm,  going  to  the  district  school  during  each  winter 
season,  until,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  he  entered  Monmouth 
Academy.  He  began  to  teach  school  shortly  after  this  time, 
and  continued  teaching  for  a  number  of  years,  in  order  to  sup- 
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ply  himself  with  means  to  complete  his  desired  studies.  His 
father  died  when  the  son  was  only  eighteen  years  old,  and  the 
latter  declined  to  receive  any  portion  of  the  limited  estate  left 
to  the  heirs,  in  favor  of  his  mother  and  two  sisters,  and  thence- 
forward relied  upon  his  own  energies  for  his  support.  After 
leaving  the  Academy  he  became  a  student  in  the  Wesleyan 
Seminary  at  Readfield,  Maine,  taking  lessons  at  the  same  time 
in  Hebrew  and  Biblical  Greek.  In  1839  ne  entered  the  Bangor 
Theological  Seminary,  where  he  devoted  himself  for  a  year  to 
special  studies  preparatory  to  the  work  of  the  Christian  minis- 
try. In  April,  1840,  his  health  became  impaired,  and  being 
advised  to  try  a  change  of  climate,  he  removed  to  Greencastle, 
Indiana,  and  became  a  teacher  in  the  Asbury  University,  located 
at  that  place.  Giving  instruction  in  one  of  the  lower  depart- 
ments, he  at  the  same  time  became  a  member  of  one  of  the 
higher  classes,  graduating  from  the  Institution  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  1842.  On  the  day  of  his  graduation  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Martha  Dunn,  also  of  Maine,  and  the  young  couple 
took  charge  of  a  select  school  at  Madison,  Indiana,  having 
every  prospect  of  a  useful  and  prosperous  career.  After  a  year 
or  two  his  health  again  failed,  the  school  was  abandoned  and 
he  and  his  wife  returned  to  Maine. 

In  August,  1844,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Maine  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  ordained  to  the 
office  of  Deacon  by  Bishop  Hedding  and  appointed  to  the 
charge  of  a  church  at  Frankfort,  Maine.  In  July,  1846,  he  was 
transferred  to  Providence  Conference,  his  first  pastorate  in  the 
new  field  of  labor  being  at  New  Bedford,  Mass.  In  accordance 
with  the  Methodist  system  of  itineracy,  he  held  pastorates  in 
Woonsocket,  Edgartown,  East  Weymouth,  Taunton,  Warren, 
Newport  and  Phenix,  being  assigned  to  Taunton  and  Warren  a 
second  time,  and  closing  the  period  of  his  active  ministry  at  the 
last  named  place.  For  a  term  of  four  years  he  also  held  the 
office  of  Presiding  Elder  within  the  lines  of  the  Providence 
Conference.  During  these  years  he  did  a  noble  work  in  the 
cause  of  religion  and  for  the  church  and  faith  which  were  so 
dear  to  him.  As  a  preacher  he  was  possessed  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability,  and  the  congregations  to  which  he  ministered 
were  alike  instructed  and  edified  by  his  preaching.  His  earnest- 
ness of  soul,  his  broad  sympathies  and  genial  disposition,  helped 
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him  to  obtain  a  large  influence,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  he  was  respected  and  loved  in  all  the  communities  where 
he  resided. 

He  always  entertained  a  kindly  feeling  toward  Freemasonry 
and  often  expressed  his  intention  of  seeking  admission  within 
its  lines.  He  was  so  situated,  however,  that  he  forebore  to  act 
upon  this  intention  until  he  had  reached  his  fortieth  year. 
Then,  in  1858,  he  received  the  three  degrees  of  symbolic  Ma- 
sonry in  King  David  Lodge,  at  Taunton,  Mass.  In  1859  he 
received  the  Capitular  degrees  in  Adoniram  Chapter,  New  Bed- 
ford, Mass.,  acquiring  membership  in  that  body  January  5,  1859. 
On  the  28th  of  February,  of  the  same  year,  he  was  admitted  a 
member  of  St.  John's  Commandery,  Providence,  that  organiza- 
•  tion  having  conferred  upon  him  the  orders  of  knighthood. 
This  was  rapid  advancement,  but  it  was  an  exceptional  case, 
the  candidate  having  been  well  prepared  in  his  heart  and  mind 
for  the  taking  of  these  several  steps.  At  a  later  period  he  re- 
ceived the  Council  Degrees  and  those  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  at- 
taining to  the  330  in  1865. 

His  Masonic  life  has  well  been  *s poke n  of  as  "  an  almost 
unbroken  series  of  Masonic  offices  and  honors."  He  was  called 
to  fill  one  position  after  another  in  both  Subordinate  and  Grand 
Bodies,  and  always  he  was  found  equal  to  the  position,  and 
faithful  to  the  duty  imposed. 

He  served  as  Prelate  of  St.  John's  Commandery,  No.  1,  Prov- 
idence, during  the  year  following  his  admission  to  that  body, 
and  was  elected  Commander  in  i860,  and  re-elected  in  186 1  and 
1862.  He  was  elected  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  in  1865  and  re- 
elected in  1866.  His  administration  of  this  important  office  was 
characterized  by  a  zealous  purpose  and  much  ability.  After  the 
death  of  Grand  Secretary  Chas.  \Y.  Moore,  in  187 1,  Bro.  Titus 
was  called  to  that  place  of  Masonic  service,  and  continued  to 
hold  the  office  until  the  time  of  his  death,  October  29,  1878. 

Bro.  Titus  resided  in  Rhode  Island  during  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  his  adult  life.  He  was  identified  with  Masonic  interests 
in  this  jurisdiction.  His  mortal  remains,  in  accordance  with  his 
request,  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Warren,  "on  the 
sunny  side  of  the  Narragunsett,"  near  the  brothers  and  friends 
he  loved  so  well.    The  burial  was  under  direction  of  the  Grand 
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Lodge  of  Massachusetts ;  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island,  were  represented  at  the  funeral  service. 

Thus  disappeared  a  bright  star  from  the  Masonic  firmament. 
A  noble  soul  passed  home  to  its  reward.  His  words  and  works 
were  always  to  his  praise.  He  had  a  noble  heart  and  a  gener- 
ous spirit ;  he  lived  worthily,  and  his  memory  is  blessed. 


CYRUS  B.  MANCHESTER. 

Capt.  Cyrus  Butler  Manchester  was  born  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  January  i,  1802.  He  died  at  his  summer  home  in  Cot- 
tage City,  Martha's  Vineyard,  Mass.^  July  26,  1886.  His  parents 
were  Isaac  and  Mary  (Williams)  Manchester.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  the  subject  of  this  sketch  entered  upon  the  life  of 
a  sailor,  which  presented  itself  to  him  as  a  most  attractive  call- 
ing. He  followed  his  chosen  vocation  with  so  much  success 
that  he  soon  attained  the  rank  of  Captain.  He  commanded  at 
different  times  several  large  ships  engaged  in  the  foreign  carry- 
ing trade.  Among  these  ships  were  the  Decatur,  the  American, 
and  the  Rhode  Island.  During  his  career  as  a  mariner,  twenty- 
three  years,  he  twice  sailed  around  the  globe. 

In  1839  Captain  Manchester  retired  from  the  sea,  and  en- 
gaged in  business  at  Providence.  For  a  long  time  he  was  en- 
gaged with  Mr.  Anthony  B.  Arnold  in  the  equipment,  passenger 
and  exchange  business.  While  thus  occupied  he  frequently 
acted  as  agent  of  the  underwriters  or  owners  in  trying  to  save 
wrecked  vessels,  or  in  disposing  of  the  same  with  their  cargoes. 
He  showed  much  of  energy  and  ability  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  order  of  service.  He  was  especially  interested  in  horticul- 
ture and  was  an  influential  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Domestic  Industry.  For  several 
years  he  was  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society. 

In  public  affairs  Captain  Manchester  always  took  deep  inter- 
est. He  represented  the  ward  in  which  he  lived,  in  both  branches 
of  the  city  government — as  a  member  of  the  common  council 
from  1850  to  1854,  and  as  alderman  from  1855  to  1858.  In  1873 
he  was  appointed  Chairman  of  a  Commission  for  building  the 
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Point  street  school-house,  Providence,  one  of  the  finest  struc- 
tures of  the  kind  in  the  country.  He  was  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  city  of  Providence,  in  the  matter  of  improving 
the  Brook  street  district,  rendering  a  service  as  commissioner 
or  superintendent  which  lasted  for  a  number  of  years. 

He  was  initiated  into  Freemasonry  in  1825,  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  4,  Providence,  December  22, 
1825.  He  was  Wor.  Master  of  the  Lodge  in  1844  and  1S45,  and 
again  in  1848.  He  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in 
Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  1840.  After  holding  various 
offices  he  was  elected  High  Priest,  November  14,  1850,  and  served 
two  years.  In  the  Grand  Chapter  he  held  important  offices  and 
was  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Rhode  Island  dur- 
ing the  years  1854-55.  He  received  the  Orders  of  Knighthood 
in  St.  John's  Commandery,  No.  1,  Providence,  and  was  admit- 
ted to  membership  March  12,  1842.  He  held  office  in  this  or- 
ganization and  always  manifested  a  special  interest  in  its  pro- 
ceedings. He  received  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master 
in  Providence  Council.  He  was  a  member  of  Rhode  Island 
Consistory.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  Solomon's  Lodge  of 
Perfection  organized  at  Stonington,  Conn.,  in  1849,  and  after- 
wards removed  to  Providence.  In  these  several  departments  of 
Masonic  privilege  and  obligation  Capt.  Manchester  gained  the 
esteem  of  his  brethren  by  the  worthy  character  he  expressed 
and  the  faithful  services  he  rendered.  He  was  a  Mason  ;  made 
such  in  his  heart  as  well  as  by  passing  through  the  prescribed 
ceremonies.  Spared  to  a  vigorous  old  age  he  was  permitted  to 
see  a  wonderful  growth  of  Freemasonry  in  all  its  branches,  and 
to  note  its  increased  ministries  of  light  and  blessing. 

Bro.  Manchester  was  married  on  September  17,  1827,  to  Abby 
Cook  Mathewson,  daughter  of  Captain  Henry  and  Phoebe  Math- 
ewson.  The  eldest  of  their  three  children,  Phoebe  Elizabeth, 
became  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Van  Slvck,  favorably  known  and 
deservedly  honored  by  the  Craft  of  Rhode  Island,  and  of  other 
jurisdictions.  The  other  two  children  died  in  early  youth. 
Captain  Manchester  was  exceedingly  fond  of  his  home  and  his 
friends.  His  was  a  generous,  noble  heart  that  beat  in  quick  and 
strong  sympathy  with  other  hearts.  He  had  a  strong,  resolute 
character,  and  ever  walked  straight  on  in  the  way  that  seemed 
to  him  right  and  just. 
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WILLIAM  C.  BARKER. 

William  Cornell  Barker,  of  Providence,  was  one  of  the  most 
influential  Craftsmen  in  Rhode  Island,  and  was  favorably  known 
outside  of  the  jurisdiction  in  which  he  resided.  He  was  born 
near  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  died  at  his  home 
in  Providence,  September  27,  1859.  His  business  was  that  of 
a  merchant  tailor.  He  was  an  upright  citizen,  a  kind  neighbor, 
a  sincere  friend  in  whom  implicit  trust  might  be  placed,  and  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  Masonic  Institution  both  in  its  day  of 
adversity  and  its  time  of  prosperity. 

He  was  initiated  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  Providence, 
June  22,  1 82 1,  and  was  elected  Wor.  Master  of  the  L6dge,  De- 
cember 28,  1829.  He  served  two  years  as  Master.  He  was  fre- 
quently called  to  fill  other  offices  in  the  Lodge,  both  before  and 
after  he  had  been  honored  with  the  highest  place,  being  ever 
ready  to  exert  himself  to  the  utmost  in  promoting  the  interests 
of  his  home  Lodge. 

He  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Providence 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  in  January,  1826,  and  was  almost  at  once 
called  to  active  service  in  that  department  of  the  Craft  organi- 
zation. He  was  the  High  Priest  of  Providence  Chapter  in  1838- 
39  ;  and  was  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Rhode  Island  during  the  years  1840-41.  He  received  the  Orders 
of  Knighthood  in  St.  John's  Commandery,  No.  1,  Providence, 
being  admitted  to  membership  in  that  body,  Feb.  6,  1826.  He 
was  elected  Prelate  in  1828  and  again  in  1829  ;  Generalissimo 
in  1830  and  Eminent  Commander  in  1831.  After  this  date  he 
served  a  number  of  years  as  Prelate,  and  in  185 1  he  was  again 
called  to  fill  the  office  of  Commander.  In  1857  he  was  once 
more  elected  to  the  same  office.  At  the  annual  election  of  the 
Commandery,  Dec.  6,  1858,  Sir  Knight  Barker  was  for  the  fourth 
time  elected  to  the  highest  office,  and  death  came  to  him  while 
holding  this  place  of  Eminent  Commander. 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  Bro.  Barker  filled  im- 
portant stations.  He  was  Senior  Grand  Warden  in  1831,  and 
Deputy  Grand  Master  in  1832-33.  In  1853  he  was  elected  Grand 
Secretary.    He  held  that  office  continuously  until  the  time  of 
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his  decease,  discharging  its  duties  with  intelligence  and  fidelity. 

Bro.  Barker  died  in  1859,  when  he  had  reached  his  sixty-third 
year.  Besides  holding,  at  that  time,  the  offices  already  named, 
he  was  Secretary  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Providence,  which  office 
he  had  held  for  seventeen  years;  Secretary  of  Providence  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  and  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  Recorder  of  Provi- 
dence Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters.  In  the  announce- 
ment of  his  death  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  to  brethren  of  the 
jurisdiction,  Grand  Master  Jervis  J.  Smith  said  :  "  No  member 
of  the  Fraternity  in  Rhode  Island  held  so  many  offices,  and  no 
one  could  have  passed  away  whose  loss  will  be  more  generally 
mourned." 

The  fact  should  be  mentioned  in  this  connection  that  Bro. 
Barker  never  wavered  in  his  support  of  Masonic  principles  and 
of  the  organization,  during  those  days  of  trial  when  the  tide  of 
opposition  to  Freemasonry  was  at  its  height.  His  evidence  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Investigation  appointed  by  the  General 
Assembly  in  1832  was  straight  forward,  evincing  an  intelligent 
comprehension  of  the  system  of  Freemasonry,  together  with  the 
practical  working  of  the  institution.  In  response  to  a  question 
pertaining  to  the  secrets  of  the  organization,  he  said  : 

"  The  secret  mysteries  of  Masonry  are  certain  forms  and  ceremonies  whereby 
a  Mason  may  know  a  brother  Mason  from  the  rest  of  mankind  ;  and  they  are 
useful  to  none  but  Masons,  and  are  of  such  nature  that  they  cannot  possibly 
benefit  any  person  unless  lawfully  obtained,  while  they  cannot  possibly  injure  the 
rest  of  mankind.  There  is  nothing  in  them  but  what  is  perfectly  consistent  with 
morality  and  religion,  and  is  calculated,  if  properly  understood,  to  make  better 
men  and  better  citizens." 

Further  on  in  his  testimony,  in  answer  to  the  charge  that 
44  Masonic  charities  are  a  mere  pretense/'  he  made  a  careful 
showing  of  large  sums  paid  out  by  St.  John's  Lodge,  Providence, 
and  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  for  the  relief  of  indigent 
brethren,  or  Mason's  families  left  in  need.  He  also  emphasized 
the  declaration  made  by  other  Masonic  witnesses  that  the  high- 
est penalty  which  could  be  inflicted  upon  an  unworthy  member 
was  expulsion  from  the  Lodge. 

Bro.  Barker  was  much  respected  in  the  community,  and  his 
words  before  the  Committee  and  elsewhere  must  have  carried 
weight.    He  was  privileged  to  live  long  enough  to  see  the  clouds 
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of  Anti-Masonry  break  and  disappear,  and  to  take  an  active 
part  in  the  revival  that  began  about  the  year  1840. 

It  is  a  grateful  task  to  present  this  notice  of  a  brother  emi- 
nent for  the  sterling  qualities  which  most  adorn  human  nature, 
and  worthy  to  be  remembered  both  for  his  Masonic  virtues  and 
his  Christian  character.  For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
he  was  a  diligent  worker  among  Rhode  Island  Craftsmen,  a  wise 
and  energetic  leader,  a  true  Master  Builder.  The  reports  to 
Grand  Lodge,  made  by  him  as  Grand  Secretary,  attest  his  Ma- 
sonic ability  and  good  sense.  These,  with  other  tokens,  furnish 
abundant  evidence  that  he  was  justly  esteemed  and  honored  by 
his  brethren. 


JOHN  ELDRED. 

John  Eldred  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  August  8,  1818. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  that  city  August  9,  1886.  In  his  early 
years  he  was  clerk  in  several  establishments,  and  gave  proof  of 
business  aptitude  and  energy.  Afterwards  he  held  an  important 
clerical  position  with  the  Coddington  Manufacturing  Company, 
of  Newport.  After  their  mill  was  burned  he  engaged  in  the 
flour  and  grain  business,  which  he  followed  for  a  number  of 
years. 

He  was  an  active  and  public  spirited  citizen,  genial  and  gen- 
erous in  his  nature,  and  in  touch  with  the  movements  and  pro- 
gress of  the  busy  world  about  him.  He  was  extremely  popular 
in  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances  and  friends. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  Newport, 
in  June,  1845.  The  year  following  he  served  the  Lodge  as  Sec- 
retary ;  and  he  was  called  to  fill  that  office  at  different  periods 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  elected  Senior  Warden  of  the 
Lodge  in  1848  and  served  one  year.  He  was  elected  Wor.  Mas- 
ter the  next  following  year,  and  served  in  that  office  one  year. 
He  attended  the  sessions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  with  a  good  de- 
gree of  regularity  and  often  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings.  He  had  good  knowledge  of  the  ritual  and  work  of  the 
several  degrees  of  Symbolic  Masonry  and  was  frequently  called 
upon  to  instruct  Lodge  officers  and  others.    He  was  elected 
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Junior  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  annual  session 
in  1857  and  served  two  years  in  that  office. 

He  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Newport 
Chapter,  No.  2,  in  May,  1848.  In  1850  he  was  High  Priest  of 
the  Chapter  and  held  the  office  until  1866. 

In  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  jurisdiction  he  was  recognized 
very  soon  as  a  Companion  capable  of  rendering  efficient  service. 
His  influence  in  the  Grand  Chapter  was  clearly  apparent  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  called  to  fill  important  offices,  and 
in  1857  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest.  He  was  re-elected  in 
1858.  He  received  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  1851  ;  affili- 
ated with  Washington  Commandery,  of  Newport,  in  1855  ;  and 
for  many  years  he  was  counted  among  the  foremost  leaders  of 
Templary  in  Newport.  In  1858  he  was  elected  Eminent  Com- 
mander, and  he  continued  to  hold  this  important  office  for  four- 
teen years — until  September  18,  1872,  when  he  declined  a  re- 
election. In  that  year  he  was  appointed  Grand  Warder  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  He 
had  taken  the  degrees  of  Cryptic  Masonry  and  of  the  Scottish 
Rite.  In  the  last  named  organization  he  held  several  important 
offices. 

For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  Bro.  Eldred  held  office 
in  Masonic  bodies,  Subordinate  and  Grand,  and  in  every  posi- 
tion gave  proof  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  prescribed  ritual 
and  ceremony.  He  was  heartily  interested  in  the  work  and 
gave  careful  attention  to  all  details  in  its  rendering. 

His  eulogist  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  in  paying 
tribute  to  his  memory  and  worth,  used  these  words  : 

"Bro.  Eldred  was  a  Mason  in  its  fullest  sense — he  loved  it  for  its  power  to  do 
good— he  studied  it  as  a  science — was  well  read  in  its  laws,  written  and  unwritten 
—  knew  its  traditions,  usages  and  customs,  and  was  well  versed  in  the  edicts  and 
general  regulations  of  all  Grand  Bodies.  Possessing  a  very  retentive  memory, 
his  opinion  was  often  asked  on  a  disputed  point.  He  could  also  draw  the  nice 
distinction  between  the  use  of  a  power  and  the  exercise  of  a  prerogative." 

The  present  writer  has  a  pleasant  remembrance  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  and  gladly  bears  witness  to  his  energy  and 
to  his  outspoken  expression  of  opinion.  He  had  a  positiveness 
of  character  and  speech  that  was  not  always  agreeable  ;  but  it 
was  the  stamp  of  an  honest  heart.    And  with  it  all  there  went 
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the  manifestations  of  a  liberal  and  catholic  soul.  His  eulogist 
said  most  truly  and  happily  :  44  Our  brother  had  many  virtues  ; 
let  us  remember  and  imitate  these.  He  had  also  his  failings — 
let  us  forget  these  failings.  Let  his  memory  be  made  more 
fresh — more  verdant — by  clothing  it  with  the  broad  mantle  of 
Masonic  charity." 


TRACY  P.  CHEEVER. 

A  place  is  fittingly  made  in  Rhode  Island  Masonic  annals  for 
the  name  placed  at  the  head  of  this  paper ;  for,  although  the 
brother  here  commemorated  was  a  resident  of  Massachusetts 
and  identified  with  Masonic  interests  in  that  jurisdiction,  he 
was  yet  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island — the 
only  honorary  member  of  that  Grand  Body.  He  had  rendered 
many  important  services  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  by- 
addresses  given  and  otherwise.  His  oration  at  Newport,  R.  L, 
on  June  24,  1874,  was  a  masterly  effort.  44  Evolution  of  the 
Principle  of  Masonry,"  was  the  subject  treated  by  him  on  that 
occasion  ;  and  so  treated  that  all  present  were  instructed  and 
charmed  by  the  glowing  periods  of  the  able  orator.  At  the  next 
annual  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  May  17,  1875,  on  motion 
of  Bro.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  duly 
elected  to  membership  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island. 

Tracy  P.  Cheever  was  born  in  Marblehead,  Mass.,  March  28, 
1824.  He  was  prepared  for  college  at  the  Salem  High  School, 
and  he  graduated  from  Brown  University  in  1843,  when  he  was 
but  nineteen  years  of  age.  In  1846  he  was  admitted  to  the  legal 
profession  in  Boston.  He  attained  a  good  reputation  as  a  law- 
yer. He  was  city  solicitor  of  Chelsea  (the  city  where  he  re- 
sided for  the  greater  part  of  his  adult  life)  during  a  number  of 
years,  and  was  often  called  to  fill  important  places  in  the  con- 
duct of  public  affairs.  He  served  in  both  branches  of  the  city 
council  of  Chelsea,  and  in  the  lower  and  upper  houses  of  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature.  He  evinced  his  patriotic  feelings 
by  enlisting,  in  1862,  as  a  private  in  the  lTnion  army  ;  he  was 
soon,  however,  advanced  to  the  position  of  captain,  and  he 

served  in  this  rank  until  after  the  battle  of  Antietam,  when,  in 
25 
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consequence  of  a  wound  there  received  and  of  impaired  health, 
he  was  obliged  to  resign.  Resuming  the  practice  of  law  he  ap- 
plied himself  diligently  to  its  cares  and  engagements.  He  was 
never  in  good  health  again,  however,  and,  therefore,  had  to  re- 
strict himself  in  attendance  upon  the  courts  and  the  active  duties 
to  which  a  lawyer  is  called.  Thus  all  the  more  meditative  and 
studious  grew  his  life.  He  read  Homer  and  Virgil  and  Horace 
as  his  recreation.  He  also  read  many  works  bearing  upon  Ma- 
sonry and  referring  to  its  history  and  philosophy,  using  his  pen, 
also,  quite  frequently,  to  express  his  thoughts  upon  these  and 
kindred  subjects.  His  "  Digest  of  Masonic  Law  "  was  a  thorough 
elucidation  of  the  law  of  Masonry  as  applied  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  Massachusetts.  He  prepared  many  reports  for  the  several 
Grand  Bodies  with  which  he  was  connected — reports  which 
evince  his  acquaintance  with  both  the  philosophy  and  the  juris- 
prudence of  Masonry. 

In  1878  he  was  called  to  fill  the  office  of  Recording  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  an  office  which 
he  held  and  graced  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  his  Brethren,  and 
to  the  credit  of  the  Craft,  meeting  his  death  at  the  post  of  duty 
while  attending  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  dedication  of  a 
Masonic  Hall  in  North  Easton,  Mass.  He  died  on  the  23d  of 
November,  1881,  and  his  funeral  was  solemnized  on  the  Satur- 
day following,  being  the  261I1  of  the  same  month.  On  that  oc- 
casion the  Grand  Lodge  made  record  of  its  appreciation  of 
Brother  Cheever  in  the  following  words:  He  was  an  upright 
man,  a  devoted  husband  and  father,  a  genial  companion,  a  lov- 
ing friend,  a  learned  lawyer,  a  patriotic  citizen  and  soldier,  an 
eminent  and  sincere  Mason,  deeply  versed  in  the  history  of  Ma- 
sonry, and  well  skilled  in  its  jurisprudence." 

The  present  writer  can  attest  to  the  truthfulness  of  such  ap- 
proving words.  An  acquaintance  of  many  years  with  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  giving  frequent  opportunities  of  meeting 
and  conversation,  makes  evident  the  fact  that  he  was  a  pillar  of 
wisdom  and  strength  in  our  Fraternity.  He  was  indeed  an  ac- 
complished Mason.  And  he  had  a  largeness  of  heart  which 
was  continually  revealing  itself  in  ways  attractive  and  benefi- 
cent.   His  works  praise  him  ;  his  memory  is  precious. 
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GARDNER  T.  SWARTS. 

The  brother  here  named  died  at  his  home  in  Providence, 
March  19,  1875,  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age.  He  was 
a  well  known  and  popular  citizen  in  the  city  where  he  had  re- 
sided so  long.  He  had  the  characteristics  of  a  strong  and 
aggressive  nature.  He  was  active,  industrious,  prudent,  and  he 
attained  a  good  degree  of  business  success.  He  was  a  self- 
made  man,  not  having  had  the  advantages  of  schools  and  cul- 
ture to  any  considerable  extent.  His  natural  good  sense  and 
persistent  force  of  character  supplied  the  lack  of  many  helps 
that  would  have  been  desirable  in  the  shaping  of  his  life. 

He  was  initiated  into  Freemasonry  in  Saint  John's  Lodge, 
Providence,  November  16,  1854,  and,  after  taking  the  degrees 
of  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason,  was  admitted  to  membership 
in  that  body  December  20,  1854.  He  was  elected  Treasurer  of 
St.  John's  Lodge,  December  27,  1855,  and  held  the  office  twelve 
consecutive  years — until  December  27,  1867.  He  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  May  28,  i860, 
and  served  in  that  office  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  brethren  for 
the  continuous  period  of  fifteen  years — a  longer  time  than  the 
office  has  been  held  by  any  other  man. 

Bro.  Swarts  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in 
Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  1,  in  the  year  1855,  and 
was  soon  called  to  hold  office  in  that  body.  He  served  as  Treas- 
urer and  in  other  important  positions,  and  was  High  Priest  in 
1859.  In  the  Grand  Chapter  he  held  the  office  of  Grand  King 
for  one  year,  and  the  office  of  Grand  Treasurer  for  fifteen  years. 
He  was  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  In  1855  he  received  the  degrees  of  Cryptic  Masonry 
in  Providence  Council.  In  October  of  the  same  year,  1855,  he 
received  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  St.  John's  Commandery, 
No.  1,  Providence,  and  was  thenceforth  an  active  and  interested 
member  of  that  organization.  He  held  various  offices  in  St. 
John's  Commandery— among  others  that  of  Captain  General. 

Bro.  Swarts  was  called  to  endure  a  long  and  painful  illness 
which  terminated  with  his  death,  March  19,  1875.  His  funeral, 
which  took  place  March  25th,  was  under  the  charge  of  the 
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Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  All  the  Masonic  bodies  of 
which  he  was  a  member  were  present  at  the  service.  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  in  Rhode  Island,  of  which  organization 
the  deceased  had  been  Grand  Master,  was  also  represented  in 
the  attendance. 

At  the  annual  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island, 
May  17,  1875,  the  following  Resolutions,  presented  by  Past 
Grand  Master  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  decease  of  R.  W.  Gardner  Taber  Swarts,  the  Craft  in 
this  jurisdiction  have  lost  a  genial  Brother,  one  who  loved  the  institution  of  Ma- 
sonry, and  who  took  great  satisfaction  in  its  work  and  progress. 

Resolved,  That  this  M.  \V.  Grand  Lodge  mourns  the  loss  of  our  R.  \V. 
Brother,  as  one  who  was  always  prompt  in  his  attendance  upon  the  Communica- 
tions of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  any  duty  imposed 
upon  him. 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  hereby  places  upon  its  record  its  apprecia- 
tion of  the  fidelity  with  which  Gardner  Taber  Swarts  for  fifteen  years  discharged 
the  responsible  duty  of  Grand  Treasurer,  and  hereby  tenders  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased  its  deep  sympathy  in  their  bereavement. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  be  suitably  engrossed  and  transmitted 
to  the  family  of  our  deceased  Brother." 


GEORGE  W.  CHEVERS. 

Rev.  George  \Y.  Chevers,  a  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  was  settled  in  Crompton,  R.  I.,  from  1850  to  1856,  and 
in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  from  1857  to  1867.  Hewas  made  a  Mason 
in  Manchester  Lodge,  No.  12,  in  the  town  of  Coventry,  acquir- 
ing membership  in  that  body  January  21,  1853.  He  took  an 
active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Lodge  and  sought  to  promote 
its  welfare.  For  several  years  he  rendered  service  to  Manches- 
ter Lodge  by  holding  the  office  of  Chaplain  and  faithfully 
discharging  the  duties  belonging  to  that  position.  In  his  pro- 
fession, and  as  a  citizen,  he  merited  the  respect  and  esteem 
which  were  generally  accorded  to  him. 

Shortly  after  his  removal  to  Portsmouth  he  became  a  promo- 
ter of  the  movement  which  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  Eu- 
reka Lodge,  No.  22,  at  that  place.    Bro.  Chevers  was  one  of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


389 


petitioners  for  the  Lodge  and  his  name  appears  in  the  list  of 
charter  members.  He  was  selected  as  the  first  Wor.  Master,  and 
was  duly  installed  as  such  at  the  constituting  of  the  new  Lodge, 
June  24,  1S61.  The  ceremonies  of  Constitution  and  Installation 
took  place  in  St.  Paul's  Church,  of  which  Bro.  Chevers  was 
Rector,  and  were  conducted  in  the  presence  of  a  large  company 
of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Grand  Master  Ariel  Ballou  presided 
on  that  occasion  and  gave  direction  to  the  ceremonies  ;  Rev. 
Chas.  H.  Titus  officiated  as  Grand  Chaplain. 

Bro.  Chevers  continued  to  hold  the  office  of  Master  of  Eureka 
Lodge  for  several  years,  during  which  he  was  diligent  and  faith- 
ful in  discharging  his  Masonic  duties.  He  was  a  frequent  at- 
tendant upon  the  sessions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  often  ren- 
dered service  as  Grand  Chaplain.  As  Grand  Chaplain  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  he  officiated  at  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  Providence,  June  24,  1857,  and  the  prayer  which 
he  offered  in  connection  with  the  services  held  in  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church  on  that  occasion,  was  included  in  the  printed  pro- 
ceedings of  the  celebration.    Rev.  Bro.  Chevers  died  in  r86;. 


WILLIAM  B.  BLANDING. 

William  Bullock  Blakdikg,  son  of  Col.  William  and  Mary 
R.  (Bullock)  Blanding,  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  August  2, 
1826.  His  ancestors  on  his  father's  side  came  from  England  in 
the  seventeenth  century  and  settled  at  Rehoboth,  Mass.  On 
his  mother's  side  he  could  also  trace  his  ancestry  several  gener- 
ations back  to  a  prominent  English  family. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Providence  and  acquired  a  good  English  education.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  he  entered  the  drug  store  of  Edward  T.  Clarke, 
Providence,  and  soon  attained  a  proprietary  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness, becoming  the  sole  owner  in  1849.  In  1873  ne  enlarged 
his  business,  taking  in  a  wholesale  department  which  was  estab- 
lished in  commodious  quarters  on  Weybosset  street.  His  busi- 
ness career  was  successful,  justifying  the  energy  and  ability 
shown  by  him  in  the  management  of  important  interests.  He 
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was  one  of  the  movers  in  the  organization  of  the  State  Board 
of  Pharmacy,  in  1870,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Board  until  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  for  several  years  president  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Pharmaceutical  Association.  He  was  connected 
for  many  years  with  the  United  Train  of  Artillery,  holding  a 
lieutenant's  commission  in  the  same. 

He  was  often  called  to  represent  the  ward  in  which  he  re- 
sided, in  the  Common  Council,  and  he  also  represented  the  city, 
in  the  General  Assembly.  As  a  business  man,  and  as  a  public 
spirited  yet  conservative  citizen,  he  held  the  well  deserved  con- 
fidence of  the  community. 

He  was  initiated  into  Freemasonry  in  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  No. 
4,  Providence,  August  31,  1854.  He  was  raised  as  a  Master 
Mason  in  the  same  Lodge  and  signed  its  By-Laws,  October  5, 
ig54.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21, 
Providence,  constituted  in  February,  1858,  and  was  the  first  Wor. 
Master  of  the  newly  formed  Lodge.  He  served  two  years  in 
that  office.  In  1866  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Grand  Master  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  In  1855  he  received  the 
degrees  conferred  by  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and 
Providence  Council,  respectively.  He  received  the  Orders  of 
Knighthood  in  St.  John's  Commandery,  Providence,  during  the 
same  year,  acquiring  membership  in  that  body,  June  15,  1855. 
He  dimitted  to  unite  in  the  formation  of  Calvary  Commandery, 
No.  13,  and  was  Em.  Commander  of  that  body  in  1865-66.  In 
1867  he  was  elected  Grand  Generalissimo  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  filled  that 
position  for  two  years. 

In  the  Scottish  Rite,  Bro.  Blanding  was  especially  interested. 
He  was  advanced  to  the  Thirty-third  degree,  May  6,  1863,  and 
made  an  honorary  member  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the 
Northern  Jurisdiction. 

On  May  27,  1892,  Bro.  Blanding  was  released  by  death  from 
the  pains  and  limitations  of  along  and  trying  sickness.  At  the 
semi-annual  session  of  Grand  Lodge,  in  1892,  a  tribute  to  his 
memory  was  presented  by  R  \  W.\  Bro.  Cyrus  Van  Slyck.  The 
following  paragraphs  are  taken  from  the  paper  thus  presented, 
and  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

"  The  character  of  our  laic  brother  was  marked  by  dignity,  integrity,  gener- 
osity and  frankness,  combined  with  shrewdness,  and  with  all  a  simplicity  which 
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rendered  him  impatient  of  pretense  and  shams,  and  more  than  other  one  thing 
made  him  the  loyal  friend  and  delightful  companion  of  those  admitted  to  close 
intimacy  with  him.  This  combination  of  qualities  is,  perhaps,  most  conspicu- 
ously shown  by  the  history  of  his  connection  with  Freemasonry. 

His  love  for  the  institution  of  Freemasonry  and,  particularly  for  his  Lodge  and 
Commandery,  continued  throughout  his  life,  and  while  he  never  sought  to  be 
conspicuous,  whenever  called  upon,  he  always  cheerfully  aided  with  advice,  in- 
fluence and  pecuniary  support  the  materialization  of  all  plans  for  the  advance- 
ment of  those  bodies." 


HENRY  C.  FIELD. 

This  brother  was  born  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  November  8,  1832. 
His  father,  William  Field,  of  whom  a  biographical  sketch  ap- 
pears on  other  pages  of  this  volume,  was  a  most  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Fraternity  and  deservedly  honored  by  the  Craft  whose 
interests  were  so  dear  to  him.  The  son,  concerning  whom  this 
notice  is  written,  inherits  much  of  his  father's  Masonic  ability 
and  zeal. 

Henry  C.  Field  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Paw- 
tucket and  Providence.  His  residence  was  in  Pawtucket  until 
September,  1845,  when  his  father  moved  to  Providence.  The 
youth  profited  by  books  and  schools  and  acquired  an  excellent 
English  education.  He  fitted  himself  for  the  position  of  ac- 
countant and  book-keeper,  in  which  vocation  he  has  been  en- 
gaged since  attaining  his  majority. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  Pawtucket, 
in  May,  1859,  from  which  body  he  dimitted  the  same  year  to 
unite  with  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  Providence.  He  held 
various  offices  in  What  Cheer  Lodge  and  was  Wor.  Master  of 
the  organization  in  1865.  He  dimitted  from  What  Cheer  in 
1868  and  united  in  the  formation  of  Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  27, 
Providence.  He  was  the  first  Wor.  Master  of  that  body,  consti- 
tuted October  27,  1868.  He  filled  the  office  of  Master  under 
Dispensation  and  the  first  year  under  Charter. 

Bro.  Field  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Paw- 
tucket Chapter,  in  1859,  anc*  soon  after  his  exaltation  dimitted 
and  united  with  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter.    In  this  last 
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named  organization  he  held  several  offices.  He  was  High 
Priest  of  the  Chapter  for  three  years.  He  received  the  degrees 
of  Royal  and  Select  Master  in  Providence  Council. 

He  was  created  a  Knight  Templar  in  Calvary  Commandery, 
No.  13,  Providence,  March  24,  1863,  and  on  that  date  was  ad- 
mitted to  membership.  In  1872-73,  he  held  the  office  of  Em. 
Commander.  For  seventeen  years  afterwards  he  held  the  office 
of  Prelate  of  Calvary  Commandery,  and  in  this  important  office 
rendered  a  service  gratefully  appreciated  by  his  associates  in 
that  body.  He  received  the  Scottish  Rite  degrees  in  1863.  He 
held  various  offices  in  the  bodies  representing  these  degrees  and 
contributed  efficient  aid  in  the  presentation  of  the  ceremonies 
and  lessons  of  the  Rite.  For  three  years  he  held  the  office  of 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Rhode  Island  Consistory.  He  re- 
ceived the  thirty-third  degree  in  1891  ;  he  now  ranks  as  an 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Supreme  Council,  Northern  Jurisdic- 
tion. 

In  both  the  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  juris- 
diction of  Rhode  Island,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been 
prominent  and  useful.  In  the  first  named  Grand  Body  he  was 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  during  the  years  1870  and  187 1.  In 
1872  he  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  and  served  one  year. 
In  the  Grand  Lodge  he  has  held  the  office  of  Grand  Lecturer 
and  as  such  has  rendered  much  of  intelligent  helpfulness  in 
disseminating  the  correct  work  of  the  several  degrees  of  Sym- 
bolic Masonry. 

The  active  and  respected  Craftsman  whose  Masonic  career, 
in  part,  is  here  sketched,  is  an  accomplished  ritualist,  and  justly 
holds  high  rank  in  this  respect.  It  is  alike  pleasing  and  instruc- 
tive to  witness  his  exemplification  of  the  work  in  any  of  the 
degrees  or  Orders,  or  to  listen  to  his  presentation  of  Masonic 
lessons  and  lectures.  P'ortunate  is  our  organization  when  it 
can  engage  the  services  of  intelligent  brethren  in  the  expression 
of  the  great  truths  that  underlie  the  Masonic  system,  and  in  the 
administration  of  its  affairs. 
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JAMES  H.  ARMINGTON. 

The  brother  whose  name  is  placed  at  the  head  of  this  page 
was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  August  10,  1827.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Providence,  and  graduated  from  the  High 
School  in  that  city  in  1844.  He  pursued  the  study  of  mathe- 
matics, mechanical  drawing  and  engineering,  under  private  in- 
struction, and  became  proficient  in  these  branches.  He  thus 
qualified  himself  for  the  positions  of  engineering  service  which 
from  time  to  time  he  has  been  called  to  fill. 

Always  interested  in  public  affairs,  he  has  frequently  served 
the  communities  wherein  he  has  resided,  by  taking  positions  of 
financial  and  official  responsibility.  He  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council  in  Providence  for  several  years.  Since 
residing  in  East  Providence  he  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  that  town. 

For  a  number  of  years,  ending  in  1873.  the  brother  of  whom 
this  notice  is  written,  was  the  superintendent  of  the  Providence 
-Gas  Company.  He  resigned  in  1873  to  accept  a  similar  posi- 
tion in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  On  the  occasion  of  his  retirement  he 
was  presented  by  the  employees  of  the  Providence  Gas  Com- 
pany with  a  tea  service  of  sterling  silver,  which  indicated  the 
high  appreciation  in  which  he  was  held  by  those  with  whom  he 
had  been  long  and  pleasantly  associated. 

After  several  years  of  active  and  successful  engagement  in 
his  new  position  at  Brooklyn,  the  health  of  Bro.  Armington  be- 
came seriously  impaired,  compelling  his  retirement.  He  returned 
to  Rhode  Island — to  his  pleasant  home  at  Riverside,  East  Prov- 
idence, where  he  has  since  resided. 

His  Masonic  record  is  as  follows:  He  was  made  a  Mason  in 
St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  Providence,  in  1858,  being  admitted  to 
membership  in  that  body  on  October  13th  of  the  same  year. 
He  was  Wor.  Master  of  the  Lodge  for  two  years — 1862-63.  In 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  he  was  frequently  called  to 
fill  official  positions.  He  rendered  service  to  his  brethren  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  the  Craft  of  the  jurisdiction  by  dis- 
charging the  duties  appertaining  to  the  offices  of  Grand  Mar- 
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shal,  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
which  offices  he  held,  respectively,  at  different  times.  He  held 
the  office  of  Deputy  Grand  Master,  in  1873,  at  the  time  of  his 
removal  to  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. 

He  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Providence 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  was  actively  interested  in  that  body, 
and  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island,  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  held  the  office  of  Grand  King  in  the  last  named  or- 
ganization. He  received  the  degrees  of  Cryptic  Masonry  in 
Providence  Council  and  held  the  office  of  Thrice  111.  Master  of 
that  body.  He  held  the  office  of  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  Rhode  Island  in  1864-65.  In  1866  he  was 
elected  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  and  held  that  office 
until  1869.    He  has  attained  the  320  in  the  Scottish  Rite. 

Bro.  Armington  has  made  frequent  proof  of  his  attachment  to 
Freemasonry.  He  has  rendered  many  important  services  to  the 
Institution,  and  has  contributed  liberally  of  his  time  and  re- 
sources in  support  of  the  interests  and  enterprises  of  his  own 
Lodge  and  of  the  Fraternity.  At  the  time  of  the  present  writ- 
ing he  holds  the  office  of  Venerable  President  of  the  Masonic 
Veterans  of  Rhode  Island,  an  organization  in  the  establishment 
of  which  he  was  an  active  promoter.  In  closing  this  sketch  it 
seems  no  violation  of  the  proprieties  belonging  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  biographical  sketch  of  one  still  living,  to  say  of  Bro. 
Armington  that  he  is  honored  and  respected  by  all  classes  of 
his  fellow  citizens. 


STILLM  AN  WHITE. 

Stillman  White,  an  honored  and  popular  Craftsman,  an  ac- 
tive and  successful  man  of  business,  and  a  public-spirited  citi- 
zen, was  born  in  Canton,  Mass.,  February  5,  1832.  He  acquired 
the  essentials  of  a  good  English  education  by  attending  the 
schools  of  his  native  town.  When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  re- 
moved to  Providence,  where  he  has  since  resided.  After  his 
removal  to  that  city  he  applied  himself  diligently  to  some  special 
branches  of  study,  attended  evening  schools,  and  thus  greatly 
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augmented  his  mental  training  and  acquisitions.  In  1856  he 
entered  into  business  for  himself,  establishing  a  brass  foundry 
which  he  has  managed  with  a  good  degree  of  success  for  the 
past  thirty-two  years.  In  this  business,  as  in  the  carrying  on  of 
other  material  engagements,  he  has  evinced  energy,  industry 
and  perseverance  that  have  told  in  the  results  secured.  Intel- 
ligent, upright  and  straightforward  in  all  his  dealings,  his  busi- 
ness reputation  is  of  the  highest  and  best  order. 

As  a  citizen  he  has  always  been  interested  in  public  affairs, 
and  ready  to  help  forward  matters  believed  by  him  to  be  for  the 
general  good.  Never  a  violent  partisan,  and  rather  inclined  to 
independent  views,  he  has  yet  received  considerable  political 
preferment,  and  has  been  called  to  the  exercise  of  various  pub- 
lic duties.  For  thirteen  years  he  represented  the  First  Ward  of 
Providence  in  the  City  Council— eleven  years  in  the  lower 
branch,  and  two  years  as  Alderman.  He  served  four  years  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  and  exercised  much  in- 
fluence in  that  Body. 

His  Masonic  career  began  with  his  receiving  the  degree  of 
Entered  Apprentice  in  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  4,  Providence, 
May  3,  i860.  On  the  seventeenth  of  that  month,  in  the  same  year, 
he  was  admitted  a  member,  having  been  duly  Passed  and  Raised 
by  the  Lodge.«  After  holding  various  offices  in  the  Lodge  he 
was  elected  Wor.  Master  and  held  that  office  for  two  years,  1864- 
65.  He  was  the  moving  spirit  in  the  establishment  of  Adelphoi 
Lodge,  No.  33,  Providence,  in  1876,  and  was  the  first  Wor.  Mas- 
ter of  the  newly  formed  organization.  The  Lodge,  unique  in 
some  of  its  features,  is  closely  allied  to  the  thought  and  affec- 
tions of  Bro.  White,  and  he  is  unwearied  in  his  efforts  to  ad- 
vance its  interests. 

Soon  after  taking  the  first  three  degrees  he  advanced  to  the 
degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry.  He  became  a  member  of  Prov- 
idence Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  1,  Providence,  in  which  his 
influence  for  good  was  quickly  felt  and  has  always  been  main- 
tained. He  has  been  called  to  fill  important  offices  in  Providence 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  and  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 
In  the  last  named  Body  he  has  served  as  Grand  Treasurer  and 
Grand  King.  He  received  the  degrees  of  Cryptic  Masonry  in 
Providence  Council  and  was  honored  with  the  highest  office  in 
the  gift  of  the  members  of  the  Council — Thrice  Illustrious 
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Master.  In  the  Grand  Council,  after  having  filled  less  impor- 
tant stations,  he  was  elected  Grand  Master  in  1872,  and  re- 
elected the  year  next  following. 

He  was  Knighted  in  St.  John's  Commandery,  No.  1,  Provi- 
dence, acquiring  membership  June  1,  1863.  Almost  at  once  he 
became  heartily  and  actively  interested  in  the  Commandery,  and 
from  that  date  until  now  his  zeal  for  Templary  and  his  devotion 
to  St.  John's  Commandery  have  shown  no  signs  of  abatement. 
He  was  elected  Captain  General  of  the  Commandery  in  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  and  served  in  that  office  during  the  following  year. 
At  the  annual  conclave,  in  December,  1865,  he  was  elected  Em- 
inent Commander  and  served  one  year. 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  his  Masonic  abilities 
and  zeal  have  been  recognized  from  time  to  time.  He  held  the 
office  of  Deputy  Grand  Master  during  the  years  1884-85-86.  He 
was  Deputy  Grand  Master  during  Centennial  year,  1891,  and 
succeeded  to  the  Grand  Mastership  the  following  year. 

In  the  Scottish  Rite  Bro.  White  has  also  attained  distinction. 
In  the  year  1884  he  was  admitted  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Supreme  Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction,  being  advanced 
to  the  33°.  He  belongs  to  and  is  prominent  in  other  Orders 
and  Fraternities,  and  in  all  of  these  associations  he  has  made 
good  proof  of  his  upright  and  generous  nature,  and  the  benign 
purposes  which  have  had  power  in  shaping  his  character  and 
life.  His  attachment  to  the  Masonic  Institution  is  very  strong, 
and  his  acquaintance  with  its  ritual  and  jurisprudence  entitles 
him  to  a  place  among  its  teachers  and  leaders.  He  is  exceed- 
ingly popular  in  the  Fraternity. 


SAMUEL  G.  STINESS. 

Samuel  Georgf.  Stiness  was  born  in  East  Douglass,  Mass., 
September  4,  1829.  He  was  the  second  son  of  Philip  Bessom 
Stiness,  of  Marblehead,  Mass.,  and  Mary  (Marsh)  Stiness,  of 
Slatersville,  R.  I.,  the  remaining  children,  including  two  sisters 
who  died  in  childhood,  being  Philip  Bessom  Stiness,  of  the 
Providence  Sash  and  Blind  Company  of  Providence  ;  John  H. 
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Stiness,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  ;  and  Albert  G. 
Stiness,  who  died  in  1886.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Providence,  whither  his  father 
had  removed  and  established  himself,  being  one  of  the  original 
founders  of  the  American  Screw  Company.  In  1846  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  apprenticed  to  Mathewson  and  Allen,  jewel- 
ers of  Providence,  and  continued  in  that  business  until  May, 
1862,  when  recovering  from  a  severe  illness  he  was  requested 
by  Quartermaster  General  L.  B.  Frieze,  to  assist  Lieut.  Henry 
Pierce  to  recruit  37  men  to  complete  the  10th  R.  I.  Battery,  and 
report  at  Tennally  Town,  D.  C,  where  he  was  to  be  commis- 
sioned as  2d  Lieut.  Not  having  fully  recovered  from  a  severe 
illness  he  was  sent  to  the  Seminary  Hospital,  at  Georgetown, 
D.  C,  and  after  several  weeks  of  severe  illness  he  finally  recov- 
ered and  returned  home  in  July,  1862.  He  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Providence  Gas  Company  in  October,  1864,  and  remained 
with  that  company  until  July,  1869,  when  he  was  called  by  the 
Pawtucket  Gas  Company  to  take  the  place  of  Agent  and  Gen- 
eral Manager. 

Bro.  Stiness  comes  on  both  sides  of  his  family  from  a  long 
line  of  sea  captains  and  ship  owners  prominent  in  the  East 
India  trade  for  many  generations.  He  married  Sarah  Hutchi- 
son, daughter  of  the  late  James  Hutchison,  of  Providence,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  by  three  sons  ;  James  Albert  Sti- 
ness, who  died  in  1879,  Edward  Clinton  Stiness,  a  member  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Bar,  and  George  Armington  Stiness,  in  the 
employ  of  the  Pawtucket  Gas  Company. 

The  Masonic  career  of  Bro.  Stiness  may  be  summarized  as 
follows  :  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21, 
Providence,  Sept.  2,  1864,  acquiring  membership  in  that  body 
Sept.  9  of  the  same  year.  He  dimitted  to  join  with  other 
zealous  brethren  in  the  formation  of  Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  27, 
Providence,  for  the  establishment  of  which  a  Dispensation  was 
granted  February  8,  18O8,  and  a  Charter  on  May  1 8th  of  the 
same  year.  He  was  Secretary  of  the  new  Lodge  while  under 
Dispensation.  He  was  elected  Senior  Warden  in  October,  1872, 
and  Wor.  Master  in  October,  1873.  He  held  the  last  named 
office  for  two  years. 

He  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Providence 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  October,  1864,  and  the  degrees  of  Cryptic 
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Masonry  in  Providence  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
in  March,  1866.  He  held  various  offices  in  Providence  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  No.  1,  and  was  elected  High  Priest  November  8, 
1877.  In  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  Companion  Sti- 
ness  was  frequently  called  to  the  discharge  of  important  services. 
He  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  March  14,  1882,  and  served 
in  this  office  for  two  years.  He  received  the  orders  of  knight- 
hood in  Calvary  Commandery,  No.  13,  Providence,  in  1865. 
He  signed  the  By-Laws  of  that  Lodge  June  13.  1895.  He  was 
elected  Eminent  Commander  in  December,  1877,  and  served 
one  year.  He  held  the  office  of  Grand  Lecturer  in  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  in  1885 
and  1886. 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  Bro.  Stiness  has  been 
deservedly  prominent.  He  has  frequently  served  on  important 
Committees  and  filled  responsible  offices.  He  was  Deputy 
Grand  Master  during  the  years  1887  and  1888.  In  fulfilling 
the  duties  of  these  various  offices,  and  in  all  his  Masonic  rela- 
tions, he  has  manifested  ability,  zeal,  and  courtesy,  thus  securing 
the  esteem  and  commendation  of  his  brethren.  He  is  still  ac- 
tively identified  with  Masonic  and  Templar  interests. 


GEORGE  H.  BURNHAM. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  traces  his  ancestry  to  John  Burn- 
ham  who  came  to  this  country  in  his  youth,  from  Norwich,  Nor- 
folk County,  England.  This  was  in  the  year  1635.  On  reaching 
lawful  age  he  was  admitted  a  freeman  in  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony,  and  became  influential  in  the  affairs  of  the  Association. 
He  rendered  good  service  in  the  Pequot  war  and  showed  that 
patriotic  spirit  which  has  characterized  his  descendants  in  a 
marked  degree,  for  the  family  has  been  represented  in  every 
war  fought  in  this  country  since  the  early  colonial  period. 

Bro.  George  H.  Burnham  was  born  in  Pelham,  N.  H.,  in  the 
year  1832.  Like  so  many  other  young  men  of  the  "Granite 
State,"  he  wended  his  way  to  Boston  at  an  early  age,  where  he 
engaged  in  telegraphy  for  several  years.    He  afterwards  entered 
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the  service  of  the  New  England  Roofing  Company,  and  while 
thus  employed  he  removed  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  Soon  after  removing  to  Providence  civil  war 
broke  out  and  he  was  quick  to  respond  to  his  country's  call. 
He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  B,  First  Regiment  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Detached  Militia,  and  later  was  second  lieutenant 
in  the  Ninth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers.  He  was  afterwards 
commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the  Fourteenth  Rhode  Island 
Heavy  Artillery.  This  last  commission,  however,  he  did  not 
accept,  but  entered  again  upon  the  pursuits  of  peace,  taking  a 
position  in  the  office  of  Messrs.  Doyle  and  Joslin,  auctioneers 
and  commission  dealers  in  real  estate  and  stocks.  While  with 
this  firm  he  gave  proof  of  his  business  capabilities  and  especially 
of  that  untiring  energy  which  is  so  noticeable  an  attribute  of 
his  character.  He  was  active  and  efficient  in  the  prosecution 
of  whatever  interests  he  took  in  hand. 

In  1870  the  firm  of  Doyle  and  Joslin  was  dissolved,  and  Bro. 
Burnham  succeeded  to  the  business  which  he  has  since  carried 
on  in  his  own  name.  He  has  gained  much  knowledge  respect- 
ing real  estate  in  Providence  and  the  vicinity,  and  his  advice  is 
often  sought  by  institutions  and  by  individual  investors.  His 
information  and  experience  cause  him  to  be  often  called  to  take 
positions  of  financial  importance  and  responsibility. 

He  has  always  shown  an  interest  in  public  affairs  and  for 
many  years  he  has  been  an  active  force  in  municipal  matters. 
He  was  elected  to  the  Common  Council  of  Providence  for  five 
successive  years  ;  he  was  afterwards  elected  for  seven  successive 
years  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  making  twelve  years  of  effi- 
cient service  in  these  departments.  He  has  served  on  many 
important  committees  in  both  branches  of  the  City  Council. 
For  two  years  he  was  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  city  in 
the  State  Legislature,  serving  on  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
and  exercising  a  good  degree  of  influence  in  all  matters  of  im- 
portant legislation. 

His  military  inclinations,  and  his  abilities  likewise,  have  led 
him  to  become  identified  with  several  organizations.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Train  of  Artillery  of  Providence,  and 
held  the  rank  of  Major  in  that  ancient  and  approved  organiza- 
tion. 

His  readiness  to  do  his  part  in  discharging  the  duties  of  rela- 
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ted  life  is  witnessed  by  his  taking  positions  in  a  number  of 
associations  with  which  he  is  connected.  He  has  been  a  Direc- 
tor of  the  Roger  Williams  Saving  Fund  and  Loan  Association 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  also  Chairman  of  its  Committee  on 
Securities.  He  is  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Church  of  the 
Mediator,  Providence,  and  Clerk  of  the  Corporation  thus  des- 
ignated. 

Bro.  Burnham  was  made  a  Mason  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  i, 
Providence,  September,  1861.  He  served  as  Secretary  in  1865-6; 
as  Wor.  Master  in  1870-1  ;  and  was  elected  Treasurer  in  1873, 
serving  in  the  last  named  office  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
became  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  1865,  receiving  the  degrees  in 
Providence  R.  A.  Chapter.  He  was  elected  Grand  Secretary  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  in  1868,  and  held  the  office  by  successive  re- 
elections  for  seven  years.  By  special  vote  he  was  made  a  per- 
manent member  of  the  Grand  Body.  For  a  number  of  years, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  he 
presented  Annual  Reports,  which  showed  the  broad  range  of  his 
thoughts,  his  large  equipment  of  Masonic  knowledge,  and  his 
ability  to  treat  various  important  subjects  related  to  Freema- 
sonry in  such  a  way  as  to  command  wide-spread  notice. 

He  was  Knighted  in  St.  John's  Commandery,  No.  1,  Provi- 
dence, in  November,  1867,  and  was  elected  Recorder  of  the 
body  at  the  annual  conclave  held  in  December  of  the  same  year. 
He  was  elected  Eminent  Commander  of  the  body  in  December, 
1876,  and  served  one  year.  He  had  been  appointed  four  years 
previously,  to  the  office  of  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guards  in  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and 
from  that  time  forward,  with  the  exception  of  a  single  year,  he 
continued  to  hold  office  in  the  Grand  Commandery  until,  in 
1885.  he  was  elected  Grand  Commander.  He  served  in  the 
highest  office  one  year.  His  administration  was  alike  energetic 
and  prudent,  and  gave  abundant  proof  of  his  fitness  for  leader- 
ship. Since  his  retirement  from  the  office  of  Grand  Commander 
he  has  served  on  important  committees  and  as  Trustee  of  the 
Grand  Fund. 

Bro.  Burnham  received  the  degrees  of  Cryptic  Masonry  in 
Providence  Council  with  which  he  is  still  affiliated,  and  the  de- 
grees of  the  Scottish  Rite  in  the  Providence  Bodies  represent- 
ing the  same.    He  m-iintains  a  hearty  interest  in  this  depart- 
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ment  of  advanced  Freemasonry.  It  may  be  said  of  him,  in- 
deed, that  his  zeal  for  Freemasonry  in  all  the  lines  of  its  ex- 
pression shows  no  signs  of  abatement.  He  is  ardent  and  help- 
ful in  starting  new  enterprises  which  have  promise  of  good,  as 
he  is  faithful  in  standing  stedfastly  by  organizations  and  meas- 
ures which  have  already  engaged  his  attention.  Thus  he  be- 
came identified  with  the  building  of  Freemasons  Hall,  Provi- 
dence, and  contributed  of  his  characteristic  energy  and  faith  in 
setting  forward  the  movement  to  a  successful  issue.  He  has 
been  a  Director  in  the  Freemasons'  Hall  Company  from  the  first. 
He  gave  aid  in  the  formation  of  the  Masonic  Veterans  Associa- 
tion of  Rhode  Island,  and  was  called  to  render  official  services 
in  its  interests.  Evidently  he  holds  a  place  of  deserved  esteem 
in  the  community  and  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  His  brethren 
and  friends  appreciate  his  force  of  character,  and  commend  him 
for  that  whole  hearted  energy  with  which  he  applies  himse#lf  to 
the  enterprises  that  enlist  his  attention  and  command  his  ap- 
proval. They  gratefully  realize  his  important  services  to  Free- 
masonry. 


MOSES  FIFIEL1). 

Mosks  Fi field,  M.  I).,  of  Centredale,  (Warwick)  R.  I.,  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  since  June  21,  1859, 
on  which  date  he  was  initiated  an  Entered  Apprentice  by  Man- 
chester Lodge,  No.  12,  Coventry,  R.  I.  On  July  8,  1859,  he 
was  raised  as  a  Master  Mason  and  acquired  membership  in  the 
Lodge.  He  took  an  active  and  zealous  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  Lodge,  and  was  elected  its  Wor.  Master  October  15,  i860. 
He  served  four  years  in  this  office  and  made  excellent  proof  of 
his  Masonic  abilities  and  acquisitions.  Entering  the  Grand 
Lodge  just  after  his  election  as  Master  of  Manchester  Lodge, 
he  gave  time  and  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the  governing 
body,  and  rendered  good  service  on  important  committees, 
where  he  was  placed  in  due  recognition  of  his  sound  judgment 
and  Masonic  knowledge.  In  1865  he  was  elected  Junior  Grand 
Warden  and  was  re-elected  the  year  next  following.    In  1867 
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he  held  the  office  of  Deputy  Grand  Master,  being  associated 
thus  closely  with  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  then  Grand  Master. 

Dr.  Fifield  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Land- 
mark Chapter,  No.  10,  soon  after  becoming  a  Master  Mason. 
He  received  the  orders  of  knighthood  in  Calvary  Commandery, 
No.  13,  Providence.  His  membership  in  that  body  dates  from 
May  20,  1862.  In  these  departments  of  Masonic  and  Templar 
expression  he  has  been  less  active  than  within  the  lines  of  the 
Blue  Lodge  ;  nevertheless  he  has  frequently  made  testimony  of 
his  practical  regard  for  the  welfare  of  Chapter  and  Command- 
ery, in  whose  prosperity  he  has  always  rejoiced. 

As  a  physician  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  become  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  the  village  where  he  resides,  and  in 
other  towns  and  villages  of  Rhode  Island.  He  has  deservedly 
gained  the  good  opinion  of  the  community  in  which  he  still 
continues  to  practice  his  profession.  It  is  no  fulsome  praise  to 
describe  him  as  a  large-minded  and  true-hearted  man,  a  worthy 
citizen,  and  an  intelligent  and  influential  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Fraternity. 


WILLIAM  GILPIN. 

The  records  of  several  Masonic  organizations  have  been  ex- 
amined by  the  present  writer,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  some 
facts  and  dates  bearing  upon,  or  related  to,  the  Masonic  career 
of  the  esteemed  brother  whose  name  is  placed  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch.  Of  his  personal  and  professional  life  only  the 
briefest  mention  is  made,  as  this  course  meets  the  expressed 
desire  of  Bro.  Gilpin.  He  is  a  well  known  and  reputable  mem- 
ber of  the  legal  profession,  an  "old  resident"  of  Newport,  R.  I., 
and  is  now,  as  for  many  years  he  has  been,  an  active  and  de- 
voted member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  of  the  Order  of 
Knights  Templars. 

He  was  initiated  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  Newport,  l\.  I., 
March  30,  1S57,  and  was  raised  to  the  degree  of  Master  Mason 
April  6,  1S57.  After  serving  in  the  offices  of  Junior  Warden 
and  Senior  Warden,  respectively,  he  was  elected  Master  of  the 
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Lodge,  December  31,  1862,  and  served  in  this  last  named  office 
three  years.  In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  he  soon  be- 
came recognized  as  an  intelligent  and  helpful  member.  He 
served  on  important  committees,  and,  at  the  annual  communi- 
cation of  Grand  Lodge,  held  in  Providence,  May  20,  1867,  he 
was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden,  and  served  in  that  office  for 
five  years  next  following.  In  1868  he  was  appointed  Chairman 
of  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  code  of  rules  for  conducting  Ma- 
sonic Trials  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Rhode  Island.  The  Com- 
mittee reported  a  plan  of  procedure,  which  may  be  regarded  as 
the  foundation  of  the  present  system  of  proceedings  in  cases  of 
trial  and  discipline.  In  this  connection  mention  may  be  made 
of  the  fact  that  Bro.  Gilpin,  has  delivered  several  Masonic  ad- 
dresses in  response  to  the  request  of  Grand  Masters  or  others 
in  authority.  He  gave  the  Address  at  the  constitution  of  Eu- 
reka Lodge,  No.  22,  Portsmouth,  and  received  the  thanks  of 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  same.  He  has  prepared  memorial  papers 
in  accordance  with  like  requests.  His  eulogy  on  John  Kldred 
was  a  tender  and  graceful  tribute  to  the  deceased. 

Bro.  Gilpin  received  the  Capitular  degrees  in  Newport  Chap- 
ter, No.  2,  shortly  after  being  raised  as  a  Master  Mason.  He 
held  the  office  of  Grand  King  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode 
Island  from  1866  to  1869  inclusive.  He  has  rendered  frequent 
and  important  services  in  this  department  of  ancient  Freema- 
sonry. 

The  orders  of  knighthood  were  conferred  upon  him  by  Wash- 
ington Commandery,  No,  4,  not  long  after  he  became  a  Com- 
panion Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  has  frequently  been  chosen  to 
fill  important  offices  in  this  body.  As  Prelate  and  as  Eminent 
Commander  he  has  shown  special  qualities  of  fitness  that  have 
commended  him  to  the  Sir  Knights  of  Washington  Commandery. 

The  brother  of  whom  this  meagre  notice  is  given  has  filled  a 
large  measure  of  Masonic  usefulness  in  his  day  and  generation. 
Nearly  two  score  years  have  passed  away  since  he  entered  the 
Masonic  communion  ;  but  he  is  still  ranked  among  active  Crafts- 
men, and  his  presence  looked  for  and  welcomed  in  the  meetings 
of  the  various  Masonic  organizations  in  which  he  holds  mem- 
bership. 
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ARA  HILDRRDTH. 

The  name  of  Ara  Hildredth  appears  not  infrequently  on  the 
records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  covering  the 
last  thirty  years  and  more.  He  has  been  an  active  and  helpful 
member  of  that  body,  as  of  the  Masonic  organizations  in  the 
jurisdiction,  and  has  always  given  an  unwavering  support  to 
the  institution. 

He  was  initiated  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  i,  Newport,  March 
14,  1846,  and  three  days  later  received  the  two  other  degrees  of 
Symbolic  Masonry  and  acquired  membership  in  the  Lodge.  He 
was  elected  Wor.  Master,  December  19,  1859,  and  served  two 
years.  Shortly  after  his  retirement  from  the  Master's  chair  he 
was  elected  Secretary  of  his  Lodge,  which  office  he  has  continued 
to  hold  until  the  time  of  this  writing — making  an  extended 
period  of  service  which  most  certainly  is  worthy  of  notice.  In 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  Bro.  Hildredth's  faithfulness 
and  knowledge  of  Masonic  principles  and  forms  of  procedure 
have  been  often  recognized.  He  was  elected  Junior  Grand 
Warden  in  1861  and  served  in  that  office  for  four  years. 

He  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Newport 
Chapter,  No.  2,  not  very  long  after  becoming  a  Master  Mason. 
He  has  rendered  a  long  and  faithful  service  to  the  Chapter  as 
its  Secretary  and  by  the  performance  of  other  official  duties. 
He  is  a  permanent  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode 
Island,  having  been  elected  Grand  Scribe  in  1 86 1 .  He  is  also 
a  permanent  member  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  of  Rhode  Island,  having  served,  in  1873  and  1874,  as 
Grand  Principal  Conductor  of  the  Work.  His  membership,  as 
a  Cryptic  Mason,  is  with  DeBlois  Council,  No.  5,  Newport,  of 
which  body  he  has  been  Recorder  for  many  years. 

Bro.  Hildredth  is  a  member  of  Washington  Commandery,  No. 
4,  Newport,  and  of  the  Scottish  Rite  as  represented  by  Van 
Rensselaer  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Newport,  and  the  Rhode  Island 
Consistory.  In  all  these  grades  of  Templar  and  Masonic  ex- 
pression he  has  manifested  a  stedfast  interest,  which  has  been 
appreciated  by  his  Masonic  brethren.  It  is  not  too  much  to 
say  of  this  earnest  Craftsman,  whose  Masonic  experience  now 
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covers  almost  a  half  century,  that  he  has  been  "  faithful  in  sea- 
son and  out  of  season,"  always  doing  his  best  to  promote  the 
interests  of  Freemasonry. 

The  writer  is  unable  to  furnish  personal  items  that  would  be 
of  interest  as  related  to  the  early  life  and  later  career  of  Bro. 
Hildredth.  He  is  one  of  the  old  residents  of  Newport,  and  in 
following  his  avocation  as  a  pump  and  block  maker  has  become 
well  and  favorably  know/i.  He  has  gained  the  respect  of  the 
community  as  a  worthy  citizen  and  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity. 


NELSON  W.  ALDRICH. 

Nelson  Wilmarth  Aldrich  was  born  at  Foster,  R.  I.,  Nov. 
6,  1 84 1.  He  is  the  son  of  Anan  E.  and  Abby  (Burgess)  Al- 
drich. During  several  years  of  his  youth  he  resided  at  Killingly, 
Conn.,  and  attended  the  public  schools  in  that  town.  Subse- 
quently he  attended  the  Academy  at  East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 
Circumstances  prevented  his  pursuing  a  regular  course  of  colle- 
giate education  ;  but  he  profited  by  systematic  reading  and 
diligent  study,  thus  preparing  himself  in  some  good  degree  for 
the  broad  range  of  responsibility  and  public  duty,  which  so  soon 
was  to  open  before  him. 

He  left  the  Academy  at  East  Greenwich  in  1857,  to  take  a 
situation  as  book-keeper  with  Messrs.  Waldron  &  Wightman, 
of  Providence,  who  were  carrying  on  a  large  business  as  whole- 
sale grocers.  In  1865  he  was  admitted  a  partner,  the  firm  name 
being  changed  to  Waldron,  Wightman  &  Co.;  which  partnership 
still- continues.  In  connection  with  this  firm,  as  in  other  lines 
of  business  enterprise,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  made  expres- 
sion of  energy  and  abilities  which  caused  his  aid  to  be  sought 
in  several  important  undertakings.  He  was  elected  a  director 
of  Roger  Williams  Bank,  Providence,  May  6,  1872,  and  was 
chosen  President  of  the  First  National  Bank,  in  the  same  city, 
on  April  23,  1877.  He  was  one  of  the  chief  movers  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Mechanics  Saving  Bank,  Providence,  incorpo- 
rated in  1878.    In  the  year  last  named  he  was  chosen  President 
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of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade,  having  rendered  previous 
service  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

He  had  scarcely  reached  his  majority  when  he  became  actively 
interested  in  public  affairs.  He  identified  himself  with  the  Re- 
publican party  and  sought  in  every  honorable  way  to  advance 
its  interests.  In  1869  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Providence,  and  served  in  such  office  for  a  period  of 
six  years.  He  was  President  of  the  Common  Council  from  June, 
1 87 1,  to  January,  1873.  He  rendered  important  services  to  the 
city  as  Commissioner  on  the  Cove  lands,  and  in  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  numerous  other  official  duties.  He  was  elected  to  the 
(ieneral  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  in  1875,  and  re-elected  the 
following  year.  During  his  second  term  of  service  he  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  the  House.  In  1878  he  was  elected  a  Rep- 
resentative to  the  Forty-sixth  Congress,  in  which  body  he  soon 
obtained  a  place  of  more  than  average  influence  and  usefulness. 
In  1880  he  was  re-elected  by  the  largest  vote  ever  cast  for  a 
Representative  in  his  district.  The  year  following  he  was  elected 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  being  chosen  to  take  the 
place  left  vacant  by  the  death  of  Gen.  Burnside.  In  the  Sen- 
ate, as  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  subject  of  this 
paper  has  proved  himself  to  be  worthy  of  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  him,  and  has  grown  in  the  esteem  of  his  associates  and 
his  constituents.  He  is  watchful  of  the  interests  placed  in  his 
charge,  and  devoted  to  whatever  concerns  the  welfare  of  his 
native  State.  He  is  active  and  efficient  in  the  party  to  which 
he  belongs,  but  holds  tu  broad  and  liberal  views  in  matters  of 
statesmanship  and  political  action.  He  is  not  a  frequent  speaker 
upon  subjects  of  Congressional  debate,  but  when  he  does  speak 
he  is  always  listened  to  with  attention. 

Bro.  Aldrich  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
sin^p  the  year  1866,  and  has  shown  in  many  ways  his  higb  re- 
gard for  the  organization.  He  is  a  member  of  What  Cheer 
Lodge,  No.  21,  Providence;  he  was  elected  Master  of  that 
Lodge  November  28,  1879,  and  served  one  year.  He  was  elected 
Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  May,  1878,  and  served 
two  years.  He  received  the  Capitular  degrees  in  Providence 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  within  a  few  months  of  his  being  made  a 
Mason.  He  received  the  orders  of  knighthood  in  Calvary  Com- 
mamlery.  No.  13,  and  was  admitted  to  membership  in  that  body 
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May  7,  1867.  He  was  Commander  of  Calvary  Commandery  in 
1870-71.  In  1873  he  was  elected  Senior  Grand  Warden  in  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  from 
which  place  he  advanced  step  by  step  until,  at  the  annual  con- 
clave, held  in  October,  1880,  he  was  elected  Grand  Commander. 
He  served  one  year  and  declined  a  re-election.  In  this  connec- 
tion it  may  be  said  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  by  the 
demands  of  business  interests,  and  the  requirements  of  his  pub- 
lic offices,  has  frequently  been  obliged  to  decline  the  honors  of 
Masonic  preferment,  which  his  brethren,  belonging  to  various 
departments  of  the  organization,  would  gladly  have  conferred 
upon  him.  His  interest  in  the  Masonic  institution,  however, 
and  his  devotion  to  its  principles,  have  been  well  maintained. 

On  October  9,  1866,  he  married  Abby  P.  Greene,  ward  of  Duty 
Greene,  of  Providence.  Several  children  have  blessed  their 
married  life. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  editor  of  this  volume  to  set  forth 
any  estimate  of  the  character  and  services  of  the  brethren  now 
living  whose  names  are  included  in  these  biographical  notices. 
In  the  case  of  the  esteemed  brother  of  whom  this  sketch  is  pre- 
sented it  may  suffice  to  say  that  he  holds  deservedly  high  rank 
as  a  courteous  gentleman,  a  worthy  citizen,  a  true  Mason,  and 
an  influential  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


GEORGE  M.  CARPENTER. 

Gkorgk.  Moi'i.mx  Carpkxter  was  born  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
April  22,  1844.  He  is  the  son  of  George  Moulton  Carpenter 
and  Sarah  Lewis,  second  daughter  of  John  Foster  Walcott,  for- 
merly of  Pawtucket.  He  is  descended  in  the  paternal  line  from 
William  Carpenter,  who,  with  his  son  William  and  the  son's  wife 
Abigail,  and  four  children,  namely,  David,  John,  William  and 
Joseph,  and  an  apprentice  boy  or  servant,  named  Thomas  Ban- 
shott,  left  Wherewell  (or  Hortfell)  in  England,  and  arrived  in 
New  England  on  the  ship  Bevis  from  Southampton,  in  the  year 
1638.  The  family  early  settled  in  Rehoboth  in  Massachusetts. 
His  maternal  great-grandfather  was  John  Walcott,  who  was  ad- 
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mitted  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Providence,  in  1798.  By 
marriage  he  is  descended  also  from  the  families  of  Redaway, 
Read,  Barstow,  Moulton,  Bliss,  Bullock  and  Weeden.  His  father 
was  for  many  years  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  New  Bedford  and 
Providence,  and  was  graduated  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Brown 
University  in  1864,  being  at  the  same  time  elected  a  member  of 
the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  fraternity.  He  was  employed  as  a  reporter 
in  the  courts  and  for  newspapers,  for  a  year,  studied  law  in 
Providence,  and  in  1867  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Rhode 
Island  bar,  and  pursued  the  practice  of  the  profession  in  Provi- 
dence for  fifteen  years.  In  1880  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Commissioners  to  revise  the  Public  Laws  of  Rhode  Island.  In 
1882  he  was  elected  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Rhode  Island  and  resigned  that  office  January  1,  1885,  and 
on  January  2,  1885,  took  the  oath  as  United  States  District 
Judge  for  the  District  of  Rhode  Island.  In  189 1  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  Commissioners  to  collect  and  print  the  early 
records  of  the  town  of  Providence. 

He  is  First  Vice-President  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society,  President  of  the  A.  E.  Club,  Commander  a  J  vitam  of 
the  Worshipful  Society  of  K.  D.,  Vice-President  of  the  Provi- 
dence Art  Institute,  President  of  the  Providence  Bar  Club  and 
President  of  the  Providence  Homoeopathic  Dispensary. 

He  was  raised  to  the  degree  of  a  Master  Mason  in  St.  John's 
Lodge,  Providence,  June  18,  1873,  exalted  to  the  degree  of  the 
Holy  Royal  Arch  in  Providence  Chapter,  April  2,  1874,  received 
the  degrees  in  Providence  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
in  June  and  December,  1874,  was  created  a  Knight  of  the  Tem- 
ple in  St.  John's  Commandery,  Providence,  May  18,  1874,  re- 
ceived the  Scottish  Rite  degrees  in  October  and  November, 
1874,  and  January,  1875,  was  crowned  an  Inspector  General  at 
Boston,  September  19,  1882,  and  was  crowned  an  active  member 
of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction,  at  Chi- 
cago, September  15,  1886. 

Beside  several  subordinate  offices,  he  has  served  as  Master  of 
St.  John's  Lodge,  Providence,  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  and  Master  of  Solomon's  Grand  Lodge 
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of  Perfection,  Providence.  He  is  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Permanent  Fund  of  the  Supreme  Council. 

In  these  and  other  stations  of  responsibility  Bro.  Carpenter 
has  been  eminently  useful.  Thus  he  has  become  favorably 
known  to  the  Fraternity  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  his 
opinions  respecting  matters  of  Masonic  history,  jurisprudence, 
etc.,  are  received  with  deserved  consideration.  His  character, 
his  abilities,  and  his  acquisitions  of  thought  and  learning,  are 
recognized  by  his  Masonic  brethren,  as  well  as  by  the  commu- 
nity, and  thus  he  exercises  an  extended  ministry  of  usefulness. 
He  is  now  in  the  full  maturity  of  his  powers  and  most  active  in 
the  discharge  of  the  important  trusts  placed  in  his  hands— a 
strong  man,  honored  and  respected  by  all  classes  of  his  fellow 
citizens. 


JOHN  P.  SANBORN. 

John  Page  Saxhorn  was  born  in  Fremont,  N.  H.,  September, 
9,  1844.  He  received  a  good  academical  training  in  the  New 
Hampshire  Institute,  where  he  fitted  for  College.  He  entered 
Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  H.,  in  the  fall  of  1865  and 
graduated  therefrom  in  1869.  He  entered  upon  the  profession 
of  teaching,  and  taught  successfully,  first  as  principal  of  the 
High  School  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  fulfilled  a  two  years  en- 
gagement, and  afterwards  as  principal  of  the  Franklin  School, 
at  Topsham,  Maine.  In  1871  he  resigned  the  last  named  posi- 
tion, and  removed  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  accepting  the  place  of 
editor  of  the  Daily  News,  published  in  that  city.  In  1872  he 
became  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Newport  Mercury, 
which  has  since  been  issued  under  his  supervision. 

In  public  affairs,  as  related  to  both  local  and  general  interests, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  active  and  influential  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  1879,  an(l  D)f  successive  re-elections  he  continued 
to  hold  office  in  that  body  during  the  years  1880-81-82.  He  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  during  the  years  1881  and  1882.  He  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  1885  and  re-elected  the  year  next 
following.  During  all  the  years  of  his  holding  membership  in 
the  legislature  he  was  prominently  identified  with  the  proceed- 
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ings  of  that  body.  He  was  delegate  to  the  National  Republi- 
can Convention  in  1880,  and  was  appointed  Commissioner  of 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  in  1882.  For  seven  years  he  held 
office  as  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  Newport. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  mention  was  made  a 
Mason  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  Newport,  March  2,  1874.  He 
became  one  of  the  Charter  members  of  St.  Paul's  Lodge,  No. 
14,  and  was  the  first  Senior  Warden  of  that  revived  Lodge.  He 
was  elected  Wor.  Master,  January  25,  1878.  In  1883  he  was 
elected  Senior  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  served  three  years.  He  was  exalted  to  the  degree 
of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  in  Newport  Chapter,  September  29, 
1874,  and  almost  at  once  was  elected  to  an  office  in  that  organ- 
ization. He  was  High  Priest  in  1876-77.  taking  his  place  in  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  in  the  first  named  of  these 
years  and  being  elected  to  the  office  of  Em.  Grand  King.  He 
was  Grand  High  Priest  in  the  years  1880-81. 

He  was  made  a  Knight  Templar  in  Washington  Commandery, 
No.  4,  Newport,  January  19,  1876:  and  his  characteristic  zeal 
and  ability  gave  him  speedy  promotion  to  the  head  of  that  or- 
ganization. He  held  the  position  of  Eminent  Commander  dur- 
ing two  years — 1880-81.  In  1884  he  was  appointed  to  the  office 
of  Grand  Warder  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts 
ami  Rhode  Island;  in  1885  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of 
Junior  Grand  Warden,  and  he  was  advanced  step  by  step,  until, 
in  1890,  he  was  chosen  Grand  Commander.  His  administration 
of  Templar  affairs  was  every  way  vigorous  and  painstaking. 
He  visited  all  parts  of  the  jurisdiction,  rendered  valuable  service 
in  the  way  of  suggestion  and  counsel  to  Commanderies  and 
officers,  and  contributed  a  wholesome,  inspiring  influence  to  the 
membership  of  the  Order,  by  earnest  words  spoken,  and  the  at- 
tention he  gave  to  all  the  details  of  the  important  trust  devolved 
upon  him. 

Bro.  Sanborn  was  married  April  7,  1870,  to  Miss  Isabella  M. 
Higbee,  of  New  Hampton,  N.  H.    They  have  three  children. 

The  brother  herein  referred  to  is  in  the  prime  of  life,  having 
before  him  the  prospect  of  many  years  of  active  service  in 
Freemasonry  and  for  the  public  good.  It  may  well  be  said  of 
him  that  he  is  a  strong  and  capable  worker  along  many  lines  of 
useful  activity. 
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ROBERT  S.  FRANKLIN. 

This  brother  was  born  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  August  4,  1836.  He 
is  the  son  of  Robert  Maynard  Franklin  and  Ruth  Melvill  (Bar- 
ker) Franklin.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city.  He  afterwards  received  a  desired  business  training 
and  gained  knowledge  of  the  baking  business  in  which  he  en- 
gaged with  his  brother,  the  firm  name  being  R.  &  W.  Franklin. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  by  reason  of  his  business  abilities 
and  his  aptitude  for  public  affairs,  has  frequently  been  called 
upon  to  fill  important  financial  positions  as  also  to  represent  and 
serve  his  fellow  citizens  in  official  stations.  He  is  at  the  time 
of  this  writing  a  Director  of  the  Aquidneck  National  Bank,  a 
Vice-President  of  the  Island  Savings  Bank,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Newport  Water  Works,  and  of  the 
Newport  Nursery  Co.  He  is  also  the  President  of  the  Bristol 
Gas  Light  Co.,  of  Bristol,  R.  I. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of  the 
city  of  Newport,  in  187 1,  from  the  Third  ward,  and  was  re- 
elected annually,  without  opposition,  for  ten  years.  During  six 
of  these  years  he  served  as  President  of  the  body.  In  1882  he 
was  elected  Mayor  and  served  in  this  highest  city  office  for  four 
years.  He  has  been  called  to  other  responsible  positions  in  city 
affairs,  and  has  fulfilled  the  duties  of  a  member  of  the  School 
Committee,  and  also  of  the  Board  of  Health,  for  a  number  of 
years.  In  all  these  departments  of  service  he  has  shown  an 
earnest  purpose  to  promote  the  public  interests. 

He  served  two  years  in  the  State  Senate  of  Rhode  Island. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Valuation. 

He  was  initiated  into  Freemasonry  by  St.  John's  Lodge,  No. 
1,  Newport,  February  10,  1868;  he  was  raised  as  a  Master  Ma- 
son and  acquired  membership  in  that  Lodge  on  February  24th 
of  the  same  year.  He  was  elected  Wor.  Master  of  the  Lodge 
in  1875,  having  previously  served  as  Junior  Warden  and  as 
Senior  Warden.  He  was  again  called  to  occupy  the  Master's 
chair  in  1K87.  and  served  two  years. 

Bro.  Franklin  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Freemasonry 
in  Newport  Chapter,  taking  the  Royal  Arch  degree  December 
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8,  1868.  He  was  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  for  three  years — 
from  1872  to  1874,  inclusive.  He  received  the  Cryptic  degrees 
in  DeBlois  Council,  Newport,  and  was  its  TV.  111/.  Master  in 
1888.  He  was  Knighted  in  Washington  Commandery,  No.  4, 
Newport,  Dec.  30,  1868,  and  Jan.  6,  1869  ;  and  was  Em.  Com- 
mander of  that  body  in  1878,  1882,  and  1883,  having  previously 
held  several  subordinate  offices.  After  his  first  holding  of  the 
office  of  Em.  Commander,  he  served  as  Prelate  of  the  Com- 
mandery. He  received  the  degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rite  in  July, 
1869,  and  has  been  at  the  head  of  two  of  the  bodies  represent- 
ing that  Rite. 

He  has  been  active  and  prominent  in  all  the  Grand  Bodies, 
and  has  held  important  official  positions.  In  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island  he  has  served  as  Junior  Grand  Warden  and  as 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master.  In  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode 
Island  he  has  held  the  offices  of  Grand  King,  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  Grand  High  Priest.  He  served  in  the  last 
named  and  highest  office  during  the  years  1889  and  1890. 

It  is  pleasant  to  present  this  sketch  of  an  active  and  popular 
Craftsman,  already  identified  in  important  and  useful  ways  with 
the  movements  of  the  Fraternity,  along  the  varying  lines  of  its 
expression,  and  to  whom  the  future  seems  inviting  in  ways  of 
augmented  honor  and  services. 


ELISHA  H.  RHODES. 

Ei.isha  Hunt  Rhodes,  eldest  son  of  Captain  Elisha  H.  and 
Eliza  A.  Rhodes,  and  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  ninth  genera- 
tion from  Roger  Williams,  was  born  in  Pawtuxet,  town  of  Crans- 
ton, R.  I.,  March  21,  1842.  He  was  educated  in  the  village 
schools  of  Pawtuxet,  Fountain  street  Grammar  School,  Provi- 
dence, and  Potter  &  Hammond's  Commercial  College,  of  the 
same  city.  His  father,  Capt.  Elisha  H.  Rhodes,  was  a  sea  cap- 
tain, and  was  lost  at  sea,  on  Lenyard's  Bay,  Abaco,  Dec.  10, 
1858,  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  sixteen  years  old. 

The  youth  left  school  about  that  time  and  went  to  work  in 
the  office  of  Frederick  Miller,  of  Providence,  where  he  remained 
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until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  in  1861.  On  June  5th 
of  that  year,  being  then  nineteen  years  old,  he  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate in  Co.  D,  of  the  Second  Rhode  Island  Volunteers.  He 
served  throughout  the  war  until  July  28,  1865.  He  partici- 
pated in  every  campaign  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from 
Bull  Run  to  Appomattox,  a  period  of  four  years  and  fifty-two 
days.  He  was  made  Corporal  on  the  day  of  his  enlistment. 
Promotions  came  to  him  as  follows:  Sergeant  Major,  March  1, 
1862  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  July  24,  1862  ;  First  Lieutenant. 
March  2,  1863;  Adjutant,  November  7,  1863;  Captain,  May  5, 
1864.  He  assumed  command  of  the  Regiment,  June  5,  1864, 
and  retained  it  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

He  was  commissioned  Brevet  Major,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  for 
gallant  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Winchester,  September  19,  1864; 
Lieut.  Colonel,  for  gallant  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Petersburg^ 
Va.,  April  2,  1865  ;  and  Colonel,  for  gallant  conduct  during  the 
war,  July  18,  1865. 

On  his  return  to  his  native  State  he  became  identified  with  its 
military  affairs  and  rendered  valuable  services  in  connection 
therewith.  On  June  25,  1879,  he  was  elected  Brigadier  General, 
Brigade  of  Rhode  Island  Militia,  and  was  still  in  command  at 
Centennial  year,  1891. 

Gen.  Rhodes  is  a  charter  member  of  Prescott  Post,  No.  1, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Department  of  Rhode  Island, 
having  joined  in  the  establishment  of  the  Post,  April  12,  1867. 
He  was  the  first  Commander  of  Prescott  Post,  holding  such  po- 
sition during  the  years  1867-68.  He  was  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  Department  of  R.  I.,  G.  A.  R.,  in  187 1.  He  was  Com- 
mander of  the  Department  during  the  years  1872-73.  He  was 
Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
in  1877.  He  held  the  office  of  Vice-President  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  Society  in  1877.  He  was  the  prime  mover  in  or- 
ganizing the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Historical  Society  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  was  the  first  President  of  the  Society.  He  contin- 
ued to  hold  the  office  for  seven  years.  He  has  held  the  position 
of  President  of  the  Second  R.  I.  Volunteers  and  Battery  A, 
Veteran  Association. 

He  has  been  actively  identified  with  other  military  and  civil 
societies,  and  by  such  connection  has  exercised  a  large  measure 
of  wholesome  influence.    He  has  also  been  a  working  and  hon- 
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ored  member  of  several  benevolent  and  fraternal  organizations. 
He  has  been  at  the  head  of  Golden  Rule  Lodge,  Knights  of 
Honor,  and  of  What  Cheer  Assembly,  Royal  Good  Fellows, 
Providence.  Having  the  fraternal  and  social  feeling  in  more 
than  ordinary  degree  he  has  appreciated  the  beneficent  charac- 
ter of  these  various  alliances  and  societies  and  has  gladly  united 
with 'others  of  like  sentiment  in  supporting  such  organizations. 

He  has  shown  a  hearty  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has 
rendered  efficient  aid  to  the  public  school  interests  of  Provi- 
dence. He  served  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of  that 
city  for  a  number  of  years.  He  has  held  responsible  offices  un- 
der appointment  of  the  National,  the  State,  and  the  City  Gov- 
ernments. He  was  appointed  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue, 
District  of  Rhode  Island.  July,  1875,  and  continued  to  hold  that 
office  for  ten  years,  until  June,  1S85.  In  the  last  named  year 
he  was  elected  Assessor  of  Taxes  in  the  City  of  Providence,  an 
office  which  he  has  since  held  by  repeated  elections. 

He  was  married  June  12,  1866,  to  Caroline  P.  Hunt,  daugh- 
ter of  Joshua  P.  Hunt,  of  Providence.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  two  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  made  a  Mason  in  Harmony 
Lodge,  No.  9,  Pawtuxet,  March  29,  1864.  He  served  the  Lodge 
in  various  official  positions — was  Junior  Warden  in  1884,  Senior 
Warden  in  1885,  and  Wor.  Master  in  18S6.  He  was  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  in  1887-8S,  Senior  Grand  Warden  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  in  1889-90-91.  Since  Centen- 
nial year  he  has  been  advanced  to  the  highest  office,  that  of 
Grand  Master,  which  he  holds  at  the  time  this  volume  is  passing 
through  the  press.  He  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry in  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  March  and  April. 
1 89 1.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Veterans'  Associa- 
tion of  Rhode  Island. 

The  Brother  of  whom  this  biographical  mention  in  made 
joined  the  Pawtuxet  Baptist  Church  when  he  was  but  thirteen 
years  of  age.  In  1867  he  united  with  the  Central  Baptist  Church 
in  Providence,  with  which  he  has  since  been  connected  in  an 
active  and  mo*t  helpful  manner.  He  is  a  Deacon  of  the  church 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  Outside  of  his  home 
church  he  has  rendered  efficient  service  in  denominational  en- 
terprises and  seeking  to  advance  the  interests  of  Christian  in- 
stitutions. 
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Bro.  Rhodes  possesses  the  sterling  qualities  that  mark  the 
upright  man,  the  worthy  citizen,  and  the  true  Craftsman.  He 
has  creditably  filled  a  great  number  of  important  positions,  Ma- 
sonic and  otherwise,  and  has  deservedly  gained  the  esteem  and 
friendship  of  his  associates,  and  of  the  public.  He  holds  a 
warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  Rhode 
Island. 


HENRY  C.  ARMSTRONG. 

Henry  ('lay  Armstrong  was  born  in  Chepachet,  R  I.,  March 
22,  1847.  He  is  the  son  of  Job  and  Harriet  C.  (Reynolds)  Arm- 
strong. When  he  was  five  years  old  his  parents  moved  to  Prov- 
idence. Three  years  later  a  more  distant  removal  was  taken — 
to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  The  lad  attended  the  public  schools 
in  Grand  Rapids  and  made  rapid  progress  in  the  several  depart- 
ments to  which  he  was  admitted  during  the  five  years  he  lived 
in  that  city. 

Besides  prosecuting  his  studies  at  school  he  used  his  spare 
hours  in  carrying  newspapers  and  in  discharging  the  duties  of 
clerk  in  a  popular  news  depot  and  periodical  store.  He  was 
courteous,  willing,  and  obliging,  and  quickly  made  friends  with 
the  patrons  he  served.  Everybody  in  the  city  knew  him  and 
regarded  him  with  favor.  The  present  writer  has  seen  a  testi- 
monial presented  to  the  boy  at  the  time  he  was  about  to  leave 
Grand  Rapids,  being  then  thirteen  years  old.  The  document 
praises  Master  Henry  C.  Armstrong  for  his  excellent  conduct, 
expresses  regret  at  his  leaving  the  city,  and  commends  him  to 
the  confidence  of  all  who  may  require  such  services  as  he  could 
render.  It  is  signed  by  the  Mayor  of  the  city  (in  1S60)  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  other  officials,  clergymen,  merchants, 
etc.,  and  clearly  indicates  the  fact  that  the  youth  had  earned  a 
good  reputation  by  the  way  and  manner  he  had  borne  himself 
before  the  public. 

•  When  he  came  back  to  Providence  he  entered  the  Prospect 
Street  School  where  he  held  foremost  rank  both  for  conduct 
and  scholarship.    He  was  drawn  toward  a  business  course  of 
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life,  and  very  soon  after  leaving  the  Grammar  School  he  entered 
into  the  employ  of  the  "  Providence  Tool  Company  Armory  " 
as  clerk  and  book-keeper.  In  1865  he  made  an  engagement 
with  the  Kendall  Manufacturing  Company,  Providence,  render- 
ing a  varying  service  as  book-keeper,  commercial  traveller,  and 
salesman.  He  has  remained  with  this  prominent  concern  until 
the  time  of  this  writing,  and  is  now  associated  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  important  business. 

The  energy,  tact,  and  aptitude  for  affairs  shown  by  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  were  seen  during  the  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  City  Council  of  Providence.  For  two  years,  1886-87,  he 
represented  the  old  Third  ward  in  the  Common  Council,  and 
during  the  last  named  vear  he  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Education.  He  was  elected  Alderman  from  the  First 
ward  "in  1888,  and  re-elected  the  following  year.  He  rendered 
good  service  in  the  upper  branch  and  was  deservedly  popular 
among  his  constituents,  but  at  the  expiration  of  his  second  term 
declined  to  be  again  a  candidate. 

Bro.  Armstrong  is  a  member  of  Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  27, 
Providence  ;  he  was  initiated  August  31,  1875,  passed  to  the 
second  degree  September  23,  1875,  and  raised  October  12th  of 
the  same  year.  He  was  elected  Wor.  Master  October  27,  1884, 
and  served  one  year.  He  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Providence  Chapter,  No.  1,  being  exalted  as  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  in  that  body  May  17,  1876.  He  obtained  the  de- 
grees of  Cryptic  Masonry  in  Providence  Council  in  1885. 

He  received  the  orders  of  knighthood  in  Calvary  Command- 
ery,  N  o.  1 3»  Providence,  and  acquired  membership  in  that  organ- 
ization June  27,  1876.  He  has  taken  the  degrees  of  the  Scottish 
Rite  to  the  32  ,  and  holds  membership  in  the  Providence  bodies 
of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  allegiant  to  the  Northern 
Jurisdiction. 

In  several  of  these  organizations  he  has  held  office  and  ren- 
dered services  on  committees  or  otherwise.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  Centennial 
Vear,  1 891,  he  served  on  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  giv- 
ing careful  attention  to  many  matters  of  detail  placed  under  his 
supervision.  He  was  also  placed  on  the  committee  charged 
with  the  publication  of  the  Centennial  Memorial  volume,  and 
has  given  valuable  assistance  in  the  needed  work  of  preparation 
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for  the  issue  of  that  volume.  His  energy  and  kindly  spirit,  his 
Masonic  zeal  and  manly  worth  are  well  appreciated  by  his 
numerous  friends  and  by  the  Fraternity. 


HORATIO  ROGERS. 

♦ 

Gknkral  Horatio  Rogers,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Rhode  Island,  son  of  Horatio  and  Susan  (Curtis) 
Rogers,  was  born  in  Providence,  May  18,  1836.  His  grand- 
father and  two  of  his  great-uncles  were  officers  in  the  American 
army  of  the  Revolution.  His  father  was  a  cotton  manufacturer. 
Horatio,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Providence, 
and  in  Brown  University  of  that  city.  He  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  A.  B.  in  the  class  of  1855.  He  studied  law  in  the 
office  of  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Jenckes  and  in  the  Harvard  Law 
School,  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
185S.  He  married,  January  29,  1861,  Lucia,  daughter  of  Re- 
solved Waterman,  of  Providence.  He  had  taken  an  active  part 
in  the  presidential  campaign  of  i860,  and  when,  on  the  year 
following,  the  ^attack  on  Fort  Sumter  was  made,  and  the  first 
call  for  soldiers  to  defend  the  Union  was  issued,  he  was  anxious 
to  enlist  in  his  country's  service.  He  carried  his  patriotic  pur- 
pose into  effect,  and  entered  the  army,  August  27,  1861,  as  First 
Lieutenant  in  Company  t),  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island  Regi- 
ment, Heavy  Artillery.  On  October  9th  of  the  same  year  he 
was  promoted  to  a  Captaincy  and  assigned  to  Company  H.  He 
accompanied  his  regiment,  which  formed  a  part  of  Gen.  T.  W. 
Sherman's  expedition,  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  in  the  fall  of  1861, 
and  took  part  in  the  assault  which  resulted  in  the  capture  by  the 
Union  forces  of  Forts  Walker  and  Beauregard  at  Hilton  Head 
and  Bay  Point.    The  Third  Regiment  held  the  captured  forts. 

In  January,  1862,  Capt.  Rogers  was  stationed  at  Bay  Point 
and  on  the  islands  around  Beaufort.  In  March  of  the  same 
year  he  was  ordered  with  a  part  of  the  Third  Regiment  to  Ty- 
bee  Island,  Georgia,  to  aid  in  the  reduction  of  Fort  Pulaski. 
In  the  attack,  April  10  and  11,  1862,  he  had  command  of  Bat- 
tery McClellan,  which  was  nearest  the  fort,  and  rendered  most 
important  service  in  its  reduction. 

27 
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Captain  Rogers  and  his  company  participated  in  the  campaign 
on  James  Island,  S.  C,  in  the  following  June,  and  for  the  brave 
part  he  took  in  the  action  of  June  16,  1862,  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Major.  He  participated  in  several  movements  and 
engagements  while  attached  to  the  Department  of  the  South. 
He  also  acted  efficiently  as  Judge  Advocate  on  several  courts- 
martial  ordered  by  the  commanding  officer. 

On  January  7,  1863,  he  received  a  commission,  dated  Decem- 
ber 27,  1862,  as  Colonel  of  the  Second  Rhode  Island  Regiment, 
then  stationed  at  Falmouth,  Va.  He  shared,  with  his  gallant 
regiment,  in  the  various  actions  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
during  1863,  and  for  his  meritorious  conduct  in  numerous  en- 
gagements, received  the  praise  of  Generals  under  whom  he 
served,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  from  the  General  Assembly  of 
Rhode  Island.  His  health  failed  in  January,  1864,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  resign  his  commission  and  return  home.  For  gal- 
lant conduct  he  was  afterwards  brevetted  Brigadier-General  of 
United  States  Volunteers. 

He  resumed  his  law  practice  and  applied  himself,  with  as 
much  diligence  as  the  condition  of  his  health  would  allow,  to 
his  profession.  At  the  election  in  1864  he  was  chosen  Attorney 
General,  and  served  in  this  important  office  for  several  years. 
In  1868  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  and 
served  one  year.  He  was  again  elected  in  1874  and  1S75.  He 
was  deservedly  influential  during  the  several  terms  of  his  mem- 
bership in  the  House  of  Representatives.  In  1866  he  was  elec- 
ted to  the  Common  Council  of  Providence,  again  in  1867,  and 
also  in  1873  and  1874.  During  a  portion  of  the  latter  time  of 
service  he  held  the  position  of  President. 

In  the  spring  of  1867  his  wife  died.    Jn  the  autumn  of  1869 

he  married  Kmily  P.  Smith,  daughter  of  Gov.  James  V.  Smith. 

His  second  marriage  led  to  his  entering  into  partnership  with 

his  father-in-law,  Gov.  Smith,  and  his  brother-in-law,  Mr  C.  A. 

■ 

Nichols,  in  the  business  of  manufacturing  cotton  goods.  'Phis 
connection  lasted  for  several  years,  during  which  the  subjec  t  of 
this  sketch  gave  but  comparatively  slight  attention  to  the  law. 
The  death  of  Governor  Smith,  with  the  changed  conditions  in 
the  conducting  of  the  manufacturing  business  of  the  firm,  led 
General  Rogers  to  resume  his  profession  in  which  he  had  already 
acquired  a  just  prominence.    In  188S  he  was  again  elected  At- 
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torney  General  of  the  State.  He  held  the  office  for  one  year. 
On  May  27,  1891,  he  was  elected  Associate  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Rhode  Island. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  Providence, 
October  20,  1858.  He  acquired  membership  in  that  Lodge 
November  17,  1858.  He  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Lodge 
December  27,  1859,  and  served  two  years.  On  May  30,  1864, 
he  was  elected  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island.    He  served  one  year  and  declined  a  re-election. 

Bro.  Rogers  has  taken  advanced  steps  in  Freemasonry  and  in 
the  associated  Orders  and  Rites.  He  received  the  orders  of 
knighthood  in  Calvary  Commandery,  No.  13,  Providence,  during 
the  year  1878.  He  acquired  membership  in  that  body  on  Dec. 
3d  of  that  year.  After  faithfully  discharging  the  duties  of  sev- 
eral less  important  offices  he  was  elected  Em.  Commander,  and 
served  in  that  official  station  for  one  year — 1888-89.  It  may  be 
said  of  this  brother,  now  withdrawn,  because  of  his  Judicial 
office,  and  numerous  duties,  from  active  participation  in  Masonic 
affairs,  that  he  is  exceedingly  well  informed  respecting  matters 
of  history,  ritual,  and  jurisprudence,  related  to  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  institution.  His  regard  for  the  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity and  the  Order  of  Knights  Templars  has  been  frequently 
shown,  as  also  his  attachment  to  the  principles  which  constitute 
the  strength  of  both  organizations.  He  is  a  man  of  scholarly 
tastes  and  acquisitions.  He  has  written  a  number  of  papers  on 
subjects  of  a  patriotic,  historical,  or  literary  character,  which 
have  been  received  with  marked  favor.  He  has  delivered  ora- 
tions on  numerous  public  occasions,  Masonic  and  otherwise,  and 
these  addresses  have  been  alike  thoughtful  in  their  expression 
and  eloquent  in  their  delivery.  As  President  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society  he  has  not  only  discharged  the  func- 
tions of  a  responsible  office,  but  has  contributed  in  various  ways 
to  the  enlarged  usefulness  of  that  excellent  organization. 
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♦ 

EDWIN  BAKER. 

Edwin  Bakkk,  son  of  Henry  and  Susan  (Murray)  Baker,  was 
born  at  Newmarket,  N.  H.,  Nov.  21,  1837.  He  traces  his  descent 
from  English  ancestors,  as  follows  :  Francis  Baker  came  to 
Boston,  Mass.,  in  the  ship  44  Planter,"  in  the  year  1635.  The 
home  which  he  left  was  at  St.  Stebbons,  Hertford  County,  Eng- 
land. Francis  Baker  married  Isabel  Twining  and  settled  in  the 
vicinity  of  Boston.  His  descendants,  for  the  most  part,  during 
several  generations,  found  homes  within  the  limits  of  Massa- 
chusetts Colony.  Edwin  Baker  is  the  ninth  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent from  his  English  ancestor,  who  came  to  this  country  in 

'635- 

Henry  Baker,  father  of  Edwin,  was  born  in  Maine,  Sept.  10, 
1804,  and  moved  to  Newmarket,  N.  H.,  about  the  time  he  at- 
tained his  majority.  He  was  superintendent  of  a  manufacturing 
establishment  at  Newmarket,  N.  H.,  and  at  a  later  period,  in 
1836,  he  engaged  in  trade.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of 
Timothy  and  Elizabeth  (Chapman)  Murray. 

In  March,  1842,  Henry  Baker  and  family,  Edwin  being  then 
a  boy  of  five  years,  came  to  Providence.  A  colony  of  some 
twenty  persons,  neighbors  and  friends,  removed  to  Providence 
at  that  time.  Among  them  was  Dr.  Chas.  W.  Fabyan,  after- 
wards a  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  physician  in  Provi- 
dence. Henry  Baker,  on  first  taking  up  his  residence  in  Provi- 
dence, engaged  in  trade  ;  but  having  some  musical  gifts  and  in- 
clinations he  opened  piano  rooms,  and  began  business  as  a 
dealer  and  maker  of  musical  instruments.  This  beginning  was 
May  1,  1852.  The  business  was  carried  on  at  the  same  place 
by  Henry  Baker,  the  firm  name  being,  since  Jan.  1,  1859,  Henry 
Baker  &  Son,  until  the  death  of  the  senior  partner,  March  14, 
1888.  The  business  is  still  continued  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  under  the  same  firm  name,  and  is  now  the  oldest  contin- 
uous business  firm  on  the  street. 

In  his  new  residence  at  Providence,  Edwin  received  the  bene- 
fits of  the  excellent  public  schools  of  that  city.  He  passed 
creditably  through  all  the  grades,  and  graduated  from  the  Prov- 
idence High  School  in  June,  1853.  He  decided  to  learn  his 
father's  trade,  and  also  to  obtain  a  good  musical  education.  By- 
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instruction  received  in  Boston  and  elsewhere,  and  by  diligent 
attention,  he  fitted  himself  as  a  "  Professional  Piano  and  Organ 
Tuner  and  Repairer."  When  thus  qualified  he  became  associa- 
ted in  business  with  his  father  as  already  stated. 

Possessed  of  musical  skill  and  training  he  was  soon  called  to 
fill  various  important  positions  in  church  choirs,  musical  asso- 
ciations, etc.  Since  1857  he  has  been  an  active  or  contributing 
member  of  all  the  prominent  orchestral  and  choral  associations 
formed  in  Providence.  He  has  filled  all  the  positions  in  church 
choirs  from  chorus  singer  to  Director  and  Organist.  He  organ- 
ized and  trained  the  first  boy  choir  at  St.  Andrew's  Church, 
Providence.  He  presided  at  the  organ  in  Grace  Church  at  in- 
tervals for  a  number  of  years,  and  afterwards  held  the  position 
of  Director  of  Music  at  the  Beneficent  Congregational  Church, 
both  in  Providence.  His  church  relations  are  with  the  last 
named  religious  organization.  He  has  served  as  deacon  in  the 
church,  and  as  treasurer  of  the  parish  or  society  organization. 

He  was  married  November  14,  1866,  to  Maria  Josephine 
Jastram.    They  have  one  child,  Edith  Jastram  Baker. 

Bro.  Baker  was  made  a  Mason  in  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21, 
Providence,  January  25,  1861  ;  he  was  raised  as  a  Master  Ma- 
son in  the  same  Lodge,  and  admitted  to  its  membership,  Febru- 
ary 8,  1 86 1 .  He  was  exalted  to  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  in 
Providence  Chapter,  No.  m,  November  6,  1862.  He  received 
the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  in  Providence  Council, 
March  13,  1863.  He  received  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  Cal- 
vary Commandery,  No.  13,  having  the  Order  of  the  Temple 
conferred  upon  him  and  being  admitted  to  membership,  Feb. 
10,  1863.  A  few  years  later  he  received  the  degrees  of  the  An- 
cient and  Accepted  Rite  in  the  bodies  established  at  Providence 
and  allegiant  to  the  Northern  Jurisdiction. 

In  What  Cheer  Lodge  he  was  called  to  serve  first  as  Organist 
and  then  in  various  ascending  lines  of  official  station,  until,  on 
November  30,  1868,  he  was  elected  Wor.  Master.  He  served  in 
that  office  one  year.  He  has  been  Organist  and  Musical  Direc- 
tor of  the  Lodge  for  upwards  of  twenty  years.  He  has  been 
Secretary  of  the  Lodge  since  1876.  In  Providence  Chapter  he 
has  held  but  few  offices.  In  the  Grand  Chapter  he  has  held  the 
office  of  Grand  Organist  for  twenty-six  years.  For  two  years 
he  held  the  office  of  Thrice  Illustrious  Master  in  Providence 
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Council,  having  previously  filled  many  subordinate  stations.  In 
1 88 1  he  was  elected  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  and 
served  two  years.  He  has  served  his  Commandery  efficiently  as 
organist,  and  has,  at  different  times  held  the  offices  of  secre- 
tary, treasurer,  and  Junior  Warden.  In  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies 
he  has  rendered  much  service.  He  was  Master  of  Providence 
Rose  Croix  Chapter  before  its  consolidation  with  the  Rhode 
Island  Chapter,  and  of  the  last  named  Body  after  such  consoli- 
dation. He  was  Lieutenant  Commander  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Consistory  for  three  years. 

Bro.  Baker  entered  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  in 
1866,  being  at  that  time  Junior  Warden  of  What  Cheer  Lodge. 
He  was  the  first  musical  director  appointed  in  Grand  Lodge  ; 
while  holding  this  office  he  gave  intelligent  and  zealous  direc- 
tion to  providing  acceptable  music  on  occasions  when  the  Grand 
Lodge  appeared  in  public  to  enact  some  desired  ceremony.  He 
had  charge  of  the  music  on  the  memorable  occasion  when  the 
corner-stone  of  the  monument,  erected  in  Providence  under  au- 
thority of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  State  who  fell  in  the 
Civil  War,  was  laid — June  24,  1870;  also  at  the  laying  of  the 
corner-stone  of  the  City  Hall,  Providence,  and  on  numerous 
other  occasions  when  the  Grand  Lodge  and  other  Masonic  bod- 
ies were  convened  to  engage  in  public  services.  Hro.  Baker  was 
instrumental  in  organizing  the  Orpheus  Club,  in  November. 
i860,  and  was  unanimously  elected  its  president  for  twenty 
years,  until,  in  1880,  it  was  merged  in  Orpheus  Lodge,  No.  36, 
Providence,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member,  though  still  re- 
taining his  membership  in  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21.  It  is  to 
the  Orpheus  Club,  as  first  designated,  and  afterwards  Orpheus 
Lodge,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  is  indebted  for 
the  furnishing  of  excellent  music  at  various  times,  and  to  Pro. 
Baker,  especially,  is  much  of  grateful  appreciation  due  for  his 
able  direction  on  such  occasions. 

Pro.  Baker  was  elected  Grand  Secretary,  May  20,  1872,  since 
which  date  he  has  served  continuously  and  faithfully  in  that  im- 
portant office.  The  demands  of  the  office  have  been  greatly 
increased  since  his  first  election  and  much  more  of  time  and  at- 
tention are  now  required  for  the  fulfilment  of  its  various  duties. 
Grand  Secretary  Baker  is  an  able  and  genial  officer,  well  versed 
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in  the  history  and  rules  of  Freemasonry,  especially  of  Grand 
Lodge  procedure  in  Rhode  Island,  hence  he  is  well  qualified  to 
advise  with  committees  and  Grand  Officers  in  matters  relating 
to  their  respective  lines  of  work.  As  Grand  Secretary  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  he  has  become  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  among  Masons  both  in  this  country  and  abroad. 
He  is  the  accredited  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England,  having  been  commissioned  as  such  to  succeed  Past 
Grand  Master  Van  Slyck,  deceased. 

Grand  Secretary  Baker  is  held  in  just  esteem  for  his  many 
excellent  qualities,  and  especially  for  his  obliging  attention  to 
all  with  whom  he  is  brought  in  contact.  He  is  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Fraternity,  inheriting,  as  may  be  said,  a  birthright 
love  for  Freemasonry,  his  father  having  been  a  faithful  adherent 
to  the  Craft  in  Anti-Masonic  times,  and  as  Senior  Warden  of 
Rising  Star  Lodge,  No.  47,  Newmarket,  N.  H.,  in  1827,  retaining 
the  charter  of  that  Lodge  during  the  years  of  darkness  and  trial 
until  the  revival  came.  The  son,  of  whom  this  sketch  is  writ- 
ten, holds  a  foremost  position  among  loyal  and  prominent 
Rhode  Island  Craftsmen. 


HENRY  W.  RUGG. 

Hlxrv  Warrkn  Rur.u,  eldest  son  of  Warren  and  Hannah 
(Smith)  Rugg,  was  born  in  Framingham,  Mass.,  Sept.  3,  1833. 
He  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and  afterwards  profited  by  an  academical  course  in 
Mount  Hoi  lis  Seminary,  Holliston,  Mass.  At  a  later  period  he 
pursued  advanced  studies  under  private  instruction.  In  the 
nineteenth  year  of  his  age  he  entered  upon  the  vocation  of  a 
school  teacher  in  Milford,  Mass.  He  taught  successfully  in  pub- 
lic and  private  schools  for  several  years.  While  teaching  in 
Worcester,  Mass.,  he  applied  himself,  under  the  direction  of 
Rev.  J.  G.  Adams,  of  that  city,  to  the  study  of  theology  with  a 
view  of  fitting  himself  for  the  Christian  ministry.  In  1854  he 
was  ordained  as  a  Universalist  clergyman  and  called  to  the  pas- 
torate of  a  parish  in  South  Dennis,  Mass.  He  spent  several 
years  in  that  village,  teaching  school  as  well  as  preaching,  and 
also  serving  as  a  member  of  the  school  committee  of  the  town  of 
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Dennis.  In  1856  he  took  charge  of  the  Sea  View  Seminary  in 
Hyannis,  Mass.,  which  position  he  left  the  year  following  to  ac- 
cept pastoral  charge  of  a  church  in  East  Cambridge,  Mass., 
where  he  remained  nearly  four  years,  removing  thence  to  Bath, 
Maine,  where  he  was  settled  over  a  large  and  prosperous  church. 
He  was  obliged,  by  reason  of  ill  health,  to  resign  this  charge  in 
1864  and  to  seek  a  milder  climate.  He  was  offered  and  accepted 
a  position  in  the  Post  Office  Department  at  Washington,  and 
was  soon  promoted  to  the  responsible  office  of  Chief  Clerk  of 
the  Finance  Bureau,  which  place  he  resigned  in  August,  1866, 
to  accept  the  pastorate  of  the  Second  Universalist  Church  in 
Providence,  R.  I. 

Under  his  charge  the  parish  increased  in  numbers  and  re- 
sources, erected  a  new  house  of  worship,  and  under  its  changed 
name,  the  Church  of  the  Mediator,  became  influential  and  use- 
ful. After  eleven 'years  of  successful  service  the  pastor  re- 
signed and  removed  to  Halifax,  X.  S.,  to  take  charge  of  the 
Church  of  the  Redeemer  in  that  city.  The  Church  of  the  Me- 
diator was  unwilling,  however,  to  acquiesce  in  his  withdrawal, 
and  in  a  few  months  sent  to  him  an  earnest  request  to  return  to 
Providence  and  resume  his  former  charge.  He  consented  to 
do  so,  and,  after  a  little  less  than  a  year's  absence,  he  returned 
to  Providence  and  took  up  again  the  work  of  the  pastorate 
which  he  has  since  held. 

He  has  been  active  and  prominent  in  promoting  the  enter- 
prises of  the  denomination  with  which  he  is  connected.  In  1S69 
he  served  as  one  of  a  committee  which  formulated  the  present 
system  of  church  polity,  accepted  by  the  General  Convention 
at  their  session  in  Gloucester  in  1870.  In  the  following  year  he 
was  elected  a  trustee  of  the  General  Convention,  which  office 
he  has  continued  to  hold  by  repeated  elections  until  the  present 
time.  He  has  also  served  as  President  of  the  General  Conven- 
tion. For  several  years  he  held  the  office  of  President  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Universalist  Convention,  and  since  1878  he  has 
held  the  office  of  Secretary  of  that  body.  He  has  served  as 
trustee  and  director  of  the  Universalist  Publishing  House,  Bos- 
ton. He  is  a  trustee  of  Tufts  College.  This  Institution,  in 
1888,  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  given  much  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  interests  of  public  school  education  in  Providence. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


425 


He  has  held  office  as  member  of  the  school  committee  for  up- 
wards of  twenty  years.  He  was  President  of  the  Board  for  a 
number  of  years  and  until  he  resigned  the  position.  He  has 
been  at  different  times  chairman  of  the  most  important  com- 
mittees of  the  Board.  At  the  time  of  this  writing  he  is  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  High  Schools.  He  is  a  member  of 
numerous  associations  of  a  historical,  educational,  and  benevo- 
lent character. 

He  has  produced  several  pamphlets  and  books,  viz  :  "  The 
Lives  of  the  Presidents;"  "New  England's  Contributions  to 
American  Greatness  ;"  "  Christ  and  His  Church;"  "Our  Word 
and  Work  for  Missions  ;"  "  Memorial  Tribute  to  John  B.  Whit- 
aker,  M.'D.,"  etc.  He  has  also  found  time  for  occasional  con- 
tributions to  the  secular  and  religious  press. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Fraternal  Lodge,  Barnstable,  Sept. 
12,  1854,  soon  after  attaining  his  majority.  Soon  after  his  be- 
coming a  member  of  Fraternal  Lodge,  a  new  Lodge  was  organ- 
ized at  West  Dennis,  Mass.,  with  which  body,  by  reason  of  his 
residence,  he  became  connected  and'  was  elected  its  first  Wor. 
Master.  He  served  in  this  office  in  1855-56.  Subsequently, 
having  changed  his  residence  to  East  Cambridge,  Mass.,  he  be- 
came affiliated  with  Putnam  Lodge,  from  which  he  dimitted  in 
1861,  that  he  might  join  Solar  Lodge,  No.  4,  Bath,  Maine,  to 
which  city  he  had  removed  as  before  stated.  He  was  installed 
Wor.  Master  of  Solar  Lodge,  December  28,  1862,  and  served 
two  years.  He  retained  his  membership  in  Solar  Lodge  for  sev- 
eral years  after  his  removal  to  Providence  ;  he  took  a  dimit  from 
that  body  in  187 1  and  joined  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  Provi- 
dence, in  which  body  he  now  holds  membership. 

Almost  immediately  on  taking  up  his  residence  in  Providence 
he  was  called  upon  to  render  Masonic  services,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter Thomas  A.  Doyle.  In  1868  he  was  appointed  Grand  Chap- 
lain, which  office  he  has  continued  to  hold,  with  the  exception 
of  a  single  year,  until  the  present  time.  He  has  been  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  since  1872. 

He  received  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Orient 
Chapter,  Hyannis.  Mass.,  established  in  1857,  and  became  one 
of  the  charter  members.  He  was  appointed  Chaplain  in  Prov- 
idence Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  1869,  and  Grand  Chaplain  of  the 
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Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  in  the  same  year.  In  1876  he 
was  elected  to  honorary  membership  in  the  Grand  Chapter  and 
appointed  Grand  Lecturer.  In  1885  he  was  elected  Grand 
Scribe,  and  served  one  year.  In  1886  he  was  elected  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  served  one  year,  declining  a  re-election. 

In  1869  he  received  the  degrees  of  Cryptic  Masonry  in  Prov- 
idence Council  of  Roval  and  Select  Masters.  He  has  held  office 
in  the  Grand  Council  of  Rhode  Island,  and  has  been  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  from  the  first  ap- 
pointment of  such  a  committee  He  received  the  Orders  of 
Knighthood  in  Maine  Encampment,  No.  1,  Gardiner,  Me.,  in 
the  latter  part  of  1863,  and  became  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  Dunlap  Commandery,  No  5,  organized  at  Bath,  May  3,  1864. 
He  was  elected  the  first  Prelate  of  Dunlap  Commandery  and 
held  the  orifice  until  his  removal  from  Hath.  He  was  admitted 
to  membership  in  St.  John's  Commandery  of  Providence,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1869,  and  on  the  6th  of  December  following  was 
elected  Prelate,  which  office  he  held  for  two  years.  He  was 
elected  K.  Commander  of  St.  John's  Commandery,  December 
4,  1871,  and  held  this  office  one  year.  He  was  elected  Deputy 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island  in  October,  1873,  and  served  two  years. 
He  was  elected  Grand  Commander  of  the  same  Body  at  the 
Annual  Conclave  held  in  October,  1S75,  in  which  position  he 
served  two  years,  being  re-elected  in  1876  by  a  unanimous  vote. 
He  has  since  served  as  Grand  Prelate  ;  also  as  member  and 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  He 
holds  the  last  named  position  at  the  time  of  this  writing.  He 
also  holds  office  in  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 
He  received  in  December,  1863,  the  degrees  of  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  acquired  membership  in  the  Maine 
Sovereign  Consistory  of  Portland,  Maine,  under  the  Northern 
Jurisdiction. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  delivered  numerous  Masonic 
addresses  in  Rhode  Island,  and  in  other  parts  of  New  England, 
on  the  occasions  of  laying  of  corner-stones  by  the  Fraternity, 
dedication  of  Masonic  halls,  etc.,  the  observance  of  St.  John's 
Day  and  other  Festivals.  Many  of  these  addresses  have  been 
published  in  pamphlet  form  or  otherwise.  Since  October,  1875, 
he  has  been  the  editor  of  the  "  Freemasons'  Repository." 
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Masonic  Lodges  in  Rhode  Island. 


IN  this  department  some  account  is  given  of  the 
rise  and  progress  of  all  the  Lodges  allegiant  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  It  is  intended  by 
these  sketches  to  show  the  manner  in  which  these  va- 
rious Lodges  came  into  being,  how  and  by  whom  they 
were  organized,  together  with  whatever  is  special  or 
distinctive  appertaining  to  their  early  history.  Brief 
as  these  historic  surveys  may  be,  they  will  yet  indicate 
the  growth  and  development  of  the  various  Lodges 
in  the  jurisdiction,  and  furnish  information  both  of 
local  and  general  interest,  the  value  of  which,  in  such 
a  form,  can  hardly  be  overestimated.  To  augment 
this  value  mention  is  made  of  notable  events  and 
occurrences  connected  with  the  history  of  the  indi- 
vidual Lodge,  while  there  are  references,  also,  to 
brethren  who  have  been  specially  active  in  promoting 
its  interests.  The  names  of  the  officers  as  reported 
in  Centennial  year  appear  at  the  close  of  each  his- 
torical sketch. 

The  editor  is  indebted  to  many  brethren  for  aid 
in  preparing  this  department.  In  several  instances 
Lodge  secretaries  or  historians  have  furnished 
sketches  well  adapted  for  use.  In  some  cases  the 
material  offered  has  been  so  abundant  as  to  require 
condensation,  while  more  frequently  there  has  been 
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a  need  to  extend  the  narrative  by  reference  to  origi- 
nal manuscripts  or  printed  records.  The  editor  has  a 
grateful  appreciation  of  the  help  he  has  received  from 
intelligent  brethren  in  the  preparation  of  these  Lodge 
Histories,  and  regrets  his  inability  to  make  an  indi- 
vidual acknowledgment  in  all  cases. 

The  Sketches  are  but  fragmentary  at  the  best. 
They  only  serve  to  suggest  a  more  important  unwrit- 
ten history.  As  already  intimated,  the  value  which 
attaches  to  the  descriptive  papers  printed  on  the  fol- 
lowing pages  is  not  altogether  local,  is  not  limited  to 
brethren  residing  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  respect- 
ive Lodge ;  but  it  is  of  general  interest,  and  it  tends  to 
the  common  welfare  of  the  Craft,  at  least  throughout 
our  home  jurisdiction,  that  such  a  presentation  should 
be  made,  and  thereby  an  opportunity  given  for  the 
comparison  of  the  Freemasonry  of  the  past  with  that 
of  the  present. 
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ST.  JOHN'S  LODGE,  No.  I,  NEWPORT. 


The  organic  life  of  Freemasonry  in  Rhode 
Island  began  with  the  establishment  of  this 
Lodge.  Because  of  this  fact  numerous  ref- 
erences to  the  first  Lodge  in  Newport  ap- 
peared in  Part  First  of  the  present  History. 
The  following  account,  condensed  from  ma- 
terial furnished  by  Bro.  Ara  Hildreth,  Secretary  of  the  Lodge, 
is  supplemental  and  more  in  detail. 

The  history  of  this  Lodge,  as  already  stated,  dates  from  De- 
cember 27,  1749,  under  which  date  the  following  entry  is  made 
in  the  Records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

"At  the  petition  of  Senator  Brown,  residing  at  Newport,  R.  L, 
our  Rt.  Wor.  Bro.  Thomas  Oxnard,  Esq.,  Grand  Master,  granted 
a  constitution  for  a  Lodge  to  be  held  there,  and  appointed  our 
Rt.  Wor.  Bro.  Caleb  Phillips,  to  be  their  first  Master." 

Further  entries  in  the  Records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts show  that  the  newly  formed  Lodge  at  Newport,  was 
represented  in  meetings  of  the  Grand  Body. 

In  1753  the  following  warrant  was  granted  by  the  Provincial 
Grand  Master  : 

T.  Oxmini  (1..  s. )  Provincial  G.  fti. 

To  all  and  every  our  Right  Worshipful  and  loving  brethren.  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  now  residing  or  that  may  hereafter  reside  in  Newport  on  Rhode 
Island.  The  Right  Worshipful  Thomas  Oxnard,  Esq.,  Provincial  Grand  Mas- 
ter  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  seiul- 
eth  greeting  : 
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Whereas,  a  petition  signed  by  George  Gardner  and  divers  other  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons  in  Newport,  aforesaid,  hath  been  presented  to  us,  showing  that 
their  late  Master,  the  Right  Worshipful  Mr.  Caleb  Phillips,  has  used  the  said 
Lodge  unbecoming  a  Mason,  by  withholding  from  the  Lodge  our  Deputation, 
to  him  granted,  as  Master  thereof,  as  also  the  Records  of  said  Lodge,  which 
being  the  foundation  on  which  their  Lodge  is  established,  the  withholding  there- 
of has  left  them  in  the  utmost  confusion  and  uncertainty,  and  whereas,  the 
prayer  of  said  petition  is,  that  we  would  be  pleased  to  nominate  ant'l  appoint 
another  Master  for  said  Lodge,  that  Masonry  may  again  revive  and  flourish  in 
those  parts. 

Now,  therefore,  know  ye.  that  we  have  nominated,  ordained  and  appointed, 
and  by  these  presents  do  nominate,  ordain  and  appoint  our  Right  Worshipful 
and  well  beloved  Bro.  Robert  Jenkins  to  be  Master  of  said  Lodge  in  Newport, 
and  do  hereby  empower  him  to  congregate  the  Brethren  together  and  form  them 
into  a  regular  Lodge.  He  taking  special  care  in  choosing  two  wardens  and 
other  officers  necessaty  for  the  due  regulation  thereof  for  one  year.  At  the  end 
thereof  the  Lodge  shall  have  power  to  choose  and  appoint  their  Master  and  other 
officers,  and  so  on  annually,  the  Master  and  Wardens  for  the  time  being  taking 
special  care  that  all  and  every  member  admitted  into  said  Lodge  from  time  to 
time  have  been  or  shall  be  made  regular  Masons,  and  that  they  do  cause  all  and 
every  the  regulations,  contained  in  the  printed  book  of  Constitutions,  except  so 
far  as  they  have  altered  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  their  (Quarterly  Meetings  in 
London,  to  be  kept  and  observed  and  also  all  such  other  rules  and  instructions 
as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  transmitted  to  them  by  us  or  our  Deputies,  or  by 
the  Grand  Master  or  his  Deputy,  for  the  time  being,  and  that  they  do  send  annu- 
ally an  account  in  writing  to  us  or  our  Deputy,  or  to  the  Grand  Master  or  his 
Deputy,  for  the  time  being,  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  said  Lodge  ami 
their  place  of  abodes  with  the  days  and  place  of  meeting,  with  any  other  things 
that  they  may  think  proper  to  communicate,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Lodge,  and 
lastly,  that  they  do  annually  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  the  Feast  of  St.  John  the 
Evangelist,  and  dine  together  on  that  day  or  near  that  day  as  shall  be  judged 
most  convenient. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  seal  at  Boston,  this  fourteenth  day  of 
May  Anno  Domini  1753  and  of  Masonry  5753. 

By  the  Grand  Master's  command. 

Hi  <;n   M<  Daniki  .        D.  G.  M. 
Hknry  Li-:iu»ki.,  Jr., 
(behalf  of  Benjamin  Hallowed)  S.  <  i.  W. 
John  Box,  J.  G.  W. 

John  Lkykrki  1 ,  G.  S. 

It  is  a  matter  of  interesting  history  to  note  that  on  November 
4,  1756,  it  was  voted  "  to  hold  a  Lodge  at  Providence,  on  Thurs- 
day evening  next,  for  the  convenience  of  a  number  of  gentlemen 
in  that  town  who  have  signified  their  ardent  desire  of  being 
admitted  into  the  Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons." 
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Such  a  meeting  of  the  Lodge  was  duly  held  in  Providence,  and 
the  following  named  candidates  were  initiated  into  Freemasonry, 
namely  :  Paul  Tew,  James  Green,  John  Gerrish,  John  Randal, 
Joseph  Russell,  George  Jackson,  Benjamin  Bowen,  Ebenezer 
Thomson  and  Moses  Deshon. 

A  further  or  formal  charter  was  granted  to  this  Lodge,  March 
20,  1759,  the  text  of  which  appears  on  pages  34  and  35  of  this 
History. 

Just  previous  to  and  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  this 
Lodge  suffered  a  prolonged  declension.  Many  members  of  the 
Craft  in  Newport  joined  King  David's  Lodge,  established  in 
1780,  under  the  authority  of  Moses  M.  Hays,  as  stated  on  page 
44  of  this  History.  Ten  years  later  the  two  Lodges,  King 
David's  and  St.  John's,  came  together  in  a  union  by  which  the 
name  of  St.  John's,  Lodge,  No.  1,  was  preserved  and  made  appli- 
cable for  the  revived  and  united  body.  Thence  followed  the  for- 
mation of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  The  St.  John's 
Lodge  of  Newport,  and  the  St.  John's  Lodge  of  Providence,  par- 
ticipated in  the  establishment  of  that  governing  organization. 

In  the  year  1800  the  matter  of  building  a  Masonic  Hall  upon 
a  lot  which  had  been  bought  by  the  Lodge  in  1759,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building  a  hall,  was  again  considered  ;  and  on  September 
5th  of  the  year  1800,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  procure  plans 
for  a  Masonic  Hall.  The  corner-stone  of  the  proposed  building 
was  laid  April  12,  1802,  by  Past  Grand  Master  Christopher 
Champlin.  The  hall  was  dedicated  Feb.  22,  1803,  by  Grand 
Master  Moses  Seixas,  assisted  by  officers  and  members  of  the 
Lodge  Finding  itself  burdened  by  a  heavy  debt  in  conse- 
quence of  this  building  enterprise,  the  Lodge  petitioned  the 
General  Assembly  for  permission  to  establish  a  lottery  to  raise 
a  sufficient  sum  to  liquidate  said  indebtedness,  and  the  act  was 
passed  at  the  February  session,  1803. 

For  a  number  of  years  following  this  date  a  good  degree  of 
prosperity  attended  the  Lodge,  and  a  considerable  addition  was 
made  to  its  membership.  Under  date  of  September  20,  1818,  a 
record  appears  showing  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  de- 
vise a  plan  for  a  free  school,  to  be  held  in  Masonic  Hall,  to 
educate  the  children  of  brethren  belonging  to  the  Fraternity. 

In  1  Si 7,  following  the  election  of  Dr.  Benjamin  W.  Case  as 
Wor.  Master,  some  serious  difficulties  arose  in  regard  to  Masonic 
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usage  and  authority.  The  Grand  Lodge,  acting  upon  a  memo- 
rial presented  to  that  body,  declared  the  election  void,  and 
ordered  a  new  election.  This  action  was  resisted  by  Dr.  Case 
and  his  followers,  who,  on  the  4th  of  July,  181 8,  adopted  a  dec- 
laration intended  to  separate  them  and  St.  John's  Lodge  in  New- 
port, from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  Such  an  intention 
was  distinctly  affirmed  in  this  declaration.  It  said,  "  St.  John's 
Lodge  is  free  and  independent  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island."  The  promoter  of  this  schism,  in  seek- 
ing to  maintain  the  affirmed  independence  of  St.  John's  Lodge, 
took  with  him  the  Charter,  Records,  and  Jewels  of  the  body. 
He  continued  to  hold  occasional  meetings  with  the  brethren 
who  rallied  about  him  until  June  9.  1834,  when  his  record  ceases. 
The  other  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  who  did  not  share  in 
the  feeling  of  opposition  to  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  who  did  not  support  the  declaration  put  forth,  continued  to 
occupy  the  hall,  and  reaffirmed  their  allegiance  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  within  the  jurisdiction.  Under  the  direction  of  Grand 
Master  John  Carlile,  a  new  board  of  officers  was  elected,  Bro. 
John  L.  Boss  being  chosen  Master.  These  were  duly  installed 
under  recognized  lawful  authority.  These  law  abiding  brethren 
expressed  their  feeling  and  judgment  by  passing  the  following 
vote  : 

"/"('/<'(/:  That  the  I  Krclaration  of  Independence,  so  called,  and  passed  by  an 
assemblage  of  Masons  convened  in  this  hall,  by  which  they  attempted  to  with- 
draw this  Lodge  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  is  hereby  renounced 
and  disapproved  as  a  stigma  on  our  ancient  institution,  and  that  we  disclaim 
all  sanction  or  aid  in  the  same."' 

Much  bitterness  of  feeling  followed  this  conflict  of  authority, 
and  lasted  for  a  number  of  years.  Several  lawsuits  grew  out 
of  the  action  taken  on  the  one  hand  in  breaking  away  from  the 
authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  on  the  other  in  attempting 
to  enforce  its  governing  power.  Matters  in  dispute  were  car- 
ried before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  finally,  in  1S30,  a  judgment 
was  rendered,  substantially  in  favor  of  the  law  abiding  brethren 
and  the  Grand  Lodge.  During  Anti-Masonic  times  the  Lodge 
continued  to  meet  at  regular  intervals,  and  elected  its  officers 
annually.  No  work  was  done,  however,  in  the  Lodge  during 
that  troubled  period.    Work  was  resumed  November  18.  1844, 
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when  two  candidates  were  made  Masons.  Since  that  date  St. 
John's  Lodge,  No.  i,  of  Newport,  has  enjoyed  a  fair  degree  of 
prosperity,  and  has  been  exceedingly  useful  according  to  its 
designed  mission. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  about  the  year  i860,  the  Lodge 
succeeded  in  obtaining  its  Records,  Charter,  Jewels,  and  other 
articles,  which  had  been  carried  away  at  the  time  of  the  dis- 
turbance previously  noted. 

In  the  year  1887  St.  Johns  Lodge  applied  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  which  was 
granted,  and  the  real  estate  was  reconveyed  to  the  Lodge  thus 
recognized.  The  building  was  enlarged  to  nearly  double  the 
size  of  the  original  building,  and  now  furnishes  ample  and  very 
convenient  accommodations  to  the  different  departments  of  the 
Fraternity  in  Newport. 

The  history  of  this  old  Lodge,  first  established  in  this  State, 
shows  much  of  intelligence  and  of  Masonic  zeal  on  the  part  of 
those  who  have  been  members  of  the  body.  In  such  member- 
ship are  included  men  who  have  been  prominent  in  all  the  pro- 
fessions, and  in  almost  every  line  of  business  and  occupation. 
St.  John's  Lodge  in  Newport  has  furnished  several  Grand  Mas- 
ters of  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  others  who  have  been 
prominent  in  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  Freemasonry 
in  the  State.  The  Lodge  as  now  constituted,  shows  no  signs 
of  weakness  but  exhibits  resources  greater  than  ever  before, 
which  give  promise  of  augmented  usefulness.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  members  reported  in  the  annual  returns  of  the  Centen- 
nial year  to  Grand  Lodge,  was  265,  and  since  that  return  there 
has  been  a  considerable  increase.  The  following  named  breth- 
ren held  office  in  the  Lodge  in  1891  : 


Henry  K.  Concki.in  \V.  M. 

James  H.  Comstock  S.  \V. 

Duncan  McLkan  J.  W. 

Ara  Hiu>retii  Sec'y. 

James  G.  Topham  Treas. 

William  H.  Crandali  Chap. 

George  II.  Carr.  .  S.  D. 


EdmundS.  Ui  rdkk  J.  D. 

William  R  Scott  S.  S. 

Harry  Wilson  J.  S. 

Joseph  A.  Hoar   Sent. 

William  K  De  Bi.ois  Mar. 

William  Carry  M.  D. 

J.  Gottlieb  Sitno.kr  Tyler. 


Digitized  by  Google 


430 


MASONIC  LOIXJES  IX  RHOUK  ISLAND. 


ST.  JOHN'S  LODGE,  No.  i,  PROVIDENCE. 


NUMEROUS  references  to  this  Lodge,  as  well 
as  to  the  First  Lodge  in  Newport,  appear  in 
the  main  portion  of  the  present  volume.  In- 
deed, a  quite  connected  account  may  be 
traced  on  some  of  the  foregoing  pages,  of 
the  rise  and  progress  of  this  ancient  Lodge. 
It  is  proper,  however,  as  in  the  case  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  i, 
of  Newport,  to  give  herewith,  under  its  own  special  designation, 
a  more  particular  account  of  the  organization.  The  paper  here 
presented  comprises  the  main  portions  of  a  sketch  furnished  by 
W.\  Bro.  George  H.  Burnham. 

As  already  stated,  St.  John's  Lodge  in  Providence  was  organ- 
ized February  17,  1757,  the  Charter  for  such  organization  bear- 
ing date  January  18,  1757.  Bro.  John  Burgess  was  the  first 
Wor.  Master;  Bro.  Edward  Scott,  Senior  Warden  ;  Bro.  Samuel 
Angell,  Junior  Warden  ;  and  Bro.  John  Gerrish,  Secretary. 
Among  the  first  initiates  was  Joseph  Brown,  one  of  the  patriot 
merchants  of  Providence,  the  second  Wor.  Master  of  the  Lodge. 
He  served  from  1762  till  177S.  John  Brown  and  Moses  Brown 
were  also  among  the  early  initiates.  Moses  Brown,  secretary 
of  the  Lodge  for  1 1  years,  is  commemorated  by  a  biographical 
sketch,  which  appears  on  other  pages  of  this  volume.  During 
the  early  years  the  Lodge  was  accustomed  to  hold  its  meetings 
in  some  tavern  or  private  dwelling-house.  The  "  White  Horse 
Tavern,"  which  stood  on  North  Main  street,  at  the  corner  of 
Arsenal  lane,  as  is  supposed,  was  its  first  place  of  meeting. 
The  next  place  of  meeting  was  at  the  "  Widow  Kilton's,"  on 
the  site  of  which  stands  the  brick  block,  on  the  corner  of 
North  Main  and  Haymarket  streets.  Later  it  met  at  the 
"Two  Crowns,"  supposed  to  have  been  the  house  afterwards 
known  as  "Sabin's  Tavern,"  which  stood  at  the  corner  of 
South  Main  and  Planet  streets,  and  in  which  the  Patriots  had 
their  rendezvous  the  night  they  burned  the  (iaspee.  After- 
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wards  the  Lodge  met  at  the  house  of  Bro.  Noah  Mason. 
From  1769  till  1778,  the  Lodge  was  dormant.  On  July  15  of  the 
last  named  year,  it  was  revived  under  the  authority  of  the 
Commission  from  John  Rowe,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, issued  to  Jabez  Bowen,  who  was  thus  authorized 
to  act  as  Master  and  reorganize  the  Lodge.  Under  his  able 
leadership  a  new  era  of  prosperity  dawned.  Meetings  were  held 
in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  State  House,  which  is  that  room 
now  occupied  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  Candidates  of  ability 
and  excellent  character  applied  to  be  admitted  to  its  member- 
ship ;  among  these  was  Abraham  Whipple,  commander  of  the 
expedition  which  captured  and  burned  the  Gaspee.  The  broth- 
ers, Joseph  and  John  Brown,  also  took  part  in  the  affair  with 
several  others,  members  of  the  Lodge,  whose  names  have 
already  appeared  in  a  previous  notice  of  that  memorable  oc- 
casion. It  could  hardly  have  been  by  chance  that  these  men, 
prominent  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge  in  Providence,  were 
thus  associated. 

St.  John's  Lodge  in  Providence  united  with  its  sister  Lodge 
in  Newport  in  organizing  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  in 
June,  1 79 1.  In  1793,  St.  John's  Lodge  was  incorporated,  and 
granted  perpetual  succession  by  the  General  Assembly.  The 
Charter,  engrossed  on  parchment  and  bearing  the  autograph 
signatures  of  the  State  officials  for  that  year,  is  carefully  pre- 
served in  the  archives  of  the  Lodge.  During  the  same  year 
preliminary  steps  were  taken  for  the  erection  of  a  hall  for  the 
use  of  the  Lodge.  The  sum  of  81,000  was  appropriated  for 
this  purpose,  and  subscriptions  were  received  for  the  same 
object.  One  year  later  the  hall  was  completed  and  ready  for 
use.  It  was  dedicated  by  Jabez  Bowen,  then  Grand  Master. 
At  the  time  of  this  dedication  of  the  new  hall,  the  membership 
of  the  Lodge  was  176.  This  first  Masonic  Hall  in  Providence 
was  not  built  upon  the  ground,  but  was  a  story  added  to  the 
old  Market  BuHding,  now  occupied  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 
There  it  was  that  the  Masonic  bodies  met  for  56  years,  when 
the  city  of  Providence  purchased  the  property,  and  other 
accommodations  were  secured  for  the  Fraternity. 

During  the  year  1800,  Thomas  Smith  Webb  became  a  member 
of  this  Lodge,  in  which,  afterwards,  his  influence  was  most  pro- 
nounced, as  it  was  throughout  the  jurisdiction  and  over  the  whole 
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country.  He  may  well  be  called  the  grand  chieftain  of  the  sec- 
ond revival  of  Freemasonry  in  this  section,  as  Bowen  was  of 
the  first.  One  of  Webb's  ablest  associates  in  Masonic  work  was 
William  Wilkinson  ;  and  there  were  other  members  of  the  highest 
reputation  in  the  community.  Among  these,  mention  may  be 
made  of  Cyrus  Butler,  whose  munificent  gift  to  the  Butler  Hos- 
pital caused  his  name  to  be  given  to  that  institution  ;  also  Eben- 
ezer  Knight  Dexter,  who  gave  a  princely  fortune  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor  of  his  native  town.  These  were  members  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  and  so  the  roll  might  be  extended,  for  it  com- 
prised men  prominent  in  public  and  private  life,  from  pre-revolu- 
tionary  times  to  the  present  day.  During  the  years  from  1828 
to  about  1840,  when  the  storm  of  bigotry  and  persecution  as- 
sailed the  Fraternity,  the  membership  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  for 
the  most  part,  stood  firm  and  loyal  to  the  institution.  That  there 
were  weak  and  seceding  ones,  goes  without  saying  ;  but  they 
were  few  in  number,  and  contemptible  in  spirit.  The  Lodge 
kept  up  its  meetings,  attended  to  its  duties,  elected  its  officers 
annually,  and  practiced  its  charities;  and  but  for  the  absence 
of  applications  for  membership,  it  would  not  be  observed  by  the 
Records,  which  were  faithfully  kept  through  all  this  dark  period, 
that  matters  were  not  taking  their  usual  course. 

Moses  Richardson,  of  honored  memory,  at  the  time  when  the 
Anti-Masonic  storm  was  raging  most  severely,  carried  away  the 
Charter  of  the  Lodge  and  secreted  it  amongst  his  private  papers, 
where  it  was  kept  for  seven  or  eight  years,  and  then  returned  to 
the  keeping  of  the  Lodge. 

After  the  season  of  persecution  had  waned,  the  faithful  mem- 
bers seemed  more  attached  than  ever  to  the  society  for  which 
they  had  suffered  ;  they  gave  hearty  welcome  to  the  young  men 
who  now  asked  for  admission  to  the  Lodge  ;  and  so  the  ranks 
were  again  recruited,  slowly  at  first,  but  surely.  The  next  im- 
portant event  in  the  history  of  St.  John's  Lodge  in  Providence, 
is  the  celebration  of  its  Centennial,  which  took  place  June  24, 
1 S 5 7 .  It  was  an  occasion  of  great  interest  and  enthusiasm. 
The  celebration  was  accompanied  by  a  Masonic  procession,  in- 
cluding the  Most  Wor.  Crand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  escorted 
by  DcMolay  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars;  also  the  Crand 
Lodgr  of  Rhode  Irdand,  the  three  Commanderies  of  Knights 
TcmpiarH  then  in  exigence  in  this  State,  nearly  all  of  the 
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Lodges  and  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction,  with  Lodges 
and  Chapters  from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  The  liter- 
ary exercises  were  held  in  the  First  Baptist  Meeting-house,  and 
consisted  of  an  historical  address,  by  the  Rev.  George  M.  Ran- 
dal, Past  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Massachusetts,  afterwards 
Bishop  of  Colorado  :  a  poem  by  Bro.  Charles  C.  Van  Zandt,  after- 
wards Governor  of  Rhode  Island  ;  and  an  original  hymn,  writ- 
ten for  the  occasion  by  William  M.  Rodman,  then  Mayor  of  the 
city  of  Providence.  The  celebration  closed  with  a  banquet  in 
Railroad  Hall,  many  distinguished  guests  being  present.  The 
Centennial  Anniversary  thus  observed,  attracted  great  attention 
to  the  Craft,  and  a  new  interest  therein  began  to  appear.  It 
may  be  said  that  from  that  day  the  renaissance  of  Masonry  in 
this  jurisdiction  began.  Steps  were  immediately  taken  to  estab- 
lish What  Cheer  Lodge,  Xo.  21,  and  also  Calvary  Commandery 
of  Knights  Templars,  No.  13,  both  in  Providence.  The  influ- 
ence of  the  new  bodies  was  soon  felt,  and  there  was  a  forward 
movement  of  enterprise  and  prosperity  all  along  the  line. 

In  1882  St.  John's  Lodge  celebrated  its  125th  Anniversary 
with  elaborate  ceremony.  An  altar  was  dedicated,  the  stone  of 
which  bears  the  inscription:  "To  the  Glory  of  God;  in  the 
125th  year  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  r,  in  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence." A  medal  was  struck  in  gold,  bearing  on  the  obverse 
the  two  Sts.  John,  surrounded  by  the  legend,  "St.  John's  Lodge, 
No.  1,  Providence,  1757";  and  on  the  reverse  the  Arms  of 
the  Lodge,  with  the  inscription,  "  125th  Anniversary,  1882." 
Copies  of  this  medal  were  also  struck  in  silver  and  in  bronze, 
and  they  have  been  adopted  as  the  badge  of  the  Lodge.  The 
Records  of  St.  John's  Lodge  are  regarded  as  of  great  value 
and  importance.  Several  years  ago  the  Lodge  expended  a  large 
sum  of  money  in  copying  the  Records  from  the  beginning  ;  and 
the  originals  are  now  kept  in  safety  vaults,  so  that  so  far  as 
human  skill  and  care  can  prevent,  they  may  not  be  destroyed. 
At  the  present  time  the  Records  are  kept  in  duplicate,  and  the 
history  of  the  Lodge  is  believed  to  be  safe.  Since  the  establish- 
ment of  this  Lodge  forty- seven  of  its  members  have  held  the 
office  of  Master.  Jabez  Bowen  held  this  office  13  years  ;  John 
Carlile  12  years.  The  charities  of  the  Lodge  have  always  been 
dispensed  with  a  liberal  hand.  On  September  28,  182S,  the 
Lodge  made  a  gift  of  *r,ooo  towards  the  endowment  of  the 
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Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane  ;  and  including  its  donations  to  • 
the  hospital,  its  disbursements  for  charitable  purposes  up  to  the 
time  of  the  Centennial,  amounted  to  about  thirteen  thousand 
dollars.  The  same  liberality  of  beitevolence  now  prevails.  The 
Wor.  Master  is  clothed  with  full  authority  to  attend  to  cases 
requiring  assistance,  and  the  names  of  such  are  not  brought 
before  the  Lodge;  and  no  member  seeks  to  know  them.  In 
conformity  with  an  ancient  custom  the  brethren  of  this  Lodge 
dine  together  annually  with  invited  guests,  upon  St.  John  the 
Evangelist's  Day.  This  occasion  is  notable  both  from  the 
nature  of  the  exercises  and  the  character  of  the  gathering  ; 
for  the  mother  Lodge  of  this  part  of  the  jurisdiction  welcomes 
to  her  tables  representatives  of  the  Craft  from  other  Lodges, 
and  even  from  distant  localities.  The  Lodge  has  a  charity 
fund  of  about  six  thousand  dollars,  the  income  of  which  is  used 
solely  for  benevolent  purposes. 

St.  John's  Lodge  in  Providence  was  active  in  promoting  the 
formation  of  the  Freemasons'  Hall  Company,  and  was  a  large 
subscriber  to  the  stock  of  that  corporation,  in  which  it  is 
to-day  the  largest  stockholder  save  one.  That  enterprise,  be- 
sides being  successful  from  a  business  point  of  view,  has  been 
of  great  advantage  to  the  Craft,  in  that  it  presents  to  the  com- 
munity a  visible  sign  of  the  permanence  and  respectability  of  the 
institution  of  Freemasonry,  and  shews  that  it  has  a  right  to  a 
large  place  in  the  estimation  of  all  good  and  thoughtful  people. 

The  membership  of  the  Lodge  in  Centennial  year,  1891,  was 
249,  and  there  has  been  some  increase  of  membership  between 
that  time  and  the  date  of  the  present  writing.  Its  roll  of  mem- 
bership from  the  beginning  until  now  comprises  many  names  illus- 
trious in  Rhode  Island  history.  The  Lodge  takes  a  justifiable 
pride  in  its  antiquity  and  the  character  of  its  membership,  and 
it  realizes  that  such  a  history,  and  such  an  inheritance,  impose  a 
larger  duty  and  an  increased  responsibility.  The  officers  of  the 
Lodge  for  the  year  at  which  this  record  closes,were  as  follows  : 


Chari.ks  II.  C.  Caki  kk.. 

...\Y.  M. 

CHARl  K>  C.  llROWN  

.  .  .S.  S. 

S  \Y. 

..  .1.  s. 

I.  NY. 

ClIARLKx  1*.  SllKRMAN  

. .  .  Mar. 

\Y.  (iKOKCil    II.  1  >  1 '  R  N  H  A  M  . 

.  .  .  I  rcas. 

C'HARl.Ks  A.  SIONK  

. . . Scut . 

\Y.  t  IIARI.KS  I..  Kk\Y<>n.. 

. .  . M.  D. 

.  .  .Tvler. 

\V.\1  I  I  K    A.  I*RF>!!RFV  

.  .  J.  D. 
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WASHINGTON  LODGE,  No.  3,  WARREN. 


The  first  form  of  action  in  regard  to  the 
establishment  of  a  Masonic  Lodge  at 
Warren,  R.  I.,  was  taken  June  22,  1796. 
On  that  date  a  number  of  brethren, 
"thinking  it  their  duty  to  encourage  the 
Masonic  art,"  met  at  the  house  of  Ben- 
jamin Cole,  in  that  historic  building 
afterwards  known  as  Cole's  Hotel,  and 
voted  to  petition  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island  for  a  Charter  under  the 
name  of  Washington  Lodge.  Seven 
brethren  were  present  on  that  occasion, 
namely  : 

Charles  Wheaton,  Ebenezer  Cole,  Nathaniel  Phillips,  Joseph 
Adams,  William  Carr,  Alfred  Carter,  and  Jesse  Baker,  Jr.,  all  of 
whom  were  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge  of  Newport.  Bro. 
Joseph  Adams  was  appointed  a  committee  to  present  the  peti- 
tion to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  petition  was  duly  presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island,  June  24,  1796.  It  was  received  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  "  with  every  mark  of 
fraternal  friendship,"  and  a  charter  was  promised  whenever  it 
should  be  desired.  On  June  27,  1796,  the  brethren  interested 
were  again  convened,  and  being  informed  of  the  favorable  re- 
sponse given  to  their  petition,  they  exchanged  mutual  promises 
to  support  the  Order,  and  after  partaking  of  refreshments  "re- 
tired in  peace  and  harmony."  Later  in  the  year  other  meetings 
were  held,  but  the  organizing  of  the  proposed  Lodge  was  post- 
poned because  a  number  of  the  brethren  were  away  at  sea.  A 
committee  was  appointed,  however,  to  procure  jewels,  candle- 
sticks, and  other  articles  of  Lodge  equipment.  It  was  not  until 
February  20,  1798,  that  Grand  Master  Jabez  Bowen  was  re- 
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quested  to  issue  the  promised  charter.  On  this  date  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Charles  Wheaton,  Sylvester  Child,  and 
Nathaniel  Phillips,  was  appointed  to  draft  By-Laws.  On  March 
19,  179S,  the  brethren  met  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  Cole  and 
received  their  charter.  The  names  included  in  the  charter  are 
the  same  as  the  names  of  the  petitioners  present  at  the  first 
meeting.  The  charter  gave  to  the  brethren  the  title  and  desig-. 
nation  of  "Washington  Lodge,  No.  1,"  and  further  provided  as 
follows  :  "  We  do  hereby  declare  the  precedence  of  the  said 
Lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge  and  elsewhere,  to  be  the  third  from 
us."  In  explanation  of  this  apparent  discrepancy,  it  may  be 
stated  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  was  formed  in 
1 79 1  by  St.  John's  Lodge  at  Newport  and  St.  John's  Lodge  at 
Providence,  each  claiming  rank  as  No.  1.  It  was  to  Washington 
Lodge  that  the  first  charter  was  issued,  hence  it  might  have 
assumed  to  be  called  No.  1,  though  it  was  to  be  ranked  as  the 
third  in  this  connection.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  original 
charter  has  been  preserved  until  the  time  of  the  present  writ- 
ing, and  is  still  in  the  custody  of  Washington  Lodge. 

At  the  meeting  for  organization,  the  following  officers  were 
elected  :  Charles  Wheaton,  Wor.  Master  ;  Joseph  Adams,  Senior 
Warden  ;  William  Carr,  Junior  Warden  ;  Nathaniel  Phillips,  Sec- 
retary ;  Ebenezer  Cole,  Treas.  In  the  Record  the  prefix  "  R.  \V." 
appears  before  each  name.  The  Code  of  By-Laws  adopted  on 
the  date  named  contains  some  peculiar  provisions.  It  was  pro- 
vided in  one  article  that  a  fine  of  $1.00  should  be  imposed  in 
case  any  brother  was  guilty  of  entering  the  Lodge  in  a  state  of 
intoxication,  £2.00  for  a  second  offence,  and  for  a  third  offence 
he  was  to  be  expelled  from  the  Lodge,"  and  if  a  member  his 
name  was  4i  to  be  expunged  from  the  Records."  Another  article 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Tyler  to  "fetch  the  liquors"  used  by 
the  Lodge,  and  return  the  vessels  containing  the  same.  By  vote 
of  the  Lodge,  December  30,  1X45,  this  provision  was  stricken 
from  the  By-Laws.  The  temperance  sentiment,  enacted  in  this 
action,  and  in  the  original  provision  imposing  fines  for  intoxica- 
tion, was  in  accord  with  the  advance  of  the  general  ideas  respect- 
ing temperance  in  the  times  to  which  reference  is  made.  From  the 
time  of  receiving  the  charter,  until  June  24.  179X.  14  candidates 
were  initiated.  Among  these,  on  June  7,  179S,  was  Seth  Peck, 
wh •>  afterwards  became  Grand  Master  of  Masons.  Evidently 
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the  Lodge  was  in  good  hands  at  the  outset,  and  quickly  started 
forth  on  a  prosperous  career.  At  its  first  annual  meeting  the 
same  officers  who  had  previously  served,  were  elected,  with  Ed- 
ward Gardner,  Senior  Deacon,  and  Nathaniel  Lyon,  Tyler.  At 
a  meeting  held  February  28,  1799,  the  Lodge  agreed  with  Bro. 
Phillips,  for  the  use  of  a  Lodge  room,  at  $12.00  per  year,  and 
further  arranged  to  loan  him  8100.00  at  6  per  cent,  interest.  It 
is  not  altogether  certain  where  the  first  Lodge  room  was  located. 
Bro.  Phillips,  to  whom  this  reference  applies,  had  several  houses, 
and  it  is  not  clear  which  one  of  them  was  used  as  a  meeting 
place  by  the  Fraternity.  Bro.  William  M.  Ackley,  who  has  care- 
fully examined  the  Lodge  Records,  and  favored  the  editor  with 
material  for  the  present  historical  sketch,  thinks  it  was  a  house 
formerly  standing  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street,  a  little  south 
of  Cole's  Hotel — the  site  now  occupied  by  the  stable  of  Charles 
F.  Brown.  During  the  year  1799,  the  Lodge  purchased  a  lot 
on  Baker  street,  and  made  arrangements  for  building  a  hall. 
The  raising  of  the  new  building  was  doubtless  an  importan  affair, 
as  three  special  stewards  were  appointed  for  the  occasion.  The 
first  meeting  of  the  Lodge  in  the  new  building,  was  held  Octo- 
ber 1,  1799,  at  which  time  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
"  Installation  of  the  Lodge,"  to  occur  on  October  3.  The  ser- 
vices were  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the 
date  named,  the  public  exercises  taking  place  in  the  Baptist 
Meeting-house.  An  oration  was  given  by  the  Grand  Chaplain, 
the  Rev.  Abraham  L.  Clarke.  The  sum  of  ten  dollars  was  paid 
the  orator  by  the  Lodge.  At  this  time  Washington  Lodge  had  55 
members.  At  the  annual  meeting,  held  December  27,  1799,  an 
order  from  the  Grand  Master,  Peleg  Clarke,  was  read,  directing 
the  members  to  wear  upon  the  left  arm,  for  ninety  days,  a  scarf  or 
ribbon  in  token  of  respect  and  love  for  Bro.  George  Washington. 
The  brethren  of  the  Lodge  also  did  honor  to  Washington,  by 
marching  in  procession  to  the  Baptist  Church  on  February  22 y 
1800,  to  listen  to  a  memorial  discourse  by  Rev.  Luther  Baker. 

Washington  Lodge  began  the  nineteenth  century  in  excellent 
condition,  having  in  its  list  of  members  many  of  the  foremost 
citizens  of  Warren  and  vicinity.  Its  meetings  were  well  at- 
tended, and  its  benefactions  generous,  according  to  its  means. 
It  was  a  custom  then,  as  in  more  modern  times,  to  exercise  a 
gracious  hospitality. 
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At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Lodge,  held  December  25,  1806, 
a  change  was  made  in  the  office  of  Wor.  Master ;  Charles  Whea- 
ton,  who  had  served  nine  terms,  was  succeeded  by  Seth  Peck, 
who  was  elected  to  the  same  position  for  12  successive  years, 
besides  serving  at  other  times  in  the  like  capacity.  In  the  year 
18 r 2,  the  By-Laws  were  changed,  so  that  each  member  was  re- 
quired to  pay  a  tax  of  Si. 00  per  year.  In  case  this  amount  of 
dues  was  not  paid  when  required,  the  delinquent  brother  was 
deprived  of  his  vote  in  the  Lodge,  and  a  neglect  to  pay  for  two 
years,  caused  him  to  be  considered  no  longer  a  member.  This 
rule  was  kept  in  operation  for  eight  years ;  its  enforcement, 
however,  caused  much  dissatisfaction,  and  on  January  27,  1820, 
the  Lodge  voted  to  repeal  the  law,  and  to  refund  to  brethren 
the  sums  they  had  obtained  under  its  decree. 

During  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement,  Washington  Lodge  suf- 
fered a  great  decrease  in  its  membership  and  material  prosperity- 
On  April  1,  1834,  the  Lodge  voted  to  return  its  charter  to  the 
General  Assembly,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a 
suitable  paper  to  accompany  such  return.  It  does  not  appear, 
however,  that  this  civil  charter  was  actually  returned,  and  tradi- 
tion says  that  Bro.  Seth  Peck  held  it  in  his  possession  during 
the  dark  days  of  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement.  If  this  be  so 
it  shows  the  Masonic  determination  of  Grand  Master  Peck, 
among  whose  papers,  after  his  death,  the  charter  was  found. 
Notwithstanding  the  adverse  conditions  between  1830  and  1842, 
the  annual  meetings  of  the  Lodge  were  regularly  held,  a  few  of 
the  faithful  brethren  gathering  each  year  to  elect  officers  and 
talk  over  the  situation.  The  same  officers  served  during  this 
whole  period.  They  were,  John  Salisbury,  Wor.  Master  ;  Stephen 
Johnson,  Senior  Warden;  Benjamin  T.  Cranston,  Junior  War- 
den; William  Carr,  Treasurer;  George  Wheaton,  Secretary; 
James  Smith,  Senior  Deacon  ;  William  Carr,  Junior  Deacon  ; 
Henry  W.  Child,  Tyler.  A  period  of  revived  interest  and  re- 
organization came  in  1843,  when  Seth  Peck,  who  had  first  served 
as  Master  in  1806,  was  again  called  to  fill  that  office.  There 
seemed  almost  at  once  to  come  a  new  era  of  activity  and  pros- 
perity. The  Lodge  room  was  devoted  again  to  its  legitimate 
uses  ;  meetings  were  held  with  frequency  ;  the  charter  was  re- 
stored by  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  taken  March  25,  1S44. 
The  Washington  Lodge,  chastened  by  the  experiences  of  the 
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past,  entered  upon  a  new  and  brighter  path  of  advancement. 
Seth  Peck  continued  to  serve  as  Master  for  three  years  after  the 
reorganization.  He  was  then  elected  Grand  Master  of  Masons, 
and  after  holding  this  high  office  for  two  years  he  once  more 
served  his  own  Lodge,  as  its  Wor.  Master.  Five  brethren  who 
filled  the  office  of  Grand  Master  have  been  members  of  Wash- 
ington Lodge,  No.  3,  namely  :  Seth  Peck,  Rt.  Rev.  George  M. 
Randall,  ft.  1).,  Bishop  of  Colorado,  Sylvester  Child,  Jr.,  Charles 
R.  Cutler,  and  William  N.  Ackley.  Four  of  these  brethren 
were  Grand  Masters  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Rhode  Island.  Bishop 
Randall  was  Grand  Master  in  Massachusetts,  though  he  remained 
a  member  of  this  Lodge  until  the  time  of  his  death.  Washing- 
ton Lodge  has  sent  out  a  goodly  number  of  brethren,  who  have 
been  deservedly  prominent  in  different  departments  of  Masonic 
life  and  expression,  and  its  membership  generally  has  been  of 
such  a  character  as  to  give  the  organization  the  good  name  it 
now  enjoys  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  full  number  of  mem- 
bers reported  in  Centennial  year,  1891,  was  96.  The  following 
named  brethren  were  officers  of  the  Lodge  for  that  year  : 


Jkssf.  M.  Mi'nro  W.  M. 

Benjamin  M.  Bosworth  S.  W. 

Fkkd.  F.  Cou.amoke  J.  W. 

W.  Henry  F.  Chamn.in  Treas. 

Arnold  K.  Covki  Chap. 

Clarence  H.  Sevmoi  r  S.  D. 


Martin  L.  Bos  worth  J.  D. 

Heruert  A.  Sevmoi  r  S.  S. 

Oliver  R.  Cook  J.  S. 

Joseph  YV.  Martin  Mar. 

John  Hailk  M.  D. 

Horace  Lither  Tyler. 
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MOUNT  VERNON  LODGE  No.  4,  PROVIDENCE. 


This  Lodge  was  organized  by  brethren 
belonging  to  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1, 
of  Providence,  these  brethren  hav- 
ing reached  the  conclusion  in  their 
own  minds,  that  the  establishment  of 
another  Lodge  in  Providence  would 
advance  the  interests  of  Freemasonry. 
The  first  meeting  held  in  starting  the 
movement  was  on  January  2S,  1799. 
The  record  of  this  meeting  is  as  fol- 
lows :  44  At  a  meeting  of  a  number  of 
the  brethren  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No. 
1,  Providence,  on  Monday  evening,  January  28,  1799,  for  the 
purpose  of  better  obtaining  useful  and  instructive  knowledge 
in  the  Masonic  art  and  mysteries,  by  withdrawing  themselves 
into  a  separate  Lodge.  The  following  brethren  were  named 
for  officers  of  the  proposed  organization  :  Amos  Maine  At  well, 
Wor.  Master  ;  Samuel  Thurber,  Senior  Warden  :  Stephen  Ab- 
bott, Junior  Warden  ;  Thomas  Sessions,  Treas.;  Aaron  Seamans, 
Sec;  Michael  Anthony,  Senior  Deacon  :  William  Billings,  Junior 
Deacon  ;  Howell  Williams,  Tyler.  The  treasurer  and  Bro.  M. 
Anthony  were  appointed  a  committee  to  petition  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter for  a  Dispensation.  It  was  voted  that  "  Mt.  Vernon"  be 
mentioned  in  the  petition  as  the  desired  name  for  the  new 
Lodge.  It  was  also  agreed  that  the  annual  election  in  the 
Lodge  should  take  place  annually  on  the  22d  of  February. 

Other  preliminary  meetings  were  held  at  which  matters  per- 
taining to  the  proposed  organization  were  considered,  and  defi- 
nite arrangements  made.  The  use  of  the  council  chamber  was 
secured  as  a  place  of  meeting  for  the  new  Lodge.  The  desired 
Dispensation  having  been  obtained  from  the  Grand  Master,  the 
first  election  of  officers  was  held.  February  22,  1799.  when  the 
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brethren  previously  named  were  duly  elected.  At  this  meeting 
Isaac  Bullard,  the  first  candidate  for  initiation,  was  proposed, 
and  Bro.  Israel  Amsbury,  who  had  received  the  first  two  degrees 
elsewhere,  was  proposed  for  the  third  degree.  A  Charter  was 
granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  June  24,  1799,  and  a  Civil  Char- 
ter, or  Act  of  Incorporation,  was  given  to  the  new  body  by  the 
General  Assembly  in  February,  1800. 

For  many  years  the  regular  meetings  were  open,  and  most  of 
the  business  was  transacted  on  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree. 
Fellow  Craft's,  and  Master  Mason's  Lodges  were  open,  as  a  rule, 
only  for  work  in  these  Degrees.  The  Records  were  kept  in  two 
separate  books,  the  Entered  Apprentice  Record  in  one,  the  Fel- 
low Craft's  and  Master  Mason's  in  the  other.  This  practice 
continued  until  June  10,  1802,  when  the  Lodge  voted  that  the 
proceedings  should  be  recorded  in  one  book. 

Evidently  the  social  side  of  Freemasonry  received  much  at- 
tention, and  in  the  early  days  entertainments  and  suppers  were 
frequently  held.  It  was  also  customary  at  that  time  to  hold 
meetings  during  the  winter  season  for  instruction  in  the  Work 
and  Lectures,  and  on  regular  Lodge  nights  when  there  were  no 
candidates  to  be  received,  a  portion  of  the  evening  would  some- 
times be  passed  in  social  intercourse,  interspersed  with  songs, 
recitations,  etc.  Refreshments  were  served  at  every  regular 
meeting,  a  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  being  collected  for  every 
member  partaking  of  the  same. 

The  standard  of  morality  set  up  by  the  members  of  this 
Lodge,  was  high  and  well  maintained.  Personal  quarrels  occur- 
ring among  the  members,  were  adjusted  by  the  Master  and 
Wardens  when  possible,  but  in  case  they  failed  to  bring  about  a 
reconciliation,  the  matter  was  taken  before  the  Lodge.  If  no 
settlement  could  be  effected  there,  the  one  considered  most  at 
fault,  and  refusing  a  settlement  of  the  difficulty,  was  either  sus- 
pended, or  requested  to  withdraw  from  the  Lodge.  Members 
found  guilty  of  intoxication  or  other  misdemeanors,  were  sum- 
marily dealt  with,  and  in  most  cases  expelled. 

The  change  between  some  of  the  customs  of  ancient  times 
and  the  present,  is  suggested  by  the  following  entry  in  the 
Records  :  4i  December  26,  1803.  Voted,  That  the  Lodge  pur- 
chase of  Bro.  Michael  Anthony  a  Ticket  in  the  New  York  Lot- 
tery, for  the  encouragement  of  Literature— Ticket  No.  2710." 
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Mount  Vernon  Lodge  held  its  meetings  in  the  council  cham- 
ber of  the  Court  House  from  its  organization  until  January  4, 
1803,  when  it  moved  into  the  third  story  of  the  Washington  In- 
surance Company's  new  building  on  Washington  road,  which 
had  been  leased,  fitted  up,  and  named  "  Mount  Vernon  Hall." 
Here  it  remained  until  June  10,  1824,  when  it  moved  into  Ma- 
sons' Hall,  on  Market  Square,  having  purchased  one-quarter 
interest  in  said  hall,  of  the  other  Masonic  bodies.  In  the  fall 
of  1853,  the  Fraternity  moved  into  the  upper  part  of  What 
Cheer  Building,  Mount  Vernon  Lodge  holding  its  first  meeting 
there  November  10,  1853.  In  September,  1885,  this  Lodge,  with 
the  other  Masonic  bodies  in  Providence,  took  up  its  abode  in 
the  new  Freemasons'  Hall,  which  it  is  hoped  will  long  continue 
to  be  its  permanent  home. 

During  the  first  seven  years  of  the  history  of  this  Lodge,  the 
names  of  96  brethren  were  added  to  its  roll  of  membership  ; 
which  was  considered  a  great  increase  for  an  infant  organiza- 
tion in  a  community  numbering  less  than  8,000  people,  and 
placed  by  the  side  of  a  flourishing  Lodge  whose  existence  had 
lasted  nearly  half  a  century. 

Mount  Vernon  Lodge  suffered  greatly  by  the  movement 
against  Freemasonry,  which  took  form  about  1830,  and  the  vio- 
lence of  which  was  not  spent  until  ten  or  more  years  had  passed 
away.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Lodge  held  April  28,  1834,  it  was 
resolved  to  surrender  the  Charter  of  Incorporation  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  at  its  coming  May  session  ;  to  convey  the  prop- 
erty and  funds  of  the  Lodge  by  deed  of  trust  to  Hiram  Hill* 
James  Salsburv,  and  Harzillai  Cranston,  as  trustees.  At  a  meet- 
ing held  April  28,  1834,  "it  was  resolved  to  surrender  the  Char- 
ter." Members  of  the  Lodge,  for  the  most  part,  stood  firmly 
by  theJGrand  Lodge  during  this  dark  and  trying  period  of  Anti- 
Masonic  excitement.  The  Lodge  continued  without  a  Civil 
Charter,fkits  funds  being  in  the  hands  of  trustees  until  1873, 
when  a  new  Charter  was  procured  from  the  General  Assembly, 
and  the  funds  transferred  back  from  trustees  to  the  Lodge. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  in  1861,  the  patriotism 
of  the  members  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge  was  made  manifest 
bv  the  enlistment  of  a  considerable  number  of  them  in  the 
I'nion  service.  Pro.  John  H.  Sweet  is  first  mentioned  in  the 
Records  as  having  enlisted.    P.m.  John  S.  Slocum  enlisted  at 
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an  early  date,  going  out  as  Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment  of 
Rhode  Island  Volunteers.  His  record  as  a  soldier  was  brilliant 
though  very  brief ;  he  was  killed  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
in  Virginia,  July  21,  1861.  Among  the  founders  and  early  mem- 
bers of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge  were  many  prominent  citizens 
and  Masons.  Several  of  these  honored  brethren  are  referred 
to  on  other  pages  of  this  volume.  Amos  Maine  Atwell,  and 
Joseph  F.  Cook  were  two  of  the  leaders  in  the  early  time.  The 
first  named  brother  died  in  May,  1815,  and  was  buried  with 
Masonic  honors  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  he  being 
at  that  time  Deputy  Grand  Master.  He  was  the  first  Master 
of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  and  served  in  that  office  for  eight 
years.  Rev.  Dr.  Stephen  Gano,  for  many  years  the  pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Providence,  a  man  of  great  ability 
and  greatly  esteemed,  received  the  degrees  of  Freemasonry 
in  this  Lodge  in  the  year  1801.  Bro.  Joseph  F.  Cooke  pre- 
sided over  the  Grand  Lodge  during  some  of  the  darkest  days 
of  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement.  He  did  his  duty  manfully, 
and  is  remembered  for  his  steadfastness  of  thought,  purpose, 
and  life.  Jason  Williams  and  Christian  M.  Nestell,  are  deserv- 
ing of  special  remembrance  as  faithful  and  consistent  Masons. 
In  the  Record  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  under  date  of  April  12, 
1866,  the  following  entry  appears:  •*  At  the  request  of  Most 
VVor.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  the  three  city  Lodges,  namely,  St. 
John's,  Mount  Vernon  and  What  Cheer,  were  specially  convened 
in  Masons  Hall,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  to  Bro.  Christian 
M.  Nestell,  a  Past  Master's  Jewel,  with  an  appendage  of  the 
different  Orders,  as  a  token  of  appreciation,  by  the  Masons  of 
this  city,  of  the  services  rendered  by  him  to  the  institution,  his 
firm  and  unalterable  attachment  to  the  Order,  and  his  unwearied 
efforts  for  the  preservation  and  promulgation  of  the  ancient 
Work  and  Lectures  of  Freemasonry." 

Mount  Vernon  Lodge  has  been  favored  in  its  membership 
with  many  others  of  the  same  stamp  as  these  brethren,  and  such 
members  have  exercised  a  powerful  influence  for  good  in  shap- 
ing the  career  of  the  Lodge.  They  builded  nobly  and  well,  and 
their  work  stands  the  test  of  time.  The  Lodge  has  parted  from 
time  to  time,  with  some  of  its  best  members  who  have  gone  out 
to  establish  other  Lodges  in  the  city ;  but  now,  after  nearly  one 
hundred  years  of  usefulness,  it  has  still  material  resources,  and 
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numerical  strength,  which  put  upon  it  great  responsibilities, 
and  open  before  it  an  ever  augmented  field  of  usefulness. 

Nearly  one  thousand  persons  have  joined  Mount  Vernon 
Lodge  during  the  ninety-two  years  of  its  history  as  included  in 
this  paper.  The  numerical  growth  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge 
during  the  early  period  of  its  history,  was  quite  remarkable. 
One  hundred  and  fourteen  members  were  added  during  the  first 
ten  years  ;  three  hundred  and  five  during  the  first  thirty  years. 
From  October,  1828,  to  December,  1840,  no  work  was  done. 
The  membership  of  this  Lodge  as  returned  for  Centennial  year 
was  276.  The  officers  of  the  Lodge  for  that  year  were  as  fol- 
lows: 


George  T.  Keene  \V.  M. 

O/.ko  C.  Heath  .S.  \V. 

Horace  S.  Richardson  J.  \V. 

\V.  William  H.  Perry  Treas. 

\V.  Makccs  M.  Bcrdick  Sec'y. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Manchkster  Chap. 

John  Kel>o  .>S.  D. 


Timothy  P.  Dodge  J.  D. 

Almiecs  B.  Slater,  Jr  S.  S. 

Alhrrt  A.  Sammis  J.  S. 

John  B.  Benson   Mar. 

Ernest  M.  Bixbv   Sent. 

\V.  Charles  L.  Kenyon  M.  D. 

Richard  Chad  wick  Tyler. 


Note. — The  greater  part  of  the  foregoing  sketch  was  furnished  by  W.  Bro. 
Marcus  M.  Burdick.  secretary  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge. 
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WASHINGTON  LODGE,  No.  5,  W1CKFORD. 


The  following  sketch  is  a  condensation 
of  an  extended  and  carefully  prepared 
history  furnished  by  Bros.  Albert  F.  Ells- 
worth, Edwin  A.  Noyes,  and  Geo.  W. 
K^^  lZ-'  i  ^/'  Gardiner,  Jr.,  a  Committee  of  Washing- 
ton Lodge,  No.  5,  appointed  to  prepare 
the  same. 

The  Lodge  now  designated  as  above 
*>    was  first  called  44  Washington  Lodge,  No. 

^  2."  The  inception  of  the  movement  of 
V  this  Lodge,  was  taken  at  the  residence  of 
Rouse  Babcock,  at  Westerly,  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Washington,  R.  I.  The  following  named  brethren  were 
present:  John  Aldrich,  Daniel  Lee,  Asael  Ensworth,  Francis 
Brown,  Job  Wilcox,  Allan  Campbell,  Philip  Taylor,  William 
Robinson,  .David  Brown,  Jonathan  Palmer,  Jr.,  Josiah  Sanford, 
and  James  Noyes.  Daniel  Lee  was  Chairman  and  Rouse  Bab- 
cock, Secretary.  It  was  voted  to  petition  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island  for  a  Charter  for  a  Masonic  Lodge  to  be  holden 
in  Washington  County,  and  to  be  known  as  "Washington  Lodge, 
No.  2."  It  was  also  voted  that  Bro.  John  Aldrich  be  appointed 
Wor.  Master,  Daniel  Lee,  Senior  Warden,  and  Asael  Ensworth, 
Junior  Warden. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  promoters  of  the  new  movement, 
was  held  March  <S,  1798,  at  the  residence  of  Bro.  Francis  Brown, 
in  Richmond.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  at  the  annual 
session,  held  June  27,  1798,  passed  the  following  vote  :  "That 
the  petitioners  from  the  County  of  Washington  who  have  ap- 
plied to  this  Lodge  for  a  Dispensation  for  forming  a  Lodge  in 
that  county,  the  officers  there  named  on  application,  and  visit- 
ing either  of  the  Lodges  at  Newport,  Providence  or  Warren, 
and  from  them  producing  a  certificate  of  being  regular  Masons, 
that  then  the  Grand  Master  be  directed  to  grant  a  Dispensa- 
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tion."  The  conditions  being  complied  with,  a  warrant  was 
issued  by  Jabez  Rowen,  Grand  Master,  July  4,  1798. 

Acting  under  the  authority  thus  conferred,  the  members  of 
"Washington  Lodge,  No.  2,  convened  July  26,  1798,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Bro.  Francis  Brown,  Richmond,  and  the  following 
named  brethren  assumed  their  respective  stations  for  the  first 
time  :  Bro.  John  Aldrich,  Wor.  Master ;  Daniel  Lee,  Senior 
Warden;  Asael  Ensworth,  Junior  Warden;  Cyrus  French,  Treas- 
urer ;  Rouse  Babcock,  Jr.,  Secretary;  James  Noyes,  Senior 
Deacon;  Obadiah  Johnson,  Junior  Deacon;  Job  Williams,  Tyler." 

The  first  petitioners  for  the  degree  of  Freemasonry  in  this 
Lodge  were  :  Joseph  Stanton,  3d,  Ezekiah  Babcock,  Jr.,  San- 
ford  Noyes,  and  John  Hazard,  Jr.  These  were  duly  Initiated, 
Passed,  and  Raised,  August  27,  1798. 

During  the  first  year  of  this  history,  twenty  candidates  re- 
ceived the  degrees  in  this  Lodge,  and  were  admitted  to  mem- 
bership therein.  At  this  early  period  meetings  were  held  at  the 
residences  of  different  members,  sometimes  in  Westerly,  and 
sometimes  in  Hopkinton,  South  Kingstown,  or  elsewhere. 

The  Lodge  was  constituted  at  the  State  House  in  South 
Kingstown,  September  23,  1799.  On  that  occasion  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  represented  by  its  Grand  Master,  Moses  Seixas,  and 
by  others  of  the  Grand  Officers.  There  were  about  one  hun- 
dred Masons  in  the  procession  which  marched  to  the  State 
House,  where  Rev.  Bro.  Abraham  Clarke,  of  Providence,  deliv- 
ered an  oration  pertinent  to  the  occasion.  Following  this  came 
the  installation  of  the  officers  of  Washington  Lodge.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  installation  services  the  procession  was  re- 
formed and  inarched  to  Mr.  Baker's,  where  an  excellent  dinner 
was  served,  followed  by  "  toasts  and  speeches." 

From  this  time  forward  Washington  Lodge  continued  to  hold 
its  meetings  with  a  good  degree  of  regularity.  These  meetings 
were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  jurisdiction,  the  Grand  Lodge 
having  consented  that  its  subordinate  might  meet  in  any  place 
in  the  county  of  Washington. 

On  January  22,  1801,  the  Lodge  met  for  the  first  time  in 
Wick  ford,  at  the  residence  of  Bro.  Leonard  Ensworth.  An  im- 
portant case  of  discipline  was  considered  at  this  meeting,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  effect  a  reconciliation,  if  possible,  be- 
tween two  brothers  who  had  become  alienated.    This  commit- 
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tee  succeeded  in  its  mission,  and  the  differences  were  amicably 
adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  interested.  As  showing  the 
carefulness  of  brethren  at  that  time,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Lodge  held  June  8,  1803,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  examine  the  Records  and  destroy  all  useless  papers. 
By  the  action  thus  enacted  the  Records  for  that  period  are  very 
brief,  and  there  is  an  entire  omission  from  them  of  a  number 
of  the  meetings.  Other  papers  are  lacking  which  then,  proba- 
bly, were  considered  useless,  but  would,  at  the  present  time  be 
valuable  as  a  matter  of  history. 

In  1807  efforts  were  made  to  effect  the  permanent  establish- 
ment of  the  Lodge  in  South  Kingstown,  and  on  September  15, 
of  that  year,  it  was  voted  that  the  permanent  meeting-place  of 
that  Lodge  should  be  at  Little  Rest,  now  known  as  Kingston 
Hill,  in  South  Kingstown.  For  several  years  after  this  date 
meetings  were  held,  but  unfrequently — sometimes  at  Wickford 
and  sometimes  at  Kingston  Hill.  In  May,  1813,  Nathan  F. 
Dixon  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  Lodge,  and  on  June  22, 
1813,  he  was  elected  Wor.  Master.  At  this  meeting  Thomas 
Smith  Webb,  Amos  M.  Atwell,  and  other  distinguished  Crafts- 
men were  present. 

A  new  Code  of  By-Laws  was  adopted  February  11,  1825.  It 
was  provided  by  the  new  By-Laws  that  the  regular  meetings  of 
the  Lodge  should  be  holden  in  Wickford,  on  the  Thursday  next 
preceding  the  full  moon,  at  six  o'clock,  P.  M.  It  was  also  pro- 
vided that  the  Lodge  should  continue  its  session  44  no  later  than 
nine  o'clock,  except  in  cases  of  special  emergency." 

Just  previous  to  this  period  the  condition  of  Washington 
Lodge  was  most  discouraging,  and  the  loss  of  its  Charter  was 
anticipated.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  instructed  its 
Grand  Officers  about  this  time,  to  visit  that  Lodge,  and  if,  in 
their  opinion,  "  they  think  it  expedient,  to  revive  their  Charter, 
to  install  officers  and  to  locate  said  Lodge  at  such  place,  as  in 
their  wisdom  they  may  think  proper." 

Grand  Master  John  Carlile  designated  Bro.  Henry  Martin  and 
others  to  visit  the  Lodge  and  instruct  the  brethren  in  the  mat- 
ter of  conferring  the  Degrees.  These  representatives  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  attended  to  their  duty  March  25,  1825,  on  which 
occasion  the  Kntered  Apprentice  Degree  was  conferred  upon 
six  candidates,  one  of  them  being  Dr.  George  H.  Church.  A 
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week  later,  services  of  public  installation  were  held,  Grand  Mas- 
ter John  Carlile  and  other  Grand  Officers  being  present.  A  pro- 
cession was  formed  and  marched  to  the  Baptist  Meeting-house, 
where  Bro.  Lemuel  Burge  delivered  a  Masonic  address,  after 
which  the  officers  elect  were  duly  installed  by  Grand  Master 
Carlile,  assisted  by  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  Lodge 
at  this  time  was  reinstated  in  all  its*  former  privileges.  On  this 
date  Joshua  B.  Rathbun,  afterwards  Grand  Master  of  Masons 
in  Rhode  Island,  received  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft. 

During  this  year  steps  were  taken  to  obtain  from  the  General 
Assembly  a  Charter  of  Incorporation.  Such  a  charter  was 
granted  at  the  October  Session,  1825.  At  the  same  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  an  act  was  passed  authorizing  Washing- 
ton Lodge,  No.  5,  to  raise  by  lottery  a  sum  not  exceeding  $4,000, 
to  be  appropriated  towards  the  building  of  a  Masonic  Hall  in 
the  village  of  Wickford.  The  officers  of  the  Lodge  were  desig- 
nated in  the  act  as  managers  of  said  lottery.  The  drawing  of 
the  lottery  resulted  in  the  obtaining  of  some  funds,  intended  to 
be  applied  for  the  procuring  of  a  suitable  hall  for  the  Lodge. 
A  Building  Committee  was  appointed  to  purchase  a  lot  on  which 
to  build  the  desired  hall.  Some  conflict  of  authority  seems  to 
have  occurred  between  the  Building  Committee  and  the  man- 
agers of  the  lottery,  the  result  being  that  the  Building  Commit- 
tee resigned  or  were  discharged,  and  the  whole  direction  of 
affairs  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  managers.  The  corner 
stone  of  the  hall  was  laid  under  the  sanction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  July  27,  1826.  Grand  Master  Richard  Anthony  was 
present  and  conducted  the  ceremony.  Bro.  Josiah  Clark  was 
Wor.  Master  of  Washington  Lodge  at  the  time  of  laying  the 
corner  stone.  The  Rev.  George  Taft,  Grand  Chaplain,  deliv- 
ered a  Masonic  address  on  the  occasion. 

The  building  enterprise  went  forward  somewhat  slowly,  but 
at  last  the  new  hall  was  ready  for  occupancy.  It  was  dedicated 
by  appropriate  services  held  October  31,  of  the  following  year. 
On  that  occasion  Bro.  Ezbon  Sanford  was  installed  Wor.  Master 
with  a  full  board  of  officers.  Trustees  were  elected  to  care  for 
the  new  Lodge  building,  including  the  portion  of  it  set  apart 
for  school  purposes.  Much  trouble  grew  out  of  this  building 
enterprise  and  the  lottery  connected  therewith.  The  Lodge 
did  its  best,  however,  to  adjust  the  differences  in  an  equitable 


uiginzGO  uy  VjUO 


MASONIC  LODGES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 


455 


manner  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  It  was  some- 
what embarrassed  by  the  ownership  of  the  building,  part  of 
which  it  was  desirable  to  rent.  To  make  the  arrangement  of 
such  rental  often  involved  much  difficulty  and  caused  consid- 
erable difference  of  opinion  among  members.  Some  of  the 
brethren  desired  that  the  lower  rooms  should  be  occupied  only 
by  a  school  or  a  religious  society,  while  others  were  disposed  to 
favor  the  renting  of  it  for  business  purposes. 

Washington  Lodge  at  this  time  seemed  poorly  prepared  to 
withstand  the  opposition  which  almost  everywhere  met  the  in- 
stitution. Many  of  its  members  lost  heart,  and  were  ready  to 
give  up  the  organization.  At  a  meeting  held  October  12,  1833, 
the  following  action  was  taken  :  "Considering  the  embarrassed 
state  of  this  Lodge,  it  is  voted  and  resolved  that  it  is  expedient 
to  sell  all  the  real  estate  of  which  it  is  now  possessed,  as  well  as 
such  of  its  personal  property  as  may  be  an  encumbrance  to  it. 
It  is  also  voted  that  Bros.  Joshua  D.  Rathbun,  Lemuel  Burge 
and  George  T.  Nichols,  be  a  committee  of  the  corporation  with 
power  irrevocable  to  sell  and  dispose  of  all  the  real  estate  there- 
of." The  same  committee  was  also  authorized  to  sell  all  the 
personal  property  of  the  Lodge  as  to  them  might  seem  best. 
The  last  meeting  of  the  Lodge,  as  shown  by  the  Record,  was 
held  October  23,  1833,  at  which  time  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  let  the  hall  for  any  purpose  they  should  think  proper. 

The  revival  of  Freemasonry  in  Rhode  Island  dates  from 
about  the  year  1840,  shortly  after  which  time  steps  were  taken 
for  the  reorganizing  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  5.  The  trans- 
action concerning  the  closing  up  of  the  affairs  of  said  Lodge, 
as  heretofore  referred  to,  seemed  to  make  its  revival  a  matter 
of  some  difficulty.  The  committee  appointed  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  at  its  quarterly  session,  held  in  December,  1845,  made 
report  that  the  funds  and  other  property  of  said  Lodge,  had 
been  disposed  of  by  three  brethren  formerly  members  of  Wash- 
ington  Lodge.  On  receiving  this  report  in  Grand  Lodge,  it 
was  voted  that  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  summon 
the  Brothers,  respectively,  to  appear  before  a  committee  in  Ma- 
sons Hall,  Providence,  March  9,  1846,  in  order  that  due  investi- 
gation might  be  made  concerning  the  matter.  Bro.  James 
Hutchison  was  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  Charles  D. 
Greene,  clerk.    Only  one  of  the  brethren  of  Washington  Lodge 
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appeared  before  the  committee.  He  testified  that  the  sale  of 
the  Lodge  property  was  duly  made,  and  the  money  divided 
among  the  three  brethren  who  were  given  authority  in  the  mat- 
ter. In  his  judgment  the  Grand  Lodge  would  be  unable  to 
obtain  any  repayment  of  the  sums  now  in  the  hands  of  these 
individuals.  He  claimed  for  himself  to  have  certain  claims 
against  the  Lodge,  amounting  to  nearly  the  sum  which  he  had 
received  as  his  part  of  the  results  of  the  sale.  Following  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  Grand  Lodge,  a  sentence  of  expul- 
sion was  passed  upon  the  members  of  the  Lodge  who  had  dis- 
posed of  the  property  and  retained  or  divided  the  proceeds. 

The  organic  life  of  Washington  Lodge  seemed  to  have  en- 
tirely ceased  at  this  time,  and  no  movement  for  the  revival  of 
the  Lodge  was  made  for  several  years.  In  1866,  however,  upon 
petition  of  John  B.  Peirce,  Edmund  R.  Greene,  Robert  H.  Wil- 
son, William  M.  Sherman,  and  several  others,  a  Dispensation  was 
granted  by  Grand  Master  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  empowering  these 
brethren  to  form  and  open  a  Lodge  at  Wickford,  in  the  town 
of  North  Kingstown,  said  Lodge  to  be  called  "Washington 
Lodge."  Bro.  John  B.  Peirce  was  appointed  Wor.  Master  of 
the  Lodge  thus  authorized.  The  first  meeting  under  the  Dis- 
pensation was  held  in  Brown's  Building,  Wickford,  November 
16,  1866.  Nine  applications  for  membership  were  received. 
The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Lodge,  while  under  dispensa- 
tion, was  held  May  25,  1867.  The  reorganized  Washington 
Lodge  was  constituted  November  22,  1867,  by  Grand  Master 
Thomas  A.  Doyle  and  other  Grand  Officers,  in  Chapin's  Hall, 
Wickford,in  the  presence  of  a  large  assembly  of  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen. An  elegant  silver  service  was  presented  to  Wor.  Master 
John  B.  Peirce,  on  that  occasion,  in  token  of  his  steadfast  efforts 
made  for  the  reorganizing  of  the  Lodge.  Bro.  A.  Crawford 
Green  also  presented  to  the  Lodge  a  portrait  of  Gen.  George 
Washington.  The  Lodge  was  active  and  progressive  from  this 
time  forward,  and  many  desirable  candidates  were  admitted. 

Washington  Lodge  has  enjoyed  many  instructive  occasions  of 
a  public,  or  semi-public  character  since  the  time  of  its  revival. 
Among  these  mention  may  be  made  of  the  public  installation 
of  its  officers,  held  in  Vaughan  Hall,  Wickford,  on  Thursday 
evening,  October  7,  1875.  Included  in  the  interesting  exer- 
cises of  that  occasion,  was  an  address  by  Rev.  Bro.  George 
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J.  Magill,  Rector  of  St.  Paul's  church.  The  subject  of  his  ad- 
dress was  the  Genius  of  Freemasonry.  He  pointed  out  the 
character  and  object  of  Freemasonry,  and  its  position  in  rela- 
tion to  the  outside  world.  The  address  was  afterwards  printed, 
and  given  a  wide  circulation. 

In  1885,  Washington  Lodge  moved  into  a  new  hall  which 
had  been  built  by  the  Odd  Fellows,  where  they  have  since 
remained  as  tenants  of  the  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows.  Until 
about  ten  years  ago  Washington  Lodge  had  depended  upon 
its  fees,  received  from  the  initiation  of  candidates,  for  finan- 
cial support.  About  that  time  a  system  of  annual  dues  was 
adopted,  the  rate  being  fixed  at  $2.00  per  year.  The  system 
has  worked  well,  although  it  was  soon  followed  by  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  fees  from  $40.  to  $30.  Within  recent  years  the 
Lodge  has  suffered  by  the  death  of  some  of  its  most  worthy 
and  prominent  members.  Among  these  special  mention  should 
be  made  of  Bro.  John  B.  Peirce,  who  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  Town  Clerk  of  North  Kingstown,  which  office  he  had  held 
for  many  years.  He  had  often  been  called  to  fill  positions  of 
honor  and  trust  in  the  community.  He  was  an  active  and  influ- 
ential member  of  the  Fraternity.  His  funeral  was  solemnized 
March  30,  1885,  the  exercises  being  under  the  charge  of  the 
Grand*  Lodge,  M.  W.  Bro.  Lyman  Klapp,  Grand  Master,  presid- 
ing. St.  John's  Commandery,  No.  1,  Providence,  of  which  Bro. 
Peirce  was  a  member,  was  also  represented  at  the  funeral.  The 
burial  service  in  St.  Paul's  church,  including  the  Templar  ser- 
vice, and  the  Committal  service  at  the  grave,  was  conducted 
by  the  Grand  Master  and  other  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
Although  Washington  Lodge  has  been  made  sorrowful  again 
and  again,  by  the  taking  away  of  prominent  members,  it  still 
retains  in  its  communion  many  earnest,  intelligent,  and  devoted 
Craftsmen.  The  whole  number  of  members  reported  in  Cen- 
tennial year,  1891,  was  77.  The  officers  of  the  Lodge  for  that 
year  were  the  following  : 

Hykon  I,.  Arnold  W.  M. 

Rf.njamin  Bray  S.  \V. 

John  E.  Rose  J.  \V. 

Erasti-s  C.  Dawi.ky  Treas. 

R.\  W.\  A.  E.  Ellsworth  .Sec  y. 

W.\  Joseph  Haywood  Chap. 

\Y.  \  Frank  II.  Wilson  S.  I). 
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Joseph  E.  Hrikri.y  J.  D. 

George  W.  Gardner,  Jr.  . .  .S.  S. 

William  W.  Sherman  J.  S. 

Nicholas  Kakkr  Mar. 

W.\  Jared  M.  Miner  Sent. 

James  H.  Hkndrick  M.  D. 

Joseph  H.  Lord  Tyler. 
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ST.  ALBAN'S  LODGE,  No.  6,  BRISTOL. 


A  movement  for  the  establishment  of 
a  Masonic  Lodge  in  Bristol  took  form 
June  1 8,  1800,  when  a  petition  for  a 
Dispensation  empowering  them  to 
assemble  and  hold  a  regular  Lodge, 
was  addressed  to  the  Grand  Master 
of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island.  The 
petition  was  in  the  usual  form,  and 
signed  by  the  following  named  breth- 
ren :  Nathaniel  Waldron,  Abner  Mo- 
sher,  Joseph  Rawson,  Aran  Usher, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Jr.,  Hersy  Bradford, 
George  Grossman,  Edward  Spaulding, 
Giles  Luther,  Marshal  Keith,  George 
DeWolf,  James  Thomson,  Jeremiah 
Diman,  Samuel  Smith,  2d,  Daniel  Bradford,  Jr.  The  petition 
was  granted,  and  a  Dispensation,  bearing  date  June  25,  1800, 
was  issued.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Lodge  was  held  at  the 
"Court  House  Chamber,"  on  the  27th  day  of  the  following 
August,  at  which  time  officers  were  elected.  From  this  date  an 
unbroken  Record  of  the  meetings  of  St.  Alban's  Lodge  is  in  ex- 
istence. At  the  second  meeting,  held  September,  1800,  a  Code 
of  By-Laws  was  adopted,  containing  the  following  provisions  : 
"  Every  member  or  visiting  Bro.  who  shall  be  present  at  or  after 
the  opening  of  the  Lodge,  except  the  secretary  and  such  others 
as  the  presiding  Master  may  excuse,  shall  pay  his  part  of  ex- 
penses, share  and  share  alike;  and  should  any  Bro.  quit  the 
Lodge  before  it  is  closed,  he  shall  pay  his  quota  to  the  Secre- 
tary; and  should  he  neglect  to  do  so,  it  shall  be  demanded  of 
him  the  next  night  of  his  visit,  as  soon  as  the  Lodge  is  opened." 
This  indicates  that  in  St.  Alban's  Lodge  a  system  of  dues  was 
recognized  at  the  very  beginning  of  its  organic  life. 

The  Lodge  was  constituted  October  21,  1802,  by  services  held 
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under  the  direction  of  Grand  Master  Moses  Seixas.  The  Rec- 
ord of  that  service  is  as  follows  :  "The  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State,  and  the  different  Lodges  subordinate  thereto,  met  at  the 
State  House,  in  Bristol,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  formed  a  pro- 
cession from  thence  to  the  Congregational  Meeting  House, 
where  a  well  adapted  discourse  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Bro. 
Samuel  Watson,  of  Barrington,  after  which  St.  Alban's  Lodge 
was  consecrated,  and  the  officers  thereof  installed  in  ample  form, 
and  presented  with  their  Charter,  signed  by  the  officers  of  the 
Grand  Lodge." 

This  Charter,  signed  by  Moses  Seixas,  Grand  Master;  Eph- 
raim  Bowen,  Jr.,  Deputy  Grand  Master;  Thomas  Smith  Webb, 
Jr.,  Grand  "Warden;  and  Thomas  Handy,  Grand  Secretary,  still 
hangs  upon  the  wall  of  St.  Alban's  Lodge  room,  and  is  in  a  fair 
state  of  preservation.  The  Lodge  early  took  steps  for  securing 
a  place  of  meeting,  to  be  erected  and  owned  by  the  Lodge. 
Finally,  however,  a  proposition  was  made  for  the  erection  of  a 
building  by  the  town  and  Lodge  jointly,  each  bearing  one-half 
of  the  expenses.  By  the  town  Record  it  appears  that  on  May 
17,  1804,  the  town  of  Bristol  voted  as  follows:  "The  Masonic 
Society  are  to  hold  and  occupy  the  upper  story,  and  the  lower 
story  is  to  be  used  and  occupied  by  the  town,  for  keeping  a  free 
school;  and  the  said  Masonic  Society  is  to  have  the  privilege  of 
erecting  a  convenient  stairway,  at  one  end  of  the  part  appro- 
priated for  the  school,  and  to  have  such  privilege  as  long  as  they 
remain  such  a  society."  On  October,  1804,  the  corner  stone  of 
the  Masonic  Hall  was  duly  laid,  an  oration  suitable  to  the  occa- 
sion being  delivered  by  Rev.  Alexander  V.  Griswold,  afterwards 
Bishop  of  the  Eastern  Diocese  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church.  The  new  hall  was  dedicated  June  24,  1805.  It  still 
continues  to  be  the  home  of  St.  Alban's  Lodge.  All  who  were 
instrumental  in  providing  this  Masonic  home  for  themselves  and 
for  those  who  came  after  them,  have  passed  away,  yet  the  work 
of  their  hands  still  remains  after  a  period  of  85  years,  to  testify 
to  their  love  for  our  institution.  On  December  25,  1824,  the 
Rev.  Lorenzo  Dow,  that  eccentric  divine,  was  made  a  Mason  in 
St.  Alban's  Lodge,  and  on  the  following  day,  being  Sunday,  he 
received  the  Second  and  Third  Degrees.  Masonic  tradition 
declares  that  the  Lodge  was  called  in  the  afternoon,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  services  at  the  church  where  Bro.  Dow  was  preach- 
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ing,  and  that  certain  members  of  his  congregation,  learning  of 
his  purpose,  expostulated  with  him  in  regard  thereto,  some  of 
them  even  going  so  far  as  to  accompany  him  on  the  way  to  the 
Lodge  endeavoring  to  dissuade  him  from  his  purpose.  To  all 
of  their  entreaties,  however,  he  turned  a  deaf  ear,  until,  on 
arriving  at  the  entrance  of  the  Lodge,  he  paused,  surveyed  his 
followers  for  a  moment,  and  then,  with  the  words,  "  Whither  I 
go,  ye  cannot  come,"  disappeared  from  their  sight.  The  Rec- 
ords of  St.  Alban's  Lodge  show  that  the  meeting  on  this  occa- 
sion was  closed  with  an  exhortation  and  a  prayer  by  Bro.  Dow. 
As  early  as  December  27,  1827,  the  Lodge  decided  that  it  would 
not  sanction  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  on  its  festival  occasions. 
The  following  is  the  vote  then  passed  :  44  That  we  as  a  body 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  will  dispense  with  the  use  of 
spirituous  liquors  on  these  occasions."  From  that  time  to  the 
present  the  use  of  liquor  in  any  form,  is  a  thing  unknown  at 
any  Masonic  meeting.  During  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement, 
about  the  year  1828  to  1844,  no  work  was  done  in  St.  Alban's 
Lodge,  although  the  meetings  were  maintained  with  suitable 
regularity.  In  1848,  however,  the  Lodge  appears  to  have  taken 
a  new  lease  of  life,  fifteen  candidates  being  initiated  during  the 
year;  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  its  progress  has  been 
sure.  Since  the  organization  of  the  Lodge  in  1800,  493  names 
have  been  placed  upon  its  roll  of  membership,  of  whom  in 
were  members  in  good  standing  when  the  official  report  was 
made  in  1891.  Thirty-two  brethren  have  filled  the  office  of 
Wor.  Master  of  St.  Alban's  Lodge,  the  first  in  the  list  being 
Nathaniel  Waldron,  and  the  last  being  William  J.  Bradford, 
Master,  in  1891  Several  of  the  brethren  thus  honored  have 
attained  high  official  positions,  both  in  the  Crand  Lodge  and 
the  (irand  Chapter.  Fifteen  of  the  number  are  still  living, 
fourteen  of  them  members  of  the  Lodge.  The  treasurer  of  the 
Lodge  in  Centennial  year  was  Bro.  John  H.  Pitman,  who  was 
initiated  March  2,  1849,  Passed  March  2,  of  the  same  year, 
and  Raised  March  7,  1849.  He  was  elected  treasurer  of  the 
Lodge,  December  18,  1850,  and  for  more  than  40  years  has  held 
the  same  office  by  successive  elections.  This  record  is  certainly 
exceptional,  and  probably  there  can  be  found  scarcely  another 
Lodge  equally  as  fortunate  as  St.  Alban's  has  been  in  this  re- 
spect.    In  1872  the  Lodge  appointed  a  committee  to  endeavor 
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to  raise  money  by  subscription  for  a  Charity  Fund.  This  com- 
mittee labored  earnestly,  and  the  brethren  responded  liberally 
to  their  call.  Something  more  than  $500  was  secured,  which 
formed  a  nucleus  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  "  Special  Charity 
Fund."  In  December,  1875,  a  union  fair  was  held  in  connec- 
tion with  the  United  Brothers  Lodge  of  I.  O.  ().  F.,  in  Bris- 
tol, St.  Alban's  share  of  the  proceeds,  $1,012.25,  being  paid  to 
this  fund,  which  amounts,  at  the  present  time,  to  about  $4,000. 
The  income  of  this  fund  can  be  used  for  no  other  purpose  than 
the  relief  of  distressed  members  of  this  Lodge,  their  widows 
and  orphans;  and  any  amount  of  income  unexpended  at  each 
annual  communication  is  added  to  the  principal.  This  fund  is 
in  the  custody  of  three  trustees,  who  attend  to  its  investment, 
and  make  a  report  annually  to  the  Lodge. 

Among  the  notable  occasions  in  which  St.  Alban's  Lodge  has 
participated,  reference  may  properly  be  made  to  its  acting  as 
escort  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  September  25, 
1883,  at  which  time  the  corner  stone  of  the  Burnside  Memorial 
was  laid.  This  occasion  will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of 
unusual  interest.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  Bro. 
Chester  A.  Arthur,  was  present  as  the  guest  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  and  made  a  graceful  and  pertinent  address.  The 
Governor  of  the  State,  Bro.  Augustus  ().  Bourn,  Bro.  Nelson 
W.  Aldrich,  U.  S.  Senator,  and  many  other  distinguished  breth- 
ren and  citizens  were  in  attendance.  An  oration  was  delivered 
by  Hon.  Le  Baron  B.  Colt,  U.  S.  District  Judge.  Benediction 
was  pronounced  by  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Clark,  Bishop  of 
Rhode  Island.  The  Masonic  exercises  at  the  placing  of  the 
corner  stone,  were  under  the  direction  of  Grand  Master  Lyman 
Klapp. 

Until  within  a  comparatively  recent  period,  annual  dues  were 
not  required  from  the  members  of  St.  Alban's  Lodge.  In  1877, 
however,  owing  to  a  lack  of  work,  together  with  repairs  made 
upon  the  Lodge  room,  an  assessment  was  levied  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Lodge  to  meet  the  expenses.  This  was  repeated 
for  several  years,  but  not  proving  altogether  satisfactory,  a 
Code  of  By-Laws  was  adopted  in  which  was  incorporated  a  sys- 
tem of  dues,  $2.00  per  year,  with  the  provision  that  this  amount 
might  be  increased  or  diminished  by  a  majority  vote  at  any  an- 
nual election.    Under  the  operation  of   this  system  several 
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brethren  have  been  dropped  from  the  roll,  but  upon  the  whole 
the  plan  appears  to  have  produced  the  desired  result,  and  to 
have  given  general  satisfaction.  St.  Alban's  Lodge,  No.  6,  has, 
at  least,  a  fairly  good  record,  and  its  past  history,  in  many 
respects,  affords  an  inspiring  example  for  the  present  time. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Chas.  H.  Whedon,  Secretary  and  Historian  of 
the  Lodge,  to  whom  credit  is  due  for  this  sketch,  closes  his 
review  with  the  following  suggestive  words: 

"  The  past  is  gone  —  the  present  is  ours  —  may  they  together 
prove,  in  the  language  of  the  motto  of  him  whose  name  we 
bear, 

'An  omen  of  better  times.'" 

The  membership  of  the  Lodge  in  Centennial  year,  as  already 
stated,  was  m.    The  officers  were  as  follows: 


William  J.  Bradford  YY.  M. 

'    William  Hodokinson.  S.  W. 

Damki.  G.  Nkylan  J.  W. 

John  H.  Pitman  Treas. 

R.\  W.\  Chas.  H.  WHEDox.Sec'y. 

Parminas  Skinner,  Jr  Chap. 

Frank  B.  Wilson  S.  I). 


Bknjamin  11.  Wood  J.  D. 

W.\  Charles  Thackf.ky  S.  S. 

A.  Ri  ssf.i.l  Xewmax  J.  S. 

Thomas  F.  Usher  Mar. 

Jf.re.  H.  You  no  M.  D. 

Benjamin  T.  Munro  Tyler. 
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FRIENDSHIP  LODGE,  No.  7,  CHEPACHET. 


At  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury there  were  six  Masonic  Lodges 
in  Rhode  Island.  These  were  situa- 
ted 0:1  or  near  Narragansett  Bay. 
The  Northwestern  part  of  the  State 
was  without  a  Lodge.  Chepachet  at 
that  time  was  the  principal  village  in 
Northwestern  Rhode  Island.  A  few 
brethren  resident  in  the  village  or  its 
vicinity,  desired  the  establishment  of 
a  new  Lodge.  Accordingly,  in  the 
year  1800,  a  Dispensation  was  granted 


byTthe  (irand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  for  the  constituting  of 
"Friendship  Lodge,  No.  i,  at  the  town  of  Ciloster."  This  was 
the  first  "fresh  water"  Lodge  in  the  State,  as  stated  by  the 
Historian  of  the  Lodge,  Bro.  Frank  H.  Potter. 

The  first  meeting  of  Friendship  Lodge  was  held  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Jesse  Smith,  March  13,  1800.  Dr.  Joseph  Bowen 
acted  as  Wor.  Master.  To  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Lodge,  it 
was  voted  that  "each  visitor  pay  for  himself  and  his  horse  37^ 
cents;  if  without  a  horse,  25  cents:  each  member  to  pay  a 
member's  fee  of  25  cents  quarterly."  Bro.  Elijah  Armstrong 
was  allowed  $9.93,  for  expenses  in  obtaining  the  Dispensa- 
tion. At  a  meeting  held  May  5,  1800,  the  following  brethren 
were  elected  as  officers:  Joseph  Bowen,  Wor.  Master;  Elijah 
Armstrong,  S.  \V. ;  David  Richmond,  J.  \V. :  Asa  Burlingame, 
Treas. ;  Solomon  Owen,  Sec'y. ;  Oliver  Owen,  S.  1).;  Stephen 
Burlingame,  J.  D. ;  Thomas  Owen,  Steward;  Duty  Salisbury, 
Tyler.  These  were  the  brethren  who  organized  the  Lodge  and 
to  whom  the  Dispensation  was  granted.  The  Lodge  made  re- 
turns of  its  proceedings  from  March  21,  1800,  to  June  24,  1800, 
to  the  (irand  Lodge  at  its  Communication  held  in  Newport, 
June  25,  1800.    Several  candidates  had  been  received  into  the 
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Lodge  during  that  brief  period,  namely:  Cyrus  Cooke,  John 
Wood,  Elias  Williams,  Ephraim  Thayer,  Levi  Eclay,  and  Joseph 
Hines.  During  the  first  year,  the  Lodge  held  its  meetings  in  the 
rooms  of  taverns,  or  in  private  houses.  It  was  found  very  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  a  hall  for  the  regular  use  of  the  Lodge;  so  in 
1802,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  build  a  hall.  The  brethren 
had  but  little  strength  financially,  and  yet  were  able  to  procure 
the  necessary  means,  so  that  in  the  winter  of  1802  the  building 
was  completed.  It  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  ceremonies 
on  December  7th  of  that  year.  The  members  of  the  Lodge,  in 
number  about  30,  resided  at  places  quite  distant  from  each 
other,  and  from  the  new  hall.  They  were  accustomed,  there- 
fore, to  meet  as  early  as  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  Late 
hours  were  looked  upon  with  such  aversion,  that  on  one  occa- 
sion a  vote  was  passed  that  44  for  the  future  no  more  business 
shall  be  done  after  nine  o'clock  at  night,  except  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency." It  was  the  custom  in  those  days,  immediately  after  the 
annual  election  to  repair  to  the  Meeting  House,  where  an  address 
on  Masonry  was  delivered  by  some  prominent  brother,  after 
which  refreshments  were  served  in  the  Lodge  room.  Friendship 
Lodge  worked  under  a  Dispensation  until  1805,  when  the  Grand 
Lodge  voted  to  grant  a  Charter.  On  October  21,  1805,  the 
Grand  Lodge  formally  consecrated  Friendship  Lodge,  and  in- 
stalled its  officers.  Hro.  Ephraim  Bowen  officiated  as  Grand 
Master  on  that  occasfon,  in  the  absence  of  Hro.  Moses  Seixas, 
who  sent  a  letter  apologizing  for  his  non-attendance.  Thomas 
Smith  Webb  was  present  and  took  part  in  the  service.  Rev. 
Stephen  Gano  officiated  as  Grand  Chaplain.  A  judicious  dis- 
course was  delivered  by  Rev.  William  Smith,  of  Newport. 

Friendship  Lodge  experienced  considerable  prosperity  during 
its  early  life.  It  had  an  extensive  territory  to  draw  from,  and  a 
goodly  number  of  candidates  were  admitted.  In  one  case  a 
candidate  came  from  the  town  of  Charlestown,  Mass.  Juris- 
dictional lines  were  not  so  closely  drawn  then  as  now.  The 
members  took  much  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Lodge,  as  also 
in  the  ceremonies  and  lectures  of  the  Masonic  system.  They 
were  accustomed  to  join  with  their  brethren  from  other  parts  of 
the  State,  in  the  annual  observances  of  the  Festival  of  St. 
John's  Day.  During  the  darkness  of  Anti-Masonic  times,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  "advise  with  some  of  our  Sister 
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Lodges  as  to  the  expediency  of  getting  up  a  paper  for  the  pur- 
pose of  vindicating  the  cause  of  Freemasonry,"  the  subject  hav- 
ing been  freely  discussed  by  the  brethren  who  unanimously 
agreed  to  give  it  their  support.  Through  the  years*  of  this  try- 
ing period  when  so  many  Lodges  surrendered  their  Charters, 
Friendship  Lodge  held  regular  meetings,  and  transacted  what 
little  business  came" before  it.  Many  fell  away  in  their  interest 
and  devotion,  but  the  few  who  kept  the  Lodge  up,  were  of  the 
sternest  metal,  and  were  undaunted  by  the  opposition  against 
which  they  had  to  contend.  Bro.  Benedict  Aldrich,  of  honored 
memory,  a  member  of  the  Lodge,  was  visited  by  a  committee 
of  the  church  to  which  he  belonged,  who  said  to  him:  "  Bro. 
Aldrich,  it  may  be  necessary  for  you  to  give  up  either  your  Ma- 
sonry or  your  church;  in  that  case  which  will  you  give  up?" 
Bro.  Aldrich  calmly  replied,  "  I  shall  not  give  up  my  Masonry." 
The  committee  retired,  and  nothing  more  was  done  in  regard  to 
disciplining  him  for  his  membership  in  the  Fraternity.  He  re- 
mained a  member  of  the  church,  as  of  the  Lodge,  until  the  time 
of  his  death. 

As  the  town  of  Burrillville  increased  in  population,  it  con- 
tributed more  and  more  to  the  membership  of  Friendship  Lodge, 
until  in  1850,  so  many  came  from  that  section,  that  it  was 
deemed  best  to  hold  meetings  alternately  in  Chepachet  and  Bur- 
rillville. Permission  having  been  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
this  plan  was  followed  for  a  few  years.  In  1867,  however,  Gran- 
ite Lodge  was  established  in  the  last  named  town.  The  two 
Lodges  worked  in  concurrent  jurisdiction  for  some  fifteen  years, 
when  a  boundary  line  was  established  between  them.  The  sys- 
tem of  dues  was  adopted  by  Friendship  Lodge  in  1879.  The 
fees  of  the  Lodge  have  never  been  high.  In  some  cases  candi- 
dates not  having  the  ready  money,  were  allowed  to  give  notes 
respectively,  in  satisfaction  of  the  required  fees.  In  1884  the 
Lodge  purchased  the  lower  part  of  the  Hall  Building,  which 
had  been  owned  by  private  parties  ever  since  it  had  been  built. 
Since  that  date  the  Lodge  has  been  the  owner  of  the  entire 
property.  For  many  years  Friendship  Lodge  could  boast  of 
having  in  its  membership  the  oldest  Mason  in  the  State,  and 
perhaps  in  the  country, — Wor.  Bro.  Benedict  Aldrich,  initiated 
May  30,  1814,  died  May  19,  1890,  having  been  76  years  a  Ma- 
son.   At  the  advanced  age  of  97  years  Bro.  Aldrich  rode  eleven 
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miles  and  presided  at  the  Annual  Communication  of  his  Lodge; 
this  was  in  the  year  1889.  Friendship  Lodge  has  been  repre- 
sented in  the  Grand  Lodge  by  a  goodly  number  of  brethren  of 
ability  and  influence.  Several  of  these  brethren  have  filled 
important  offices  in  the  governing  body.  Its  interests  have 
always  been  carefully  guarded,  and  the  control  of  its  affairs 
has  generally  been  placed  in  prudent  and  energetic  hands.  It 
has  gained  a  good  reputation  for  the  excellent  manner  in  which 
the  Degrees  have  been  worked,  visitors  often  coming  from  a 
distance  to  witness  the  ceremonies. 

The  Masonic  Hall  in  Chepachet,  is  supposed  to  be  the  oldest 
Lodge  room  in  the  State.  The  style  of  architecture  and  fur- 
nishings, are  of  ancient  design.  But  little  change  has  been 
made,  and  it  remains  to-day  one  of  the  quaintest  buildings  in 
the  town,  a  notable  memorial  of  days  long  gone  by. 

The  material  for  the  foregoing  historical  sketch  of  Friend- 
ship Lodge,  was  kindly  furnished  by  Hro.  Frank  H.  Potter. 

The  number  of  members  reported  for  Centennial  year,  1891, 
was  68.    The  officers  for  that  year  were  as  follows: 


EVERETT  W.  WhITK  W.  M. 

Eugene  F.  Eddy  S.  W. 

Charles  Potter  I.  \Y. 

YV.\"  Alhert  Potter  Treas. 

W.  \  E.  L.  Phettei-lace  Sec  y. 

\Y.\  Ri'fus  A.  Sami-son  .  ..Chap. 
Frank  II.  Potter  S.  D. 


James  A.  Angeli  

...J.  D. 

Felix  S.  Slav  in  

• » •     s , 

...J.S. 

YV.\  Martin  \Y.  Young.  . 

. . .  M.  D. 

. .  .Tyler. 
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MOUNT  MORIAH  LODGE,  No.  8,  SMITH  FIELD. 


The  Records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island  show  that  on  June  25, 
1804,  a  petition  was  received  from 
brethren  resident  in  the  town  of  Smith- 
field,  praying  a  Dispensation  "  to  form, 
open,  and  work  a  Lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  in  the  said  town  of 
Smithfield."  This  petition  was  rec- 
ommended by  St.  John's  Lodge,  and 
Mount  Vernon  Lodge  in  Providence, 
and  on  a  vote  being  taken,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  to  grant  the  peti- 
tioners a  Dispensation  for  one  year.  The  following  named 
brethren  were  petitioners  for  the  Dispensation,  namely:  Ahab 
Read,  William  Aldrich,  George  Hill.  Windsor  Aldrich,  Stephen 
Thornton,  Daniel  Jencks,  Stephen  Clarke,  Nathaniel  Mowry,  3d, 
Isaac  Comstock,  Christopher  Dexter,  Eleazer  Whipple,  Jesse 
Whipple,  Moses  Aldrich,  Reuben  Mowry,  Lewis  Dexter,  Samuel 
Mann,  Isaac  Aldrich,  David  Sayles,  Joseph  Whipple,  2d,  Na- 
thaniel Scott,  William  Jencks,  Thomas  Mann,  and  Nathaniel 
Mowry. 

It  was  provided  by  the  Dispensation,  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  petitioners,  that  the  name  of  the  organization 
should  be  "  Mt.  Moriah  Lodge,"  and  that  Moses  Aldrich  should 
be  Wur.  Master;  Ahab  Read,  S.  W. ;  Christopher  Dexter,  J.  W. ; 
David  Sayles,  Treas. ;  Thomas  Mann,  Sec'y;  George  Hill,  S.  D. ; 
and  Windsor  Aldrich,  J.  D. ;  of  the  newly  formed  organization. 

The  first  work  done  by  Mt.  Moriah  Lodge  was  on  the  12th 
of  October,  1804,  when  the  following  named  candidates  were 
initiated,  namely:  Benjamin  Hall,  Roger  Sheldon,  and  Stephen 
Whipple.  The  Lodge  was  duly  constituted  by  Grand  Master 
Bowen,  and  other  Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Septem- 
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ber  30,  1805.  The  record  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  that  occa- 
sion is  as  follows:  "A  procession  was  then  formed  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Catholic  Baptist  Meeting  House,  where  the  Lodge 
was  consecrated,  and  the  officers  thereof  installed  in  ancient  • 
and  ample  form,  after  which  an  excellent  and  pertinent  discourse 
was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  John  Pitman.  The  procession  was 
then  reformed  and  returned  to  the  house  of  Whipple  Lovett, 
Esq.,  where  they  partook,  in  much  harmony,  of  a  sumptuous  ^ 
repast  provided  for  the  occasion,  after  which  they  proceeded  to 
Mr.  Lovett's,  when  it  was  voted  that  Wor.  Bros.  Thomas  S. 
Webb  and  John  Carlile  be  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Pitman,  with  the  thanks  of  the  Lodge  for  his  appropriate 
discourse." 

Mt.  Moriah  Lodge  has  passed  through  many  vicissitudes  of 
fortune,  and  has  had  experiences  of  adversity  and  trial,  with 
many  days  of  brightness  and  prosperity.  Its  members,  for  the 
most  part,  have  been  worthy  representatives  of  the  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity, and  the  conduct  of  its  affairs  has  been  placed  generally 
in  the  hands  of  intelligent  and  able  brethren.  It  showed  a 
good  deal  of  vitality  during  the  Anti-Masonic  era,  and  was  an- 
nually represented  by  one  or  more  of  its  officers  at  the  meetings 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  was  quick  to  respond,  with  renewed 
activities,  to  the  touch  of  a  better  and  more  prosperous  condi- 
tion of  things  in  1840  and  1841.  After  that  time,  however,  it 
found  its  way  beset  by  some  difficulties  and  troubles,  in  the  ad- 
justment of  which,  time  and  patience  were  required. 

In  1863  an  unfortunate  conflict  with  the  authority  of  the 
(irand  Lodge  took  place.  It  is  unnecessary  in  this  connection 
to  refer  to  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  such  con- 
flict. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  Charter  of  Mt.  Moriah 
Lodge  was  arrested,  and  the  suspension  of  its  Wor.  Master, 
with#other  officers  and  members,  followed.  The  whole  matter 
was  referred  to  a  committee,  and  ultimately  passed  upon  by  the 
(Irand  Lodge,  which  sustained  the  action  of  the  (Irand  Master 
in  arresting  the  Charter,  and  suspending  the  officers  ami  mem- 
bers from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Freemasonry.  In  1866 
the  Charter  was  restored  and  many  of  the  suspended  members 
returned  to  their  former  position  of  interest  and  allegiance.  A 
suitable  acknowledgment  was  made  to  the  (Irand  Lodge  for 
the  error  committed,  and  its  members  were  restored  to  all  the 
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rights,  benefits,  and  privileges  of  Freemasonry  of  which  they  had 
been  deprived.  The  formal  reinstatement  was  on  Feb.  7,  1866, 
at  which  time  Grand  Master  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  accompanied  by 
the  Grand  Secretary,  James  Hutchison  and  others,  met  the 
brethren  in  the  hall  of-  Alt.  Moriah  Lodge,  returned  the  Charter 
and  installed  the  officers  elect.  In  the  address  of  Grand  Al as- 
ter Doyle  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  May  21, 
1866,  referring  to  that  occasion,  he  used  these  words:  "We 
were  gladly  welcomed  by  the  members  of  Alt.  Aloriah  Lodge, 
and  at  once  proceeded  to  the  formal  business  of  the  day,  a 
record  of  which  in  full  is  spread  upon  their  Records.  After  the 
closing  of  the  Lodge,  a  bountiful  collation  was  provided,  and 
an  hour  of  social  intercourse  followed,  which  brought  back  many 
a  memory  of  former  times,  and  reminded  us  of  the  hospitality 
for  which  this  old  Lodge  was  so  long  famous."  In  the  Grand 
Alaster's  address  thus  quoted  from,  he  recommended  that  all 
the  members  of  the  Lodge,  save  one,  should  be  restored  to  their 
Alasonic  rights.  This  was  done  in  the  year  next  following,  and 
somewhat  later  the  brother  first  excepted,  was  restored  to  mem- 
bership. From  1866  until  the  time  of  the  present  writing,  the 
Lodge  has  experienced  considerable  prosperity  and  has  well  and 
faithfully  discharged  the  obligations  devolving  upon  a  Alasonic 
organization.  The  building  in  which  the  meetings  are  now 
held,  is  owned  by  the  Lodge,  and  recently  the  Lodge  has  pur- 
chased a  lot  adjoining,  and  erected  thereon  a  substantial  shed, 
72  feet  long,  and  18  feet  wide,  and  all  enclosed  by  a  good 
fence.  The  membership  as  reported  in  1891,  was  98.  The 
officers  of  the  Lodge  for  that  year  were  the  following: 


James  Lef.  \V.  M. 


Alfred  J.  Cruris  S.  \V. 

Waltkr  Livesley  J.  \V. 

Gf.orof.  J.  Hkmikick  Treas. 

Jamks  Jackson  Secy. 

John  \Y.  Hai.i  S.  D. 


Edward  'W.  Knk.;ht.  . . 

 J.  D. 

 s  s. 

John  Fallow  

•  *  *  •  *  J ' 

William  Driver  

 M .  D. 

W.  .  Henry  H.  Jencks. 
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HARMONY  LODGE,  NO.  9,  PAWTUXET. 


The  following  sketch,  presenting  an  his- 
torical survey  of  Harmony  Lodge,  is 
furnished  by  \V.\  Hro.  Forrest  A.  Peck, 
who  has  kindly  rendered  a  desired  ser- 
vice in  examining  the  Lodge  Records 
and  gathering  the  material  for  this  paper. 
The  beginning  of  the  organic  life  of 
Harmony  Lodge  dates  from  the  12th  of 
April,  1S05,  when  Col.  Ephraim  Howen, 
Jr.,  Jonathan  Nichols,  Comfort  A.  Car- 
penter, Peleg  Rhodes,  Jonathan  Aborn, 
fe^CONCORDIA^g  Christopher  Rhodes,  and  Henj.  M.  Smith, 
all  Freemasons,  held  a  meeting  in  the  house  of  Anthony  Aborn, 
Esq.,  Pawtuxet,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  establish  a  Lodge 
of  Freemasons  in  that  village.  The  action  agreed  upon  was  as 
follows: 

"Taking  into  consideration  our  remote  situation  from  any  Lodge,  and  it 
being  the  unanimous  opinion  of  those  present  to  establish  a  Lodge  in  this  vil- 
lage, it  was  resolved  that  a  subscription  be  drawn  up  and  presented  to  the  breth- 
ren of  the  Fraternity  (and  others  well  wishing  to  the  same)  to  raise  a  sum  of 
money  to  build  or  purchase  a  suitable  building  for  said  Lodge,  AVWtv*/,  That 
Col.  Kphraim  Howen,  Jr..  be  requested  to  draw  up  said  subscription.  Adjourned 
to  meet  this  day  week  at  Hro.  Christopher  Rhodes'  house." 

At  an  adjourned  meeting,  held  at  the  house  of  Christopher 
Rhodes,  April  19,  1805,  it  was  resolved  that  a  petition  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  a  Dispensation  to  organize  a 
Lodge  in  Pawtuxet,  the  name  thereof  to  be  Harmony,  to  meet 
on  Tuesdays  preceding  each  and  every  full  moon.  The  follow- 
ing brethren  were  named  as  the  first  officers:  Jonathan  Nichols, 
W.  M. ;  Leleg  Rhodes,  S.  W. ;  Christopher  Rhodes,  J.  W. ;  Jon- 
athan Aborn,  Treas.;  Comfort  A.  Carpenter,  Sec;  Kenj.  M. 
Smith,  S.  I).;  Solomon  Thornton,  J.  I).    R.  VV.  Ephraim  Bowen, 
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Jr.,  was  requested  to  draw  said  petition,  and  Bro.  Jonathan 
Nichols  to  present  it. 

At  the  following  adjourned  meeting  held  on  April  26th,  at  the 
house  of  Ephraim  Bowen,  Jr.,  it  was  resolved  that  Bros.  Peleg 
and  Christopher  Rhodes  be  a  committee  to  treat  with  Col.  Job 
Randall,  respecting  the  purchase  of  a  building  of  his  for  a 
Lodge  room,  they  to  take  a  deed  in  trust  and  the  Lodge  when 
established  to  see  them  remunerated. 

The  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Lodge,  U.  1).  was  held  May 
7,  1805.  The  Dispensation,  which  was  granted  May  6th,  not 
being  timely  received,  the  Lodge  was  opened  by  a  verbal  au- 
thorization with  R.  W.  Ephraim  Bowen,  Jr.,  I).  G.  M.,  presid- 
ing. At  this  meeting  the  By-Laws  were  approved  and  adopted 
as  the  By-Laws  for  the  government  of  the  Lodge. 

The  youngest  Entered  Apprentice  was  Bro.  William  Rhodes, 
who  was  Initiated  on  the  28th  of  May,  1805,  Passed  to  the  De- 
gree of  F.  C,  June  10,  1805,  and  Raised  and  admitted  to  mem- 
bership upon  the  same  evening.  On  September  10,  1805,  the 
Lodge  performed  its  first  deed  of  charity.  The  vote  was  as 
follows:  "Voted  and  Resolved  that  the  Secretary  transmit  a 
note  to  Mrs.  Phoebe  Thornton,  Mrs.  Nancy  Hunt  and  Mrs. 
Harrington,  informing,  that  they  can  each  of  them  send  a 
child  to  school  at  the  Pawtuxet  Academy,  for  six  months,  at 
the  expense  of  the  Lodge." 

The  Dispensation  granted  on  the  6th  of  April,  1805,  was  re- 
newed on  the  24th  of  June,  1805,  and  in  1806,  1807,  and  again 
on  the  24th  of  June,  1808,  with  R.  W.  Ephraim  Bowen,  Jr., 
appointed  as  Master,  in  place  of  W.\  Jonathan  Nichols.  The 
last  renewed  Dispensation  bore  the  name  of  Otis  Ammidon, 
G.  Sec.  On  June  1,  1808,  the  Lodge  attended  the  funeral  of 
their  deceased  brother,  Jonathan  Remington.  The  record 
reads,  "that  after  doing  funeral  service  and  depositing  the  sa- 
cred Roll,  they  formed  a  Procession  and  in  due  form  attended 
the  interment  of  our  said  deceased  brother." 

On  September  20,  1808,  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  9,  of  Pawtuxet, 
in  the  town  of  Warwick,  R.  L,  was  duly  constituted  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  The  officers  elected  and  in- 
stalled upon  that  occasion  were,  Wor.  Bro.  Peleg  Rhodes,  Mas- 
ter; Christopher  Rhodes,  S.  W. ;  Jonathan  Aborn,  J.  W. ;  Ben- 
oni  Lock  wood,  Treas. ;   William  Rhodes,  Sec;  Benjamin  M. 
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Smith,  S.  I>. ;  Solomon  Thornton,  J.  1).;  Peleg  Remington, 
Charles  Rhodes,  Elisha  P.  Smith,  Stewards;  William  Hum- 
phreys, Tyler. 

The  Charter  bears  the  names  of  the  above  mentioned  breth- 
ren, together  with  Bros.  Simeon  Smith,  Jr.,  Christopher  Thorn- 
ton, Comfort  A.  Carpenter,  Elisha  P.  Smith  and  others,  all  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  with  Moses  Seixas,  G.  M.;  Ephraim 
Bowen,  Jr.,  I>.  G.  M. ;  John  Carlile,  S.  G.  W. ;  Sylvester  Child, 
J.  G.  \Y.,  and  Otis  Ammidon,  G.  Sec.  After  the  election  a 
procession  was  formed  with  42  brethren  in  line,  which  moved  to 
the  music  of  a  full  and  correct  Band,  over  Pawtuxet  bridge  to 
the  Meeting  House,  where  the  ceremonies  and  services  of  the 
day  commenced.  After  prayer  and  a  hymn  by  the  choir,  the 
Rev.  Bro.  Gano,  of  Providence,  addressed  the  Fraternity  in  an 
eloquent  and  impressive  discourse.  The  installation  and  invest- 
ment was  followed  by  a  Masonic  charge,  by  Bro.  Thomas  Smith 
Webb,  specially  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master.  All  the  cere- 
monies were  in  the  ancient  form.  After  services  in  the  church 
a  sumptuous  dinner  was  served'  to  the  Craft  in  Mr.  Anthony 
Aborn's  Hall. 

From  the  time  of  its  Constitution  until  February  27,  1829, 
Harmony  Lodge  held  its  meetings  regularly  and  elected  eight 
brethren  respectively,  to  the  office  of  Master.  Bro.  Peleg 
Rhodes  served  from  1808  to  1814;  Elisha  P.  Smith  and  Christo- 
pher Rhodes  from  1814  to  1815;  William  Rhodes,  1S16;  Tully 
Dorrance  to  1824;  James  Harris  to  1826;  Sion  A.  Rhodes  to 
1827,  and  Remington  Arnold  from  1827  to  1 S53 — it  being  26 
years  from  the  time  of  his  first  election  until  his  successor  was 
installed.  He  was,  however,  regularly  elected  in  1849,  1850, 
1851  and  1852. 

This  ancient  Lodge  exacted  semi-annual  dues  from  its  mem- 
bers from  1805  until  Dec.  18,  1810,  when  the  By-Law  in  relation 
to  dues  was  repealed. 

There  is  not  a  word  in  its  ancient  records  relating  to  Anti- 
Masonic  matters.  They  seemed  to  have  left  that  experience  of 
unpleasantness  for  others  to  write  about.  But  he  who  reads 
carefully  can  readily  see  that  the  cloud  had  arisen,  for  upon  the 
nth  of  November,  1S26,  the  old  Lodge  room  buildings  and 
land  were  sold  to  Job  Manchester,  for  $450.00,  and  Peleg 
Rhodes  and  Christopher  Rhodes  were  named  as  trustees  to  in- 
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vest  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  in  Pawtuxet  Bank  Stock.  The 
Lodge  sold  all  right,  title  and  interest  held  in  their  incorporated 
capacity,  and  then  hired  the  hall  from  Bro.  Manchester  for  $20. 
a  year,  and  held  their  meetings  therein  until  March  14,  1830. 
On  May  27,  1827,  Bro.  Samuel  T.  Remington  was  Raised,  it 
being  the  last  work  until  1849. 

On  March  14,  1830,  an  Emergent  Communication  was  held 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  funeral  of  our  late  brother,  Dr. 
Comfort  Augustin  Carpenter,  a  Charter  member  of  the  Lodge, 
who  departed  this  life  March  10,  1830,  aged  seventy  years. 
Twenty-six  brethren  were  in  attendance,  six  of  them  Past  Mas- 
ters. From  this  meeting  until  December  5,  1834,  there  were 
no  meetings  held  of  importance;  on  that  date,  however,  a  meet- 
ing of  the  members  was  held,  and  it  was  voted  that  Bro.  Rem- 
ington Arnold,  Jr.,  be  appointed  Secretary;  it  was  also  voted 
that  Peleg  Rhodes  and  Remington  Arnold,  Jr.,  be  appointed 
a  committee  to  settle  accounts  with  the  treasurer,  and  that  the 
duty  be  performed  this  night;  voted  to  appoint  five  trustees  to 
superintend  the  funds  of  the  Lodge,  and  that  William  Rhodes, 
Remington  Arnold,  Jr.,  Christopher  Sheldon,  Samuel  W.  Whit- 
man and  Peleg  Rhodes,  constitute  such  Board  of  Trustees. 
On  September  11,  1837,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  school-room 
over  the  bank.  At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  to  sell  all  the 
furniture  except  the  altar.  It  may  be  well  to  note  here  a 
short  history  of  this  piece  of  furniture.  It  was  not  sold,  but 
stored  in  the  attic  of  Bro.  Remington  Arnold,  Jr.,  and  behind 
it  the  present  treasurer,  in  his  boyhood  days,  with  other  com- 
panions, used  to  play  at  hide  and  seek.  This  altar,  with  the 
Holy  Bible  presented  to  the  Lodge  by  the  father  of  our  present 
(Irand  Master,  Elisha  H.  Rhodes,  the  ancient  Jewels,  presented 
by  Wor.  Bro.  Tully  Dorrance,  and  the  ancient  chart  and  original 
charter  from  the  East  of  (irand  Lodge,  and  the  Tyler's  sword, 
lately  come  into  possession  of  the  Lodge,  are  all  that  remain  of 
its  ancient  belongings.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Lodge  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  refurnish  and  embellish  the  Lodge 
room.  Again  at  this  time  the  ancient  altar  became  jeopardized, 
it  being  ancient  and  out  of  style,  but  after  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  fact  that  at  its  base  every  member  of  this  Lodge  had 
sworn  his  fealty  to  Masonry,  it  was  given  over  to  the  artist  to 
embellish.    It  was  shorn  of  its  sombre  color  and  came  forth  a 
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pure  and  spotless  white  trimmed  with  gold,  and  when  the  mem- 
bers again  beheld  it  it  was  accorded  the  privilege  of  remaining 
with  us  until  destroyed  by  the  hand  of  time. 

At  the  meeting  above  referred  to,  William  Rhodes,  John  Carr, 
S.  W.  Whitman  ami  Pardon  Sheldon,  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee, to  pay  out  of  the  interest  of  the  funds,  to  any  member  they 
may  think  proper,  not  to  exceed  $5.00  at  any  one  time.  The 
next  meeting  was  held  February  3,  1840,  at  which  time  the 
Pawtuxet  Masonic  Library  Association  was  organized,  with  a 
President,  Vice  President,  and  Board  of  Directors,  all  members 
of  Harmony  Lodge.  The  net  income  of  the  fund  of  the  Lodge 
was  to  be  devoted  to  the  use  of  this  organization  for  ten  years, 
and  the  families  of  deceased  member?;  had  the  free  use  of  the 
library. 

On  December  15,  1848,  at  a  meeting  held  in  Pawtuxet  LTnion 
Academy,  it  was  voted  to  reorganize  in  the  ancient  form.  Com- 
mittees were  appointed  to  prepare  the  necessary  apparatus  and 
room  for  the  meeting  in  due  form.  A  copy  of  this  meeting  was 
ordered  sent  to  the  (irand  Secretary,  and  the  meeting  adjourned 
to  meet  in  Armory  Hall,  in  January,  1849. 

There  seems  to  be  no  valid  reason  for  the  long  delay  in  re- 
newing operations,  except  the  meeting  of  February  3,  1840, 
whereby  the  Lodge  tied  its  fund  for  ten  years,  and  in  this,  as  in 
all  her  obligations,  she  felt  bound  to  execute  them.  At  the 
meeting  of  January  26,  1853,  it  was  voted  to  purchase  the  pres- 
ent quarters  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  This  building 
was  built  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  during  the  Dorr  War, 
and  was  occupied  by  the  Pawtuxet  Artillery  as  an  arsenal,  from 
the  time  of  its  building  until  purchased  by  the  Lodge.  In  this 
building  for  the  past  forty  years  the  Lodge  has  held  its  meetings. 
The  Masters  from  this  time  have  been,  John  Carr,  Henry  Butler, 
William  Butler,  Sidney  B.  Smith,  Daniel  A.  Smith,  William  C. 
Rhodes,  Isborn  Sherman,  George  F.  Sheldon,  Israel  Sheldon, 
John  Flavel  Carr,  Klisha  S.  Arnold,  Andrew  J.  Bates,  Kleazer 
Ralph,  Henry  L.  Johnson,  Forrest  A.  Peck,  William  B.  Hart, 
Samuel  T.  Remington,  James  Sutcliffe,  Edwin  Montgomery, 
Charles  E.  Johnson,  Klisha  H.  Rhodes,  Walter  O.  Talcott, 
Joseph  A.  Latham,  William  B.  Rhodes,  George  R.  Babbitt, 
Frank  D.  Livermore,  Hiram  K.  Smith,  Frank  K.  Whipple  and 
Walter  L.  Mahoney.    Of  this  >core  or  more  of  Past  Masters, 
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honorable  mention  is  due  them  all,  for  their  service  rendered  to 
the  Lodge,  but  the  writer  may  be  pardoned  for  selecting  a  few 
of  the  more  active  of  them:  Wor.  Henry  Butler,  who  served  in 
the  early  fifties,  was  of  great  benefit  to  the  Lodge;  Wor.  Bro. 
Elisha  S.  Arnold  has  been  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  its 
treasurer;  and  now  the  highest  Masonic  office  in  Rhode  Island 
is  filled  by  M.  W.  Elisha  H.  Rhodes,  who  is  the  first  member 
of  this  ancient  Lodge  to  attain  that  honorable  position. 

The  jurisdiction  of  this  ancient  Lodge  at  one  time  must  have 
covered  the  entire  southwest  portion  of  the  State.  On  April 
29,  1806,  Harmony  Lodge  recommended  a  petition  to  (Irand 
Lodge  for  King  Solomon  Lodge,  No.  xr,  and  surrendered  a  por- 
tion of  its  jurisdiction  to  it.  On  November  1,  1808,  a  like  action 
was  performed  in  relation  to  Manchester  Lodge,  No.  12.  Again, 
in  later  years,  it  surrendered  a  portion  to  Warwick  Lodge,  No. 
16,  and  on  April  21,  1891,  the  Lodge  unanimously  recommended 
a  petition  signed  by  ten  members  of  Harmony  Lodge,  and  others 
residing  in  and  about  Auburn,  R.  I.,  to  (irand  Lodge,  to  form 
and  open  a  Lodge  at  Auburn,  R.  I.  With  this  Lodge  Harmony 
Lodge  shared  its  jurisdiction,  and  at  its  consecration  presented 
the  new  Lodge  with  a  set  of  great  lights.  The  Roll  of  Honor- 
ary Membership  has  borne  the  names  of  Most  Wor.  Past  (irand 
Masters,  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Lyman  Klapp, 
R.  W.  William  B.  Blanding;  and  at  present  there  are  Most 
Wor.  Past  (irand  Masters  Newton  I).  Arnold,  Stillman  White, 
R.  W.  (ieorge  M.  Carpenter,  and  Wor.  Linus  A.  Webster,  the 
latter  Wor.  Bro.  having  been  selected  to  become  the  first  Master 
of  Doric  Lodge,  No.  38,  at  Auburn,  R.  I.  There  are  several  in- 
stances of  grandfather,  father  and  son  all  having  taken  the  de- 
grees in  this  Lodge,  one  of  which  surely  needs  mention.  Rem- 
ington Arnold,  Jr.,  for  twenty-six  years  its  Master,  Elisha  S., 
his  son,  for  twenty-five  years  its  treasurer,  and  (ieo.  B.,  the  son 
of  Elisha,  admitted  the  past  winter. 

Harmony  Lodge  has  a  complete  Record  of  all  its  meetings 
from  1805  until  the  present  time,  with  a  duplicate  of  the  first 
twenty-five  years  of  its  history.  Charity  and  hospitality  mark 
the  pages  of  this  history  from  beginning  to  end,  and  the  Lodge 
fame  for  entertaining  and  good  fellowship,  is  proverbial  through- 
out the  jurisdiction  of  Rhode  Island.  The  Lodge  has  been  for- 
tunate in  its  membership.    It  has  been  composed  of  the  best  in 
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the  village,  and  the  strength  of  the  Lodge  has  been  in  the  loy- 
alty of  its  members;  located  as  it  is,  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
suburbs  of  Providence,  and  with  the  ancient  village  taking  on 
new  life,  the  future  of  the  old  Lodge  seems  to  be  assured. 
Already  the  increased  membership  is  beginning  to  demand  more 
commodious  quarters,  and  at  no  distant  day  the  old  Lodge  build- 
ing will  have  become  outgrown,  and  a  larger  and  better  ap- 
pointed building  will  be  required  for  its  use,  which  we  trust  will 
be  an  honor  to  the  Fraternity,  a  joy  to  the  Lodge,  and  a  pride 
to  the  ancient  village,  as  has  been  the  Lodge  for  now  nearly  90 
years  gone  by. 

The  number  of  members  reported  to  Grand  Lodge  in  1891 
was  98.  The  following  named  brethren  were  officers  in  that 
year: 


Frank  D.  Livermore   W.  M. 

Hiram  E.  Smith  S.  \V. 

Frank  E.  Wium.E  J.  W. 

W .-.  Ei.Isha  S.  Arnold  Treas. 

\V.  .  Forrest  A.  Peck  Sec  y. 

John  C.  Gardiner  Chap. 

Lints  A.  Werster  S.  D. 


Walter  L.  Mahoney  J.  D. 

Robert  E.  lii  di.ong  S.  S. 

Frank  \V.  Newkli  J.  S. 

\V.\  George  R.  Hahhitt.  ...Mar. 
\V.\  Josei'H  A.  Latham...  Sent. 

George  W.  Lewis  M.  D. 

\V.  .  Sank  el  T.  Remington  Tyler. 
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UNION  LODGE,  No.  10,  PAWTUCKET. 


W.\  Bro.  J.  W.  Freeman,  the  compiler 
of  the  history  of  this  Lodge,  which  ap- 
pears in  a  somewhat  condensed  form  on 
the  following  pages,  says:   "The  His- 
tory of  a  Masonic  Lodge  which  has  ex- 
isted for  eighty-three  years,  cannot  be 
put  into  words  ;  it  is  seen  in  the  lives  of 
|^  y>  its  members  and   their  achievements. 
^    The  most  and  the  best  that  can  be  done 
is  to  sketch  the  more  important  events 
of  its  life,  and  recall,  so  far  as  possible, 
some  notable  facts  connected  with  its  formation  and  growth." 

It  appears  by  the  Records  that,  on  the  evening  of  March  7, 
1808,  nine  Master  Masons  and  one  Entered  Apprentice,  resi- 
dents of  Pawtucket,  met  at  the  house  of  Ebenezer  Tyler,  one- 
of  their  number.  They  had  felt  the  need  of  a  local  Lodge, 
and  were  proposing  to  take  preliminary  steps  for  the  establish- 
ment of  such  an  organization  in  Pawtucket.  The  names  of 
these  brethren  were  :  Ebenezer  Tyler,  James  Mason,  Benjamin 
Hall,  David  Wilkinson,  Nathaniel  Lyon,  Samuel  Thayer,  Caleb 
Haskell,  Seth  Thomson,  James  Walton  and  Job  Wheaton. 
The  brethren  thus  assembled  decided  to  petition  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  for  a  Dispensation,  to  authorize  them 
to  organize  under  the  name  of  Union  Lodge. 

The  Dispensation  was  duly  granted  April  15,  1808,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  wishes  of  the  petitioners.  It  named  for  the  first 
officers,  Ebenezer  Tyler,  Wor.  Master;  James  Mason,  S.  W.; 
Benjamin  Hall,  J.  W.  The  first  meetings  of  the  Lo'dge  were 
held  at  the  residence  of  Ebenezer  Tyler.  Steps  were  taken  to 
obtain  the  use  of  the  school-house,  the  only  one  in  the  village 
of  Pawtucket  at  that  time,  for  the  use  of  the  Lodge.  This  was 
the  "  Red  School-house,"  which  stood  where  the  City  Hall  is 
now  located,  on  High  street.    At  a  meeting  held  May  2,  1808, 


478 


MASONIC  LODGES  IX  RHODE  ISLAND. 


the  list  of  officers  was  completed  as  follows  :  David  Nickerson, 
Treas.;  Natnaniel  Lyon,  Sec'y.;  Samuel  Thayer,  S.  D.;  Caleb 
Haskell,  J.  D.;  Seth  Thomson,  S.  S  ;  James  Walton,  J.  S.  and 
Tyler.  At  this  meeting  a.  favorable  report  was  made  in  regard 
to  the  desired  use  of  the  school-house.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  procure  Jewels  and  the  necessary  furniture  for  the 
Lodge.  On  Monday  evening,  May  9,  the  brethren  met  in  the 
new  Lodge-room.  At  this  meeting  Dr.  Niles  Manchester  and 
Capt.  Eli  Messinger,  were  proposed  for  the  First  Degree.  At  a 
meeting  one  week  later,  Bro.  Job  Wheaton  was  proposed  for  the 
Second  Degree.  As  he  had  taken  part  in  all  the  previous  meet- 
ings, it  is  probable  that  he  had  received  the  Entered  Apprentice 
Degree  in  some  other  Lodge,  and  had  been  permitted  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  formation  of  the  new  Lodge,  because  in  those  days 
all  business  was  transacted  when  the  Lodge  was  open  in  the 
First  Degree.  Bro.  Wheaton  was  Passed  as  a  Fellow  Craft  at 
the  next  meeting.  Thus  the  first  work  done  by  Union  Lodge 
was  on  the  Second  Degree.  On  the  19th  of  the  following 
month,  June,  Bro.  Wheaton  received  the  Third  Degree,  Dr. 
Manchester  the  Second  and  Third,  and  both  were  admitted 
members.  Bro.  Manchester  was  immediately  chosen  Secretary. 
Wor.  Bro.  Tyler  and  Bro.  Wilkinson  were  appointed  to  attend 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  next  meeting,  on  the  24th  of  June,  at 
Warren,  and  ask  for  a  continuance  of  the  Dispensation  for  one 
year  from  that  date.  The  Record  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  that 
date  shows  the  following  action  taken:  "Resolved:  That  the 
Dispensation  granted  for  holding  a  Lodge  at  North  Providence, 
by  the  name  of  Union  Lodge,  be  continued  for  one  year  from 
the  present  date;  and  the  officers  originally  appointed  be  con- 
tinued for  the  same  term." 

The  new  Lodge  enjoyed  an  era  of  great  prosperity;  its  meet- 
ings were  well  attended,  and  a  goodly  number  of  candidates 
applied  for  admission.    On  September  26,  1808,  it  was  voted  to 
v  build  a  hall;  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  its 

size,  location,  etc.  The  committee  reported  in  favor  of  build- 
ing a  hall  two  stories  in  height,  forty  feet  long,  and  twenty 
feet  wide:  the  second  story  to  be  arched,  and  furnished  for  a 
Masonic  Hall:  the  report  was  approved,  and  the  committee  was 
appointed  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land,  and  order  lumber,  and 
another  committee,  to  raise  the  necessary  funds.    The  brethren 
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of  those  days  seem  to  have  had  a  full  measure  of  enterprise 
and  determination,  and  they  did  not  waste  much  time  in  talk. 
The  lot  selected  is  described  as  located  44  a  little  below  Paw- 
tucket  landing,  on  the  east  side  of  Neck  road,  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  Jabez  Jenks's  land."  The  lot  was  eighty  feet  on  the 
road,  sixty  feet  deep,  and  cost  $200.  It  was  near  the  Paw- 
tucket  river,  where  the  present  Division  street  bridge  crosses. 
Work  on  the  new  building  was  at  once  begun,  and  vigorously 
pushed  forward  to  the  completing  of  the  edifice.  Its  dedica- 
tion was  arranged  to  take  place  June  26,  1809,  at  which  time, 
also,  it  was  expected  that  the  newly  formed  Lodge  would  re- 
ceive its  Charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  accordance  with 
arrangements  made,  the  Grand  Lodge  met  at  Pawtucket  on  the 
date  named,  44  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the  Festival  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist,  to  consecrate  and  dedicate  the  new  hall, 
and  to  install  the  officers  of  Union  Lodge  at  that  place." 
Moses  Seixas  was  present  as  Grand  Master,  and  nearly  all  the 
Grand  Officers  were  in  attendance.  The  Grand  Lodge  met  at 
the  house  of  Bro.  Ebenezer  Tyler.  Union  Lodge,  with  many 
visiting  brethren,  assembled  in  its  new  hall  to  which  the  Grand 
Lodge  proceeded.  A  procession  was  then  formed  which  in- 
cluded a  number  of  the  Reverend  clergy,  and  marched  to  the 
Meeting  House.  Here  a  "well  adapted  discourse"  was  deliv- 
ered by  Rev.  Bro.  Watson,  Grand  Chaplain,  which  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  consecration  of  the  new  Lodge,  and  the  installa- 
tion of  its  officers.  Afterward  the  new  hall  was  dedicated  in 
ancient  form.  At  a  later  hour  of  the  day,  a  banquet  provided 
for  the  occasion  was  partaken  of.  The  Grand  Lodge  at  its 
meeting  on  this  date,  took  the  following  action: 

"Resolved,  That  as  a  testimony  of  the  approbation  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in 
the  praiseworthy  conduct  of  our  brethren  at  Pawtucket.  in  erecting  and  complet- 
ing, at  a  great  expense,  their  new  and  elegant  Lodge,  the  Grand  Secretary  be 
hereby  authorized  to  remit  to  our  Pawtucket  brethren,  the  sum  of  $40.00,  that 
being  the  amount  of  the  fees  received  from  them  for  initiations,  the  past  year." 

At  the  next  meeting  of  Union  Lodge,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  who  furnished  the  music,  and  the  ladies 
who  decorated  the  hall  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  was  adopted.  In 
the  Record  for  this  meeting  also  is  found  the  first  mention  of 
"clubs"  in  these  words:   44  Collected  ten  clubs  at  ninepence." 
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This  refers  to  the  custom  of  limiting  refreshments,  when  fur- 
nished, to  those  who  had  clubbed  together  to  pay  for  them. 
Certainly  the  refreshments,  provided  at  a  cost  of  i2j£  cents  per 
man,  could  not  have  been  extravagant. 

In  building  the  hall  a  considerable  debt  had  been  incurred, 
which  was  provided  for  by  giving  to  the  creditors  a  deed  of  the 
south-easterly  part  of  the  lot,  34  x  60  ft.,  and  a  perpetual  lease 
of  the  lower  story  of  the  building,  upon  the  condition  that  the 
same  should  be  used  only  for  a  schoolroom,  unless  by  consent 
of  the  Lodge  ;  and  that  the  Lodge  should  have  full  control  of 
the  room  whenever  it  met. 

The  first  record  of  the  death  of  any  of  the  members,  is  under 
date  of  October  23,  1812,  when  Bro.  Samuel  B.  Heath  was  buried 
with  Masonic  honors.  On  this  occasion,  as  at  all  Masonic 
funerals  for  a  number  of  years,  a  band  of  music  was  provided. 

On  June  24,  1816,  LTnion  Lodge  acted  as  escort  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  at  the  placing  of  the  corner-stone  of 
St.  Paul's  Church,  in  Pawtucket.  The  stone  was  laid  by  Grand 
Master  William  Wilkinson.  After  the  laying  of  the  stone,  the 
procession  repaired  to  the  church,  where  an  excellent  discourse 
was  delivered  by  Rev.  Barnabas  Bates,  Grand  Chaplain.  Rev. 
David  Benedict  assisted  in  the  service.  The  procession  again 
formed  and  marched  to  "Walker's  Hall,"  where  an  excellent  en- 
tertainment was  provided.  On  September  22,  1817,  the  Lodge 
granted  permission  to  Pawtucket  Mark  Master's  Lodge,  to  hold 
its  meetings  in  Union  Hal],  at  a  yearly  rental  of  §100,  which 
was  subsequently  reduced  to  $50.  For  many  years  after  the 
formation  of  the  Lodge  the  names  of  candidates  were  proposed 
and  seconded  in  open  Lodge  ;  two  and  sometimes  three  Degrees 
were  worked  at  each  Communication.  The  meeting  on  January 
17,  182 1,  is  memorable  from  the  fact  that  on  that  date  petitions 
were  received  from  three  candidates,  one  of  them  being  James 
Hutchison,  afterwards  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion. This  venerable  brother  will  be  remembered  by  many  of 
the  present  members  of  Union  Lodge,  as  well  as  by  brethren  in 
other  parts  of  the  jurisdiction.  In  1823,  the  estate  owned  by 
the  Lodge  was  sold,  and  a  new  hall  in  the  Union  Block,  where 
the  post-office  building  now  stands,  was  leased  by  the  Lodge. 
This  hall  having  been  properly  furnished,  was  dedicated  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  June  24,  1823.    On  that  occasion  a  procession  of 
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the  brethren  marched  to  St.  Paul's  Church  where  prayers  were 
read  by  the  Rector,  Rev.  Bro.  George  Taft,  and  an  oration,  re- 
plete with  Masonic  information  and  moral  truth,  was  delivered 
by  Bro.  N.  Boss,  of  Newport.  A  dinner  at  Major  Nelson's  hotel, 
followed.  On  June  18,  1826,  the  Master  proposed  to  the  Lodge 
that  the  secretary  have  some  compensation  for  his  services. 
The  Lodge  declined  to  act  upon  the  matter,  and  the  secretary 
refused  to  serve  any  longer.  At  the  next  meeting  it  was  voted 
to  pay  him  §10  per  year,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  see 
him  and  persuade  him  to  resume  his  duties.  The  committee 
was  successful  in  its  mission. 

The  first  Master  of  the  Lodge,  Ebenezer  Tyler,  who  had  been 
active  and  influential  in  forming  and  maintaining  the  organiza- 
tion, died  October  15,  1827,  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  hon- 
ors. On  October  7,  1829,  a  design  for  a  Lodge  Seal  was  pre- 
sented and  adopted.  This  design  is  still  in  use.  The  design 
was  a  five-pointed  star,  with  two  right  hands  clasped  in  the  cen- 
tre, and  with  the  words  "  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  Fawtucket, 
R.  I.,"  around  the  edge. 

Up  to  this  time  Union  Lodge  had  pursued  the  even  tenor  of 
its  way,  strong  in  the  zeal  and  devotion  of  its  members,  and  re- 
spected by  the  community  in  which  it  had  flourished.  The 
Ami- Masonic  excitement,  already  violent  in  some  places,  had 
gained  foothold  in  the  State,  and  in  Fawtucket  were  heard  the 
low  mutterings  of  the  growing  storm.  The  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island  had  issued  a  circular  in  defence  of  its  principles, 
and  was  desirous  of  ascertaining  if  its  subordinates  would  aid 
it  in  the  struggle  that  seemed  close  at  hand.  On  the  evening  of 
July  20,  1831,  a  committee  of  Grand  Lodge  visited  Union  Lodge, 
and  set  forth  the  situation,  whereupon  it  was  unanimously  voted: 

"  First,  That  we  cordially  approve  of  the  address  of  the  (Jrand  Lodge  as 
published,  and  of  the  steps  recently  taken  by  them  in  the  defence  of  Masonry. 

Second,  That  we  pledge  to  the  (Irand  Lodge  and  to  each  other,  our  firm  and 
undivided  support  in  the  present  struggle,  so  far  as  our  policy  will  permit,  and 
our  obligations  justify." 

Such  was  the  spirit  in  which  Union  Lodge  met  the  storm- 
not  arrogantly,  nor  over-confidently — with  no  denunciation,  and 
no  complaint  ;  but  with  a  deliberate  firmness  and  manly  resist- 
ance to  bigotry  and  ignorance,  that  even  now,  sixty  years  after, 
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make  the  hearts  of  its  members  beat  high  with  Fraternal  pride. 
The  meetings  were  kept  up  during  the  time  of  the  most  intense 
opposition,  but  were  held  with  the  utmost  secrecy.  The  Civil 
Charter  of  the  Lodge  was  annulled  by  the  General  Assembly 
in  1834,  and  all  the  Lodge  property  was  held  by  Trustees  until 
1866,  when  a  new  charter  was  granted. 

Among  those  most  conspicuous  by  a  loyal  support  of  the  Fra- 
ternity in  the  time  of  such  opposition,  was  Rev.  Bro.  George 
Taft,  Rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Pawtucket,  of  whom  a  mem- 
orial sketch  appears  on  other  pages  of  this  volume.  This  good 
man  was  in  spirit  a  lineal  descendant  from  that  Grand  Master  of 
tradition  whose  integrity  and  virtue  have  stirred  the  heart  of 
every  true  Craftsman.  Bro.  Taft,  as  has  been  stated  elsewhere, 
when  the  Anti-Masonic  furor  was  at  its  height,  calmly  marched 
through  the  streets  of  Pawtucket,  in  Masonic  clothing,  to  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  a  brother,  doing  this  mid  the  jeers  and  hisses 
of  the  populace.  It  may  be  observed  that  a  great  change  of 
feeling  had  come  about  before  the  death  of  Bro.  Taft,  for  on 
the  occasion  of  his  funeral,  business  was  suspended  ;  the  bells 
of  all  the  churches  tolled  his  requiem  ;  the  Bishop  and  clergy 
of  the  diocese,  and  Lodge,  Commandery  and  Grand  Lodge,  fol- 
lowed his  form  to  its  last  resting  place,  and  gave  him  the  high- 
est honors  that  Freemasonry  could  bestow.  His  equal  in  cour- 
age and  devotion,  was  the  Rev.  David  Benedict,  Pastor  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  who  showed  his  opinion  of  the  institution 
by  joining  the  Lodge  in  the  very  midst  of  the  outcry  against 
it,  and  who  proved  his  allegiance  by  indignantly  rejecting  sug- 
gestions of  timid  friends,  that  he  should  give  up  the  Lodge  for 
the  sake  of  the  church.  He  stood  steadfastly  to  Freemasonry 
through  evil  as  well  as  good  report.  William  Field  and  James 
Hutchison,  both  of  them  afterwards  Grand  Masters  in  this  juris- 
diction, proved  equally  faithful  to  every  trust.  Union  Lodge 
holds  in  honor  the  names  of  these  and  other  brethren  who  kept 
true  to  the  right  in  the  days  that  tried  Masons'  souls. 

It  was  with  some  difficulty  that  the  meetings  of  the  Lodge 
were  maintained  during  the  time  to  which  reference  is  here 
made.  Matters  were  in  a  very  unsettled  condition.  There 
were  no  candidates  applying,  and  it  is  no  cause  for  surprise  that 
there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  weakness  and  discourage- 
ment.   The  faithful  member  of  the  Lodge  were  obliged  to  find 
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another  place  for  meeting.  The  annual  meeting,  held  June  21, 
1837,  took  place  in  the  North  room  of  the  second  story  of  the 
Dorrance  Building,  which,  with  the  garret,  had  been  hired  for 
one  year  by  the  Lodge,  at  a  rental  of  $25.00  per  year.  This 
building  stands  on  North  Main  street,  and  is  now  occupied  by 
E.  P.  Carpenter  &  Co.  It  was  then  but  two  stories  in  height. 
Here,  May  2,  1838,  a  candidate  was  initiated,  the  first  in  nearly 
five  years.  So  far  as  known,  Union  Lodge  was  the  last  Lodge 
in  the  State  to  give  up  work  and  the  first  to  resume.  The 
Lodge-room  was  unsatisfactory,  and  it  was  decided  to  move 
again;  and  on  Sunday,  October  20,  1839,  the  Lodge  met  in 
the  hall  of  the  Academy  Building,  which  had  been  hired  and 
suitably  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  Lodge  and  Chapter.  This 
meeting,  more  than  thirty  years  from  the  time  the  Lodge  first 
met  in  that  room,  was  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  last  tribute 
of  respect  to  a  deceased  brother. 

Among  the  memorable  occasions  in  which  Union  Lodge  has 
participated,  mention  may  be  made  of  the  observance  of  St. 
John's  Day,  June  20,  1840,  which  was  celebrated  in  an  interest- 
ing manner.  Many  visitors  were  present,  among  them  a  num- 
ber of  brethren  from  Boston,  as  well  as  from  all  parts  of  Rhode 
Island,  notwithstanding  the  spreading  abroad  of  some  unpleas- 
ant reports  regarding  the  observances  of  that  day.  The  occa- 
sion was  one  of  much  satisfaction.  On  the  28th  of  January, 
1 84 1,  the  Lodge  voted,  in  conjunction  with  Pawtucket  Chapter, 
to  provide  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  members  and  their  fami- 
lies, and  appropriated  the  sum  of  $400.00  for  its  establishment. 
The  books  and  book-cases  were  procured  during  the  year,  suita- 
ble regulations  adopted,  and  a  librarian  appointed.  This  library 
is  thought  to  have  been  the  first  in  Pawtucket  aside  from  those 
of  private  persons.  What  became  of  the  books  is  not  certainly 
known,  but  it  is  said  they  were  given,  some  years  later,  to  form 
the  nucleus  of  a  public  library.  The  book-cases  still  stand  in 
the  ante-room  of  the  present  Lodge-room. 

The  Records  of  the  Lodge  under  date  of  May  17,  1844,  show 
the  passage  of  the  following  resolutions: 

"  Inasmuch  as  Masonry  is  at  this  time  fast  arising  from  the  oppression  under 
which  she  has  for  years  been  laboring,  and  is  now  shining  in  her  wonted  splen- 
dor, and  whereas  the  world  can  judge  of  her  merits  only  from  the  outward 
dei>ortment  of  her  members,  therefore  Resolved:   That  the  first  three  officers  of 
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the  Lodge,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  a  standing  committee  to  examine  into 
the  Masonic  abilities  and  moral  character  of  all  resident  strangers  in  this  village 
who  are  Masons,  previous  to  their  application  to  the  door  of  the  Lodge  ;  and 
no  such  person  shall  be  entitled  to  an  examination  at  the  door  of  the  Lodge 
unless  recommended  by  said  committee,  in  order  that  no  brother  may  be  identi- 
fied with  us  whose  moral  character  would  bring  a  stigma  on  the  Institution." 

On  December  22,  1842,  the  Lodge  again  changed  its  quarters, 
and  returned  to  the  hall  in  Union  Block,  which  it  leased,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Chapter,  for  three  years,  at  $60  per  year. 

Efforts  to  renew  the  lease  on  its  termination,  failed  ;  no  other 
satisfactory  hall  could  be  found  ;  so  on  May  14,  1845,  a  com- 
mittee was  chosen  from  the  Lodge  and  Chapter  to  purchase  a 
lot  of  land,  and  to  make  arrangements  for  the  erection  of  a 
building  suitable  for  Masonic  and  other  uses.  This  committee 
reported  in  October,  1845,  that  it  had  bought  a  lot,  and  had  se- 
cured sufficient  pledges  to  take  stock  to  warrant  building  at 
once.  The  Lodge  voted  to  build  ;  specifications  were  drawn 
up,  and  contracts  made  ;  and  on  December  4,  1845,  the  corner- 
stone of  the  present  Temple  was  laid  in  due  and  ancient  form, 
by  R.\  \V.\  Alvin  Jenks,  Acting  Grand  Master.  Rev.  Bro. 
George  Taft  delivered  the  oration  on  this  occasion.  On  the 
face  of  the  plate  deposited  beneath  the  stone,  was  the  inscrip- 
tion :  "  Masonic  Temple.  Erected  by  Union  Lodge,  No.  10, 
and  I'awtucket  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  4,  A.  D.  1845  ;  A.  L. 
5845.  Hiram  Wilmarth,  Master:  Nathaniel  A.  Cotton,  High 
Priest."  On  the  reverse  side  of  the  plate  were  the  words  : 
"  This  Corner  Stone  was  laid  in  ample  form  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island,  December  4,  A.  L.  5845,"  with  the  names  of 
the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  officers  of  Union  Lodge 
were  publicly  installed  on  the  evening  of  t-hat  date,  after  which 
the  brethren,  with  ladies  and  invited  guests,  partook  of  a  ban- 
quet at  the  Pawtucket  Hotel. 

The  new  Temple  was  dedicatetl  September  28,  1846.  It  was 
a  joyful  day  for  the  members  of  the  Lodge  and  Chapter,  who 
had  been  so  long  without  a  permanent  abiding  place.  The 
building  had  been  thrown  open  for  the  inspection  of  the  public 
on  the  Saturday  previous  to  this  dedication.  Large  numbers  of 
Masons  were  present  from  Providence,  Newport,  Bristol,  War- 
ren, and  other  places  in  the  State,  and  from  Boston,  Mass. 
There  were  over  200  Masons  in  the  procession,  headed  by  the 
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Providence  Brass  Band.  The  brethren  marched  through  the 
principal  streets  to  St.  Paul's  Church,  where  a  discourse  in  de- 
fence and  explanation  of  the  principles  of  Freemasonry,  was 
delivered  by  Rev.  Bro.  George  M.  Randall,  of  Boston,  after- 
wards Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Massachusetts.  Thus,  after 
many  changes,  Union  Lodge  found  a  home  which  it  has  since 
occupied. 

There  is  no  need  to  enter  into  details  regarding  the  history 
of  the  Lodge  during  the  forty-five  years  which  have  since  passed. 
Through  them  all  the  Lodge  has  gone  steadily  forward.  Three 
new  Lodges  have  gone  out  from  it,  and  begun  separate  exist- 
ences. Jenks,  No.  24,  Barney  Merry,  No.  29,  and  Unity,  No. 
34,  worthy  children  of  such  a  mother,  are  flourishing  bodies, 
which,  by  their  growth  and  practice  of  Masonic  principles,  re- 
flect honor  upon  the  old  Lodge  from  which  their  life  was  derived. 

The  Masonic  Temple  now  in  use,  and  which  for  many  years 
so  well  answered  the  purpose,  has  long  since  been  outgrown. 
At  various  times  in  recent  years,  plans  for  a  new  Temple  have 
been  discussed,  but  so  far  without  action. 

The  extraordinary  rise  in  land  values  on  the  principal  streets, 
in  the  last  ten  years,  has  thus  far  prevented  the  taking  of  deci- 
sive steps  to  acquire  land  and  erect  a  suitable  building,  as  the 
brethren  have  deemed  it  better  to  maintain  their  present  build- 
ing free  from  debt  than  to  assume  a  heavy  burden  for  more 
modern  apartments.  Of  late,  however,  new  interest  in  the  plan 
seems  to  have  been  awakened,  and  it  is  hoped,  with  some  assur- 
ance of  success,  that  the  Fraternity  in  Pawtucket  may  before 
long  have  more  commodious  and  convenient  quarters. 

Since  its  institution,  Union  Lodge  has  borne  on  its  rolls  the 
names  of  725  Masons.  Its  membership,  as  returned  by  the 
Grand  Secretary,  in  Centennial  year.  1891,  was  251.  It  has  fur- 
nished six  Grand  Masters  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island,  namely  : 
Barney  Merry  ;  Alvin  Jenks  ;  William  Field  ;  James  Hutchison; 
Lloyd  Morton:  and  Edward  L.  Freeman  ;  whose  united  terms 
of  service  amount  to  eighteen  years,  over  one-sixth  of  the  time 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  jurisdiction  has  existed.  Union  Lodge 
at  all  periods  of  its  history,  has  had  members  prominent  and  in- 
fluential in  the  civil  and  business  life  of  Pawtucket  and  vicinity. 
The  past  of  the  Lodge  may  be  regarded  with  great  satisfaction 
by  its  members  and  friends.    It  can  but  be  hoped  that  the  future 
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will  be  as  profitable  to  the  community  in  which  the  Lodge 
exists,  and  as  glorious  to  itself  ;  and  it  will  be  if  the  tenets  of 
Freemasonry,  studied  in  the  light  of  the  lives  that  have  gone  be- 
fore, are  practiced  by  its  members. 

It  may  be  mentioned  as  a  fitting  close  to  this  historical  sketch, 
that  much  help  in  its  preparation  has  been  derived  from  an  his- 
torical paper  prepared  by  Past  Grand  Master  Edward  L.  Free- 
man, and  read  by  him  at  the  75th  Anniversary  of  the  Lodge, 
April  18,  1883.  The  work  of  the  committee,  Bros.  Charles  R. 
Bucklin,  Joseph  W.  Freeman  and  David  J.  White,  would  have 
been  more  arduous  and  less  satisfactory,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
service  rendered  by  Past  Grand  Master  Freeman  on  that  occa- 
sion, as  much  of  the  information  relating  to  the  early  days,  was 
gathered  by  him  in  conversations  with  aged  Brethren  who  have 
since  passed  away. 

The  officers  of  Union  Lodge  in  Centennial  year,  1891,  were 
as  follows  : 


\V.  Howard  Walker  \V.  M. 

Silas  B.  Havkns  S.  W. 

George  D.  Carpenter  J.  \V. 

James  Nisbet  Treas. 

Charles  R.  Bicklin  Sec'y. 

R.\  \Y.\  K.  P.  Low  den  Chap. 

Joseih  W.  Freeman  S.  I). 


John  \V.  Little  J.  D. 

John  F.  Clark  S.  S. 

J.  Milton  Payne  J.  S. 

Charles  Rittman  Mar. 

Caleb  A.  Orr   Sent. 

Ai.kkkt  C.  White  M.  D. 

Edward  Card  Tyler. 
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The  Lodge  at  that  time  had  a  membership  of  eighteen  persons, 
included  in  which  were  Thomas  Tillinghast,  Jr.,  James  Miller, 
Benjamin  Bateman,  Wanton  Casey,  and  others.  The  brethren 
whose  names  here  appear,  were  appointed  by  the  Lodge,  June 
12,  1810,  to  represent  the  Lodge  in  the  Most  Wor.  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  State,  and  to  apply  for  a  Charter,  and  to  ask  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  ratify  the  choice  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year.  The  first  three  officers  for  that  year  were:  Thomas  Til- 
linghast, Jr.,  Master;  James  Miller,  S.  \\\;  and  Benjamin  Bate- 
man, J.  W. 

The  Charter  was  duly  granted  as  desired,  and  a  Special  Com- 
munication of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in  East  Greenwich, 
at  the  Academy,  October  4,  1810,  for  the  constituting  of  the 
same.  There  were  present  on  that  occasion,  representing  the 
Grand  Lodge:  Ephraim  Howen,  Jr.,  Grand  Master;  John  Gar- 
ble, Deputy  Grand  Master,  pro  tem.\  Amos  M.  Atwell,  Senior 
Grand  Warden,  pro  tem.\  Christopher  Rhodes,  Junior  Grand 
Warden;  John  Holroyd,  Grand  Secretary;  William  Wilkinson, 
Grand  Treasurer;  Rev.  Alexander  V.  Griswold,  Grand  Chap- 
lain, with  others  of  the  Grand  Officers.  There  were  also  in  at- 
tendance at  that  time,  representatives  from  six  of  the  Lodges 


The  Records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  show 
the  following  action  taken  by  that  body, 
June  24,  1806:  A  petition  for  a  Dis- 
pensation for  a  Masonic  Lodge  at  East 
Greenwich,  signed  by  Peter  Turner,  and 
others,  was  brought  forward,  no  opposi- 
tion being  made  to  it,  and  a  vote  was 
passed  that  a  Dispensation  be  granted 
as  desired,  for  the  term  of  one  year. 
This  Dispensation  was  renewed  annu- 
ally until  1810,  when  a  Charter  was 
granted  to  the  petitioners. 
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in  Rhode  Island,  also  visitors  from  Connecticut  and  elsewhere. 
The  Lodge  was  duly  constituted,  and  its  officers  installed  in 
ample  form.  The  Record  of  the  Grand  Lodge  describing  the 
occasion,  is  in  these  words,  in  part:  "  The  Grand  Lodge  formed 
and  proceeded  to  the  hall  of  the  new  Lodge,  and  after  perform- 
ing the  duties  required  by  the  Masonic  Constitution,  a  grand 
procession  was  formed,  and  accompanied  by  music,  moved  to 
the  Meeting  House,  where  an  excellent  discourse,  replete  with 
Masonic  and  inspiring  sentiments,  couched  in  elegant  and 
classic  language,  was  delivered  by  the  Wor.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain."  After  the  formal  exercises,  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers partook  of  an  excellent  entertainment  in  Arnold's  Hall. 
The  Record  concludes  with  the  statement  that  the  day  was 
spent  in  a  most  agreeable  manner. 

The  Lodge,  designated  King  Solomon's  Lodge,  No.  11,  grew 
in  numbers,  and  in  1827,  53  members  had  been  added. 

From  1827  no  meetings  of  the  Lodge  were  held  for  a  long 
term  of  years;  the  adverse  influences  prevailing  throughout  the 
country,  operated  to  the  closing  of  the  Lodge.  It  was  not  until 
1849  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  agreeable  to  the 
desires  of  brethren  interested,  appointed  a  committee  to  revive 
delinquent  Lodges,  or  obtain  their  charters  and  jewels,  which 
had  been  forfeited  by  their  delinquencies.  King  Solomon's 
Lodge,  with  four  other  bodies,  peaceably  surrendered  its  Charter. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  held  in  Providence,  Dec. 
27,  1852,  a  petition  was  presented,  signed  by  J.  J.  Tillinghast, 
Lucius  M.  Wheeler,  D.  Pinnegar,  J.  Spencer.  John  M.  Spencer, 
Richard  Spencer,  Nathan  M.  Spencer,  Howland  Green,  and 
T.  M.  Howland,  seven  of  the  nine  applicants  being  Past  Mas- 
ters, and  all  former  members  of  the  late  King  Solomon's  Lodge 
in  East  Greenwich,  praying  that  their  Charter  might  be  returned 
to  them,  and  the  Lodge  restored  to  all  her  former  rights  and 
privileges.  In  accordance  with  this  petition  the  jewels  and 
other  property  of  the  Lodge,  then  in  the  archives  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  were  returned  to  the  petitioners,  and  Pro.  Joseph  J.  Til- 
linghast was  designated  to  be  the  first  Master  of  the  revived 
Lodge;  Pro.  I>  Pinnegar  the  first  S.  W.;  and  Pro.  L  M.  Wheeler 
the  first  J.  W.,  to  hold  their  several  offices  as  aforesaid,  until  the 
meeting  of  the  Lodge  for  the  chmce  of  officers.  The  Lodge 
added    somewhat  to  its  membership  from  this  <ime  forward 
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every  year.  It  pursued  a  very  liberal  course  toward  applicants 
for  the  Degrees  in  a  financial  way.  Although  the  fee  for  the 
three  Degrees  was  but  $24.00,  yet  the  Lodge  accepted  the  per- 
sonal notes  of  nearly  every  new  applicant  in  part  payment ; 
but  experience  soon  taught  the  brethren  that  money  must  be 
had  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Lodge;  and,  pending  the  pay- 
ment of  the  notes,  a  tax  upon  each  member  or  83.75  per  annum, 
was  levied  for  a  period  of  three  years.  This  was  very  unpopu- 
lar, and  in  1859  a  vote  was  passed,  remitting  all  unpaid  taxes, 
and  repealing  the  vote  ordering  the  same.  The  Lodge  was 
lacking  in  the  desired  prosperity,  financially,  until  1863,  when  a 
suitable  hall  was  leased  and  furnished  very  neatly,  providing  at 
that  time  accommodations  which  were  thought  to  meet  every 
requisite  for  the  working  of  the  Degrees  by  the  Lodge.  In 
1866,  the  Lodge  passed  through  a  somewhat  trying  experience, 
by  reason  of  being  obliged  to  indefinitely  suspend  two  members, 
before  any  additions  could  be  made  to  its  membership.  When 
this  brief  adverse  period  had  been  passed,  better  conditions 
appeared,  and  these  have  prevailed  from  that  time  to  the  pres- 
ent. The  members  have  stood  together  in  peace  and  harmony, 
and  supported  measures  which  were  deemed  wise  and  prudent, 
and  for  the  general  advancement  of  the  interests  of  Freema- 
sonry. 

From  the  organization  of  King  Solomon's  Lodge  to  the  date 
when  this  record  closes,  there  have  been  210  names  included  in 
the  roll  of  membership.  The  membership  of  the  Lodge  re- 
ported in  1S91  was  93.  The  officers  of  that  year  were  the  fol- 
lowing: 


Isaac  II.  Wadi.eioh  W.  M. 

William  U.  Karri n<; ion  S.  \Y. 

Levi  N.  Fins  J.  W. 

\V.\  John  C.  Nichols  Treas. 

Emerson  A.  Colli*  Sec'y. 

Sami  f.l  K.  Ckompton  Chap. 

Frank  C.  Ci  npai  l  s.  1). 


Oscar  E.  Aylesworth  |.  D. 

Gf.orok  h.  H arson  S.  S. 

Aiuj  ut  L.  Brown  J.  S. 

\\V.  Thomas  YY.  Bit  knell.  .  Mar. 

Daniel  Bcrdick.    Sent. 

Sam i' el  F.  Cromi-ton  M.  D. 

Ai  c.i  sn  s  Hali  Tyler. 
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MANCHESTER  LODGE,  NO.  12,  ANTHONY- 


EN  AVANT 


The  first  action  relating  to  the  establish- 
ment of  this  Lodge,  as  shown  by  the 
Records  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  was  taken 
November  28,  1808.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  held  on  that  date,  a 
petition  was  received  from  a  number  of 
Master  Masons,  residing  in  the  town  of 
Coventry,  asking  for  a  Dispensation  to 
authorize  them  to  form  and  open  a 
Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in 
said  town.  It  is  stated  in  the  Records 
of  Grand  Lodge  that  such  petition  was 
accompanied  by  two  certificates,  signed 
by  the  respective  secretaries  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Providence, 
and  Harmony  Lodge,  Pawtuxet,  signifying  that  these  bodies 
had  approved  the  petition.  The  Grand  Master  was  authorized 
to  give  a  letter  of  Dispensation,  in  accordance  with  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners.  At  the  session  of  Grand  Lodge,  held  June 
26,  1809,  the  Dispensation  which  had  been  granted  for  holding 
a  Lodge  at  Coventry  by  the  name  of  Manchester  Lodge,  was 
extended  for  one  year,  and  Richard  Anthony,  Joseph  Rice,  and 
William  Anthony  were  continued  as  the  first  three  officers  for 
the  same  time.  Sylvester  Knight  was  Secretary  at  that  time, 
Elisha  Whitman,  Treasurer,  and  Reuben  Whitman,  Tyler.  At 
the  annual  session  of  Grand  Lodge,  held  June  25,  18 10,  the 
Dispensation  of  Manchester  Lodge,  No.  12,  Coventry,  was  con- 
tinued for  another  year.  A  Charter  was  authorized,  however, 
and  being  duly  issued,  the  Lodge  was  constituted  October  3, 
1810.  The  Charter  bears  date  of  October  4,  1810,  the  follow- 
ing named  brethren  being  members:  Richard  Anthony,  Joseph 
Rice,  William  Anthony,  Benjamin  Clarke,  John  McGregor, 
Stephen  G.  Williams,  John  White,  and  William  Hall. 
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The  services  of  constituting  the  new  Lodge  were  conducted 
by  Ephraini  Bowen,  Jr.,  acting  as  Grand  Master.  The  Rev. 
Bro.  Curtis  delivered  an  address  in  the  Meeting  House  of  the 
place.  The  officers  of  the  Lodge  at  that  date  were  the  follow- 
ing: Richard  Anthony,  Master;  Joseph  Rice,  Senior  Warden; 
William  Anthony,  Junior  Warden;  Elisha  Whitman,  Treasurer; 
Sylvester  Knight,  Secretary;  John  Greene,  Senior  Deacon;  Re- 
solved Slack,  Junior  Deacon;  Preserved  Fish,  Tyler. 

Manchester  Lodge  has  never  imposed  any  dues  upon  its  mem- 
bers, and  still  the  finances  of  the  Lodge  have  been  kept  in  a 
very  satisfactory  condition.  In  the  years  1828  to  1851  no  work 
was  done,  but  the  regular  communications  were  held,  and  the 
Lodge  maintained  its  identity.  The  roll  of  Masters  of  the 
Lodge  is  as  follows:  Richard  Anthony,  1808-10;  Sylvester 
Knight,  181 1;  Richard  Anthony,  1812;  John  Greene,  1813-14; 
William  Anthony,  1815 ;  John  Baldwin,  1816;  Sylvester  Knight, 
1817-23;  Hollis  K.  Jenks,  1824-27;  Oliver  Johnson,  1828-30; 
Charles  E.  Dunham,  1831-32;  Whipple  A.  Arnold,  1833-34; 
John  Allen,  1835-44;  Caleb  Kilton,  1845-47;  William  B.  Mer- 
rill, 1848-52;  Whipple  A.  Arnold,  1853-58;  Thos.  Siddell,  1859; 
Moses  Fifield,  1860-63;  Dwight  R.  Adams,  1864-65;  Albert  C. 
Dedrick,  1866-67;  Andrew  Potter,  1868-70;  Albert  D.  Reming- 
ton, 187 1 ;  Harvey  S.  Bartlett,  1872-74;  George  L.  Card,  1875; 
Dexter  B.  Potter,  1876-77;  Elihu  R.  Shippee,  1878;  Henry  D. 
Heydon,  1879-80;  Elihu  R.  Shippee,  1881;  John  M.  Knight, 
1882-83;  Eugene  F.  Warner,  1884-85;  George  H.  Bradley,  1886; 
Byron  A.  Northup,  1887-8S;  John  Winsor,  1889-90. 

During  the  82  years  of  the  existence  of  the  Lodge,  but  28 
have  occupied  the  Master's  chair.  The  roll  of  membership 
aggregates  32°  names.  The  active  membership,  as  reported  in 
1891,  was  113.  Manchester  Lodge  is  the  mother  of  Hamilton 
Lodge,  Xo.  15;  Warwick  Lodge,  No.  16;  and  of  Ionic  Lodge, 
No.  28.  The  officers  of  Manchester  Lodge  in  the  year  1S91, 
were  the  following: 


John  Winsor  \Y.  M 

Artih  r  J.  Matikson  S.  \V. 

Frank  \Y.  Con<;pun  I.  YV. 

W.\  Henry  D.  Heypon  Treas. 

R.\  W.\  D.  R.  Apams  Scc*y. 

Ai.iEi.  S.  VYiNsi.ow   Chap. 

William  I).  Sn  Hits   S.  I). 


Moses  Fieielp.  Jr  J.  D. 

hwn.HT  R.  Apams.  Jr  S.  S. 

Everett  A.  K<n  np  J.  S. 

YY.\  Byron  A.  Northee.  . . .  Mar. 

John  A.  M  \<  rae  Sent. 

YY.\  Kk.kne  F.  Warner  M.  D. 

(iEokciK  I..  Clait  Tyler. 
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MORNING  STAR  LODGE.  No.  13,  WOONSOCKET. 


The  original  location  of  Morning  Star 
Lodge  was  at  Cumberland  Hill.  The 
Records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island  show  that  at  a  meeting  of  that 
body,  held  in  Providence,  January  22, 
1 810,  a  petition  was  presented  from  a 
number  of  Master  Masons  in  Cumber- 
land, asking  for  a  letter  of  Dispensation, 
to  authorize  them  to  form  and  open  a 
Masonic  Lodge  in  said  town.  The  peti- 
tion was  accompanied  by  two  certificates, 
^ALJGMJ^  signed  by  the  respective  secretaries  of 
Mt.  Moriah  Lodge  in  Smithfield,  and  Union  Lodge  in  Paw- 
tucket,  signifying  that  the  said  Lodges  had  voted  to  approve 
the  petition.  The  Grand  Lodge  voted  that  the  Grand  Master 
be  authorized  and  requested  to  grant  a  letter  of  Dispensation, 
in  accordance  with  the  petition  thus  received  and  certified. 

The  Dispensation  was  duly  issued  on  January  23,  18 10.  The 
first  communication  of  the  Lodge,  January  24,  1S10,  was  held  in 
the  old  Cumberland  Academy,  with  Bro.  David  Sayles  as  Wor. 
Master:  Hro.  Jabez  Ansbury,  S.  \Y\;  and  Bro.  Caleb  Haskell, 
J.  W.  Bro.  David  Sayles  continued  to  be  Wor.  Master  for  four 
years.  The  communications  were  held  in  the  Academy  until 
the  Lodge  erected  a  building  for  Lodge  purposes,  at  Cumber- 
land Hill,  occupied  for  the  first  time,  September  11,  1810.  In 
the  building  of  this  structure  the  brethren  of  the  Lodge  con- 
tributed lumber  and  other  materials;  also  labor  and  money. 
The  first  candidates  initiated  by  the  newly  authorized  Lodge, 
were:  Pardon  Sayles,  Chad  Mason,  George  Mason,  and  Amasa 
Whipple.  A  Charter  was  duly  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge;  this 
document  bears  date  September  25,  1811.  On  that  date  the 
Lodge  was  Consecrated,  Dedicated,  and  Constituted.  The 
services  were  held  under  the  direction  of  Most  Wor.  Bro.  Syl- 
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vester  Chile),  Grand  Master.  Public  services  were  held  in  the 
Baptist  Meeting  House  on  Cumberland  Hill,  and  an  oration  was 
delivered  by  Bro.  John  Holroyd.  An.  act  of  incorporation  was 
granted  by  the  General  Assembly,  at  its  February  session,  in 
1812. 

The  Lodge  maintained  a  prosperous  course  for  some  20  years, 
when,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  it  lapsed  into  a  dormant  state. 
Meetings  were  held  very  seldom  from  1833  to  1848.  On  De- 
cember 1  2,  of  the  last  named  year,  the  Lodge  was  reorganized, 
and  elected  officers,  Bro.  Ariel  Ballou,  Jr.,  being  Master.  By 
this  time  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement  had  largely  ceased  to 
manifest  itself;  some  obnoxious  laws  intended  to  apply  against 
Freemasonry  had  been  repealed;  there  was,  therefore,  a  good 
hope  of  reviving  the  Lodge  in  Cumberland.  During  the  year 
1844,  and  for  several  years  next  succeeding,  committees  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  visited  officers  and  members  of  Morning  Star 
Lodge,  at  different  times,  with  the  purpose  of  reviving  the  or- 
ganization, or  securing  the  property  and  the  papers  of  the 
Lodge  for  the  governing  body;  but  not  until  the  year  1848  did 
matters  brighten  and  assume  the  form  of  reconstruction.  At 
the  date  last  named,  principally  by  the  efforts  of  Bro.  Ariel  Bal- 
lou, afterwards  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island,  the 
Lodge  was  revived,  and  removed  to  Woonsocket.  The  forfeited 
charter  was  restored  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  December  27,  1848, 
and  the  officers  were  installed  January  13.  1849. 

Since  1848  the  Lodge  has  been  established  in  Woonsocket, 
occupying  halls  with  the  Odd  Fellows  until  1856,  when  the  halls 
in  Pond's  Block  were  leased  for  two  years.  In  1858  the  hall  in 
the  Patriot  Building  was  leased  for  ten  years.  In  1865  the  halls 
in  Cook's  Block  were  leased  and  furnished  for  ten  years,  and 
are  still  occupied  by  the  Lodge.  Its  career  during  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century  has  been  one  of  advance  and  enlargement; 
the  meetings  have  been  well  attended,  officers  have  been  elected 
with  great  unanimity,  and  their  labors  have  been  performed 
with  marked  dignity  and  harmony.  The  Lodge  has  not  only 
made  progress  in  numbers  and  financial  resources,  but  has  come 
to  have  increasing  influence  in  the  community  where  it  is  estab- 
lished. It  is  now  generally  regarded  as  a  strong  organization 
in  the  community,  favorable  to  morals,  benevolence,  and  good 
citizenship;  and  the  indications  at  the  time  of  this  writing  are 
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that  it  is  entering  upon  a  still  broader  course  of  prosperity  than 
was  ever  before  enjoyed. 

The  Lodge  has  responded  frequently  to  the  calls  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  appear  at  important  public  services.  It  has  at  these 
times  of  appearing  in  public,  and  on  other  occasions,  such  as 
the  burial  of  departed  members,  made  testimony  of  its  conform- 
ity to  instructions  received  and  of  its  good  understanding  of 
the  requirements  imposed  by  the  ritual  of  Freemasonry.  Its 
membership  from  the  early  period  to  the  present  time,  has 
included  men  of  intelligence,  character,  and  devotedness  to 
the  principles  and  interests  of  Freemasonry.  It  has  been 
extensively  useful  notwithstanding  the  periods  of  adversity 
through  which  it  has  passed,  and  the  opposition  sometimes 
encountered. 

The  material  portions  of  the  foregoing  sketch  were  kindly 
furnished  by  Wor.  Bro.  Ralph  W.  Cooke. 

Its  membership,  as  reported  in  1891,  was  238.  The  officers 
of  the  Lodge  for  that  year  were  the  following : 


Ralph  W.  Cooke  W.  M. 

Frkd  W.  Arnoi  d  S.  \Y. 

Walter  I.  Balloi  J.  W. 

Charles  E.  Ballou  Treas. 

Jons  North  Sec'y. 

Thomas  E.  Whuiord  Chap. 

Byron  I.  Cooke  S.  D. 


Frank  H.  Mills  J.  I). 

Fred  L.  Ciulsos  S.  S. 

Charles  F.  Richardson  T.  S. 

W.\  Alexander  Gilhert.  . .  Mar. 

James  F.  Evans  Sent. 

Stei-hkn  E.  BrzzKi.i  M.  D. 

John  1 1  atkkt  Tyler. 
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ST.  PAUL'S  LODGE,  No.  14,  NEWPORT. 


The  expediency  of  forming  a  new  Ma- 
sonic Lodge  in  Newport  was  somewhat 
discussed  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  181 5.  Such  a  movement  was  ad- 
vocated by  a  number  of  zealous  Crafts- 
men who  took  counsel  together  as  to 
the  proper  order  of  procedure.  The 
record  shows  that  preliminary  meet- 
ings were  held  on  January  1st  and  2d, 
1 8 1 6,  as  follows: 

"  Newport,  January  1st,  A.  L.  5816,  A.  D.l8l6. 
A  number  of  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge, 
No.  1,  having  expressed  a  desire  to  form  a  new 
Lodge  in  this  Town,  agreed  to  assemble  and  endeavor  to  obtain  a  Charter  or 
Dispensation  for  this  purpose.  Therefore,  on  the  evening  of  January  2d,  5816, 
they  assembled  at  the  house  of  Brother  Jeremiah  Bliss  for  the  purpose  of  devising 
the  best  possible  means  of  promoting  the  interests  of  Masonry." 

At  this  meeting  it  was  decided  to  ask  the  M.\  W.\  Grand 
Master  for  a  dispensation  to  form  a  new  Lodge  to  be  called  St. 
Paul's  Lodge,  No.  14,  Newport.  The  names  of  the  petitioners, 
many  of  whom  were  closely  identified  with  the  business  and 
social  interests  of  Newport,  were  as  follows:  John  A.  Shaw, 
Henry  Shaw,  William  Stevens,  Daniel  Waite,  Elisha  Chase, 
Isaac  C.  Peckham,  John  B.  Lyon,  James  Stevens,  Jeremiah  Bliss, 
Robert  Dennis,  Henry  Y.  Cranston,  John  W.  Stevens,  Theophi- 
lus  Topham,  Job  E.  Townsend,  Henry  Moore,  James  Town- 
send,  Levi  Tower,  Stephen  Cahoone,  Henry  Sherburne,  John 
G.  Whitchorn,  James  Barker,  John  T.  Tilley,  John  Brown, 
Caleb  Tripp,  Benjamin  Watson,  James  Mumford,  Joseph  T. 
Tripp,  Samuel  Allen,  William  Dennis,  Richard  Merrill,  Charles 
Devens,  B.  B.  Mumford,  Charles  Gordon,  William  C.  Gardner, 
not  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge. 

In  answer  to  the  petitioners,  the  following  dispensation  was 
granted: 
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"  To  all  whom  it  may  concern: 

Whereas,  I,  John  L.  Boss,  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  I-odgeof 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  reposing  full  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  well 
known  attachment  of  Brothers  John  A.  Shaw,  Henry  Shaw,  Jeremiah  Bliss, 
James  Stevens,  Henry  Moore,  William  Stevens,  John  T.  Tilley,  Daniel  Waite, 
and  Theophilus  Topham,  to  the  sublime  principles  of  the  Ancient  Craft,  and 
well  knowing  their  desire  of  forming  a  new  Ixxlge  in  this  Town,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  issue  this  my  dispensation  to  the  aforesaid  Brothers,  with  such  others 
as  may  be  associated  with  them,  authorizing  and  empowering  them  to  assemble 
themselves  together  as  a  legal  Lodge  under  the  name  and  title  of  St.  Paul's 
Lodge,  No.  14.  Newport. 

"And  I  do  hereby  authorize  and  appoint  Brother  John  A.  Shaw  to  act  as 
Master,  Brother  Henry  Shaw  as  Senior  Warden,  Brother  Jeremiah  Bliss  as 
Junior  Warden,  Brother  James  Stevens  as  Secretary,  and  Brother  Henry  Moore 
as  Treasurer  of  said  Lodge,  giving  them  full  power  and  authority  to  enter,  pass 
and  raise  as  free  Masons,  all  such  as  may  apply  and  they  deem  worthy  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  our  Sacred  and  Sublime  mysteries,  for  which  proceedings 
this  Dispensation  shall  be  their  sufficient  warrant,  which  is  to  continue  in  full 
force  and  virtue  until  the  next  feast  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  when  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Grand  Lodge  with  an  account  of  their  proceedings  to  that  date. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  thirteenth  day  of  January  A.  L.  5816. 

John  L.  Boss,  D.  G.  M.  [seal.] 

"  I,  William  Wilkinson.  Grand  Master  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  after 
due  and  deliberate  consideration  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  of  Newport  for 
the  establishment  of  a  new  Lodge  in  that  place  under  the  name  of  St.  Paul's 
Lodge,  No.  14,  Newport,  and  having  seen  the  Dispensation  granted  to  said 
petitioners  and  others  by  the  D.  G.  M.,  and  being  fully  satisfied  with  the  pro- 
ceedings therein,  do  therefore  hereby  heartily  concur  in  all  respects  in  the  same. 

William  Wilkinson. 

Providence,  29th  January,  5816." 

By  vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  June  24,  1816,  this  dispensa- 
tion was  continued  for  one  year. 

The  first  regular  meeting  of  St.  Paul's  Lodge,  U.  D.  was  held 
January  15,  1816.  There  were  present:  W.\  John  A.  Shaw, 
Master  ;  Brother  Henry  Shaw,  Senior  Warden  ;  Brother  Jere- 
miah Bliss,  Junior  Warden.  The  Worshipful  Master  appointed 
Brother  Henry  T.  Cranston,  Chaplain;  Brother  William  Stevens, 
Senior  Deacon  ;  Brother  John  B.  Lyon,  Junior  Deacon. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  propose  a  Code  of  By-Laws. 
After  spending  the  evening  in  love  and  harmony,  the  brothers 
partook  of  an  excellent  repast  and  none  went  away  dissatisfied. 
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St.  Paul's  Lodge  received  its  Charter  in  1817  and  was  duly 
constituted  on  October  23. 

The  procession  being  formed  at  10  o'clock,  proceeded  with 
music  furnished  by  Brother  Colonel  Towson,  to  Trinity  Church, 
where  was  delivered  by  Brother  Barnabas  Bates,  Grand  Chap- 
lain, a  very  pertinent  and  well  adapted  discourse  to  a  crowded 
audience.  At  the  close  of  the  exercises  in  the  church,  the  pro- 
cession returned  to  the  Lodge  and  partook  of  a  dinner  provided 
for  the  occasion,  at  which  were  present  several  of  the  clergy 
and  citizens  of  the  town. 

After  dinner  the  brethren  and  guests  separated  in  perfect 
harmony  and  order. 

The  following  named  brethren  were  installed  as  the  first 
officers  under  the  Charter:  Charles  Cotton,  Master  ;  William 
Stevens,  Senior  Warden;  Theophilus  Topham,  Junior  Warden  ; 
Thomas  Townsend,  Treasurer;  Levi  Tower,  Secretary;  Job 
Townsend,  Senior  Deacon;  Isaac  C.  Peckham,  Junior  Deacon; 
John  Tilley,  Steward;  Robert  Dennis,  Steward  ;  B.  B.  Mumford, 
Chaplain  ;  John  Tillinghast,  Tyler. 

St.  Paul's  Lodge  continued  to  work  until  September  14,  181 8, 
when  its  charter  was  surrendered  and  its  members  affiliated 
with  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1.  From  that  time  for  a  period  of  58 
years,  there  remained  only  one  lodge  in  Newport;  but  in  the 
year  1875,  Francis  Brinley  Fogg,  the  only  surviving  member 
of  the  original  St.  Paul's  Lodge,  and  other  brethren  residing  in 
that  city,  deeming  it  for  the  best  interests  of  Freemasonry  in 
that  place,  petitioned  for  the  reviving  and  the  re-establishing 
of  the  old  Lodge,  and  in  accordance  with  their  desire  a  dis- 
pensation was  issued,  August  3d,  A.  L.  5875,  by  the  M.\  W.\ 
Grand  Master,  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  who  appointed  the  first 
three  officers:  W.\  Master,  George  F.  Crandall;  Senior  War- 
den, John  P.  Sanborn;  Junior  Warden,  John  Rogers.  The  re- 
maining officers  were  appointed  by  the  W.\  Master,  and  served 
until  the  surrender  of  the  dispensation. 

At  the  annual  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  held  May  15,  1876, 
the  following  action  was  taken  : 

t 

"Resolved:  That  the  original  Charter  granted  by  this  Most  Wor.  Grand 
Lodge  to  St.  Paul's  Ixxlge,  No.  14,  at  Newport,  be  re-issued  to  the  petitioners 
from  St.  Paul's  Lodge,  untler  Dispensation,  and  in  case  the  same  cannot  be 
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found,  that  a  new  Charter  be  issued  hearing  the  same  name  and  number,  and 
giving  them  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  Newport." 

St.  Paul's  Lodge  was  reconstituted  on  the  evening  of  June 
10,  1S76.  The  procession,  consisting  of  St.  Paul's  Lodge,  U.  1)., 
the  M.\  W.  .  Grand  Lodge,  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No. 
1,  and  sojourning  Masons,  headed  by  the  military  band  from 
Fort  Adams,  whose  services  were  kindly  tendered  by  Brother 
Richard  H.  Jackson,  marched  to  Zion  Church,  where  the  ser- 
vices of  constitution  and  installation  of  the  officers  were  held. 
The  address  was  delivered  to  a  large  and  attentive  audience  by 
R.\  \V.\  Bro.  George  M.  Carpenter.  The  Grand  Master  in- 
stalled the  W.  .  M.\  George  F.  Crandall,  and  I).  D.  G.  M.,  Bro. 
Robert  S.  Franklin,  installed  the  remaining  officers. 

Since  its  re-establishment,  St.  Paul's  Lodge  has  enjoyed  un- 
interrupted prosperity.  The  majority  of  the  members  have  felt 
a  personal  interest  in  the  work  of  the  degrees,  and  they  have 
freely  given  their  time  and  money  that  the  ogani/.ation  might  be 
a  credit  to  the  Fraternity,  and  that  the  lodge  room  might  be 
adorned  in  a  manner  worthy  the  beauty  and  sublimity  of  Ancient 
Craft  Masonry. 

From  the  time  of  its  re-establishment  until  now,  St.  Paul's 
Lodge  has  gone  forward  in  the  way  of  advancement  and  use- 
fulness. Its  members  have  been  drawn  together  by  a  close 
bond  of  fellowship,  being  always  ready  to  gife  their  time,  ser- 
vices and  money  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the 
Lodge.  The  whole  number  of  members  in  1891  as  reported, 
was  107.    The  officers  for  that  year  were  the  following: 


(1kuk<;k  K.  Vkrnon  W.  M. 

Wii.u am  IL  Lek  S.  W. 

JOSKI'H  W.  ToMI'SON.-  J.  W. 

\V.  .  J'^iin  1L  Crosuv,  Jr  Treas. 

Charles  H.  Marsh   Scc'y. 

I-  kki.krk  k  Braim.ky  Chap. 

William  D.  Savkk  S.  D. 


Tiiak  iikr  T.  Kowi.kr  J.  D. 

Hknry  C.  Sii.vi.ns,  Jk  S.  S. 

Kkkd.  A.  (In  ioki»  J.  S. 

Wil  l  1  am  J.  Cu/.zi   Mar. 

Wil  l  i  \M  l\  DtlNMAN  Sent. 

Cl.ARKN<  K    A.  IlAMMH  1  M.  D. 

(ilOKHK  II.  Lovkjov  Tyler. 
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HAMILTON  LODGE,  NO.  15,  CLAYVILLE. 


It  appears  by  the  Records  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  that  a  petition 
was  presented  February  26,  1816,  from 
Bro.  Joseph  Rice  and  others,  asking 
for  a  Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge  to 
be  holden  in  Coventry,  under  the  name 
of  "Hamilton  Lodge,  No.  15."  The 
petition  was  laid  over  until  the  next 
Quarterly  Communication  of  Grand 
Lodge,  held  May  27,  1816,  at  which 
time  the  Dispensation  was  granted, 
and  the  following  named  petitioners 
\N0N-S1NE  PULVEREY      were  designated  as  officers  of  the  new 

Lodge,  namely:  Thomas  ().  H.  Carpenter,  Master;  Stephen  M. 
Pearce,  Senior  Warden;  Archibald  Colgrove,  Junior  Warden; 
Jeremiah  McGregor,  Treasurer;  Cyril  C.  Lyon,  Secretary; 
Isaac  Gallup,  Senior  Deacon;  Obed  Perkins,  Junior  Deacon; 
Nathaniel  Wilbour,  Tyler  and  Steward.  The  Grand  Lodge  in 
authorizing  the  Dispensation,  voted,  "  That  Thomas  ().  H.  Car- 
penter's note  for  $75.00,  indorsed  by  Bros.  Perkins  and  Pearce, 
payable  on  the  24th  of  June  next,  be  received  in  payment  for 
this  Dispensation." 

The  Grand  Lodge  held  a  Special  Communication  in  Coventry, 
October  9,  181 7,  for  the  purpose  of  consecrating  Hamilton 
Lodge,  and  installing  their  officers,  a  Charter  having  been  duly 
granted.  Grand  Master  John  Carlile  was  present  and  presided 
at  the  services.  The  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  with  a  good- 
ly number  of  visitors,  then  proceeded  to  the  Meeting  House, 
where  the  Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  Barnabas  Bates,  delivered  "a 
well  adapted  discourse  accompanied  with  appropriate  music, 
after  which  the  Grand  Master  proceeded  to  consecrate  said 
Lodge,  and  install  their  officers."  The  Record  further  states 
that  an  excellent  entertainment  was  prepared  by  Bro.  McGregor. 
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The  following  are  amonj;  the  names  of  brethren  included  in  the 
Charter  of  Hamilton  Lodge:  Thomas  ().  H.  Carpenter,  Stephen 
M.  Pearce.  Jeremiah  McGregor,  Cyril  C.  Lyon,  Isaac  Gallup, 
and  Obed  Perkins.  The  Charter  bears  the  signatures  of  John 
Carlile,  Grand  Master;  Richard  Anthony,  I).  G.  M. ;  Walker 
Humphrey,  Grand  Secretary;  Samuel  Jackson,  2d,  Senior  Grand 
Warden;  William  Anthony,  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

In  the  year  1X17,  Hamilton  Lodge  built  a  hall  for  its  occu- 
pancy, adjoining  an  old  tavern  owned  by  Jeremiah  McGregor. 
At  that  time  it  was  the  custom  for  candidates  to  give  their  notes 
for  the  degrees.  The  treasurer  of  the  Lodge,  also  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  tavern  and  hall,  selected  the  best  of  the  notes  for  his 
own  use.  The  Lodge  having  become  dissatisfied  therewith,  pur- 
chased a  hall  at  Foster  Center,  and  removed  thereto  in  1825. 
The  difficulty  between  the  Lodge  ami  its  former  treasurer  con- 
tinued for  a  number  of  years  without  settlement.  He  was  finally 
suspended  by  the  Lodge,  but  reinstated  by  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  1874  or  1K75. 

Hamilton  Lodge  did  not  free  itself  from  difficulties  by  its  re- 
moval to  Foster  Center.  The  Lodge  bought  a  hall  and  ante- 
room in  the  second  story  of  a  building  at  that  place,  but  after- 
wards lost  its  possession  of  the  hall  by  action  taken  by  a  certain 
member,  which  seemed  to  the  majority  of  the  Lodge  to  be 
exceedingly  unjust.  This  was  the  second  hall  of  which  the 
Lodge  was  deprived,  during  the  first  twenty  years  of  its  history. 

Being  deprived  of  a  hall  or  other  place  of  meeting,  the  Lodge 
held  a  Special  Communication  June  0,  1S34,  on  the  highest 
piece  of  land  which  they  could  find,  namely,  in  the  pasture  of 
Wor.  Master  Jerah  Hill,  situated  about  100  rods  from  their 
former  hall.  At  this  meeting  the  Lodge  put  on  record  an  ex- 
pression of  the  general  feeling,  that  a  great  injustice  had  been 
done  bv  depriving  them  of  the  use  of  the  hall.  The  brother 
who,  the  committee  held,  had  acted  unjustly  in  this  matter,  was 
expelled  from  the  Lodge  June  10,  1835. 

1  hiring  the  Anti-Masonic  period  the  meetings  of  the  Lodge 
were  held  at  the  houses  of  the  members,  when  the  legislature 
passed  an  act  demanding  all  Masonic  charters.  The  High 
Sheriff  went  to  the  house  of  the  Wor.  Master.  Samuel  Tilling- 
hast.  Til'.inghast  sent  his  wife  out  by  the  back  door  to  "  Uncle" 
Thomas  Jenks  to  inform  him  that  the  High  Sheriff  had  come  to 
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demand  the  Charter,  and  ask  him  what  he  should  do.  Kro. 
Jenks  sent  back  the  following  message:  "Tell  him  he  can't 
have  it;"  and  the  sheriff  did  not  obtain  the  document. 

Hamilton  Lodge,  by  reason  of  its  situation,  has  never  attained 
great  numerical  strength.  It  has  had  to  contend,  at  different 
times,  with  much  opposition.  It  has  always  had,  however, 
strong  hands  to  support  its  interests,  and  a  loyal  following  of 
earnest  and  resolute  brethren. 

The  number  of  members  returned  for  Centennial  year,  1891, 
was  70.     The  officers  for  that  year  were  as  follows: 


Thomas  A.  Seamans  W.  M 


John  W.  Bowen  S.  \Y. 

ALHKRT  X.  Ll'THER   J.  \V. 

A 1. an. son  Stekre  Treas. 

Harris  O.  Whitman  Secy. 

Rev.  Nelson  Li  1  her  Chap. 

Lor  in  Wig  htm  an  S.  D. 


W.\  Frank  Carr  J.  D. 

John  R.  Tyler  S.  S. 

W.\  Joseph  G.  Ford  J.  S. 

James  M.  Wright  Mar. 

Pardon  Walker  Sent. 

W.\  Charles  A.  Cai-well.  .  M.  D. 
Edgar  I.  Cole  Tyler. 
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WARWICK  LODGE,  No.  16,  PHENIX. 


A  Dispensation  for  the  formation  of  War- 
wick Lodge,  No.  1 6,  was  granted  No- 
vember 25,  1822.  The  officers  named  in 
the  Dispensation  were:  William  Harson, 
%  Master;  Thomas  Holden,  Senior  War- 
den; James  Warner,  Junior  Warden. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  Lodge  was  held 
in  Apponaug,  at  the  residence  of  Peleg 
Congdon,  December  31,  1822.  Addi- 
tional officers  were  then  chosen:  Peleg 
Congdon,  Treasurer;  Henry  Arnold,  Sec- 
retary: Jonathan  Niles,  Senior  Deacon; 
James  Warner,  Junior  Deacon;  William 
Arnold,  Tyler.  The  following  named 
brethren  were  admitted  members  of  the  Lodge  on  that  date: 
Caleb  Greene,  Thomas  Arnold,  George  Rice,  and  Horatio 
Arnold. 

The  Lodge  continued  to  hold  its  meetings  at  the  residence  of 
Bro.  Congdon  until  April  1,  1823,  when  it  was  voted  to  meet  at 
the  home  of  George  Carder.  Here  they  met  for  two  years. 
The  brethren  continued  to  work  under  a  Dispensation  until  Sep- 
tember 16,  1825,  when  they  were  granted  a  Charter,  and  the 
Lodge  was  formally  constituted.  At  this  time  it  numbered  but 
seventeen  members,  having  admitted  six  during  the  three  years 
it  had  been  working.  During  the  next  two  years  six  more 
members  were  added,  three  of  whom  were  admitted  October 
30,  1827.  This  ended  the  work  of  the  Lodge,  its  whole  mem- 
bership being  23.  The  brethren  struggled  along  for  three  years 
more,  but  owing  to  the  strong  Anti-Masonic  sentiment,  which 
rendered  it  almost  dangerous  to  hold  Masonic  communications, 
they  became  discouraged  and  surrendered  their  Charter,  the  last 
meeting  being  held  December  28,  1830.    This  was  the  date  of 
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the  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers,  and  Thomas 
Holden  was  elected  Master  for  the  second  time.  The  Masonic 
apron  which  he  wore,  is  now  owned  and  worn  by  his  grandson, 
Bro.  Thomas  M.  Holden,  a  Past  Master  of  Warwick  Lodge. 
The  names  of  the  brethren  admitted  to  the  Lodge  during  the 
first  eight  years  of  its  existence,  who  have  not  already  been 
mentioned  as  joining  at  its  first  meeting,  are  :  Thomas  Wilbur, 
Albro  Anthony,  Joseph  F.  Arnold,  Henry  Tibbetts,  Samuel  P. 
Mason,  Andrew  Knight,  John  Rice,  Willard  Ballou,  George 
Taft,  John  G.  Browning,  and  William  Sprague,  Sen.  The  last 
named  brother  was  grandfather  of  ex-governor  William  Sprague, 
of  Rhode  Island.  Of  the  original  members  of  the  Lodge  none 
are  now  living,  the  last  one  deceased  being  Bro.  James  Warner, 
who  died  July  n,  1877,  aged  98  years.  He  received  his  degrees 
from  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  Providence,  in  1803.  He  was  a 
Master  Mason  73  years,  8  months  and  2  days,  and  was  supposed 
to  have  been  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  oldest  Mason  in  the 
United  States. 

Twenty-five  years  after  the  surrender  of  the  Charter,  a  new 
interest  in  Freemasonry  was  awakened,  and  steps  were  taken  to 
revive  the  Lodge.  The  effort  was  successful,  and  on  Monday 
evening,  March  12,  1855,  several  brethren,  members  of  Man- 
chester Lodge,  No.  12,  and  others,  met  in  Odd  Fellows  Hall, 
River  Point.  A  Dispensation  from  the  Grand  Lodge  was  re- 
ceived and  read,  and  an  Entered  Apprentice  Lodge  was  opened 
in  due  form.  The  Dispensation  designated  Otis  Lincoln,  Mas- 
ter; William  Greene,  as  Senior  Warden,  and  Benjamin  C.  Har- 
ris as  Junior  Warden.  The  brethren  assembled  at  the  meeting 
noted  elected  the  following  additional  officers:  Rev.  George 
W.  Chevers,  Secretary  and  Chaplain;  James  I.  Smith,  Treasurer; 
Samuel  Goodier,  Senior  Deacon;  Thomas  Edgeler,  Junior  Dea- 
con. The  other  members  who  were  admitted  under  the  Dis- 
pensation were:  C.  A.  Carpenter,  John  H.  Teston,  and  James 
Waterhouse.  The  new  Lodge  at  once  began  to  prosper  and  on 
June  22,  of  the  same  year,  the  old  Charter  was  received  from 
the  Grand  Lodge,  together  with  the  records,  by-laws,  collars, 
jewels,  etc.,  which  formerly  belonged  to  said  Lodge.  The 
Grand  Lodge  voted  at  its  annual  session  that  year,  that  "Here- 
after, Warwick  Lodge  assume  its  name  and  number,  and  be  en- 
titled to  all  the  privileges,  and. subject  to  all  the  responsibilities 
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of  a  regular  Lodge;  and  that  it  be  located  in  the  village  of 
Greenville." 

The  brethren  continued  to  meet  at  River  Point  until  February 
°»  !^57»  when  they  removed  to  Phenix,  occupying  the  third 
story  of  William  D.  Spencer's  Building,  the  first  and  second 
stories  being  occupied  as  a  hardware  store.  This  was  the  home 
of  the  Lodge  for  ten  years,  when  it  was  obliged  to  seek  new 
quarters,  and  during  the  next  five  years  held  its  meetings  in 
Roger  Williams  Hall,  Phenix,  and  Odd  Fellows  Hall,  River 
Point.  In  1872  a  hall  in  the  third  story  of  Card's  new  building, 
at  Phenix,  was  leased  and  fitted  up  in  attractive  style,  ami  on 
June  20th  of  that  year,  the  Lodge  met  in  its  new  home  for  the 
first  time.  This  building  was  destroyed  by  fire,  March  25,  1873, 
and  the  new  and  costly  furniture,  together  with  the  jewels  and 
working  tools,  were  consumed  by  the  flames.  The  ancient 
Charter  and  valuable  Records  not  being  in  the  building,  escaped 
the  general  destruction.  The  jewels  which  were  burned  were 
of  solid  silver,  and  were  the  ones  worn  by  the  officers  of  the 
original  Lodge.  They  were  highly  prized  as  souvenirs  of  the 
old  organization,  having  been  collected  with  great  difficulty 
from  the  descendants  of  the  first  officers.  The  sorrow  of  the 
brethren,  occasioned  by  their  great  loss,  was  in  some  degree 
softened  by  the  brotherly  kindness  of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No. 
21,  Providence,  shown  by  the  presentation  to  Warwick  Lodge 
of  a  new  and  handsome  set  of  solid  silver  jewels,  enclosed  in 
a  neat  and  serviceable  case.  The  presentation  was  made  on 
the  occasion  of  a  visit  of  Warwick  Lodge  to  What  Cheer,  on 
June  20,  1874.  Bro.  Thomas  Phillips  received  the  jewels  on 
behalf  of  Warwick  Lodge,  and  then  called  on  Rev.  Charles  H. 
Titus,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts, 
who,  by  reason  of  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  recipients, 
made  during  his  four  years  residence  in  their  jurisdiction  as  pas- 
tor of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Phenix,  and  as  Chaplain  of  War- 
wick Lodge,  was  well  qualified  to  respond.  The  jewels  are  still  * 
in  use  by  the  Lodge,  being  highly  prized  for  the  pleasant  asso- 
ciations connected  with  them. 

On  account  of  the  fire  the  brethren  were  forced  to  go  to  River 
Point  again,  and  occupy  Odd  Fellows  Hall  in  that  village  until 
their  new  hall,  in  the  third  story  of  Hoxie  Bros.  Block  in  Phenix, 
was  completed.    This  hall,  arranged  specially  for  the  use  of  the 
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Lodge,  was  formally  dedicated  January  14,  1875.  The  dedica- 
tory services  were  conducted  by  Grand  Master  Nicholas  Van 
Slyck,  assisted  by  several  Grand  Officers.  The  eulogy  on  Ma- 
sonry was  pronounced  by  Past  Grand  Master  Thomas  A.  Doyle, 
and  a  Masonic  address  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg, 
Grand  Chaplain.  This  hall  is  still  the  Masonic  home  of  the 
Lodge;  it  is  also  occupied  by  Land  Mark  Royal  Arch  Chapter, 
No.  10. 

But  one  public  installation  of  the  officers  of  Warwick  Lodge 
has  been  held  during  its  history,  that  occurring  on  April  5, 
1864.  The  attendance  of  brethren  and  visitors,  with  ladies, 
was  very  large,  and  the  exercises,  including  addresses  by  many 
prominent  members  of  the  Fraternity,  were  alike  interesting 
and  instructive. 

During  the  Civil  War,  1861-65,  23  members  of  Warwick  Lodge 
served  in  the  Union  army. 

Since  the  first  organization  of  the  Lodge  the  following  named 
brethren  have  held  the  office  of  Wor.  Master:  William  Harri- 
son, 1822-26;  Henry  Tibbetts,  1827;  Willard  Ballou,  1828; 
Thomas  Holden,  1829-30;  Otis  Lincoln,  1855-57;  William 
Greene,  1858;  Henry  Howard,  1859;  James  J.  Smith,  i860; 
Daniel  Babcock,  1861-66;  Thomas  G.  Dorrance,  1867;  Daniel 
Babcock,  1868;  James  G.  Briggs,  1869-71;  Samuel  T.Whipple, 
1S72-74;  John  Potter,  3d,  1875-77;  William  B.  Douglas,  1S78- 
80;  Edward  Pike,  1SS1-83;  Thomas  M.  Holden,  1884-87;  Ed- 
win C.  CapwelK  18SS;  Alton  D.  Wood,  1889;  J.  Ellery  Hud- 
son, 1890. 

Bro.  Vernum  A.  Bailey  has  served  the  Lodge  as  secretary 
since  1865.  To  his  untiring  and  efficient  efforts  the  Lodge  is 
indebted  for  the  complete  and  faithful  record  of  its  doings,  and 
for  the  collecting  of  numerous  items  of  historic  interest  reach- 
ing back  to  the  first  institution  of  the  Lodge.  The  Record  fur- 
nished by  him  has  been  summarized  for  use  in  the  present  his- 
torical sketch. 

Warwick  Lodge  is  an  incorporated  body,  having  received  a 
Charter  from  the  State,  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly, 
dated  March  29,  1866. 

Its  membership  comprises  some  of  the  best  citizens  of  Phe- 
nix  and  the  vicinity,  and  it  possesses  the  merited  confidence 
and  respect  of  the  community  in  which  it  is  located.  Warwick 
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Lodge  has  always  been  a  conservative  body  not  at  all  given  to 
show,  and  in  its  quiet  and  unassuming  way,  and  by  orderly 
methods,  has  been  a  power  for  good  within  the  limits  of  its 
jurisdiction.  The  Lodge  at  the  time  of  the  present  writing,  is 
in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition.  Its  membership,  as  re- 
ported in  189?,  was  118.    Its  officers  for  that  year  were': 


 J-  w. 

Rev.  Benjamin  B.  Cottr ell. Chap. 

George  V.  Sevin  J.  D. 

FrANIv       Oil  ASK  -  »5« 

Albert  F.  Clarke  J.  S. 

\V.\  Thomas  M.  Holden.  .  .Mar. 

Leon  H.  Allen  Sent. 

Elmer  F.  Himes  M.  D. 

Waldo  F.  Raynsford  Tyler. 
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EVENING  STAR  LODGE,  No.  17,  SM1THFIELD. 


Although  the  organic  life  of  this  Lodge 
terminated  nearly  a  half  century  ago,  it 
seems  every  way  proper  that  some  men- 
tion should  be  made  of  its  origin  and 
career  in  this  connection.  From  the 
meagre  records  that  have  been  preserved 
the  following  brief  sketch  is  prepared. 

It  appears  by  the  Book  of  Records  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  under 
date  of  June  24,  1824,  that  the  following  action  was  taken: 

"  A  petition  was  received  from  Comstock  Passmore  and  others,  Smithfield, 
praying  for  a  Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge,  to  be  called  'Evening  Star,'  and 
on  motion, 

"  Voted,  The  prayer  be  referred  to  M.  W.  Grand  Master  and  the  R.  Wor. 
Grand  Senior  Warden,  and  that  the  Grand  Master,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Grand  Senior  Warden,  be  authorized  to  grant  the  prayer,  if  they  think  it  expe- 
dient." 

The  record  further  states: 

"  On  the  15th  day  of  July  A.  L.  5824,  by  order  of  the  M.  VV.  Grand  Master, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Grand  Senior  Warden,  a  warrant  was  granted, 
and  the  Grand  Secretary  was  paid  seventy-five  dollars." 

An  organization  was  effected  under  the  authority  thus  con- 
ferred. The  first  meeting  of  the  Lodge  was  held  in  Woonsocket, 
on  Saturday,  August  7,  1824.  There  were  present  Abel  Wilder, 
designated  as  W.  Master;  Thomas  A.  Paine,  S.  W. ;  Henry 
Mansfield,  J.  W. ;  George  Aldrich,  Treasurer;  George  L.  Barnes, 
Secretary,  and  sixteen  others,  among  whom  was  Comstock 
Passmore,  who  had  been  specially  active  in  the  proceedings 
taken  to  secure  the  new  organization.  This  last  named  brother 
was  elected  Treasurer,  but  declined  to  accept  the  office. 

Seven  petitions  for  the  degrees  were  received  at  the  first 
meeting.    A  Code  of  By-Laws  was  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the 
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Lodge  held  August  15,  1824,  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  doing  of  Masonic  work.    At  a  meeting  held  September  4, 

1824,  the  first  seven  applicants  were  duly  initiated.  The  Lodge 
continued  to  flourish  and  within  a  few  months  added  a  goodly 
number  of  names  to  its  list  of  membership. 

Early  in  1825  a  committee  was  appointed  to  obtain  a  Charter. 
Bro.  George  L.  Barnes  of  the  committee  appeared  before  the 
Grand  Lodge,  at  its  meeting  held  in  Providence,  February  28, 

1825,  and  urged  the  granting  of  a  Charter  to  Evening  Star 
Lodge,  No.  17.  The  Grand  Lodge  voted  to  grant  the  Charter 
as  desired,  and  on  May  18,  1825,  the  prescribed  services  con- 
nected with  the  consecrating  of  the  new  Lodge  and  the  install- 
ing of  its  officers  were  held.  These  services  took  place  in  Judge 
Buffum's  orchard,  about  two  hundred  brethren  being  present. 
M.  W.  Bro.  John  Carlile,  Grand  Master,  presided  at  the  cere- 
mony of  constituting  the  new  Lodge. 

Evening  Star  Lodge  continued  to  increase  in  numbers  and  re- 
sources during  the  first  years  of  its  existence.  It  was  obliged, 
however,  very  early  in  its  history,  to  meet  the  Anti-Masonic 
storm  which  swept  over  the  land,  and  consequently  there  came 
an  era  of  depression  and  loss.  That  there  were  some  brave, 
stedfast  brethren  in  the  Lodge  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  at  a 
meeting  held  July  12,  1831,  a  vote  was  passed  in  approval  of 
the  action  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  in  de- 
fence of  Freemasonry.  This  vote  was  supplemented  by  the 
passage  of  a  resolution  pledging  the  members  of  the  Lodge  to 
stand  by  the  institution  and  give  it  their  unwavering  support. 

A  few  months  later,  however,  under  conditions  of  augmented 
opposition,  a  majority  of  the  members  lost  confidence.  They 
voted  to  sell  certain  fixtures  to  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge  "  to  discharge 
a  debt,"  and  decided  to  omit  the  holding  of  regular  meetings. 
The  Lodge  held  but  two  meetings  in  1832,  and  but  one  in  1833 
—the  last  named  meeting  being  held  'at  the  Globe  store,  Woon- 
socket.  Other  meetings  seem  to  have  been  held,  separated  by 
long  intervals,  at  the  house  of  Thomas  A.  Paine  and  elsewhere, 
at  which  meetings  officers  were  elected,  thus  keeping  the  organ- 
ization alive. 

On  November  15,  1839,  a  meeting  of  Evening  Star  Lodge 
was  held  at  the  hail  of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  and  one  candidate 
was  initiated  — this  being  the  first  Masonic  work  done  during  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


MASONIC  LODGES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 


509 


period  of  some  ten  years.  Evening  Star  Lodge  continued  to 
hold  meetings  more  or  less  frequently  in  the  hall  of  Mount 
Moriah  Lodge  during  the  years  1840-41.  Sometimes  the  Lodge 
held  meetings  at  the  house  of  Bro.  George  G.  Stiness.  Another 
interregnum  occurs  in  the  history  of  Evening  Star  Lodge— from 
December  25,  1841,  to  November  22,  1843,  during  which  time 
no  meetings  were  held.  On  the  last  named  date  the  Lodge  was 
convened  at  the  house  of  Ruel  Smith  to  consider  whether  or 
not  it  would  surrender  its  Charter,  as  had  been  suggested  by 
the  Grand  Lodge,  or  would  attempt  to  maintain  its  existence. 
It  was  decided  to  reorganize  and  attempt  a  more  active  course 
of  procedure.  Officers  were  elected  and  several  meetings  held. 
It  was  found  impossible,  however,  to  revive  the  former  interest, 
and  the  Lodge  decline  continued  until  the  end  came.  The  pro- 
ceedings connected  with  the  extinction  of  the  Lodge  are  briefly 
set  forth  by  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island,  in  his  record  of  the  session  of  that  Body,  held  June  24, 
1845.    The  following  extract  has  interest: 

*' Wor.  Brother  Yearnshaw,  the  last  Master  of  Evening  Star  Lodge,  No.  17, 
stated  to  the  Grand  Lodge  that  no  election  of  officers  had  been  held  in  said 
Lodge  since  1 S43.  and  that  no  returns  had  been  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  by 
them  for  the  last  ten  years:  Whereupon  it  was  voted  that  Wor.  Kro.  William 
Yearnshaw  be  requested  to  convene  the  brethren  of  Evening  Star  Lodge,  No. 
17,  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  and  if  they  then  determine  not  to  continue 
their  organization,  he  shall  receive  their  charter,  books,  papers,  regalia  and  all 
other  property  belonging  to  said  Lodge,  and  return  them  to  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary." 

He  reported,  December  29,  1845,  that  they  had  reorganized 
and  elected  officers  at  a  meeting  held  December  13,  1845. 
They  were  reported  at  the  Annual  in  1846;  but  never  afterwards. 

Under  date  of  August  28,  1848,  the  Grand  Secretary  reported 
that  "Evening  Star  Lodge,  No.  17,  and  Lafayette  Lodge,  No. 
19,  had  forfeited  their  Charters  by  not  complying  with  the  reg- 
ulations of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  not  being  represented  and 
making  their  returns  as  required.  On  motion  voted  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  visit  and  close  up  the  concerns  of  the 
following  delinquent  Lodges — viz.:  Nos.  9,  11,  13,  17,  19." 

M.\  \V.\  William  Field,  Grand  Master,  and  W.  Cyrus  Fisher 
were  appointed  that  committee. 

This  committee  reported  to  Grand  Lodge  at  a  session  held 


Digitized  by  Google 


■ 

510  MASONIC  LODGES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 

May  28,  1849,  stating  that  they  had  been  unable  to  obtain  the 
Charter.  They  had  received  the  papers  and  property  of  the 
Lodge,  excepting  the  jewels,  carpet  of  hall,  and  some  other 
articles  of  furniture  which  had  been  loaned  to  Morning  Star 
Lodge,  No.  13.  Wor.  Bro.  A.  Ballou  was  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  make  a  further  attempt  to  secure  the  Charter,  etc.  He 
reported  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  November  26,  1849,  giving  a  list 
of  articles  turned  over  to  the  Grand  Lodge  by  Evening  Star 
Lodge,  and  stating  that  "  diligent  enquiry  had  failed  to  find  the 
Charter."  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  missing  document  has 
never  been  found,  and  that  the  articles  "loaned"  to  Morning 
Star  Lodge  have  never  been  called  for  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Evening  Star  Lodge,  No.  17,  came  into  existence  at  an  un- 
favorable period.  Its  location,  changed  from  place  to  place, 
brought  it  into  friendly  competition,  to  say  the  least,  with  other 
Lodges.  The  fierce  opposition  to  Freemasonry,  most  intense  in 
this  jurisdiction  from  1829  to  1840,  contributed  to  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  Lodge.  At  one  time  the  names  of  seventy-eight 
members  were  included  on  its  roll;  but  it  never  was  deeply 
anchored  in  favorable  soil,  and  hence,  while  it  survived  the  Anti- 
Masonic  period  of  persecution,  it  was  never  again  prosperous 
after  that  time. 

The  following  named  brethren  were  elected  to  the  office  of 
Wor.  Master,  at  the  dates  set  opposite  their  names:  Abel 
Wilder,  Aug.  7,  1824;  Thomas  A.  Paine,  Oct.  22,  1825;  Amasa 
Waterman,  Nov.  3,  1827;  Horace  Chenery,  Oct.  18,  1828; 
Thomas  A.  Paine,  Oct.  14,  1831;  Thomas  A.  Paine,  March  16, 
1839,  and  Nov.  15,  1839;  William  Yearnshaw,  Nov.  6,  1840; 
Thomas  A.  Paine,  Dec.  13,  1845,  and  Oct.  31,  1846. 

According  to  the  Record  Book  the  meeting  held  October  31, 
1846,  was  the  final  meeting  of  Evening  Star  Lodge,  No.  17. 
The  end  came  at  that  time  although  the  fact  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  altogether  clear  to  the  brethren  assembled. 
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TEMPLE  LODGE,  No.  18,  GREENVILLE. 


A  few  years  prior  to  the  fierce  outburst 
of  Anti-Masonic  feeling,  the  Fraternity, 
which  was  so  suddenly  and  bitterly  as- 
sailed, seemed  to  have  a  condition  of 
popular  favor  and  of  general  prosperity. 
The  Masonic  organization  had  become 
firmly  established  in  nearly  all  portions 
of  the  United  States,  and  had  acquired 
a  prestige  and  influence  which  were 
suggestive  of  its  rapid  increase  in  num- 
bers and  resources.  In  Rhode  Island 
this  condition  was  most  evident.  The 
older  Lodges  had  a  well  deserved  reputation  and  were  well  sus- 
tained, while  several  new  Lodges  were  called  into  being  about 
the  time  to  which  reference  is  here  made.  Evening  Star  Lodge, 
Lafayette  Lodge,  and  Temple  Lodge  were  organized  only  a  few 
years  before  the  adverse  period  mentioned.  Two  of  these 
Lodges  became  extinct.  They  have  not  been  revived.  The 
other — Temple  Lodge,  No.  18, — went  down  before  the  storm, 
and  for  many  years  it  was  practically  dead,  its  name  ceasing  to 
be  borne  on  the  roll  of  Grand  Lodge  ;  but  there  came  for  it  a 
time  of  new  life — of  renewed  activities  and  usefulness.  It  was 
revived  in  the  year  i860,  its  Charter  restored,  and  since  that 
period  it  has  moved  on  in  a  career  of  increasing  influence.  It 
is  pleasant  to  note  some  of  the  movements  and  factors  of  its 
early  history  and  of  its  more  recent  record. 

In  the  Book  of  Records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island, 
under  date  of  February  22,  1822,  a  statement  appears,  in  sub- 
stance as  follows:  A  petition  was  this  day  received  from  sev- 
eral brethren  in  Smithfield,  praying  for  a  Dispensation  to  form 
a  new  Lodge  to  be  called  Temple  Lodge.  The  petition  was 
referred  to  Bros.  William  Wilkinson,  Samuel  Jackson  and  Asa 
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Bosworth,  who  on  the  same  day  made  a  report  recommending 
that  the  desired  Dispensation  be  granted.  The  committee's 
report  was  unanimously  adopted  and  the  Dispensation  duly 
issued.  The  Grand  Lodge  by  special  vote  passed  June  24, 
1824,  renewed  the  Dispensation,  and  a  like  renewal  was  voted 
in  1825. 

On  June  26,  1S26,  the  Grand  Lodge,  after  proper  examination 
of  records,  etc.,  by  a  Committee  of  the  Grand  Body,  voted  to 
grant  a  Charter,  and  such  a  document,  in  the  usual  form,  was 
duly  issued  by  M.\  W.\  Bro.  Richard  Anthony,  Grand  Master 
of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island  at  that  time. 

But  meagre  accounts  have  been  preserved  of  the  early  meet- 
ings of  Temple  Lodge.  The  Grand  Lodge  Records  show  the 
following  list  of  officers  in  the  returns  of  the  Lodge  for  1824- 
'25:  Moses  Aldrich,  W.  M.;  Reuben  Mowry,  S.  W.;  Chas.  C. 
Mowry,  J.  W.;  Emer  Olney,  Treasurer:  Zephanial  Reach,  Sec-*' 
retary;  Abraham  Winsor,  S.  D.;  Benjamin  Belknap,  J.  D. 

There  were  six  initiations  during  the  first  year  of  the  Lodge 
organization;  and  seventeen  initiations  during  the  second  year. 
The  Lodge  held  its  meetings  with  regularity  and  they  were  well 
attended.  The  first  officers  and  members  of  Temple  Lodge 
took  commendable  pride  in  rendering  the  ceremonies  according 
to  the  prescribed  Masonic  ritual  and  with  as  much  impressive- 
ness  as  possible.  Although  subjected  to  some  limitations  in 
the  doing  of  Masonic  work  the  brethren  were  yet  able  to  pre- 
sent an  intelligent  and  impressive  expression  of  the  lessons  of 
Freemasonry. 

Bro.  Moses  Aldrich  continued  to  hold  the  office  of  Master  of 
the  Lodge  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1826  Bro.  James  Anthony 
was  chosen  Senior  Warden,  and  Bro.  Benj.  Belknap  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  position  of  Junior  Warden.  In  1827  Richard 
Smith  was  elected  Treasurer,  and  Thomas  R.  Eddy,  Tyler.  But 
few  changes  were  made  in  the  officers  of  the  Lodge  during  the 
early  period  of  its  history. 

As  already  intimated  Temple  Lodge  was  affected  by  the  feel- 
ing of  hostility  to  the  Masonic  Institution,  which  began  to  show 
itself  in  Rhode  Island  in  the  year  1X2K,  and  which  manifested 
itself  with  growing  force  and  bitterness  from  that  time  forward 
for  several  years.  There  were  true  and  loyal  brethren  con- 
nected with  the  newly  formed  Lodge,  and  these  members  con- 
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tinued  to  render  a  faithful  support  to  its  interests.  They  were 
few  in  number,  however,  and  were  unable  to  maintain  the  organ- 
m  ization  against  opposing  influences  from  within  and  without. 
By  reference  to  the  Grand  Lodge  records  it  is  found  that  Tem- 
ple Lodge  was  represented  by  its  Master  and  Senior  Warden  in 
the  Grand  Lodge  session  held  June  24,  1830,  and  made  returns 
to  the  Grand  Secretary  as  reported  on  that  date.  Its  returns 
staled  that  no  work  had  been  done  by  the  Lodge  during  the 
year  covered  by  the  report.  During  the  years  next  following, 
including  1840,  the  name  of  Temple  Lodge  is  borne  upon  the 
register  of  Grand  Lodge,  but  against  it,  in  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary's enumeration,  appear  the  suggestive  words  :  "  Not  repre- 
sented. No  returns."  After  1840  the  name  disappears  from 
the  Grand  Lodge  roll  of  Subordinate  Lodges.  For  several 
years  it  was  in  a  dormant  condition,  holding  no  regular  meet- 
ings and  doing  no  work,  albeit  some  of  its  members  still  cher- 
ished hopes  of  renewed  Masonic  activities  under  its  auspices. 
These  hopes  were  not  realized  and  the  Lodge  became  practically 
dead. 

Twenty  years  later,  however,  seemed  a  favorable  time  for  re- 
viving the  organization.  In  August  27,  i860,  at  a  session  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  held  in  Providence,  a  me- 
morial signed  by  Bro.  Elijah  Day  and  seven  other  brethren 
formerly  members  of  Temple  Lodge,  No.  iS,  was  presented  to 
the  Grand  Lodge,  asking  that  the  Charter  of  said  Temple 
Lodge  be  restored  to  the  memorialists,  together  with  fourteen 
other  brethren,  members  of  various  Lodges,  also  signers  of  the 
petition  for  restoration  of  Charter,  and  that  they  be  authorized 
to  meet  and  work  in  accordance  with  its  terms. 

A  committee  of  which  Past  Grand  Master  Jervis  J.  Smith 
was  chairman,  reported  in  favor  of  re-establishing  the  Lodge, 
and  the  Grand  Master  was  authorized  to  re-issue  the  Charter 
of  Temple  Lodge  to  the  memorialists.  Various  causes,  how- 
ever, operated  to  delay  the  movement  for  re-organization,  and 
it  was  not  until  November  2,  1865,  that  a  Dispensation  was 
issued  by  Grand  Master  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  authorizing  the 
brethren  to  form  and  open  a  Lodge  at  Greenville  by  the  name 
of  Temple  Lodge.  Wor.  Bro.  Samuel  B.  Swan  was  appointed 
as  a  Deputy  of  the  Grand  Master  to  examine  the  work  and 
inspect  the  condition  of  the  new  Lodge,  and  on  his  favorable 
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"report  and  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master,  the  Grand 
Lodge  voted,  at  its  annual  session  held  May  21,  1866,  to  restore 
to  Temple  Lodge  its  original  Charter  and  to  cause  the  revived 
Lodge  to  be  duly  constituted.  ' 

A  special  communication  of  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in  Green- 
ville, October  31,  1S66,  "  for  the  purpose  of  Constituting,  Con- 
secrating, and  Dedicating  Temple  Lodge,  No.  18,  and  Installing 
the  officers  of  said  Lodge."  Grand  Master  Doyle  presided  and 
conducted  the  ceremonies  which  were  in  the  usual  form.  Rev. 
Bro.  Benjamin  H.  Chace  delivered  an  address  suited  to  the 
occasion.  The  public  services  were  held  in  the  Baptist  Church. 
Grand  Secretary  Greene  in  his  official  report  of  the  constituting 
of  Temple  Lodge,  etc  ,  adds  the  following:  *'  A  Lodge  of  Past 
Masters  is  opened  in  ample  form,  and  W.  Bro.  Charles  H.  Fisher 
of  Hamilton  Lodge,  No.  15,  and  Wor.  Bro.  John  M.  Eddy, 
of  Temple  Lodge,  No.  18,  receive  the  degree  of  Past  Master, 
and  are  each  seated  in  the  Oriental  Chair." 

This  occasion  of  the  formal  re-establishment  of  Temple 
Lodge,  under  such  auspicious  conditions,  was  a  day  of  special 
satisfaction  to  the  older  members  of  the  Fraternity  who  re- 
membered the  trials  of  the  past,  and  were  exercised  with  a 
grateful  feeling  as  they  noticed  the  many  evidences  that  Free- 
masonry, which,  only  a  few  years  previously,  had  been  so  gener- 
ally spoken  against,  was  now  regarded  with  a  generous  measure 
of  popular  favor.  All  the  brethren  shared  in  a  glad  and  hopeful 
feeling. 

Temple  Lodge  was  favored  with  a  good  measure  of  prosper- 
ity. Its  first  returns  to  Grand  Lodge,  1867,  showed  that  twenty- 
one  candidates  had  been  made  Masons  under  its  sanction 
during  the  year  covered  by  that  report.  The  following  named 
brethren  were  officers  during  the  first  year  of  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  Lodge:  John  M.  Eddy,  \V.  M.;  George  A.  Smith, 
S.  W.;  Lorenzo  M.  Bailey,  J.  W.;  Joseph  C.  Medbury,  Treas.; 
Jerome  Burlingame,  Sec'y.;  William  Blanchard,  S.  D.;  Daniel 
Gorey,  J.  D.;  Seth  H.  Steere,  S.  S.;  Michael  S.  Aldrich,  J.  S.; 
Rev.  Benj.  H.  Chace,  Chaplain;  Ethan  C.  Horton,  Marshal; 
Lorenzo  Mowry,  Tyler. 

The  career  of  Temple  Lodge,  No.  iS,  from  the  time  of  its  re- 
organization to  the  date  of  the  centennial  celebration  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  in  1S91,  has  been  attended  by  manifold  signs  of 
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influence  and  increasing  usefulness.  Its  prosperity  has  been  well 
deserved.  It  has  had  some  adverse  conditions  to  contend  with, 
but  these  have  been  met  and  measurably  overcome  by  the  exer- 
cise of  a  Masonic  spirit  of  faith  and  stedfastness  on  the  part  of 
its  members.  The  number  of  members  as  reported  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  189 1,  was  sixty-five;  and  the  officers  of  the  Lodge,  as 
named  in  the  returns  included  in  the  Grand  Secretary's  report 
of  that  year,  were  as  follows: 

Henry  S.  Turner  W.  M.     Thomas  \Y.  D.  Simmons  J.  D. 

Clarence  Mathewson  S.  \Y.      Henry  G.  Harris  S.  S. 

\V.\  William  A.  Thirber..J.  \Y.       Elisha  A.  Winsor  J.  S. 

VW.  Ethan  C.  Thornton.  .  .Treas.      W.\  Walter  J.  Smith  Mar. 

R.  S.  Mowry  Sec'y.       Charles  O.  Boss  Sent. 

W.\  Franklin  S.  Mowry.  .  .Chap.      Job  Belknap  Tyler. 

Thomas  F.  Harris  S.  D. 
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LAFAYETTE  LODGE,  No.  19,  CUMBERLAND. 


This  Lodge,  organized  in  1825,  hail  but  a 
brief  existence;  for,  although  its  name 
was  borne  upon  the  list  of  Lodges  alle- 
giant  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Is- 
land at  as  late  a  date  as  1848,  its  active 
career  may  be  said  to  have  virtually  ter- 
minated shortly  after  the  advent  of  the 
Anti-Masonic  era. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Record 
Book  of  the  Lodge,  now  in  possession  of  the  Grand  Secretary 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  shows  the  preliminary 
steps  taken  in  the  organizing  of  Lafayette  Lodge.  The  state- 
ment herewith  cited  appears  under  date  of  August  31,  1825. 

"  This  clay  a  number  of  brethren  of  the  Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  convened  at  the  hall  of  Bro.  Otis  Mason,  Cumberland,  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  new  Lodge  to  be  located  at  or  near  the  dwelling 
house  of  lirother  <  >tis  Mason." 

The  record  sets  forth  the  action  taken,  sixteen  brethren  being 
present;  Bro.  Oliver  Harris  was  called  to  the  Chair  and  Bro. 
Jesse  Whiting  was  chosen  Secretary.  It  was  decided  to  form  a 
new  Lodge,  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  Lafayette,  and  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  secure  signatures  to  a  petition  for  a 
Dispensation.  The  petition  named  Oliver  Harris  for  Wor.  Mas- 
ter; Joseph  Whipple,  3d,  S.  W.;  and  George  Ellis,  J.  W.  The 
petition,  approved  by  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  was  duly  presented 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  having  jurisdiction,  at  a  special  meeting  of 
that  body  held  October  25,  1835,  at  which  time  the  following 
action  was  taken  as  shown  by  the  Grand  Secretary's  record: 

"  A  petition  was  presented  from  a  number  of  brethren  in  town  of  Cumber- 
land, praying  this  Grand  Lodge  to  grant  them  a  Dispensation  to  forma  new 
Lodge  to  be  called  Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  19:  and  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred,  it  was  voted,  the  prayer  of  said  petition- 
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ers  be  granted  by  paying  Grand  Lodge  seventy-five  dollars,  and  the  expense  of 
this  special  Grand  Lodge." 

Subsequent  action  was  taken,  viz. : 

"  Voted,  The  expenses  of  this  evening  be  paid  from  the  fund  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  that  the  same  be  remitted  from  the  petitioners." 

Lafayette  Lodge  was  organized  with  but  little  delay;  a  Code 
of  By-Laws  was  adopted,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  con- 
ferring of  the  degrees  in  due  form.  Bro.  Otis  Mason  was  chosen 
Secretary.  The  meeings  of  the  Lodge  continued  to  be  held 
at  his  hall  for  a  period  of  several  months.  Six  candidates  were 
initiated  at  a  meeting  held  Nov.  22,  1825. 

The  members  of  the  newly  formed  Lodge,  being  desirous  of 
having  a  Masonic  home,  took  action,  as  early  as  March  1,  1826, 
looking  to  the  erection  of  a  hall.  On  the  date  named  they 
voted  to  build  a  hall  at  a  cost  of  $600,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  carry  forward  the  enterprise.  The  hall  was  completed 
and  made  ready  for  use  October  5,  1826,  on  which  date  Lafay- 
ette Lodge,  No.  19,  was  formally  constituted  and  its  officers 
installed,  under  direction  of  Grand  Master  Richard  Anthony, 
the  Grand  Lodge  having  authorized  the  issue  of  a  Charter  at  its 
annual  communication,  held  in  Providence,  June  26,  1826.  A 
civil  Charter  was  obtained  from  the  General  Assembly  the  fol- 
lowing year. 

The  new  Lodge  was  active  and  prosperous  during  the  first 
years  of  its  establishment.  In  1828,  St.  John  the  Baptist's  Day, 
June  24,  was  celebrated  at  Cumberland  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Body  having  been  invited  by  La- 
fayette Lodge  to  hold  its  Festival  Communication  in  the.  Ma- 
sonic Hall  at  Cumberland.  The  new  hall  was  dedicated  on  this 
occasion.  The  record  states  that  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
persons  were  present  at  the  ceremonies  and  banquet. 

Meetings  of  the  Lodge  appear  to  have  been  held  with  regu- 
larity, until  December  30,  1830,  from  which  date  forward,  until 
July  8,  183 1,  there  is  a  break  in  the  record.  On  the  last  named 
date  the  Lodge  was  convened  to  act  upon  the  Address  which 
had  recently  be£n  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island 
in  response  to  the  false  allegations  of  Anti-Masons.  The  Ad- 
dress was  approved  "in  spirit  and  sentiment,"  by  the  members 
of  Lafayette  Lodge.    Notwithstanding  the  loyalty  to  the  Ma- 


Digitized  by  Google 


518  MASONIC  LODGES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 

sonic  Institution,  which  was  thus  expressed,  the  declining  con- 
dition of  the  Lodge  soon  became  evident,  together  with  its  want 
of  ability  to  successfully  resist  the  adverse  influences  to  which 
it  was  subjected.  It  had  a  "  name  to  live  by  "  for  a  number  of 
years,  but  it  was  never  able  to  surmount  the  difficulties  that  be- 
set its  way  and  so  renew  its  former  condition  of  activity  and 
usefulness. 

The  Grand  Lodge  Records  show  that  the  Lodge  was  repre- 
sented in  Grand  Lodge  from  its  establishment  in  1826  to  1835 — 
that  it  was  unrepresented  in  1836  and  1837 — that  it  was  again 
represented  in  the  annual  communications  of  1838-39,  and  1840. 
At  the  quarterly  communication  of  Grand  Lodge,  held  Septem- 
ber 25,  1843,  a  vote  was  passed  declaring  the  Charter  of  Lafay- 
ette Lodge  forfeited,  and  the  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  James 
Hutchison,  was  instructed  to  demand  said  Charter,  records  and 
other  property  of  the  Lodge.  *The  end  did  not  come  at  that 
time,  however,  for  the  brethren  of  Lafayette  Lodge  made  ex- 
planations, etc.,  and  the  Charter  was  not  called  in  by  the  Grand 
Secretary  as  it  might  have  been.  It  was  not  until  August  28, 
1848,  that  final  proceedings  were  taken,  and  a  committee  of 
Grand  Lodge  was  appointed  to  wind  up  the  affairs  of  Lafayette 
Lodge.  This  committee  reported  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  on  May 
28,  1849,  that  the  brethren  of  Lafayette  Lodge  had  relinquished 
all  intentions  of  maintaining  their  Lodge  existence,  and  had 
cheerfully  surrendered  to  the  committee  their  Charter,  books, 
etc.,  thus  bringing  about  the  accomplishment  of  the  result  pur- 
posed by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

There  were  difficulties  attending  the  winding  up  of  the  affairs 
of  Lafayette  Lodge  and  the  settlement  of  various  financial 
claims  and  interests.  The  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  date  last 
named,  appointed  a  committee  to  aid  in  the  settlement  of  all 
claims,  etc. ;  but  no  report  of  that  committee  appears,  and  no 
further  mention  is  made  of  Lafayette  Lodge  in  the  Records  of 
Grand  Lodge. 

As  already  stated  Oliver  Harris  was  the  first  Master  of  Lafay- 
ette Lodge,  holding  office  in  1825  and  '26.  Joseph  Whipple  was 
elected  his  successor,  November  14,  1826.  Joseph  Jacobs  was 
chosen  Wor.  Master,  November  27,  1827,  and  continued  to  hold 
the  office  through  the  Anti-Masonic  times.  In  1844  Joseph 
Whipple  again  appears  as  Master,  and  in  1S45  Willard  Grant  is 
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thus  designated,  although  there  is  no  record  of  their  having 
been  elected  in  due  and  regular  form. 

The  history  of  Lafayette  Lodge,  like  that  of  Evening  Star, 
is  suggestive  in  many  respects.  It  shows  the  disappointment  of 
confident  expectations  by  reason  of  unforeseen  obstacles. 

The  brethren  who  established  the  two  Lodges  just  named  had 
no  thought  of  the  impending  storm.  Everything  was  favorable 
to  Masonic  prosperity  when  these  Lodges  were  constituted;  but 
soon  there  came  a  change  of  feeling  in  the  community  respect- 
ing Freemasonry — a  loss  of  prestige  and  influence  on  the  part 
of  the  Fraternity,  and  a  consequent  reduction  in  the  member- 
ship of  Lodges  and  in  their  resources.  It  is  no  cause  of  sur- 
prise, that  weak  Lodges,  whose  organic  life  covered  but  a  few 
years,  were  unable  to  maintain  their  existence  under  the  adverse 
conditions  noted. 
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FRANKLIN  LODGE,  No.  20,  WESTERLY. 


The  Editor  finds  much  of  the  material 
for  this  historic  sketch  in  an  address- 
given  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Babcock,  on  the 
occasion  of  celebrating  the  25th  Anni- 
versary of  the  institution  of  Franklin 
Lodge.     From  other  sources,  how- 
ever, additional  information  has  been 
obtained.    At  a  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  held  in  Provi- 
dence, November  24,  1856,  a  petition 
was  presented  asking  for  a  Dispensa- 
tion to  form  a  new  Masonic  Lodge 
in  Westerly,  to  be  named  "F'ranklin  Lodge,  No.  20."  The 
petitioners  nominated  and  recommended  Bro.  James  H.  Hoyt 
to  be  the  first  Master;  Bro.  Stanton  Hazard  to  be  the  Senior 
Warden,  and  Bro.  Henry  C.  Farnum  to  be  the  Junior  Warden. 
The  petition  was  granted,  and  the  brethren  assembled  as  a 
Lodge  for  the  first  time  December  30,  1856.    They  met  in  the 
old  Academy  Building  on  Union  street.    The  Grand  Master  of 
the  jurisdictron,  Oliver  Johnson,  and  four  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  were  present.    The  first  degree  was  conferred  that  eve- 
ning on  John  Hazard,  Augustus  J.  Foster,  James  Mac  Donald, 
and  William  Potter,  Jr.,  and  Francis  Marriott  was  Raised  to 
the  Sublime  Degree  of  a  Master  Mason,  he  having  received  the 
first  two  degrees  in  another  Lodge.    The  Lodge  applied  for  a 
charter  at  the  annual  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  1857,  and 
the  same  was  duly  granted.    During  the  first  six  months  of  its 
existence  the  Lodge  acquired  a  membership  of  20,  and  was 
fairly  launched  upon  that  successful  career  in  which,  since  that 
day,  it  has  steadily  gone  forward. 

Bro.  James  H.  Hoyt  continued  as  Master  of  the  Lodge  until 
July  8,  1857,  when  the  Charter  was  received,  and  an  election 
held  under  it,  and  Bro.  Stanton  Hazard  was  called  by  the  breth- 
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ren  to  assume  the  East.  During  the  year  and  a  half  of  Bro. 
Hazard's  administration,  nineteen  candidates  were  Initiated, 
Passed  and  Raised.  At  that  time  the  population  of  Westerly 
was  only  about  three  thousand. 

In  the  year  following,  1859,  some  difference  of  opinion  was 
shown  in  the  election  of  officers.  A  brother  was  elected  Mas- 
ter who  had  never  served  as  Warden.  The  minority  claimed 
his  election  to  b  illegal  and  contrary  to  the  ancient  charges 
and  regulations;  but  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
who  presided  at  the  election,  installed  the  brother  so  elected 
with  the  other  officers,  declaring  that  "  there  was  nothing  irreg- 
ular or  illegal  in  the  transaction.  The  Grand  Master  had  the 
power  and  authority  to  set  the  matter  right."  The  minority  of 
the  Lodge  appealed  to  the  Grand  Lodge  but  were  unable  to 
obtain  the  removal  of  the  brother  so  elected.  So  tenacious 
were  they,  however,  in  their  efforts,  that  they  petitioned  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  next  quarterly  communication,  held  about 
one  month  after  the  election,  for  a  Dispensation  to  establish  a 
new  Lodge  in  the  town  of  Westerly,  to  be  called  "  Ancient 
Landmark  Lodge."  The  petitioners  were  given  leave  to  with- 
draw, and  a  committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  appointed  to 
visit  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  20,  and  endeavor  to  settle  the  diffi- 
culties existing  in  that  body.  The  committee  so  appointed 
made  a  visit  to  Franklin  Lodge,  and  reported  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  that  they  had  been  unable  to  settle  the  existing  differ- 
ences. The  committee  closed  their  report  by  recommending 
the  adoption  of  a  resolution  declaring  the  election  of  the  Wor. 
'  Master  of  Franklin  Lodge  to  be  in  conformity  with  the  practice 

of  this  jurisdiction  for  a  long  term  of  years,  and  that  there  was 
no  good  and  sufficient  reason  why  the  practice  should,  at  the 
present  time,  be  departed  from,  or  the  said  election  be  set  aside. 
This  resolution  was  promptly  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 
While  the  brother  to  whom  the  objection  was  made  on  the 
ground  stated,  held  the  office  of  Wor.  Master,  only  two  petitioners 
received  a  clear  ballot.  In  i860  his  successor  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  Wor.  Master  in  the  midst  of  the  tur- 
moil which  had  prevailed  during  the  entire  year  preceding. 
One  brother  had  been  expelled,  meanwhile,  and'  a  protest 
against  the  expulsion  had  been  sent  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  which 
body  ordered  him  to  be  restored  to  his  former  standing  in 
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Franklin  Lodge.  The  Grand  Lodge  further  directed  that  its 
subordinate  should  rescind  the  vote  of  expulsion  passed  June 
15,  1859.  This  action  of  the  Grand  Body  caused  a  number  of 
members  of  Franklin  Lodge  to  withdraw  from  the  organization. 
Some  of  the  brethren  thus  withdrawing  affiliated  with  Asylum 
Lodge,  No.  57,  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  afterwards  became  Char- 
ter members  of  Pawcatuck  Lodge,  No.  90,  Pawcatuck,  which 
for  a  number  of  years  held  its  meetings  in  the  same  hall 
with  Franklin  Lodge,  with  nothing  but  kindly  and  fraternal 
feelings  animating  the  members  of  both  bodies;  some  questions 
of  jurisdiction,  however,  naturally  grew  up  between  the  two 
bodies  of  different  jurisdictions  thus  closely  associated.  A  divi- 
sion of  sentiment  as  to  matters  of  authority  in  conducting  the 
affairs  of  the  Lodge  prevailed.  Members  who  had  withdrawn, 
held  a  strong  feeling  of  dislike  to  Franklin  Lodge,  while  breth- 
ren remaining,  were  strong  in  their  allegiance,  and  cheerfully 
contributed  to  its  support.  Without  dues  or  assessments,  and 
when  no  work  was  being  done,  the  grievances  of  the  dissatis- 
fied brethren  became  so  pronounced,  and  was  so  much  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  public,  as  to  cause  Grand  Master  Ariel 
Ballou,  under  date  of  September  21,  1861,  to  issue  the  following 
edict: 

"  Know  Ye,  That  by  authority  in  us  vested  the  Masons  and  Lodges  of  Masons, 
within  our  jurisdiction,  and  particularly  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  20,  its  members, 
and  the  Masons  resident  within  its  jurisdiction,  are  hereby  forbidden  to  appeal 
to  the  public,  or  to  individuals  not  Masons,  either  orally,  or  through  the  public 
press,  or  in  any  other  manner,  on  any  question  or  matter  affecting  the  Masonic 
character,  standing,  or  good  name,  of  any  brother,  or  body  of  brethren,  of  a 
constitution  and  polity  of  the  Fraternity." 

This  action  by  the  Grand  Master  seems  to  have  had  the  de- 
sired effect,  and  the  extraordinary  state  of  affairs  which  made 
it  necessary,  became  so  far  modified,  that  open  hostility  from 
that  time  ceased.  During  the  year  1862  four  members  were 
added  to  the  Lodge. 

On  January  17,  1863,  Bro.  Stillman  was  re-elected  Wor.  Mas- 
ter. He  petitioned  the  Grand  Master  of  Rhode  Island  for 
advice  in  regard  to  the  protection  of  the  members  of  his  Lodge, 
and  in  regard  to  some  means  of  redress  for  the  great  injustice 
which  had  been  done  them  by  Asylum  Lodge.  After  a  consid- 
erable correspondence  between  the  Grand  Masters  of  Rhcde 
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Island  and  Connecticut,  respectively,  the  matter  was  finally 
adjudicated  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  parties.  The  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island,  at  the  same  annual  session 
of  Grand  Lodge,  held  November  30,  1863,  said: 

"  Through  the  published  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut, 
we  learn  that  the  doings  of  Asylum  Lodge,  No.  57,  in  suspending  certain  breth- 
ren, members  of  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  20,  have  been  revoked  and  rendered  null 
and  void." 

This  seems  to  have  ended  the  controversy,  so  far  as  any  offi- 
cial interposition  was  concerned,  which  began  on  the  eve  of  the 
annual  election  in  1859.  Evidently  the  minority  at  that  time, 
who  protested  so  strongly  against  the  election  and  installation 
of  the  Master,  were  sincere  in  their  belief  that  to  do  this  in- 
volved a  radical  departure  from  the  ancient  rules.  When  they 
were  overruled,  their  allegiance  to  the  Lodge  and  their  loyalty 
to  Masonry  remained  unshaken;  better  counsels  now  prevailed, 
and  the  Lodge  entered  upon  a  career  of  prosperity.  It  gained 
largely  in  its  membership  and  resources  during  the  years  next 
following.  Bro.  Thomas  V.  Stillman  held  the  office  of  Wor. 
Master  for  four  years  of  rapid  growth,  when  many  candidates 
were  knocking  at  the  doors  of  the  Lodge  for  admission,  and 
much  hard  work  was  required  in  the  rendering  of  ceremonies 
and  the  general  administration  of  affairs.  During  the  time  of 
his  services  as  Master  of  the  Lodge,  the  Record  shows  that  he 
Initiated,  Passed  and  Raised  54  candidates.  The  years  next 
following  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  brought  a  large  increase  of 
membership.  The  officers  and  members  were  called  to  special 
activities,  and  they  did  not  fail  to  respond  to  such  demands. 
Not  all  who  applied  for  the  degrees  were  accepted.  The  growth 
of  the  Lodge  was  very  rapid  from  1864  to  1869;  yet  during 
these  years  fifty-two  petitions  for  the  Degrees  of  Freemasonry 
were  rejected  by  this  Lodge.  From  the  beginning  of  its  organic 
life  until  now,  Franklin  Lodge  has  had  the  support  and  intelli- 
gent direction  of  many  devoted  members.  Among  these  Wor. 
Masters  have  been  well  known  and  popular  Craftsmen,  accom- 
plished in  the  Ritualist  Degrees,  and  active  workers  wherever 
their  services  were  required.  Many  of  these  leaders  and  teach- 
ers contributed  greatly  toward  the  future  growth  and  prosperity 
of  the  body,  and  to-day  deservedly  enjoy  the  confidence  and 
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respect  of  the  members  of  the  Lodge  wherein  their  faithful 
labors  have  been  so  frequently  witnessed.  Among  these  prom- 
inent members  mention  may  be  made  of  Bro.  Thomas  Vincent, 
of  whom  a  biographical  sketch  appears  on  other  pages  of  this 
volume.  Bro.  Vincent  was  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode 
Island  during  the  years  1881-82.  In  the  later  years  covered  by 
this  sketch  Franklin  Lodge  has  made  gratifying  gains  in  num- 
bers and  in  resources.  Its  affairs  have  been  well  managed,  and 
much  deserved  prosperity  has  been  the  result.  At  the  time  of 
this  writing  the  Lodge  is  more  favorably  situated  for  work  and 
for  Masonic  fellowship  than  ever  before.  The  membership  of 
the  Lodge  as  reported  in  1891,  was  189.  The  officers  of  the 
Lodge  for  that  year  were  as  follows: 


Robert  D.  Barr  \Y.  M. 

Walter  S.  Lkc.atk  S.  \V. 

William  K.  Stockwkli  J.  W. 

R.\  W.\  A.  H.  Spickr  Treas. 

Edward  H.  Barcock  Sec  y. 

Rkv.  William  M.  Groton.  .  .Chap. 

EVERETT  A.  CODLIN  S.  D. 


Byron  D.  Green  J.  D. 

Benjamin  York   S.  S. 

Frank  Baldi  J.  S. 

W.  .  B.  Cm  hi  Bkvm.ky  Mar. 

GeorciK  F.  Wei  ls  Sent. 

ALBERT  R.  ClIAMI'LIN  M.  D. 

W.  \  Thomas  V.  Stillman — Tyler. 


Digitized  by  Google 


KPKXCKR  B,  IKil'KIN's 


MASONIC  LODGES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND.  525 


WHAT  CHEER  LODGE,  No.  21,  PROVIDENCE. 


The  following  sketch  of  this  prominent 
Lodge  is  furnished  by  Wor.  Bro.  Joshua 
M.  Addeman.  The  editor  has  but 
slightly  condensed  the  paper  placed  in 
his  hands  by  the  member  furnishing 
the  sketch.  What  Cheer  Lodge  may 
justly  be  regarded  as  an  outgrowth  of 
the  Centennial  celebration  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  No.  i,  Providence,  on  June  24, 
1857.  That  celebration  served  to  in- 
spire the  brethren  with  greater  zeal  for  the  development  of  the 
benevolent  capabilities  of  Freemasonry.  At  that  time  there 
were  but  two  Lodges  in  Providence;  St.  John's,  with  180 
members,  and  Mt.  Vernon,  No.  4,  with  176  members.  The 
opportunity  for  the  formation  of  a  third  Lodge  seemed  specially 
favorable. 

The  first  informal  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  new 
Lodge  was  held  at  the  office  of  Bro.  Clifton  A.  Hall,  No.  10, 
Franklin  House,  July  7,  1857.  At  this  meeting  there  were  pres- 
ent: Bros.  Jerome  B.  Borden,  Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge, 
Providence,  Absalom  P.  King,  George  Amsden,  Russel  A.  Den- 
ison,  Lyman  Klapp,  Edward  Hooker,  William  B.  Blanding  and 
Clifton  A.  Hall.  Bro.  Borden  was  chosen  Chairman  and  Bro. 
Hall,  Secretary.    The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

"  fit-solved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  form  a  new  Lodge  of  Masons  in  the  city 
of  Providence,  and  that  we  proceed  to  petition  the  Grand  Lodge  for  a  Dispensa- 
tion allowing  us  to  work  as  a  Subordinate  Lodge." 

On  the  question  of  the  name  of  the  new  Lodge  Bro.  Hooker 
proposed  St.  Andrew's,  but  the  name  of  What  Cheer  was  unani- 
mously adopted  on  the  motion  of  Bro.  Blanding.  The  sugges- 
tion of  Bro.  Hooker  has,  however,  been  so  far  followed,  that 
the  annual  meeting  has  always  been  held  on  St.  Andrew's  Hay, 
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(November  30,)  except  when  the  day  of  the  week  happened  to 
be  Saturday  or  Sunday. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  held  August  31,  1857,  a 
petition  was  received  for  a  new  Lodge  to  be  located  in  Provi- 
dence, and  called  "What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21;"  and  a  vote 
was  passed,  granting  a  Dispensation  to  the  petitioners  to  form 
and  open  a  new  Lodge  to  be  called  "What  Cheer  Lodge,  No. 
21;"  such  Dispensation  to  continue  in  force  until  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  first  regular  communication  of 
the  new  Masonic  body  thus  authorized,  was  held  in  What  Cheer 
building,  Providence,  on  Tuesday  evening,  September  1,  1857, 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  under  the  afore-mentioned  Dis- 
pensation. There  were  present  at  that  time  the  following 
named  officers:  William  B.  Blanding,  Wor.  Master;  Lyman 
Klapp,  Senior  Warden;  Roberts.  Fielden,  Junior  Warden;  Ab- 
salom P.  King,  Treasurer;  Edward  Hooker,  Secretary;  Sylva- 
nus  Tingley,  Senior  Deacon;  Samuel  L.  Blaisdell,  Junior  Dea- 
con; also,  the  following  brethren:  Clifton  A.  Hall,  George  W. 
Barker,  Richmond  Jones,  Jr.,  Thomas  H.  Barton,  Jerome  B. 
Borden,  George  P.  Baker,  Thomas  Taylor,  Henry  T.  Brown, 
George  Amsden,  Dana  P.  Colbum,  William  Hicks  and  John 
Shepley.  Also,  M.  Wor.  James  Hutchison,  Grand  Master,  and 
Bros.  Charles  E.  Dayton,  Orlando  S.  Robinson,  William  G. 
Aldrich  of  Suffolk  Lodge,  No.  401,  New  York;  Gardiner  T. 
Swarts  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  and  Ezra  S.  Dodge,  S.  W.  of  Mount 
Vernon  Lodge. 

The  M.  Wor.  Grand  Master  obligated  the  officers  to  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  their  duties.  The  remaining  offices  were 
filled  by  the  appointment  of  the  following  brethren:  Bros. 
Henry  T.  Brown,  Richmond  Jones,  Jr.,  Stewards;  Rev.  Bro. 
Daniel  Leach,  Chaplain;  Bro.  Clifton  A.  Hall,  Marshal;  Bro. 
Thomas  H.  Barton,  Sentinel;  Bro.  E.  B.  White,  Tyler. 

The  first  work  of  the  new  Lodge  appears  in  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  records  of  the  regular  communication  held  Octo- 
ber 6,  1857: 

"An  Kntercd  Apprentice  Lodge  was  then  opened  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
fcring  the  Kntercd  Apprentice  I  >egree.  Mr.  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  having  paid 
the  required  fee  and  been  duly  prepared  was  then  made  a  Mason  in  ancient  form. 
Messrs.  1-enner  II.  I'eckham  and  William  A.  Johnson,  having  paid  the  required 
fees,  and  being  duly  prepared,  were  then  each  made  Masons  in  ancient  form." 
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To  the  brethren  of  the  Lodge  it  is  a  matter  of  great  gratifi- 
cation that  the  first  candidate  for  the  degrees  should  in  time 
have  reached  the  well  merited  honor  of  Grand  Master  of  Ma- 
sons of  the  State,  and  of  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Massachusets  and  Rhode  Island. 

The  Dispensation  under  which  the  Lodge  was  acting  having 
been  made  operative  only  until  the  quarterly  communication  of 
Grand  Lodge,  appointed  for  November  30,  1857,  it  was  voted 
by  What  Cheer  Lodge  "  to  return  their  Dispensation,  present 
their  By-Laws  for  examination,  make  report  of  their  doings,  and 
ask  of  the  Grand  Lodge  a  Charter,  if  their  work  and  By-Laws 
are  correct  and  approved  of." 

The  returns  for  the  brief  period  that  the  Lodge  worked  under 
the  authority  of  the  Dispensation,  showed  four  petitions  re- 
ceived; three  candidates  Initiated,  Passed  and  Raised,  with  the 
fees  for  the  same  duly  paid. 

The  committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  reported  favorably  upon 
Records  and  By-Laws  of  What  Cheer  Lodge  as  presented,  and 
recommended  that  a  Charter  be  issued  as  desired.  The  Grand 
Secretary  was  ordered  to  execute  and  issue  a  Charter  as  soon  as 
convenient. 

On  the  eve  of  November  30,  1857,  that  being  St.  Andrew's 
Day,  the  first  annual  communication  of  the  Lodge,  and  its  first 
communication  under  Charter,  was  held. 

The  following  brethren  were  elected  officers :  William  B. 
Blanding,  W.  Master;  Lyman  Klapp,  Senior  Warden;  Richmond 
Jones,  Jr.,  Junior  Warden;  Absalom  P.  King,  Treasurer;  Edward 
Hooker,  Secretary;  Sylvanus  Tingley,  Senior  Deacon;  Samuel 
L.  Blaisdell,  Junior  Deacon;  Henry  T.  Brown,  Senior  Steward; 
John  J.  Jencks,  Junior  Steward;  Rev.  Daniel  Leach,  Chaplain; 
Albert  C.  Eddy,  Marshal;  Thomas  H.  Barton,  Sentinel;  E.  B. 
White,  Tyler. 

The  Lodge  was  duly  constituted  and  the  officers  duly  installed, 
February  2,  1858.  The  attendance  was  very  large,  including 
many  ladies,  and  numerous  prominent  citizens.  The  officers  of 
Grand  Lodge,  Bro.  Hutchison  being  Grand  Master,  conducted 
the  services  with  impressive  effect,  aided  by  fine  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music,  a  feature  which  What  Cheer  Lodge  has  always 
made  effective  in  its  gatherings.  Grand  Master  Hutchison  in 
his  address  to  Grand  Lodge,  delivered  May  31,  1858,  referring 
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to  the  consecration  of  the  new  Lodge,  said:  "  From  the  char- 
acter of  the  brethren  composing  this  new  Lodge,  our  highest 
expectations  of  its  usefulness  are  fast  being  realized.  It  is  in 
a  prosperous  condition,  and  its  work  compares  well  with  the 
best  of  our  older  Lodges." 

The  Lodge  was  now  fairly  launched  on  a  prosperous  career. 
Starting  with  28  Charter  members  its  first  return  to  Grand 
Lodge,  for  1857,  showed  an  increase  to  37;  and  its  second  re- 
turn, made  the  year  following,  showed  a  membership  of  46. 
The  next  year  (1859)  it  gained  20  members;  in  i860,  23  mem- 
bers, and  in  1861,  21  members,  the  total  membership  then  being 
returned  as  110.  During  the  period  of  the  Civil  War,  terminat- 
ing October,  1865,  the  membership  increased  to  230. 

The  obvious  advantages  of  Masonry  to  one  who  was  exposed 
to  the  dangers  and  vicissitudes  of  a  soldier's  life,  stimulated  the 
work  of  the  Lodges,  and  nearly  all  showed  a  decided  gain,  much 
of  which  may  be  attributed  to  this  cause.  In  those  trying 
times,  the  members  of  What  Cheer  Lodge  were  not  lacking  in 
patriotic  devotion.  On  its  rolls  are  the  names  of  upwards  of 
seventy-five  members  who  served  in  the  army  or  navy  during 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  some  of  them  winning  high  rank  and 
making  for  themselves  distinguished  names.  Nor  was  the 
Lodge  unmindful  of  them.  Though  far  away,  they  were  treated 
as  if  present,  as  the  following  extract  from  the  record  of  May 
3,  1861,  will  show: 

"On  motion,  voted,  That  while  the  Rhode  Island  troops  arc  absent  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  country,  the  name  of  each  member  of  this  Lodge  connected  with  the 
regiments  shall  he  entered  upon  the  record  at  each  communication  of  the  Lodge 
held  during  their  absence. 

Bros.  N.  Van  Slyck,  S.  W. ;  Chas.  R.  Dennis,  Mar.;  II.  T.  Sisson  and  Isaac 
Potter,  members  of  this  Lodge,  are  absent  in  the  service  of  the  United  States." 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  What  Cheer  Lodge  gained  rapidly  in 
membership,  the  time  of  greatest  activity  being  reached  in  the 
year  1870-71,  when  125  petitions  were  presented,  of  which  63 
were  rejected,  and  62  granted.  The  additions  were  considerably 
less  in  the  years  next  following,  on  account  of  the  financial  dis- 
turbances and  several  other  reasons.  The  numerical  increase 
was  also  affected  by  the  introduction  of  dues,  which  up  to  that 
time  were  practically  unknown  in  Rhode  Island.  The  fees  in 
What  Cheer  Lodge  were  originally  placed  at  §30,  afterwards  in- 
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creased  to  850;  again  increased  to  $75;  and  then  reduced  to 
$50;  at  which  rate  they  have  since  remained.  On  March  r, 
1876,  applications  for  the  degrees  having  so  materially  fallen  off, 
a  special  tax  of  $2.00  was  assessed,  and  on  November  24,  1876, 
a  by-law  was  adopted,  after  much  discussion,  imposing  annual 
dues  of  84.00,  which  law  has  continued  in  force  ever  since. 
The  system  of  dues  has  now  become  firmly  established,  and  few 
would  deem  it  desirable,  even  if  it  were  practicable,  to  return 
to  the  former  custom: 

It  may  be  justly  claimed  that  the  Lodge  was  never  in  a  more 
healthy  and  united  condition  than  at  present.  The  careful  atten- 
tion to  details  in  the  work  which,  as  before  remarked,  was  a 
special  purpose  of  its  founders,  is  faithfully  observed  by  their 
sOccessors;  the  instruction  of  candidates  is -never  neglected. 
The  impressive  arrangement  of  music,  previously  spoken  of  as 
always  an  effective  feature  of  the  meetings,  is  maintained  with 
constant  efforts  for  a  higher  standard  of  excellence.  To  no 
one  is  the  Lodge  more  indebted  in  this  respect  than  to  R.  W. 
Edwin  Baker,  who  from  1862  to  1885  was,  with  but  few  excep- 
tions, the  Musical  Director  of  the  Lodge,  either  appointed  or 
acting,  and  who  has  been  unceasing  in  his  efforts  to  develop 
and  improve  this  important  department  of  the  work.  In  addi- 
tion to  other  services,  always  freely  rendered,  R.  W.  Bro.  Baker 
has  also  for  fifteen  years,  consecutively,  and  with  great  accept- 
ance, filled  the  responsible  and  laborious  position  of  Secretary 
of  the  Lodge. 

The  semi-annual  communications  of  What  Cheer  Lodge  have 
always  been  occasions  of  special  interest.  The  first  of  these 
gatherings  was  held  June  1,  1858.  Originally  the  semi-annual 
occasions  were  held  at  the  homes  of  the  brethren;  but  soon 
the  increasing  membership  made  this  hospitality  impracticable, 
and  they  have  for  many  years  been  held  at  Masons  Hall. 

An  interesting  incident  in  the  early  history  of  this  Lodge  was 
the  procuring  of  two  ashlars  from  the  What  Cheer  Rock  so- 
called,  sometimes  also  called  Slate  Rock,  on  the  Seekonk  River, 
on  which  tradition  says  Roger  Williams  first  landed  when  seek- 
ing a  home  in  these  Plantations,  and  where  he  was  greeted  with 
the  Indian  salutation,  "What  cheer,  netop?"  These  ashlars 
were  procured  by  a  committee  appointed  April  27,  i860,  and 
were  set  up  in  time  for  the  semi-annual  communication  in  June 
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of  that  year.  They  are  still  in  use,  the  perfect  one  at  the  sta- 
tion of  the  Senior  Warden,  the  rough  one  at  the  Junior  Warden's. 
They  are  about  four  feet  high  and  one  foot  thick,  and  bear 
appropriate  inscriptions  in  gilt  letters.  They  are  of  historic 
interest  and  attracted  attention  at  the  time  of  their  erection  as 
being  the  first  public  monument  to  the  founder  of  our  State. 

Among  the  special  occasions  worthy  of  notice  in  the  history 
of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  reference  may  be  made  to  a  Lodge  of 
Sorrow,  held  in  City  Hall,  Providence,  November  26,  1869. 
This  service,  held  in  the  best  public  hall  of  Providence,  was  in 
memory  of  the  following  deceased  members:  Charles  E.  Baker, 
Francis  A.  Baker,  Henry  S.  Bartlett,  Isaac  Brown,  Jr.,  William 
A.  Brown,  Edward  H.  Chapman,  Dana  P.  Colburn,  Jesse  J. 
Davis,  William  Davis,  Robert  S.  Fielden,  Richmond  Jones,  Jn, 
Absalom  P.  King,  Charles  F.  Ladd,  Amos  Palmer,  Jared  W. 
Scovel,  George  Wilson,  Henry  H.  Wildman. 

The  exercises  were  profoundly  impressive,  and  held  the  close 
attention  of  the  audience,  which  completely  filled  the  hall.  It 
was  a  memorable  event  in  the  history  of  the  Lodge,  and  its  suc- 
cess was  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  Master  of  the  Lodge, 
Bro.  Edwin  Baker,  who  gave  to  every  detail  his  most  careful 
attention. 

What  Cheer  Lodge  has  made  a  special  feature  of  its  charity 
fund.  At  the  annual  election  a  committee  is  chosen  by  ballot, 
whose  duty  is  to  direct  the  investment  of  the  "What  Cheer 
Charity  Fund."  From  the  alms  deposited  at  each  regular  com- 
munication, and  from  the  prescribed  apportionment  of  the  fees 
received,  a  considerable  fund  has  accumulated,  the  income  of 
which  is  available  for  purposes  of  benevolence. 

What  Cheer  Lodge  has  had  varying  degrees  of  prosperity  dur- 
ing the  time  of  its  organic  life.  It  has  been  active  and  useful 
according  to  its  means  and  opportunities  during  this  time.  Its 
history  covers  only  a  third  of  the  Centennial  period  commem- 
orated in  1 89 1 ;  but  it  looks  back  over  a  generation  departed  as 
time  is  commonly  reckoned.  Only  a  few  of  the  names  of  its  Char- 
ter members  remain  on  the  roll;  but  happily  many  of  its  earlier 
members  still  survive  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labors,  and  to 
watch  its  growth  with  constantly  increasing  satisfaction.  It 
has  much  to  rejoice  over  in  a  review  of  the  past,  and  can  justly 
point  with  pride  to  its  membership  as  a  whole,  and  to  its  success 


Digitized  by  Google 


MASONIC  LODGES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 


531 


in  the  work  of  Freemasonry.  It  recounts  its  history  with  no 
feeling  of  regret  other  than  such  as  inevitably  arises  from  the 
shortcomings  of  all  human  endeavor.  It  seeks  wisely  to  im- 
prove the  present,  and  looks  forward  hopefully  and  courageously 
to  the  future. 

Its  membership,  as  reported  in  the  year  1891,  was  397.  Its 
list  of  officers  for  that  year,  the  following: 


Spencer  B.  Hopkins  \V.  M. 

Amos  B.  Bradley   S.  \V. 

James  E.  Potter  J.  W. 

Lory  J.  C.  Andrews  Treas. 

R.\  W.\  Edwin  Baker  Sec'y. 

Josiah  L.  Webster  Chap. 

Henry  \V.  Dunham,  Jr  S.  D. 


George  D.  Lansing  J.  D. 

John  C.  Ardern   S.  S. 

Isaac  S.  Chase  J.  S. 

Frank  E.  Ballou  Mar. 

George  V.  Rogers  Sent. 

Cyrus  Day  M.  D. 

Amon  R.  Thurston  Tyler. 


Digitized  by  Google 


532 


MASONIC  LODGES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 


EUREKA  LODGE,  No.  22,  PORTSMOUTH. 


The  movement  which  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  Eureka  Lodge,  No. 
22,  may  be  traced  to  the  influence  and 
activity  of  Rev.  Bro.  Geo.  W.  Che  vers, 
who  had  become  a  resident  of  Ports- 
mouth a  short  time  previous  to  the 
action  taken  looking  to  the  formation 
of  a  new  Masonic  Lodge  in  that  town. 
Bro.  Chevers  was  warmly  attached  to 
the  Masonic  institution,  well  versed  in 
its  laws  and  ritual,  and  by  reason  of 
his  qualifications  and  position  was  able 
to  lead  the  movement  in  which  he  became  so  heartily  interested 
to  the  desired  success. 

A  petition  for  a  new  Lodge  to  be  located  in  the  town  of 
Portsmouth,  to  be  called  Eureka  Lodge,  was  presented  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  a  Quarterly  session  of  that  Body  held  in  Provi- 
dence, August  27,  1S60. 

The  petition,  which  was  in  the  usual  form,  recommended  Rev. 
Geo.  W.  Chevers  to  be  the  first  Master,  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Hamlin  to 
be  the  first  Senior  Warden,  and  Benjamin  Tallman  to  be  the  first 
Junior  Warden  ;  and  it  was  signed  by  Bros.  George  W.  Chevers, 
George  M.  Hamlin,  Benjamin  Tallman,  William  E.  Cook,  Sam- 
uel Sisson,  Edward  M.  Spooner,  Samuel  Clark  and  Philip  B. 
Bourne.  The  petition  was  duly  recommended  by  the  nearest 
Lodge,  St.  Alban's,  Xo.  6,  of  Bristol.  Favorable  action  was 
taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  a  vote  was  passed  authorizing 
the  Grand  Master  to  issue  a  Dispensation-  as  desired  by  the 
petitioners. 

The  brethren  organized  under  the  Dispensation  received,  and 
proceeded  to  confer  the  degrees  on  a  number  of  candidates. 
The  first  meetings  of  Eureka  Kodge  were  held  in  the  hall  of 
St.  Alban's  Lodge,  the  last  named  Lodge  having  given  its  per- 
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mission,  and  the  sanction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  having  also  been 
obtained  for  such  temporary  use  of  the  hall  in  Bristol.  The 
brethren  of  the  newly  formed  Lodge  went  to  work  at  once  to 
obtain  a  hall  of  their  own,  and  were  soon  in  possession  of  pleas- 
ant and  convenient  Lodge  apartments  which  were  dedicated  to 
Masonic  uses  on  the  occasion  of  the  formal  constituting  of  the 
Lodge,  June  24,  1861. 

The  Charter  of  Eureka  Lodge,  No.  22,  was  voted  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  at  a  Quarterly  Communication  held  February  25, 
186 1,  on  recommendation  of  a  committee  consisting  of  Oliver 
Johnson,  James  Salsbury,  and  Charles  D.  Greene,  who  certified 
that  the  records  of  Eureka  Lodge  were  satisfactory,  the  By-laws 
in  accord  with  Masonic  rules,  and  that  other  required  conditions 
had  been  met.  The  Charter,  dated  February  25,  1861,  bears 
the  signatures  of  William  Gray,  Grand  Master;  Ariel  Ballou, 
Deputy  Grand  Master;  VVm.  P.  Bourne,  Grand  Senior  Warden; 
Wm.  B.  Blanding,  Grand  Junior  Warden,  and  Thomas  A.  Doyle, 
Grand  Secretary.  The  following  named  brethren  appear  as 
Charter  members:  Rev.  George  W.  Chevers,  Rev.  George  M. 
Hamlin,  Benjamin  Tallman,  Philip  B.  Chase,  Borden  Chase, 
Dr.  Benjamin  Greene,  John  Roberts,  George  B.  Anthony, 
Charles  G.  Thomas,  Benjamin  Green,  William  E.  Cook,  Wil- 
liam Barker,  Benjamin  Hall,  Joseph  Thomas,  Edward  F.  Dyer, 
William  P.  Mott,  Joseph  S.  Brown,  Edward  A.  Mott,  John  C. 
Mott,  John  H.  Cross,  Samuel  Sisson,  Samuel  Clark,  Edward 
M.  Spooner. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Lodge  and  the  dedication  of  its  new 
hall,  together  with  the  installation  of  the  officers  elected  by 
Eureka  Lodge,  took  place  on  June  24,  186 1.  The  Grand 
Lodge,  Ariel  Ballou,  Grand  Master,  was  convened  at  Ports- 
mouth on  that  date,  seven  Lodges  of  the  jurisdiction  being 
represented,  besides  many  visiting  brethren.  The  following  is 
an  extract  from  the  Grand  Lodge  records: 

"A  procession  of  the  Grand  Lodge  moved  to  hall  of  Eureka  Lodge,  where 
the  Master  elect,  Rev.  George  W.  Chevers,  having  been  inducted  into  the 
Oriental  Chair  in  due  form,  the  procession  then  moved  to  St.  Paul's  Church, 
where  the  ceremonies  of  Constitution  and  Installation  were  performed  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen." 

The  services  at  the  Church  included  musical  selections,  an 
34  1 
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oration  by  Bro.  William  Gilpin  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  the 
usual  ceremonies  prescribed  in  the  ritual  for  such  an  occasion. 
Following  the  exercises  at  St.  Paul's  Church  came  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  new  hall,  "according  to  ancient  form,"  to  Free- 
masonry, Virtue,  and  Universal  Benevolence. 

The  following  named  brethren  were  installed,  viz.:  W.\ 
George  W.  Che  vers,  Master;  Bros.  Benjamin  Tallman,  Senior 
Warden;  Dr.  Benjamin  Greene,  Junior  Warden;  Philip  B.  Chase, 
Treasurer;  Borden  Chase,  Secretary;  John  Roberts,  Senior  Dea- 
con; George  B.  Anthony,  Junior  Deacon;  Charles  G.  Thomas, 
Senior  Steward;  William  P.  Mott,  Junior  Steward;  Benjamin 
Greene,  Marshal;  Edward  P.  Mott,  Sentinel;  William  E.  Cook, 
Tyler. 

Eureka  Lodge,  obtained  a  civil  Charter,  under  the  general 
laws  of  the  State,  in  January,  1871.  Its  incorporators  were 
Edward  F.  Anthony,  William  P.  Mott,  Constant  C.  Chase, 
Philip  B.  Chase,  Frederick  Chase,  Charles  G.  Thomas,  Ben- 
jamin Tallman,  Jr.,  George  B.  Coggeshall,  George  Manchester, 
and  William  E.  Cook.  The  membership  of  the  Lodge  includes 
some  of  the  most  intelligent,  respectable  and  substantial  citizens 
of  the  town.  For  a  while  the  Lodge  gained  rapidly  in  member- 
ship, but  the  formation  of  other  societies  in  the  neighborhood 
checked  its  rapid  increase  in  numbers.  It  is,  however,  abun- 
dantly able  to  maintain  its  existence,  though  not  at  present 
growing  very  fast  in  membership.  It  owns  a  large  hall,  in  the 
upper  story  of  which  its  meetings  are  held,  the  lower  story  being 
rented  for  lectures,  religious  meetings  and  other  legitimate  pur- 
poses. Soon  after  its  organization,  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  was  organized  among  its  membership.  This  is  known 
as  Aquidneck  Chapter,  No.  9.  It  occupies  the  same  Lodge 
Room. 

Bro.  John  Roberts,  who  has  kindly  furnished  a  part  of  the 
material  for  the  historical  sketch  of  Eureka  Lodge,  here  pre- 
sented, sends  a  list  of  the  names  of  brothers  who  have  filled 
the  office  of  Wor.  Master  in  the  Lodge  from  the  time  of  its 
organization,  i860,  to  1891,  Centennial  year.  The  following  is 
the  list:  Rev.  George  W.  Chevers,  Benjamin  Tallman,  Dr. 
Benjamin  Greene,  Borden  Chase,  Philip  B.  Chase,  Edward  F. 
Anthony,  Benjamin  S.  Anthony,  Almerin  L.  Ackley,  John  Rob- 
erts, Charles  G.  Thomas,  Frederick  Chase,  Edward  F.  Dyer, 
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Lorenzo  D.  Tallman,  Charles  Carr,  Henry  C.  Anthony,  Colby 
C.  Mitchel. 

The  number  of  members  reported  in  1891  was  38.  The  offi- 
cers of  that  year  were  as  follows: 


Colby  C.  Mitchel  W.  M. 

\\V.  Charles  Carr   S.  W. 

\V.\  Henry  F.  Anthony... J.  W. 

\V.\  John  Roberts  Treas. 

\V.\  Philip  B.  Chase  Sec'y. 

W.\  Edward  F.  Anthony. Chap. 
\V.\  Benjamin  S.  Anthony.S.  D. 


W.\  Charles  G.  Thomas. ..J.  D. 
W.\  Henry  C.  Anthony. ..S.  S. 
W.".  Lorenzo  D.  Tallman.  .J.  S. 

Constant  C.  Chase  Mar. 

William  J.  Brightman  Sent. 

Edwin  R.  Short  Tyler. 
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CHARITY  LODGE,  No.  23,  HOPE  VALLEY. 


The  greater  portion  of  the  material  of 
the  following  sketch  was  furnished  by 
Bro.  Millen  S.  Greene,  a  member  of 
Charity  Lodge,  No.  23. 

Early  in  December,  1865,  seven  Master 
Masons,  members  of  different  Lodges, 
and  all  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  Hope 
Valley,  united  in  a  petition  to  the  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island, 
asking  for  a  Dispensation  to  form  a 
new  Lodge,  to  be  designated  "Charity 
Lodge,  No.  23,  Hope  Valley."  The 
request  of  the  petitioners  was  granted, 
and  the  desired  Dispensation  issued  by  Most  Wor.  Bro.  Thomas 
A.  Doyle,  Grand  Master,  who  appointed  Bro.  John  F.  Jencks 
first  Master  of  Charity  Lodge.  The  Dispensation  was  dated 
November  27,  1865. 

The  first  meeting  of  Charity  Lodge,  No.  23,  I*.  D.,  was  held 
December  28,  1865,  in  a  room  then  occupied  by  Mechanics 
Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows.  At  this  meeting  all  the  petitioners 
were  present.  The  Lodge  was  opened  in  due  form,  and  six  appli- 
cations for  the  degrees  were  received.  While  working  under 
Dispensation  the  Lodge  was  visited  by  Wor.  Bro.  Stillman 
White,  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  having  the  same  in 
charge,  who  made  a  report  to  Grand  Master.  Doyle,  which 
caused  him  to  recommend  the  granting  of  a  charter  to  the  new 
Lodge.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  May  21,  1866,  it 
was  voted  that  a  charter  be  granted  to  Charity  Lodge,  No.  23, 
and  the  Dispensation  continue  until  said  Lodge  is  duly  consti- 
tuted. 

On  Friday,  November  9,  1866,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  con- 
vened in  Barber's  Hall,  in  Locustville,  for  the  purpose  of 
Constituting,  Consecrating  and  Dedicating  Charity  Lodge,  No. 
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23,  and  installing  the  officers  of  said  Lodge.  Most  Wor.  Bro. 
Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Grand  Master,  presided  at  the  services,  and 
many  of  the  Grand  Officers  were  present  to  assist.  A  very  able 
sermon  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Bro.  George  S.  Alexander.  The 
exercises  were  public  and  were  attended  by  some  400  persons. 
After  the  close  of  the  exercises  the  brethren  and  their  friends 
gathered  about  the  tables  in  the  lower  hall,  where  a  bountiful 
collation  was  served. 

In  the  Fall  of  1867  a  larger  hall  was  fitted  up  in  John  G. 
Arnold's  new  block,  expressly  for  the  accommodation  of  Charity 
Lodge.  This  new  and  more  commodious  hall  was  formally 
dedicated  by  very  interesting  exercises  held  December  10,  1867. 
As  on  the  former  occasion,  when  the  Lodge  was  constituted,  so 
now,  the  exercises  of  dedication  were  public,  and  were  numer- 
ously attended.  As  illustrating  the  spirit  that  prevailed  at  that 
time  in  the  community  in  regard  to  Freemasonry,  it  is  worthy 
of  mention  that  the  ladies  presented  each  officer  with  appropri- 
ate new  regalias,  and  also  gave  a  set  of  alarms  for  the  Lodge 
room.  Besides  these  expressions  of  sympathy,  they  furnished 
refreshments  and  served  the  same  at  the  banquet.  The  village 
church  choir  also  rendered  acceptable  aid  on  the  occasion  of 
dedicating  the  new  hall.  In  this  hall,  January  1,  1874,  were 
commenced  a  series  of  New  Year's  Socials,  which  have  been 
regularly  held  ever  since.  These  occasions  of  social  intercourse 
have  been  largely  attended  by  the  families  of  Masons  and  others, 
and  have  been  the  means  of  doing  much  good  in  fostering  a 
favorable  regard  for  Freemasonry,  not  only  among  the  families 
of  Masons,  but  in  the  community  at  large.  As  the  villages  of 
Carolina,  Shannock,  and  Plainville,  are  included  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  Lodge,  and  as  many  active  members  reside  in  these 
villages,  the  Lodge  on  many  occasions  has  been  invited  to  hold 
the  New  Year's  Social  with  them,  and  has  been  quite  ready  to 
do  so.  In  the  winter  of  1877-8,  Wor.  Bro.  G.  E.  Greene  erected 
a  new  building  for  business  purposes.  The  second  story  was 
conveniently  fitted  up  and  leased  to  the  Lodge  for  a  term  of 
years;  the  possession  was  given  February  1,  1878.  The  Lodge 
has  occupied  this  home  ever  since;  it  was  never  formally  dedi- 
cated. The  rooms  are  large  and  commodious,  well  furnished, 
and  on  the  walls  are  hung  pictures  of  members  and  others, 
giving  to  the  hall  a  cheerful  and  home-like  appearance.  A 
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banquet  room  has  been  added  to  the  apartments  first  leased, 
and.  this  additional  hall  for  suppers  and  social  purposes  adds 
much  to  the  convenience  of  the  Lodge. 

Charity  Lodge  has  had  no  very  eventful  experiences,  but  has 
gone  forward  in  a  steady  and  pleasant  way,  fulfilling  the  objects 
for  which  a  Masonic  organization  is  supposed  to  exist.  It  has 
cultivated  peace  and  harmony  among  its  members,  and  sought 
to  extend  in  every  way  possible  the  benign  influences  of  Ma- 
sonic principles  and  teachings.  That  it  has  exercised  a  useful 
ministry  throughout  the  jurisdiction  cannot  be  questioned  by 
any  who  have  watched  its  course  with  attention.  The  following 
brethren  constitute  the  list  of  Past  Masters  in  Charity  Lodge, 
namely:  J.  F.  Jencks,  Jedediah  Witter,  Anson  Greene,  William 
R.  Whaley,  William  Buffington,  Elisha  P.  Clarke,  Millen  S. 
Greene,  G.  E.  Greene,  George  R.  Rice,  Fayette  Bennett,  Or- 
ville  Meserve,  Charles  S.  Nichols,  Samuel  A.  Gardiner,  Millard 
F.  Tucker.  All  the  brethren  included  in  the  foregoing  list  were 
living  at  the  time  when  this  sketch  was  prepared. 

The  total  membership  of  the  Lodge  as  reported  in  1891  was 
126.    The  officers  for  that  year  were  the  following: 


Mili.ard  F.  Ti  cker  W.  M. 

John  L.  Ken  yon  S.  \V. 

Whiting  Mf.tcalf  J.  W. 

As  ah  ei.  G.  Boss  Treas. 

James  S.  Phillips  Secy. 

Rev.  Stanton  Austin  Chap. 

WV.  Elisha  P.  Clarke  S.  D. 


Walter  E.  Browning  J.  D. 

Rowse  F.  Hoxie  S.  S. 

Simon  N.  Palmer  J.  S. 

R.\  W.\  Chas  S.  Nichols.  .Mar. 

Alvin  H.  Ecc  lesion  M.  D. 

George  W.  Ken  yon..  Tyler. 
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JENKS  LODGE,  No.  24,  CENTRAL  FALLS. 


This  Lodge,  instituted  in  1866,  observed 
its  25th  Anniversary  in  1891,  and  from 
the  historical  sketch  delivered  on  that 
occasion  by  Bro.  Fred.  E.  Phillips,  the 
material  for  the  following  narrative  is 
gathered. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1866  a 
number  of  brethren  residing  in  Central 
Falls  and  the  vicinity  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  would  be  for  their  con- 
venience, and  for  the  advancement  of 
Masonic  interests,  to  establish  a  Masonic 
Lodge  in  Central  Falls.  One  of  the  brethren  thus  interested, 
Bro.  Augustine  A.  Mann,  volunteered  to  draw  the  necessary 
petition,  and  after  obtaining  the  required  number  of  signa- 
tures, present  the  same  to  the  Grand  Master,  and  ask  for  a 
Dispensation  to  enable  the  brethren  to  form  a  Lodge,  to  be 
known  as  "Jenks  Lodge."  The  petition  thus  obtained  and 
presented  bore  the  signatures  of  thirty-eight  brethren,  whose 
names  appear  in  the  Charter,  namely:  W.  \  Nathan  P.  Towne, 
James  G.  Fales,  Oliver  H.  J.  Perry,  Stephen  A.  Jenks,  David 
G.  Fales,  James  H.  Andrew,  Alvin  F.  Jenks,  Augustine  A. 
Mann,  Edward  L.  Freeman,  George  H.  Dalton,  Albert  Frost, 
Joseph  Cobb,  Charles  H.  Baker,  John  A.  Peaslee,  David  L. 
Fales,  George  T.  Cummings,  John  F.  Adams,  Jabez  W.  Wil- 
marth,  Samuel  H.  Carney,  Horace  Daniels,  Hermon  H.  Allen, 
Edward  A.  Browne,  Erastus  E.  Lapham,  Robert  Robertson, 
George  H.  Miner,  George  F.  Crowningshield,  John  W.  Angell, 
Charles  A.  Fales,  Joseph  Carter,  Lysander  Flagg,  Edward  A. 
Patt,  George  A.  Pierce,  Abner  C.  Hunt,  Albert  Spencer,  George 
E.  Allen,  James  Babbitt,  Henry  A.  Stearns,  Israel  B.  Purinton. 

A  Dispensation  was  granted  under  date  of  May  1,  1866,  and 
under  the  authority  of  the  same  the  first  meeting  of  Jenks 
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Lodge  was  held  in  Engine  Hall,  May  8,  1866.  Bro.  John  \V. 
Angell  was  chosen  Secretary.  A  committee  on  By-Laws  was 
appointed,  and  subsequently  reported  a  code,  which  was  adopt- 
ed. At  a  meeting  of  the  Lodge,  held  May  14,  1866,  a  beautiful 
Bible  was  presented  to  the  Lodge  by  Mrs.  Eliza  Anne  Wilmarth. 
Bro.  E.  L.  Freeman  made  the  presentation  speech.  The  first 
meeting  called  "Regular"  was  held  May  21,  1866,  with  the 
following  officers  present:  Horace  Daniels,  Wor.  Master;  Jabez 
W.  Wilmarth,  S.  W. ;  Erastus  E.  Lapham,  J.  W. ;  Augustine  A. 
Mann,  Treas. ;  John  W.  AngeU,  Sec'y;  E.  L.  Freeman,  S.  D. ; 
Charles  A.  Fales,  J.  D. ;  Albert  Spencer,  Tyler.  A  petition  for 
a  charter  was  duly  presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  same 
being  granted,  such  a  charter  was  delivered  to  Jenks  Lodge 
January  25,  1867;  the  services  of  delivering  the  same,  and  Con- 
stituting the  new  Lodge,  and  Installing  its  Officers,  were  of  a 
very  interesting  and  impressive  character,  being  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Most  Wor.  Bro.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Grand  Master. 
Following  the  formal  services  came  a  supper,  and  addresses  by 
Bro.  Samuel  B.  Swan,  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Charles  D.  Green, 
James  T.  Smith,  Olney  Arnold,  and  Thomas  A.  Doyle.  Five 
pleasant  and  successful  years  went  by  in  the  Elm  street  Masonic 
Temple,  and  on  the  evening  of  January  6,  1875,  tne  Lodge 
entered  upon  a  new  home  in  the  Arnold  Block  on  Central  street, 
and  dedicated  it  to  Masonic  purposes;  here  it  has  been  estab- 
lished from  that  time  to  the  present. 

After  entering  its  new  home  the  Lodge  appointed  a  committee 
to  apply  to  the  General  Assembly  for  a  Civil  Charter;  this  was 
done,  and  on  the  evening  of  March  15  of  the  same  year  a  report 
was  made  that  the  charter  had  been  obtained. 

Jenks  Lodge  has  appeared  in  public  in  response  to  the  calls 
of  the  Most  Wor.  Grand  Master  upon  several  occasions:  the 
dedication  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Monument,  June  24, 
1870;  laying  of  the  Corner  Stone  of  the  City  Hall,  Providence, 
June  24,  1875;  dedication  of  Roger  Williams  Monument  in  the 
park  of  that  name,  in  the  city  of  Providence,  October  16,  1877. 
On  these  several  occasions  the  Lodge  has  appeared  with  full 
ranks,  making  an  excellent  appearance,  and  giving  prompt 
obedience  to  orders,  thus  obtaining  a  word  of  deserved  com- 
pliment from  the  Grand  Master  and  others  in  authority. 

During  the  twenty-five  years  of  its  history  the  Lodge  has 
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bern  presided  over  by  twenty  Wor.  Masters;  the  degrees  have 
been  conferred  on  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  candidates; 
death  has  called  away,  during  that  time,  twenty-six  members 
of  the  Lodge,  although  five  of  these  were  not  members  at 
the  time  of  death;  thirteen  of  them  were  charter  members. 
Eleven  of  the  charter  members  were  still  living  in  1891.  The 
names  of  the  departed  brethren  are  here  given:  Ephraim 
H.  Wade,  Cyril  B.  Manchester,  \V.\  Horace  Daniels,  Charles 
H.  Horton,  Alfred  \V.  Carr,  Almadus  G.  B.  Smith,  Lysander 
Flagg,  George  F.  Crowningshield,  Israel  B.  Purinton,  John  B. 
Allan,  David  G.  Fales,  Samuel  H.  Carney,  Erastus  E.  Lapham, 
Joseph  Cobb,  Nathan  P.  Towne,  Charles  E.  Griffin,  James  H. 
Gildard,  Jr.,  John  Aigan,  John  Gosling,  James  Phillips,  Arnold 
M.  Messier,  Robert  Robertson,  Henry  Peace,  James  Babbitt, 
John  W.  Angell,  Hermon  H.  Allen.  Three  of  the  brethren 
whose  names  are  upon  the  charter  list  are  Past  Masters  of 
Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  Pawtucket,  namely:  Bros.  Edward  L. 
Freeman,  Charles  A.  Fales,  and  Nathan  P.  Towne,  and  Bros. 
John  F.  Adams  and  Henry  A.  Stearns  are  Past  Masters  of  Barney 
Merry  Lodge,  No.  29,  Pawtucket;  but  neither  of  them  joined 
Jenks  Lodge,  although  materally  assisting  in  its  organization. 

The  Lodge  was  named  after  a  beloved  old  townsman,  Bro. 
Alvin  Jenks,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island,  in  the 
year  1847.  A  biographical  sketch  of  this  eminent  Craftsman 
appears  on  other  pages  of  this  volume. 

The  first  Master  of  Jenks  Lodge  was  Bro.  Horace  Daniels,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Central  Falls.  Bro.  Daniels  began  life  as 
a  school-teacher.  After  a  time  he  gave  up  teaching  and  entered 
into  business  pursuits,  in  which  he  realized  much  success.  He 
was  made  a  Mason  in  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  in  1859,  and  soon 
advanced  to  the  degrees  of  Chapter,  Council  and  Commandery. 
He  was  called  to  fill  various  offices  in  Subordinate  and  Grand 
Bodies,  and  showed  ability  and  diligence  in  all  these  stations. 
He  died  suddenly  in  1876,  and  his  funeral  was  attended  by  Jenks 
Lodge  and  the  various  Masonic  bodies  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected. 

Among  other  Masters  of  the  Lodge  special  mention  may  well 
be  made  of  Bros.  Jabez  W.  Wilmarth,  George  T.  Cummings 
and  Augustine  A.  Mann.  The  last  named  brother,  as  already 
stated,  was  the  framerof  the  original  petition  for  a  Dispensation, 
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and  for  many  years  he  has  been  known  and  esteemed  as  a  lead- 
ing physician  and  surgeon  in  Central  Falls.  He  was  the  first 
Treasurer  of  Jenks  Lodge,  and  served  four  years.  He  then 
began  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  and  ascended,  step  by  step, 
until  he  reached  the  top,  serving  the  Lodge  as  Wor.  Master 
during  the  year  1875.  Bro.  Mann,  with  the  brethren  before 
mentioned,  and  also  Bro.  John  W.  Angell,  whose  funeral  was 
solemnized  April  7,  1890,  Bro.  George  C.  Stillman,  who  filled 
various  conspicuous  positions  in  the  different  departments  of 
Freemasonry,  James  M.  Davis,  Jabez  W.  Wilmarth,  Jr.,  are 
among  the  number  of  efficient  brethren  in  the  Lodge  who 
have  rendered  large  and  varied  services  to  the  Masonic  institu- 
tion. All  the  Masters  of  Jenks  Lodge  except  Bro.  Daniels  were 
still  living  at  the  time  of  the  Centennial  celebration  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  The  following  is  the  list:  Horace  Daniels 
(deceased),  1866-1868;  Jabez  W.  Wilmarth,  1868;  Edward  A. 
Browne  (deceased),  1869;  David  L.  Fales,  1870-1872;  James 
M.  Davis,  1872;  Benjamin  A.  Reynolds,  1873;  Theodore  F. 
Dexter,  1874;  Augustine  A.  Mann,  1875;  Albert  L.  Warner, 
1876-1878;  George  E.  Whipple,  1878;  Joseph  H.  Foster,  1879; 
John  E.  Goldsworthy,  1880;  William  Butler,  1881;  Jabez  W. 
Wilmarth,  Jr.,  1 882-1 884;  Frank  E.  Phillips,  1884;  George  C. 
Stillman,  1885-1887;  Asa  H.  Nickerson,  1887-1889;  Olney  W. 
Wilmarth,  1889;  Jonathan  Allenson,  1890. 

The  number  of  members  reported  for  that  date  was  136. 
The  list  of  officers  was  as  follows: 


John  F.  Follett  W.  M. 

George  M.  Clarke  S.  W. 

Joseph  M.  Bates  J.  W. 

Oren  S.  Horton  Treas. 

Fred.  E.  I'hillits  Soc'y. 

R. '.  WV.  James  M.  Davis.. Chap. 
Simpson  Mitchell  S.  D. 


Edward  H.  Smith  J.  D. 

Merrill  S.  I.ouks  S.  S. 

James  E.  Haitey  J.  S. 

WV.  Olney  W.  Wilmarth.  .Mar. 

George  I.  MacAllen  Sent. 

WV.  Alkekt  L.  Warner  M.  D. 

WV.  J.  W.  Wilmarth,  Sr.. .Tyler. 
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HOPE  LODGE,  No.  25,  WAKEFIELD. 


The  beginning  of  a  movement  resulting 
in  the  establishment  of  Hope  Lodge, 
No.  25,  may  be  traced  to  a  meeting  of  a 
few  zealous  brethren,  held  at  the  store 
of  John  C.  Hazard,  in  Peacedale,  R.  I., 
near  the  close  of  the  year  1866.  Broth- 
ers John  C.  Hazard,  Peter  Browning, 

B.  R.  Curtis,  and  M.  N.  Chappell,  pres- 
ent at  that  meeting,  after  due  considera- 
tion, decided  to  make  application  for  a 
Dispensation  for  a  Lodge,  to  be  called 
Hope  Lodge,  and  to  request  that  John 

C.  Hazard  should  be  designated  the  first 
Master,  Peter  Browning,  Senior  Warden,  and  Benjamin  R. 
Curtis,  Junior  Warden.  The  following  names  were  subscribed 
to  the  petition:  Stephen  A.  Robinson,  P.  G.  M.,  John  C. 
Hazard,  Peter  Browning,  Benjamin  R.  Curtis,  Solomon  H. 
Hale,  Matthew  N.  Chappell,  Albert  T.  Edwards,  Henry  M. 
Holley,  William  H.  H.  Rose,  and  James  Robinson.  The  Dis- 
pensation, in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  petitioners, 
was  granted  by  Grand  Master  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  under  date 
of  January  21,  1867. 

The  first  regular  Communication  of  Hope  Lodge  thus  author- 
ized was  held  March  25,  1867,  in  Schaeffer's  Hall,  Peacedale, 
the  brethren  having  taken  a  lease  of  said  hall  for  five  years. 

The  Worshipful  Master  had  previously  appointed  Matthew  N. 
Chappell,  Secretary;  Stephen  A.  Robinson,  P.  G.  M.,  Treasurer; 
Solomon  H.  Hale,  Senior  Deacon;  Albert  T.  Edwards,  Junior 
Deacon;  William  H.  H.  Rose,  Senior  Steward;  Henry  M.  Hol- 
ley, Junior  Steward;  and  James  Robinson,  Tyler. 

A  charter  was  granted  May  20,  1867,  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
who,  "reposing  full  confidence  in  the  fervency,  prudence  and 
fidelity  of  our  brethren  aforesaid,"  authorized  said  Hope  Lodge 
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to  convene  as  Masons,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  make 
Masons,  etc. 

The  new  hall  in  Wakefield,  secured  for  the  use  of  Hope  Lodge, 
was  dedicated  March  14,  1872,  and  was  in  the  Columbia  Hall 
building,  on  the  corner  of  Columbia  and  Main  streets,  where 
now  stands  the  Times  Building.  April  10,  1880,  a  fire  destroyed 
the  hall  and  property  of  the  Lodge,  partly  insured,  fortunately, 
for  the  first  time  a  few  weeks  before. 

With  unabated  zeal  the  brethren  set  about  establishing  them- 
selves in  new  quarters,  and  in  putting  forth  their  best  endeavors 
to  promote  the  principles  of  Freemasonry  and  to  advance  the 
interests  of  their  Lodge.  They  accepted  the  cordial  invitation 
of  Columbia  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  to  occupy,  without  expense, 
the  Lodge  room  of  that  organization,  and  continued  to  hold 
meetings  there  until  October,  1881,  when  Hope  Lodge  leased 
the  third  story  of  Columbia  Hotel  Building,  Wakefield,  and  was 
again  established  in  its  own  Masonic  home. 

In  1890  Hope  Lodge  bought  the  Odd  Fellows  Hall  Building 
and  land  on  Columbia  street,  and  by  this  purchase  obtained 
new  sources  of  revenue  and  strengthened  its  financial  position. 

The  committee  who  have  furnished  material  for  this  sketch, 
Bros.  William  F.  Graham,  Edward  Clarke  and  John  E.  Perry, 
in  a  note  appended  to  the  paper  presented  by  them,  call  atten- 
tion to  some  of  the  helps  and  hindrances  which  have  marked 
the  progress  of  their  Lodge.  Under  the  head  of  44  Retrospec- 
tion," the  committee  make  the  following  suggestive  statement: 

"  The  admission  of  candidates  into  Freemasonry  with  an  inadequate  conception 
of  its  nature,  or  with  a  disinclination  to  resist  the  temptation  to  violate  their 
obligations,  as  well  as  the  existence  of  spite,  strife,  bickerings,  and  contention 
among  brethren  whose  sincerity  was  not  doubted,  and  an  occasional  refusal  or 
neglect  of  duty,  have  probably  been  the  bane  of  other  Lodges,  as  well  as  the 
one  whose  history  is  here  noted  ;  but  the  authority  of  the  Master  has  always 
been  supreme.  On  the  other  hand,  the  admission  of  candidates  into  Freema- 
sonry, with  a  proper  conception  of  its  nature,  whose  fidelity  and  wise  councils, 
and  love  of  peace  and  harmony,  placed  us  upon  a  firm  foundation,  has  been  the 
fortune  of  Hope  Lodge  to  a  considerable  extent. 

The  inability  of  some  brethren  to  defy  the  many  temptations  which  beset 
humanity  has  brought  its  usual  humiliation  and  disgrace,  for  Masonry  makes  no 
man  perfect  ;  it  simply  reminds  him  of  his  errors  in  the  most  gentle  manner, 
but  compels  him  in  a  most  severe  manner  to  keep  certain  vows,  and  to  pursue 
such  a  course  as  will  make  him  better  and  exalt  Freemasonry. 

In  Hope  Lodge  it  is  believed  that  mistakes  will  be  avoided  during  the  next 


Digitized  by  Google 


MASONIC  LODGES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 


twenty-five  years  more  wisely  than  in  the  past,  by  admitting  only  such  men  as 
have  proved  their  fidelity  in  other  things.  The  driftwood  which  came  in  with 
the  beginning  must  be  hereafter  excluded,  and  at  all  times  the  supple,  fawning 
henchman  should  be  barred  out. 

It  must  be  made  plain  that  Freemasonry  is  not  an  excrescence,  but  was  created 
to  supply  a  demand  for  a  state  of  things  that  would  elevate  mankind  ;  and  that 
real  prosperity  for  the  Lodge  is  better  assured  with  good  material  than  with 
attempts  to  make  something  out  of  nothing." 

The  committee  further  affirm  that  the  history  of  Hope  Lodge, 
written  and  unwritten,  fully  justifies  its  existence.  The  organi- 
zation was  needed  at  the  time  it  was  established;  and  from  the 
beginning  until  now  it  has  exercised  a  ministry  of  fraternal  grace 
and  helpfulness.  Hope  Lodge  was  planted  in  congenial  soil, 
and  its  fruitage  has  been  abundant  in  manifold  blessings.  It 
has  attracted  to  itself  many  of  the  best  citizens  in  the  commu- 
nity, and  it  has  gained  a  justly  deserved  commendation  from 
those  who  know  what  its  purposes  have  been  and  the  measure 
of  its  beneficent  service. 

The  following  named  brethren  have  held  the  office  of  Wor. 
Master  prior  to  1891:  John  C.  Hazard,  Elisha  C.  Clarke, 
William  G.  Caswell,  George  F.  Curtis,  William  C.  Clarke,  Ed- 
ward Clarke,  Benjamin  W.  Case,  Edwin  A.  Knowles,  Joshua 
C.  Tucker,  Jr.,  Edwin  A.  Noyes,  Frederick  W.  Greenhalgh  and 
Dr.  John  E.  Perry. 

The  names  of  deceased  members  are  tenderly  and  sorrow- 
fully recalled,  viz.:  Elisha  C.  Clarke,  Past  Master;  Edward 
W.  Hazard,  Treasurer  for  many  years;  George  C.  Knowles, 
Joseph  Eaton,  Jr.,  Edmund  S.  Babcock,  LTpdike  C.  Whitford, 
Charles  Felton,  James  Hamilton,  Matthew  W.  Clarke,  Joseph  W. 
Sherman,  Elisha  W.  Potter,  Moratz  Mack,  M.  V.  B.  Knowles, 
Joseph  C.  Clarke,  Benjamin  C.  Gardner  and  Peleg  A.  Anthony. 

The  number  of  members  reported  in  1891  was  80.  The  fol- 
lowing were  officers  of  Hope  Lodge  in  that  year: 


William  F.  Graham... 

.  ...W.  M. 

James  J.  Hunt  

...J.  D. 

Herbert  M.  Knowles.. 

....J.  W. 

Robert  H.  Gardiner  

1  ■ « •  J • 

Fked  W.  Greenhalgh... 

George  H.  Holland.  . . . 

. . . .  M .  I  ). 

Eugene  F.  Hazard  

. . .  .  S, 
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GRANITE  LODGE,  No.  26,  HARRISVILLE. 


Bro.  Francis  H.  Clough,  Secretary  of 
Granite  Lodge,  furnishes  extracts  from 
the  records  of  that  body,  which  show 
its  origin  and  progress.  Thus  it  ap- 
pears that  fourteen  brethren  constituted 
the  original  membership  of  Granite 
Lodge,  No.  26,  as  first  convened,  U. 
D.,  August  30,  1867,  at  the  rooms 
of  S.  O.  Griffin,  Pascoag.  Thirteen  of 
these  brethren  came  from  Friendship 
Lodge,  No.  7,  and  one  from  St.  Paul, 
No.  14.  The  following  list  includes  the 
names  of  brethren  and  the  first  organi- 
zation of  Granite  Lodge,  No.  26:  Andrew  K.  Ballou,  W.  M.; 
William  J.  Tracy,  S.  W. ;  Alonzo  A.  Sayles,  J.  W.;  S.  O.  Griffin, 
Sec'y;  Addison  C.  Sayles,  Treas;  Henry  M.  Chase,  S.  D. ;  Ed- 
ward F.  King,  J.  D. ;  Russell  R.  Mathewson,  S.  S.;  Charles  S. 
Harris,  J.  S. ;  Alfred  A.  Presbry,  Chaplain;  Joseph  S.  Ambler, 
James  Phillips,  L.  D.  Salisbury,  John  Peck  ham. 

The  Lodge  worked  under  a  Dispensation  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  until  January  28,  1870,  meeting  in  a  room  adjoining  the 
mill  of  Lafayette  Reynolds,  afterward  the  property  of  H.  A. 
Kimball.  On  this  date  the  Lodge  was  constituted,  and  its  new 
home  at  Harrisville  publicly  dedicated  to  Masonry,  Virtue  and 
Universal  Benevolence  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  M.\  YV.\  Thomas 
A.  Doyle,  Grand  Master. 

The  Lodge  was  incorporated  at  the  May  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, 1873. 

At  the  regular  Communication,  on  July  8,  1876^  an  amend- 
ment to  the  By-Laws  was  presented,  establishing  yearly  dues. 
This  was  the  first  serious  obstacle  Granite  Lodge  had  encoun- 
tered in  its  heretofore  prosperous  career,  and   threatened  a 
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serious  break  in  its  ranks.  The  amendment  was  finally  adopted 
in  September,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  many,  who 
believed  that  the  cost  of  the  degrees  was  all  a  man  should  be 
called  to  pay,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  the  Lodge  could  not 
live  without  dues,  except  by  a  steady  increase  in  membership, 
impossible  without  solicitation,  against  the  principles  of  the 
Order.  Several  of  the  opposition  refusing  to  pay,  in  due  time 
their  names  were  stricken  from  the  rolls  for  non-payment  of 
dues. 

The  Lodge,  early  in  1879,  claimed  a  membership  of  79.  This 
was  the  highest  point  reached,  and  the  growth  had  been  a  steady 
and  healthful  one.  Deaths  and  suspensions  have  depleted  the 
number  until,  at  the  present  time,  there  are  but  45  members  in 
good  standing. 

Up  to  the  year  1883  Granite  Lodge  held  and  exercised  con- 
current jurisdiction  with  Friendship  Lodge,  No.  7,  of  Chepachet. 
This  was  a  constant  source  of  trouble  and  annoyance  to  both 
Lodges,  and  as  early  as  1880  Granite  Lodge  petitioned  for  a 
separate  jurisdiction,  and  after  persistent  and  aggressive  work 
for  three  years  against  strong  opposition,  carried  their  point, 
and  were  granted  a  separate  jurisdiction  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 
This  jurisdiction  was  again  changed  about  a  year  later,  on  peti- 
tion of  Friendship  Lodge,  who  felt  dissatisfied  with  the  lines  as 
originally  laid  out,  since  which  time  -peace  and  harmony  have 
prevailed  between  the  two  Lodges  on  the  jurisdiction  ques- 
tion. 

The  Masters  of  Granite  Lodge  to  the  present  time,  together 
with  the  time  during  which  they  sat  in  the  East,  are  as  follows: 
Andrew  R.  Hallou,  to  October,  1870;  Henry  M.  Chase,  to  Octo- 
ber, 1873;  Samuel  O.  Griffin,  to  October,  1874;  Edward  F. 
Keach,  to  October,  1878;  Frederick  S.  Farwell,  to  October, 
1880;  Edward  F.  King,  to  October,  1883;  William  A.  Inman, 
to  October,  1886;  James  H.  Stewart,  to  October,  1888;  Stephen 
M.  Paine,  to  October,  1891. 

Samuel  O.  Griffin  died  during  his  term  of  office,  June  12,  1874, 
and  H.  M.  Chase  was  stricken  from  the  rolls  for  non-payment 
of  dues. 

A  small  Lodge  has  some  compensations  for  its  limited  mem- 
bership. The  brethren  of  such  a  Lodge  know  each  other,  and, 
as  a  rule,  come  into  close  and  hearty  fellowship.    This  is  the 
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case  with  the  Lodge  at  Harrisville.  It  is  characterized  by  a 
social  feeling. 

As  heretofore  stated,  the  number  of  members  of  Granite 
Lodge  in  Centennial  year  was  45.  The  following  named  breth- 
ren were  officers  of  the  Lodge  in  that  year: 


Stephen  M.  Paine  W.  M. 

George  E.  Brown  S.  W. 

H.  A.  Waterhotse  J.  W. 

Andrew  Luther  Treas. 

Francis  H.  Clouch  Sec'y. 

JosErn  S.  Ambler  Chap. 

Henry  I1.  Harriman  S.  D. 


...J.  D. 

Charles  E.  Ballou  

•  •  •  • 

William  II.  Stewart.  . . 

....  J .  S* 

Adolph  Pfeiffer  

 M .  D. 
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* 

CORINTHIAN  LODGE,  No.  27,  PROVIDENCE. 


Bro.  John  H.  Stiness  has  furnished  the  fol- 
lowing historical  sketch: 

The  raison  (T  itre  of  an  organization  is 
an  important  element  in  its  history.  The 
original  design  of  a  society  influences  its 
whole  subsequent  career.  Although  it 
may  be  changed,  from  time  to  time,  yet 
as  a  rule,  it  moulds  the  policy,  character- 
izes the  traditions  and  controls  the  action 
of  the  body  in  succeeding  years.  Espe- 
cially is  this  true  of  those  societies  which 
are  simply  parts  of  a  larger  fraternity.  In 
these  the  fundamental  purposes  and  prin- 
ciples are  laid  down  by  the  supreme  authority  of  the  fraternity 
itself,  but  they  may  be  exemplified  in  different  degrees  and 
varied  methods,  so  as  to  bring  out  more  efficiently  or  promi- 
nently important. points  of  excellence.  Starting  with  some  such 
ends  in  view  the  society  acquires  a  character  which  shapes  its 
course.  An  illustration  of  this  fact  is  found  in  the  history  of 
Corinthian  Lodge. 

In  the  year  1867,  the  Masonic  Lodges  in  Providence  had  mem- 
berships somewhat  too  large  for  the  mutual  acquaintance  and 
social  intercourse  of  all  the  members.  At  a  casual  gathering  of 
a  few  Masons  during  that  year,  most  of  whom  were  members  of 
What  Cheer  Lodge  in  Providence,  it  was  suggested  that  these 
advantages  could  best  be  developed  and  enjoyed  in  a  small 
Lodge.  A  proposal  to  try  the  experiment  meeting  with  favor, 
an  informal  meeting  was  held,  thirteen  brethren  being  present, 
at  which  it  was  voted  that  it  was  desirable  to  form  a  new  Lodge 
and  to  make  application  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island 
for  that  purpose.  A  meeting  of  the  signers  of  the  petition  for 
the  new  Lodge,  twenty-one  in  all,  was  held,  at  which  the  name 
"Corinthian  "  was  adopted  for  the  new  Lodge;  an  application  to 
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St.  John's  Lodge  No.  i,  of  Providence,  for  its  recommendation 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  was  made  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
secure  rooms  in  Mason's  Hall.  February  10,  1868,  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Lodge  was  held,  under  dispensation  of  the  Grand 
Master,  M.\  \V.\  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  with  W.\  Henry  C.  Field, 
Master;  W.\  Andrew  Hutchison,  Senior  Warden  and  W.\  Israel 
M.  Hopkins,  Junior  Warden.  The  Grand  Master  was  present 
and  addressed  the  members  upon  their  duties  as  Masons  in  a 
Lodge  under  dispensation.  Subordinate  officers  were  appointed 
and  committees  directed  to  draft  by-laws  and  to  procure  the 
necessary  furnishings  for  the  Lodge.  Fees  for  degrees  were 
fixed  at  one  hundred  dollars  and  for  membership  at  fifty  dollars. 
St.  John's  Lodge  No.  1,  of  Providence,  tendered  the  use  of  its 
Great  Lights,  jewels  and  other  paraphernalia  to  the  Lodge  while 
under  dispensation.  By-laws  were  adopted  May  11,  1868.  In 
the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  October  27,  1868,  the  Lodge  was 
constituted  in  Mason's  Hall,  then  in  the  What  Cheer  Building 
on  Market  Square,  now  the  Providence  Washington  Insurance 
Company's  building,  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  M.\  W.  •.  Thomas  A. 
Doyle,  Grand  Master.  Music  was  furnished  by  the  American 
Band,  and  a  select  choir  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Lewis  T. 
Downes.  The  Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg,  D.  D.,  delivered  an  ora- 
tion on  the  "  Adaptation  of  Masonry  to  human  needs."  After 
the  ceremonies  attendant  upon  the  constitution  of  the  Lodge 
and  the  installation  of  officers,  the  Grand  Lodge,  distinguished 
guests  and  many  friends  of  the  new  Lodge  were  entertained  at 
a  banquet  in  the  Council  Chamber  which  was  followed  by  a 
social  festival,  with  music  and  dancing.  The  charter  mem- 
bers were  Henry  Allen,  Emory  P.  Andrews,  Henry  R.  Barker, 
Damase  Beliveau,  Levi  L.  Burdon,  D wight  I.  Brown,  Robert  E. 
Dwelly,  Henry  C.  Field,  Albert  F.  Fuller,  George  Harris,  Is- 
rael M.  Hopkins,  Andrew  Hutchison,  George  H.  Lincoln,  Wil- 
liam G.  Luther,  William  McDonald,  Charles  T.  Place,  Robert 
Purkis,  Spencer  P.  Read,  D.  Wallis  Reeves,  Zenas  C.  Rennie, 
James  Rice,  Clinton  D.  Sellew,  James  L.  Sherman,  Samuel  G. 
Stiness  and  Joshua  Wilbour.  Of  these,  Bros.  Andrews  and  Rice 
did  not  sign  the  by-laws  of  the  new  Lodge. 

Immediately  upon  its  constitution  the  Lodge  began  the  accu- 
mulation of  a  charity  fund,  which  has  ever  since  been  a  promi- 
nent object  of  interest  and  nurture  on  the  part  of  the  Lodge. 
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At  the  January  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  A.  D.  1869,  a 
Civil  Charter  was  granted  to  Corinthian  Lodge,  which  was  duly 
accepted  April  13,  1869.  In  December,  1869,  gifts  were  re- 
ported of  officers'  jewels,  square,  compasses,  rods,  charity  box, 
aprons  and  case  from  various  members  and  a  copy  of  the  Holy 
Bible  from  all  the  charter  members.  Up  to  November,  1874, 
the  regular  meetings  were  held  in  the  Committee  room  of  Ma- 
son's Hall,  when  Room  No.  10  in  the  What  Cheer  Building  was 
leased  by  the  Lodge  in  connection  with  St.  Andrew's  Conclave, 
and  fitted  up  at  an  expense  of  about  one  thousand  dollars.  This 
continued  to  be  the  home  of  the  Lodge  until  the  occcupation  of 
the  Freemason's  Hall.  In  July,  1883,  the  Lodge  subscribed  for 
twenty  shares  of  the  stock  in  the  Freemason's  Hall  Company, 
and  held  its  first  meeting  in  the  new  building  October  13,  1855. 
The  Lodge  had  conferred  degrees  upon  forty-five  brethren,  up  to 
its  last  annual  communication  in  October,  1891,  and  two  mem- 
bers have  been  admitted  from  other  Lodges.  Eleven  brethren 
have  been  removed  by  death:  Damase  Beliveau,  Dwight  I. 
Brown,  George  Harris,  W.  •.  Israel  M.  Hopkins,  William  G.  Lu- 
ther, Robert  Purkis,  Charles  T.  Place  and  Zenas  C.  Rennie  of 
the  charter  members,  and  Frank  G.  Allen,  James  W.  Blackwood 
and  George  M.  Daniels  of  those  admitted  since.  Demits  have 
been  granted  to  eight  brethren;  three  have  been  stricken  from 
the  roll  for  non-payment  of  dues;  one  has  been  indefinitely  sus- 
pended, and  one  expelled  for  unmasonic  conduct,  leaving  the 
present  number  forty-six.  Under  the  by-laws  adopted  in  1889, 
dues  are  no  longer  imposed  upon  the  members.  The  masters 
of  the  Lodge  have  been,  Henry  C.  Field,  U.  D.  and  1868-9; 
Clinton  D.  Sellew,  1869-72;  Henry  R.  Barker,  1872-3;  Sam- 
uel G.  Stiness,  1873-5;  Spencer  P.  Read,  1875-7;  Robert  E. 
Dwelly,  1877-9;  Richard  W.  Comstock,  1879-80;  Cyril  A.  Bab- 
cock,  1880-2;  George  E.  Weaver,  1882-3;  Cyrus  M.  VanSlyck 
1883-4;  Henry  C.  Armstrong,  1884-5;  John  A.  Howland,  1885- 
6;  John  S.  Kellogg,  1886-7;  Charles  S.  Pettee,  1887-8;  Ed- 
mund S.  Hopkins,  1888-9;  Charles  C.  Newhall,  1889-91  and 
James  E.  Tillinghast,  1891-2.  Three  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  communications  have  been  held  since  the  formation  of 
the  Lodge.  The  charity  fund  amounts  to  over  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  under  the  by-laws  no  portion  of  the  principal  can 
be  expended  for  any  purpose  until  the  fund  amounts  to  ten 
thousand  dollars. 
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The  twenty-three  years  of  Corinthian  have  passed  quietly  and 
pleasantly,  with  little  more  to  mark  them  than  the  ordinary  in- 
cidents of  Masonic  life.  True  to  the  original  purpose,  the 
membership  has  continued  small,  usually  not  more  than  forty, 
the  limit  fixed  by  the  by-laws  being  one  hundred.  This  has 
permitted  a  number  of  social  gatherings  of  members  with  their 
families,  among  which  several  such  occasions  by  the  shore  will 
be  pleasantly  and  long  remembered.  Special  attention  has 
been  given  to  three  things  which  have  become  characteristics  of 
Corinthian:  care  in  the  admission  of  candidates,  accuracy  in 
the  work  of  the  Lodge,  and  fraternal  intercourse  among  the 
members. 

The  Lodge  has  been  peculiarly  free  from  all  disturbing  ele- 
ments, and  within  its  walls  has  been  found  an  exemplification  of 
the  words  of  the  Psalmist:  "  Behold  how  good  and  how  pleasant 
it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity." 

The  number  of  members  of  Corinthian  Lodge,  according  to 
report  of  1891,  was  forty-two.  The  following  named  brethren 
were  officers  of  the  Lodge  during  the  greater  portion  of  that 
year : 


Chari.es  C.  Newhall  \Y.  M. 

James  E.  Tii.linghast  S.  W. 

Edmund  C.  Danforth  J.  \V. 

Horatio  A.  Hunt  Treas. 

W.-.  John  A.  Howland  Sec  y. 

W.\  Andrew  Hutchison.  .  .Chap. 
William  J.  McCaw  S.  D. 


Hubert  L.  Gates  J.  D. 

William  J.  Kukton  S.  S. 

James  L.  Sherman  J.  S. 

W.\  John  S.  Kkiloog  Mar. 

Fred  W.  Barney  Sent. 

R.\ W.\  Henry  C.  Field... M.  D. 
Albert  F.  Fuller  Tyler. 
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IONIC  LODGE,  NO.  28,  GREENE. 


This  Lodge  is  located  in  the  village  of 
Greene,  in  the  westerly  part  of  the 
town  of  Coventry.  Until  the  year  1870 
there  was  no  Masonic  Lodge  in  Kent 
county  west  of  Anthony,  where  Man- 
chester Lodge,  No.  12,  is  situated,  and 
which  is  fourteen  miles  from  the  west- 
ern boundary  of  Rhode  Island.  In  the 
year  1869  Bro.  Whipple  D.  Phillips  and 
fifteen  other  brethren,  nearly  all  mem- 
bers of  Manchester  Ledge,  united  in 
asking  for  a  Dispensation  authorizing 
the  establishment  of  a  new  Lodge,  to 
be  called  u  Ionic  Lodge."  The  petition  was  presented  to  Most 
Wor.  Bro.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  then  Grand  Master,  who  approved 
the  same,  and  issued  a  Dispensation  under  date  of  January  15, 

1870,  authorizing  and  empowering  the  petitioners  to  form  and 
open  a  new  Lodge  in  the  village  of  Greene,  town  of  Coventry, 
to  be  designated  Ionic  Lodge,  No.  28. 

Acting  under  the  authority  thus  conferred,  the  first  meeting 
of  the  brethren  interested,  was  held  March  19,  1870,  with  Bro. 
Whipple  D.  Phillips  officiating  as  Master,  Bro.  Warren  H.  Till- 
inghast  as  S.  W.,  and  William  R.  Carter  as  J.  W.  Acting  under 
the  Dispensation,  regular  meetings  were  held  until  January  7, 

1871,  when  the  Lodge  was  constituted  in  due  and  ancient  form, 
a  charter  for  its  establishment  having  been  previously  voted  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Jurisdiction.  The  ceremonies  of  con- 
stituting the  new  Lodge  were  performed  in  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Rice  City,  which  is  some  three  miles  from  the  depot,  and  from 
the  hall  where  the  Lodge  held  its  meetings.  Grand  Master 
Thomas  A.  Doyle  conducted  the  services  of  constituting  the 
new  Lodge  and  installing  its  officers.  The  Grand  Chaplain, 
Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg,  delivered  an  address  pertaining  to  the 
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essential  principles  of  Freemasonry.  The  officers  of  the.  Grand 
Lodge  in  attendance  on  the  occasion,  were  bountifully  cared 
for  at  the  house  of  the  Wor.  Master.  The  occasion  took  on 
added  interest  by  reason  of  the  presence  and  words  of  Rt.  Wor. 
Bro.  Dwight  R.  Adams,  who  in  behalf  of  Manchester  Lodge, 
the  mother  of  Ionic,  presented  the  new  organization  with  a  full 
set  of  officers'  jewels,  made  of  coin  silver.  Ionic  Lodge  thus 
started  forth  in  its  organic  life  had  a  quiet  career,  for  the  most 
part,  during  the  next  fifteen  years.  Many  changes,  however, 
occurred  during  this  period  ;  several  old  members  went  away, 
a  few  were  dropped  from  the  rolls,  and  quite  a  number  of  new 
members  came  into  the  Lodge.  Early  in  the  year  1886,  with  a 
membership  more  than  twice  as  large  as  at  its  establishment, 
the  Lodge  found  itself  crowded  for  room,  and  so  forced  to  seek 
for  better  and  more  commodious  apartments.  After  consider- 
able search,  the  brethren  were  successful  in  securing  a  lease  of 
the  property  known  as  "Phillips  Hall,"  originally  built  and 
owned  by  Whipple  D.  Phillips,  the  first  Master  of  the  Lodge. 
This  building,  conveniently  divided  into  a  suite  of  rooms,  was 
taken  by  the  Lodge  on  a  long  lease,  and  on  terms  considered 
very  favorable. 

The  Masonic  apartments  thus  secured,  were  dedicated  to  the 
uses  of  Freemasonry  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode 
Island,  Rev.  William  N.  Ackley,  and  other  officers  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  September  28,  1886,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse 
of  the  Fraternity  and  their  friends.  The  eulogy  on  Freemasonry 
was  delivered  by  Past  Grand  Master  Bro.  Lyman  Klapp.  The 
Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the  occasion,  Bro.  Dwight  R.  Adams, 
conducted  the  service  of  installing  the  officers-elect,  and  after- 
wards delivered  an  impressive  charge  to  the  brethren  thus  in- 
stalled. 

The  members  of  Ionic  Lodge  have  done  much  earnest  work  in 
behalf  of  its  interests.  Some  of  them  have  been  very  punctual 
and  regular  in  their  attendance  upon  its  sessions.  One  of  these, 
Wor.  Bro.  Joseph  T.  Hopkins,  made  a  Mason  nineteen  years 
ago,  has  been  present  at  every  regular  and  special  communica- 
tion since  that  time.  He  has  held  nearlv  all  the  offices  of  the 
Lodge,  has  been  Master  for  several  years,  and  at  the  time  of 
this  writing,  holds  the  office  of  Tyler.  The  record  of  such  at- 
tendance and  usefulness,  is  certainly  most  exceptional.  In- 
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eluded  in  the  comparatively  small  membership  of  this  Lodge, 
are  several  others  whose  fidelity,  as  noted  in  the  regularity  of 
their  attendance  upon  its  meetings,  and  otherwise,  demands  ap- 
proval. Ionic  Lodge,  by  reason  of  its  situation  and  the  limita- 
tions to  which  it  is  subject,  will  probably  never  be  numerically 
prosperous.  There  are  no  large  towns  or  villages  in  its  juris- 
diction, and  the  sparseness  of  population  in  the  surrounding 
country  forbids  any  very  large  additions  to  its  membership.  It 
has,  however,  good  financial  resources,  and  with  the  occasional 
additions  of  worthy  members,  seems  to  be  exercising  a  ministry 
of  considerable  usefulness.  Its  record  during  all  the  years  since 
it  was  constituted,  is,  on  the  whole,  bright  and  creditable,  and 
its  outlook  for  the  future  is  not  without  encouragement.  It 
may  hope  to  have  a  permanent  existence,  and  to  be  standing  at 
the  second  Centennial  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  as 
firmly  as  does  the  column  from  which  it  takes  its  name. 

The  number  of  members  of  this  Lodge  reported  in  1891,  was 
forty.    The  officers  for  that  year  were  the  following: 


Samuel  H.  Brown   W.  M 

Henry  D.  Dixon  S.  W. 

George  B.  Parker  J.  W. 

Edwin  L.  Boss  Treas. 

\V.\  Amasa  P.  Taber   Sec'y. 

Rev.  George  \V.  Kennedy.. Chap. 
Elmer  E.  Salisbury  S.  D. 


Charles  E.  Capwell   J.  D. 

W.-.  Joseph  D.  Hillory  S.  S. 

W.\  Alvero  A.  Kennedy. ..J.  S. 
\\V.  Gardiner  R.  Wilcox.  .Mar. 

William  N.  Deming  Sent. 

Gordon  B.  Parker  M.  D. 

W.  -.  Joseph  T.  Hopkins  Tyler. 
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BARNEY  MERRY  LODGE,  No.  29,  PAWTUCKET. 


W.%  Bro.  J.  F.  Adams,  historian  of  the 
above  named  Lodge,  furnishes  a  goodly 
portion  of  the  sketch  herewith  presented: 
Early  in  the  year  1872  a  number  of  Ma- 
sonic brethren  belonging  to  Union  Lodge, 
No.  10,  Pawtucket,  consulted  together  in 
regard  to  the  expediency  of  starting  a 
new  Lodge  in  Pawtucket.  After  consid- 
ering the  matter  in  all  its  bearings,  it  was 
deemed  proper  to  undertake  such  a  move- 
ment. LTnion  Lodge  at  that  time  had  a 
very  large  membership,  and  some  of  the 
conditions  incident  to  so  numerous  a  membership  seemed  some- 
what prejudicial  to  the  furtherance  of  Masonic  principles,  or 
the  establishment  of  the  desired  fellowship  among  the  brethren. 
It  was  accordingly  decided  that  the  best  thing  which  could  be 
done  under  the  circumstances,  was  to  establish  a  new  Masonic 
Lodge.  In  the  discussion  of  matters  at  the  outset  it  was  under- 
stood by  the  movers  for  the  new  Lodge,  that  before  any  peti- 
tions for  the  degrees  should  be  presented  in  the  new  organiza- 
tion, the  name  of  each  applicant  should  be  communicated  to 
every  brother  of  the  Lodge,  and  if  any  one  of  the  brethren 
expressed  the  slightest  objection  to  the  receiving  of  the  peti- 
tion, proper  measures  would  be  taken  to  avoid  its  presentation 
in  open  Lodge.  It  was  thought  that  by  pursuing  such  a  course, 
some  of  the  difficulties  which  had  manifested  themselves  in  the 
older  Lodges,  would  be  avoided.  It  was  also  felt  that  in  taking 
such  a  course  an  applicant  would  be  left  free  to  apply  to  any 
other  Lodge  without  prejudice  to  himself. 

The  promoters  of  the  movement  also  desired  to  make  the 
new  Lodge  a  social  body.  It  was  not  expected,  nor  desired, 
that  a  large  membership  should  be  gathered,  but  rather  to  have 
a  moderate  sized  Lodge,  consisting  of  intimate,  genial,  and  so- 
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cial  members,  who  should  be  friends  and  brothers  in  a  very 
real  sense. 

The  following  named  brethren  met,  July  15,  1872,  to  "take 
the  initial  steps  for  a  separate  organization:  Nathaniel  Fair- 
brother,  Bela  P.  Clapp,  Osmond  H.  Briggs,  John  F.  Adams, 
Edward  W.  Greene,  Henry  F.  Smith,  Edwin  Clapp,  Daniel  R. 
Arnold,  Daniel  F.  Read,  Ephraim  W.  French,  Charles  A.  War- 
land.  After  some  consultation  a  vote  was  passed,  that  appli- 
cation be  made  to  Union  Lodge  for  a  recommendation  to 
the  Grand  Master,  for  a  Dispensation  to  establish  a  new  Ma- 
sonic Lodge  in  Pawtucket.  The  following  named  brethren 
were  recommended  as  the  first  officers  of  the  desired  Lodge, 
namely:  Henry  F.  Smith,  Wor.  Master;  Bela  P.  Clapp,  S.  W., 
and  Nathaniel  Fairbrother,  J.  W.  It  was  also  voted  at  this 
meeting,  that  the  new  Lodge  should  be  named  "  Barney  Merry 
Lodge."  The  petition  for  a  Dispensation  was  duly  approved  by 
Union  Lodge,  and  the  desired  Dispensation  was  issued  by  Most 
Wor.  Bro.  Lloyd  Morton,  Grand  Master,  July  29,  1872.  At 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Lodge  acting  under  the  Dispensation, 
the  following  named  appointed  officers  were  designated:  Edwin 
Clapp,  S.  D.;  Osmond  H.  Briggs,  J.  D.;  Charles  A.  Warland, 
Sec'y;  Daniel  R.  Arnold,  Treas.;  Jesse  G.  Barber,  Tyler.  Sev- 
eral meetings  were  held  while  the  Lodge  was  working  under 
Dispensation.  During  this  time  John  Coe  received  the  Masonic 
degrees. 

At  a  meeting  held  May  15,  1873,  it  was  voted  to  apply  for  a 
charter,  and  at  the  same  meeting  a  code  of  by-laws  was  adopted. 
By  referring  to  the  records  of  Grand  Lodge,  it  appears  that  at 
the  annual  session  of  that  body,  held  May  19,  1873,  a  charter 
was  granted  to  Barney  Merry  Lodge,  No.  29,  "to  have  con- 
current Jurisdiction  with  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  and  Jenks 
Lodge,  No.  24,  over  the  village  and  towns  of  Pawtucket  and 
Lincoln."  The  charter  members  of  the  Lodge  were  the  follow- 
ing: Henry  F.  Smith,  D.  R.  Arnold,  H.  A.  Stearns,  Daniel  F. 
Read,  Edwin  Clapp,  J.  F.  Adams,  E.  H.  Greene,  Charles  A. 
Warland,  Charles  T.  Richardson,  W.  W.  Blodgett,  Edwin  A. 
Perrin,  J.  F.  Hilton,  H.  N.  Ingraham,  E.  W.  French,  ().  H. 
Briggs,  Daniel  H.  Arnold,  Henry  L.  Dana,  N.  Fairbrother, 
Daniel  S.  Dexter,  Bela  H.  Clapp. 

On  June  26,  1873,  the  newly  chartered  Lodge  was  constituted 
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by  services  held  under  the  direction  of  M.\  W.\  Bro.  Nicholas 
VanSlyck,  Grand  Master.  The  officers-elect  were  duly  installed 
by  R.\  W.\  Bro.  E.  L.  Freeman,  District  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
to  whose  care  the  Lodge  was  assigned. 

Barney  Merry  Lodge  thus  entered  upon  its  organic  life,  taking 
for  its  name  the  name  borne  by  a  very  eminent  and  prominent 
Craftsman  in  the  Jurisdiction,  namely,  Barney  Merry,  who  was 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island  during  the  years  1829- 
30,  and  also  in  the  years  1840-41.  A  biographical  sketch  of  this 
prominent  Mason  appears  on  other  pages  of  this  volume.  Upon 
the  constitution  of  the  Lodge,  June  26,  1873,  the  portrait  of 
Past  Grand  Master  Merry  was  presented  to  the  Lodge,  by  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  M.  T.  Willard,  who  courteously  gave  up  the 
only  likeness  of  her  father,  by  reason  of  her  grateful  apprecia- 
tion of  the  honor  that  the  Lodge  had  conferred  upon  his  name. 
This  portrait  now  adorns  the  walls  of  the  Lodge  room  in  which 
this  organization  holds  its  meetings.  Afterwards  the  Lodge 
caused  a  copy  of  the  portrait  to  be  made  and  presented  to  Mrs. 
Willard. 

The  first  Master  of  Barney  Merry  Lodge  was  Edwin  Clapp, 
born  in  Chesterfield,  Mass.,  November  17,  1829;  he  died  in 
Pawtucket,  August  15,  1878.  He  graduated  from  Amherst  Col- 
lege, Mass.,  in  1849.  He  taught  school  successfully  for  many 
years.  He  moved  to  Pawtucket  in  1865,  studied  law,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Rhode  Island  in  1870.  He  was  after- 
wards judge  of  the  courts  of  Magistrates,  in  North  Providence. 
He  held  membership  in  nearly  all  the  departments  of  legitimate 
Freemasonry,  and  had  an  intelligent  comprehension  of  the  cere- 
mony and  ritual  of  the  various  degrees  and  Orders.  He  was  a 
cultivated  and  refined  gentleman,  cheerful,  frank  and  sincere 
with  all  who  were  brought  into  contact  with  him,  and  by  his 
death  the  Lodge  lost  a  worthy  and  valuable  member.  Among 
other  losses  that  the  lodge  has  sustained  by  death,  mention 
should  be  made  of  Wor.  Bro.  Daniel  R.  Arnold,  who  died 
May  7,  1889.  He  served  as  its  Treasurer  from  the  date  of  or- 
ganization to  1880,  and  again  from  1883  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  all  a  period  of  sixteen  years.  He  was  S.  W.  of  the 
Lodge  in  1881,  and  its  Master  in  1882.  He  was  conspicuously 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Lodge,  and  his  memory  is  hon- 
ored by  its  members  who  survive  him.    The  following  is  a  list 
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of  brethren  who  have  filled  the  office  of  Master  from  the  date 
of  organization  to  1891:  Edwin  Clapp,  1873-1874;  John  F. 
Adams,  1875-1876;  Osmond  H.  Briggs,  1877;  Charles  E.  Rich- 
ardson, 1878-1879;  Henry  A.  Stearns,  1880-1881;  Daniel  R. 
Arnold,  1882;  Clovis  H.  Bowen,  1883-1884;  Sanford  H.  Greene, 
1885-1886;  Silas  A.  Taber,  1887;  Charles  F.  Luther,  1888; 
Charles  F.  Bumham,  1889;  John  F.  Oldham,  1890. 

The  present  condition  of  the  Lodge  of  which  this  sketch  is 
written,  is  alike  gratifying  and  encouraging.  The  Lodge  im- 
poses no  dues  upon  its  members,  yet  the  treasury  has  a  very 
respectable  cash  balance  on  hand.  The  unwritten  law  accepted 
at  the  outset,  in  relation  to  the  accepting  of  petitions,  has  be- 
come a  dead  letter,  yet  the  good  judgment  exercised  in  the 
careful  scrutiny  of  petitions,  has  prevented  unworthy  applicants 
from  being  admitted.  A  hearty  and  cordial  feeling  between  the 
members,  has  been  maintained  from  the  beginning  up  to  the 
time  of  the  present  writing.  Some  differences  have  occasion- 
ally arisen  between  the  mother  Lodge  and  its  child,  but  those 
differences  have  been  mainly  obliterated,  and  the  kindliest  feel- 
ing now  prevails  between  the  two  bodies  and  between  the  mem- 
bership of  both  organizations.  The  Lodge  has  before  it  a  pros- 
pect of  still  wider  and  more  important  usefulness. 

The  total  membership  of  .the  Lodge  in  Centennial  year,  1891, 
was  69.  The  officers  elected  and  installed  at  the  annual  com- 
munication, June  26,  1890,  were  the  following: 


W.*.  John  F.  Oldham  W.  M. 

Charles  H.  Ells  S.  W. 

Andrew  E.  Thresher  J.  W. 

W.*.  Charles  F.  Luther.  .  .Treas. 

Fred  A.  Hayward  Sec'v. 

W.\  Charles  F.  Blrnham.  .Chap. 
William  L.  Chatterton  . .  .S.  D. 


Alfred  J.  Johnson,  Jr  J.  D 

Curtis  H.  Bennett  S.  S. 

William  McGregor  J.  S. 

John  S.  Gill.  ..^  Mar. 

James  Holt  Sent. 

W.-.  John  F.  Adams  M.  D. 

Edward  Card  Tyler. 


■ 
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RISING  SUN  LODGE,  No.  30,  EAST  PROVIDENCE- 


\V.\  Bro.  Geo.  N.  Bliss,  appointed 
Jft.  by  this  Lodge  to  write  its  history, 

furnishes  a  carefully  prepared  sketch, 
the  substance  of  which  is  herewith 
presented : 

A  preliminary  meeting  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Ma- 
sonic Lodge  in  East  Providence,  was 
held  at  the  office  of  Bro.  Edward 
Dexter,  May  13,  1874.  Twenty-two 
brethren,  including  a  membership  in 
thirteen  Lodges,  were  present.  The  following  is  the  list  of 
names:  Geo.  X.  Bliss,  N.  W.  Britton,  A.  O.  Miles,  John  B. 
Randall,  Edward  Dexter,  A.  Griswold,  Robert  Sherman,  George 
Tarpe,  S.  J.  Dyer,  B.  C.  Barrows,  John  Champlin,  S.  D.  Smith, 
William  D.  Barker,  Wm.  H.  Bennett,  Jacob  Porter,  B.  J. 
Brown,  Simeon  Hunt,  Thos.  Ray,  W.  W.  Drake,  C.  H.  Hill, 
S.  S.  Rich,  K.  R.  Dow.  After  considering  the  subject  it  was 
decided  to  go  forward  in  the  movement  to  establish  a  new  Ma- 
sonic Lodge.  Other  meetings  were  held  on  the  20th  and  28th 
of  May,  1874,  and  the  proper  measures  were  taken  to  obtain  a 
Dispensation,  secure  a  place  of  meeting,  etc. 

The  petition  for  a  Dispensation  asked  that  Bro.  George  N. 
Bliss  should  be  designated  as  first  Master,  John  B.  Randall  as 
first  Senior  Warden,  and  Joseph  J.  Luther  as  first  Junior 
Warden.  A  Committee  was  appointed  to  select  a  name  for 
the  new  Lodge,  and  at  a  meeting  of  this  Committee  held  June 
2,  1S74,  the  name  of  "Rising  Sun"  was  suggested  by  Bro.  A. 
().  Miles,  then  a  member  of  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  39,  Nashua, 
N.  H.,  and  this  name  was  accepted  as  specially  appropriate  and 
was  presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  petition  for  a  Dispen- 
sation. 
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A  Dispensation  was  granted  by  the  M.\  VV.  •.  Grand  Master 
Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  under  date  of  July  4,  1874,  appointing  the 
brethren  recommended  in  the  petition  to  be  the  first  officers  of 
the  Lodge.  The  first  meeting  of  the  newly  authorized  Lodge 
was  held  in  Temple  of  Honor  Hall,  East  Providence,  Septem- 
ber 17,  1874.  At  this  meeting  W.  Master  Bliss  appointed  the 
following  officers:  Edward  Dexter,  Treasurer;  W.  H.  Bennett, 
Secretary;  C.  G.  Hill,  Senior  Deacon;  John  Champlin,  Junior 
Deacon;  Samuel  J.  Dyer,  Senior  Steward;  Alfred  Griswold, 
Junior  Steward;  Nelson  W.  Britton,  Chaplain;  W.  W.  Drake, 
Tyler. 

From  this  time  forward,  meetings  were  regularly  held  for  the 
conferring  of  the  degrees  of  Freemasonry  and  the  transaction 
of  business.  R.  \  W.  •.  Bro.  John  P.  Luther,  as  Special  Deputy, 
gave  valuable  assistance  to  the  officers  and  members,  and  under 
his  general  direction  the  ceremonies  of  t,he  several  degrees  were 
rendered  in  an  excellent  manner. 

A  petition  for  a  Charter,  accompanied  by  an  attested  copy  of 
the  By-Laws  adopted  at  a  Special  Communication  held  May  1, 
1875,  and  a  transcript  of  all  proceedings  under  Dispensation, 
was  presented  to  the  M.\  VV.-.  Grand  Lodge  at  its  Annual 
Communication  held  May  17,  1875,  and  the  desired  Charter 
was  granted. 

An  election  of  officers  took  place  at  a  Special  Communication 
held  July  2,  1875,  and  on  the  following  afternoon  the  Lodge 
was  duly  constituted,  and  the  officers  elect  duly  installed.  The 
occasion  was  one  of  much  interest  to  all  who  were  privileged  to 
be  present  and  witness  the  impressive  exercises.  These  exer- 
cises, in  accordance  with  the  prescribed  ritual,  were  conducted 
by  Grand  Master  M.\  W.\  Bro.  N.  Van  Slyck  and  the  officers 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  An  address  was  delivered  by  the  Grand 
Chaplain,  Rev.  H.  W.  Rugg.  The  eulogy  on  Masonry  was  de- 
livered by  the  Grand  Senior  Warden,  R.\  W.\  Thomas  Vincent. 
The  officers  installed  at  this  time  of  constituting  the  Lodge 
were  the  following:  George  X.  Bliss,  Master;  John  B.  Randall, 
Senior  Warden;  Joseph  J.  Luther,  Junior  Warden;  Simeon 
Hunt,  Treasurer;  Clarence  H.  Guild,  Secretary;  Charles  G. 
Hill,  Senior  Deacon;  John  Champlin,  Junior  Deacon;  Samuel 
J.  Dyer,  Senior  Steward;  George  Stuart,  Junior  Steward;  Nel- 
son W.  Britton,  Chaplain;  Frederick  Blood,  Tyler. 
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The  ability  and  faithfulness  of  Bro.  John  P.  Luther  were  rec- 
ognized by  the  presentation  to  him  of  a  beautiful  quarter  round 
writing  desk  and  bookcase  combined,  and  a  large  and  elegantly 
bound  Bible.  The  gifts  were  presented  with  suitable  remarks 
by  W.\  Bro.  A.  O.  Miles,  in  behalf  of  Rising  Sun  Lodge.  The 
recipient  acknowledged  in  fitting  words  the  kind  favor  of  his 
brethren  of  the  new  Lodge,  a9  thus  signified.  At  the  request 
of  Grand  Master  Van  Slyck,  some  remarks  were  offered  by  Past 
Grand  Master  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  who  set  forth  in  earnest  words 
the  moral  power  of  Freemasonry.  Thus  closed  the  varied  and 
protracted  services  connected  with  the  formal  establishment  of 
Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  30. 

The  Lodge  has  held  its  meetings,  almost  from  the  first,  in 
Freemasons'  Hall,  Ray's  Block,  East  Providence.  In  its  well 
appointed  Masonic  home,  many  pleasant  meetings  have  been 
held,  and  much  good  work  has  been  done  in  exemplifying  the 
ritual  and  making  expression  of  the  benign  principles  of  the 
institution.  The  brethren  of  Rising  Sun  Lodge  have  always 
shown  a  zealous  attachment  to  Freemasonry;  they  have  made 
much  of  the  social  features  of  the  organization;  they  have 
evinced  fraternal  courtesy  to  visitors,  and  they  have  excellently 
well  succeeded  in  securing  for  this  Lodge  a  strong  and  intelli- 
gent support,  thus  opening  the  way  for  its  accomplishment  of  a 
large  measure  of  usefulness. 

The  following  named  brethren  have  served  in  the  office  of 
Wor.  Master:  George  N.  Bliss,  A.  O.  Miles,  Joseph  J.  Luther, 
Charles  J.  Hill,  John  Champlin,  Clarence  H.  Guild,  George  H. 
Kenyon,  Henry  F.  Anthony,  Joseph  H.  Jewett,  George  E. 
Webster,  Mason  B.  Wood,  Simeon  Hunt,  Oscar  A.  Carleton, 
Charles  L.  Rogers,  Henry  R.  Rogers,  Wm.  R.  Sherman. 

Rising  Sun  Lodge  has  been  ably  represented  in  the  Grand 
Lodge.  It  has  furnished  a  popular  Grand  Master  of  the  Craft 
in  this  jurisdiction,  M.\  W.\  Bro.  George  H.  Kenyon,  who 
held  that  office  in  Centennial  year,  and  also  during  the  two 
years  last  preceding.  It  has  had  a  steady  growth  and  a  good 
measure  of  well-deserved  prosperity.  Its  interests  are  cared 
for  by  brethren  of  experience  and  wise  forethought,  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  anticipate  for  the  Lodge  a  progressive  career 
of  honor  and  usefulness. 

The  number  of  members  according  to  returns  made  in  1891, 


Digitized  by  Google 


MASONIC  LODGES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND.  563 

was  one  hundred.  The  officers  elected  at  the  annual  commu- 
nication, held  May  22,  1891,  and  installed  on  the  same  day, 
were  the  following: 


John  S.  Rogers  W.  M. 

Wm.  H.  Bennett  S.  W. 

Charles  H.  Wilmarth  J.  W. 

W.\  Joseph  H.  Jewett  Treas. 

W.\  Mason  B.  Wood  Scc'y. 

W.\  George  N.  Bliss  Chap. 

Stephen  S.  Rich  S.  D. 


Wm.  H.  McTwiggan  J.  D. 

Henry  B.  Simmons  S.  S. 

Charles  A.  Barden  J.  S. 

Osmond  C.  Goodell          .  .Mar. 

George  H.  Schroeder  Sent. 

Talbot  P.  Greene  M.  D. 

Daniel  Heaven  Tyler. 
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ATLANTIC  LODGE,  No.        NEW  SHOREHAM. 


Bro.  Charles  E.  Perry,  historian,  fur- 
nishes a  very  carefully  written  and  com- 
plete sketch  of  the  rise  and  progress  of 
this  Lodge,  which  is  herewith  presented 
in  a  slightly  abridged  form. 

The  members  of  the  Masonic  Frater- 
nity residing  on  Block  Island;  were  moved 
during  the  year  1875,  to  apply  to  the 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island, 
for  a  Dispensation  empowering  them  to 
form  and  open  a  Masonic  Lodge  on  said 
Island.  This  petition  was  favorably  re- 
ceived by  Grand  Master  M.\  W.\  Bro. 
Nicholas  Van  Slyck.  Under  the  authority  thus  conferred,  a 
special  Communication  convened  December  29,  1875,  at  which 
time  Bro.  John  W.  Hooper,  designated  as  first  Wor.  Master, 
Bro.  Darius  Dodge,  S.  W.,  and  Bro.  Almanza  B.  Littlefield, 
J.  W\,  with  other  officers  and  brethren,  were  present,  and  took 
part  in  the  proceedings.  Several  communications  were  held  at 
a  later  period  while  the  Lodge  was  acting  under  a  F>ispensation, 
and  on  May  15,  1876,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  at  its 
annual  session,  caused  a  charter  for  Atlantic  Lodge,  located  at 
New  Shoreham,  to  be  issued.  The  names  of  brethren  who  pe- 
titioned for  the  charter  were,  Nicholas  Ball,  Hiram  D.  Ball, 
Aaron  VV.  Mitchell,  Jesse  Rose,  Percival  Rose,  Abram  Mitchell, 
Lorenzo  Littlefield,  John  E.  Rose,  Darius  B.  Dodge,  Edward 
P.  Littlefield,  Uriah  B.  Dodge,  John  \V.  Hooper,  John  Thomas, 
Joshua  T.  Dodge,  Almanza  Littlefield,  Marcus  M.  Day,  Joshua 
F.  Dickens,  Noah  Dodge,  George  W.  Couley,  William  Little- 
field, John  Ray  Littlefield,  Samuel  R.  Littlefield,  William  R. 
Couley,  Barzillia  B.  Mitchell,  Jr.  The  first  elective  officers  of 
Atlantic  Lodge  were:  John  W.  Hooper,  Wor.  Master;  Darius 
B.  Dodge,  S.  W.;  Almanza  Littlefield,  J.  W. ;  Edward  P.  Little- 
field, Treas.,  and  Percival  Rose,  Sec'y. 
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Atlantic  Lodge  thus  authorized,  was  dnly  constituted  by  the 
Grand  Master  of  Masons,  M.\  W.\  Bro.  Nicholas  Van  Slyck 
and  other  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  on 
Wednesday,  August  9,  1876.  The  services  were  held  in  the 
Baptist  Church.  Grand  Master  Van  Slyck  delivered  an  address 
to  the  new  Lodge.  The  Officers  elect  were  duly  installed  by 
Bro.  Robert  S.  Franklin,  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  to 
whose  care  the  Lodge  was  assigned.  The  officers  thus  obligated 
and  installed  were  the  following:  John  W.  Hooper,  Worshipful 
Master;  Aaron  W.  Mitchell,  Senior  Warden;  Almanza  Little- 
field,  Junior  Warden;  Edmund  P.  Littlefield,  Treasurer;  Per- 
cival  Rose,  Secretary;  L'riah  Dodge,  Senior  Deacon;  John 
Rose,  Junior  Deacon;  Lorenzo  Littlefield,  Senior  Steward; 
John  Thomas,  Junior  Steward;  Joshua  T.  Dodge,  Chaplain; 
John  Ray  Littlefield,  Marshal;  Samuel  R.  Littlefield,  Sentinel; 
Thaddeus  Ball,  Musical  Director;  Jesse  Rose,  Tyler. 

From  this  time  forward,  meetings  of  the  Lodge  were  held 
regularly,  and  numerous  accessions  made.  The  first  member 
of  the  newly  formed  Lodge  called  away  by  death,  was  Bro. 
Jesse  Rose,  who  died  June  24,  1878,  and  was  buried  with  the 
usual  Masonic  Rites.  On  February  29,  1880,  Atlantic  Lodge 
attended  in  a  body  the  funeral  of  a  deceased  brother,  Capt.  Ar- 
chibald Millikin,  of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  Providence,  who  was 
drowned  in  the  Seekonk  river  a  few  days  previously,  and  whose 
body  was  recovered  and  brought  to  Block  Island  by  the  steam 
tug  Reliance.  The  usual  Masonic  burial  ceremony  was  observed 
at  his  funeral. 

During  the  year  1886,  on  the  17th  of  October,  the  Lodge  was 
for  the  third  time  in  its  history,  called  upon  to  perform  the 
solemn  duty  of  committing  to  the  earth  the  body  of  a  departed 
brother.  The  deceased  was  Past  Master  John  R.  Littlefield, 
one  of  the  charter  members.  He  was  a  highly  esteemed  citizen, 
and  a  faithful  and  much  loved  Mason. 

During  the  early  years  of  its  history,  Atlantic  Lodge  met  in 
apartments  that  were  used  by  Neptune  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  but 
as  there  came  an  increase  in  numbers  and  resources,  the  feeling 
grew  strong  to  obtain  a  Masonic  home  for  the  use  of  the  Lodge. 
The  enterprise  of  securing  such  a  home  was  pushed  vigorously 
forward,  and  the  corner-stone  of  the  building  erected  for  Ma- 
sonic uses  was  laid,  and  this  hall  dedicated,  August  26,  1890. 

86 
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Most  Wor.  Bro.  George  H.  Kenyon  was  Grand  Master  of  Ma- 
sons in  Rhode  Island  at  that  time.  The  Grand  Master  and 
other  Grand  Officers  proceeded  to  Block  Island  on  the  day 
named,  where  they  were  received  at  the  steamboat  landing  by 
Atlantic  Lodge,  No.  31,  which  escorted  them  to  the  place  where 
the  services  were  to  be  held.  The  exercises  were  in  accordance 
with  the  prescribed  Ritual.  An  address  was  delivered  by  Rt. 
Wor.  Bro.  Horatio  Rogers,  who  ably  set  forth  some  of  the  es- 
sential principles  and  functions  of  Freemasonry.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  same  day  the  hall  was  dedicated  to  Freemasonry, 
according  to  the  ancient  custom  and  usage  of  the  Craft,  and  its 
officers  were  duly  installed.  Interesting  addresses  were  made 
by  Grand  Master  Kenyon,  and  Bros.  Elisha  H.  Scott,  Acting 
S.  G.  W.,  and  Horatio  Rogers,  Past  Grand  Secretary.  This 
occasion  was  one  of  rare  privilege  and  edification  to  the  brethren 
of  Atlantic  Lodge  and  others  who  had  assembled  to  witness  the 
impressive  services.  Music  was  furnished  by  a  Masonic  choir, 
Bro.  N.  L.  Wilbur,  Grand  Musical  Director,  presiding  at  the 
organ.  The  hall  thus  dedicated  and  since  occupied  by  Atlantic 
Lodge,  is  a  plain,  unpretending  structure,  on  High  street,  near 
the  landing,  30  x  40  feet,  two  stories  in  height,  with  a  basement. 
The  upper  part  is  utilized  by  the  Lodge  room,  a  dining  hall,  a 
closet,  lavatory,  etc.  The  Lodge  room  is  carpeted,  and  com- 
fortably, though  not  luxuriously,  furnished. 

Atlantic  Lodge  has  had  during  its  short  life,  a  fair  degree  of 
prosperity.  It  has  been  obliged,  however,  to  do  its  work  under 
some  limitations.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  isolated  com- 
munities, even  of  considerable  size,  invariably  acquire  some  pe- 
culiarities of  manners  and  speech,  that  serve  to  distinguish  them 
from  larger  bodies  of  people,  living  under  conditions  that  admit 
of  frequent  intercourse.  The  majority  of  the  members  of  At- 
lantic Lodge,  have  not  probably  been  inside  a  Lodge  room  half 
a  dozen  times  since  they  were  admitted  to  the  Fraternity.  Vis- 
itors come  but  infrequently  to  the  Masonic  Lodge  on  Block 
Island,  hence,  there  is  but  little  opportunity  to  make  compari- 
sons in  the  work,  or  to  improve  in  Masonic  knowledge.  In  this 
connection,  therefore,  it  seems  proper  to  make  a  brief  reference 
to  Bro.  John  W.  Hooper,  who,  in  some  senses,  may  be  looked 
upon  as  the  father  of  Atlantic  Lodge.  He  was  Wor.  Master  of 
the  Lodge  for  five  consecutive  years,  when  he  declined  a  re- 
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election,  but  he  was  again  called  to  the  East  in  1884-5,  D>'  tne 
unanimous  choice  of  the  Lodge.  He  has  always  had  the  welfare 
of  the  Lodge  in  view.  His  acquaintance  with  the  Ritual  and 
the  ceremony  has  given  special  value  to  his  services,  so  faithful 
and  continuous.  Other  brethren  have  rendered  important  offi- 
cial service  to  the  Lodge,  among  them  Bro.  Edward  P.  Little- 
field,  who  has  been  Treasurer  since  the  organization  of  the 
Lodge,  a  period  of  nearly  sixteen  years.  Notwithstanding  its 
various  limitations  and  peculiar  needs,  Atlantic  Lodge  has  main- 
tained a  steady  and  prosperous  course.  It  has  expressed  a  good 
quality  of  Freemasonry,  and  afforded  a  ministry  of  fellowship 
and  benevolence  to  the  brethren  associated  together  under  its 
auspices.  The  whole  number  of  members,  as  reported  in  Cen- 
tennial year,  was  fifty-seven.  Its  officers  for  that  year  were  the 
following: 


John  C.  Champmn  \V.  M. 

Ci.arf.nce  C.  Rose  S.  W. 

Napoleon  B.  Rose  J.  W. 

Edward  P.  Littlefield  Treas. 

Almanza  J.  Rose  Scc'y. 

W.'.  John  W.  Hooper  Chap. 

"William  F.  Hooper  S.  D. 


Richmond  A.  Negus  J.  D. 

Elmer  H.  Day  S.  S. 

William  C.  Allen  J.  S. 

David  P.  Rose  Mar. 

Hamilton  A.  Mott  Sent. 

W.\  Almanza  Littlefield.  .M.  D. 
Percival  Rose  Tyler. 
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ROGER  WILLIAMS  LODGE,  No.  32,  CENTREDALE. 


The  following  sketch  was  furnished  by  Bro. 
James  H.  Angell,  Secretary  and  historian 
of  the  Lodge: 

The  origin  of  this  comparatively  new 
Lodge  was  due  to  the  desire  of  a  number 
of  brethren  residing  in  Centredale  and  the 
vicinity,  to  be  better  accommodated  in  the 
matter  of  Masonic  privileges.  Some  thirty 
of  these  brethren  gave  consideration  to 
the  matter,  and  concluded  that  it  would 
be  well  for  them,  and  helpful,  perhaps,  to 
UBERTASj^  tjie  Masonic  Fraternity,  should  they  or- 
ganize a  new  Lodge. 

The  first  meeting  of  which  any  record  has  been  preserved, 
was  held  at  the  Union  Free  Library  room,  in  Centredale,  on  the 
evening  of  September  15,  1875.  A  goodly  number  of  interested 
brethren  were  present.  Bro.  James  H.  Angell  of  Temple  Lodge, 
No.  18,  was  asked  to  preside.  He  briefly  stated  the  object  of  the 
meeting,  and  expressed  an  opinion  favorable  to  the  proposed 
movement.  At  a  later  period  during  the  same  evening,  Bro. 
James  C.  Collins  was  chosen  Chairman,  and  Bro.  Frank  C.  An- 
gell, Secretary;  both  of  these  brethren  were  members  of  Temple 
Lodge,  No.  18.  After  some  exchange  of  views  a  Committee 
was  appointed  to  obtain  information  in  regard  to  the  desires  of 
brethren  living  in  the  vicinity  as  to  the  proposed  establishment 
of  a  new  Masonic  Lodge.  Other  meetings  were  held  during  the 
succeeding  months,  and  from  time  to  time  the  committee  of  in- 
quiry made  reports.  The  general  desire  of  brethren  who  were 
consulted,  seemed  to  be  in  favor  of  organizing  a  new  Lodge,  as 
proposed. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  the  evening  of  December  27,  1875,  the 
subject  of  a  name  for  the  proposed  new  Lodge  was  discussed. 
Among  other  suggestions  made,  was  the  taking  of  the  name  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHARLKS  K  DAWLF.V. 


Digitized  by  Google 


MASONIC  LODGES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND.  569 

"  Roger  Williams"  as  an  appropriate  and  suitable  designation. 
The  question  was  argued  whether  or  not  it  was  proper  to  desig- 
nate the  Lodge  by  the  name  of  Roger  Williams,  there  being  no 
positive  proof  that  he  was  a  Mason.  It  was  argued,  however, 
that  Roger  Williams  possessed  the  traits  of  character  and  views 
of  human  duty  toward  God  and  man,  quite  in  accord  with  the 
general  principles  of  Freemasonry.  This  being  the  case,  it  was 
decided,  after  due  deliberation,  that  the  name  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams should  be  adopted  as  the  designation  of  the  Lodge.  After 
several  preliminary  meetings  were  held',  a  petition  signed  by 
twenty-six  Master  Masons,  was  presented  to  Temple  Lodge, 
No.  1 8,  Greenville,  asking  that  Lodge  to  recommend  the  peti- 
tion for  a  new  Lodge  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams, and  located  in  the  village  of  Centredale.  Temple  Lodge 
acceded  to  the  wishes  of  the  petitioners,  and  on  January  27, 
1876,  Most  Wor.  Bro.  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Grand  Master  of 
Masons  in  Rhode  Island,  issued  a  Dispensation  to  the  peti- 
tioners, and  appointed  Bro.  Thomas  Wilmarth  the  first  Wor. 
Master;  Bro.  Alexander  W.  Harrington,  S.  W.,  and  Bro.  Charles 
P.  Walker,  J.  W.  By  direction  of  the  Grand  Master,  the  newly 
authorized  organization  was  placed  under  the  charge  of  Bro. 
John  P.  Luther,  as  Special  Deputy. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Lodge  under  Dispensation,  was  held 
in  the  hall  in  Railroad  Block,  Centredale.  At  this  meeting 
James  H.  Angell  was  appointed  Treas. ;  Frank  C.  Angell,  Sec'y; 
Roger  W.  Harris,  S.  D. ;  A.  Jarvis  Smith,  J.  D. ;  George  T. 
Angell,  S.  S.;  William  F.  Allison,  J.  S. ;  George  E.  Olney, 
Chap.;  James  V.  Dawley,  Mar.;  George  W.  Capron,  M.  D., 
and  Asael  S.  Angell,  Tyler.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the  regular 
meetings  of  the  Lodge  on  the  first  Saturday  before  each  full 
moon,  and  no  change  has  ever  been  made,  as  respects  the  time 
of  holding  the  Communications  of  the  Lodge.  A  petition  for  a 
Charter  for  the  new  organization  was  presented  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  at  its  annual  session,  held  May  15, 
1876.  After  due  examination  and  consideration,  a  Charter  was 
issued  to  the  following  named  brethren:  Thomas  Wilmarth, 
Alexander  W.  Harrington,  Charles  P.  Walker,  James  H.  An- 
gell, Frank  C.  Angell,  James  C.  Collins,  Daniel  O.  Angell, 
Rufus  W.  Harris,  A.  Jarvis  Smith,  Leroy  G.  Weston,  William 
Andrews,  Ansel  S.  Angell,  Cornelius  M.  Capron,  George  F.  An- 
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gell,  John  Reade,  Almanzo  S.  Stone,  James  D.  Dawley,  Jr., 
John  R.  Cozzens,  William  F.  Allison,  George  F.  Stottard, 
George  E.  Olney,  William  Rowley,  Jr.,  Oliver  P.  Sherman,  Jr., 
R.  William  Greatorex,  Charles  E.  Nichols,  George  E.  Eddy, 
Charles  H.  Cozzens,  George  W.  Capron,  Henry  C.  Arnold, 
George  W.  Stone,  Henry  R.  Hill,  George  W.  Dorrance,  Lilley 
B.  Mowry,  and  Mial  S.  Aldrich. 

The  Lodge  was  duly  constituted  under  the  Charter  granted 
May  27,  1876,  by  Grand  Master  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  assisted 
by  the  Officers  of  Grand  Lodge.  An  address  appropriate  to  the 
occasion  was  delivered  by  R.\  W.  •.  Bro.  George  M.  Carpenter. 
The  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Bro.  Henry  A.  Pierce,  in- 
stalled the  following  brethren  as  Officers  of  the  newly  consti- 
tuted body,  Roger  Williams  Lodge,  No.  32:  Thomas  Wilmarth, 
Master;  Alexander  W.  Harrington,  S.  W. ;  Charles  P.  Walker, 
J.  W.;  James  H.  Angell,  Treas. ;  Frank  C.  Angell,  Sec'y; 
Rufus  W.  Harris,  S.  D. ;  A.  Jarvis  Smith,  J.  D. ;  George  F. 
Angell,  S.  S. ;  William  F.  Allison,  J.  S. ;  James  V.  Dawley,  Jr., 
Mar.;  George  E.  Olney,  Chap.;  Daniel  O.  Angell,  Sent.;  Asael 
S.  Angell,  Tyler,  and  George  W.  Capron,  M.  D. 

Roger  Williams  Lodge  thus  constituted,  started  out  in  a 
career  of  activity  and  of  usefulness,  having  the  purpose  to  gain 
the  respect  of  the  community  wherein  it  was  established.  This 
has  been  the  endeavor  of  the  members  of  Roger  Williams  Lodge 
from  that  time  until  now.  It  is  believed  that  some  worthy  ex- 
pression has  been  made  of  the  principles  of  Freemasonry  as 
applied  to  common  life  during  the  comparatively  brief  history 
of  this  organization.  On  June  13,  1884,  the  Lodge  was  made 
the  recipient  of  a  fine  banner,  presented  to  it  by  the  residents  of 
Centredale  and  the  vicinity.  Very  interesting  exercises  were 
held  in  connection  with  the  presentation  of  the  beautiful  banner, 
made  of  blue  and  white  silk  trimmed  in  gold,  with  lace  and 
fringe,  and  embellished  with  appropriate  Masonic  designs.  The 
banner  was  the  handiwork  of  F.  C.  Savory,  of  Boston,  Mass. 
Roger  Williams  Lodge  took  part  in  the  parade  at  the  laying  of 
the  corner-stone  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  Providence,  June  7, 
1874,  and  also  at  the  celebration  of  the  One  Hundredth  Anni- 
versary of  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island,  June  24,  1X91,  and  on  the  latter  occasion  the  beautiful 
banner  before  referred  to,  was  carried  for  the  first  time. 
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The  Lodge  continued  to  hold  its  meetings  in  the  hall  in  Rail- 
road Block,  until  October,  1885,  when  a  change  was  made,  and 
the  present  commodious  and  comfortable  apartments  in  Angell 
Block,  Centredale,  were  secured.  These  apartments  are  con- 
veniently arranged  both  for  music  and  social  purposes. 

The  pedestal  on  the  Wor.  Master's  station  has  an  historic  in- 
terest which  entitles  it  to  special  mention,  the  die  or  shaft  of 
the  same  being  cut  from  the  rock  on  which  Roger  Williams 
landed,  when  he  came  to  Rhode  Island,  1636.  This  die  or 
shaft  of  the  pedestal  was  obtained  by  the  persevering  efforts  of 
one  of  the  members,  Bro.  Frank  C.  Angell,  who  presented  it  to 
the  Lodge.  The  pedestal  is  artistically  finished,  with  proper 
emblems  and  inscriptions.  The  granite  base  and  marble  capi- 
tal were  the  gift  of  Bro.  Rufus  W.  Harris  and  Bro.  Thomas 
Wilmarth. 

Roger  Williams  Lodge,  at  the  time  of  the  Centennial  celebra- 
tion, June  24,  1891,  had  fifty-five  members.  The  following 
named  brethren,  have  served  in  the  office  of  Wor.  Master: 
Thomas  Wilmarth,  1876-77,  and  again  in  1879;  Alexander  W. 
Harrington,  from  May,  1877,  to  May,  1878;  Rufus  W.  Harris, 
from  May,  1879,  to  May,  1880;  William  Andrews,  from  May, 
1880,  to  May,  1881;  James  V.  Dawley,  from  May,  1881,  to 
May,  1883;  Robert  Henry  Morton,  from  May,  1883,  to  May, 
1884;  Daniel  O.  Angell,  from  May,  1884,  to  May,  1886;  Wil- 
liam F.  Allison,  from  May,  1886,  to  May,  1887;  William  H. 
McAbee,  from  May,  1887,  to  May,  1890;  Charles  F.  Dawley, 
from  May,  1890,  to  May,  1891,  when  he  was  again  re-elected 
for  the  year  ensuing. 

The  Officers  of  the  Lodge  elected  and  installed  May  23, 
1891,  were  the  following: 


.\V.  M. 

.J.  D. 

Oliver  P.  Sherman.  . . . 

....S.  W. 

s  s 

 I.  w. 

\Y.\  William  H.  McAbee 

J.  s. 

W.\  James  V.  Dawley... 

.  Mar. 

\Y.\  William  F.  Allison.  .Sent. 

A.  Jarvis  Smith  

.M.  D. 

James  N.  Smith  

. .  •  .  S. 
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ADELPHOI  LODGE,  No   33,  PROVIDENCE. 


W.\  Bro.  John  W.  McKnight  furnishes 
the  following  brief  sketch:  Early  in 
the  year  1876,  a  few  of  the  members 
of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  believing  they 
could  do  better  work  and  increase  their 
interest  in  Masonry  by  the  formation 
of  a  new  Lodge,  asked  for  and  received 
a  Dispensation,  and  through  the  kind 
assistance  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  and 
others  of  the  Fraternity,  Adelphoi 
Lodge,  No.  33,  was  born. 

The  Dispensation  was  granted  on  the 
fifth  of  February,  187O,  and  the  Lodge  was  Chartered  on  the 
fifteenth  of  May,  and  Constituted  under  direction  of  Grand 
Master  Nicholas  Van  Slyck  on  the  twelfth  of  June  in  the  same 
year. 

Thus  came  into  existence,  a  Lodge,  then  as  now  intended  to 
be  what  might  be  termed  a  44  Family  Lodge,"  wherein  the  mem- 
bers might  be  bound  in  social  ties  much  more  closely  than 
would  be  possible  in  a  Lodge  with  a  larger  membership. 

To  Bro.  Stillman  White,  its  first  W.  Master,  and  a  few  other 
devoted  Masons,  Adelphoi  Lodge  owes  its  birth  and  its  very 
healthy  existence. 

The  Lodge  had  eighteen  members  when  organized,  several 
of  whom  were  Past  Masters. 

The  reaper,  Death,  has  called  upon  two  of  its  members,  and 
the  Lodge  mourns  the  loss  of  R.  W.  Henry  Allen  Chace  and 
\V.  K/.ra  Samuel  Dodge. 

The  first  members  initiated  in  this  Lodge  were  Bros.  Dutee 
Wilcox  and  John  Sanford,  and  the  Master's  degree  was  con- 
ferred upon  them  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  June,  1878. 

There  are  now  forty-four  members  of  whom  fourteen  are  Past 
Masters. 
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This  Lodge  has  beautiful  rooms  of  its  own  in  the  Elizabeth 
building,  No.  J04  North  Main  St.,  which  are  of  ample  size  and 
handsomely  furnished.  Adelphoi  Lodge  is  probably  the  most 
social  Masonic  organization  of  any  in  the  State,  and  has  abun- 
dantly proven  that  those  earnest  members  who,  fifteen  years 
ago,  thought  such  a  Lodge  to  be  necessary,  really  builded  better 
than  they  knew. 

*No  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  has  been  more  harmonious  or 
more  prosperous,  and  no  Lodge  has  more  nearly  attained  the 
object  sought  than  Adelphoi.  No  officer  has  ever  been  elected 
and  no  action  taken  by  this  Lodge  except  by  unanimous  vote. 

While  it  is  the  desire  of  the  members  that  this  shall  always 
be  a  small  Lodge,  they  believe  that  small  as  she  is,  this  Lodge 
has  done  a  good  work  and  has  well  exemplified  the  teach- 
ings of  our  Ancient  Order,  and  its  members,  while  giving  due 
credit  and  praise  to  others,  know  that  Adelphoi  ranks  with 
the  best. 

Its  members  have  not  been  selected  for  their  financial  or 
great  intellectual  ability,  but  to  illustrate  to  the  Fraternity  and 
to  others  the  significance  of  its  name — Adelphoi — a  band  of 
brothers. 

Its  meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month  and 
the  average  attendance  will  compare  favorably  with  the  larger 
Lodges.  In  fact  the  interest  of  its  members  seems  never  to 
grow  dormant  and  its  doors  are  always  open  to  brother  Masons, 
whom  it  delights  to  entertain. 

The  number  of  members  of  Adelphoi  Lodge  as  reported  in 
1891  was  forty-one.    The  officers  for  that  year  were  as  follows: 


Clarence  M.  Godding          \V.  M. 

Richard  H.  Deming  S.  \Y. 

William  P.  Vaighan  J.  \V. 

Israel  B.  Mason  Treas. 

W.'.  John  \V.  McKnight.  .  .Sec'y. 

\V.\  George  H.  Holmes  Chap. 

George  H.  Heatikote  S.  D. 


William  Barker  J.  D. 


J.  Edward  Stidley  S.  S. 

Edward  A.  Godding  J.  S. 

George  L.  Shepley  Mar. 

Henry  A.  Kjrby  Sent. 

William  A.  Walton  M.  D. 

James  M.  Scott  Tyler. 


Digitized  by  Google 


574 


MASONIC  LODGES  IX  RHODE  ISLAND. 


UNITY  LODGE,  No.  34,  LONSDALE. 


The  following  sketch  is  a  condensation 
v(V  of  the  very  carefully  prepared  and  am- 

pie  history  of  Unity  Lodge,  presented 
by  W.  Bro.  William  Martin,  Secretary 
of  the  Lodge. 

Unity  Lodge,  located  in  the  village 
of  Lonsdale,  town  of  Cumberland,  was 
thirteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  when 
the  centennial  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island  was  observed;  but  to 
trace  the  organization  to  its  beginning, 
reference  must  be  had  to  a  period  con- 
siderably before  the  time  of  its  formal  establishment. 

In  the  year  1864,  so  far  as  known,  there  were  but  two  resi- 
dents of  Lonsdale  who  were  members  of  the  Masonic  institu- 
tion, namely  ;  Bros.  John  J.  Carpenter  and  Hiram  Titus  ;  the 
former  made  a  Mason  in  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  13,  Woon- 
socket;  the  latter  in  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  Pawtucket.  Bro. 
Carpenter  held  his  Masonic  membership  quite  to  himself,  and 
few  persons  knew  that  he  belonged  to  the  Craft.  Nevertheless, 
at  his  death,  in  1870,  he  received  the  honors  of  a  Masonic 
funeral.  Freemasonry  was  not  regarded  with  any  considerable 
favor  in  Lonsdale,  until  a  comparatively  recent  period.  Be- 
tween the  years  1864  and  1878,  there  seemed  to  be  a  general 
change  of  feeling  in  the  community,  for  at  that  time  some  forty 
persons  had  united  with  Masonic  Lodges  in  the  vicinity,  and 
learned  for  themselves  of  its  lessons  of  truth,  and  its  activities 
of  benevolence.  Among  the  most  active  and  devoted  members 
at  that  time,  Bro.  Hazard  Sherman  comes  distinctively  into 
view.  His  was  an  overflowing  soul;  and  no  sacrifice  was  too 
great  for  him  to  make  in  order  that  his  brethren  might  attend 
the  Lodge  meetings.  At  the  period  noticed,  schools  of  Masonic 
instruction  were  often  held  in  private  residences.    Soon  the 
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feeling  of  increasing  loyalty  to  the  Craft,  and  ■  the  desire  for 
more  convenient  access  to  the  privileges  of  Masonic  meetings, 
led  the  brethren  in  Lonsdale  to  plan  for  aTiome  of  their  own. 

The  formation  of  the  Lonsdale  Masonic  Relief  Association, 
the  objects  of  which  were  to  take  care  of  the  sick,  and  afford 
pecuniary  relief  to  the  unfortunate,  led  apparently  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  new  Lodge.  A  building  formerly  used  for  a 
school-house,  and  owned  by  the  Lonsdale  Co.,  was  rented,  fitted 
up,  and  furnished  for  the  uses  of  the  Masonic  Relief  Associa- 
tion. The  work  done  by  this  Association  in  behalf  of  many  of 
its  members,  was  most  commendable.  In  1877,  however,  the 
association  was  discontinued;  and  a  society  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter came  into  being  in  Valley  Falls,  the  year  following,  which 
now  lives  and  prospers  carrying  on  the  same  good  work.  The 
Lonsdale  brethren,  however,  maintained  the  organization  under 
a  somewhat  different  form  of  government,  and  held  regular 
meetings  in  the  hall  afterwards  controlled  by  Unity  Lodge, 
which  may  be  said  to  be  the  outgrowth  of  the  previously  organ- 
ized association. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  brethren  interested,  called  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  establishing  a  Masonic  Lodge  in  Lons- 
dale, was  held  on  the  evening  of  February  9,  1878.  After  due 
consultation  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  go  forward  and  petition 
for  the  formation  of  a  new  Lodge.  A  board  of  officers  was 
nominated  at  this  meeting,  as  follows:  N.  B.  Kerr,  W.  M.; 
John  Dawber,  S.  \\\;  Peter  Lowe  Robertson,  J.  W.;  Geo.  Sher- 
man, Treas.;  James  E.  Cook,  Sec;  James  Crawshaw,  Chap.; 
John  Bradshaw,  S.  D. ;  Geo.  A.  Farrar,  J.  D. ;  John  Mills,  S.  S.; 
John  Ramsden,  J.  S.;  Robert  S.  Blair,  Mar.;  Alfred  Hough, 
Mus.  Dir.;  Geo.  Birchell,  Tyler;  Jos.  Fleming,  Sen. 

When  the  question  of  naming  the  Lodge  arose,  it  was  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  all  assembled  that  a  committee  should  be 
chosen  to  wait  upon  the  Superintendent  of  the  Lonsdale  Co., 
Bro.  Gilbert  W.  Pratt,  and  accord  to  him  the  honor  of  selecting 
the  name.  Bro.  Pratt  expressed  his  grateful  appreciation  of  the 
honor,  and  suggested  the  name  "Unity,"  and  this  name  was 
unanimously  approved.  It  should  be  stated  in  this  connection, 
that  in  more  than  one  sense,  Bro.  Pratt  is  to  be  regarded  as  the 
paternal  head  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  in  Lonsdale.  His  own 
Lodge  membership  is  with  King  David  Lodge,  Mass  ;  yet  his 
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desire  for  the  prosperity  of  Unity  Lodge,  and  his  general  love 
for  the  institution,  have  permitted  him,  on  numerous  occasions, 
to  show  in  very  practical  ways,  his  goodwill  for  the  Lodge 
located  in  Lonsdale. 

Fortf-two  Masons,  in  good  and  regular  standing,  signed  the 
petition  for  a  Dispensation.  This  petition  was  presented  to 
Bro.  Charles  R.  Cutler,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  in  due  time  received  the  approval  of  the  Grand 
Master.  In  granting  the  Dispensation,  Grand  Master  Cutler 
designated  Bro.  Nathaniel  B.  Kerr  as  first  Master;  Bro.  John 
Dawber  as  S.  W,  and  Bro.  Peter  L.  Robertson  as  J.  W.;  and 
appointed  Wor.  Bro.  Moses  D.  Church  Special  Deputy,  to  have 
in  charge  the  Lodge  during  the  time  of  its  work,  U.  D. 

The  Grand  Lodge  at  its  annual  session,  held  in  Providence, 
May  20,  1878,  after  hearing  a  favorable  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Charters  and  By-Laws,  to  whom  had  been  referred 
the  petition  of  Unity  Lodge,  U.  D.,  for  a  charter,  the  Grand 
Lodge  voted  that  the  desired  charter  be  issued  to  Unity  Lodge, 
to  be  located  at  Lonsdale,  and  to  be  numbered  34.  The  follow- 
ing named  brethren  were  included  in  the  charter  membership: 
Nathaniel  B.  Kerr,  John  Dawber,  James  Geldard,  Edwin  Saxon, 
Richard  Stringer,  James  Entwistle,  George  Birchell,  Thomas 
Pollitt,  James  C.  Dexter,  John  Bradshaw,  Peter  L.  Robertson, 
John  Mills,  John  Simpson,  James  Crawshaw,  John  Ramsden, 
James  L.  McKinlay,  William  Martin,  Charles  W.  Thornton,  John 
Yates,  Robert  S.  Blair,  James  Whittle,  Joseph  Nelson,  Alfred 
Hough,  Henry  Jones,  William  T.  Gildard,  James  Nelson,  James 
E.  Cook,  Miles  G.  Merry,  William  Davis,  George  Sherman, 
Alfred  Sherman,  Luke  Duxbury,  William  Fleming,  John  N. 
Boyd,  Hazard  Sherman.  Dennis  Sharkey,  Thomas  Lambert, 
Joseph  Fleming,  Thomas  A.  Pingree,  Daniel  Wilkinson.  Archi- 
bald Cooper,  William  McAllister. 

The  Lodge  was  formally  constituted  June  15,  1S7S.  The 
Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Masonic  Hall,  the  Grand  Master, 
Most  Wor.  Bro.  Charles  R.  Cutler,  presiding.  Wor.  Bro.  Alvord 
O.  Miles  officiated  as  Grand  Marshal,  and  under  his  leadership 
a  procession  was  formed,  headed  by  Reeves'  American  Band, 
and  marched  to  the  Lonsdale  Co's.  hall,  in  the  old  village.  The 
hall  was  filled  to  overflowing  with  the  families  and  friends  of 
the  members,  to  witness  the  service  of  constitution,  and  the 
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public  installation  of  the  officers.  The  Masonic  portion  of  the 
services  was  rendered  by  the  American  Band,  and  the  choir 
from  the  Masonic  Orpheus  Club,  of  Providence,  and  an  address 
suited  to  the  occasion  was  delivered  by  Rev.  William  N.  Ackley, 
Acting  Grand  Chaplain.  The  officers  elect,  were  installed  by 
Rt.  Wor.  Bro.  John  P.  Luther,  Third  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  to  whose  care  the  Lodge  was  consigned  during  the  first 
period  of  its  charter  existence.  The  officers  installed  at  this 
time,  were:  N.  B.  Kerr,  W.  M.;  John  Dawber,  S.  W.;  Peter 
Lowe  Robertson,  J.  W.;  Geo.  Sherman,  Treas.;  James  L.  Mc- 
K inlay,  Sec;  James  Crawshaw,  Chap.;  John  Bradshaw,  S.  D.; 
William  Martin,  J.  D.;  John  Mills,  S.  S.;  John  Ramsden,  J.  S.; 
Geo.  Birchell,  Sen.;  Robert  S.  Blair,  Mar.;  Alfred  Hough,  Mus. 
Dir.;  Joseph  Fleming,  Tyler. 

The  work  of  the  Lodge,  even  at  the  first,  was  most  credita- 
ble to  the  officers  and  brethren.  Much  attention  had  been  given 
to  mastering  the  ritual  and  ceremonial  in  all  parts,  and  the 
officers  of  Unity  Lodge  had  contributed  essentially  in  the 
needed  preparation  for  the  correct  working  of  the  degrees. 

Before  the  close  of  the  year  1878,  Bro.  James  L.  McKinlay 
was  stricken  down  by  consumption,  and  was  obliged  to  relin- 
quish the  duties  of  his  office  as  secretary.  At  the  first  annual 
meeting,  Bro.  John  Mills  was  chosen  his  successor.  About  this 
time,  family  gatherings,  for  which  Unity  Lodge  is  famed,  were 
started.  These  gatherings,  providing  for  the  social  intercourse 
of  the  family  and  friends  of  the  members,  have  been  regarded 
with  a  large  measure  of  satisfaction.  Literary  and  musical 
exercises  constitute  a  marked  feature  of  these  social  occasions. 

The  shadow  that  overhung  the  Lodge,  occasioned  by  the  sick- 
ness of  the  first  secretary,  Bro.  McKinlay,  did  not  dissipate,  and 
on  January  4,  1880,  this  young  and  much  esteemed  member  of 
the  Lodge,  departed  this  life  in  the  sure  and  certain  hope  of  a 
glorious  resurrection.  This  was  the  first  broken  hnk  in  the 
chain  of  charter  membership. 

Bro.  Kerr's  administration  as  Master,  was  energetic  and  suc- 
cessful. In  the  latter  part  of  the  second  year  of  his  holding 
this  office,  he  removed  from  the  village  and  was  therefore  unable 
to  labor  so  assiduously  on  behalf  of  the  Lodge  as  before;  but 
he  had  laid  for  his  successors  an  abiding  foundation  which  will 
perpetuate  his  memory  through  coming  years. 
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Bro.  John  Dawber  was  elected  Master  of  the  Lodge  on  the 
evening  of  February  ro,  1880,  and  Bro.  Peter  L.  Robertson, 
S.  W.  The  last  named  brother  filled  the  position  only  that 
evening.  Rt.  Wor.  John  P.  Luther  in  making  his  report  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  says:  "I  installed  Bro.  Peter  L.  Robertson  Sen. 
Warden,  and  while  reciting  to  him  the  solemn  service,  a  quiver 
of  the  lip  and  the  tear  in  eye,  were  evidences  to  me  that  he  felt 
indeed  that  the  Grand  Leveller  of  human  greatness  would  soon 
end  his  earthly  existence,  which  proved  true;  for  in  about  one 
month  he  closed  his  eyes  in  death."  This  brother  who  died  so 
soon  after  his  election  to  an  important  office  in  the  Lodge,  was 
highly  esteemed  by  his  associates;  he  died  March  3,  1880. 
During  the  administration  of  Bro.  Dawber,  entertainments  for 
the  members  and  their  friends,  in  the  nature  of  socials  and 
family  gatherings,  were  plentiful,  and  were  greatly  enjoyed. 
From  these  occasions  handsome  sums  were  netted  for  the  swell- 
ing of  the  Lodge  funds,  and  the  providing  of  better  furniture 
and  appointments  in  the  Lodge  room;  pillars  for  the  middle 
chamber;  handsome  chairs  and  settees  for  the  east,  west,  and 
south;  and  cushioned  chairs  for  all  the  officers,  were  purchased 
with  the  avails  of  these  socials.  During  the  second  year  of  this 
administration,  Bro.  Hartington  was  taken  sick  and  died,  his 
burial  taking  place  in  Moshassuck  cemetery.  The  large  num- 
ber of  brethren  who  followed  his  remains  through  a  terrible 
storm  of  sleet  and  rain,  bore  evidence  to  the  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held.  Two  of  his  sons  have  since  become  members  of 
Unity  Lodge.  One  interesting  incident  during  the  time  when 
Bro.  Dawber  was  Wor.  Master,  included  services  held  in  con- 
nection with  the  Initiating,  Passing,  and  Raising  his  own  son; 
and  this  young  brother  being  endowed  with  excellent  musical 
abilities,  has,  by  their  exercise  on  many  occasions,  added  much 
to  the  impressiveness  of  our  ceremonies.  On  January  3,  1882, 
Bro.  George  Sherman  was  complimented  by  being  made  the 
recipient  of  a  "  Jones's  Masonic  Register,"  filled  out,  and  en- 
closed in  a  very  elaborate  gilt  frame,  presented  to  him  by  the 
Lodge,  in  token  of  his  faithful  and  efficient  services  while  hold- 
ing the  office  of  treasurer.  During  Bro.  Dawber's  three  years 
of  service  as  Master,  Unity  Lodge  made  considerable  progress 
in  numbers  and  resources.  Thirty  candidates  were  admitted, 
and  when  he  retired  there  was  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  more 
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than  $400.  His  labors  were  constant  for  the  elevating  of  the 
Lodge  to  the  position  which  it  now  holds  amongst  sister  Lodges 
of  the  jurisdiction.  In  proof  of  his  loyalty  and  devotion  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  for  the  first  five  years  in  the  history  of  LTniiy 
Lodge,  he  was  present  at  every  communication. 

At  the  fifth  annual  communication,  held  February  13,  1883, 
Bro.  William  Martin  was  chosen  Master,  and  served  two  years. 
During  his  term  of  office  the  Lodge  was  called  out  on  four  dif- 
ferent occasions,  to  consign  to  their  last  resting  places,  respect- 
ively, the  remains  of  four  departed  brethren,  namely:  Daniel 
Wilkinson,  Henry  C.  Jones,  Hazard  Sherman,  and  William  J. 
Patterson;  the  last  named  being  a  sojourning  Mason  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  Dublin,  Ireland.  The  other  three  brethren  were 
charter  members  of  Unity  Lodge;  they  had  been  residents  of 
Lonsdale  for  many  years,  and  their  memory  and  worth  are  en- 
shrined in  the  affections  of  the  whole  community. 

About  this  time  the  Lodge  was  favored  by  receiving  from 
Mrs.  James  McKinlay,  a  beautiful  portrait  in  oil,  of  her  departed 
husband,  the  first  secretary  of  Unity  Lodge,  Bro.  James  L.  Mc- 
Kinlay. A  fine  crayon  portrait  of  Bro.  Gilbert  W.  Pratt,  was 
also  placed  conspicuously  in  the  Lodge  room  at  the  same  time. 
A  memorial  picture  of  the  charter  members  was  obtained.  This 
consists  of  forty-eight  cabinet  pictures  enclosed  in  a  massive 
gilt  frame,  60x66  inches,  and  is  pronounced  by  all  to  be  a  most 
attractive  work.  Interesting  as  it  now  is,  it  will  be  still  more 
valuable  when  the  members  of  the  group  shall  have  departed 
this  life. 

On  July  28,  j 883,  Unity  Lodge  caused  a  brief  sketch  of  its 
organic  life,  prepared  by  Bros.  John  Dawber  and  William  Mar- 
tin, to  be  included  among  the  articles  deposited  in  the  corner 
stone  of  the  new  building,  Christ  Church,  Lonsdale. 

Bro.  James  A.  Pingree  was  chosen  Master  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing, held  February  9,  1885,  and  served  one  year.  During  this 
term  the  officers  were  furnished  with  handsome  lambskin  aprons 
trimmed  with  blue  silk;  the  Past  Masters  of  the  Lodge  were  like- 
wise presented  with  aprons  of  the  same  stamp,  embossed  with 
square  and  compass  in  the  center.  During  the  year  of  Bro.  Pin- 
gree's  administration,  the  membership  increased,  and  a  consid- 
erable amount  was  added  to  the  Lodge  funds.  The  Lodge  fes- 
tival that  year  was  one  of  the  most  notable  occasions  in  its  his- 
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tory,  many  distinguished  Masons  being  present,  among  whom 
were  Grand  Master  Bro.  Lyman  Klapp,  and  ex-Governor  Bourn, 
of  Rhode  Island. 

Bro.  John  F.  Hindley  was  chosen  Master,  February  9,  1886. 
He  served  faithfully  for  one  year,  during  which,  however,  only 
one  application  was  received,  which  was  not  accepted;  conse- 
quently no  work  was  done.  Bro.  Hindley  declined  a  re-election. 
He  was  succeeded  February  8,  1887,  by  Bro.  Dawber,  who  again 
rendered  energetic  service  as  Master  for  a  period  of  two  years. 
During  this  time  the  Lodge  was  called  to  mourn  the  taking 
away  by  death,  of  Bros.  John  Mills  and  Alfred  Sherman,  who 
were  greatly  mourned  by  their  surviving  brethren.  While  Bro. 
Dawber  was  holding  the  office  of  Master  for  the  second  time, 
ten  more  members  were  added  to  the  roll  of  Unity  Lodge.  He 
was  succeeded  February  12,  1888,  by  Bro.  Luke  Duxbury,  who 
served  for  two  years  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  accept- 
ance to  the  Lodge.  During  these  two  years  twelve  more  names 
were  added  to  the  roll  of  membership.  During  this  period 
three  more  links  were  severed  in  the  chain  of  charter  member- 
ship, namely:  Bros.  William  Davis,  Miles  G.  Merry,  and  Dennis 
Sharkey.  Thus  ten  of  the  brethren  whose  names  were  enrolled 
on  the  charter,  were  called  away  to  the  unknown  future  during 
the  first  thirteen  years  of  the  existence  of  the  Lodge. 

The  historian  of  Unity  Lodge  in  summing  up  the  record, 
says:  "The  calls  for  acts  of  charity  in  the  form  of  almsgiving, 
during  the  years  since  Unity  Lodge  was  organized,  have  been 
many,  and  a  deaf  ear  has  never  been  turned  to  the  unfortunate. 
The  Lodge  has  gone  even  beyond  its  obligations  in  relieving 
the  necessities,  and  ministering  to  the  wants  of  those  not  be- 
longing to  the  home  organization."  He  also  states  that  the 
Fodge  has  prospered  in  more  than  an  ordinary  measure,  because 
"it  has  adapted  itself  to  the  wants  of  the  community."  Lenity 
Lodge  has  been  loyal  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  has  ever  sought 
to  make  its  course  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
governing  body,  and  to  so  conduct  itself  as  to  promote  the  gen- 
eral prosperity  of  the  Craft.  Its  membership  has  multiplied 
about  three-fold,  and  includes,  at  the  time  of  this  writing,  men 
of  every  rank  and  station  of  life.  Its  affairs  are  in  good  hands, 
the  best  feeling  prevails,  ami  the  outlook  is  everywhere  hopeful 
and  encouraging. 
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The  whole  number  of  members,  as  reported  in  1891,  was  115. 
The  officers  of  the  Lodge  for  that  year  were  the  following: 


James  Hindle  W.  M. 

David  Conn  S.  W. 

Henry  Ewart  J.  W. 

George  Sherman  Treas. 

William  Martin  Sec'y. 

Joseph  Lesty  Chap. 


Samuel  E.  Carpenter  S.  D. 


John  W.  Quinham  J.  D. 

William  S.  Hague  S.  S. 

Edmond  I\  Robinson  J.  S. 

George  W.  Hawkins  Mar. 

Edward  McLean:  Sent. 

William  J.  E.  Yates  M.  D. 

Thomas  Lambert  Tyler. 
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REDWOOD  LODGE,  No.  35-  PROVIDENCE. 


The  history  of  this  Lodge,  compiled 
by  Bros.  William  H.  T.  Mosley  and 
Lorenzo  Traver,  is  alike  ample  and 
interesting  in  its  presentation  of  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  activities  of  the 
organization,  since  the  time  of  its 
formation,  1877.  The  editor  has 
found  it  necessary,  however,  in  this 
case  as  in  several  others,  to  abbrevi- 
ate somewhat  the  sketch  furnished, 
and  to  unite  some  of  its  statements 
in  a  briefer  form  of  presentation. 
In  the  year  1877  some  of  the  Israelitish  Masons  residing  in 
Providence,  felt  the  need  of  uniting  themselves  together,  more 
closely,  by  the  establishment  of  a  Masonic  Lodge.  The  idea 
of  forming  such  a  new  Lodge  originated  with  Bro.  Myer  Noot. 
Others  favored  such  a  movement,  and  a  petition  was  circulated 
and  signed  by  a  considerable  number  of  brethren,  and  the  same 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
Rhode  Island,  January  2,  1S78.  The  petitioners  asked  that  the 
proposed  new  Lodge  should  be  designated  by  the  name  of 
11  Redwood  Lodge;"  also  that  Myer  Noot  be  the  first  Master; 
Henry  Green,  S.  W. ;  and  Leopold  Hartman,  J.  \V. 

The  petitioners  whose  names  were  in  the  charter  afterwards 
granted,  were  as  follows:  Myer  Noot,  Henry  Green,  Leopold 
Hartman,  Abraham  Gomperts,  Adolph  Cohen,  Joseph  Schwarz, 
Charles  Jacobs,  Hyman  Happ,  Lorenzo  Traver,  William  Rich- 
ardson, Morris  L.  Happ,  Adolph  Greenwood. 

The  petition  for  the  establishment  of  Redwood  Lodge  was 
recommended  by  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  Providence.  The 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  the  jurisdiction,  Bro.  Charles  R. 
Cutler,  granted  a  Dispensation  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
the  petitioners,  February  22,  1878. 
The  first  meeting  of  Redwood  Lodge,  U.  D.,  was  held  in 
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Haggai  Hall,  No.  41,  Weybosset  street,  on  the  evening  of  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1878.  Rt.  Wor.  Bro.  George  M.  Carpenter,  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  was  present  and  gave  all  needed  direc- 
tions to  the  proceedings.  The  Wor.  Master  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing officers,  namely:  Hymon  Happ,  Treas. ;  Lorenzo  Traver, 
Secretary;  Abraham  Gomperts,  S.  D. ;  Charles  Jacobs,  J.  D.; 
Adolph  Cohen,  S.  S. ;  William  Richardson,  J.  S. ;  and  Adolph 
Greenwood,  Tyler. 

From  this  first  meeting,  U.  D.,  held  February  22,  1878,  to 
the  date  of  the  last  meeting,  lT.  D.,  June  3,  1878,  there  were 
18  petitions  presented,  upon  which  ballots  were  taken,  all  being 
clear  with  the  exception  of  one.  During  this  period  there  were 
twelve  meetings  held,  and  10  candidates  initiated,  certainly  a 
good  record  of  interest  and  of  activity. 

The  petition  for  a  Charter,  accompanied  by  the  By-Laws  of 
the  new  Lodge,  were  submitted  to  Grand  Lodge  and  approved 
at  its  annual  session,  held  May  20,  1878.  It  was  voted  that 
Redwood  Lodge  should  be  numbered  35,  and  to  have  concur- 
rent jurisdiction  with  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  Mount  Vernon 
Lodge,  No.  4,  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  and  Corinthian 
Lodge  No.  27,  located  in  the  city  of  Providence,  together  with 
Rising  Sun  Lodge,  of  East  Providence.  The  new  Lodge  thus 
authorized  was  constituted  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  June  10, 
1878,  in  accordance  with  the  services  prescribed  by  the  ritual. 
Grand  Master  Bro.  Charles  R.  Cutler  presided  at  the  services, 
and  an  address,  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  was  delivered  by 
Rev.  Francis  H.  Hemperley,  acting  as  Grand  Chaplain.  At 
the  close  of  the  constituting  services,  the  following  officers  of 
Redwood,  having  been  duly  elected,  were  installed  by  the  Dis- 
trict Deputy  Grand  Master,  Bro.  George  M.  Carpenter,  to  whose 
care  the  Lodge  was  assigned:  Myer  Noot,  W.  M. ;  Henry 
Green,  S.  W. ;  Leopold  Hartman,  J.  W. ;  Hyman  Happ,  Treas.; 
Lorenzo  Traver,  Sec'y;  Abraham  Gomperts,  S.  D. ;  Charles 
Jacobs,  J.  D. ;  Adolph  Cohen,  S.  S. ;  William  Richardson,  J.  S. ; 
Joseph  Schwarz,  Mar. ;  Morris  L.  Happ,  Sent. 

At  the  close  of  the  formal  services  a  collation  was  served,  at 
which  some  eighty  brethren  sat  down  to  enjoy  the  hospitality  of 
the  newly  constituted  Lodge.  Wor.  Bro.  Myer  Noot  served  as 
Master  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Redwood  Lodge 
had  thirty-one  members. 
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At  the  third  annual  meeting  of  Redwood  Lodge,  Bro.  Leo- 
pold Hartman  was  elected  Wor.  Master.  Regular  meetings 
were  maintained,  and  a  goodly  number  of  petitions  presented 
and  acted  upon.  The  roll  of  membership,  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing in  1 88 1,  contained  36  names.  In  that  year  the  Lodge 
obtained  an  act  of  incorporation  from  the  General  Assembly; 
it  bore  date  of  April  9,  1881.  At  the  fourth  annual  communi- 
cation, held  June  13,  1881,  the  Most  Wor.  Grand  Master  of 
Masons  in  Rhode  Island,  Bro.  Thomas  Vincent,  was  present 
with  many  Grand  Officers.  The  election  was  held  under  the 
direction  of  Grand  Master  Vincent,  the  Senior  and  Junior  Grand 
Wardens  acting  as  tellers.  Bro.  Melvin  Parker  was  elected 
Wor.  Master.  The  officers  elected  and  appointed,  were  duly 
installed  by  the  Grand  Master.  During  this  year  death  visited 
this  Lodge  for  the  first  time.  Charles*  A.  Tucker  died  October 
11,  1881.  He  was  initiated  February  14,  of  the  same  year,  and 
admitted  to  membership  May  9.  Two  weeks  after  the  death  of 
Bro.  Tucker,  Bro.  Solomon  Levy,  who  had  only  taken  the  first 
degree  in  Freemasonry,  departed  this  life;  he  was  in  the  43d 
year  of  his  age.  During  the  years  next  succeeding,  considera- 
ble work  was  done,  and  the  affairs  of  the  Lodge  were  managed, 
generally,  with  discretion. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  held  June  11,  1883,  Most  Wor.  Grand 
Master  Bro.  Lyman  Klapp  visited  the  Lodge,  and  presided  at 
the  election.  The  membership  of  the  Lodge,  as  then  reported, 
was  39.  On  March  13,  1883,  another  member  of  Redwood 
Lodge  died,  Bro.  Frederick  C.  Neilson.  He  was  a  native  of 
Copenhagan,  Denmark,  born  in  1846,  and  died  in  Denver,  Col- 
orado, on  the  date  just  named.  He  had  been  a  member  of 
Redwood  Lodge  in  good  standing  for  three  years.  Bro.  Charles 
Jacobs  died  during  the  same  year,  1883,  being  in  the  54th  year 
of  his  age.  He  was  born  in  Prussia,  and  had  resided  for  some 
time  in  New  York  City,  where  he  was  made  a  Mason  in  1857. 
He  dimitted  from  Zerubbabel  Lodge,  No.  329,  New  York,  to 
become  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Redwood  Lodge,  No. 
35,  Providence. 

Although  some  work  was  done  during  the  following  year,  and 
new  members  added,  the  aggregate  membership  was  diminished 
to  36.    Two  had  died,  as  already  noticed,  and  two  dimitted. 

Bro.  William  Henry  Hunt,  a  member  of  Redwood  Lodge, 
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born  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  May  16,  1843,  died  February  17,  1885. 
His  membership  in  the  Lodge  dated  from  May  8,  1882.  During 
the  year  last  referred  to,  and  the  year  following,  some  differ- 
ences of  opinion  prevailed  among  members,  and  no  additions 
were  made.  At  the  annual  meeting,  held  June  14,  1886,  37 
names  were  reported  as  constituting  the  roll  of  membership. 
At  that  time  the  death  of  Bro.  Charles  H.  Scott  was  reported. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  Redwood  Lodge  since  March  13, 
1882;  he  died  December  13,  1886,  in  Butte,  Montana  Territory. 

The  tenth  annual  communication  of  the  Lodge,  held  June 
13,  1887,  was  made  notable  by  the  delivery  of  an  instructive 
address  by  Wor.  Bro.  Myer  Noot,  upon  the  duties  of  Masons 
toward  their  brother  Masons.  Bro.  Noot  moved  out  of  the 
State  about  this  time,  but  retained  all  of  his  former  interest  in 
the  prosperity  of  the  organization.  At  the  succeeding  annual 
meeting,  June  11,  1888,  he  sent  a  communication  to  Redwood 
Lodge,  bearing  his  fraternal  greeting  and  best  wishes.  The 
Records  of  the  succeeding  years  until  the  time  of  the  Centen- 
nial Anniversary  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  show  meetings  held  with 
regularity,  and  comparatively  well  attended.  The  annual  meet- 
ings were  made  interesting  by  the  presence  of  Grand  Officers, 
and  special  services  suited  to  the  occasion.  It  is  the  custom  of 
Redwood  Lodge  to  present  a  Past  Master's  jewel  to  each  of  its 
retiring  Masters.  This  presentation  is  usually  made  at  the  time 
of  the  annual  meetings. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  Redwood  Lodge,  held  June  8,  1891, 
the  total  membership  of  the  Lodge  was  reported  as  44.  During 
the  thirteen  years  of  its  organic  life,  1 14  applications  for  the 
degrees  have  been  presented  to  this  Lodge;  67  of  these  petitions 
have  been  approved,  and  64  candidates  have  been  initiated. 
The  losses  by  deaths  and  removals,  and  also  for  non-payment 
of  dues,  have  been  considerable,  so  that  the  present  member- 
ship of  the  Lodge  is  not  large.  It  is  now  favored,  as  it  always 
has  been,  with  zealous  and  faithful  brethren  to  support  its  inter- 
ests. Among  the  charter  members  to  whom  reference  may  well 
be  made  in  this  connection,  are  Wor.  Bros.  Myer  Noot,  Leopold 
Hartman,  Henry  Green,  Lorenzo  Traver,  who  served  as  secre- 
tary for  1 1  years,  and  Adolph  Cohen.  Others  who  came  into 
the  Lodge  at  a  later  period  have  also  served  its  interests  faith- 
fully, in  elective  or  appointed  offices.    It  had  forty-eight  names 
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on  its  list  of  members  as  reported  in  1891.  The  officers  of  the 
Lodge  in  Centennial  year,  elected  and  installed  June  8,  1891, 
were  the  following: 


JAMKS  L.  Hot' LESTER  \V.  M. 

Eugene  H.  Lincoln  S.  W. 

Charles  R.  Southey   J.  W. 

Lous  Frank  Treas. 

W.\  Wm.  H.  T.  Mosi.EY....Sec'y. 

W.\  Henry  Green  Chap. 

William  H.  Dohson  S.  I). 


Joseph  I.  Hahn  J.  D. 

Leander  F.  Whitmarsh  S.  S. 

Rldolph  M.  Warshauer.  .  .J.  S. 

W.-.  Wm.  M.  Green  Mar. 

Edgar  A.  Mowry  Sent. 

Amon  R.  TnuksTfix  Tyler. 
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ORPHEUS  LODGE,  No.  36,  PROVIDENCE. 


W.\  Bro.  William  H.  Scott  is  the  author 
of  the  following  excellent  sketch : 

This  is  the  Musical  Lodge  of  tjie  juris- 
diction. During  the  past  twelve  years 
of  its  existence  as  a  Lodge,  it  has  fur- 
nished the  vocal  music  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  on  many  public 
occasions,  and  even  as  early  as  1864  it 
sang  as  a  club  for  the  Grand  Lodge,  at 
the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the 
Trinity  M.  E.  Church  in  this  city. 
The  Lodge  is  the  outgrowth  of  a  musical  society  composed 
of  five  young  men,  who  in  the  winter  of  1860-61  met  together 
for  mutual  improvement.  Their  names  are  George  B.  Chace, 
who  presided  at  the  piano  and  acted  as  director,  Thomas  P. 
Fenner,  Herman  Decker,  Eli  Smith  and  Edwin  Baker.  So 
much  did  they  enjoy  the  rehearsal  of  the  beautiful  part-songs 
for  male  voices,  that  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  try  the  experi- 
ment on  a  larger  scale  during  the  next  winter,  and  accordingly 
there  was  formed  on  Wednesday,  November  13,  1861,  the  organ- 
ization long  known  as  "  The  Orpheus  Club."  The  names  of  the 
seventeen  original  members  of  the  club  are,  Edwin  Baker,  its 
first  and  only  President;  C.  Henry  Alexander,  Vice  President; 
John  W.  Noyes,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  Lewis  T.  Downes, 
Musical  Director;  Daniel  S.  Parkhurst,  Alonzo  Williams,  Geo. 
F.  Robinson,  George  C.  Noyes,  Erastus  L.  Walcott,  Thomas  P. 
Fenner,  John  Howe,  George  B.  Chace,  Herman  Decker,  Theo- 
dore Andrews,  Edwin  D.  Robbins,  A.  Richmond  Rawson,  and 
Eli  Smith.  This  number  was  gradually  increased  by  the  addi- 
tion of  some  of  the  best  singers  in  the  city.  By  regular  and 
persistent  practice  under  proper  direction,  the  club  took  a  high 
rank  among  musical  organizations,  and  awakened  great  interest 
in  musical  circles. 


Digitized  by  Google 


588 


MASONIC  LODGES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 


On  June  2,  1862,  the  club  made  its  debut  in  a  grand  vocal 
and  instrumental  concert  at  the  East  Greenwich  Seminary,  and 
on  June  4,  1862,  it  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  popular, 
national,  musical  dialogue,  "Uncle  Sam  and  his  Family,"  given 
at  the  Broad  Street  Christian  Church,  of  this  city. 

From  1863  to  1867  it  gave  many  musical  soirees  and  public 
concerts,  which  received  flattering  mention  in  our  daily  papers. 
The  Providence  Press  of  February  10,  1866,  said:  "The  con- 
cert of  the  Orpheus  Club  last  night  was  one  of  the  best  musical 
entertainments  ever  given  in  this  city.  The  music  was  excel- 
lent, and  its  execution  would  have  brought  encomiums  even 
from  Orpheus  himself."  The  Providence  Journal  of  the  same 
date  said:  "The  Orpheus  Club  Concert  was  a  very  great  suc- 
cess. Yes,  whether  we  look  at  the  character  of  the  music  pre- 
sented, the  style  in  which  it  was  performed,  the  reception  it 
met  with,  or  the  assemblage  gathered  to  hear  it,  we  feel  fully 
justified  in  pronouncing  it  a  very  great  success." 

During  the  same  period  the  club  sang  at  the  laying  of  the 
comer-stone  of  the  Trinity  M.  E.  Church,  already  referred  to; 
at  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Sorrow,  held  at  the  Chestnut  Street  M.  E. 
Church,  on  March  20,  1865,  in  commemoration  of  R.\  W.  •. 
George  Arnold  French,  Grand  Senior  Warden;  at  the  special 
funeral  services  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln,  held  on  April 
!9>  '865,  in  the  Beneficent  Congregational  Church;  and  at  the 
Sangerfest  of  the  Liederkranz  Society  on  June  26,  27,  28,  1866. 

From  1863  to  1869  was  the  most  active  period  of  the  club's 
existence;  and  although  after  this  time  it  sang  occasionally  on 
such  prominent  events  as  the  laying  of  the  foundation-stone  of 
the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Monument,  on  June  24,  1870,  the  lay- 
ing of  the  corner-stone  of  the  Providence  County  Court  House, 
the  dedication  of  the  halls  of  Jenks,  Warwick  and  Franklin 
Lodges,  the  constitution  of  Corinthian,  Barney  Merry,  Rising 
Sun,  Atlantic,  Roger  Williams,  Adelphoi,  Unity,  and  Redwood 
Lodges,  yet  the  character  of  the  club  was  being  metamorphosed. 
Its  early  associations  had  so  entirely  changed,  that  after  1872 
its  members  met  only  to  rehearse  music  for  the  purpose  of  sing- 
ing at  Masonic  meetings,  a  majority  of  the  club  being  members 
of  the  Fraternity.  In  November  of  that  year,  its  By-Laws 
were  so  altered  that  only  Master  Masons  in  good  standing  were 
to  be  afterwards  admitted  to  membership.    At  the  same  time 
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its  non-Masonic  members  resigned,  and  thus  the  way  was  pro- 
vided for  the  perpetuation  of  the  club  as  a  Masonic  Lodge. 

A  petition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  a  Dispensation,  signed  by 
the  members  of  the  club,  was  presented  to  St.  John's  Lodge, 
No.  i,  Providence,  and  their  recommendation  obtained,  and  on 
April  29,  1879,  a  Dispensation  was  granted  by  M.\  W.\  Grand 
Master  Charles  R.  Cutler,  appointing,  at  the  request  of  the 
members,  Edwin  Baker  to  be  its  first  Master,  U.  D. ;  Henry 
Clay  Field,  its  first  Senior  Warden;  and  William  Russell  Greene, 
its  first  Junior  Warden.  R.  •.  W.\  John  P.  Luther,  especially 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  convened  the  Lodge  on  the  same 
day,  duly  installed  its  officers,  and  the  Master  then  and  there 
held  the  first  communication  of  Orpheus  Lodge.  The  officers 
besides  those  already  named,  were,  William  McDonald,  Treas. ; 
William  B.  Bennett,  Sec'y;  Joseph  William  Rice,  Chap.;  Wor. 
Samuel  A.  Howland,  S.  D. ;  George  H.  Lincoln,  J.  D. ;  Wor. 
Henry  T.  Stone,  S.  S.;  W.\  Edward  E.  Darling,  J.  S.;  C. 
Henry  Alexander,  Mar.;  Theodore  A.  Allen,  Sent.;  George  B. 
Chace,  Mus.  Dir.;  John  A.  Howland,  Tyler. 

On  May  19,  1879,  a  charter  was  granted  to  Orpheus  Lodge, 
No.  36,  and  its  By-Laws  approved,  by  the  Grand  Lodge;  but  as 
dual  memberships  were  not  allowed,  and  as  many  of  the  thirty- 
six  petitioners  declined  to  leave  their  mother  Lodges,  the  charter 
was  not  accepted  until  May  5,  1880.  On  that  date  the  club 
voted  to  cease  to  exist  on  the  constitution  of  the  new  Lodge, 
and  the  new  Lodge  voted  to  transfer  to  honorary  membership 
those  club  members  who  did  not  wish  to  become  active  members 
by  dimit.  The  Lodge  was  publicly  constituted  by  M.\  \V.  •. 
Grand  Master  Edward  L.  Freeman,  in  Masons'  Hall,  What 
Cheer  Building,  on  its  semi-annual,  May  12,  1880,  with  William 
Russell  Greene  as  its  first  Master  under  the  charter;  C.  Henry 
Alexander,  its  first  Senior  Warden;  George  H.  Lincoln,  its  first 
Junior  Warden;  and  the  following  list  of  officers:  Henry  Baker, 
Treas.;  William  B.  Bennett,  Sec'y;  J.  William  Rice,  Chap.: 
Leander  G.  Sherman,  S.  D.;  Milton  Livsey,  J.  D.;  Edward  H.  ' 
Parks,  S.  S.;  Lewis  L.  Fales,  J.  S. ;  Dwight  M.  Downes,  Mar.; 
Theodore  A.  Allen,  Sent.;  George  B.  Chace,  Mus.  Dir.;  Justus 
Thomas,  Tyler. 

The  Lodge  was  presented  with  many  costly  and  useful  gifts, 
from  its  many  friends  among  the  brethren  of  sister  Lodges, 
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and  from  the  Lodges  themselves,  as  well  as  from  its  fair  friends 
outside  of  the  Craft,  gifts  of  paraphernalia,  lights  and  working- 
tools,  which  enabled  the  Lodge  to  begin  its  existence  fully 
equipped  and  ready  for  work.  These  acts  of  kindness  served 
to  strengthen  the  bond  of  union  already  existing. 

The  Lodge  furnished  the  musical  part  of  the  ceremonies  at 
the  constitution  of  Nestell  Lodge,  No.  37,  on  September  30, 
1880,  and  a  friendship  was  thus  engendered  between  these  two 
youngest  Lodges,  which  has  ever  since  been  maintained. 

At  the  first  annual  communication  of  the  Lodge,  November 
10,  1880,  the  board  of  officers  were  unanimously  re-elected  and 
re-appointed,  and  were  installed  by  M.\  W.\  Grand  Master 
Thomas  Vincent. 

During  the  term  of  the  first  Master,  five  members  were  added 
to  the  roll  of  membership,  two  of  whom  were  of  the  original 
membership  of  the  club.  It  was  early  felt  among  the  members 
of  the  Lodge  that  it  was  desirable  to  keep  it  a  small  body,  and 
to  exercise  the  greatest  care  in  admitting  new  members,  both 
that  its  distinctive  character  as  a  musical  Lodge  might  be  main- 
tained, and  that  the  peace  and  harmony  which  had  always  been 
a  characteristic  of  the  club  might  be  perpetuated  in  the  Lodge. 
This  policy  has  since  prevailed,  and  its  wisdom  has  been  proved 
by  the  result. 

In  188 r ,  C.  Henry  Alexander  was  elected  Master.  During 
this  year  the  Lodge  moved  from  Baker  Hall  to  Orpheus  Hall, 
No.  70  Weybosset  street,  where  it  had  a  new,  commodious  and 
well-appointed  Lodge  room  and  ante-rooms,  which  were  also 
occupied  by  Nestell  Lodge,  No.  37.  The  dedication  of  the 
new  rooms  was  signalized  by  a  grand  union  social  of  the  two 
Lodges,  on  January  7,  1882. 

In  1882,  George  H.  Lincoln  became  Master.  During  his 
administration  the  Lodge  took  a  prominent  part  musically  in 
the  post-prandial  exercises  of  the  grand  and  elaborate  celebra- 
tion of  the  twentv-fifth  anniversarv  of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No. 
2i,  on  February  2,  1883.  It  also,  by  invitation  of  the  Grand 
Master,  furnished  music  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of 
the  Burnside  Memorial  Building,  at  Bristol,  R.  I.,  on  September 
25,  1883.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  Bro.  Chester  A. 
Arthur,  honored  the  occasion  by  his  presence. 

In  1 883,  Leander  G.  Sherman  was  elected  Master.  During 
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this  year  the  Lodge  was  called  upon  to  act  as  Grand  Lodge 
Choir  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  Freemasons'  Hall, 
Providence,  on  June  7,  1884. 

In  1884,  Milton  Livsey  was  chosen  Master.  The  Lodge  sang 
at  the  laying  of  the  foundation-stone  of  the  Perry  Monument, 
at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  September  1,  1885. 

George  H.  Bunce  followed  as  Master  in  November,  1885. 
The  Lodge  furnished  the  vocal  music  at  the  dedication  of  the 
Freemasons'  Hall,  Providence,  on  February  3,  1886. 

At  the  annual  communication  on  November  10,  1886,  Allen 
M.  Peck  was  installed  Master.  On  the  same  date  occurred  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  formation  of  "The  Orpheus 
Club,"  and  a  special  celebration  of  the  event  was  held.  On 
June  24,  1887,  the  services  of  the  Lodge  were  called  into  requi- 
sition at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  George  Hail  Free 
Library  Building  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  and  the  brethren  of  Orpheus 
who  attended  will  not  soon  forget  the  generous  hospitality  ac- 
corded them  by  Most  Wor.  Past  Master  Charles  R.  Cutler. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Lodge,  held  October  19,  1887,  it 
was  voted  to  lease  rooms  in  the  Freemasons'  Hall  Building.  It 
was  with  many  regrets  that  the  Lodge  decided  to  leave  the  suite 
of  rooms  at  Orpheus  Hall,  occupied  by  it  for  nearly  six  years, 
and  associated  with  many  pleasant  memories.  But  as  it  was 
deemed  wise  to  remove,  it  was  decided  to  make  its  entrance  into 
the  new  building  a  red  letter  day  in  the  Lodge's  history.  This 
was  accordingly  done  at  the  annual  communication,  on  Novem- 
ber 9,  1887,  when  Theodore  A.  Allen  was  installed  Master. 
During  this  year  the  Lodge  acted  as  Grand  Lodge  Choir  at  the 
laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  East  Providence  Town  Hall, 
on  August  10,  1888. 

In  November,  1888,  John  C.  Davis  was  elected  Master.  Dur- 
ing this  winter  a  series  of  four  socials  was  given,  making  a 
pleasant  season  for  the  brethren  and  their  friends.  One  of 
these  social  events  consisted  in  part  of  a  fine  concert  by  the 
Rhode  Island  Music  Teachers'  Association.  On  September  23, 
1889,  the  Lodge  sang  for  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  laying  of  the 
corner-stone  of  the  Reformed  Jewish  Synagogue,  Providence. 

In  1889,  George  C.  Noyes  was  installed  Master.  On  February 
25,  1890,  the  Lodge  tendered  a  grand  reception  to  Most  Wor. 
George  H.  Kenyon,  Grand  Master,  to  the  officers  of  the  Grand 
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Lodge  and  of  the  other  Masonic  bodies,  and  to  the  Masters  and 
Musical  Directors  of  all  the  Subordinate  Lodges  within  the  juris- 
diction. An  interesting  feature  of  the  occasion  was  a  rehearsal 
of  musical  selections  appropriate  to  the  ritual  work  of  the  Lodge 
degrees.  On  August  15,  1890,  the  Lodge  sang  at  the  laying  of 
the  corner-stone  of  the  new  Town  Hall,  at  Warren,  R.  I.,  and 
on  August  26,  1890,  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  new 
Masonic  Hall,  at  Block  Island. 

The  original  members  of  Orpheus  founded  the  Lodge  upon 
correct  principles  and  a  sure  foundation,  and  its  methods  of 
procedure  have  always  been  in  strict  accord  with  constitutional 
law.  Music,  both  instrumental  and  vocal,  has  formed  a  pleas- 
ing and  elevating  part  of  the  Lodge  work.  The  spirit  of  broth- 
erly love,  a  distinctive  tenet  of  the  Craft,  the  Lodge  has  tried 
to  show  by  enriching  and  inspiring  others  with  their  music. 
No  Lodge,  Grand  or  Subordinate,  has  ever  sought  in  vain  its 
aid  for  musical  services.  In  fact,  it  has  been  the  musical  sup- 
port of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  always  takes  delight  in  showing 
its  allegiance  by  responding  promptly  to  its  call. 

We  have  to  chronicle  with  a  passing  tribute,  the  death  of  five 
active  and  two  honorary  members:  Bro.  Elbert  M.  Peckham, 
October  23,  1883;  Bro.  Frank  A.  Devereux,  September  9,  1885; 
Bro.  Henry  Baker,  March  14,  1888,  at  the  advanced  age  of  83 
years,  6  months,  4  days,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Fra- 
ternity for  more  than  sixty  years;  Bro.  George  B.  Hale,  Jan- 
uary 14,  1890;  Bro.  Justus  Thomas,  February  22,  1891.  Hon- 
orary members,  Bro.  Charles  R.  Cutler,  M.\  Wor.  Past  Grand 
Master,  March  26,  1889;  Eben  Tourjee,  April  12,  1891.  These 
brethren  were  men  of  sterling  character,  who  were  thoroughly 
in  sympathy  with  the  principles  and  tenets  of  the  Order. 

The  membership  of  the  Lodge,  as  reported  in  Centennial  year, 
was  eighty-two  active  and  sixteen  honorary.  The  officers  for 
that  year  were  as  follows: 


I)<.\  Carlos  II.  Tinkh\m,..W.  M. 

W111.1  am  H.  Scott  S.  W. 

Henry  P.  Morc.an  J.  \V. 

W.\  C'iK.oRr.R  II.  Bi'NCF.  ...Treas. 
William  H.  Bennett  Sec'y. 

W.\  FeANDER  (•.  SlIKRMAV.Chap. 

ChxrlesC.  Mlmeord  S.  D. 


Charles  H.  Hathaway  J.  I >. 

Edward  Field,  2d  S.  S. 

Walter  M.  Oailey  J.  S. 

RoiiLRT  J.  (.11.MORE  Mar. 

Alexander  Eraser  Sent. 

W.\  Charles  L.  Keny<>n...M.  I). 
Thoma>  I'.  Fenner  Tyler. 
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NESTELL  LODGE,  No.  37,  PROVIDENCE 


'Ax  historical  sketch  of  this  Lodge, 
prepared  by  Bro.  George  Robinson, 
is  herewith  presented,  the  paper  thus 
submitted  to  the  editor  having  been 
but  slightly  changed  and  condensed. 

Nestell  Lodge  was  constituted  Sep- 
tember 30,  1880.  It  was  organized 
at  a  time  when  the  country  had  just 
recovered  from  a  long  season  of  de- 
pression, and  its  establishment  was, 
in  a  small  way,  a  sign  of  better  times. 
The  question  of  starting  a  new 
Lodge,  of  which  this  was  the  outgrowth,  had  been  discussed 
for  a  considerable  period,  but  without  any  practical  results. 
L^sually  in  forming  a  new  Lodge,  the  material  is  taken  from  a 
Lodge  or  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction,  and  includes  brethren 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  ritual.  In  this  case,  however, 
the  brethren  were  either  affiliated,  or  held  membership  in  other 
jurisdictions  from  Maine  to  Texas,  and  from  Scotland  to  Central 
America.  The  majority  of  them  knew  little  about  Freemasonry, 
and  still  less  of  the  work  as  practiced  in  Rhode  Island.  With 
these  conditions  it  is  no  matter  of  surprise  that  there  was  some 
hesitancy  in  taking  hold  of  the  matter  of  forming  a  new  Lodge, 
when  at  best  the  project  seemed  largely  experimental. 

The  brother  most  interested  in  the  formation  of  this  Lodge, 
was  Henry  M.  Potter,  of  St.  Alban's  Lodge,  No.  6,  Bristol  R.  I. 
Bro.  Joseph  Baker,  of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  Providence, 
was  induced  to  take  hold  of  the  enterprise,  and  under  his 
guidance  the  matter  soon  assumed  a  definite  shape.  The  first 
meeting  for  preliminary  organization  was  held  in  the  store  of 
Wilson  &  Potter,  59  Weybosset  street,  Providence,  December 
22,  1879.  At  this  meeting  Bro.  Joseph  Baker  was  elected  Chaii- 
man,  and  Bro.  Henry  M.  Potter,  Secretary.  It  was  unani- 
mously voted  to  petition  for  a  Dispensation  to  form  a  new 
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Masonic  Lodge  to  be  named  Narragansett  Lodge.  It  was  also 
voted  that  Bro.  Joseph  Baker  be  designated  as  the  first  Master 
of  the  Lodge,  Bro.  Henry  M.  Potter,  Senior  Warden,  and  Bro. 
James  W.  Lees,  Junior  Warden. 

The  petition  having  been  approved  by  St.  John's  Lodge,  No. 
i,  Providence,  was  presented  to  Grand  Master  E.  L.  Freeman, 
and  a  Dispensation  was  duly  issued,  bearing  date  March  4,  1880. 

At  the  first  meeting  held  under  this  authority,  March  8,  1880, 
in  the  Scottish  Rite  Hall,  48  Weybosset  street,  Rt.  Wor.  Edwin 
Baker  presided  as  Special  Deputy  of  the  Grand  Master,  and 
read  the  Dispensation;  and  at  the  close  of  his  reading,  Bro. 
Joseph  Baker  was  formally  inducted  into  the  Oriental  chair. 
At  this  meeting  attention  was  called  to  the  change  of  the  name 
of  the  Lodge,  from  Narragansett  to  Nestell,  a  special  alteration 
having  been  made,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Grand  Secretary, 
that  recognition  might  be  made  of  the  Masonic  fidelity  of  a 
brother  recently  deceased,  R.\  W.\  Bro.  Christian  M.  Nestell. 
The  first  board  of  officers  was  constituted  as  follows:  Joseph 
Baker,  W.  M.;  Henry  M.  Potter,  S.  W.;  James  W.  Lees,  J.  W. ; 
Thomas  S.  Mann,  Treas. ;  Walter  D.  Watson,  Sec'y;  William 
H.  Barron,  Chap.;  Eddy  N.  Shaw,  S.  D. ;  Richard  J.  Payne, 
J.  D.;  George  Robinson,  S.  S. ;  A.  H.  Wagenseil,  J.  S. ;  A.  H. 
Williams,  Mar.;  J.  B.  Allen,  M.  D. ;  J.  K.  Northup,  Sent.; 
Wm.  J.  Barker,  Tyler. 

Nestell  Lodge,  thus  organized,  held  its  meetings  at  the  hall  of 
the  Scottish  Rite,  and  also  in  the  hall  used  by  Corinthian  Lodge. 

It  was  indebted  to  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  for  the  use  of 
jewels,  aprons,  working-tools,  etc.,  until  such  time  as  the  Lodge 
acquired  possession  of  its  own  accessories. 

Frank  L.  Forsyth  was  the  first  candidate  received  into  the 
new  Lodge.  He  received  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree, 
April  14,  1 880.  Meetings  were  held  for  rehearsal  and  instruc- 
tion, whenever  practicable,  and  this  custom  has  been  continued 
until  the  present  time;  and  thus  the  Lodge  has  established  a 
good  reputation  for  the  work  done  within  its  halls. 

In  September,  1S80,  rooms  were  hired  in  Prescott  Post  Hall, 
21  Weybosset  St.  The  last  meeting,  U.  D.,  was  held  Septem- 
ber 30,  1880,  on  which  evening  the  Lodge  was  constituted  in 
accordance  with  a  Charter  which  had  been  issued  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  dated  May  17,  1880.    R.\ W.\  Bro.  J.  Howard  Man- 
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Chester  presided  at  the  election  of  officers.  Most  Wor.  E.  L. 
Freeman,  Grand  Master,  presided  at  the  constituting  of  the 
Lodge,  the  ceremony  being  in  accordance  with  the  forms  pre- 
scribed by  the  ancient  Ritual.  The  musical  selections  were 
finely  rendered,  under  the  direction  of  Orpheus  Lodge,  No.  36. 
The  Lodge,  with  the  Grand  Officers  and  invited  guests,  then 
proceeded  to  the  Narragansett  Hotel,  where  an  excellent  supper 
was  served.  Addresses  were  made  by  Bros.  E.  L.  Freeman, 
Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Nelson  W.  Aldrich,  and 
others.  Bro.  Joshua  M.  Addeman  read  an  interesting  paper, 
the  same  being  a  deposition  of  Christian  M.  Nestell,  given 
before  a  committee  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island, 
January  5,  1832.  [This  deposition,  in  part,  appears  on  other 
pages  of  this  volume.]  Bro.  Nestell's  evidence,  as  given  at 
that  time,  makes  apparent  the  fact  that  the  newly  formed  Lodge 
was  named  after  a  man  possessed  of  a  resolute  will,  a  noble  and 
strong  character,  and  one  who  had  the  courage  of  his  convic- 
tions. Bro.  James  Gill  had  these  characteristics  in  mind,  when 
he  designed  the  crest  of  the  coat-of-arms  for  Nestell  Lodge, 
with  the  motto,  Fortis  et  Fidelis,  which  so  well  represents  the 
steadfastness  of  one  who  bore  himself  boldly  in  times  when  the 
Institution  of  Freemasonry  was  looked  upon  with  general  dis- 
approbation. 

At  the  request  of  Grand  Master  E.  L.  Freeman,  Nestell  Lodge 
exemplified  the  work  of  the  Third  Degree  before  the  Grand 
Lodge,  at  its  semi-annual  session  in  Providence,  held  November 
11,  1 88 1.  It  was  regarded  by  the  members  of  Nestell  Lodge 
as  a  great  honor,  that  so  soon  after  its  constitution  the  Lodge 
should  be  called  to  exemplify  the  work  of  the  Third  Degree 
before  the  members  of  Grand  Lodge.  The  work  was  so  well 
rendered  as  to  receive  the  approbation  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Nestell  Lodge  continued  to  occupy  quarters  in  Prescott  Post 
Hall,  until  December  15,  1 881 ,  when,  realizing  the  need  of  more 
suitable  quarters,  it  united  with  Orpheus  Lodge,  No.  36,  in 
occupying  Orpheus  Hall,  No.  70  Weybosset  St.  This  change 
of  quarters  was  every  way  an  improvement. 

The  first  link  broken  in  the  chain  of  Charter  members,  was 
the  death  of  Thomas  S.  Mann,  Treas.,  who  lost  his  life  at 
the  Calender  street  fire,  November  21,  1882.  He  was  much 
respected,  and  his  loss  was  deeply  deplored. 


Digitized  by  Google 


596  MASONIC  LODGES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 


The  fifth  anniversary  of  the  constituting  of  the  Lodge,  was 
observed  September  30,  1885.  Nearly  all  the  brethren  were 
present,  with  many  invited  guests.  Addresses  were  made  by 
Bros.  Newton  D.  Arnold,  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Rev.  Henry  W. 
Rugg,  and  others,  interspersed  with  music  by  a  quartet  com- 
posed of  Bros.  Edwin  Baker,  William  R.  Greene,  William  W. 
Flint,  and  Herbert  H.  Brown. 

The  Lodge  continued  to  occupy  Orpheus  Hall  until  Novem- 
ber 11,  1886,  when  it  moved  into  the  building  erected  by  the 
Freemasons'  Hall  Co.,  since  which  time  its  meetings  have  con- 
tinued to  be  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple.  The  tenth  anniver- 
sary of  the  establishment  of  the  Lodge,  was  duly  observed 
September  30,  1890.  It  was  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  occa- 
sions in  the  history  of  the  organization.  Out  of  a  membership 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  more  than  one  hundred  were 
present.  The  brethren,  with  invited  guests,  sat  down  to  a 
bountiful  supper,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  several  excellent 
addresses  were  made.  Bro.  E.  L.  Freeman,  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter, congratulated  the  Lodge  on  its  growth  and  prosperity;  he 
said  that  when  he  granted  the  Dispensation,  he  regarded  the 
giving  of  the  same  as  a  somewhat  doubtful  experiment.  Now, 
however,  he  was  confident  that  the  strength  and  usefulness  of 
Nestell  Lodge  were  permanently  assured. 

The  following  named  brethren  have  been  Masters  of  Nestell 
Lodge:  Joseph  Baker,  1880-81;  George  Robinson,  1882-83;  !>• 
Coit  Taylor,  1884;  John  M.  Bogle,  1885;  Albert  H.  Williams, 
1886;  Edward  King,  1887;  Hosea  Q.  Morton,  1888;  James  W. 
Lees,  1889;  William  H.  Patt,  1890;  Frederick  G.  Stiles,  1891. 
The  whole  number  of  members,  as  returned  in  1891,  was  135. 
The  officers  of  that  year  were  the  following: 


Frederick  G.  Stii.es  YV.  M. 

John  R.  Crossley   S.  \V. 

Joseph  Baker,  Jr  J.  \V. 

John  W.  Randall  Treas. 

W.\  George  Rohinson  Scc'y. 

William  H.  Barron  Chap. 

C  W.  C-Ll ssOLD S.  U. 


Howard  A.  Pearce  J.  D. 

Edward  I.  Brooks  S.  S. 

George  Baker  J.  S. 

Frank  S.  Smith  Mar. 

Harry  Gregory.  Sent. 

Samuel  Goodinson  M.  D. 

Daniel  Heaven  Tyler. 
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DORIC  LODGE,  No  38,  AUBURN. 


This  Lodge,  organized  in  Centennial 
year,  189 1 ,  entered  upon  its  exist- 
ence at  an  auspicious  period  and 
under  specially  favorable  condi- 
tions. Its  brief  history  affords 
good  ground  for  the  belief  that  the 
newly  established  Lodge  will  attain 
a  large  mi eas ure  of  influence  in  the 
flourishing  village  where  it  is  lo- 
cated, and  among  the  Craft  of  the 
jurisdiction,  and  that  it  will  be  ex- 
tensively useful  according  to  the 
desires  of  its  founders. 

M.\  W.\  George  H.  Kenyon,  Grand  Master,  granted  a  Dis- 
pensation, under  date  of  April  29,  1891,  empowering  certain 
brethren  to  form  a  new  Lodge  to  be  designated  Doric  Lodge, 
No.  38,  and  to  be  located  in  Auburn.  He  appointed  Bro.  Linus 
A.  Webster  to  be  the  first  Wor.  Master;  Bro.  Walter  H.  Matte- 
son,  S.  W. ;  Bro.  Charles  H.  Tucker,  J.  W.  The  petition  on 
which  the  before  mentioned  action  was  taken,  and  which  bore 
the  approval  of  Harmony  Lodge,  Xo.  9,  was  signed  by  the  fol- 
lowing brethren:  Linus  A.  Webster,  Walter  H.  Matteson, 
Charles  H.  Tucker,  George  A.  Spink,  Frank  C.  Viall,  Chester 
A.  Gallup,  Grin  A.  Gardiner,  William  H.  Whitehead,  Albert  E. 
Meek,  A.  R.  Kerr,  Dan  O.  King,  A.  B.  Pierce,  E.  M.  Pierce, 
William  J.  Cross,  C.  W.  Thompson,  Aaron  S.  Haven,  F.  W. 
Bradbury,  H.  A.  Barnes,  E.  F.  King,  Herbert  M.  Tanner, 
Thomas  S.  Hammond,  John  A.  Howland,  W.  H.  Patt,  W.  S. 
Hague,  Warren  F.  Wood,  Eber  S.  Bowen,  E.  R.  Tefft,  John 
Pollard,  W.  J.  Crawford,  A  Potter,  Willard  W.  Jackson. 

Grand  Master  Kenyon  in  his  address  to  Grand  Lodge,  deliv- 
ered May  18,  1 89 1,  expressed  his  warm  approval  of  the  new 
movement.    In  connection  with  his  report  of  having  attended 
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a  meeting  of  the  petitioners,  held  April  29,  189 1,  when  he  deliv- 
ered to  them  the  Dispensation  granted,  and  formally  placed  the 
first  three  officers  in  their  respective  positions,  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter added  this  testimony: 

14 1  believe  that  in  the  growing  village  of  Auburn  there  is  a  good  field  for  a 
Lodge  and  plenty  of  good  material  to  increase  its  growth.  Doric  Lodge  has  at 
present  eleven  applicants  for  the  degrees,  upon  whom  investigating  committees 
have  been  appointed,  whose  petitions  will  be  acted  upon  at  the  next  regular  com- 
munication. This  Lodge  has  started  under  very  favorable  auspices,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  not  only  be  a  success,  but  that  it  will  be  a  pros- 
perous and  vigorous  body.  The  brethren  of  the  proposed  new  Lodge  intend 
to  erect  a  building  to  be  used  for  Masonic  purposes  only,  and  to  be  the  owners 
of  their  Masonic  home. 

They  will  apply  to  you  to-day  for  a  Charter,  not  because  they  are  in  haste  to 
be  constituted,  but  that  they  may  be  assured  that  they  shall  be  established  as  one 
of  the  chain  of  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction.  They  do  not  care  to  be  constituted 
until  some  time  in  the  fall,  but  if  a  Charter  is  voted  them  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
they  will  then  be  in  condition  to  go  on  with  the  erection  of  this  building  at  an 
early  date,  with  the  assurance  that  their  existence  is  fullv  established.  I  there- 
fore  recommend  that  a  Charter  l)e  granted  them,  and  that  they  be  regularly 
constituted  at  such  time  as  shall  seem  best  in  the  judgment  of  the  Grand 
Master,  upon  their  request. 

With  the  granting  of  the  Dispensation,  in  order  that  they  might  have  the 
necessary  instruction,  and  we  might  be  assured  that  their  movements  were  well 
directed,  I  issued  a  commission  to  R.\  \V.\  Henry  C.  Field,  appointing  him  a 
Special  Deputy  in  charge  of  Doric  Lodge.  He  will  report  to  you  their  progress 
thus  far,  and  I  am  confident  that  his  report  will  give  you  a  very  favorable  opinion 
of  the  prospects  of  our  new  Lodge." 

The  Grand  Lodge  at  its  annual  session,  held  on  the  day 
named,  May  18,  1891,  voted  that  a  Charter  should  be  issued— 
the  Dispensation  to  continue  in  force  until  such  time  as  the 
Grand  Master  should  see  fit  to  constitute  the  brethren  into  a 
regular  Lodge.  It  was  also  voted  to  give  Doric  Lodge,  No.  38, 
concurrent  jurisdiction  with  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  9,  Pawtuxet. 
The  Charter  was  duly  issued  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of 
Grand  Lodge. 

It  was  not  until  near  the  close  of  Centennial  year,  December 
16,  1 89 1 ,  that  Doric  Lodge  was  constituted  by  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter, M.\  \V.\  Geo.  H.  Kenyon,  under  the  authority  given,  as 
previously  indicated.  The  exercises  of  the  Constitution  Ser- 
vice took  place  in  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  Auburn,  and 
were  held  in  the  presence  of  some  two  hundred  of  the  Craft 
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and  invited  guests.  The  eulogy  on  Masonry  was  delivered  by 
R.\  W.\  Bro.  Cyrus  M.  Van  Slyck.  Grand  Master  Kenyon 
gave  an  impressive  charge  to  the  officers  and  brethren  of  the 
new  Lodge.  R.  •.  W.  •.  Bro.  Henry  C.  Field,  Special  Deputy  in 
charge  of  the  Lodge  while  under  Dispensation,  to  whose  efforts 
much  credit  is  due  for  the  proficiency  of  the  officers  in  the  ritual 
and  for  the  orderly  administration  of  affairs  from  the  first,  con- 
ducted the  Installation  service.  During  the  evening  an  exceed- 
ingly interesting  episode  occurred.  Most  Wor.  Nicholas  Van 
Slyck,  Past  Grand  Master,  arose  and  addressed  the  Craft,  stat- 
ing that  as  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  members  of  the 
newly  constituted  Lodge  came  from  old  Harmony  Lodge,  No. 
9,  of  Pawtuxet,  and  as  they  were  to  occupy  the  same  territory, 
he  had  been  requested  by  that  old  Lodge  to  present  to  the  new 
Lodge  the  Great  Lights,  which  were  duly  arranged  before  him, 
as  a  slight  token  of  the  brotherly  love  and  affection  which  existed 
between  the  Lodges;  and  with  hearty  wishes  and  God  speed  for 
the  new  Lodge.  This  presentation  speech  was  made  in  Bro. 
Van  Slyck's  most  masterly  manner,  and  by  its  fervor  made  a 
deep  and  lasting  impression  on  all  the  brethren  present. 

The  gift  was  accepted  with  an  appropriate  response  by  the 
Worshipful  Master,  Linus  A.  Webster,  who  assured  the  brethren 
of  Harmony  Lodge  that  their  kind  remembrance  was  fully 
appreciated. 

Thus  is  set  forth  a  brief  narrative  of  the  establishment  of 
Doric  Lodge,  latest  born  of  the  Masonic  Lodges  allegiant  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  at  the  time  of  this  writing. 
Doric  Lodge,  No.  38,  child  of  Centennial  year,  now  occupies 
its  own  pleasant  and  convenient  Masonic  home  and  is  enjoying 
a  well  deserved  prosperity. 

The  officers  duly  installed  at  the  time  of  the  constitution  of 
the  Lodge  were  the  following: 


Linus  A.  Wehster  

...  W.  M. 

SlLAS  E.  S LOCUM  

■  •  •  •  J .  D . 

. ...S. \Y. 

Albert  R.  Kerr  

. . .  •  S.  S. 

....J.W. 

George  E.  Whiitle  

...  J.  s. 

\Y.\  Lucius  M.  Hi  tler. 

Rev.  James  11.  Nun  inc. 

Chester  A.  Gallup  

 M.  D. 

Everett  M.  Pierce  

. . . .  S.  D, 
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ON  the  following  pages  are  set  forth  the  princi- 
cipal  events  connected  with  the  celebration  of 
the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island.  The  preliminary  steps  taken  by 
Committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  preparing  for 
the  occasion  are  shown,  while  the  attractive  features 
of  the  Observance  itself  are  presented  with  due  re- 
gard to  the  various  details.  The  exercises  held  in 
the  day  and  the  evening  were  faithfully  reported  for 
the  use  of  Grand  Lodge;  and  the  full  order,  including 
addresses  and  much  other  related  matter,  is  made  a 
part  of  this  History,  thus  to  have  an  enduring  record. 

As  years  pass  on,  this  record  will  become  more 
valuable  for  the  purposes  of  reference  and  historical 
review.  Enquiring  brethren,  by  turning  the  following 
pages,  will  be  assured  of  the  fact  that  the  Centennial 
Celebration  of  1891  was  a  notable  event,  and  that  the 
varied  arrangements  were  wisely  made  and  admirably 
carried  out. 

In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  ma- 
terial for  Part  IV  was  gathered  under  the  personal 
supervision  of  R.\  W.vBro.  Edwin  Baker,  Grand  Sec- 
retary, and  that  such  material  was  arranged  by  him 
for  the  present  use. 
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ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  AUTHORITY  OF  THE  MOST  WOR- 
SHIPFUL GRAND  LODGE  PREPARATORY  TO 
THE  CELEBRATION. 

The  first  mention  of  the  Centennial  of  the  Most  Worshipful, 
"The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honorable  Society 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,"  appears  on  page  85  of  the  printed  pro- 
ceedings for  the  year  ending  May  20th,  1889,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing words  : 

"The  R.\  \V.\  Grand  Secretary  calls  attention  of  Grand 
Lodge  to  the  near  approach  of  the  Centennial  of  its  existence 
as  a  body,  and  upon  motion  of  Past  Grand  Master  Klapp  it  is 
unanimously 

"  Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  present  to  Grand  Lodge  at  an 
early  day,  some  plan  for  the  proper  celebration  of  our  One  Hundrkuth  An- 

MVKRSARY." 

The  M.\  VY.  \  Grand  Master  appoints  as  that  Committee,  Past 
Grand  Masters  Klapp  and  Van  Slyck  and  R.  \  W.\  Edwin  Baker. 

The  absence  of  Past  Grand  Master  Klapp  from  the  city  dur- 
ing the  summer  months,  and  his  subsequent  sudden  demise  on 
the  27th  day  of  September,  1SS9,  prevented  any  action  being 
taken  by  the  committee,  and  upon  the  request  of  the  remaining 
members,  the  M.\  W.\  Grand  Master  appointed  W.\  Henry  C. 
Armstrong  to  the  vacant  place. 

The  first  formal  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  Novem- 
ber 16,  1889,  in  the  office  of  Pro.  Van  Slyck,  and  the  Committee 
was  organized  by  the  choice  of  13ro.  Van  Slyck  as  Chairman  and 
Pro.  Paker  as  Secretary. 
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After  an  interchange  of  opinions  as  to  plans  for  procedure, 
it  was  unanimously  voted  to  submit  the  following  report  to 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  Semi-Annual  Communication  to  be  holden 
Monday,  November  18,  1889. 

To  the  M.  \  IV. '.  Grand  Ledge  of  R.  I.  ■ 

At  the  Annual  Communication  in  May  last,  Past  Grand  Masters  Klapp  and 
Van  Slyck  and  R. ".  W.  \  Edwin  Baker  were  appointed  a  Committee  "to  present 
to  Grand  Lodge  at  an  early  day  some  plan  for  the  proper  celebration  of  our  one 
hundredth  anniversary." 

The  decease  of  M.\  W.\  Bro.  Klapp,  who  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
required  the  appointment  of  another  and  W.\  Henry  C.  Armstrong  was  added. 

Your  Committee  having  duly  considered  the  matter  referred  to  them  are 
clearly  of  the  opinion  that  Grand  Lodge  should  celebrate  the  completion  of  its 
one  hundredth  year  of  existence,  rather  than  its  one  hundredth  Annual  Com- 
munication. The.  former  occurs  June  25th,  1S91,  and  the  latter  May  19th, 
1 891.  This  so  far  as  we  are  informed  has  been  the  custom  of  older  Grand 
I.x>dges. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  at  once  to  arrange  for  the  Cen- 
tennial to  be  held  June  25th,  1891.  believing  that  none  too  much  time  is  before 
us  to  make  the  arrangements  for  a  successful  celebration. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  VAN  SLYCK,  ) 

EDWIN  BAKER,  -  Committee. 

HENRY  C.  ARMSTRONG,  ) 

Provihence.  Nov.  iS,  1889. 

The  report  having  been  duly  considered  by  Grand  Lodge  it 
was  unanimously 

"  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  be  continued  with  instructions  to  carry  out 
the  recommendations  contained  in  their  report." 

Following  the  passage  of  this  order,  the  Committee  held 
various  informal  personal  conferences  among  themselves  and 
with  many  prominent  members  of  the  Craft,  and  in  formal  ses- 
sion held  at  the  office  of  Bro.  Van  Slyck  on  the  14th  day  of 
1890,  they  authorized  him  to  present  the  following  report  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  Annual  Communication  to  be  holden 
Monday,  May  19,  1890. 

To  the  M.'.  IV.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Lsland : 

At  the  last  Semi- Annual  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge,  your  Committee 
on  the  Centennial  Celebration,  were  instructed  to  proceed  to  make  arrangements 
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for  that  occasion  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  contained  in  their 
report  that  day. 

Having  duly  considered  the  matter  we  have  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  formu- 
late any  plan  for  that  occasion  until  after  this  Annual  Communication,  and  the 
organization  of  Grand  Lodge  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  have  been  completed. 

As  to  the  date  on  which  the  celebration  should  be  holden,  your  Committee 
have  decided,  after  consultation  with  many  prominent  craftsmen,  to  appoint 
Wednesday,  June  24,  1S91,  as  the  day.  Our  reasons  are  these  :  In  1791  the 
festal  day  of  Saint  John  the  Baptist,  June  24th,  fell  on  Sunday,  and  our  breth- 
ren were  compelled  to  take  Monday ;  believing  it  to  be  the  intention  of  Grand 
Lodge  to  celebrate  the  completion  of  its  one  hundredth  year,  we  have  chosen 
the  day  on  which  it  occurs,  namely.  June  24th,  and  as  it  is  a  Festival  Day  with 
the  Craft,  we  thought  it  eminently  proper  that  the  Centennial  should  be  holden 
at  the  close  of  the  one  hundredth  year,  rather  than  at  the  commencement  of  the 
second  century. 

Your  Committee  feel  that  this  event  is  one  of  importance  to  the  Craft  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  should  be  celebrated  with  becoming  dignity  ;  in  order  to  ac- 
complish this,  a  considerable  amount  of  money  will  be  needed,  much  more  than 
the  Grand  Lodge  can  well  spare  from  its  general  fund. 

Your  Committee  also  felt  that  some  addition  should  be  made  to  its  numbers, 
(now  consists  of  three)  and  respectfully  ask  that  such  brethren  be  added  as  is  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Master  expedient. 

If  any  authority  is  deemed  necessary  to  enable  your  Committee  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions from  the  Lodge  and  Craft  throughout  the  State,  in  order  that  we  may 
successfully  carry  out  such  plans  as  may  be  formulated,  we  respectfully  ask  that 
you  will  grant  us  such  authority. 

Your  Committee  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  a  portion  of  the  celebration 
should  be  set  apart  for  the  entertainment  of  the  ladies,  and  will  so  arrange  un- 
less otherwise  ordered  by  Grand  Lodge. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  VAN  SLYCK, 

For  Committee. 

Providence,  May  19,  1S90. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted  and  the  following 
was  unanimously  passed  : 

"Ordered,  That  the  report  be  received,  recorded  and  placed  on  fde,  the  re- 
quest of  the  Committee  be  granted,  their  recommendations  adopted,  and  the 
Committee  continued." 

The  next  formal  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  at  the 
office  of  Bro.  Van  Slvck  on  the  25th  of  November,  1890,  all  the 
members  being  present,  as  was  also  the  M.\  \V.\  Grand  Master, 
George  H.  Ken  yon. 
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The  principal  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  consult  with  the 
M.  *.  W.  •.  Grand  Master  concerning  the  additions  to  the  Commit- 
tee. After  due  consideration  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  have 
one  representative  from  each  Lodge  in  the  State,  making  a 
Committee  of  thirty-six  including  the  Chairman. 

As  a  historical  paper  on  Freemasonry  in  Rhode  Island  was 
considered  an  almost  foregone  conclusion,  and  as  the  Commit- 
tee were  informed  that  Rev.  and  W.\  Bro.  Henry  W.  Rugg,  our 
esteemed  Grand  Chaplain  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
had  been  engaged  for  a  long  time  in  the  preparation  of  a  His- 
tory of  Freemasonry  in  Rhode  Island,  Bro.  Baker  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  deputised  to  consult  with  Bro.  Rugg  in  regard  to  the 
subject  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee  what 
arrangements  could  be  made  (if  any)  with  him  to  present  such 
a  paper  at  the  celebration. 

It  was  further  deemed  inexpedient  to  arrange  any  details  for 
the  celebration  until  the  additional  members  of  the  Committee 
had  been  appointed  and  the  Committee  reorganized. 

The  M.\  W.  •.  Grand  Master  then  appointed  thirty-three  addi- 
tional members  on  the  Committee,  one  for  each  Lodge  unrep- 
resented, and  also  seven  members  at  large  who  were  chosen  for 
special  duties.  The  roster  of  this  Committee  will  be  found 
further  on  in  this  work. 

Pursuant  to  an  order  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
the  following  notice  was  sent  to  each  member  : 

Providence,  R.  I.,  January  20,  1891. 
Bro  of  lx>dge  No  

Dear  Sir — You  have  been  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master  to  represent  your 
Lodge  on  the  General  Committee  which  was  authorized  by  Grand  Lodge  to  ar- 
range for  the  celebration  of  its  Centennial  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1891. 

The  Committee  will  meet  for  organization  in  the  Lodge  Parlors  at  Free- 
masons Hall,  Wednesday,  January  28th,  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  your  presence 
is  earnestly  desired. 

EDWIN  BAKER. 

Grand  Secretary. 

Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  call,  the  brethren  appointed  by  the 
M.\  W.\  Grand  Master  as  the  General  Committee  met  at  the 
designated  time  and  place. 


Digitized  by  Google 


008 


CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION. 


There  were  present  M.\  W.\  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Chairman 
of  the  old  committee,  and  representatives  from  the  following 
Lodges : 


Franklin,  No.  20. 

also  R.  *.  \V.\  Stillman  White,  Acting  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  Van  Slyck  called  the  meeting  to  order  and  stated  that, 
as  the  new  committee  were  to  practically  carry  on  the  work  for 
which  it  was  appointed,  he  thought  that  there  should  be  a  new 
organization.  He  then  in  behalf  of  the  old  committee  tendered 
their  resignations  officially  and  called  for  the  nomination  of  a 
Chairman,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  when  the  following 
officers  were  unanimously  chosen  : 


The  Chair  then  addressed  the  Committee,  stating  that  as  the 
Centennial  of  Grand  Lodge  was  an  event  of  interest  to  every 
•Lodge  and  brother  in  Rhode  Island,  it  had  been  deemed  wise 
to  have  a  representative  from  every  Lodge  in  the  State,  and 
accordingly  the  Grand  Master  had  appointed  the  brethren  there 
present  that  their  respective  Lodges  might  each  have  a  voice  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements.  Me  then 
requested  the  Secretary  to  read  the  minutes  of  all  the  preceding 
meetings  that  the  Committee  might  be  informed  of  what  had 
been  done. 

The  only  unfinished  business  coming  from  the  old  Committee 
was  the  report  of  Kro.  Haker,  who  was  appointed  to  interview 
Uro.  Kugg  upon  the  subject  of  a  Historical  Address  at  the  Cel- 


St.  John's,  No.  i. 
St.  John's  No.  i  P. 
Washington,  No.  3. 
Washington.  No.  5. 
St.  Alban's,  No.  6. 
Mount  Moriah,  No.  8. 
Union,  No.  10. 
Manchester,  No.  12. 
Morning  Star,  No.  13. 
St.  Paul's,  No.  14. 
Hamilton,  No.  1 5. 
Warwick,  No.  16. 
Temple,  No.  iS. 


What  Cheer,  No.  21. 
Eureka,  No.  22. 
Charity,  No.  23. 
Jenks,  No.  24. 
Corinthian,  No.  27. 
Barney  Merry,  No.  29. 
Rising  Sun,  No.  30. 
Atlantic,  No.  31. 
Roger  Williams,  No.  32. 
Unity,  No.  34. 
Redwood.  No.  35. 
Orpheus,  No.  36. 
Nestell,  No.  37. 


M.\  \Y.\  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Chairman. 
R.\  W.\  Edwin  Baker.  Secretary. 
W.  \  Henry  C.  Armstrong,  Treasurer. 
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ebration.  Bro.  Baker  informed  the  Committee  that  Bro.  Rugg 
had  kindly  consented  to  serve  them  in  such  way  as  they  desired. 

It  was  then  voted  that  Rev.  and  W.\  Henry  W.  Rugg,  D.  D., 
be  requested  to  prepare  a  History  of  Freemasonry  in.  Rhode 
Island  for  publication,  and  that  he  be  invited  to  deliver  a  his- 
torical address  at  the  Centennial  Celebration. 

The  remaining  business  transacted  by  the  Committee  is  fully 
set  forth  in*  the  following  circular  letter  which  was  forwarded  to 
the  Lodges  immediately  following  the  meeting. 

CENTENNIAL  BULLETIN,  No.  i. 


Issued  for  the  information  of  the  Craft,  by  the  General  Committee  in  charge 
of  the  Centennial  Celebration  to  be  holden  June  23d  and  S4lh,  1891,  by  the 
A/.'.  IV.'.  "  The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honorable  Society 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  the  Stale  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations." 


On  the  24th  day  of  June,  1891,  the  Grand  Lodge  will  celebrate  the  comple- 
tion of  the  one  hundredth  year  of  its  existence  as  a  body,  and  a  Committee  has 
been  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for  its  observance,  in  a  manner  becoming 
the  dignity  of  the  body  and  the  importance  of  the  occasion.  In  order  that  the 
Craft  throughout  the  State  may  be  fully  informed  in  the  matter,  occasional  bul- 
letins will  be  issued,  giving  details  of  the  Committee  work  which  has  been  pro-  . 
posed  or  completed. 

The  Masters  of  Lodges  are  particularly  requested  to  give  the  information 
contained  in  them  as  wide  publicity  among  their  members  as  possible,  and  urge 
upon  them  the  importance  of  individual  effort,  that  the  success  of  the  celebration 
may  be  assured  beyond  question. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  are  thirty-six  in  number,  and  include  rep- 
resentatives from  every  Lodge  in  the  State.  They  met  at  Freemasons  Hall, 
Providence,  Wednesday,  January  28th,  1891,  and  organized  for  action,  appoint- 
ing Past  Grand  Master  Van  Slyck,  Chairman  ;  Bro.  Edwin  Baker,  Secretary  ; 
and  Bro.  Henry  C.  Armstrong,  Treasurer,  twenty-eight  members  being  present. 

There  was  great  unanimity  of  opinion  on  all  matters  presented,  and  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  synopsis  of  the  business  transacted. 

I'l.AN  OF  CELEBRATION. 

JfXK  230,  Evening.  The  Grand  Master  will  give  a  reception  to  the  ladies 
and  brethren  at  Freemasons  Hall,  Providence  Promenade  Music  and  Refresh- 
ments to  be  paid  for  from  the  General  Fund.    Admission  by  Card. 

Ji-nk  24TH,  Morning.    Grand  Master  Masons  Procession  in  Lodge  forma- 
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tion.  escorting  the  Grand  Lodge  to  some  hall  where  the  Literary  Exercises  will 
be  held,  consisting  of  an  Oration,  an  Historical  Sketch  by  Rev.  Henry  \V. 
Rugg,  a  Poem  and  Music,  followed  by  a  collation  to  be  arranged  for  according 
to  the  convenience  of  the  several  Lodges. 

The  Committee  are  unanimous  in  their  opinion  that  tilt  clothing  worn  on 
parade  should  be  black  or  dark  clothes,  black  silk  hat,  white  gloves  and 

APRONS. 

Junk  24TH,  Evening.  Grand  Lodge  Banquet  with  speeches  and  music  at 
some  place  to  be  hereafter  chosen.  This  dinner  will  be  paid  for  by  the  sale  of 
tickets,  first,  to  Grand  Lodge  members,  and  after  to  such  brethren  as  desire. 

SUB  COMMITTEES. 

Orator  and  Pokt.  Bro.  Edward  L.  Freeman  (10),  Benjamin  M.  Bos- 
worth  (3),  and  Dwight  R.  Adams  (12),  are  the  Committee  to  procure  an  Orator 
and  Poet  for  the  occasion. 

Music.  Bro.  Edwin  Baker  (21),  Henry  C.  Armstrong  (27),  and  Henry  P. 
Morgan  (36),  are  the  Committee  to  arrange  for  the  Musical  Exercises  for  the 
celebration,  also  to  procure  such  bands  as  may  be  needed  for  the  procession, 
and  pay  for  them  from  the  General  Fund.  All  bands  in  line  will  be  assigned  a 
place,  that  the  annoyances  heretofore  experienced  may  be  avoided. 

Centennial  Memento.  Bros.  George  H.  Burnham  (1  P),  Alvord  O.  Miles 
(30),  and  George  H.  Holmes  (33),  are  the  Committee  to  procure  the  Centennial 
Medal. 

Invitations.  Bros.  George  H.  Burnham  (1  P),  Edward  L.  Freeman  (10), 
and  Benjamin  M.  Bosworth  (3),  are  the  Committee  on  invited  guests. 

Halls.  Bros.  Henry  C.  Armstrong  (27),  Charles  F.  Li'ther  (29),  and  Ben- 
jamin M.  Bosworth  (3),  are  the  Committee  to  procure  such  halls  as  may  be 
needed. 

general  matters. 

Ways  ami  Means.  "  Voted,  That  each  member  of  this  Committee  present 
to  his  Lodge  the  necessity  for  a  large  sum  of  money  to  successfully  carry  out  the 
celebration,  and  request  them  to  immediately  appoint  an  energetic  Committee  to 
solicit  subscriptions  from  the  members  for  that  purpose." 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  General  Committee  to  pay  all  bills  by  means  of  sub- 
scriptions, and  they  rely  on  a  very  generous  response  to  their  call.  Please  re- 
member that  it  is  all  to  be  expended  for  your  pleasure  and  benefit. 

Lodge  History.  The  Committee  thought  proper  that  the  Centennial  Vol- 
ume should  contain  an  Historical  Sketch  of  every  Lodge,  and  passed  the  follow- 
ing :  Voted,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Committee  be  directed  to  request  each 
Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  to  forward  to  the  Committee  at  a  day  not  later  than 
May  1.  1S91,  a  succinct  history  of  the  Lodge  for  publication  in  the  proceedings 
«-t  the  day,  and  also  to  forward  some  design  in  the  form  of  Armorial  Bearings, 
for  a  frontispiece  for  the  "history." 
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This  history  should  be  one  of  general  interest  and  not  filled  with  statistics  ; 
appoint  your  historian  at  once,  and  set  him  at  work  ;  adopt  some  armorial  device 
for  your  Lodge.  Bro.  Cleorge  H.  Burnham,  who  is  an  expert  in  Heraldry,  has 
kindly  consented  to  aid  such  Lodges  as  desire  in  this  matter.  When  the  cuts 
for  printing  are  once  made  you  have  them  for  use  at  your  pleasure.  The  cost 
of  publishing  the  history  and  the  engraving  the  arms  of  the  Lodge  is  probably 
the  only  expense  the  several  Lodges  as  such  will  be  called  upon  to  meet. 

Collation,  June  24TH.  The  Committee  desire  that  every  Lodge  should 
make  some  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  way  and  manner  the  collation  after 
parade  should  be  served,  and  to  advise  their  Committee  of  their  preference. 
This  is  an  important  matter,  as  it  concerns  the  comfort  of  all. 

Information.  Any  information  desired  by  the  Lodges  can  be  more  quickly 
obtained  by  applying  directly  to  the  several  Committees  appointed  from  time  to 
time,  and  any  general  information  can  be  had  from  the  Secretary. 

Yours  fraternally, 

EDWIN  BAKER, 

Secretary. 

Providence,  R.  I.,  February  2,  1891.  Box  213. 

On  the  8th  day  of  April,  1 891,  a  general  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  held  at  Freemasons  Hall,  Providence,  R.  I. 

There  were  present  Bro.  Van  Slyck  in  the  Chair,  the  M.\  W.\ 
Grand  Master  and  the  R.\  W.\  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  rep- 
resentatives from  the  following  Lodges  : 

St.  Johns,  No.  1,  P.  What  Cheer,  No.  21. 

Mount  Vernon,  No.  4.  Jenks.  No.  24. 

Washington,  No.  5.  Hope,  No.  25. 

St.  Alban's,  No.  6.  Corinthian,  No.  27. 

Friendship,  No.  7.  Ionic,  No.  28. 

Mount  Moriah.  No.  8.  Barney  Merry,  No.  29. 

Union,  No.  10.  Roger  Williams,  No.  32. 

King  Solomon's,  No.  11.  Adelphoi,  No.  33. 

Manchester,  No.  12.  Unity,  No.  34. 

Hamilton,  No.  15  Redwood,  No.  35. 

Warwick,  No.  16.  Orpheus.  No.  36. 

Temple,  No.  iS.  Nestell,  No.  37. 
Franklin.  No.  20. 


The  various  Committees  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  re- 
ported progress  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  prepare  a 
circular,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  M.  \  \V.\  Grand  Master, 
setting  forth  the  plan  of  the  celebration  and  the  needs  of  the 
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Committee,  and  cause  a  sufficient  number  to  be  printed  and 
forwarded  to  each  Lodge,  with  a  request  to  the  Masters  to 
cause  them  to  be  forwarded  at  the  earliest  possible  day  to  the 
members  of  their  respective  Lodges. 

CENTENNIAL  BULLETIN,  No.  2. 


Issued  for  the  information  of  the  Craft,  by  the  General  Committee  in  charge 
of  the  Centennial  Celebration  to  be  holden  June  23d  and  i^th,  ISbl,  by  the 
M.'.  If'.'.  "  The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honorable  Society 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations."' 


Brethren: — The  < '.rand  Lodge  having  voted  to  celebrate  the  completion  of 
the  one  hundredth  year  of  its  existence  as  a  body,  ordered  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the  occasion,  and  the  Grand  Master,  in  com- 
pliance with  that  vote,  has  appointed  representatives  from  every  Lodge  in  the 
State  to  serve  as  such  Committee. 

This  Committee  has  held  two  formal  meetings,  and  has  laid  out,  substantially, 
a  plan  for  the  celebration,  which  in  brief  is  as  follows  : 

On  the  evening  of  June  23d,  the  Grand  Master  will  hold  a  Grand  Reception 
in  Freemasons  Hall,  Providence,  R.  I.  Promenade  Music  and  Refreshments 
will  be  provided,  and  cards  of  admission  will  be  issued  to  each  member  of  the 
several  Lodges,  admitting  them  with  lady — the  entire  expense  of  this  reception 
will  be  paid  from  the  General  Fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  a  Grand  Parade  will  be  had  of  all  the  Lodges  in 
the  State  acting  as  escort  to  Grand  Lodge  ;  each  Lodge  will  have  a  separate  for- 
mation, and  the  line  will  be  composed  exclusively  of  Blue  Lodge  Masons. 

The  line  will  march  to  Infantry  Hall,  where  the  Literary  Exercises  will  be 
held.  The  bands  for  the  parade  and  the  expenses  attendant  upon  the  services 
will  be  paid  for  from  the  General  Fund. 

All  Lodges  will  make  their  own  arrangements  for  a  collation  after  parade,  and 
it  has  been  suggested  that  we  take  a  boat  and  go  down  river  for  a  shore  dinner. 
The  various  Subordinate  Lodge  Committees  are  requested  to  confer  with  each 
other  in  this  matter,  that  a  general  arrangement  may  be  made  in  case  this  sug- 
gestion is  adopted. 

In  the  evening  the  Grand  Lodge  Banquet  will  take  place.  Every  brother, 
except  our  invited  guests  from  abroad,  will  Ik*  required  to  pay  for  his  scat  at 
table.  The  place  where  this  is  to  be  held  has  not  been  selected,  but  will  depend 
upon  the  sale  of  tickets. 

Tickets  for  the  Banquet  will  be  for  sale  to  Grand  Lodge  members  only  until 
June  10th,  then  to  all  Masons  until  June  20th.  at  which  time  the  sale  will  prob- 
ably be  closed. 

There  will  be  a  Centennial  Medal  issued,  and  the  price  will  be  announced  as 
soon  as  it  can  l>e  ascertained. 
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A  Centennial  Memorial  Volume  will  also  be  published,  and"  particulars  con- 
cerning it  will  be  forwarded  later. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Grand  Master  will  call  out  all  the  Lodges  in  the  State, 
and  it  is  hoped,  for  the  credit  of  all,  that  the  response  of  the  members  will  be 
general,  in  order  that  the  event  may  be  celebrated  with  becoming  dignity. 

The  subject  of  Ways  and  Means  has  been  the  great  problem  for  the  Com- 
mittee, and  after  due  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  careful  estimates,  it  has 
been  decided  to  ask  the  Lodges  to  collect  subscriptions  equal  to  a  sum'of  not 
less  than  one  dollar  per  member,  and  forward  to  Bro.  Henry  C.  Armstrong, 
care  Kendall  Manufacturing  Co.,  Providence,  R.  L,  who  has  been  appointed 
to  act  as  Treasurer. 

The  cost  of  Medal,  Invitations  to  Guests  and  their  entertainment,  that  of 
Printing  the  Memorial  Volume,  which  will  be  equitably  distributed,  and  other 
expenses,  will  necessarily  be  large. 

Please  understand  that  every  dollar  of  the  money  sent  is  to  be  expended  for 
all  alike,  whether  he  belong  to  Grand  or  Subordinate  I«odgc,  the  only  excep- 
tions being  our  invited  guests. 

In  the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  brethren,  we  ask  you  to  be  liberal  and 
prompt  in  your  subscriptions,  as  we  believe  that  the  expenses  of  this  celebration 
should  be  paid  in  that  way. 

GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 
N.  Van  Si.yck,  Chairman.. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

St.  John's,  No.  I,  Newport — Overton  G.  Langley. 

St.  John's,  No.  I,  Providence — George  II.  Burnham. 

Washington,  No.  3,  Warren  — B.  M.  Bosworth. 

Mount  Vernon,  No.  4,  Providence — William  H.  Perry. 

Washington,  No.  5,  Wick  ford — Albert  F.  Ellsworth. 

St.  Albans,  No.  6,  Bristol— William  J.  Bradford.  . 

Friendship,  No.  7,  Chepachet— W  illiam  C.  Steere. 

Mount  Moriah,  No.  8,  Limerock — James  Jackson. 

Harmony,  No.  9,  Pawtuxet — George  R.  Babbitt. 

Union,  No.  10,  Pawtucket — E.  L.  Freeman. 

King  Solomon's,  No.  11,  E.  Greenwich — William  R.  Sharpe. 

Manchester,  No.  12.  Anthony — Dwight  R.  Adams. 

Morning  Star,  No.  13,  Woonsocket — Charles  M.  Arnold. 

St.  Paul's,  No.  14,  Newport— Thomas  C.  Sherman. 

Hamilton,  No.  15,  Clayville — Holden  O.  Hill. 

Warwick,  No.  16,  Phenix — J.  Ellery  Hudson. 

Temple,  No.  18.  Greenville — Daniel  S.  Thurber. 

Franklin,  No.  20,  Westerly — B.  Courtland  Bentley. 

What  Cheer,  No.  21,  Providence — Edwin  Baker. 

Eureka,  No.  22,  Portsmouth— Edward  F.  Anthony. 

Charity,  No.  23,  Hope  Valley— George  R.  Rice. 


Digitized  by  Google 


614 


CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION. 


Jenks,  No.  24,  Central  Falls — George  C.  Stillman. 
Hope,  No.  25,  Peacedale — John  E.  Perry. 
Granite,  No.  26,  Harrisville — Fred.  S.  Farwell. 
Corinthian,  No.  27,  Providence — Henry  C.  Armstrong. 
Ionic,  No.  28,  Greene — Amasa  P.  Taber. 
Barney  Merry,  No.  29,  Pawtucket— Charles  F.  Luther. 
Rising  Sun,  No.  30,  East  Providence — A.  O.  Miles. 
Atlantic,  No.  31 — Block  Island — John  W.  Hooper. 
Roger  Williams.  No.  32,  Ccntredale — Frank  C.  Angell. 
Adelphoi,  No.  33,  Providence — George  H.  Holmes. 
Unity,  No.  34,  Lonsdale — John  Dawbcr.. 
Redwood,  No.  35,  Providence — Ix>uis  Frank. 
Orpheus.  No.  36,  Providence — Henry  P.  Morgan. 
Nestell,  No.  37,  Providence— Fred  G.  Stiles. 

AT  LAROK. 

Elisha  H.  Rhodes  (9),  Cyrus  M.  Van  Slyck  (27),  Horace  K.  Blanchard  (21), 
Hunter  C.  White  (21),  Clinton  D.  Sellew  (27).  C.  Henry  Alexander  (36),  Joseph 
O.  Earle  (4). 

sub-committees. 
Historian — Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg  (1  P.). 

Orator  anij  Poet— Bros.  Edward  L.  Freeman  (10),  Benjamin  M.  Bos- 
worth  (3),  and  Dwight  R.  Adams  (12),  are  a  Committee  to  procure  the  Orator 
and  Poet. 

Mrsic — Bros.  Edwin  Baker  (21),  Henry  C.  Armstrong  (27),  and  Henry  P. 
Morgan  (36),  are  the  Committee  to  arrange  for  the  Musical  Exercises  for  the 
celebration,  also  to  procure  such  musicians  as  may  be  needed. 

Centennial  Memento — Bros.  George  H.  Burnham  (1  P.),  Alvord  O.  Miles 
(30),  and  George  II.  Holmes  (33),  are  the  Committee  to  procure  the  Centennial 
Medal. 

Invitations — Bros.  George  H.  Burnham  (1  P.),  Edward  L.  Freeman  (10), 
and  Benjamin  M.  Bosworth  (3),  are  the  Committee  on  invited  guests. 

Halls— Bros.  Henry  C.  Armstrong  (27),  Charles  F.  Luther  (20),  and  Ben- 
jamin M.  Bosworth  (3),  are  the  Committee  to  procure  such  halls  as  may  be 
needed. 

Reception— Elisha  II.  Rhodes  (9),  Cyrus  M.  Van  Slyck  (27),  C.  Henry 
Alexander  (30),  Horace  K.  Blanchard  (21),  Hunter  C.  White  (21). 

Banoi  ei— Clinton  1).  Sellew  (27),  Joseph  O.  Earle  (4),  Henry  C.  Arm- 
strong  (27). 

okimk  ok  Exercises,  Jcne  24m — The  Committees  on  Music  and  In- 
vit.itii  his. 
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The  Committee  are  unanimous  in  their  opinion  that  the  clothing  worn  on 
parade  should  he  black  or  dark  clothes,  black  silk  hat,  white  glovks  and 

APRONS. 

Secretaries  of  Subordinate  Lodges  are  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  this 
circular  to  ever)-  member  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Yours  fraternally, 

EDWIN  BAKER. 

Secretary. 

No  other  meeting  was  held  by  the  General  Committee,  the 
sub-committees  taking  up  the  work  and  carrying  it  on  until  the 
close  of  the  celebration. 

At  the  One  Hundred  and  First  Annual  Communication  of 
Grand  Lodge  held  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  May  18,  1891,  the 
foregoing  Bulletin  was  presented  to  Grand  Lodge  as  the  report 
of  the  Centennial  Committee,  and  it  was  unanimously 

"  Ordered,  That  the  report  be  received,  recorded  and  placed  on  file." 

Immediately  following  the  Annual  Communication,  the  M.\ 
W.\  Grand  Master  issued  the  following  edict  summoning  the 
Craft  to  attend  him  on  the  day  of  the  celebration  : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  our  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  and  the 
Worshipful  Masters,  Wardens  and  Brethren  of  all  our  Subordinate  Lodges. 

WE,  the  Most  Worshipful  GEORGE  HENRY  KEN  YON,  Grand  Master 
of  Masons  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations : 

SEND  GREETING. 

Whkreas,  Our  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  will  complete  the  One  Hun- 
dredth Year  of  its  existence  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  instant,  and 

Whkreas,  Our  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  having  voted  unanimously  to 
celebrate  the  event  in  a  manner  becoming  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the 
occasion,  and 

Whkreas,  the  Committee  in  charge  of  the  Celebration  having  arranged  for  a 
Public  Demonstration  on 

Wednesday,  the  241H  Day  of  Jine  Next, 

the  same  being  the  Festival  Day  of  Saint  John  the  Baptist, 

Now  Therefore,  know  ye,  that  We,  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  Masons  aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  the  prerogatives  of  our  said  office,  do 
hereby  COMMAND  and  REQUIRE  you  to  attend  us  at  The  Freemasons 
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Hall,  or  such  other  place  as  we  may  hereafter  appoint  in  the  City  of  Providence, 
at  half-past  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  day  aforesaid. 

Furthermore,  we  do  hereby  direct  each  of  the  Worshipful  Masters  within 
our  jurisdiction,  to  cause  this  edict  to  be  read  in  open  Lodge  at  the  first  Com- 
munication after  its  receipt  for  the  information  of  the  Craft. 


By  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master, 

EDWIN  BAKER, 

Grand  S<  <  rci<irv. 

The  Committee  on  Invitations  having  been  directed  to  cause 
a  suitable  plate  for  invitations  to  be  engraved,  issued  the  fol- 
fowing  card  with  the  elegantly  engraved  note  of  invitation  ; 
these  were  sent  to  the  six  elective  officers  of  every  Grand  Lodge 
with  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  is  in  correspond- 
ence, as  well  as  to  many  distinguished  Craftsmen  and  citizens, 
numbering  in  all  upwards  of  four  hundred. 

Dear  Sir  and  Broth kr  : 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  enclosing  you  herewith  an  invitation  to  be  present 
at  the  Centennial  celebration  of  the  M.\  W.v  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  to 
be  held  in  the  City  of  Providence,  Wednesday,  June  24,  1S9I. 

The  exercises  will  include  a  reception  by  the  Grand  Master  at  the  Masonic- 
Temple,  on  Tuesday  evening,  June  23,  180.1,  for  all  the  brethren  and  their 
ladies.  A  procession  of  the  Master  Masons  of  the  State  will  take  place  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th!  followed  by  exercises  in  Infantry  Hall,  consisting  of  Ad- 
dress of  W  elcome  by  Grand  Master  Kenyon,  Historical  Address  by  Rev.  Pro. 
II .  W.  Rugg,  D.  D. ,  an  Address  on  Masonry  by  Rev.  Pro.  E.  C.  Holies, 
D.  I).,  of  New  York,  singing  by  Orpheus  Lodge,  etc. 


IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  We 
have  caused  these  presents  to  be  is- 
sued, and  the  Seal  of  our  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  L.odge  to  be  affixed, 
at  Providence,  this  First  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One 
Thousand,  Eight  Hundred  and 
Ninety-One,  and  of  Masonry,  Five 
Thousand,  Eight  Hundred  and 
Ninety-One. 


GEORGE  HENRY  KENYON. 
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A  Banquet  will  be  served  on  the  evening  of  the  24th,  to  which  you  are  in- 
vited. 

As  we  have  been  unavoidably  delayed  in  issuing  the  invitations,  will  you  please 
notify  at  earliest  convenience,  k.\  W..*  Edwin  Baker,  Grand  Secretary,  Provi- 
dence, as  to  your  acceptance  or  not. 


Providence,  R.  I.,  June  8,  1S91. 

The  \V.\  Grand  Marshal  issued  the  following  proclamation 
announcing  the  order  of  the  day  : 

The  Most  Worshipful  "  The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plan  (a  lions." 


To  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  : 

Brethrkn:  The  following  order  of  arrangements  for  the  Centennial  Cele- 
bration of  Grand  Lodge  on  the  24th  instant,  is  hereby  promulgated  for  the  in- 
formation and  government  of  the  Craft. 

The  grand  procession  will  be  formed  in  three  divisions,  on  South  Water  Street 
and  Crawford  Street  bridge,  at  half-past  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  will  be  in 
readiness  to  move  promptly  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  following  order  : 


Fraternally  yours, 


GEORGE  II.  BURN II AM, 
E.  L.  FREEMAN, 
BEN  J.  M.  BOS  WORTH, 


Office  of  the  Grand  Marshal,  Freemasons  Hai.l, 
Providence,  R.  L.  June  10,  iSo,i. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 


Form  on  South  Water  Street,  with  the  right  at  Market  Square. 
Two  Tylers  with  drawn  swords. 


Assistant  Grand  Marshal. 


Grand  Marshal. 


Assistant  Grand  Marshal. 


Aid. 


Aid. 


Aid. 


National  Band— T.  W.  Hedly,  Leader. 


Nestell  Lodge,  No.  37  

Doric  Lodge,  U.  D  

Orpheus  Lodge,  No.  36  

Redwood  Lodge,  No.  35  

Unity  Lodge,  No.  34  

Adclphoi  Lodge,  No.  33  

Roger  Williams  Lodge,  No. 32 
Atlantic  Lodge,  No.  31  


Providence. 
. .  .Auburn. 


Providence. 
Providence. 


I  .onsdale 


.  Providence. 
.  .Centredale. 
Block  Island. 
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Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  30  East  Providence. 

Barney  Merry  Lodge,  No.  29  l'awtucket. 

Ionic  Lodge,  No.  28  Greene. 

Corinthian  Lodge.  No.  27  Providence. 

Granite  Lodge,  No.  26   Harrisville. 

Hope  Lodge,  No.  25  Peacedale. 

Jenks  Lodge,  No.  24   Central  Falls. 

Charity  I-odgc,  No.  23   Hope  Valley. 

Eureka  Lodge.  No.  22  Portsmouth. 

SKCOND  DIVISION. 

Form  on  South  Water  Street,  in  the  rear  of  the  First  Division,  with  the  right  at 

Market  Square. 

Assistant  Marshal.  Assistant  Grand  Marshal.  Assistant  Marshal. 

Aid.  Band.  Aid. 

What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21   Providence. 

Franklin  Lodge.  No.  20   Westerly. 

Temple  Lodge,  No.  18  Greenville. 

Warwick  Lodge,  No.  16    Phenix. 

Hamilton  Lodge,  No.  15  Clayville. 

Saint  Paul's  Lodge.  No.  14  Newport. 

Morning  Star  Lodge,  No  13  Woonsocket 

Manchester  Lodge,  No.  12   Anthony. 

King  Solomon's  Lodge.  No.  n   ...  East  Greenwich. 

Union  Lodge.  No.  10  ...   Pawtucket. 

Harmony  Lodge,  No.  9   .  . .  Pawtuxet. 

Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  No.  8  Limerock. 

Friendship  Lodge,  No.  7   .Chepachet. 

Saint  Alban's  Lodge.  No.  6  .   Bristol. 

Washington  Lodge.  No.  5  Wick  ford. 

Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  4  Providence 

Washington  Lodge,  No.  3  Warren. 

Saint  John's  Lodge,  No.  1  Providence. 

Saint  John's  Lodge,  No.  1  Newport. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Form  on  Crawford  Street  bridge,  the  right  at  South  Water  Street 

Assistant  Grand  Marshal. 
Assistant  Marshal  Aid.  Assistant  Marshal. 

Aid.  Hand.  Aid. 

The  M.'.  W.  .  (Ir.ind  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  following  named  brethren  have  been  appointed  Assistant  (irand  Mar- 
shals, vi/.  :   W.\  Arthur  W.  Dennis,  Brothers  Hunter  C.  W  hite.  ( leorge  11. 
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Heathcote,  Theo.  A.  Barton,  C.  E.  Harrison,  and  E.  K.  Gridley,  and  they  will 
each  select  and  appoint  two  aids.  The  Grand  Marshal  will  be  recognized  by 
the  jewel  of  his  office  and  a  purple  and  gold  sash  and  baton.  The  Assistant 
Grand  Marshals  by  the  purple  and  white  sashes  and  batons,  and  the  aids  by 
blue  and  white  batons  and  rosettes. 

The  M.\  W.\  Grand  Lodge  will  assemble  in  the  Freemasons  Hall,  and  will 
consist  of  the  Grand  Officers,  the  General  Centennial  Committee,  invited  guests, 
and  such  brethren  as  are  especially  detailed  for  specific  duty.  All  other  Fast 
Masters  will  parade  with  their  respective  Lodges. 

Subordinate  Lodges  will  form  and  march  in  columns  of  four  in  the  following 
order:  Tyler,  Stewards  with  the  banner  carried  between  them;  Entered  Appren- 
tices, Fellow  Craft.  Master  Masons,  Members,  Musical  Director  and  Sentinel, 
Senior  and  Junior  Deacons,  Chaplain,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Senior  and 
Junior  Wardens,  Past  Masters,  Worshipful  Master.  Officers  will  wear  their 
official  jewels,  Tylers  will  carry  drawn  swords,  Marshals  their  batons,  Stewards 
and  Deacons  their  rods,  Wardens  their  columns,  and  Masters  of  Lodges  their 
gavels.  Brethren  are  requested  to  wear  only  such  jewels  as  pertain  to  the  Sym- 
bolic Lodge. 

By  order  of  the  M.\  W.\  Grand  Master  all  brethren  will  appear  in  black  or 
dark  clothes,  black  silk  hats,  white  aprons  and  gloves;  and  no  one,  unless  so 
clothed  will  be  permitted  in  the  line.  A  uniformity  of  neck  wear  should  also 
be  observed  by  wearing  either  black  or  white  scarfs  or  ties. 

The  Lodges  are  expected  to  arrive  promptly  at  the  place  designated  for  the 
Grand  Procession,  organized  and  formed  ready  to  take  their  positions  in  line  at 
once.  Lodges  having  banners  are  especially  requested  to  carry  them,  viz.: 
between  the  Stewards,  at  the  head  of  the  Lodge. 

The  divisions  will  be  formed  by  the  Assistant  Grand  Marshals  at  the  points 
designated,  and  ready  to  march  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  Marshals  of  Lodges  will 
report  promptly  their  arrival  to  the  Assistant  Grand  Marshal  of  the  Division, 
and  be  assigned  their  proper  places. 

The  route  of  march  will  be  up  Westminster  Street,  around  the  Doyle  Monu- 
ment, down  High  and  Broad  Streets,  Market  Square  and  South  Main  Street. 
During  the  march  the  Marshals  of  Lodges  will  see  that  the  brethren,  in  columns 
of  fours,  are  kept  up  to  proper  distance,  and  not  permit  an  improper  lengthening 
of  the  column;  also  that  the  head  of  the  Lodge  is  kept  close  to  the  one  pre- 
ceding it.  Upon  the  head  of  the  column  arriving  at  Infantry  Hall,  South  Main 
Street,  the  column  will  be  opened  in  the  centre  of  the  fours,  brethren  closed  well 
up  toward  the  right  and  faced  inward.  The  M.\  W.\  Grand  Lodge,  preceded 
by  the  band,  will  then  pass  through  the  lines,  the  brethren  saluting  with  the 
hand  salute  as  it  passes  them  The  Lodges  will  then  pass  through  the  lines, 
from  the  left  to  the  right,  in  the  usual  manner  of  inversion,  and  follow  the  M.\ 
W.  \  Grand  Lodge  into  the  hall. 

At  the  close  of  the  exercises  at  Infantry  Hall,  the  line  will  be  dismissed. 

By  the  authority  of  the  M.\  W.  \  Grand  Master, 

CHARLES  R.  DENNIS, 

Grand  Marshal. 
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The  following  circular  was  sent  to  all  the  Subordinate  Lodges 
in  the  State,  accompanied  by  a  sufficient  number  of  cards  of 
admission  to  ensure  every  member  an  entrance  to  the  Grand 
Reception  tendered  by  the  craft  to  the  M.\  \\V.  Grand  Master 
on  the  eve  of  St.  John's  day: 

Providence,  R.  I.,  June  15,  1S91. 

To  the  Worshipful  Masters  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges  of  Rhode  Island: 

Brethren  :  You  are  requested  to  deliver  to  each  member  of  your  several 
Lodges  who  may  request  it,  two  (2)  cards  of  admission  to  the  Reception  to  the 
M.\  \Y.\  Grand  Master. 

As  it  is  important  that  the  Committee  should  be  informed  of  the  number  who 
will  be  present,  you  will  return  to  the  R.\  \V.\  Grand  Secretary,  on  Saturday, 
June  20,  all  tickets  not  called  for  (as  above  prescribed)  before  that  day. 

Fraternally, 

KLISIIA  H.  RHODES, 
CYRUS  M.  VAN  SLYCK, 
C.  HENRY  ALEXANDER, 
HORACE  K.  BLANCH ARD, 
HUNTER  C.  WHITE, 

Centennial  Reception  Committee. 

The  official  notice  to  the  Craft  concerning  Grand  Lodge  in 
Festival  Communication  was  as  follows  : 

1791.        GRAM)  LODGE  EESTIYAL  COMMUNICATION,  1S91. 

Wkdm;si»ay,  Ji  nk  24  m,  1S91. 

Brother  : 

The  Festival  Communication  will  l>e  held  in  The  Freemasons  Hall,  Providence, 
R.  I.,  on  the  morning  of  the  alxne  day,  at  9  o'clock  sharp. 

Grand  Officers  will  report  to  the  M.\  \W.  Grand  Master  at  9:30  o'clock  sharp, 
clothed  and  ready  to  take  their  place  in  the  line. 

All  Past  Masters  who  are  not  detailed  for  special  duty  will  parade  with  their 
respective  Lodges. 

All  Brethren  detailed  for  special  duty  in  Grand  l  odge  will  report  at  9  o'clock 
at  Freemasons  Hall. 

All  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Centennial  Committee  who  can  do  so  conveniently 
will  parade  with  the  (Irand  Lodge,  and  report  at  9:30  sharp. 

Dress:  Dark  Clothes,  Black  Silk  Hats,  'While  Gloves  and  Aprons.  Short 
line  of  march.     The  line  will  be  dismissed  after  the  exercises  in  Infantry  Hall. 

Members  of  (irand  and  Subordinate  Lodges  can  obtain  their  tickets  to  the 
Reception,  June  23d.  from  the  Masters  of  their  respective  Lodges. 
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Please  watch  the  daily  city  papers  for  any  additional  information  or  changes 
which  may  be  made  in  the  arrangement. 

Everything  augurs  well  for  a  glorious  time,  and  a  pleasant  day  will  insure  the 
complete  success  of  the  celebration. 

As  all  the  Lodges  have  made  their  own  arrangements  for  a  collation  on  the 
24th  inst.,  none  have  been  made  for  Grand  Lodge  Members  separately.  Several 
Lodges  are  to  visit  Crescent  Park,  and  any  Brother  desiring  to  do  so  can  obtain 
a  special  ticket,  including  transportation,  upon  the  Wharf  of  the  Continental 
S.  S.  Co. 

Yours  Fraternally, 

EDWIN  BAKER,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  following  circular  was  forwarded  to  the  members  of  Grand 
Lodge  : 

CENTENNIAL  OF  THE  M.\  W.  .  GRAND  LODGE  OF  RHODE 

ISLAND,  A.-.  F.\  &  A.".  M.\ 


Providence,  R.  I.,  June  1,  1891. 

To  the  Members  of  Grand  Lodge  : 

The  undersigned  having  been  appointed  a  Committee  to  take  "charge  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  Banquet  on  the  evening  of  June  24th,"  beg  to  announce  that  until 
it  is  known  how  many  are  to  be  provided  for  no  definite  arrangements  can  be 
made.  The  Committee  believe  that  a  first-class  dinner  should  be  provided  on 
this  occasion,  and  in  that  are  supported  by  members  of  Grand  Lodge,  so  far  as 
their  opinion  has  been  obtained. 

The  price  of  tickets  has,  therefore,  been  fixed  at  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
each  (without  wines)  and  with  no  complimentary  tickets,  except  to  the  guests  of 
Grand  Lodge. 

You  are  requested  to  return  the  enclosed  postal  on  or  before  the  10th  inst., 
the  last  day  that  tickets  will  be  reserved  for  Grand  Lodge  members  only.  Be- 
tween the  10th  and  20th  the  sale  of  tickets  will  be  to  all  Masons  desiring  them, 
to  the  limit  of  the  seating  capacity  (without  crowding)  of  the  hall  or  dining- 
room. 

Fraternally  yours, 

■ 

CLINTON  D.  SELLEW,  \ 

JOSKPH  O.  EARLE,  I  Committee. 

HENRY  C.  ARMSTRONG,  ) 
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GRAND  MASTER'S  RECEPTION. 


As  an  appropriate  beginning  of  the  Centennial  Festivities  of 
Grand  Lodge,  the  Craft  of  the  State,  through  the  General  Cen- 
tennial Committee,  tendered  a  Complimentary  Reception  to 
M.\  \V.\  George  H.  Kenyon,  Grand  Master  of  Masons,  at  The 
Freemasons  Hall,  Providence,  R.  I.,  on  Tuesday  evening,  June 
23d,  1 89 1,  from  8  to  1 1  o'clock. 

The  arrangements  for  the  reception  were  in  charge  of  a  Special 
Committee,  consisting  of  R.\  W.\  Brothers  Klisha  H.  Rhodes, 
Cyrus  M.  Van  Slyck,  C.  Henry  Alexander,  W.  .  Horace  K. 
Hlanchard  and  Bro.  Hunter  C.  White,  who  were  diligent  in  their 
efforts  to  make  the  affair  a  grand  ovation. 

Kighty-four  hundred  invitations  were  issued  and  over  four 
thousand  acceptances  received.  These  were  from  all  parts  of 
the  State,  and  it  was  estimated  that  upwards  of  three  thousand 
brethren  and  ladies  were  present. 

The  formal  reception  was  held  in  Saint  John's  Hall,  at  which 
the  M.  .  W.\  Grand  Master  was  assisted  by  R.\  W.\  Elisha  H. 
Rhodes,  Senior  Grand  Warden,  and  Mrs.  Rhodes  ;  R.\  W .-. 
Edward  P.  Lowden,  Junior  Grand  Warden,  and  Mrs.  Lowden. 
W.\  Charles  R.  Dennis,  Grand  Marshal,  was  the  Master  of 
Ceremonies,  and  in  his  labors  he  was  assisted  by  W.  .  Arthur 
W.  Dennis,  \V.\  W.  Howard  Walker,  and  Bros.  Hunter  C. 
White,  Charles  C.  Mumford,  Theodore  A.  Barton,  Edmund  C. 
Danforth,  Edgar  K.  Gridley,  Charles  E.  Harrison,  and  James 
E.  Tillinghast,  who  were  busily  employed  in  directing  the  move- 
ments of  the  great  throng  which  gathered  there  to  pay  their 
respects  to  the  M.  .  W.\  Grand  Master. 

After  being  presented,  the  brethren  and  ladies  wandered  at 
their  leisure  through  the  spacious  building,  stopping  at  the 
Banquet  Hall  to  partake  of  a  tempting  collation  >erved  by  Gelb 
&  Norton. 
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The  enjoyment  of  the  evening  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the 
presence  of  Bro.  Thomas  VV.  Hedly's  National  Band  Orchestra, 
which  was  divided  into  two  parts  and  played  simultaneously  in 
the  galleries  of  Saint  John's  Hall  and  the  Chapel  the  following 

PROGRAMME. 


Oriental  March  Asher. 

Overture—"  Primrose  "  Brcspant. 

Concert  Waltz — "  A  Summer  Night"  Moses. 

Medley—"  Good  Old  Times  "    Bowson. 

"  Starlight"   Braham. 

"Scotch  Patrol"  Asch. 

"  Les  Sylphes"    Bachman. 

*  *  American  Dance  "  Bemiix. 

Selection—"  Poor  Jonathan  "  Moses. 

Grand  Processional  March—"  Babyland  "  Clauder. 

Concert  Polka—"  Valeria  "  CUutder. 

Medley  Overture — "Zing  Boom  Zing"  Brooks. 

Concert  Waltz — "Casino  Tanz"  Gungle. 

Galop — "High  Tide"  Armstrong. 


The  Lodges  of  the  more  remote  sections  of  the  jurisdiction 
were  well  represented,  and  the  utmost  good  order  and  feeling 
prevailed,  notwithstanding  the  great  number  present. 

There  was  a  constant  influx  from  8  until  nearly  n  o'clock. 
Many  ladies  were  attired  in  full  evening  dress,  and  the  scene 
was  remarkably  brilliant  and  inspiring  to  the  Craft,  among  whom 
were  many  distinguished  guests  from  abroad. 

The  East  of  Saint  John's  Hall  was  profusely  decorated  with 
flowering  plants,  which  added  greatly  to  the  charm  of  the  scene. 

All  present  seemed  to  enjoy  the  occasion,  and  many  remained 
until  a  late  hour  to  enjoy  the  opportunity  offered  for  social  con- 
verse. 

It  will  be  a  long  time  ere  so  large  and  brilliant  an  assemblage 
will  grace  the  parlors  of  Freemasons  Hall,  as  there  will  not,  in 
all  probability,  be  any  event  to  call  it  together. 

Shortly  after  1 1  o'clock  the  throng  gradually  diminished,  and 
soon  the  Grand  Master's  Reception  was  a  matter  of  history. 
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FESTIVAL  COMMUNICATION. 


The  M.\  W.\  "  The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations"  assembled  at 
9  o'clock  a.m.  in  The  Freemasons  Hall,  Providence,  R.  I.,  on 
Wednesday,  June  24th,  A.*.  L. .  5891,  A.  D.  1 891,  the  same 
being  the  Festival  Day  of  Saint  John  the  Baptist. 

OPENING. 

The  Festival  Communication  was  opened  in  Ample  Form 
upon  the  three  degrees  of  Masonry  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
and  W.\  (irand  Chaplain. 

PRESENT. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  that  there 
were  present  at  the  Four  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth  Communi- 
cation of  the  Most  Worshipful  (irand  Lodge  two  hundred  and 
eighty-two  members  or  their  proxies,  thirty-four  Lodges  being 
represented  as  follows  : 

CREDENTIAL  REPORT. 


(Irand  Officers   22 

Past  (irand  Masters.  .  .      5 

Other  Past  Grand  Officers ....    5 

Past  Masters   148 

Masters  of  Lodges      34 

Senior  Wardens  of  Lodges     2(1 

Proxies  for  Senior  Wardens  of  Lodges   J> 

Junior  Wardens  of  Lodges   2b 

Proxies  for  Junior  Wardens  of  Lodges     S 

Total    282 
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The  names  of  the  brethren  were  as  follows  : 

M.\  \W.  George  H.  Ken  yon  Grand  Master 

R.  \  W.\  Stii.lman  White  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.\  W.\  Ei.isha  H.  Rhodes  Senior  Grand  Warden 

R.  .  W.\  Edward  P.  Lowden   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.\  W.\  Darius  B.  Davis  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.\  W.\  Edwin  Baker  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  George  W.  Millard  Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

R.\  W.\  William  II.  Crawley.   ist  D.\  D.\  G.\  M.\ 

R.\  W.\  Cyrus  M.  Van  Slyck  2nd  D.\  D.\  G.\  M.\ 

R.\  W.  .  C.  Henry  Alexander  3rd  D.\  D.\  G.\  M.\ 

R.\  W.\  Charles  S.  Nichols  4th  D.\  D.\  G.\  M.\ 

R.\  W.\  Henry  C.  Field  5th  D.\  D.\  G.\  M.\ 

Rev.  and  W.\  Henry  W.  Rugg  Grand  Chaplain. 

Rev.  Edwin  C.  Bolles  Grand  Orator. 

W.\  George  W.  Pettis  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  .  Albert  H.  Williams  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.\  Eugene  E.Warner  Senior  Grand  Steward. 

\\V.  Benjamin  W.  Case  Junior  Grand  Steward. 

Bro.   Herbert  J.  Astle   Assistant  Grand  Steward. 

Bro.  Arthur  F.  White   

Bro.  Joseph  H.  Potter  

Bro.  Charles  S.  Webster  

W.  .  Charles  R."  Dennis  Grand  Marshal. 

W.\  Arthur  W.  Dennis  Assistant  Grand  Marshal. 

Bro.  Hunter  C.  White    

Bro    Theodore  A.  Barton   "  44 

Bro.  George  H.  Heathcote   44  44 

Bro.  Edgar  K.  Gridley   44  " 

Bro.  Charles  E.  Harrison   

W.\  George  H.  Holmes  Aid  to  Grand  Marshal. 

Bro.  Henry  W.  Harvey  

Bro.  John  E.  Kendrick  

Bro.  Louis  E.  Cady  

Bro.  Walter  W.  Bi  rnham  

Bro.  John  Kelso   "  " 

Bro.  Herbert  A.  Rice  

Bro.  William  H.  Barclay  

Bro.  William  P.  Jefferson  

W.\  Jabez  W.  Wilmarth,  Jr  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

R.\  W.*.  Fayette  B.  Bennett  Grand  Pursuivant. 

W.\  Forrest  A.  Peck    Grand  Lecturer. 

W.-.  Charles  L.  Kenvon  Grand  Musical  Director. 

Bro.  Thomas  W.  Hkdly   Grand  Band  Master. 

W.\  John  A.  Howland  Grand  Tyler. 

Bro.    Theodore  V.  Matteson  Assistant  Grand  Tyler. 

Bro.  Anson  T.  Rice  
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PAST  GRAND  MASTERS. 


Rev.  William  N.  Acklev,  Newton  D.  Arnold, 

Edward  L.  Freeman,  Oliver  Johnson, 

Nicholas  Van  Slyck. 

PAST  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTERS. 
James  H.  Armington,  Samuel  G.  Stiness. 

PAST  SENIOR  GRAND  WARDENS. 


Daniel  Babcock, 


Henry  C.  Field. 


James  M.  Davis. 


PAST  JUNIOR  GRAND  WARDEN. 
William  Gilpin. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Alabama, 
Arkansas, 
Canada, 

Colon  and  Cuba, 

England, 

Florida. 

Idaho, 

Illinois, 

Indiana, 

Indian  Territory. 

Iowa, 

Kansas, 


Frow  B.  Garnett. 
William  Hamilton, 

Albert  G,  Bates, 
Jerome  B.  Borden, 
George  II.  Burnham, 
Albert  H.  Cushman. 
William  E.  Husband, 
George  Fuller, 
Edward  S.  Jones, 
Charles  W.  Jencks, 

James  C.  Blake, 
Edwin  J.  Collamore, 
William  I..  Collamore. 
John  A.  Emery. 
Fred  K.  Sammis. 


Louisiana, 

Maine, 

M  ichigan, 

Missouri, 

Nebraska, 

New  Hampshire, 

New  Jersey. 

New  Mexico, 

New  York, 

New  South  Wales, 

North  Dakota, 

Ohio, 


Oregon, 

Pennsylvania, 

Quebec, 

South  Australia, 

Tennessee, 

Texas, 

Vermont, 

Victoria, 

Virginia, 

Washington, 

Wisconsin, 

Wyoming  Territory. 


PAST  MASTERS. 

j-  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  I,  Newport. 


\~  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  i,  Providence. 


u 


ashington  Lodge,  No.  3. 
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Joseph  S.  G.  Cobb, 
Stephen  M.  Greene, 
Amos  M.  Hawkins, 
Alfred  Manchester, 
Charles  Larkham, 
Charles  B.  Manchester. 
William  H  Ferry, 
William  H.  Silloway, 


-  Mount  Vernon  Lodge,,  No.  4 


James  R.  Briggs, 
Albert  K.  Ellsworth, 
Thomas  J.  Pierce, 
Stephen  E.  Reynolds. 


Washington  Lodge,  No.  5. 


George  H.  Douglass. 
Robert  B  Franklin, 
J.  Howard  Manchester. 
Charles  Thackery, 
William  T.  C.  Ward  well. 
Charles  H.  Whedon. 
Orrin  Wilson. 


•  St.  Albans  Lodge,  No.  6. 


Edwin  M.  Neff. 

William  C.  Steere, 
* 

Martin  C.  Latham, 
James  Meers, 
Nathan  E.  Pcabody, 
Henry  N.  Potter, 

Elisha  S.  Arnold, 
George  R.  Babbitt, 
Charles  E.  Johnson, 
Samuel  T.  Remington. 
William  B.  Rhodes, 
James  Sutcliffe, 
Walter  O.  Talcott. 

Ervin  Read, 
Waldo  Trescott, 

William  Bodfish. 
Byron  Briggs, 
John  C.  Nichols. 
William  R.  Sharpe, 
Thomas  J.  Tilley, 
George  H.  Wilcox, 


|  Friendship  Lodge,  No.  7. 


Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  No.  8. 


Harmony  Lodge,  No.  9. 


j-  Union  Lodge,  No.  10. 


-  King  Solomon's  Lodge,  No.  1 


f»2S 
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Dwight  R.  Adams. 
George  L  Card. 
Henry  L>.  Heydon. 
Byron  A.  Xorthup. 
Andrew  Potter. 

Caleb  L.  Knight, 
George  C.  Knight, 
George  A.  Whipple, 

H olden  O.  Hill, 
Byron  Stecre, 
Eugene  C.  Wightman. 

William  B.  Douglass, 
Thomas  M.  Holdcn, 
Edward  Pike, 
John  Potter,  3d, 
Alton  P.  Wood. 

William  II.  Arnold, 
Walter  J.  Smith. 
Ethan  C.  Thornton. 

Peter  Cahill. 
Albert  L.  Chester, 

George  W.  Arnold, 
Arthur  H.  Armington, 
Horace  K.  Blanchard, 
Frank  S.  Congdon. 
Elton  A.  Cooke, 
Arthur  W.  Dennis, 
Samuel  A.  Howland, 
Thomas  Phillips. 
S.  Penrose  Williams, 

Phillip  B.  Chase, 

Elisha  P.  Clark. 
George  E.  Greene, 
Millen  S.  Greene, 
George  R.  Rice, 
Millard  F.  Tucker. 

Jonathan  Allenson, 
Theodore  F.  Dexter, 
Asa  II.  Xickcrson, 
George  C.  Still  man, 
Jabez  W.  Wilmarth, 
Olney  W.  Wilmarth, 


Manchester  Lodge,  Xo.  12. 


-  Morning  Star  Lodge,  Xo.  13. 


-  Hamilton  Lodge,  Xo.  15. 


Warwick  Lodge,  Xo.  16. 


Temple  Lodge,  Xo.  iS. 
J-  Franklin  Lodge,  Xo.  20 


-  What  Cheer  Lodge  Xo.  21. 


Eureka  Lodge.  Xo.  22. 


•  Charity  Lodge,  Xo.  23. 


1 


';■  Jcnks  Lodge.  Xo.  24. 
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William  A.  In  man, 
Edward  F.  Keach, 
Edward  K.  King, 
James  H  Stewart, 

Henry  C.  Armstrong, 
Edmund  S.  Hopkins, 
John  S.  Kellogg, 
Charles  S.  Pettee, 
Clinton  D.  Sellew, 

Joseph  T.  Hopkins, 
George  B.  Rice, 
Amasa  P.  Taber, 
Gardiner  R.  Wilcox, 

John  F.  Adams, 

George  N.  Bliss, 
Oscar  A.  Carleton, 
Charles  G.  Hill. 
Simeon  Hunt, 
Alvord  O.  Miles, 
Henry  R.  Rogers, 
William  R.  Sherman, 
Mason  B  Wood, 

William  F.  Allison, 
James  V.  Dawley, 
Rufus  W.  Harris, 
Robert  Henry-, 

John  M.  Buffinton, 
D.  Russell  Brown, 
Daniel  N.  Davis, 
George  H.  Holmes, 
John  Heathcote, 
John  W.  McKnight, 
Fred  I.  Marcy, 
Smith  S.  Sweet, 

John  Dawber, 
Luke  Duxbury, 
John  S.  Hindley, 
William  Martin, 

Herman  Boaz, 
Henry  Greene, 
William  M.  Greene, 
Leopold  Hart  man, 
William  H.  T.  Mosley, 
40 


-  Granite  Lodge,  No.  26. 


!►  Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  27. 

J 

- 

-  Ionic  Lodge,  No.  28. 
Barney  Merry  Lodge,  No.  29. 


►  Rising  Sun  Lodge.  No.  30. 


-  Roger  Williams  l*odge,  No.  32. 


>  Adelphoi  Lodge,  No.  33. 


-  Unity  Lodge,  No.  34. 


■  Redwood  Lodge,  No.  35. 
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Theodore  A.  Allen, 
John  C.  Davis, 
Milton  Livsey, 
Leander  G.  Sherman, 

Joseph  Baker, 
Hosea  Q.  Morton, 
William  H.  Patt, 
George  Robinson, 
James  W.  Lees, 


Orpheus  Lodge,  No.  36. 


Nestell  Lodge,  No.  37. 


REPRESENTATION.  . 

ST.  JOHN'S  LODGE,  No.  1,  Newport. 

Henry  R.  Concklin  Master. 

James  H.  Comstock   Senior  Warden. 

Duncan  McLean  Junior  Warden. 

SAINT  JOHN'S  LODGE,  No.  1,  Providence. 

Charles  H.  C.  Carter  Master. 

Fred  C.  Bushee  Senior  Warden. 

Asa  Cushman    Proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 

WASHINGTON  LODGE,  No.  3. 

Jesse  M.  Munro  Master. 

Benjamin  M.  Bosworth  Senior  Warden. 

Fred  S.  Collamore  Junior  Warden. 

MOUNT  VERNON  LODGE,  No.  4 

George  F.  Keene  Master. 

Ozro  C.  Heath  Senior  Warden. 

Horace  S.  Richardson  Junior  Warden. 

WASHINGTON  LODGE,  No.  5. 

Byron  L.  Arnold  Master. 

Benjamin  Bray  Senior  Warden. 

John  F.  Rose  Junior  Warden. 


> 


SAINT  AI.BAN'S  LODGE,  No.  6. 

William  J.  Bradford  Master. 

William  llodgkinson  Senior  Warden. 

James  Co^cshall  Proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 
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FRIENDSHIP  LODGE,  No.  7. 


• 


Everett  W.  White  :  Master. 

Eugene  F.  Eddy  Senior  Warden. 

Charles  Potter  Junior  Warden. 

MOUNT  MORIAH  LODGE,  No.  8. 

James  Lee   Master. 

Alfred  J.  Curtis  Senior  Warden. 

Walter  Livesley    Junior  Warden. 

HARMONY  LODGE,  No.  9. 

Frank  S.  Livertnore  Master. 

Hiram  E.  Smith  Senior  Warden. 

Frank  E.  Whipple  Junior  Warden. 

UNION  LODGE,  No.  10. 

W.  Howard  Walker  Master. 

Silas  B.  Havens  Senior  Warden. 

George  D.  Carpenter  Junior  Warden. 

KING  SOLOMON'S  LODGE,  No.  ir. 

Isaac  H.  Wadleigh  Master. 

William  U.  Harrington   Senior  Warden. 

Levi  N.  Fitts  Junior  Warden. 

MANCHESTER  LODGE,  No.  12. 

John  Winsor  Master. 

Arthur  J.  Matteson  Senior  Warden. 

Frank  H.  Congdon  Junior  Warden. 

MORNING  STAR  LODGE,  No.  13. 

Ralph  W.  Cook  Master. 

W.\  George  C.  Knight  Proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

Albert  C.  Smith    Proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 

SAINT  PAUL'S  LODGE,  No.  14. 

George  E.  Vernon  Master. 

William  J.  Cozzens  Proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

William  S.  Cranston  Proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 
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HAMILTON  LODGE,  No.  15. 

- 

Thomas  A.  Seamans.   Master. 

Eugene  C.  Wightman  Proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

George  A.  Young  Proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 

WARWICK  LODGE,  No.  16. 

J.  Ellery  Hudson  Master. 

W.\  Alton  D.  Wood  Proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

Charles  Cornell  Proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 

TEMPLE  LODGE,  No.  18. 

Henry  D.  Turner  Master. 

Clarence  Mathewson  Senior  Warden 

William  A.  Thurbcr  Junior  Warden. 

FRANKLIN  LODGE,  No.  20. 

Robert  D.  Barr  ....   Master. 

William  F.  Saunders     ....  Proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

Lorenzo  D.  Richmond  Proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 

WHAT  CHEER  LODGE,  No.  21. 

Spencer  B.  Hopkins  Master. 

Amos  B.  Bradley   ...  .Senior  Warden. 

Zephaniah  G.  Pierce  Proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 

CHARITY  LODGE,  No.  23. 

Millard  F.  Tucker  Master. 

John  L.  Kenyon  Senior  Warden. 

Whiting  Metcalf  Junior  Warden. 

JEN  KS  LODGE,  No.  24. 

John  F.  Follett  Master. 

W.\  Jonathan  Allenson   Proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

Joseph  M.  Bates   ..Junior  Warden. 

HOPE  LODGE.  No.  25. 

William  F.  Graham  Master. 

Fred  H.  Gorton  Senior  Warden 

HerUrrt  M    Knowlcs  Junior  Warden. 
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GRANITE  LODGE,  No.  26. 

Stephen  M.  Paine  Master. 

George  E.  Brown  Senior  Warden. 

Henry  A.  Waterhousc   Junior  Warden. 

CORINTHIAN  LODGE,  No.  27. 

Charles  C.  Newhall    Master. 

James  E.  Tillinghast  Senior  Warden. 

Edmund  C.  Danforth  Junior  Warden. 

IONIC  LODGE,  No.  28. 

Samuel  H.  Bowen.  Master. 

W.\  George  B.  Rice  Proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

George  B.  Parker  Junior  Warden. 

BARNEY  MERRY  LODGE,  No.  29. 

John  F.  Oldham  Master. 

Charles  H.  Ells   Senior  Warden. 

Andrew  K.  Thresher  Junior  Warden. 

RISING  SUN  LODGE,  No.  30. 

John  S.  Rogers  Master. 

William  II .  Bennett  Senior  Warden. 

Charles  H.  Wilmarth   Junior  Warden. 

ROGER  WILLIAMS  LODGE.  No.  32. 

Charles  K.  Dawley  Master. 

Oliver  P.  Sherman   Senior  Warden. 

Albert  O.  Coates    Junior  Warden. 

ADELPHOI  LODGE,  No.  33. 

Clarence  M.  Godding  Master. 

W.\  John  Heathcote  Proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

William  P.  Vaughn  Junior  Warden. 

UNITY  LODGE.  No.  34. 

James  H indie  Master. 

David  Conn  Senior  Warden. 

Henry  Kwart  Junior  Warden. 
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REDWOOD  LODGE,  No.  35. 

James  E.  Boulester  Master. 

Eugene  H.  Lincoln  Senior  Warden. 

Charles  R.  Southey    Junior  Warden. 

ORPHEUS  LODGE,  No.  36. 

Don  Carlos  H.  Tinkham  Master. 

William  H.  Scott  Senior  Warden. 

Henry  P.  Morgan  Junior  Warden. 

NESTELL  LODGE,  No.  37. 

Frederick  G.  Stiles     Master. 

John  R.  Crossley  Senior  Warden. 

Joseph  Baker,  Jr    Junior  Warden. 

DORIC  LODGE,  U.  D. 

Linus  A.  Webster    Master. 

Walter  H.  Matteson  Senior  Warden. 

Charles  II.  Tucker   Junior  Warden. 

To  the  M.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  etc.  : 

The  foregoing  contains  a  full  report  of  all  persons  entitled  to  vote  in  Grand 
Lodge  at  the  Festival  Communication. 

ALBERT  H.  CUSHMAN,  ) 

MARCUS  M.  BURDICK,  r  °t^L. 

MILTON  LIVSEV,  J 

June  24th,  A.  .  L.\  5891. 

BEARERS  OF  SYMBOLS  AND  WORKING  TOOLS. 

R.  .  W.\  William  Gilpin  Book  of  Constitutions. 

R.  .  W.\  Albert  M.  Cushman  Great  Lights. 

W.\  Milton  I.ivscy  \ 

W.\  William  IL  Silloway  •  Burning  Tapers. 

Bro.    Fred  K.  Willis   ) 

Bro.   I.ouis  H.  (ireene  Golden  Vessel  of  Corn 

Bro.  Jeremiah  II.  Cranston  Silver  Vessel  of  Wine. 

Bro.   William  C.  Dawson  Silver  Vessel  of  Oil. 

W.\  James  C.  Blake.  Celestial  Globe. 

Bro.   Allen  G.  Oatley  Terrestrial  Globe. 
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Bro.  John  W.  Carter  Tuscan  Order. 

'  W.'.  Robert  Henry   Doric  Order. 

Bro.  Asa  H.  Richmond  Ionic  Order. 

Bro.  Edwin  Hirst  Corinthian  Order. 

Bro.  Abram  G.  Mink   Composite  Order. 

Bro.  Archibald  Spence  Twenty-four  inch  Gauge. 

Bro.  John  B.  Craig  Gavel. 

WV.  Daniel  H.  Sprague  Square. 

Bro.  Otis  B.  Graham  Level. 

Bro.  James  McEwen  Plumb. 

Bro.  James  M.  Bricket   Trowel. 

The  M.\  W.\  Grand  Master  informed  the  Grand  Lodge  that 
he  had  summoned  the  Craft  to  attend  him  that  day  in  Festival 
Communication  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  the  One  Hun- 
dredth Anniversary  of  the  Organization  of  Grand  Lodge,  and 
directed  the  W.\  Grand  Marshal  to  assemble  the  Craft  in  Grand 
Procession  for  the  purpose  of  attending  upon  the  Literary  Exer- 
cises at  Infantry  Hall,  which  the  Centennial  Committee  had 
arranged  as  a  part  of  the  day's  celebration. 

GRAND  PROCESSION. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Formed  on  South  Water  Street,  with  the  right  at  Market  Square. 

Two  Tylers  with  drawn  swords. 

Assistant  Grand  Marshal.  Grand  Marshal.  Assistant  Grand  Marshal. 

Aid.  Aid.  Aid. 

National  Band.  Bro.  T.  W.  Hedly,  leader.  35  Men. 

Nestell  Lodge,  No.  37,  Providence  102  Brethren. 

WV.  Frederick  G.  Stiles,  Master. 

Doric  Lodge,  U.  D.,  Auburn   14  Brethren. 

WV.  Linus  A.  Webster,  Master. 

Orpheus  Lodge,  No.  36,  Providence  45  Brethren. 

W.\  Don  Carlos  H.  Tinkham,  Master. 

Redwood  Lodge,  No.  35,  Providence  22  Brethren. 

WV.  James  E.  Boulester,  Master. 

Unity  Lodge,  No.  34,  Lonsdale   65  Brethren. 

WV.  James  Hindle,  Master. 
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Adelphoi  Lodge,  No.  33,  Providence   25  Brethren. 

W.\  Clarence  M.  Godding,  Master. 

Roger  Williams  Lodge,  No.  32,  Centredale   28  Brethren. 

\V.\  Charles  F.  Dawley,  Master. 

Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  30,  East  Providence   52  Brethren. 

W.\  John  S.  Rogers,  Master. 

Barney  Merry  Ixxlge,  No.  29,  Pawtucket   40  Brethren. 

W.\  John  F.  Oldham,  Master. 

Ionic  Lodge,  No.  28,  Greene   20  Brethren. 

W.\  Samuel  H.  Bowen,  Master. 

Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  27,  Providence   .  14  Brethren. 

W.\  Charles  C.  Newhall,  Master. 

Granite  Lodge,  No.  26,  Harrisville   30  Brethren. 

W.  \  Stephen  M.  Paine,  Master. 

Hope  Lodge,  No.  25,  Peacedale     20  Brethren. 

\V.\  William  F.  Graham.  Master. 

Jcnks  Lodge,  No.  24,  Central  Falls   52  Brethren. 

W.\  John  F.  Follett.  Master. 

Charity  Lodge,  No.  23,  Hope  Valley   50  Brethren. 

W.\  Millard  F.  Tucker,  Master. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 

Formed  on  South  Water  Street,  in  the  rear  of  the  First  Division,  with  the  right 


at  Market  Square. 

Assistant  Marshal.  Assistant  Grand  Marshal.  Assistant  Marshal. 

Aid.  Aid.  Aid. 

Westerly  Band.       Thomas  Waddington,  leader.       20  men 

What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  Providence  193  Brethren. 

W.\  Spencer  B.  Hopkins,  Master. 

Franklin  Lodge,  No.  20,  Westerly   35  Brethren. 

W.\  Robert  I).  Barr,  Master. 

Temple  Lodge,  No.  iS,  Greenville   27  Brethren. 

\\V.  Henry  I>.  Turner,  Master. 
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Warwick  I*odge,  No.  16,  Phenix   52  Brethren. 

W.  .  J.  Ellery  Hudson,  Master. 

Hamilton  Lodge,  No.  15,  Clayville   14  Brethren. 

W.  \  Thomas  A.  Seamans,  Master. 

Saint  Paul's  Lodge,  No.  14,  Newport   10  Brethren. 

W.\  George  E.  Vernon,  Master. 

Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  13,  Woonsockct   76  Brethren. 

W.\  Ralph  W.  Cook,  Master. 

Manchester  Lodge,  No.  12,  Anthony    37  Brethren. 

W.\  John  Winsor,  Master. 

King  Solomon's  Lodge,  No.  u,  East  Greenwich   48  Brethren. 

W.\  Isaac  H.  Wadleigh,  Master. 

Union  Lodge.  No  10,  Pawtucket   So  Brethren. 

WW  W.  Howard  Walker,  Master. 

Harmony  Lodge,  No.  9,  Pawtuxet   45  Brethren. 

W.\  Frank  D.  Livermore,  Master. 

Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  No.  8,  Limerock   36  Brethren. 

W.  ■.  James  Lee,  Master. 

Friendship  Lodge.  No.  7.  Chepachet   17  Brethren. 

W.  \  Everett  W.  White,  Master. 

Saint  Alban's  Ixxlge,  No.  6,  Bristol   46  Brethren. 

W.\  William  J.  Bradford.  Master. 

Washington  Lodge,  No.  5,  Wickford  25  Brethren. 

\\V.  Byron  L.  Arnold,  Master. 

Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  4,  Providence   110  Brethren. 

W.\  George  F.  Keene,  Master. 

Washington  Lodge,  No.  3,  Warren   41  Brethren. 

W.\  Jesse  M.  Munro,  Master. 

Saint  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  Providence  85  Brethren. 

W.\  Charles  H.  C.  Carter.  Master. 

Saint  John's  Lodge.  No.  1,  Newport   42  Brethren. 

W.-.  Henry  R.  Concklin,  Master. 
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THIRD  DIVISION. 


Formed  on  Crawford  Street  Bridge,  the  right  at  South  Water  Street. 


Assistant  Marshal. 


Assistant  Grand  Marshal. 


Assistant  Marshal. 


Aid. 


Aid 


Aid. 


White's  Band.       William  E.  White,  leader.       25  men. 

Grand  Tyler  with  drawn  sword. 
Grand  Stewards  with  White  Rods. 

A  Brother  with  a  Golden  Vessel  of  Corn. 

Two  Brethren  with  Silver  Vessels  of  Wine  and  Oil. 

Six  Brethren  with  Working  Tools. 

Two  Brethren  with  Tuscan  and  Composite  Orders. 

Three  Brethren  with  the  Doric,  Ionic  and  Corinthian  Orders. 

Two  Brethren  with  Globes  Celestial  and  Terrestrial. 

A  Past  Master  with  Burning  Taper. 

Steward  with  White  Rod.      A  Past  Master  with  Great  Lights.      Steward  with 

White  Rod. 


Members  of  the  Centennial  Committee: — R.\  W.\  Albert  F.  Ellsworth  (5), 
W.  .  William  C  Stecrc  (7),  W.\  William  R.  Sharpe  ( 1 1 ),  W.  \  George 
R.  Babbitt  (9).  R.\  W.\  Dwight  R.  Adams  (12),  W.  .  Holden  O.  Hill 
(15),  W  -    Horace  K.  Blanchard  (21  ),  W.  \  John  Dawber  (  34  ). 

Carriage  containing  M.\  W.\  George  B.  Van  Daun,  Past  Grand  Master  of 
Iowa,  and  Bro.  (leorge  k.  Hiller.  of  New  Jersey  ;  M.\  W.\  Charles 
Wells,  Grand  Master  of  Massachusetts,  and  R.  \  W.\  Sereno  D.  Nicker- 
son,  Grand  Secretary  of  Massachusetts. 

Carriage  containing  Past  Grand  Masters  Johnson,  Freeman,  Ackley  and  Arnold. 

Carriage  containing  Third  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  R.\  W.\  John  Pinder, 
1  >.'.  G.\  M.  .  of  New  Hampshire;  Bro.  G.  H.  Hall,  of  Connecticut,  and 
\\.  .  Henry  C.  Armstrong.  Treasurer  Centennial  Committee. 

Carriage  containing  the  First.  Second,  Fourth  and  Fifth  District  Deputy  Grand 
Masters. 

Carriage  containing  the  Grand  Treasurer,  Grand  Secretary,  Grand  Chaplain  and 
Grand  Orator. 


Two  Past  Masters  with  Burning  Tapers. 


Grand  Musical  Director. 


Grand  Lecturer. 


Grand  Pursuivant. 
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Carriage  containing  the  Grand  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens,  Past  Grand  Masters 
Clifford  P.  McCalla,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Robert  M.  Moore,  of  New  Jer- 
sey. 

Carriage  containing  M.\  \V.\  George  H.  Kenyon,  Grand  Master  of  Masons; 
R.\  W.\  Stillman  White,  Deputy  Grand  Master;  Past  Grand  Master 
Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Chairman  of  the  Centennial  Committee  ;  and  R.\  W.\ 
William  Gilpin,  Bearer  of  the  Book  of  Constitutions. 

Grand  Deacons  with  Black  Rods,  flanking  the  Grand  Master's  carriage. 

Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Two  Grand  Stewards  with  White  Rods. 

The  M.  .  W.\  Grand  Lodge  consisted  of  the  Grand  Officers, 
the  General  Centennial  Committee,  invited  guests,  and  such 
brethren  as  were  especially  detailed  for  specific  duty.  All  other 
Past  Masters  and  the  Masters  and  Wardens  paraded  with  their 
respective  Lodges.  There  were  587  brethren  in  the  First  Di- 
vision, 1025  in  the  Second  Division,  and  74  in  the  Third  Di- 
vision, making  the  total  number  of  Masons  in  line  1686,  to 
which  add  80  musicians,  making  a  grand  total  of  1766  men  in 
line. 

The  Subordinate  Lodges  formed  and  marched  in  columns  of  * 
fours  in  the  following  order  :  Tyler,  Stewards  with  the  banner 
carried  between  them  ;  Entered  Apprentices,  Fellow  Craft, 
Master  Masons,  Members,  Musical  Director  and  Sentinel, 
Senior  and  Junior  Deacons,  Chaplain,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
Senior  and  Junior  Wardens,  Past  Masters,  Worshipful  Master  ; 
the  officers  wearing  their  official  jewels,  Tylers  carrying  drawn 
swords,  Marshals  their  batons,  Stewards  and  Deacons  their  rods, 
Wardens  their  columns,  and  Masters  of  Lodges  their  gavels; 
all  the  brethren  appeared  in  black  or  dark  clothes,  black  silk 
hats,  white  aprons  and  gloves. 

The  route  of  march  was  up  Westminster  street,  around  the 
Doyle  Monument,  down  High  and  Broad  streets,  Market  Square 
and  South  Main  street.  Upon  the  head  of  the  column  arriving 
at  Infantry  Hall,  South  Main  street,  the  line  opened  in  the 
centre  of  the  fours,  and  the  M.\  W.\  Grand  Lodge,  preceded  by 
the  band,  then  passed  through,  the  brethren  saluting  as  it  passed. 
The  Lodges  then  passed  through  the  lines,  from  the  left  to  the 
right,  in  the  usual  manner  of  inversion,  following  the  M.\  \\'.\ 
Grand  Lodge  into  the  Hall. 
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Upon  entering  the  Hall  the  M.\  W.\  Grand  Master,  Grand 
Officers,  Invited  Guests  and  Centennial  Committee  took  seats 
upon  the  platform  as  also  did  the  brethren  of  Orpheus  Lodge, 
No.  36,  who  rendered  the  musical  part  of  the  programme.  The 
National  Band  was  stationed  under  the  gallery  at  the  west  of 
the  platform,  the  Subordinate  Lodges  occupied  the  main  floor, 
while  the  galleries  were  reserved  for  the  ladies,  the  hall  being 
completely  filled  in  every  part. 
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<$>ne  Ibunbrcbtb  Hnniversar^ 

OF  THE  ORGANIZATION  OF 

The  Aost  Worshipful 

"The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Society  of  Free  and  accepted  Masons  for  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations," 

ON  THE 

festival  Say  of  &atut  Jfohn  the  baptist, 

Wednesday,  June  24TH,  A.\L\  5891, 

AT 


PROVIDENCE,   R.  I. 


5749. 

St.  John's  Lodge, 

No.  I, 

NEWPORT. 


5801. 


5891. 


Doric  Lodge, 

No.  38, 

AUBURN. 
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ORDER   OF  EXERCISES 

IN 

Infantry  gall. 


COMMENCING  AT  11:16  O'CLOCK  A.M. 


OVERTURE—"  Zampa,"  Herald. 

Hedly's  National  Band. 


The  Grand M aster :  The  Worshipful  Grand  Marshal  will  make 
the  proclamation. 

The  Grand  Marshal :  By  order  and  authority  of  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  I  do  now  command  all 
persons  here  to  preserve  silence  and  decorum  during  the 
solemn  ceremonies  that  are  now  about  to  occur.  This  pro- 
clamation I  make  once — twice — thrice  ;  in  the  South,  in  the 
West,  and  in  the  East. 

The  Grand  Master :  The  Brethren  will  join  in  responsive 
reading  with  the  Worshipful  Grand  Chaplain. 

Psalm  C. 
Jubilate  Deo. 

Chaplain:  i.  Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord,  all  ye 
lands. 

Brethren:  2.  Serve  the  Lord  with  gladness;  come  before  his 
presence  with  singing. 
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Chaplain :  3.  Know  ye  that  the  Lord  he  is  God:  it  is  he  that 
hath  made  us,  and  not  we  ourselves  ;  we  are  his  people  and  the 
sheep  of  his  pasture. 

Brethren  :  4.  Enter  into  his  gates  with  thanksgiving,  and  in- 
to his  courts  with  praise  :  be  thankful  unto  him,  and  bless  his 
name. 

Chaplain:  5.  For  the  Lord  is  good;  his  mercy  is  everlasting; 
and  his  truth  endureth  to  all  generations. 

Choir :  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the 
Holy  Ghost ;  as  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever  shall 
be  :  world  without  end.  Amen. 

• 

Psalm  CXXXIII. 

Ecce  quam  bonum. 

Chaplain:  1.  Behold  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  : 

Brethren  :  2.  It  is  like  the  precious  ointment  upon  the  head, 
that  ran  down  upon  the  beard,  even  Aaron's  beard  :  that  went 
down  to  the  skirts  of  his  garments  ; 

Chaplain :  3.  As  the  dew  of  Hermon,  and  as  the  dew  that 
descended  upon  the  mountains  of  Zion  :  for  there  the  Lord 
commanded  the  blessing,  even  life  for  evermore. 

Choir :    Glory  be  to  the  Father. 

Psalm  CL. 

Laudate  Dominum. 

Chaplain:  1.  Praise  ye  the  Lord.  Praise  God  in  his  sanctu- 
ary :  praise  him  in  the  firmament  of  his  power. 

Brethren  :  2.  Praise  him  for  his  mighty  acts  :  praise  him  ac- 
cording to  his  excellent  greatness. 

Chaplain :  3.  Praise  him  with  the  sound  of  the  trumpet  : 
praise  him  with  the  psaltery  and  harp. 

Brethren  :  4.  Praise  him  with  the  timbrel  and  dance  :  praise 
him  with  stringed  instruments  and  organs. 
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Chaplain  :  5.  Praise  him  upon  the  loud  cymbals  :  praise  him 
upon  the  high-sounding  cymbals. 

Brethren :  6.  Let  everything  that  hath  breath  praise  the 
Lord.    Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

Chaplain :    Glory  be  to  the  Father. 


TE  DEUM  LAUDAMUS,  Gerrish. 

Solos  by  Bros.  Herbert  E.  Brown  and  William  IV.  Flint. 
Orphei  s  Lodge,  No.  36. 


The  Grand  M aster :  Brethren,  prayer  will  now  be  offered  by 
the  Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  H.  W.  Rugg,  D.D. 

PRAYER. 

The  Grand  Chaplain :  Almighty  and  ever  blessed  God, 
Creator  of  the  universe  and  ruler  of  all  things  which  Thou  hast 
made  so  wisely  and  so  well,  we  invoke  Thy  presence  and  help 
and  blessing  as  we  engage  in  the  exercises  of  this  centennial 
celebration,  realizing  that  without  Thee  we  shall  not  profit  in 
our  undertaking,  or  be  edified  according  to  our  desires.  Grant 
unto  us,  we  pray  Thee,  the  spirit  of  humility  and  praise,  and  of 
adoration  and  thanksgiving,  that  we  may  approach  Thee  in  the 
spirit  of  true  devotion  and  sincere  aspiration;  and,  ministered 
to  by  Thy  grace  and  by  Thy  truth,  may  the  words  of  our  mouths 
and  the  meditations  of  our  hearts  be  acceptable  in  Thy  sight, 
profitable  to  ourselves,  and  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
Institution  here  represented. 

O  God,  our  Father,  we  thank  Thee  that  Thy  favor  has  at- 
tended the  Fraternity  under  whose  auspices  we  have  this  day 
convened.  We  would  gratefully  remember  our  faithful  brethren 
of  former  days,  especially  those  who  were  connected  with  the 
establishment  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  into  whose  labors  we  have 
entered.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  fidelity,  the  intelligence,  the 
noble  consecration  of  mind  and  heart  and  spirit  which  were 
conspicuous  in  the  characters  and  lives  of  the  founders  of  this 
Grand  Lodge.     May  we  not  forget  what  they  were  and  what 


Digitized  by  Google 


C  E  NT  E  X  X I A  L  CELE  11  RAT  ION. 


645 


they  did  in  representing  the  elements  of  a  noble  manhood,  a 
broad  and  generous  culture,  and  a  helpful  human  fellowship; 
and,  while  we  rejoice  in  what  we  now  have  of  additional  facil- 
ities and  ministries,  we  would  not  forget  those  who  placed  the 
foundation  on  which  we  are  now  established. 

Thus  with  reverent  acknowledgments  unto  Thee,  O  God,  we 
invoke  Thy  blessing  upon  this  Grand  Body  that  enters  into  the 
joyous  celebration  of  its  one  hundredth  anniversary  to-day. 
May  Thy  merciful  favor  rest  upon  all  its  members,  those  here 
present  and  the  absent  as  well,  and  upon  the  Craft  allegiant  to 
this  governing  Body.  Grant,  we  pray  thee,  that  Thy  blessing 
may  rest  upon  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction, 
that  he  may  be  wise  to  instruct  and  strong  to  lead  the  Craft  in 
ways  of  usefulness,  in  accordance  with  the  landmarks  of  Free- 
masonry and  the  principles  of  everlasting  righteousness.  We 
pray  Thy  blessing  to  rest  upon  our  brethren  of  other  jurisdic- 
tions who  have  come  here  to  partake  of  our  hospitality  to-day, 
to  join  in  these  exercises,  with  whom  we  clasp  hands  in  glad 
fellowship,  as  spiritually  we  would  be  joined  with  the  most  dis- 
tant members  of  our  Fraternity,  rejoicing  in  4hat  kindness  of 
feeling  which  is  world-wide  and  which  has  a  touch  of  Thine  own 
spirit  and  grace  and  Thine  own  love  upon  it. 

We  commend  to  Thee  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Judges  of  the  Courts  and  members  of  the  two  houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  all  who  are  associated  with  them  in  the  various  places 
of  national  authority,  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  the 
Mayor  of  our  city,  and  others  who  hold  important  official  posi- 
tions; and  pray  that  Thou  wouldst  aid  them  in  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  their  respective  obligations,  that  the  people  may  be 
served  rightly  and  well,  that  this  nation  may  be  a  nation  whose 
God  is  the  Lord,  and  whose  people  shall  walk  in  ways  of  obedi- 
ence to  Divine  and  human  sanctions,  and  so  be  blessed  through 
all  future  generations. 

O  God,  our  Father,  we  come  to  Thee  with  our  fervent  peti- 
tion that  Thou  wouldst  establish  our  hearts  in  Thy  fear,  and 
that  we  may  be  faithful  to  all  the  duties  of  related  life,  specially 
to  the  obligations  of  this  Fraternity,  in  the  communion  of  which 
we  have  realized  so  many  delightful  and  happy  hours. 

Thus  would  our  prayer  of  faith  and  trust  go  up  to  Thee,  O 
God,  our  Father.    Listen  Thou  to  our  petitions,  and  give  to  us 
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the  bestowment  of  Thy  grace  and  the  blessing  of  Thy  love,  that 
all  our  words  and  works,  begun,  continued  and  ended  in  Thy 
name,  may  be  to  Thine  everlasting  glory.  May  Thy  favor  at- 
tend us,  to  deliver  us  from  our  sins,  to  strengthen  and  confirm 
us  in  all  goodness,  that  so  we  may  evermore  walk  in  the  light, 
saying  unto  Thee  in  earnest  heart  utterance  :  "Our  Father  who 
art  in  Heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  Name.  Thy  kingdom  come. 
Thy  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven.  Give  us  this  day 
our  daily  bread.  And  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we  forgive 
those  who  trespass  against  us.  And  lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion, but  deliver  us  from  evil.  For  Thine  is  the  kingdom,  and 
the  power,  and  the  glory,  forever  and  ever.  Amen." 

RESPONSE  —  "  Pater  Noster,"     ....  k'enyon. 

Oki-hki  s  I.olH.F.  X<«.  36. 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

M.\  \Y.  .  CfKCRGK  H.  Ken  vox,  Grand  Master  of  Masons. 

Grand  Master  Kenyan  :  My  brethren,  in  the  name 
of  peace,  harmony  and  good  fellowship,  we  cordially 
greet  you  on  this  festival  occasion.  To-day  marks  an 
important  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
One  hundred  years  of  its  existence  have  been  com- 
pleted and  added  to  the  record  of  the  past.  From 
earliest  times  it  has  been  the  custom  among  civilized 
nations  to  celebrate  certain  times  and  events  in  the 
lives  of  private  individuals,  of  illustrious  men  and  of 
honorable  institutions,  according  to  the  degree  of  im- 
portance attached  to  their  existence  and  usefulness. 
We  are  here  assembled  at  this  time  to  commemorate, 
in  an  appropriate  manner,  the  completion  of  our  first 
century,  and  to  enter,  under  the  most  favorable  aus- 
pices, upon  the  commencement  of  the  second. 

In  looking  back  over  the  record  of  the  past,  in  the 
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few  short  moments  that  have  been  set  apart  for  that 
purpose  to-day,  we  shall  be  able  to  but  glance  hastily 
at  the  more  important  events.  With  pride  and  satis- 
faction we  look  upon  what  has  been,  and  are  thereby 
inspired  with  the  brightest  hopes  for  the  future.  The 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  has  grown  from  a  little 
band  of  faithful  and  zealous  brethren,  who  first  gave 
it  life,  to  an  honorable  and  venerable  institution  con- 
sisting of  more  than  five  hundred  members.  Prosper- 
ity has  assisted  its  growth,  and  harmony  and  fraternity 
have  prevailed  during  the  past  one  hundred  years.  Its 
life  and  growth  have  not  been  due,  my  brethren,  to 
any  accident  or  fortunate  combination  of  circumstan- 
ces. It  has  survived  and  flourished  because  of  the 
grand  principles  upon  which  the  institution  it  rep- 
resents is  founded.  Freemasonry  lives  because  its 
fundamental  principles  all  tend  to  elevate,  to  enlighten 
and  to  ennoble  the  minds  of  men.  Its  foundation- 
stone  is  a  belief  in  and  a  firm  reliance  upon  the 
Divine  Providence,  and  upon  this  basis  is  erected  the 
superstructure  of  our  glorious  institution.  We  are 
gathered  at  this  time  \o  rejoice  in  its  existence,  and  to 
attest  our  loyalty  to  its  principles  and  to  its  precepts. 

WTe  are  favored,  my  brethren,  by  having  with  us  to- 
day distinguished  brethren  from  other  States  —  mem- 
bers of  sister  Grand  Lodges  —  who  have  come  here 
to  aid  us  in  our  celebration  and  to  bear  to  us  the 
fraternal  greeting  of  their  several  Grand  Jurisdictions. 
We  are  truly  grateful,  and  we  feel  honored  by  their 
presence.  It  affords  us  great  pleasure,  my  visiting 
brethren,  to  extend  to  you  a  cordial  welcome  to  our 
home,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  kindly  interest  you 
have  manifested  in  our  welfare.    To  all  the  brethren 
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of  our  own  jurisdiction  participating  with  us  on  this 
festival  occasion,  we  gladly  offer  a  fraternal  greeting 
and  a  most  hearty  welcome.  We  have  endeavored 
to  so  arrange  the  exercises  of  the  day  that  they  may 
be  enjoyable  to  every  member  of  the  Craft,  and  that 
in  future  days  we  may  look  back  with  pleasant  mem- 
ories upon  our  observance  of  the  centennial  anniver- 
sary of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island. 

PART  SONG  — "  Walk  in  the  Light,"      -       -       -  Doiv. 

OkPHF.i  s  I,oix;k,  No.  36. 

Grand  Master:  Brethren,  the  Reverend  and  Worshipful 
brother  who  will  deliver  the  historical  address  needs  no  Intro- 
duction to  the  Masons  of  Rhode  Island.  I  have  the  pleasure 
to  formally  present  to  you  our  Reverend  and  Worshipful  broth- 
er, Henry  W.  Rugg,  D.  I). 

HISTORICAL  ADDRESS. 

Hv  Rkv.  Hknry  W.  Rugg,  I).  D. 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  Brethren  of  the  Fraternity: 

The  organization  which  observes  this  centennial 
festival  is  privileged  to  review  a  bright  and  useful 
past.  A  hundred  years  do  not  count  for  much  in 
the  great  world's  history,  but  such  a  space  of  time  is 
quite  sufficient  to  test  the  elements  of  stability  of  any 
human  institution,  and  to  show  that  which  is  ephem- 
eral in  contrast  with  that  which  is  abiding.  A  hun- 
dred years  furnish  ample  opportunity  for  the  making 
of  a  record,  attractive  or  otherwise,  on  the  part  of 
organizations  which  endure  so  long.    Fortunate,  in- 
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deed,  is  this  Grand  Lodge  that,  while  it  comes  to  the 
keeping  of  this  anniversary,  having  a  present  strength* 
of  numbers  and  resources  greater  than  at  any  former 
period,  it  is  yet  able,  in  the  backward  glance  which 
this  occasion  prompts,  to  look  upon  the  abundant 
tokens  of  progress  and  prosperity,  of  sweet  fellow- 
ship and  fraternal  service,  that  mark  an  ascending 
way  from  the  first  even  until  now. 

Freemasonry  originated  in  the  ancient  days.  In 
its  modern  expression  we  find  an  abundant  evidence 
of  its  likeness  to  human  associations  belonging  to  a 
remote  period  in  the  past— to  the  mysteries  of  the 
Egyptian  Osiris  and  the  Rites  of  Eleusis,  as  well  as 
the  Guilds  of  mediaeval  times.  Its  symbols  and  cere- 
monies point  to  eternal  truths.  They  are  impressive 
in  more  than  an  ordinary  degree  because  they  have 
the  stamp  of  antiquity.  It  is  not  my  purpose,  how- 
ever, in  this  discourse  to  enter  into  any  discussion  of 
the  interesting  questions  which  relate  to  pre-historic 
Freemasonry,  or  attempt  to  trace  the  evolution  of 
this  modern  system  from  lessons  taught  and  cere- 
monies practiced  in  the  temples  of  Egypt  or  in  the 
great  Temple  at  Jerusalem.  It  is  sufficient  to  assume 
that  there  is  such  a  line  of  connection,  and  that  con- 
sequently the  Masonic  Fraternity  has  a  prestige  and 
commands  an  influence  which  otherwise  would  not 
attach  to  the  organization. 

The  history  of  Freemasonry  in  this  jurisdiction 
properly  begins  with  the  formation  of  St.  John's 
Lodge  of  Newport,  December  27,  1749,  a  warrant 
for  that  Lodge  having  been  issued  by  Thomas  Ox- 
nard,  Provincial  Grand  Master  at  Boston.  For  some 
reason  or  other,  the  document  authorizing  the  organ- 
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ization  of  this  first  Lodge  in  Newport — the  dispensa- 
tion granted  in  1749 — was  withheld  from  the  Lodge 
by  the  act  of  its  Worshipful  Master,  thus  causing  an 
exceedingly  unpleasant  condition  of  affairs,  which  was 
relieved,  however,  by  the  issue  of  a  second  warrant 
from  the  same  authority,  bearing  date  May  14,  1753. 
A  little  later  another  complication  arose,  there  seem- 
ing to  have  been  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
governing  body  to  restrict  the  new  Lodge  to  the  con- 
ferring of  two*  degrees,  whereas  the  Newport  breth- 
ren, with  their  accustomed  progressive  and  large 
spirit,  acting  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  powers 
granted,  had  been  conferring  also  the  third  or  Mas- 
ter's degree.  After  explanation,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts,  by  the  hand  of  Jeremy  Gridley,  then 
Provincial  Grand  Master,  issued  a  supplementary 
warrant,  dated  March  20,  1750,  expressly  authoriz- 
ing the  conferring  of  the  Masters  degree  by  St. 
John's  Lodge  of  Newport,  and  confirming  what  they 
had  already  done  in  that  respect. 

About  two  years  before  the  granting  of  this  con- 
firmatorv  charter  a  Lodsre  had  been  organized  in 
Providence,  also  taking  the  name  of  St.  John's,  the 
warrant,  dated  January  IS,  1757,  being  given  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  of  which  body  Jer- 
emy Gridley  was  the  head.  It  is  very  pleasant  in 
this  connection  to  note  the  fact  that  the  two  oldest 
Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  were  created  by  the  same 
authority,  and  that  each  is  in  possession  of  a  charter 
Signed  by  that  eminent  patriot  and  Mason,  Jeremy 
Gridley.  It  is  likewise  pleasant  to  reflect  upon  the 
fact  that  these  lodges  took  the  same  name,  the  one 
in  special  recognition  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  the 
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other  of  St.  John  the  Baptist.  So  it  was  provided 
in  the  charter  granted  to  the  brethren  at  Newport 
that  they  should  annually  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept, 
the  Feast  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  while,  in  sim- 
ilar terms,  the  brethren  at  Providence  were  enjoined 
to  observe  the  Feast  of  St.  John  the  Baptist.  Evi- 
dently there  was  something  of  high  and  holy  purpose 
as  well  as  Christian  sentiment,  signified  by  the  name 
chosen  and  the  observance  commended. 

There  is  no  question  of  the  priority  of  St.  John's 
Lodge  in  Newport.  *  It  is  the  oldest  Lodge  in  Rhode 
Island  and  ranks  accordingly,  and  should  so  have 
precedence.  But  St.  John's  of  Providence,  formerly 
designated  as  No.  2,  is  now  privileged  to  use  the 
premier  number,  action  allowing  such  numerical  des- 
ignation having  been  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
1861.  Both  of  the  St.  John's  Lodges  have  the  pres- 
tige of  age  and  honorable  distinction ;  both  have  lived 
long,  wrought  faithfully,  and  now  show  the  results  of 
their  influence  in  the  communities  where  they  are  • 
established.  It  may  be  remembered,  however,  that 
both  Lodges  were  inactive  for  a  considerable  period 
in  their  earlier  history,  the  Lodge  at  Providence  re- 
maining dormant  from  1769  to  1778,  when  it  was 
revived  by  a  warrant  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts;  the  Lodge  at  Newport  likewise  falling 
into  desuetude  during  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
and  continuing  in  that  condition  until  about  the  time 
of  the  formation  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

In  explanation  of  the  temporary  declension  of 
the  first  Lodge  at  Newport,  or,  rather,  to  bring  in 
another  element  to  make  the  situation  a  little  clearer, 
it  may  be  observed  that  King  David's  Lodge  was 
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organized  in  that  city  in  the  year  1780,  constituted 
under  the  immediate  authority  of  Moses  M.  Hays, 
Inspector  General,  claiming  large  powers  under  a 
general  warrant  of  Masonry  emanating  from  George 
Harrison,  Esq.,  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  New 
York,  who  for  a  time  resided  in  Newport.  The 
Masonic  regularity  of  the  proceedings  was  never 
very  much  questioned;  and  the  Lodge  was  organized 
June  7,  1780,  and  lived  and  flourished  for  ten  years. 
Moses  M.  Hays,  elected  its  first  Master,  was  after- 
wards Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Associated  with  him  in  the  establishing 
and  work  of  King  David's  Lodge  were  several  men 
whose  names  are  frequently  met  with  in  reviewing 
the  early  records  of  this  Grand  Body. 

In  1790  American  craftsmen  were  a  good  deal 
exercised  in  regard  to  a  proposition  for  the  forma 
tion  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge — a  National  Grand 
Lodge — and  it  was  while  a  consultation  was  being 
held  respecting  this  question  by  the  representatives 
of  King  David's  Lodge  and  the  Master  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  Providence,  that  this  other  question  —  the 
formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge  in  our  State — received 
consideration ;  and  at  this  juncture,  with  the  prelim- 
inaries for  the  establishment  of  a  Grand  Lodge  well 
under  way,  King  David's  Lodge  decided  that  it  was 
best  to  merge  its  existence  in  the  revived  First  Lodge 
of  Newport.  This  course  was  decided  upon  October 
13,  1790,  and  the  following  vote  was  entered  upon 
the  Record  Book  :  "  Voted  that  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter and  others  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  the 
members  of  the  first  Lodge  in  Newport  and  request 
them  to  revive  their  Lodge  immediately,  and  this 
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Lodge  will  then  cease  its  existence  and  become 
members  thereof.1'  The  committee  acted  promptly, 
and  so  did  the  members  of  the  first  Lodge — St. 
John's;  so  that,  upon  November  17th,  an  entry  ap- 
peared upon  the  Lodge  records  which  showed  their 
willingness  to  absorb  the  larger  and  more  flourishing 
body  and  to  sanction  their  previous  action.  There- 
fore, upon  the  acceptance  of  this  offer,  King  David's 
Lodge  became  extinct,  and  its  members  united  with 
the  members  of  the  first  St.  John's  Lodge  of  New- 
port, thus  giving  the  priority  which  was  justly  claimed 
for  that  Lodge  in  the  formation  of  this  Grand  Body. 

The  plan  for  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge  hav- 
ing the  approbation  of  the  committees  of  the  respec- 
tive Lodges,  St.  John's  of  Newport  and  St.  John's  of 
Providence,  received  the  sanction  of  the  two  bodies ; 
of  the  former,  March  14,  1791,  and  of  the  latter 
April  6,  1791.  It  may  well  be  mentioned  in  this 
connection  that  the  plan  under  which  this  Grand 
Body  was  organized  included  some  unique  features. 
It  really  established  an  alliance  or  a  partnership  be- 
tween the  two  Lodges  that  formed  its  constituency, 
special  care  being  taken  to  arrange  for  an  equal 
division  of  the  offices  and  honors  by  allotment  to  the 
respective  subordinates  themselves.  By  the  agree- 
ment, in  expressed  terms,  St.  John's  Lodge  of  New- 
port was  to  have  the  selection  of  the  first  Grand 
Master,  while  the  Deputy  was  to  be  chosen  by  the 
Lodge  in  Providence;  and  afterwards  these  officers 
were  to  be  selected  alternately  from  the  two  Lodges. 
Each  of  the  Lodges  was  also  to  select  its  own  pro- 
portion of  the  remaining  officers. 

Acting  upon  the  plan  agreed  upon,  the  brethren 
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who  had  been  elected  by  the  respective  Lodges  as 
Grand  Officers,  with  other  members  of  the  Grand 
Body,  met  at  the  State  House  in  Newport  June  27, 
1791 — so  that,  strictly  speaking,  we  are  three  days 
distant  from  the  date  that  marks  the  formation  of 
this  Grand  Lodge — where  brief  services  in  comple- 
tion of  the  organization  took  place,  Moses  Seixas, 
Master  of  St.  Johns  Lodge  of  Newport,  installing 
the  Grand  Officers. 

It  was  not  a  numerous  body  that  convened  at  that 
first  Grand  Lodge  meeting  one  hundred  years  ago. 
There  were  but  eighteen  members  present,  although 
probably,  besides  these,  there  were  in  attendance  a 
considerable  number  of  interested  brethren  as  visitors 
and  guests.  The  entire  constituency  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  numbered,  according  to  what  seems  to  be  the 
best  authority, -35,  distributed  almost  equally  between 
the  two  Lodges,  the  membership  of  St.  John's  Lodge 
of  Newport  being  113,  and  that  of  St.  John's  Lodge 
of  Providence  122. 

The  eighteen  brethren  constituting  the  member- 
ship of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  formation  were  men 
of  character  and  intelligence,  held  in  deserved  respect 
by  their  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens.  Several  of 
them  were  prominent  in  public  affairs.  Christopher 
Champlin,  elected  first  Grand  Master,  was  one  of  the 
foremost  business  men  in  Newport,  and  for  sixteen 
years  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Legislature. 
He  was  President  of  the  Bank  of  Rhode  Island  from 
the  date  of  its  establishment  in  1795  until  the  time 
of  his  death.  April  25,  1805.  Jabez  Bowen  of  Prov- 
idence. Deputy  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  who  suc- 
ceeded Champlin  as  Grand  Master  in  1 7 1 » 4 ,  was  an 
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eminent  scholar  and  statesman,  and  was  often  called 
to  fill  important  public  offices.  Moses  Seixas,  a 
prominent  merchant  in  Newport,  and  also  Cashier 
of  the  Bank  of  Rhode  Island  from  its  establishment 
in  1795  until  his  death  on  November  29,  1809,  was 
actively  identified  with  the  formation  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  was  its  fourth  Grand  Master,  serving  in 
that  office  from  1802  until  1809.  He  was  a  worthy 
representative  of  the  early  craftsmen  of  Newport,  as 
is  shown  by  his  having  been  selected  by  King  David's 
Lodge,  of  which  body  he  was  then  the  head,  to  pre- 
sent an  address  to  President  Washington  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  visit  to  that  city,  which  occurred  August 
17,  1790.  Numbered  in  that  original  band  of  less 
than  a  score  of  souls  were  other  strong  men  and 
devoted  craftsmen,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned 
Peleg  Clark,  Grand  Master  in  1796,  David  Tilling- 
hast,  George  Dean,  George  Gibbs,  Benjamin  Bowen, 
John  Carlile  and  Robert  N.  Auchmuty.  The  last 
named  brother,  although  a  devoted  craftsman,  born 
in  New  York  and  educated  at  Columbia  College,  did 
not  favor  the  idea  of  American  Independence,  and 
had  rendered  service  in  the  British  Army  during  the 
Revolution. 

The  Grand  Lodge,  thus  constituted  of  varied  ma- 
terial, exemplified  at  the  very  outset  the  fundamental 
character  and  purposes  of  the  Masonic  Institution  ; 
for  the  records  declare,  on  the  second  page  of  the 
original  minutes,  that,  when  the  organization  had 
been  completed  and  the  officers  installed,  the  breth- 
ren marched  in  procession  to  Trinity  Church,  where 
an  "  excellent  discourse  was  delivered  by  Rev.  William 
Smith,  Rector  thereof,  and  a  collection  taken  up 
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amounting  to  eleven  pounds,  nine  shillings,  four 
pence  in  lawful  money."  The  newly  formed  Grand 
Lodge  ordered  that  this  sum  should  be  invested  in 
wood  and  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  city  of  New- 
port. By  attendance  upon  services  in  a  Christian 
church,  and  by  the  offering  for  charity  which  they 
there  made,  they  plainly  signified  that  respect  for 
religion  and  that  broad,  deep  purpose  of  benevolence 
which  have  always  been  characteristic  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity. 

During  the  first  few  years  of  its  history  this  Grand 
Lodge  held  its  communications  annually,  on  or  near 
the  anniversary  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  meeting  in 
alternate  years  at  the  State  House  in  Newport  and 
at  the  State  House  in  Providence.  Usually  the  busi- 
ness occupied  but  a  little  time,  for,  under  the  plan 
adopted,  the  election  of  officers  was  practically  de- 
cided in  advance  by  the  Lodges  themselves ;  ample 
opportunity  was  therefore  given  for  public  religious 
exercises,  and  an  excellent  banquet  usually  made  an 
important  feature  of  the  gatherings  in  the  olden  time. 
The  Rev.  William  Smith  of  Newport  and  the  Rev 
Abraham  L.  Clark  of  Providence  acted  as  Grand 
Chaplains  very  early  in  its  history,  being  thus  offi- 
cially designated  in  the  records  of  1706.  Each  of 
these  clerical  brethren,  as  tokens  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
favor,  received  a  pair  of  silver  tankards,  the  expense 
being  shared  by  the  Lodges  in  Newport  and  Prov- 
idence. 

During  the  first  decade  of  its  history,  four  subor- 
dinate Lodges  were  organized  allegiant  to  this  Grand 
Lodge,  namely,  Washington  Lodge  No.  o  of  Warren, 
17%;   Mount  Vernon  No.  4  of  Providence,  1709; 
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Washington  No.  5  of  South  Kingstown,  1799;  and 
St.  Alban's  No.  6  of  Bristol,  1800. 

In  further  evidence  of  the  prosperity  apparent  at 
that  time,  reference  may  be  made  to  the  seventh 
annual  meeting  of  this  Grand  Body  June  24,  1798, 
which  was  held  at  Providence  in  the  new  Masonic 
Hall  occupying  the  third  story  of  the  Market  Build- 
ing, which  is  still  standing,  this  upper  story  having 
been  added  to  the  building  by  St.  John  s  Lodge  of 
Providence,  and  the  apartments  dedicated  under 
Grand  Lodge  auspices  on  the  preceding  St.  John 
the  Evangelist's  day,  December  27,  1797. 

The  next  ten  years  gave  gratifying  evidence  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  Craft,  under  the  wise  supervision  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  jurisdiction.  Seven  addi- 
tional Lodges  were  chartered.  But  although  there 
were  thirteen  Lodges  in  Rhode  Island  at  the  end  of 
twenty  years  from  the  date  of  formation  of  Grand 
Lodge,  the  total  membership  was  only  about  800, 
showing  that  the  numerical  increase  had  not  kept 
pace  with  the  establishment  of  new  subordinate 
bodies. 

The  quality  of  the  membership,  both  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  in  the  local  organizations,  was  probably 
never  better  or  more  reliable  than  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  hundred  years  that  passes  before  our 
review  to-day.  The  active  workers  in  all  the  Lodges 
were  men  of  character  and  intelligence,  to  whom  Free- 
masonry meant  vastly  more  than  it  did  to  some  of 
their  successors.  The  leaders  in  those  earlier  days, 
the  brethren  most  prominent  in  the  Grand  Lodge, 
seemed  to  have,  as  I  read  the  story  of  their  faithful  and 
wise  labors,  a  genius  for  instruction  and  an  excep- 
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tional  capability  for  administration  and  for  leadership. 
They  were  "  bright  Masons  "  in  the  technical  sense, 
and  they  found  sweet  satisfaction  in  serving  the  in- 
terests of  the  Craft.  Besides  the  men  whose  names  I 
have  already  mentioned,  there  were  two  other  breth- 
ren especially  active  in  that  period,  Amos  M.  Atwell 
and  William  Wilkinson,  who  deserve  grateful  remem- 
brance in  the  hearts  of  all  Rhode  Island  Masons,  both 
for  what  they  represented  of  excellent  character  and 
of  Masonic  zeal  and  ability. 

And  there  is  one  other  zealous  worker  among 
Rhode  Island  Masons  of  that  time,  whose  name 
stands  out  in  stronger  light  before  our  eyes  than 
all  the  others — the  name  of  Thomas  Smith  Webb, 
known  and  honored  throughout  the  Masonic  world. 
Webb  was  a  young  man  when  he  came  to  Prov- 
idence, about  the  beginning  of  the  present  century, 
and  almost  at  once  his  directing  influence  was  felt 
in  Masonic  affairs,  not  in  one  department  alone  but 
in  all  branches  of  legitimate  Freemasonry.  He  was 
a  man  of  ideas  and  of  strong  will,  quite  ready  to  take 
the  responsibility  on  himself  of  re-organizing  and  im- 
proving, whenever  the  exigency  seemed  to  him  to 
require  such  modification  and  re-organization,  in 
order  to  increase  the  attractiveness  of  the  Masonic 
ceremonies.  He  was  an  enthusiast  in  his  endeavors 
to  arrange  and  adopt  Masonic  symbols  and  teach- 
ings; and  the  results  which  he  produced  have  come 
down  to  us  in  what  is  known  as  the  "  Webb  Work," 
so  generally  used  and  praised  in  this  country;  and 
including  the  lectures  which  he  formulated. 

Webb  took  membership  in  St.  John's  Lodge  of 
Providence,  and,  though  never  holding  the  office  of 
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Master  in  that  Lodge,  was  most  active  and  prominent 
in  working  for  its  interests,  and  frequently  repre- 
sented the  Lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge.  His  first 
appearance  in  this  Grand  Body  was  in  1801,  when  he 
served  as  Grand  Secretary,  pro  tern,  at  the  very  hour 
of  his  introduction.  At  the  next  session,  in  1802,  he 
was  elected  Grand  Junior  Warden.  In  1803  he  was 
elected  Grand  Senior  Warden,  holding  the  latter 
office  for  two  vears  and  declining  a  re-election  in 
1805.  Under  the  Constitution  of  1802,  the  offices  of 
Grand  Master  and  Deputy  were  limited  to  Past  Mas- 
ters of  Rhode  Island  Lodges;  hence  Webb  was  not 
eligible  to  further  advancement.  In  1808  the  Consti- 
tution was  revised,  and  any  brother  belonging  to  a 
Rhode  Island  Lodge  who  had  sustained  the  office  of 
Master  in  some  regularly  constituted  Lodge,  became 
eligible  to  the  highest  offices.  Thus  the  door  was 
opened  for  Webb,  who  had  been  Master  of  Temple 
Lodge  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  he  was  elected  Deputy 
Grand  Master  in  1810,  and  re-elected  in  1812.  The 
year  following  he  was  elected  Grand  Master,  holding 
that  office  in  1813  and  1814,  declining  a  re-election 
in  1815.  On  the  occasion  of  his  retirement,  this 
Grand  Lodge  by  resolution  expressed  its  thanks  to 
him  for  the  grand  and  signal  service  he  had  rendered 
to  Freemasonry  in  general,  and  particularly  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island.  Past  Grand  Master  Webb 
died  suddenly  at  Cleveland,  O.,  in  July,  1819.  His 
remains,  by  the  action  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  were 
brought  to  Providence,  and  now  rest  in  the  North 
Burial  Ground,  where  a  monument,  erected  by  the 
Rhode  Island  Craftsmen,  testifies  to  his  noble  char- 
acter and  his  Masonic  usefulness. 
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Notwithstanding  the  general  harmony  which  pre- 
vailed, some  unpleasant  events  and  occasions  are 
noted  in  the  records  of  that  early  period.  I  shall  not 
undertake  at  the  present  time  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tions that  entered  into  one  controversy  to  which  I 
especially  refer — an  attempt  to  establish  a  clandestine 
Lodge  in  Newport,  in  1818,  by  a  number  of  Masons 
expelled  from  St.  Johns  Lodge,  No.  1,  who  after 
their  expulsion  published  a  document  in  which  they 
declared  themselves  independent  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island.  These  brethren,  affirming  them- 
selves to  have  been  unjustly  treated,  both  by  St. 
John's  Lodge  and  this  Grand  Lodge,  undertook  to 
hold  meetings,  transact  business,  and  make  Masons, 
thus  setting  at  defiance  the  authority  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  and  the  well  approved  principles  of  Masonic 
government.  Illegally  and  by  force  they  obtained 
possession  of  the  charter,  jewels,  records,  etc.,  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  and  thus  were  able  for  a  time  to  show 
some  of  the  outward  evidences  of  a  lawful  existence 
and  to  exercise  a  very  disturbing  influence  among 
Craftsmen.  The  controversy  was  carried  into  the 
courts,  and  finally  decided  in  such  a  way  as  to  justify 
the  course  of  St.  Johns  Lodge,  of  Newport,  and  this 
Grand  Lodge,  in  their  dealings  with  the  recalcitrant 
brethren. 

Occasionally  a  little  friction  occurred  in  the  move- 
ments of  the  Craft;  sometimes  there  were  differences 
of  opinion  regarding  men  and  measures,  but  general 
prosperity  continued  until  1821),  when  a  bitter  and 
strong  feeling  against  Freemasonry,  originating  in 
the  alleged  abduction  and  murder  of  William  Mor- 
gan, for  having  betrayed,  as  it  was  said,  Masonic 
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secrets,  took  possession  of  many  minds — a  feeling 
which,  being  encouraged  by  artful  politicians,  soon 
assumed  the  form  of  a  violent  crusade  against  the 
institution.  Political  Anti-Masonry  raged  fiercely  in 
this  State ;  I  am  inclined  to  think  as  fiercely  as  in  any 
part  of  the  country;  and  the  General  Assembly  of 
our  State,  as  you  know,  brethren,  through  a  committee, 
in  1832  recommended  the  dissolving  of  all  Masonic 
Lodges  and  the  discontinuance  of  the  Masonic  Insti- 
tution. In  reply  to  this  request  the  Grand  Lodge, 
on  August  27,  1832,  passed  the  following  brief  reso- 
lutions : 

"  Resolved?  That  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  no  good  can  re- 
sult, either  to  the  public  or  to  Masons,  by  adopting  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  General  Assembly — that  in  our  view  the 
clamorous  leaders  of  Anti-Masonry  care  not  whether  we  meet 
in  Lodges  or  Chapters.  It  is  not  the  Institution  of  Masonry 
they  contend  against;  that  is  merely  a  pretense.  Political 
power  is  their  object. 

u  Resolved,  that  we  regret  the  present  state,  but  are  of  the 
opinion  that  our  duty  is  plain,  which  is  that  we  manifest  a  deter- 
mination to  adhere  to  our  Institution  through  evil  as  well  as 
through  good  report."' 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, notwithstanding  it  surrendered  its  civil 
charter,  continued  to  hold  its  meetings  regularly  and 
to  maintain  the  faith  and  the  principles  of  our  ancient 
Fraternity.  The  Anti-Masonic  crusade  lasted  for 
several  years,  subjecting  this  Grand  Lodge  and  its 
subordinates  and  faithful  Masons,  to  a  very  trying 
ordeal,  out  of  which,  however,  they  emerged  with 
honor  to  themselves.  Nearly  all  the  Lodges  in  the 
jurisdiction  continued  to  hold  their  meetings,  more 
or  less  frequently,  through  the  dark  and  trying  period 
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of  Anti-Masonry,  although  they  did  no  work.  The 
Grand  Lodge  held  its  annual  communications  regu- 
larly, and  kept  the  movements  and  interests  of  the 
Fraternity  steadily  in  view.  While  there  were  timid 
and  weak-hearted  Craftsmen  who  practically  left  the 
Fraternity  during  this  period  of  testing,  only  twelve 
are  noted  as  having  been  open  apostates  to  Freema- 
sonry in  this  State,  of  which,  however,  I  am  sorry  to 
confess,  several  were  clergymen. 

The  effects  of  the  Anti-Masonic  crusade  outlasted 
the  period  of  open,  pronounced  opposition.  A  revival 
of  interest  began  in  this  State  as  early  as  1847,  but  it 
was  found  difficult  to  re-establish  the  former  condi- 
tions of  prosperity,  and  not  until  about  the  time  of 
the  very  successful  Centennial  celebration  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  of  Providence,  on  June  24,  1857,  did 
the  revival  show  its  impetus  of  power  and  new  life. 
The  celebration  referred  to  bore  excellent  fruit,  in- 
creasing the  confidence  of  brethren  and  stimulating 
the  formation  of  several  new  Lodges.  Bishop  Ran- 
dalls  address  on  that  occasion  was  a  magnificent 
effort,  and  well  adapted  to  eliminate  prejudices  from 
the  minds  of  the  public  who  heard  him  on  that 
day,  or  who  read  his  printed  words,  and  to  inspire  re- 
newed courage  in  the  minds  of  many  middle-aged  and 
venerable  Craftsmen. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  took  part  in  that 
celebration;  Oliver  Johnson,  Grand  Master  in  the  years 
1855  and  1856,  specially  represented  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  that  auspicious  celebration.  He  sits  with  us  here 
in  Grand  Lodge  to-day ;  his  Masonic  career  covers  a 
period  of  seventy  years;  he  came  into  this  Grand  Body 
in  1829  and  took  office  in  it  very  soon  after;  and  he 
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has  continued  to  be  faithful  to  his  convictions  and 
faithful  to  Freemasonry  during  all  these  years. 

The  last  thirty  or  more  years  covered  by  the  back- 
ward look  which  it  is  so  natural  for  us  to  take  to-day, 
presents  an  almost  uninterrupted  course  of  advance- 
ment for  our  cherished  Institution.  Within  the  time 
covered  by  this  last  period  of  review  there  have  come 
large  accessions  of  numerical  and  material  strength, 
better  facilities  for  the  rendering  of  Masonic  work, 
and  important  aids  in  the  way  of  making  the  lessons 
of  Freemasonry  more  impressive.  By  Masonic  peri- 
odicals, by  the  printing  of  the  Proceedings  of  Grand 
Lodge,  and  by  other  helps,  the  way  has  been  opened 
for  the  dissemination  of  much  information  respecting 
the  doings  and  objects  of  Freemasonry,  with  results 
that  justify  the  congratulations  which  Masons  may 
well  indulge  in  on  this  Centennial  occasion. 

There  have  been  many  workers  along:  a  bright  and 
advancing  path;  many  contributors  to  the  results  that 
make  our  hearts  glad  in  the  retrospect.  Among  the 
young  men  who  came  into  the  Fraternity  in  this  State 
soon  after  the  period  last  referred  to,  were  some  who, 
by  their  enthusiasm  for  Freemasonry  and  their  intel- 
ligent devotion  to  its  interests,  will  take  rank  with 
the  fathers — whose  record  in  the  history  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  and  of  Freemasonry  in  Rhode  Island,  is  alike 
honorable  and  abiding. 

Of  the  living  Elishas — brethren  who  took  upon 
themselves  the  mantles  of  the  departed  Elijahs — I 
may  not  speak.  May  they  long  be  with  us  in  our 
fellowship  and  our  work,  to  impart  of  their  strength 
and  skill  and  wisdom  for  the  instruction  of  their 
brethren,  and  for  the  carrying  forward  of  those  whole- 


Digitized  by  Google 


604 


C E N T  E  N  N I A  L  C  V.  LE  B  R  AT  ION. 


some  enterprises  which  will  augment  the  usefulness 
and  glory  of  our  cherished  organization.  But  there 
is  one  name  inscribed  on  the  list  of  modern  leaders, 
which  represents  so  much  of  conspicuous  ability  and 
fidelity  that  it  should  at  least  be  specially  named  on 
this  occasion.  It  is  the  name  of  Thomas  Arthur 
Doyle,  native  of  Providence,  identified  in  most  impor- 
tant and  useful  movements  with  the  public  interests, 
called  to  serve  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  city  of 
his  birth  for  eighteen  years,  possessed  of  all  the  enthu- 
siasm of  Thomas  Smith  Webb  for  Freemasonry,  and, 
like  Webb,  endowed  with  a  wonderfully  attractive 
personality  which  lent  a  charm  to  his  words  and  made 
his  influence  all  the  more  far-reaching  and  important. 
He  entered  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1850,  served  as 
Grand  Secretary  nearly  four  years,  was  elected  Grand 
Master  in  1865,  and  continued  in  that  office  until 
1872.  His  administration  of  Masonic  affairs  was 
marked  by  the  characteristic  expression  of  his  strong 
personality;  it  was  conducive  to  the  advancement  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  Fraternity  allegiant  to  it, 
in  those  things  that  belong  to  the  permanent  prosper- 
ity and  glory  of  the  Masonic  Institution.  He  was  an 
honor  to  the  Craft  while  living;  his  memory  is  very 
precious  to  those  of  us  who  walked  and  wrought  with 
him  for  years,  and  will  long  remain  a  sweet  and  abid- 
ing influence  to  animate  the  hearts  of  Rhode  Island 
Masons.  Here  a  monument  is  builded  for  thee,  O 
faithful  and  zealous  brother,  which  will  long  endure. 

"  Here  the  reward  stands  fur  thee — a  chief  seat 
In  fame's  fair  sanctuary,  where  some  of  old 
Crown'd  with  their  triumphs,  now  arc  here  enrolled 
In  memory's  sacred  sweetness  to  all  a^es." 
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Persons  and  events  are  brought  together  in  a  re- 
view of  the  past.  Thus  in  our  backward  look  to-day 
we  note  many  notable  occasions  in  which  this  Grand 
Lodge  has  participated,  and  seem  to  see  the  actors 
who  were  prominent  at  such  times,  and  others  who 
gathered  with  them  in  meetings  for  Masonic  work 
and  fellowship, — Craftsmen  less  active  and  influential, 
perhaps,  but  with  hearts  pervaded  by  equal  affection 
for  Freemasonry — our  brethren  all,  who  .walked  to- 
gether in  sweet  communion  and  wrought  effectively 
for  the  establishment  and  prosperity  of  the  Fraternity 
as  here  represented. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  has  been  con- 
vened four  hundred  and  fifty-four  times  during  the 
hundred  years  of  its  existence.  Many  of  these  com- 
munications have  been  held  for  the  laying  of  the  cor- 
ner-stones of  public  buildings  or  the  rendering  of 
some  service  of  general  interest.  Thus  it  has  dis- 
charged  its  varied  and  important  functions  during 
the  hundred  years  now  ending.  The  record  which  it 
has  made  comprises  a  service  rendered  and  results 
accomplished  which  are  vastly  more  than  facts  and 
figures  in  their  significance  to  the  thoughtful  reviewer. 
There  has  been  a  benign  influence  exerted,  a  ministry 
of  grace  and  fraternal  feeling  dispersed,  a  practical 
helpfulness  exerted,  which  offer  a  profounder  cause 
for  our  anniversary  observance  to-day,  and  for  the 
glad  congratulations  of  this  occasion,  than  do  all  the 
outward  signs  that  may  be  set  forth  as  reminders  of 
the  growth,  strength,  and  present  prosperity  of  Free- 
masonry under  this  Grand  Lodge  rule  and  within  its 
jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  taken  as  the 
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exponent  of  Freemasonry  in  this  jurisdiction,  has 
always  stood  for  the  fundamental  equities  which  exist 
between  man  and  man  and  demand  recognition  as 
the  law  of  social  being.  It  has  by  admonitions  to  its 
members  in  private,  and  by  its  public  acts,  given  token 
of  that  respect  for  magistrates  and  civil  rulers  which 
Masons  are  taught  to  observe.  It  has  thrown  its  in- 
fluence on  the  side  of  law,  order,  and  good  govern- 
ment, and  has  diligently  sought  to  promote  the  objects 
and  ends  of  a  worthy  citizenship.  It  has  represented 
a  Fraternity — something  more  than  a  name, — wherein 
has  been  emphasized  the  sacred  duty  of  rendering 
mutual  help  and  protection,  as  between  brother  and 
brother  of  the  mystic  tie,  and  likewise  that  other  and 
more  far-reaching  obligation  which  rests  upon  the 
proposition  that  all  mankind  are  brethren, — that  man 
was  made  for  man,  and  hence  each  should  give  unto 
his  brother,  pity,  aid,  and  consolation,  and  thus  fulfil 
the  royal  law  of  love. 

It  has  been  avowedly  and  practically  on  the  side  of 
intelligence  and  sound  learning,  urging  its  members 
to  intellectual  pursuits  and  acquisitions.  It  has  sought 
out  the  most  accomplished  and  the  most  zealous  of  its 
members  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Craft  and  to 
instruct  brethren  in  Masonic  ideas  and  symbolism, 
and  in  their  application  to  character  and  daily  life. 
It  has  recognized  man's  moral  nature  and  needs,  and 
has  made  itself  a  help  and  not  a  hindrance  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  religious  life.  It  has  invariably 
brought  its  followers  to  respect  Almighty  God  and 
His  revealed  word,  and  to  walk  in  ways  of  righteous- 
ness, which  are  the  ways  of  peace.  Without  ever 
assuming  Freemasonry  to  be  religion  itself,  or  the 
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Masonic  organization  to  be  a  religious  association 
by  its  technical  and  formal  determination,  it  has  yet 
been  pervaded  with  the  restraining,  uplifting,  and 
directing  influences  of  pure  religion.  It  has  been 
essentially  and  practically  a  help  to  human  belief  in 
the  eternal  verities — in  God  and  immortality,  and  the 
law  of  moral  accountability  which  binds  all  souls. 

Freemasonry  as  a  system  is  permeated  by  the  ele- 
ments of  religion.  This  Grand  Lodge  from  the  out- 
set gave  recognition  to  the  fact.  It  was  organized 
under  religious  sanctions,  for  its  first  public  act  was 
that  of  worship  in  the  house  of  God.  Able  and  devout 
clergymen  were  included  in  its  early  membership, 
and  these  religious  teachers  by  their  presence  in  the 
Lodge  and  by  their  services  at  Masonic  altars,  exer- 
cised an  important  influence  upon  and  with  the  Craft. 
When  you  call  the  roll  of  Masonic  leaders  and  build- 
ers in  this  jurisdiction,  these  men  who  have  led  the 
Craft  in  their  devotions,  in  Grand  Lodge  and  else- 
where, deserve  to  be  mentioned.  In  the  list  of  Grand 
Chaplains  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  may 
be  found  the  names  of  William  Smith,  Abraham 
Clarke,  Alexander  V.  Griswold,  David  Pickering, 
George  W.  Taft,  Stephen  Gano,  David  Benedict, 
Geo.  W.  Chevers,  Charles  H.  Titus  and  others,  able 
and  devoted  Craftsmen,  representatives  of  different 
sects  and  creeds,  whose  influence  for  good  was  widely 
felt  in  the  communities  where  they  respectively  re- 
sided. In  the  nature  of  things  these  brethren  must 
have  exercised  a  corresponding  influence  in  the  Ma- 
sonic Fraternity.  Something  of  the  prestige  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  and  of  the  glory  which  attaches  to  the 
benign  ministries  it  has  fostered,  may  be  associated 
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with  these  faithful  religious  teachers  so  prominently 
identified  with  the  expression  of  Freemasonry  in  this 
State. 

By  various  helpful  agents  and  contributing  forces 
has  the  Masonic  Institution  in  this  jurisdiction  grown 
out  of  weakness  into  strength  and  attained  its  present 
position  of  prosperity.  It  has  had  wise  and  conserva- 
tive leaders,  while  its  constituency  generally  has  been 
composed  of  men  who  have  had  the  respect  of  their 
fellow  citizens.  In  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Masonic  Brotherhood  there  have  been  not  a 
few  earnest  Craftsmen,  some  of  them  well  versed  in 
Masonic  science,  who  have  been  active  and  prominent 
in  professional  or  business  life,  perhaps  in  public 
affairs,  but  who  have  not  been  widely  known  in  Ma- 
sonic circles  simply  from  the  fact  that  they  have 
uniformly  declined  official  preferment  and  preferred 
to  retain  the  private  station.  Members  of  this  stamp 
of  character  have  helped  to  make  Freemasonry  re- 
spectable and  respected  in  the  various  communities 
of  the  State ;  and  to  such  a  class,  standing  outside 
the  noble  leaders  and  worthy  office  bearers  of  the 
Craft,  some  portion  of  credit  is  due  for  the  progress 
made  and  results  achieved  by  our  cherished  Institu- 
tion. Freemasonry  recognizes  merit;  it  has  honors 
and  rewards  not  to  be  despised  by  its  skilful  workers 
and  faithful  disciples;  but  it  puts  its  members  on  a 
common  level  as  brethren,  and  has  respect  for  the 
humble  brother  in  a  weak  and  obscure  Lodge  not 
less  than  for  the  popular  Craftsman  belonging  to  a 
more  prominent  Lodge  who  advances  step  by  step  to 
exalted  official  positions.  Faithfulness  is  the  stamp 
and  test  in  every  grade.    The  Masonic  Institution 
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derives  its  strength  not  from  a  few  men  who  stand 
within  its  lines,  deservedly  honored,  but  from  the  rank 
and  file  of  an  intelligent  and  upright  membership. 
On  this  occasion,  in  this  presence,  it  is  well  that  we 
should  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  fact  that  not 
only  has  Rhode  Island  Freemasonry  been  favored 
with  wise  and  noble  leaders,  but  it  has  also  been  sup- 
ported by  a  worthy  constituency.  Thus,  under  the 
Divine  blessing,  it  has  advanced  its  lines,  increased 
its  resources  and  usefulness,  and  so  is  privileged  with 
much  joy  and  thanksgiving  to  observe  this  anni- 
versary. 

There  is  encouragement  and  incitement  in  a  review 
of  the  century  that  has  made  so  bright  a  record  for 
this  Grand  Lodge,  and  for  Freemasonry  in  Rhode 
Island  We  may  rejoice,  as  we  cross  the  line  of 
another  century,  that  under  such  favorable  auspices 
the  call  sounds  forth  to  go  forth  and  undertake  a 
noble  service  for  truth  and  humanity.  What  is  re- 
quired of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  of  the  Fraternity  it 
represents?  What  but  fidelity  to  ancient  principles 
— the  great  underlying  principles  of  honor,  truth  and 
right — and  manly  service  for  the  good  of  men  and 
the  glory  of  God  ? 

Go  forth,  then,  O  Institution  most  honored  and 
beloved,  to  fulfil  a  still  larger  measure  of  usefulness! 
Go  forth  with  a  just  confidence  to  meet  the  new  de- 
mands of  service  that  will  be  presented — the  increas- 
ing opportunities  for  the  blessed  ministries  which  so 
much  alleviate  human  distress  and  tend  to  brighten 
the  hearts  and  homes  of  earth !  Make  impressive  by 
the  observance  of  ancient  signs  and  ceremonies  the 
sacred  truths  given  to  thy  keeping ;  and  thus  make 
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thy  power  to  be  felt  most  deeply  in  the  hearts  of  all 
who  bow  before  thy  altars  and  repeat  thy  vows,  that 
there  may  come  upon  them  the  baptism  of  love — love 
for  the  Brotherhood  —  love  for  mankind — love  for 
God  the  Father  of  all  souls !  So  will  thy  mission  be 
glorious !  So  will  thy  words  and  thy  works  help  to 
usher  in  that  golden  day  of  universal  blessing : 

44  And  the  far  continents  be  joined  in  one 
By  solemn  sacrament,  whose  ritual 
Flashed  throughout  the  depths,  is  glory  to  God 
In  the  highest  !  Peace  on  earth  !  Good  will  to  men  !" 

PART  SONG  —  "  I.o,  the  day,"        ....        Abt.  ■ 
(Obligatoby  W.  \  D.  C.  H.  Tinkham.) 
Orphki  s  Lodge,  No.  36. 

Grand  Master :  Brethren,  I  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  of 
introducing  to  you  our  Reverend  Brother  Edwin  C.  Bolles, 
D.  P.,  of  New  York,  who  will  deliver  the  Centennial  Oration. 

CENTENNIAL  ORATION. 

By  Rkv.  Edwin  C.  Boklf.s,  P.  P. 

Most  Worshipful,  and  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  members  of  the  Craft : 

I  do  not  know  whether  any  one  will  praise  the 
wisdom  of  the  committee  which,  at  this  late  hour 
introduces  one  of  a  profession  sometimes  famous  for 
orthodoxy  but  never  for  brevity,  to  this  multitude  of 
hungering  and  thirsting  Craftsmen.  (Laughter.)  I 
presume  that  the  thirstiest  of  the  Craft  have  already 
departed.  I  will  try  to  confine  myself  within  reason- 
able limits,  and,  if  I  do  not,  I  will  allow  you,  as  the 
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first  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  was  named  after  St. 
John,  to  celebrate  my  visit  by  naming  the  next  Lodge 
that  shall  be  formed,  after  the  patriarch  Job.  I  think, 
however,  that  I  may  safely  say  that  ambulances  may 
be  ordered  before  2  o'clock. 

The  man  who  wears  the  bronze  disk  of  the  Grand 
Army,  or  the  brightly  colored  button  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor,  is  certainly  unworthy  of  that  distinction  if 
he  has  not  preserved  through  these  piping  times  of 
peace  the  patriotism  by  whose  impulse  and  fervor  he 
exposed  himself  so  long  ago  to  death  at  his  country's 
call.  Since  he  fought  in  the  ranks,  the  musket  and 
the  sword  have  been  beaten  into  the  implements  of 
peace ;  the  old  lines  of  earthworks  have  gone  down 
in  pillows  of  daisies  and  corn  upon  the  farmer's  land. 
But  unless  he  has  cherished  with  an  ever  increasing 
fervor  his  love  for  the  land  that  bore  him,  he  is  not 
the  hero,  he  is  not  the  American,  that  our  traditions 
and  our  gratitude  have  admitted  that  he  was.  In  the 
same  way,  withdrawn  as  I  feel  myself  by  the  multi- 
plied and  crowded  duties  of  an  unresting  profession, 
withdrawn  as  I  am  from  the  forms  of  practical  Ma- 
sonry, I  should  not  be  worthy  to  meet  you  here  in 
festival  to-day  if  I  did  not  retain  within  my  heart  a 
grateful  and  loving  sense  of  that  great  brotherhood 
to  whom  I  have  owed  in  my  short  life  so  much.  I 
should  be  unworthy  to  plead  for  it  if  the  old  fire  were 
not  burning  upon  the  altar  of  my  years ;  if  the  old 
pledge  were  not  holding  me  to  an  ever  renewed  loy- 
alty for  the  right  and  for  the  truth ;  if  the  sight  of 
these  symbols  did  not  kindle  in  me  the  same  emo- 
tions of  pride  and  love  as  when  I  first  learned  their  * 
names  and  their  significance  in  our  noble  Craft.  I 
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am  here  to-day  simply  to  pay  a  grateful  tribute  to 
that  which  has  served  me  well,  which  has  kept  me 
from  evil,  has  made  a  peace  within  my  heart  and 
brotherhood  without  to  my  fellow-men  ;  to  acknowl- 
edge the  tie  which  death  only  can  dissolve,  and  of 
which  I  only  ask  that  I  may  be  found  worthy  of  its 
golden  links  until  the  last  hour  shall  sunder  them 
and  I  shall  find  my  soul  in  the  Lodge  of  the  hereafter. 

1  ask  you  then,  very  briefly,  this  afternoon,  to  con- 
sider something  of  the  significance,  and  some  of  the 
lessons  of  that  Institution,  the  history  of  one  branch 
of  whose  government  we  represent  on  this  Centen- 
nial day.  I  must,  of  course,  pass  over  much  ground 
that  is  familiar;  but  if  I  can  only  inspire  you  to  rec- 
ognize some  new  truth  in  that  which  you  have  be- 
lieved, some  new  beauty  in  that  which  you  have  hon- 
ored, some  new  dignity  in  that  which  is  most  familiar, 
the  office  of  my  speech  and  of  my  thought  will  be 
fulfilled.  For  he  is  not  the  greatest  man  who  can 
discover  a  new  world,  and,  out  of  some  distance  far 
across  the  sea  and  within  the  realm  of  mystery,  bring 
to  sight  a  shore  upon  which  no  man  had  ever  trodden 
before;  but  he  is  the  greatest  who  can  show  you  a 
new  world  in  the  living  present,  in  the  familiar  streets, 
in  the  daily  events,  in  the  ordinary  pleasures  and  in 
the  familiar  discipline  of  one's  common  life.  It  is  for 
this,  then,  that  I  plead,  believing  that  Masonry  needs 
but  to  look  into  itself  to  justify  the  praises  that  schol- 
arship, culture,  fashion  and  religion  may  bring  to  her 
shrine  to-day. 

I  shall  speak,  in  the  first  place,  of  the  symbols  of 
Masonry;  but  I  cannot  even  enter  upon  their  discus- 
sion without  remembering  something  of  the  antiquity 
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of  our  Craft.  Now  I  am  coming  to  believe  that  it  is 
the  oldest  thing  in  the  world.  To  be  sure,  there 
could  not  have  been  a  large  company  of  Masons  in 
the  Garden  of  Eden  ;  but  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
there  was  something  Masonic  there,  because  its  gates 
were  tiled  by  an  angel.  I  come  to  that  conclusion 
upon  the  side  of  sacred  revelation.  If  I  turn  to  the 
scientific  theories  concerning  the  history  of  the  world, 
I  find  that  they  are  digging  up  out  of  the  soil  of  past 
ages  a  great  many  implements  of  which  they  do  not 
know  the  use.  Now  the  wise  men  look  at  them,  and 
they  say  they  were  something  for  hunting,  or  some- 
thing for  fishing  or  somthing  for  domestic  use;  but 
none  can  tell  just  what.  Now  I  know  what  they 
were.  They  are  the  jewels,  wrought  out  in  stone,  of 
the  old  pre-historic  Lodges  of  Masons.  And  so  we 
go  back  on  that  side,  too.  And  I  am  watching  with 
interest  the  discovery  of  the  old  tombs  and  the  new 
mummies  of  Kgypt,  and  I  expect  that  when  some  new 
mummy  of  Rameses,  or  whatever  name  he  bore  when 
in  life,  shall  be  unrolled,  that  you  will  find  a  jewel,  per- 
haps not  the  same  which  graces  the  centre  of  our  stage 
to-day,  but  equivalent  to  it,  under  the  envelopes  on 
his  breast.  I  am  quite  sure  that  Masonry  is  the  old- 
est thing  in  the  world,  and  so  I  propose  to  speak  in 
praise  of  its  glory  and  its  official  functions  to-day. 

I  remind  you,  then,  that  Masonry  has  always  stood 
before  the  world  as  a  system  of  symbols,  and  that 
these  symbols  have  been  derived  from  the  oldest  and 
most  impressive  art  which  has  sprung  from  the  brain 
and  has  been  developed  by  the  mind  of  man.  For, 
as  the  work  of  creation  is  world-building,  orb  after 
orb  shaping  itself  in  the  sky,  and  constellations  and 
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suns  falling  into  their  appointed  place  in  the  great 
order  of  that  upper  world ;  as  the  growth  of  man  in 
history  is  the  building  up  of  institutions,  the  building 
up  of  governments,  the  building  up  of  civilizing  ten- 
dencies, arts,  invention  and  culture ;  so  the  earliest 
of  all  human  things  is  the  art  of  building,  of  con- 
structing, that  which  may  be  a  shelter,  may  be  an 
ornament,  may  be  a  dignity  to  human  life.  For  this, 
people  whose  names  we  have  forgotten  laid  stones 
in  order  upon  the  soil  of  the  ancestral  world;  for 
this,  the  inhabitants  along  the  Nile's  bank  piled  up 
their  masses  of  granite  and  wrought  out  of  stone  the 
sky-pointing  pyramids,  or  carved  upon  vast  columns 
and  temple  interiors  the  records  of  their  conflicts  and 
of  their  victories.  For  this,  Greece  lifted  up  above 
her  splendid  Capital,  the  crown  of  the  Acropolis,  the 
matchless  Parthenon.  The  symbol  that  strikes  near- 
est to  the  heart  and  life  of  the  ancient  world  is  the 
symbol  of  that  Craft  whose  implements  are  about  me 
as  I  speak,  are  worn  as  jewels  upon  your  breast,  or 
are  enshrined  in  their  mystic  significance  within  your 
hearts.  The  builders  of  the  ages  have  their  echo  in 
the  institutions  and  in  the  symbols  of  the  Masonic 
.  Craft. 

Now  don't  despise  a  symbol.  All  outward  signs  of 
inward  thoughts  must  be  symbols.  The  words  we 
speak  are  symbols;  the  songs  we  sing  have  symbol- 
ism  beneath  the  deep  music  of  their  notes  ;  the  institu- 
tions we  honor,  are  all  made  up  of  symbols  ;  symbols 
throughout,  of  dignity,  of  beauty,  and  of  inspiration. 

1  am  drawn  now  and  then,  in  the  discharge  of  my 
profession,  to  the  side  of  some  lonely  woman  who  is 
walking  down  the  decline  of  life's  last  years  ;  husband 
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and  children  all  have  fallen  by  her  side ;  the  turf  is 
green  above  their  graves,  and  every  letter  of  their 
epitaph  is  written  on  her  soul ;  and  she  will  show  me, 
with  a  tender  pathos  that  brings  tears  to  Tny  own 
eyes,  the  worn  wedding  ring  that  she  would  only  part 
with  with  her  life.  In  that  shining  circle  of  thin  gold 
is  the  symbol  of  her  love  and  of  her  all.  Would  you 
say  it  was  nothing,  when  by  it  she  remembers  those 
early  days,  the  tender  care  of  that  manly  soul,  the 
growth  of  those  little  ones  about  her  knee?  Now, 
when  Decembers  sky  is  gray  and  the  summer  stars 
are  driven  out  of  the  heavens,  she  remembers  the  sum- 
mer, and  the  summer  lives  again  in  the  golden  sun- 
shine of  that  wedding  ring.    What  is  it  but  a  symbol  ? 

You  and  I  can  remember  when,  years  ago,  our 
country  saw  the  signs  of  danger  and  of  war.  Almost 
ready  to  be  scorned  and  rejected  by  the  other  na- 
tions, almost  ready  to  faint  and  to  fall  upon  the  very 
threshold  of  strife,  our  country  called  us  to  arms  and 
pointed  to  the  flag  that  was  above.  One  glance  at 
those  historic  stars  and  stripes,  one  wave  of  that  un- 
sheathed sword,  and  half  a  million  men  sprung  to  her 
side  to  keep  her  from  evil.  (Great  applause.)  That 
bit  of  colored  bunting  was  a  symbol  that  shall  shine 
while  Gods  light  falls  upon  this  continent  of  ours; 
shall  shine  with  glory,  with  increasing  splendor  and 
with  heavenly  significance,  to  every  heart  that  calls 
itself  "American."  (Applause.)  I  well  remember 
that,  during  those  hours  of  civil  war,  a  friend  of  mine, 
sent  upon  a  political  errand  from  our  government  to 
the  other  side,  was  in  a  great  European  harbor.  The 
window  of  his  hotel  looked  out  upon  an  expanse  of 
water  that  was  covered  with  the  warships  and  with 
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the  mercantile  marine  of  every  nation,  and  where 
every  flag  but  our  own  was  flying  in  the  sunshine. 
There  were  stars  and  crosses,  and  bars  and  stripes, 
and  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow,  but  that  dear  old 
flag  was  wanting.  And  he  said  he  never  knew  what 
that  flag  meant  until,  on  one  of  those  weary  days  of 
his  waiting,  one  of  our  vessels  sailed  into  that  Medi- 
terranean port  with  the  stars  and  stripes  above  her 
peak ;  and  then  he  said,  with  the  tears  running  down 
his  eyes  and  with  his  hands  clasped  in  gratitude  to 
God,  he  thanked  Heaven  that  the  old  flag  still  flew 
upon  the  breeze.  (Applause.)  Then  don't  make 
light  of  a  symbol.  Remember  that  we  live  in  sym- 
bols, and  the  only  bond  that  unites  us  to  the  true,  the 
beautiful  and  the  Divine,  can  be  only  a  symbol  after 
all. 

But  what  are  these  symbols  ?  They  are  the  sym- 
bols of  a  Craft  that  has  covered  the  world  with  poems 
and  stories,  history  crystallized  into  buildings,  art  and 
sentiment  and  duty  everywhere  made  resplendent  by 
the  skill  of  the  artificer  and  the  builder.  If  you  go  into 
some  Italian  or  German  city,  you  will  find  that  the 
whole  town  has  grown  around  the  Cathedral.  That  is 
the  centre  of  everything.  The  life  of  ages  is  repre- 
sented in  its  carved  front,  in  its  tower  and  in  its  cloister; 
and  when  you  lift  the  heavy  curtain  which  hangs  be- 
fore you,  you  are  impressed  in  that  silent  solitude  by 
the  symbolism  which  meets  you.  No  one  appears  at 
the  altar;  the  organ  peal  is  mute;  no  incense  from 
the  censers  arises  in  the  air;  there  is  no  stoled  priest 
to  express  the  prayers  of  the  congregation  ;  you  are 
alone  under  those  great  arches,  and  beside  those 
great  pillars  that  bear  up  that  cliff  of  stone.  And 
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yet,  when  you  think  that  this  is  all  the  work  of  man's 
ideal  and  of  man's  constructive  skill,  when  you  re- 
member that  these  stones  have  been  laid  one  by  one 
and  these  carvings  made  in  all  their  detail  by  the 
educated  chisels  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  you  see 
that  that  Cathedral  has  built  for  you  the  thought  of 
God,  the  thought  of  humility,  the  thought  of  ambition, 
the  thought  of  human  sympathy,  the  thought  of 
devotion  and  of  eternal  love.  There  is  built  up  that 
which  was  in  your  heart,  that  which  makes  you  one, 
that  which  gives  the  power  and  substance  and  life 
and  glory  in  this  world  of  men.  The  Cathedral  has 
built  it  all  up  for  you,  and  stands  as  a  symbol  of 
your  human  life  before  your  God. 

These  are  the  implements  of  our  Craft.  Will  you 
build  a  man,  you  must  build  him  by  the  square  and 
by  the  plummet,  that  he  may  be  erect  in  his  integrity 
and  true  and  just  in  his  motives  and  desires.  You 
must  build  him  by  the  level,  that  he  may  not  become 
a  fanatic,  that  he  may  not  run  into  extravagancies, 
that  he  may  be  well  balanced,  orderly  and  noble. 
How  will  you  build  him  ?  You  must  build  him  by 
4  the  hammer  and  the  mallet  in  the  hands  of  the  work- 
man, toiling  continually  by  the  discipline  of  service 
and  of  time  to  make  his  proportions  perfect  and  true. 
Build  him — how  will  you  build  him  ?  You  must  build 
him  as  a  pillar  which,  in  its  curve  and  groove  and 
capital,  must  become  itself  a  poem  in  carved  stone, 
that  he  may  stand  majestic  and  grand  before  his  fel- 
low-men. Build  him — how  will  you  build  him  but  by 
the  symbols  of  our  ancestral  Craft  ? 

Will  you  build  a  State?  How  will  you  lay  its 
foundations  ?    They  must  be  broad  and  solid  and  just 
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and  true;  there  must  be  a  corner-stone  that  has  been 
blessed  by  the  significance  of  the  corn,  the  wine  and 
the  oil ;  there  must  be  the  underlying  sentiment  of 
justice  and  of  right  and  of  liberty,  and  then  on  that 
you  can  build  for  ages.  You  may  build  the  severe 
lines  of  a  Republic,  you  may  build  the  more  ornate 
forms  of  monarchical  principles ;  but  before  you  build 
by  the  symbols  of  our  ancient  Craft  you  must  con- 
struct the  State. 

How  will  you  build  a  Church  ?  These  are  days  of 
crises  and  of  questions,  days  when  creeds  clash  and 
when  men  become  little  or  famous  by  their  words  or 
by  their  thoughts.  Hut  there  is  one  thing  which  is 
deeper  than  all  these  controversies,  and  on  which 
every  Church  stands  united — that  if  you  will  build  a 
Church  it  must  be  by  these  same  symbols,  by  the  same 
form  of  corner-stone,  and  by  the  same  number  of 
courses  of  well-squared,  well-jointed,  well-fitted  and 
symmetrical  Christian  lives.  I  don't  know  but  the 
Church  might  better  learn  its  lesson  by  the  symbol- 
ism of  our  Craft  than  from  many  of  the  institutions 
and  authorities  which  it  reveres.  Leaving  out  of 
sight,  as  a  Mason  I  am  bound  to  do,  all  thoughts  of 
speculation  or  private  opinion,  I  would  say  that  the 
church  of  God  is  built  only  as  the  nations  have  been 
built,  only  as  the  souls  of  men  are  built,  by  the  same 
symbols  and  by  the  same  tokens  that  are  exhibited  in 
our  festival  service  here  to-day.  If  Masonry  is  not 
the  oldest  institution  in  the  world,  it  is  at  least  in  alli- 
ance and  in 'conformity  with  the  oldest  symbols  which 
have  given  them  dignity  from  the  past  and  which 
carry  their  authority  and  their  power  into  the  limitless 
future. 
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I  speak  in  the  next  place  of  the  sentiment  of  Ma- 
sonry. Both  the  speakers  who  have  preceded  me, 
the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  and  the  Rev. 
Historian  of  this  occasion,  have  defined  the  power 
which  continued  Masonry  in  life  and  growth;  and 
both  have  substantially  said  that  it  was  by  its  agree- 
ment with  the  moral  sentiments  of  mankind — senti- 
ments which  are  limited  to  no  one  place,  no  one  sys- 
tem of  thought,  no  one  company  of  men,  but  which 
have  been  a  growth  and  a  development  of  the  ever 
increasing  intelligence  and  civilization  of  the  world. 
In  that  they  have  spoken  well.  But  I  would  further 
enlarge  upon  that  definition  in  this  way:  That  the 
glory  of  Masonry  in  the  past,  and  its  promise  of  a 
future,  rested  upon  its  adaptation  to  human  nature, 
whether  that  human  nature  were  developed  along  the 
lines  of  sentimental  growth  or  born  and  uplifted  by 
the  power  of  religion.  It  is  upon  both  sides  of  human 
advancement — an  advancement  without  the  prompt- 
ing or  impulse  of  the  Church,  and  along  those  lines 
where  the  Church  has  been  the  great  moulding  and , 
modifying  factor  of  civilization — that  Masonry  can 
claim  to  have  derived  its  inspiration ;  so  that  it  was 
borne  forward  in  the  magnificent  flow  of  human  na- 
ture and  development. 

I  don't  know  that  you  realize  that,  if  this  day  was 
made  for  a  centennial  in  its  brightness  and  in  its 
glory,  last  night  was  made  for  a  poet  in  the  beauty  of 
its  unclouded  splendor.  I  came  to  you  by  that  old 
familiar  track  of  the  Sound,  where  men  come  and  go 
so  constantly  without  ever  perhaps  observing  that 
along  that  line  nature  sometimes  paints  some  of  her 
fairest  pictures  and  reveals  some  of  her  choicest  se- 
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crets.  As  we  came  in  the  twilight  last  evening,  there 
was  a  most  startling  contrast  between  one  side  and 
the  other.  On  the  left  hand  as  we  sailed  was  a  slori- 
ous  sunset — a  sunset  glorious  without  a  cloud,  where 
all  the  hues  of  Heaven  seemed  blended  in  that  veil 
of  light  which  rose  from  the  deep  orange  tinge  of  the 
horizon  to  the  thin  blue  and  purple  of  the  upper  sky; 
a  light  and  glory  that  seemed  to  come,  as  it  were, 
from  the  very  face  of  God,  and  turn  into  gold  what- 
ever it  rested  on.  I  watched  the  face  of  a  little  child 
as  it  looked  into  that  sky ;  and  if  ever  there  was  a 
transfiguring  and  glorifying  light,  it  was  that  which 
kissed  its  sunny  hair  and  lit  up  a  deeper  beauty  in  its 
little  eyes.  It  was  so  light,  and  looked  like  hope,  as 
if  you  could  sail  in  that  distance  and  over  those 
mountains  which  looked  to  me  like  folds  of  mist. 
And  when  I  turned  to  the  other  side  there  was  a  fog 
bank  just  outside,  and  the  hills  of  Long  Island  were 
dark,  almost  black,  in  that  visible  and  gathering  grey- 
ness  of  the  sky.  How  hopeless  and  cheerless  it 
seemed;  and  where  the  sailboats  were  coming  and 
going  on  that  side,  every  inch  of  their  canvas  set, 
they  seemed  to  me  like  ghosts  on  that  awful  back- 
ground of  despair.  There  were  the  contrasts — the 
hope  that  would  soon  fade,  and  the  despair  that  would 
darken  and  at  last  become  night.  But  when  that 
light  failed,  there  came  up  the  full  moon  with  its  sil- 
ver beam;  and  the  great  steamer,  sailing  on  in  the 
darkness,  was  floating  on  a  silver  sea,  and  the  foam 
that  bubbled  and  seethed  in  the  widening  track  be- 
hind us  was  pierced  by  those  rays  of  the  moon  and 
filled  with  glory.  So,  dear  friends  and  brothers,  it  is 
in  this  world  of  men.    There  are  dreams  and  hopes 
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that  die  like  that  evening  gold  ;  there  are  glooms 
and  troubles  that  darken  like  that  sky  at  night ; 
but  the  great  world  of  humanity  holds  on  its  course 
where  the  light  of  the  eternal  sky  is  on  it,  where  the 
waves  are  silver,  and  where  the  long  track  of  its 
triumph  shines  behind  it  as  it  ploughs  the  centuries 
to  its  victory.  Whatever  lives  must  live  in  that  track 
of  light ;  whatever  has  a  warrant  to  help  and  to  save 
and  to  bless  the  world  lies  in  that  silver  line  of  senti- 
ment, of  humanity  and  growth.  The  hope  of  man 
without  that  steady  onward  track  will  faint  and  fall. 
The  darkness  of  doubt  will  turn  to  night  without  the 
relief  of  that  sentiment  of  humanity  and  brotherhood 
and  love.  That  is  the  great  course  of  the  world  in 
the  centuries  of  God ;  and  Masonry  has  lived,  and 
Masonry  will  never  die,  because  it  has  sailed  along 
that  track.  There  is  a  rippling  promise  that  shines 
before  it ;  there  is  a  heaven  lighted  track  of  love  and 
of  brotherhood  behind  it. 

The  sentiment  of  Masonry — it  is  the  universal  sen- 
timent  of  humanity  and  of  love.  The  highest  lessons 
of  religion,  the  wisest  dogmas  of  philosophy,  the  no- 
blest and  divinest  truth,  may  crystallize  into  an  insti- 
tution. And,  speaking  of  institutions  crystallizing, 
do  you  know  what  are  some  of  the  most  curious  and 
precious  stones  in  this  world  ?  They  are  crystals 
which  hold  right  in  their  heart  a  liquid  drop,  where 
you  can  look  in  through  the  perfect  and  transparent 
stone  and  see  this  little  globe  of  light  and  motion  at 
the  centre.  You  may  find  these  in  the  precious 
stones  or  in  the  ordinary  crystals  of  flint,  and,  wherever 
you  find  them,  you  have  something  that  is  so  suggest- 
ive and  so  strange  that,  more  than  once,  great  think- 
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ers  have  used  it  as  an  illustration  of  some  of  the 
most  mysterious  facts  of  human  life  and  history. 
Now  do  you  believe  that  an  institution  which  is  but 
crystallized  thought,  which  is  but  an  ideal  put  into 
regular  and  organic  form,  can  have  real  life  in  this 
world  of  God  when  it  doesn't  have  some  sentiment  ? 
It  is,  in  fact,  the  sentiment  that  has  determined  the 
crystal,  and  which  now  gives  it  its  special  light.  I 
believe  the  sentiment  and  equality  and  fraternity  in 
Masonry  are  among  the  most  impressive  teachings 
that  this  world  can  bring  to  man. 

I  was  reminded  of  the  power  of  humanity  by  an 
instance  which  I  witnessed  in  New  York  only  the 
other  day.  I  was  on  a  visit  in  one  of  the  down  town 
streets  and,  as  I  rang  the  bell  at  the  head  of  the  steps 
of  the  house  where  I  was  calling,  a  wagon  hastily 
driven,  ran  over  a  little  child  on  the  pavement  just 
before  me.  It  was  only  a  little  child  of  the  gutter, 
ragged,  dirty,  unkempt,  almost  unchildish  in  the  pov- 
erty and  pallor  of  its  little  form  and  face ;  just  one  of 
those  children  who  would  be  chased  from  the  door- 
steps and  from  the  playgrounds  that  are  devoted  to 
better  kept  and  better  clad  children  in  the  city ;  one 
that  nobody  would  ever  pass  with  more  than  a  care- 
less glance  or  a  good-natured  curse.  But  the  moment 
that  child  was  down  and  its  little  bleeding  body  lay 
there  on  the  cruel  stones,  the  humanity  of  that  street 
woke  up  and  came  to  the  front.  The  door  of  the 
mansion  just  above  swung  open,  and  out  came  a 
lady  with  her  servants,  tender-eyed,  silk-clad;  and 
one  ran  and  called  a  physician,  a  grey-coated  police- 
man from  the  corner  came  along,  everybody  stopped 
there,  and  hands  as  tender  as  a  mother's  lifted  that 
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little  one  in  its  blood,  and,  with  tenderness  that  was 
made  deeper  by  pity,  with  tears  that  mingled  with 
the  blood  of  its  wounds,  tried  to  soothe  its  anguish. 
Everything  that  that  great  city  had  to  give  was  at 
that  child's  command,  an  ambulance  and  a  physician 
came,  and  the  little  child  was  borne  away  to  receive 
that  care  which  science  and  attention  and  nursing 
could  give,  to  hold  the  life  in  its  dying,  shattered 
breast.  O,  what  a  revelation  that,  by  one  touch  of 
sorrow,  high  and  low  and  rich  and  poor,  even  in  the 
wilderness  of  a  great  city,  could  be  brought  together 
in  love  and  sympathy  and  care !  Now  if  that  is  the 
power  of  human  love  and  fraternity,  what  shall  we 
say  of  the  sentiment  which  stands  for  it  yesterday,  to- 
day and  forever?  What  shall  we  say  of  the  senti- 
ment that  preaches  it  by  symbol,  by  ritual  and  by 
practice,  which  incorporates  it  into  the  work  of  the 
Lodge  room,  which  stamps  it  as  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple in  the  first  line  of  the  Masonic  creed,  which  rep- 
resents it  so  perfectly  that  we  may  say  that,  in  all  the 
world  there  is  no  such  fair  field  of  equality  and  broth- 
erhood as  is  to  be  found  in  the  Masonic  platform  ? 
What  shall  we  say  of  that  sentiment  which  so  utterly 
blots  out  the  lines  of  political  and  religious  and  social 
differences  that  it  insists  that  "  brother  "  means  "  broth- 
er," that  u  love  "  means  "  love,"  and  that  14  manhood  " 
means  "manhood"?  And  such,  I  insist,  is  the  senti- 
ment of  Masonry. 

But,  I  am  reminded,  is  not  this,  too,  the  great  teach- 
ing of  the  Church  ?  Is  not  this,  too,  the  great  light 
that  comes  to  us  from  the  Founder  and  the  Master  of 
religion  ?  I  reply,  unquestionably ;  but  I  reply  also, 
that  wherever  I  find  this  gold,  whether  it  have  the 
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stamp  of  church  or  state  or  institution  on  it,  I  recog- 
nize it  at  its  perfect  value.  We  may  say  of  the  insti- 
tution, as  Bobby  Burns  said  of  man,  "  The  rank  is 
but  the  guinea's  stamp;  the  man's  the  gowd  for  a' 
that."  And  so  I  say  that  Christian  love  and  sym- 
pathy, Masonic  love  and  sympathy,  love  and  sympathy 
wherever  you  may  find  them, — they  are  the  divine 
things,  and  I  will  recognize  them  as  the  gold  of 
God.  I  am  only  held  more  firmly  in  my  belief  that 
love  is  first,  that  love  is  God,  and  that  love  is  a  duty 
between  man  and  man.  I  am  not  any  weaker  in 
my  faith  but  stronger,  when  I  see  the  power,  in  the 
fight  against  evil,  in  the  struggle  for  social  purity 
and  right,  in  the  conflict  against  wrong,  that  sustains 
one  who  wears  the  badge  and  the  collar  of  Masonic 
life.  By  the  touch  of  his  shoulder,  by  the  glance 
of  his  eye,  by  the  pressure  of  his  hand,  by  the  zeal 
with  which  I  know  he  will  stay  me  if  I  am  wounded, 
or  save  me  if  I  am  in  danger,  I  recognize  my  brother 
in  or  out  of  the  Church, — my  brother  before  man 
and  God.  I  am  zealous  of  anything  that  can  be 
done  to  save  and  bless  this  world;  and  when  Ma- 
sonry stands  for  those  sentiments  which  are  highest 
of  all,  I  bless  God  that  we  have  such  faithful  war- 
riors in  this  great  battle  of  the  ages  for  truth  and  for 
life. 

I  make  these  remarks  because  I  have  heard  since  I 
came  to  Providence  of  some  opposition  that  has  been 
made  to  Masonry,  even  recently,  in  the  name  of  the 
Christian  church.  I  do  not  propose  to  particularize, 
but  I  will  tell  you  a  story.  W  hen  Stephenson  first 
invented  the  locomotive,  all  sorts  of  things  were  told 
about  it  to  discourage  the  inventor  and  his  efforts. 
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They  said  it  would  poison  the  air,  and  all  the  birds 
would  die  ;  that  it  would  scare  the  cattle,  and  all  the 
cattle  would  die  with  delirium  tremens ;  that  it  would 
render  life  in  the  country  a  perfect  impossibility ;  that 
the  noise  and  the  smoke  would  drive  all  the  landed 
gentry  away,  and  that  would  be  the  ruin  of  the  coun- 
try. And  finally  a  man  said  to  Stephenson,  "you 
talk  about  running  this  engine  of  yours  with  a  train 
of  cars  twenty  miles  an  hour.  Now  twenty  miles  is 
an  awful  pace  to  go ;  and,  when  one  of  your  engines 
and  trains  are  running  on  the  rails  at  twenty  miles 
an  hour,  suppose  a  cow  is  on  the  track ;  what  would 
happen  ?  Wouldn't  it  be  so  much  the  worse  ?  "  u  Yes," 
said  Stephenson,  "  it  would  be  the  worse  for  the  coo." 
All  I  have  to  say  is  that  the  Masonic  train  is  going 
forward,  the  rails  are  level,  the  switches  are  all  closed, 
and  the  schedule  time  is  going  to  be  made,  and,  if 
anything  gets  on  the  track,  so  much  the  worse  for 
the  "coo." 

Now  I  wish  to  say  something  to  you  about  the 
practice  of  Masons.  I  use  to  read  in  one  of  the  fairy 
books  of  my  boyhood  about  a  certain  prince  who 
obtained  from  some  beneficent  spirit  a  power  which 
brought  him  into  very  close  contact  with  nature. 
When  he  availed  himself  of  this  spell  he  could  see 
things  which  otherwise  were  invisible,  he  could  hear 
sounds  which  otherwise  the  ear  could  not  perceive, 
and  when  he  went  out  into  the  woods  he  could  sec 
that  every  grain  of  nature  was  life,  he  could  hear  the 
sap  running  in  the  veins  of  the  trees,  he  could  hear 
the  grass  grow,  he  could  hear  a  noise  as  loud  as  thun- 
der when  the  tiniest  Mower  buds  opened  to  the  light; 
in  short,  it  was  a  revelation  to  him  of  a  world  of  life 
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and  of  influence  and  of  power  that  he  had  not  sus- 
pected before — a  revelation  and  creation  of  an  entirely 
new  world. 

Now,  to  speak  of  the  practice  and  beneficence  of 
Masonry  in  the  community,  aside  from  the  laudable 
reservation  and  secrecy  which  Masonry  tries  to  throw 
over  it :  A  s:ood  deed  runs  out  in  all  sorts  of  unex- 
pected  and  unknown  ways.  You  cannot  determine 
the  source,  and  you  cannot  foresee  the  end  of  its 
beneficent  work.  But  what  I  want  to  say  in  this  par- 
ticular is  that  the  practical  influence  of  Masonry  upon 
the  morality,  the  manhood,  the  comfort  and  the  hope- 
fulness of  the  world,  is  not  to  be  overstated.  If  we 
could  only  see  and  know  how,  through  ten  thousand 
secret  channels  from  the  Masonic  heart,  love  and  aid 
has  flowed  into  those  spirits  that  are  weary  or  over- 
burdened, or  sad  or  sick !  But  that  we  cannot  do. 
We  can  tell  the  amount  disbursed  in  charity ;  we  can 
tell  the  number  of  orphans  or  widows  relieved.  These 
things  can  be  told  ;  but  they  would  be  merely  the  first 
figures  of  those  diviner  statistics  that  would  be  so 
great  if  the  whole  could  be  revealed.  And  there  are 
many  people  who,  because  this  work  of  Masonry  is 
so  unselfish  and  so  quiet,  find  all  sorts  of  excuses  to 
decry  it  as  an  over-estimated  factor  in  the  progress  of 
the  world.  And  I  have  heard  men  who  went  so  far 
as  to  say  that  men  had  to  be  of  a  particular  kind  to 
take  any  interest  in  Masonry;  that  they  had  to  occupy 
a  particular  place  in  society,  or  have  a  particular  turn 
of  thought  or  a  particular  ambition  for  petty  distinc- 
tions among  themselves,  before  they  could  ever  enter 
into  the  obligations  and  find  pleasure  in  the  duties  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity.    Well,  it  does  take  a  particu- 
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lar  kind  of  man  to  become  a  Mason,  as  it  takes  a 
particular  kind  of  man  to  make  a  good  citizen. 

They  are  accounting  for  everything  now  by  mi- 
crobes and  bacteria.  If  you  have  the  consumption, 
it  is  because  a  microbe  is  in  your  lungs;  if  you  have 
small  pox,  it  is  because  another  bacteria  is  at  work 
upon  you;  and  I  think  death  and  taxes  will  finally 
be  resolved  into  microbes.  And  so  these  people 
would  say  that  there  is  a  kind  of  Masonic  microbe 
that  gets  into  the  blood  and  affects  the  circulation 
and  the  character  and  the  life  of  a  person  who  is 
affected  by  it.  Well,  I  confess  I  should  like  to  see 
that  Masonic  microbe.  I  know  that  when  I  found  it 
I  should  not  have  to  put  it  under  my  microscope  to 
see  it.  I  know  that  that  microbe  would  be  named 
honesty;  I  know  it  would  be  named  justice;  I  know 
it  would  be  named  purity;  I  know  it  would  be  named 
righteousness  and  brotherly  love.  When  I  found 
that  microbe  I  should  find  something  that  was  not 
poisoning  but  blessing  the  community,  and,  if  I  could 
gather  up  the  results  and  the  influences  of  its  work 
I  should  find  it  in  the  redemption  of  man  from  evil, 
in  consolation  to  the  afflicted,  in  relief  to  the  dis- 
tressed, in  the  guarded  purity  of  woman,  in  the  honor 
and  dignity  which  a  spiritual  life  should  sustain  be- 
fore the  eyes  of  men.  I  know  that  if  I  could  find 
that  power,  that  secret  and  that  hidden  power,  it 
would  lie  in  that  whose  principles  would  be  such  as 
I  have  described,  whose  end  and  result  would  be  the 
ennoblement  and  the  enlargement  of  human  sympa- 
thy. You  remember  that  Lincoln  said  during  the 
war,  when  he  was  told  that  one  of  his  generals  was  in 
the  habit  of  drinking  whiskey,  ".what  brand  does  he 
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drink?"  "  I  don't  know"  was  the  answer.  He  said, 
"well,  you  find  out,  and  then  I  will  send  a  barrel  of  it 
to  several  of  my  other  generals."  Let  me  find  this 
Masonic  microbe  and  I  know  whom  I  will  vaccinate 
with  it.  Give  me  the  power  and  control  of  the  secret 
spring  of  the  principles  of  Masonic  life,  and  I  will 
furnish  candidates  whose  lives  will  be  enlarged  and 
blessed  and  helped  by  it,  from  the  very  ranks  of  the 
skeptics  and  doubters  where  they  are  found  to-day. 

Of  course,  like  everything  else,  there  is  a  difference 
between  the  ideal  and  the  practical  in  human  life. 
Where  is  the  man  who  ever  brought  his  practice  and 
his  life  up  to  the  standard  which  he  set  before  him  ? 
One  of  the  divinest  of  our  musicians,  who  has  filled 
the  world  with  sweet  sounds  whose  echoes  will  never 
die,  said,  in  the  closing  years  of  his  life,  that  he  had 
never  written  that  ideal  melody;  an  angel  sung  it  in 
his  ear,  he  could  hear  it  in  his  secret  soul,  but  he 
could  never  put  it  on  the  score  of  recorded  music. 
One  of  the  divinest  poets  has  taught  us  that,  beyond 
his  vision  and  the  vision  of  every  bard  who  has  spoken 
of  things  of  natural  or  spiritual  beauty,  there  floats  an 
ideal  that  he  has  never  grasped,  that  he  has  never 
wedded  to  burning  or  ecstatic  words,  and  that,  when 
he  has  done  his  best,  his  warmest  poetry  is  but  cold 
beside  that  dream.  You  may  ask  the  men  who  are 
most  accustomed  to  address  their  fellow  men,  to  play 
upon  their  sympathies,  to  stir  them  to  laughter  or 
tears,  to  fire  them  with  the  hopes  and  purposes  of 
some  great  cause, — the  most  eloquent  orators  that 
ever  lived  in  Greece  or  Rome  or  England  or  America, 
and  they  will  tell  you  that  dead  and  lifeless  were  their 
highest  flights  compared  with  what  they  fain  would 
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say,  compared  with  that  which  moved  and  pressed 
and  crowded  them  with  an  irresistible  power. 

These  are  instances  of  the  power  of  human  nature. 
The  lesson  is  that  that  is  best  which  holds  up  an 
ideal,  and  by  the  very  dignity  and  growth  of  that 
ideal  leads  men  to  better  and  more  perfect  lives. 
Something  was  said  in  our  Historians  address  about 
one  of  your  famous  Rhode  Island  Masons  who  is  en- 
titled to  the  gratitude  of  the  Craft  because  he  wisely 
modified  the  ritual  or  improved  upon  the  symbolism 
or  so  arranged  the  administration  of  the  services  that 
the  idea  of  Masonry  might  be  more  acceptable,  might 
be  more  effective,  might  be  more  powerful  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  State.  Such  a  man  is  indeed  a 
benefactor.  He  who  wings  a  thought  with  an  expres- 
sion, an  ideal  with  practice,  an  impalpable  thing  with 
a  visible  crystallization  is  a  blessing  to  mankind.  No 
less  a  blessing  is  that  order  or  institution  which  so 
translates  humanity  into  the  charms  of  a  grand  ideal 
and  example.  Nay !  Heaven  itself  has  set  us  a  pat- 
tern for  all  this  Masonic  light  when  it  embodied  the 
glories  and  the  tenderness  of  a  divine  love  in  that  life 
which  walked  by  Galilee  and  which  was  hung  for  our 
sake  upon  Calvary. 

The  practice  of  Masonry !  I  don't  know  when  the 
last  of  human  life  will  come  to  me  or  to  you.  Some- 
where in  the  future  it  is,  near  or  distant,  just  out  of 
our  view  or  within  the  merciful  veil  of  coming  years, 
— somewhere  is  that  time  of  ours  when  the  sounds  of 
earth  shall  be  hushed  upon  our  human  sense,  a  dim- 
ness shall  fall  upon  our  human  sight,  in  the  stillness 
of  that  room  broken  only  by  the  ticking  of  the  clock 
and  the  sobs  of  those  who  are  waiting  for  the  end, 
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and  who  reach  out  feebly  to  grasp  that  dear  hand 
once  more  before  we  go ;  and  then,  when  we  are  laid 
still  and  cold  in  our  coffin,  and  friends  look  for  the 
last  time  upon  that  pale  face  which  does  not  answer 
them  for  all  their  tears,  tell  me,  if  you  could  ask  for 
one  thing,  one  experience  of  that  final  room  when 
you  are  passed  human  experience,  what  would  it  be  ? 
I  know  what  I  pray  for — that  every  one  who  shall 
look  upon  me  in  that  sleep  of  death  shall  have  reason 
to  bless  God  that  I  lived.  Oh,  if  some  mother  should 
come  there  and  lift  her  little  child  to  see  my  face,  and 
say  "  I  was  lone  and  helpless  and  forgotten,  and  that 
man  lifted  me  up  and  saved  me  and  gave  me  a  home 
that  I  might  give  the  comfort  of  it  to  you.  Remem- 
ber, my  child,  that  man's  name  and  face ;"  or  that 
some  poor  wayfarer  who  had  had  a  hard  time  in  the 
fortunes  of  this  life,  but  who  is  now  respectable  and 
clean  and  pure,  should  come  and  look  at  me  and  say 
"  I  was  a  beast,  but  he  made  me  a  man ;  I  was  lost, 
but  he  saved  me;"  or  that  some  timid  soul,  too  weak 
to  bear  the  trials  of  life  alone,  should  come  and  gently 
whisper  "  I  was  so  troubled,  the  world  was  so  dark  that 
I  doubted  even  God,  and  those  are  the  lips  that  taught 
me  to  be  strong  and  to  have  faith  and  to  reach  out 
for  God's  hand  which  is  leading  me  on";  or  that  those 
that  represent  the  dignity  and  the  honor  of  great 
causes  to  uplift  and  bless  and  save  the  world  should 
come  and  say  41  There  lies  one  who  never  failed  us, 
who  never  spoke  a  false  word,  who  never  held  back 
his  hand,  his  voice  or  his  prayers."  That  is  what  I 
pray  for,  when  I  am  ready  to  be  laid  in  the  sleep  of 
the  grave.  What  matters  the  money  that  I  leave,  the 
fame  that  is  behind  me,  the  friends  who  have  enjoyed 


Digitized  by  Google 


CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION. 


691 


the  sunshine  of  my  prosperity,  the  poems  I  have 
written  ?  What  means  all  that  compared  with  such 
praise  and  honor  and  glory  as  that  ideal  of  mine 
would  be? 

Now  I  believe  that  when  a  true  Mason  dies,  that  is 
precisely  the  privilege  which,  for  the  honor  of  the 
Craft,  he  is  entitled  to  enjoy.  The  man  who  has 
lived  in  the  practice  of  Masonry  honorably  and  fairly 
has  done  just  those  things  which  are  the  highest 
credit  and  honor  to  his  memory  when  he  is  gone. 
When  he  passes  away,  the  world  of  humanity  feels 
that  it  has  lost  on  earth  a  friend,  but  it  has  gained 
in  Heaven  an  angel  and  representative  of  human 
love. 

Is  there  need  for  me  to  say  another  word  concern- 
ing this  thing?  Let  me  illustrate  what  I  have  to  say, 
that  you  may  praise  the  Craft  more  highly,  that  you 
may  better  understand  its  work,  that  you  may  devote 
yourselves  with  more  complete  consecration  to  its 
principles  and  to  its  precepts.  Some  years  ago  a 
traveller  was  making  his  way  through  South  Africa, 
and  came  to  a  hut  where  a  common  peasant  had  built 
his  home.  In  front  of  the  door  some  little  children, 
half  clothed  and  neglected,  were  at  their  plays.  The 
traveller  stopped  to  get  a  drink  of  water,  as  it  was  a 
very  hot  day.  When  the  mother  brought  it  to  him 
he  said  some  kind  words  concerning  her  little  ones 
at  the  door,  and  taking  an  interest  in  them,  he  bent 
down  to  see  what  they  were  doing.  He  found  they 
were  playing  with  pebbles  some  game  which  they 
had  invented  or  learned,  and  they  were  rolling  these 
little  stones,  in  their  childish  way  whiling  away  the 
play  hours  of  the  day.    All  at  once  he  stopped,  for  in 
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one  of  those  stones  a  gleam  as  of  fire  caught  his  eye. 
Again  it  flashed  in  the  sunlight,  he  drew  near  and 
lifted  it,  and  there  among  those  pebbles, — the  chil- 
dren's playthings  —  lay  a  large  and  precious  uncut 
diamond.  In  their  ignorance  it  was  to  them  but  a 
common  pebble  ;  in  their  play  it  only  counted  one  in 
their  game;  if  they  lost  it  they  would  fill  its  place 
with  another  from  the  brook.  But  the  traveler  held 
the  prosperity  of  that  farmer's  family  in  his  hand,  and 
to  his  honor  be  it  recorded  that,  not  selfishly  keep- 
ing the  knowledge  to  himself,  he  informed  the  farmer 
what  he  had,  and  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
that  stone  comfort  and  prosperity  came  to  his  family. 

Do  you  see  the  application  of  those  words?  Are 
the  ceremonies,  the  services,  the  tenets  and  the  prac- 
tices of  Masonry  but  matters  of  sport,  whether  of 
lighter  or  more  serious  character,  matters  of  routine, 
matters  of  discipline  ?  Be  not  deceived.  These  things 
are  to  you  familiar, — the  common  exercises  of  your 
Lodge,  the  common  familiar  conversation  between  you 
as  Masonic  brothers.  But  see  the  divine  gleam  of 
the  diamond  of  truth  and  beauty  and  glory  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  Masonic  order ;  see  in  human  charity, 
in  brotherhood,  in  love  and  in  fraternity,  as  well  as  in 
the  symbols  of  that  grand  institution  which  is  the 
building  force  of  the  world,  the  gleam  of  heavenly 
light;  and,  knowing  what  treasure  you  possess,  slight 
it  no  longer  nor  hold  it  in  careless  esteem,  but  by 
your  reverence,  your  love  and  your  practice,  make  it 
a  good  and  brilliant  jewel,  sparkling  at  every  side, 
grand  and  beautiful,  worthy  to  be  the  ornament  of  a 
kings  diadem,  worthy  to  be  set  in  the  crown  of  glori- 
ous manhood. 
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Grand  Master  :  Brethren,  after  the  singing  of  the  Doxology 
and  the  pronouncing  of  the  Benediction,  the  exercises  on  this 
occasion  will  close. 

■ 

DOXOLOGY  Old  Hundred. 

"  Be  Thou,  O  Qod,  exalted  high, 
And  as  Thy  glory  fills  the  sky, 
So  let  it  be  on  earth  displayed, 
Till  Thou  art  here,  as  there,  obeyed." 

SUN<;  BY  ALL  THE  BRETHREN. 

BENEDICTION. 

May  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  rest  upon  Masons  and 
Masonry  everywhere.  May  this  Grand  Lodge  ever  be  preserved 
in  purity,  power,  authority  and  usefulness  ;  in  the  East  by  the 
wisdom  of  Divine  law;  in  the  West  by  the  strength  of  the 
Divine  righteousness;  in  the  South  by  the  Beauty  of  Holiness. 
And  may  the  Lord  God  of  our  fathers  grant  unto  us,  and  unto 
all  regular  Masons  everywhere,  that  we  may  live  in  the  exercise 
of  the  royal  virtues  of  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth.  And 
now  unto  the  King,  Eternal,  Immortal,  Invisible,  the  only  wise 
and  just  God,  be  honor  and  glory  forever  and  forever.  Amen. 

The  Brethren — So  mote  it  be. 

CLOSING. 

At  the  close  of  the  exercises  the  M.\  VV.  •.  Grand  Master  dis- 
missed the  line  and  declared  the  Festival  Communication  of 
Grand  Lodge  closed  in  ample  form  at  one  o'clock  and  fifty- 
eight  minutes,  P.  M. 

The  Grand  Lodge  is  again  formed  in  line,  and  under  the 
escort  of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  preceded  by  the  National 
Band,  march  to  the  wharf  and  embark  on  board  the  steamer 
City  of  Newport,  for  Crescent  Park,  where  a  dinner  is  served, 
after  which  the  brethren  disposed  of  their  time  as  best  suited 
their  convenience,  returning  home  in  season  to  participate  in 
the  festivities  of  the  evening. 
44 
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The  culminating  event  of  the  Centennial  Celebration  was  the 
Grand  Lodge  Banquet,  which  was  held  on  the  evening  of  June 
24th,  in  the  great  dining  hall  of  the  Narragansett  Hotel  in 
Providence.  Long  before  8  o'clock,  the  brethren,  to  the  num- 
ber of  two  hundred,  gathered  in  the  spacious  parlors  and  lobbies 
of  the  hotel  to  join  in  social  converse,  comment  upon  "the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  day  and  to  listen  to  the  beautiful  music  of  Bro. 
Hedly's  Orchestra  which  was  located  in  the  rotunda  and  per- 
formed during  the  evening  the  following: 

PROGRAM  ME. 


March— Gypsy  Caravan,"   Langey. 

Overture  —  "  Primrose  "   Brespant. 

Concert  Wait/.—"  A  Summer  Night,"   Moses. 

Selection — "  Paul  Jones,"  Moses. 

Grand  Processional  March — "Babyland."    -  Clauder. 

Medley— " Good  Old  Times."       ------  Bowron. 

"  Starlight,"—   Bra/tarn. 

"  Scotch  Patrol."—   Ash. 

Concert  Waltz— "  Casino  Tanz."   Gungle. 

Selection — "  Poor  Jonathan."   Moses. 

"  American  Dance,*' —  -  Bendix. 

"  Pes  Sylphes," —  '    Bachman. 

Musical  Scenes  from  Spain,   Langey. 

Concert  Polka — "  Valeria,"   Clauder. 

Medley  Oyekti  re— "  Zing  Boom  Zing,"       -  Brooks. 

"Auld  Lang  Syne."   Scoteh. 


At  8.30  o'clock  the  company  marched  into  the  dining  room 
to  the  music  of  the  Orchestra,  where  tables  handsomely  deco- 
rated with  twining  vines,  dainty  fairy  lamps,  and  massive  table- 
ware, greeted  their  eyes.  During  the  Banquet  the  Orchestra 
was  stationed  in  a  grotto  at  the  entrance  to  the  hall. 
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GRACE. 

We  thank  Thee  for  this  blessed  anniversary  occasion  of  fel- 
lowship and  good  will,  and  we  invoke  Thy  blessing  upon  the 
brethren  who  have  gathered  here.  We  ask  that  Thy  favor  may 
rest  upon  the  exercises  of  this  evening,  that  we  may  enjoy  the 
pleasures  of  this  auspicious  gathering,  and  be  profited  intellect- 
ually and  morally,  and  strengthened  in  the  bonds  of  fraternal 
feeling,  by  our  coming  together  at  this  time;  and  unto  Thee 
we  will  render  thanksgiving  and  praise  for  all  Thy  mer.cies 
now  and  evermore.    Amen.  ' 

Response :    So  mote  it  be. 

After  Divine  blessing  had  been  invoked  by  the  Rev.  and  W.\ 
Grand  Chaplain,  nearly  two  hours  were  occupied  in  discussing 
the  very  elaborate  dinner  provided  by  the  committee. 
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OF  THE 


JV|.  V^.  Girand  ljodge  of  Rhode  Island, 


A.  f.  &  A.  M. 


Ht*RRenu»»- 

Little  Neck  Clams 
Consomme,  a  la  royal 
Stuffed  Lobster,  on  shell,  aux  gratin 
Boiled  Fresh  Salmon,  sauce  Hollandaise 

Cucumbers  Potatoes,  Marquise  Tomatoes 

Filet  of  Beef,  larded,  with  mushrooms 
Parisienne  Potatoes  Green  Peas 

Roman  Punch 
Cigarettes 

Golden  Plover,  bardee,  on  toast 

Water  Cress  Currant  Jelly 

Harlequin  Ice  Cream 
Strawberries  Assorted  Cake 

Coffee 

Narra^.insett  Hotel.  June-  24.  180J. 
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At  half-past  ten  o'clock  the  M.\  W.\  Grand  Master  addressed 
"the  brethren  as  follows: 

Grand  Master  Kenyon:  Well,  Brethren,  having  satisfied  our 
physical  wants,  it  seems  that  a  little  wholesome  food  for  the  in- 
tellect will  be  relished  by  us  all.  We  have  here  quite  a  number 
who  will  be  delighted  to  speak  to  us,  and  whom  you  will  be 
delighted  to  hear.  In  our  preparation  for  this  Centennial  cel- 
ebration our  arrangements  have  been  carried  out  by  a  commit- 
tee, the  chairman  of  which  committee  is  one  of  our  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Masters,  whom  we  always  find  ready  to  assist  us 
on  all  occasions,  whether  it  be  by  advice  or  hard  work.  We 
have  seen  fit  to-night  to  appoint  him  as  toastmaster  of  the  occa- 
sion, and  he  has  agreed  to  perform  that  service  for  us  and  will 
have  charge  of  the  post-prandial  exercises  ;  and  I  now  present 
to  you,  brethren,  our  Most  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master,  Van 
Slyck. 

Toastmaster  Van  Slyck:  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master:  I 
have  assented  to  discharge  the  duty  that  you  have  imposed  upon 
me,  and  I  feel  proud  that  I  should  Have  been  selected,  not  only 
to  act  as  chairman  of  the  committee  which  has  had  in  charge 
the  various  ceremonies  and  exercises  that  have  occurred  during 
this  Centennial  day,  but  also  am  proud  to  act  to-night  as  your 
representative  in  the  exercises  of  the  balance  of  the  evening. 

It  has  been  told  us  to-day  that  a  hundred  years  have  passed 
since  our  Grand  Lodge  was  constituted.  We  have  also  learned 
that  Masonry,  in  an  organized  form  even,  is  not  bounded  by 
the  hundred  years  that  have  just  passed  by.  Masonry  dates 
back  of  that  far  into  the  ages.  Our  traditions  inform  us  that  it 
was  in  existence  during  the  building  of  King  Solomon's  Temple. 


Digitized  by  Google 


698  CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION. 

History  informs  us  that  like  organizations  have  been  in  exist- 
ence at  various  time  during  a  great  many  ages  of  the  past.  We 
know  that  Masons  as  such  have  existed  for  many  hundred  years. 
We  know  that  in  our  own  country  there  have  been  Masons  for  a 
great  many  years.  It  cannot  go  back  of  1492  unless  it  goes 
among  the  aborigines,  and  I  have  no  means  of  asserting  that 
the  aborigines  of  this  country  were  Freemasons.  But  in  Rhode 
Island  Masonry  has  been  in  existence  for  many  years  before 
the  formation  of  our  Grand  Lodge.  Other  Grand  Lodges  have 
been  in  existence,  and  have  had  a  continued  existence  for  many 
years  prior  to  our  own;  but  with  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  at. 
this  time.  A  hundred  years  of  the  existence  of  our  Grand  Body 
indicates  the  prosperity  of  our  noble  Order  ;  but  it  hasn't  always 
been  fair  weather  with  us.  Though  in  the  beginning  everything 
seemed  prosperous,  yet  the  time  came  when  we  had  to  withstand 
all  that  bigotry  could  incite  against  us;  and  it  resulted  in  almost 
the  extinction  of  the  Order  in  this  State.  Our  historian  to-day 
told  us  that  among  the  few  apostates  that  we  had  there  were 
four  of  the  clerical  profession;  he  did  not  then  tell  us  that  there 
was  at.  least  one  member  of  the  same  profession  with  himself 
that  stood  pre-eminent  among  those  who  dared  to  assert  their 
belief  and  their  love  for  the  Masonic  Institution.  I  refer  to 
the  late  Father  Taft,  as  he  is  called,  of  Pawtucket,  who  dared, 
at  a  time  when  the  coward  slunk  away  from  public  disfavor,  to 
stand  up  in  our  neighboring  city  and  give  the  toast  "  Masonry 
and  Religion  :  That  which  God  has  joined  together  let  no  man 
put  asunder."  Let  his  bright  example  stand  as  an  offset  for 
the  weaklings  who  could  not  withstand  the  force  of  popular 
clamor.  Perhaps  we  may  not  altogether  understand  the  pres- 
sure that  may  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon  those  four 
who  yielded  to  the  popular  clamor  against  Freemasonry.  But 
it  could  not  wipe  out  our  Order.  That  persecution  was  un- 
able of  itself  to  even  weaken  the  Order  to  which  we  belong. 
It  did  for  a  time  depress,  but  the  principles  upon  which  our 
Order  was  built  were  such  that  it  could  only  be  for  a  time,  and 
it  came  out  of  that  fiery  furnace  stronger  than  it  was  before  ; 
and  since  1857,  as  our  historian  has  told  us  to-day,  there  has 
been  a  rapid  increase,  not  only  in  the  numbers  which  have  con- 
nected themselves  with  the  Order  of  Freemasonry,  but  there 
has  been  drawn  to  it  a  kind  of  men  that  have  added  to  the  efful- 
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gcnce  of  the  rays  that  have  adorned  our  institution,  by  reason 
of  their  intelligence  and  of  their  character.  So  that  to-day  we 
stand  in  a  position  where  we  can  defy  the  enmity  and  the  hatred 
of  bigotry  and  persecution;  and  we  can  say  to  those  that  dare 
to  put  themselves  in  our  opposition,  as  was  said  by  the  orator 
of  the  day,  that  it  will  be  the  worse  for  the  "  coo." 

Brethren,  our  success  has  not  been  accidental;  our  growth 
has  not  been  accidental.  We  have  grown  because  our  institu- 
tion represents  something;  we  have  grown  because  we  have 
shown  to  the  world  that  we  are  a  factor  in  the  improvement 
.and  condition  of  our  people;  we  have  grown  to  the  state  in 
which  we  are  because  we  have  shown  to  the  world  that  the  prin- 
ciples which  we  profess  and  try  to  act  upon,  have  done  some- 
thing for  the  uplifting  of  the  human  race,  and  have  added  some- 
thing to  that  which  has  made  our  world  and  our  people  the  bet- 
ter. Our  Grand  Lodge  represents  those  principles;  and  I  give 
you,  therefore,  at  this  time,  "  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Is- 
r  land  "  :  a  Grand  Lodge  that  has  held  itself  to  the  prerogatives 
of  the  Grand  Master  as  they  existed  in  the  past;  a  Grand  Lodge 
which  has  preserved,  or  endeavored  to  preserve,  the  landmarks 
of  Masonry.  And  I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  at 
this  time  one  who  has  faith  in  those  prerogatives,  who  has  faith 
in  the  preservation  of  the  landmarks  of  Masonry,  who  has 
worthily  borne  the  jewel  that  you  have  placed  upon  him,  this 
being  his  third  year.  I  present  our  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master,  Dr.  Kenyon. 

Grand  Master  Kenyon:  Most  Worshipful  Toastmaster  and 
Brethren:  In  rising  to  respond  to  the  toast  which  has  been 
given  me,  after  the  very  flattering  manner  in  which  I  have  been 
presented,  I  assure  you  I  am  keenly  sensible  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  task  that  has  been  imposed  upon  me  to  respond  at  this 
time  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  While  I  fully  rec- 
ognize, my  brethren,  the  fitness  and  propriety  of  being  called 
up  for  that  purpose,  I  cannot  but  regret  a  lack  of  fluency  on 
my  part  to  do  the  subject  justice. 

You  have  already  heard  much  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island  to-day.  Our  historian  has  given  you,  in  a  brief  and  con- 
cise manner,  a  very  accurate  and  correct  account  of  its  history 
for  the  past  one  hundred  years.    You  have  also  listened  with 
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pleasure  to  the  stirring  address  of  the  orator  of  the  occasion, 
who>  1  am  sure,  has  filled  your  minds  with  enthusiasm  on  the 
subject  of  Freemasonry.  There  seems  to  be  but  little  left  for 
me  to  say.  Our  Grand  Lodge  has  survived  during  the  past  one 
hundred  years,  and  has  become  a  venerable  centenarian.  It 
holds  and  maintains,  with  dignity  and  decorum,  its  position  in 
the  chain  of  Grand  Lodges  throughout  the  world,  or  such  por- 
tions of  it  as  we  are  in  communication  with.  It  has,  as  its  con- 
stituents, Lodges  whose  members  are  earnest  and  zealous  in  the 
cause.  In  our  own  little  State,  with  a  territory  but  small,  we 
have  at  present  36  Lodges,  varying  in  membership  from  four  or 
five  hundred  to  fifty  or  sixty  members.  You  have  already  seen, 
my  brethren,  how  they  have  turned  out  to-day  to  celebrate  this 
anniversary.  We  have  been  particularly  favored  in  the  day,  in 
the  weather,  and  in  every  particular.  We  could  not  have  se- 
lected a  better  day  had  we  tried.  We  have  had  a  very  credita- 
ble turn  out  by  the  members  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  there 
being  nearly  50  per  cent,  of  our  entire  membership  in  line  to- 
day. The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  has  reason  to  be 
proud  of  the  Lodges  over  which  it  holds  jurisdiction.  They 
are  composed  of  men  who  are  earnest,  who  are  zealous  in  the 
cause  of  Freemasonry,  who  believe  in  it,  and  are  in  it  because 
they  do  believe  in  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

We  have  expected,  my  brethren,  at  this  time  more  particularly 
to  listen  to  those  who  have  come  among  us  from  other  jurisdic- 
tions, visitors  who  are  here  with  good  things  to  say  to  you,  and 
we  have  been  inclined  to  let  them  do  most  of  the  talking  while 
we  remain  patient  listeners.  I  don't  propose  to  take  more  of 
your  time.  As  I  said  before,  there  is  very  little  left  for  me  to 
say  after  the  exercises  of  the  day,  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island  except  to  express  the  hope  that  she  may  live  long  and 
prosper. 

M  i"  sic. 

Toastmastcr  Van  Slyck:  Brethren,  we  know  that  there  is  no 
politics  or  sectarianism  in  Masonry  ;  we  know  that,  as  a  result, 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  either  ;  we  know  that  when  we 
enter  a  Lodge  room  we  leave  all  those  things  behind  us  and 
only  recognize  those  matters  which  pertain  to  Masonry,  that 
tend  to  the  upbuilding  of  humanity,  that  tend  to  the  exercise 
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of  that  love  which  has  been  so  well  portrayed  to-day.  But, 
while  that  is  true,  we  also  know  that  we  are  loyal  and  true  to 
the  government  under  which  we  live.  We  know  that,  whenever 
that  government  needs  an  effort  of  sustainment  on  the  part  of 
any  of  its  citizens,  Masons  are  the  first  that  rush  to  its  defense. 
We  also  know  that,  when  our  country  was  threatened,  we 
showed  our  loyalty  by  going  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  State 
and  exposing  ourselves  to  that  which  follows  in  the  carrying  on 
of  war  ;  and  many  of  our  brethren  have  given  their  lives  to  the 
support  of  the  flag  which  we  all  honor.  We  are  loyal  to  govern- 
ment ;  we  are  loyal  to  law  ;  we  are  its  supporters  everywhere 
and  upon  all  occasions  ;  and  the  government,  whether  it  be  of 
the  United  States  or  the  little  State  of  Rhode  Island,  may  know 
that  it  can  always  feel  that  there  is  at  least  one  organization 
that  has  within  it  faithful  defenders  of  that  flag.  Our  own  little 
State  has  its  history,  which  shows  what  we  have  done  in  that 
respect.  That  State  of  which  we  are  so  proud  is  with  us  to- 
night, and  is  represented  by  a  Governor  that  is  worthy  of  its 
history  ;  and  it  is  my  pleasure  to  present  that  Governor  to  you 
to-night,  to  speak  for  Rhode  Island.  I  give  you  "  Rhode  Is- 
land: Loyal  to  everything  that  tends  to  uplift  the  citizens  of 
its  State  and  of  the  Republic  of  the  United  States."  I  pre- 
sent to  you  Governor  Ladd. 

Governor  Ladd :  Most  Worshipful  Toastmaster  and  Gentle- 
men :  You  have  heard  it  said  that  you  have  nothing  to  do  with 
politics  in  your  organization ;  but  I  think  your  toastmaster 
neglected  to  say,  which  you  also  know,  that  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  the  men  who  have  been  advanced  to  important  offices  in 
this  State  have  come  from  your  organization.  I  cannot  say 
that  that  is  my  case,  but  I  can  say  this  :  That  in  my  memory  I 
can  go  back  to  when  I  was  made  a  Mason  in  the  neighboring 
State  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  in  Eureka 
Lodge,  where  I  kept  up  the  payment  of  taxes  for  at  least  ten 
years  ;  and  I  have  regretted  that  time  since  has  not  made  it 
convenient  for  me  to  advance  further  in  that  line. 

The  State  of  Rhode  Island  is  a  small  State,  but  it  is  proud  of 
the  men  who  compose  that  State  ;  and  never  in  my  life  have  I 
been  associated  at  a  dinner  table  with  men  who  have  pleased 
me  so  much  as  the  gentlemen  that  I  see  around  me  here  to- 
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night.  I  know  that  I  am  not  called  upon  here  to  make  a  speech 
on  Masonry,  but  because  officially  I  represent  the  State.  I  am 
very  much  reminded  of  a  story  that  I  heard  recently,  if  I  may 
be  allowed  to  tell  it  here.  It  may  not  be  new  to  some,  but  may 
be  to  others.  A  lady  with  her  child  went  to  the  station  to  go 
to  Oakland  Beach.  And  she  asked  the  time — it  was  then  half- 
past  nine— when  the  next  train  went  to  Oakland  Beach.  The 
man  who  answered  her  stuttered,  and  he  told  her  eleven  o'clock. 
In  the  course  of  a  little  while  she  asked  him  again.  He  replied 
again — the  same  reply.  As  the  passengers  were  collecting  and 
the  train  was  backing  into  the  station,  and  the  passengers  were 
taking  their  seats  in  the  train,  she  again  went  to  him  and  asked 
what  time  the  train  left.  He  very  politely  replied,  "  Madam, 
why  is  it  that  you  have  asked  me  so  many  times  ?  I  have  told 
you  each  time."  She  said  "Yes,  I  know  very  well  ;  but  my 
boy  likes  to  see  your  mouth  go."  One  pleasure  I  have  in 
being  here  to-night  is  that  it  is  my  most  esteemed  friend, 
your  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  who  presides  at  this  meet- 
ing. He  has  said  to  you  that  you  are  here  to  listen  to  distin- 
guished men  from  outside  of  your  State  who  are  connected 
with  your  organization  ;  so  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  have 
been  introduced  not  so  much  to  see  my  mouth  go  as  to  see  me. 

I  thank  you  for  inviting  me  here,  and  am  pleased  with  the 
large  attendance.  I  have  been  in  this  room  a  great  many  times, 
and  I  remember  the  Commercial  Club  of  which  I  am  very  proud; 
but  we  never  had  a  meeting  which  occupied  the  whole  room. 
This  is  the  first  one,  I  think,  that  Mr.  Humphrey  ever  gave  in 
this  room  when  some  part  of  the  room  was  not  cut  off.  I  con- 
gratulate you  on  your  large  attendance  to-night,  on  your  delight- 
ful meeting,  on  your  one  hundredth  anniversary,  and  now  I  will 
leave  the  others  to  tell  their  good  story. 

Music—"  Hail  to  the  Chief." 

Toasimaster  Van  Slyck:  One  evidence  of  the  importance  and 
the  belief  in  the  importance  of  the  institution  is  the  fact  that 
different  jurisdictions  within  different  States  are  claiming  to  be 
the  first  organization  of  Grand  Lodge  or  of  Masonry  in  some 
form  or  other.  Some  claim  to  be  the  first  in  organization,  which 
is  disputed  by  others.  And  I  was  in  hopes  to-night  of  having 
representatives  of  two  of  the  jurisdictions  in  the  United  States 
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here,  who  might  discuss  for  our  edification  the  question  of  sen- 
iority of  organizations.  But  a  deficiency  on  the  part  of  Mas- 
sachusetts prevents  me  from  doing  that,  and  I  am  therefore 
compelled  to  call  upon  a  representive  of  the  other  principal 
jurisdiction  that  claims  to  be  the  senior  in  organization  of 
Grand  Lodge.  I  expect  from  him  a  defense  of  the  claim  of  that 
Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  I  shall  not  ask  him  to  deal  leniently 
with  Massachusetts,  for  her  absence  shall  not  prove  her  protec- 
tion against  the  charge  of  that  jurisdiction.  Pennsylvania 
claims  to  be  the  State  that  has  the  oldest  organization  of  Grand 
Lodge,  dating  from  1732.  Massachusetts  claims  something 
ahead  of  that,  but  Pennsylvania  says,  44  No  ;  you  are  a  year 
younger.  We  were  born  a  year  before  you  were  born,  and  you 
must  stand  as  a  younger  brother  or  sister,  as  you  choose  to  call 
it."  I  therefore  shall  call  upon  the  representative  of  the  juris- 
diction of  Pennsylvania,  a  State  that  has  contributed  much  to 
the  glory  and  the  magnificence  of  Freemasonry  and  of  the 
Orders  that  have  been  connected  with  it;  a  State  that  has  held 
on  to  the  prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters ;  a  State  that  has  been 
true,  or  endeavored  at  least  to  be  true,  to  the  landmarks  of 
Freemasonry  ;  a  State  that  stands  to-day  as  a  Freemason  State 
unequalled  by  any  other,  I  care  not  which  it  may  be.  And  that 
State,  proud  as  it  may  be  of  its  Freemasonry,  is  represented 
here  to-night  by  one  who  is  able  to  speak  for  it  and  to  lay  be- 
fore you  the  glories  of  that  jurisdiction.  I  present  to  you  the 
Most  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania,  our  Brother  McCalla. 

Past  Grand  Master  McCalla  :  Most  Worshipful  Toastmaster, 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  and  Brethren  :  I  assure  you  I 
feel  very  proud  to  stand  in  this  presence  to-night,  a  presence 
composed  of  the  elite  of  the  Fraternity  and  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Rhode  Island,  from  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  Masons  and  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  from  the 
leaders  in  all  the  higher  vocations  of  life,  down  to  those  more 
humble  perhaps  in  position,  but  all  of  them  are  actuated  by 
the  fundamental  principles  of  Freemasonry. 

My  Brethren,  I  congratulate  you  especially  upon  the  exceed- 
ingly happy  performance  of  the  ceremonies  of  to-day.  This  St. 
John's  day  has  been  denominated  a  day  of  light  and  of  roses, 


Digitized  by  Google 


704  CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION. 

and  indeed  it  has  been  to-day  a  day  of  light.  Upon  this  day, 
as  you  know,  which  is  the  longest  in  the  year,  old  Sol  from  early 
morn  until  late  eve  has  been  shedding  his  rays  upon  us  ;  and  it 
is  also  a  day  of  roses.  And  this  reminds  me  that  your  own 
Roger  Williams  said  that  the  reason  why  Rhode  Island  was  so 
called  was  from  the  Isle  of  Rhodes,  signifying  the  island  of 
roses.  And  surely,  whether  or  not  you  are  distinguished  above 
other  portions  of  the  country  in  roses,  there  is  certainly  here 
the  perfume  of  a  sweet  and  lovely  spirit;  the  aroma  of  charity 
which  suffereth  long  and  is  kind,  and  the  sweetness  of  fraternity 
which  binds  this  large  company  of  brethren  into  one  society, 
among  whom  there  is  no  contention  except  that  emulation  as  to 
who  can  best  work  and  best  agree. 

Brethren,  I  don't  know  how  you  have  been  affected  by  the 
ceremony  and  the  addresses  of  to-day;  but  I  confess  that,  after 
listening  attentively  to  all  of  the  speeches  and  witnessing  all  of 
the  ceremonies,  I  have  felt  that  particulars  are  swallowed  in 
generalities.  I  have  felt  that  the  less  is  absorbed  in  the  greater. 
I  have  felt  not  only  that  the  individual  Mason  is  absorbed,  or  is 
better  represented,  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  but,  more  than  that,  I 
have  felt  that  the  Grand  Lodge  is  swallowed  up  in  the  world- 
wide fraternity  which  extends  around  the  globe.  I  will  tell  you 
why.  The  distinguished  historian  of  to-day  focused  upon  our 
view  the  events  of  one  hundred  years — one  hundred  years  in 
Rhode  Island.  How  delightful  it  was  to  hear  from  his  lips  an 
account  of  the  beginning,  the  continuing  and  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction.  But  we  had  more  than 
that.  The  orator  of  the  day  was  not  satisfied  with  taking 
merely  one  hundred  years.  No  pent-up  Utica  contracted  his 
powers,  but  the  boundless  universe  was  his;  and  he  took  us,  not 
merely  back  one  hundred  years,  not  merely  back  one  thousand 
years,  but  even  to  the  beginning  of  time.  He  took  us  back  to 
that  first  tiled  Lodge,  and  where,  by  the  way,  the  first  impostor 
appeared  in  the  person  of  Satan.  Therefore  I  feel,  not  merely 
that  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  Masonic  world,  but  also  that  I  am  a 
citizen  of  the  Masonic  ages,  because  we  have  had  all  of  those 
ages  spread  before  us.  Therefore  I  can  hardly  think  of  confin- 
ing myself  to  the  little  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania.  True,  it 
extends  350  miles  in  one  direction  and  250  in  another;  true,  it 
has  now  400  active  Lodges  and  42,000  affiliated  Freemasons; 
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true,  it  has  established  Lodges  at  one  time  or  another  in  all  of 
the  Middle  States  except  New  York,  in  all  of  the  Southern 
States  and  in  the  greater  part  of  the  Western  States;  and  there- 
fore we  claim  honestly  the  right  to  be  considered  the  mother  of 
Freemasonry  in  America.  But  this  jurisdiction,  when  compared 
with  all  other  jurisdictions,  is  small.  We  are  not  merely  mem- 
bers of  one  Lodge  or  of  one  Grand  Lodge,  but  we  are  mem- 
bers of  a  fraternity  which  extends  around  the  globe;  so  that 
when  I  come  here,  as  I  do  to-day  for  the  first  time,  my  hand  is 
taken  and  I  am  greeted  as  a  brother  Mason. 

And  here  let  me  say  a  word,  Brother  Toastmaster  and  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master,  for  one  whose  name  is  held  above 
every  name  in  Rhode  Island — Roger  Williams.  Although  he 
was  not  a  Mason,  as  I  am  informed,  still  there  is  many  a  man 
who  is  a  Mason  in  his  heart  who  has  not  been  connected  with 
the  Fraternity.  And  therefore  we  can  claim,  and  I  do  claim, 
that  Roger  Williams  evinced  a  true  Masonic  spirit  when  he 
landed  on  these  shores,  and  when  he  predicated  those  princi- 
ples which  from  the  beginning  insured  the  prosperity  and  the 
present  fine  condition  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Rhode  Island. 
Roger  Williams  was  an  all-round  man.  In  the  first  place,  in  his 
early  life  he  was  a  stenographer,  when  stenography  was  almost 
unknown.  He  took  stenographic  notes  in  Star  Chamber  and 
other  proceedings.  He  was  a  student  at  law  of  that  master  of 
masters  of  law,  Sir  Edward  Coke.  He  was  afterwards  connec- 
ted by  regular  entry  with  the  *Church  of  England.  He  was 
admitted  to  holy  orders  in  the  Church  of  England,  and  then  he 
came  to  this  country  and  landed  in  Massachusetts  Bay.  But,  for 
some  reason  or  other,  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  said  that  he  was  only  a  so-called  minister  of  the  gospel; 
that  he  was  not  duly  constituted  a  minister  of  the  gospel;  and 
they  would  have  none  of  him,  and  they  banished  him,  and  he 
came  to  Rhode  Island.  Well,  he  might  have  been  according  to 
their  standard  only  a  so-called  minister  of  the  gospel,  he  might 
not  have  been  duly  constituted  according  to  their  shibboleth, 
but  he  was  warranted  a  minister  of  the  gospel  by  Providence. 
He  had  Providence  in  his  heart;  he  exemplified  Providence  in 
his  life,  and  he  founded  this  city  of  Providence  on  this  goodly 
Narragansett  Bay.  And  here  to-night  his  descendants— because 
I  am  informed  that  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  of  this  Grand 
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Lodge  is  a  descendant  of  Roger  Williams, —  not  only  his  lineal 
descendants  but  his  intellectual  descendants,  are  here  to  greet 
us  and  say,  as  the  Indian  said  when  he  first  landed  on  these 
shores,  "What  cheer!"  "What  cheer,"  say  you?  Why,  three 
cheers  for  the  three  degrees  of  ancient,  free  and  approved 
Masonry,  and  three  times  three  for  Freemasonry  wherever 
dispersed  around  this  globe. 

Brethren,  I  came  here  to  night  not  only  of  my  own  volition, 
— because  I  owe  more  than  I  care  to  say  to  your  distinguished 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master, — but  I  came  here  especially 
deputized  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  said,  *'  I  cannot  go.  I  have  promised  to  constitute  a  Lodge 
on  this  St.  John's  day,  and  I  cannot  go  back  of  my  word.  But 
you  must  go,  and,  moreover,"  he  said,  "  you  shall  go."  Now  the 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Pennsylvania  has  a  power  that  cer- 
tainly is  without — I  won't  say  without  a  peer,  although  it  hasn't 
many  peers  among  the  jurisdictions  of  this  country;  but  there 
is  no  Grand  Master  that  has  superior  powers  to  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  Pennsylvania,  and  when  his  edict  goes  forth  there  is  no 
setting  it  aside.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  in  solemn 
quarterly  communication,  not  long  since,  decided  that  the  edict 
of  a  Grand  Master  of  Masons  has  the  force  of  Masonic  law, 
and  must  be  obeyed.  And,  therefore,  with  that  edict  staring 
me  in  the  face,  even  had  my  face  been  turned  in  the  other  direc- 
tion, Most  Worshipful  Sir,  I  should  have  turned  around  imme- 
diately and  taken  the  earliest  train  to  Rhode  Island. 

1  shall  not  enter,  Most  Worshipful  Sir,  upon  that  subject  to 
which  you  invite  my  attention.  If  my  distinguished  brother 
Nickerson  were  here  I  should  be  pleased  to  have  a  few  words 
with  him,  because  it  is  a  favorite  subject  of  his;  but  in  his 
absence  I  would  not  think  of  discussing  any  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject. But  there  is  one  historical  fact  that  I  find  is  not  as  famil- 
iar as  it  might  be  to  some  of  the  brethren  here.  We  have  in 
Philadelphia,  not  only  in  custody,  but  in  the  hands  of  an  impar- 
tial witness,  to- wit,  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
treasurer's  minutes  of  the  charge  and  discharge  of  the  earliest 
Subordinate  Lodge  in  this  country.  It  dates  from  June  24, 
1731,  and  runs  on  continuously  to  1738.  It  contains  the  records 
of  fifty  prominent  Freemasons,  members  of  the  first  families  in 
Philadelphia  at  that  time.    And  such  has  been  the  tenacity  with 
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which  the  first  families  of  Philadelphia  have  held  their  grip  upon 
society,  upon  government,  upon  art,  upon  education,  that  like 
the  first  families  of  Virginia,  they  still  are  in  the  lead  to  day  in 
all  those  things.  And  those  brethren  are  upon  this  record. 
They  were  members  of  this  Lodge,  and  we  are  most  proud  that 
we  have  a  definite  record  that  may  not  be  gainsaid;  and  a  part 
of  it  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Benjamin  Franklin  himself,  whose 
name  has  a  charm  for  Masons  as  well  as  for  Americans.  And, 
strange  to  say,  just  as  Roger  Williams  was  banished  from  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay  and  came  to  these  Providence  Plantations,  so 
Benjamin  Franklin  was  virtually  driven  from  Boston  by  the 
hard  dealing  of  his  brethren,  and  came  to  Philadelphia  and 
found  abundant  entrance  into  our  hearts  and  into  our  homes. 
He  lived  there,  he  died  there,  he  lies  buried  there.  He  served 
as  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Pennsylvania,  and  there  is  no 
name  that  we  hold  in  higher  repute,  just  as  I  have  no  doubt 
you  honor  his  name,  than  that  of  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Music. 

Toastmaster  Van  Slyck :  Some  of  us  know  that  when  we  get 
a  case  in  New  Jersey  that  sustains  a  position  that  may  be  taken 
in  court,  particularly  if  it  be  in  chancery,  we  have  got  something 
upon  which  we  can  rely.  While  that  is  true  in  the  profession 
to  which  I  belong,  it  is  also  true  in  Masonry.  When  we  get 
anything  from  New  Jersey  we  feel  that  we  are  standing  upon 
solid  rock.  And  therefore  it  is  that  at  this  time  it  seems  desira- 
ble to  hear  from  a  representative  of  that  State,— one  who  can 
do  for  New  Jersey  what  has  just  been  done  for  Pennsylvania. 
1  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  Most  Worshipful  Bro. 
Robert  M.  Moore  of  New  Jersey,  Past  Grand  Master. 

Past  Grand  Master  Moore:  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Toast- 
master,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  you  brethren  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  :  It  is  always  my  luck  to 
follow  such  a  man  as  McCalla;  and,  while  I  don't  pretend  to 
compare  myself  to  the  Greek  hero  Epaminondas  who,  when  he 
was  informed  that  the  spears  of  the  Turks  were  so  numerous 
as  to  darken  the  sun,  said  to  his  three  hundred,  "  then  we  will 
fight  and  die  in  the  shade,"  yet  that  is  all  that  I  can  do  for  you 
to-night. 
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This  is  the  fifth  Grand  Lodge  centennial  that  it  has  been  my 
privilege  and  pleasure  to  attend;  and  I  thought,  while  sitting 
here  to-night,  of  the  long  ago  when  I,  a  little  barefooted  boy 
with  an  old-fashioned  fishing  rod,  a  twine  line  and  a  crooked 
pin,  used  to  go  out  trying  to  catch  trout,  get  weary  of  the  busi- 
ness and  sit  down;  and  I  thought  of  one  longing  that  was 
greater  than  any  other  longing  of  my  early  days,. and  that  was, 
remembering  the  histories  of  the  past  that  I  had  read,  I  had  an 
innate  desire  to  live  in  the  greatest  generation  that  the  sun  had 
shone  on  since  the  first  Masonic  Lodge  was  tyled,  after  the  Ma- 
sonic members  of  the  Lodge  had  been  turned  out  and  expelled. 

There  is  one  thing  I  want  to  say  here.  I  have  been  very 
much  amused  when  I  have  heard  some  of  our  Masonic  orators 
talking  of  the  first  Lodge  held  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  because 
there  was  a  Tyler.  Well,  if  the  brethren  will  only  stop  and 
think  for  a  moment,  the  members  of  that  Lodge  after  the  Lodge 
was  tyled  must  have  been  angels  only,  because  the  interloper 
alluded  to  by  McCalla  had  done  his  work  and  left,  and  poor 
Adam,  the  other  member  of  the  Lodge,  had  to  leave  too,  and 
the  Tyler  was  kept  on  guard  to  keep  the  suspended  Masons 
from  returning  immediately.    He  forgot  to  tell  you  that. 

One  thing  that  I  have  been  impressed  with  in  attending  these 
centennials  is  the  fact  that  Masonry  is  composed  of  the  picked 
men  of  the  communities  in  which  they  live;  and,  while  I  am 
not  much  of  a  mathematician,  I  have  found  that  the  percentage 
in  Gideon's  band  was  somewhere  about  twenty  or  twenty-five 
per  cent.  I  don't  know  whether  there  is  any  coincidence  in  this 
or  not;  but  talking  with  an  intimate  friend,  who  is  a  brother 
Mason,  he  said  that  he  would  be  very  glad  if  every  man  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  was  made  a  Mason,  and  I  said  then  to  him,  as 
I  say  now,  Masonry  only  needs  picked  men,  and  picked  Masons 
can  accomplish  more  for  God  and  for  humanity. 

Of  all  the  centennials  I  have  attended,  this  has  been  the  most 
delightful:  and  of  all  the  elegant  looking  gentlemen  that  I  have 
met,  the  brethren  in  Rhode  Island  surpass  them  all.  I  think  if 
I  were  a  girl  and  wanted  to  pick  out  a  good  looking  husband, 
I  would  somehow  obtain  an  introduction  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
look  over  the  crowd  and  pick  the  best  looking  fellow  there,  and 
tlu-n  believe  that  I  had  the  best  one  in  the  community  or  in  the 
State  in  which  he  lived. 
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I  have  not  prepared  any  set  speech.  I  knew  Bro.  McCalla 
was  going  to  talk,  and  that  there  would  be  no  show  for  me; 
that  he  would  indulge  in  the  sweetness  and  perfume  of  the  roses. 
The  last  time  I  heard  him  talk  about  flowers  it  was  the  lilies — 
for  there  are  lilies  in  Pennsylvania  outside  of  the  coal  district, 
you  know.  But  I  have  learned  some  things  to-night.  The  last 
centennial  I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  Bro.  Nickerson  was 
present.  As  a  consequence,  McCalla  was  sick  and  couldn't 
come.  Since  then  McCalla  has  become  fortified  on  Liber  B, 
and  Nickerson  has  an  engagement  in  Boston.  And  the  contro- 
versy as  it  stands  is  rather  amusing,  and  all  because  of  a  missing 
manuscript  of  my  predecessor,  the  first  Grand  Master  in  these 
United  States,  the  first  Grand  Master  that  presided  in  New 
Jersey,  Most  Worshipful  Bro.  Cox.  And  we  New  Jersey  fel- 
lows listen  to  Massachusetts  and  to  Pennsylvania  in  reference 
to  their  Grand  Lodge  affairs,  and  we  sit  quietly  down  and  say, 
"  We  had  the  first  Grand  Master,  anyway."  And  all  Pennsylva- 
nia has  to  do  is  to  unearth  a  document  signed  by  Grand  Master 
Cox,  and  Massachusetts  is  silent  forever  after  that  as  to  who 
had  the  first  charter  of  a  Grand  Lodge. 

Now  the  hour  is  late,  and  my  train  is  going  in  a  few  moments. 
I  cannot  enlighten  you  very  much,  my  brethren.  It  is  sufficient 
.  to  say,  for  New  Jersey,  that  it  is  the  land  of  the  mosquito  and 
of  pine  barrels,  and,  as  far  as  its  Masonry  goes,  it  is  founded 
upon  the  rock  of  truth,  a  rock  as  sound  and  as  strong  and 
enduring  as  the  granite  of  Rhode  Island.  We  believe  in  the 
prerogatives  of  the  Grand  East.  We  don't  go  quite  so  far  as 
Pennsylvania  does,  because,  in  reality,  the  Grand  Master  of 
Pennsylvania  is  a  Pope,  and  we  in  New  Jersey  don't  believe  in 
infallibility;  but  we  nestle  under  the*  wing  of  Pennsylvania  be- 
cause she  has  been  true  to  Masonic  teachings.  She,  of  all  the 
Grand  Lodges  in  these  United  States,  has  ever  argued  that 
there  is  a  Masonic  why  for  every  Masonic  wherefore,  and,  what- 
ever views  of  Masonry  are  held  by  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey 
heartily  concurs  in  every  one  of  them.  How  can  we  do  any- 
thing else  when  such  a  Grand  Jurisdiction  as  produces  in  the 
same  generation  a  Fox  and  a  McCalla  furnishes  them  to  us. 
New  Jersey  believes  in  Masonry;  it  believes  in  Masonry  in  its 
different  forms,  social  and  moral;  and  New  Jersey  Masons  hold, 
—and  this  without  in  the  least  derogating  from  the  church  of 
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the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  its  influence  on  the  present  and  past 
centuries, — that  Masonry  has  had  more  to  do  with  the  shaping 
of  the  thought  of  the  centuries  of  the  past  and  the  century  in 
which  we  live  than  any  other  merely  human  institution  that  has 
ever  existed  upon  this  world  of  ours.  And  to  look  around  upon 
these  clean-cut,  intellectual  faces  that  are  before  me  to-night, 
that  is  proof  enough.  I  tell  you  a  real  Mason,  although  he  may 
not  be  a  handsome  man  after  the  Greek  requirement,  has  so 
imbibed  the  spirit  of  truth  itself  that  it  shines  out  of  his  face, 
and  it  makes  him  a  good-looking  man  in  spite  of  himself. 

We  have  had  our  centennial,  and  we  were  very  sorry  that  no 
representatives  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  were  pres- 
ent at  that  time.  I  am  very  glad  that  I  am  here  to-night,  and 
primarily  I  am  here  because  of  the  fact  that  I  fell  in  love  with 
the  handsomest  gentleman  whom  I  met — McCalla  was  at  home 
that  night — at  the  centennial  in  Connecticut.  It  was  my  be- 
loved Brother  Kenvon.  And  when  he  said  to  me,  "  You  will 
come  to  my  Centennial,"  I  said.  "  Yes."  I  didn't  figure  up  to 
see  whether  I  had  got  to  wait  ten  or  twenty-five  years,  but  I 
said  "yes;"  and,  when  I  received  this  invitation,  I  said,  44 1  am 
going  to  keep  my  promise."  This  has  been  the  most  delightful 
of  all  the  centennials  I  have  attended,  and  I  hope  you  will  live 
to  attend  a  great  many  more;  but  I  don't  want  to  be  here  a 
hundred  years  from  now,  when  you  celebrate  your  two-hun- 
dredth.   I  thank  you,  Most  Worshipful. 

Mi:  sic. 

Toast 'master  Van  Slyck :  Brethren,  we  have  heard  nothing 
from  New  England  except'  from  our  own  brethren.  The  fault 
is  not  ours  that  the  voice  of  New  England  has  not  been  heard 
to-night.  I  said,  a  little  while  since,  that  we  missed  Massachu- 
setts. Massachusetts,  I  may  say  now,  has  not  missed  an  expo- 
nent. 

My  brother  referred  to  the  fact  that  Masonry  stood  upon  the 
granite  of  Rhode  Island.  We  are  not  known  as  the  Granite 
State;  it  is  another  of  the  New  England  States.  1  now  have 
the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  one  who  represents  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Granite  State,  our  Worshipful  Brother  Finder,  of 
New  Hampshire. 
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Brother  Finder :  Most  Worshipful  and  Brethren,  it  seems  to 
me  the  drop  is  very  sudden  from  Grand  Masters  and  Past  Grand 
Masters  to  that  of  a  poor  substitute,  as  I  am  only  Deputy  Grand 
Master  of  New  Hampshire.  I  certainly  expected  to  find  New 
Hampshire  represented  by  her  Grand  Master.  If  that  had  not 
been  the  case  your  humble  servant  would  not  have  been  here, 
although  it  has  been  a  visit  of  exquisite  pleasure.  New  Hamp- 
shire, which  I  have  the  honor  of  representing,  is  modest  in  her 
Masonic  claims,  like  her  granite  hills;  and  that  modesty  you 
will  find  personified  in  your  humble  servant.  It  seems  to  me 
that  I  feel  just  about  like  asking  the  question  when  does  the 
train  go  to  Oakland  Beach,  because  it  can't  be  of  any  great 
benefit  to  you  for  me  to  attempt  to  make  any  remarks  after 
those  who  have  preceded  me;  but  I  feel  that  I  would  not  per- 
form the  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Is- 
land for  the  pleasure  which  I  have  experienced  in  accepting 
her  very  kind  invitation  to  be  with  you  this  evening. 

It  is  always  pleasant  for  me  to  meet  with  the  representative 
men  of  any  State  or  of  any  community,  and  I  certainly  find 
them  here  to-night.  We  have  often  heard  it  remarked  that 
Rhode  Island  is  a  small  State,  but,  if  I  may  judge  by  what  I 
see  around  me,  it  would  seem  to  me  that,  if  I  was  going  to 
guess,  I  should  guess  that  Rhode  Island  was  about  as  large  as 
Bro.  McCalla  has  made  out  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  I  regret 
exceedingly  that  1  am  the  humble  representative  from  New 
Hampshire,  because  I  think  that  had  the  Grand  Master  been 
present  he  would  have  been  entertaining  to  you;  but  I  am  in 
hopes  that,  if  I  can  grow  in  Masonry  and  in  talent,  by  the  time 
I  get  to  be  the  Past  Grand  Master  I  may  be  able  to  make  some 
remarks  a  little  better  than  I  do  at  present.  At  all  the  banquets 
that  I  have  attended,  the  presiding  officer  has  seemed  a  sort  of 
executioner  who  has  been  willing  to  make  others  talk,  but  has 
never  been  willing  to  make  any  remarks  himself;  but  I  find  to- 
night that  your  toastmaster  is  not  that  kind  of  a  man.  He  is 
willing  to  do  his  share  of  the  talking  and  does  it  in  excellent 
shape,  and  in  that  he  far  surpasses  any  toastmaster  that  I  ever 
sat  with. 

We  have  all  listened  to-day  to  remarks  about  the  anti-Masonic 
crusade  and  all  those  things,  and  we  have  been  guaranteed  that 
Masonry  will  continue.     As  long  as  the  Masonic  brethren 
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throughout  the  universe  continue,  the  reputation  of  the  Rhode 
Island  brethren  will  continue;  for  a  Rhode  Island  Mason  is 
known  the  world  over.  As  long  as  these  things  continue,  it 
seems  to  me  that  there  will  be  no  probability  of  Masonry  going 
under.  I  have  been  very  much  pleased  with  the  entertainment 
of  the  day.  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island  for  this  kind  invitation,  and  I  trust  that  I  shall 
be  able  to  meet  with  you  at  some  future  day. 

Music. 

Toastmaster  Van  Siyck :  Brethren,  I  now  propose  to  depart  a 
little  from  the  programme  which  I  have  followed,  and  to  call 
upon  a  representative  of  but  one  Lodge  in  the  State.  Had  St. 
John's  Lodge  of  Newport,  been  represented  here  to-night,  I 
should  have  called  upon  the  representative  of  that  Lodge  to 
speak  for  it  and  for  the  Subordinate  Lodges  of  the  State,  i 
give  you,  therefore,  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  i,  of  Providence,  and 
I  shall  present  to  you  a  Past  Master  of  that  Lodge,  Worshipful 
Brother  Walter  B.  Vincent— or  one  who  should  be  a  Past  Mas- 
ter of  that  Lodge. 

Brother  Vincent:  Mr.  Toastmaster  and  Brethren:  I  have 
always  been  of  the  opinion  that  I  deserved  a  great  many  nice 
things,  and  when  the  toastmaster  undertook  to  introduce  me 
as  the  Worshipful  Past  Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge  I  was  more 
than  ever  convinced  of  that  fact.  I  have  no  doubt  I  deserve 
it,  but  the  brethren  never  seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opinion  as 
myself. 

I  certainly  and  seriously  esteem  it  a  great  honor  to  be  called 
upon  to  respond  to  a  toast  of  this  character.  It  is  indeed  an 
honor  to  be  called  upon  to  respond  for  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  i, 
in  the  town  of  Providence,  and,  had  I  had  any  intimation  pre- 
vious to  five  or  ten  minutes  ago,  that  I  was  to  be  so  called  upon, 
I  should  have  endeavored  to  prepare  myself  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  do  somewhere  near  justice  to  that  honorable  and  ancient 
body  of  Freemasons.  I  remember  very  well,  before  I  became 
a  Mason  at  all,  that  I  sought  the  advice  of  a  Mason  who  was  a 
member  of  another  Lodge.  He  is  here  present  to-night,  but  I 
will  not  speak  his  name  as  that  might  not  be  proper  under  the 
circumstances;   but  I  asked  his  advice  as  to  what  Lodge  I 
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should  join.  He  said  to  me,  "There  are  many  Lodges  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  and  a  number  in  the  city  of  Providence, 
and  I  am  a  member  of  such  and  such  a  Lodge;  but,  if  I  was  in 
your  place,  I  would  join  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  i,  in  the  town  of 
Providence."  I  took  his  advice  and  joined  that  Lodge,  and  I 
have  never  had  cause  from  that  day  to  this  to  regret  it;  but  I 
have  always  been  satisfied  with  the  choice  which  I  made,  or, 
rather,  the  choice  that  my  friend  made  for  me.  It  is  indeed  a 
satisfaction  to  belong  to  a  Lodge  which  dates  back  one  hundred 
and  thirty-four  years.  The  charter  and  the  records  of  that 
Lodge  are  in  existence  to-day;  and  if  there  is  any  Mason  fcere 
to-day,  a  member  of  any  Lodge  in  this  country,  who  can  show 
a  charter  and  records  that  date  any  farther  back  than  that,  we 
shall  be  very  glad  to  appoint  a  committee  to  visit  his  Lodge  and 
examine  them  to  see  if  they  are  genuine. 

We  have  heard,  and  very  pleasantly,  too,  from  Perinsylvania 
and  New  Jersey.  Pennsylvania  has  told  us  more  about  Roger 
Williams  ftian  we  ever  knew  before,  and  New  Jersey  has  satis- 
fied us  as  to  what  constitutes  the  true  beauty  of  a  person.  We 
have  learned  to-night  that  it  is  the  principles  of  Masonry  shin- 
ing through  their  countenances  that  really  constitute  the  true 
beauty;  and  I  am  very  glad  to  know  that,  and  I  shall  rely  on  it 
in  the  future. 

We  are  also  somewhat  disappointed  that  Massachusetts  is  not 
represented;  but  we  have  all  heard  that  whatever  is,  is  for  the 
best,  and  perhaps  if  Massachusetts  were  only  here,  and  we  had 
entered  into  this  discussion  which  has  been  referred  to,  we 
shouldn't  any  of  us  get  home  to-night.  I  am  not  fortunate 
enough  to  be  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge;  notwithstanding, 
I  think  it  is  a  very  respectable  and  very  fine  body.  It  may  be 
difficult  for  the  brethren  to  understand  how  it  can  be  so  under 
the  circumstances. 

As  I  said  before,  I  did  not  come  here  prepared  to  say  any- 
thing to  you  at  all,  and  what  I  have  said  to  you  is  simply  upon 
the  impulse  of  the  moment.  I  do  really  and  seriously  esteem 
it  an  honor  to  be  called  upon  to  respond  for  St.  John's  Lodge, 
and  I  wish  I  could  do  so  in  better  form.  I  thank  you  for  listen- 
ing to  me,  and  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  we  are  a  little  older 
in  Masonry  in  Rhode  Island  than  they  are  anywhere  else  in  the 
country. 
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M  i- sic. 

Toastmastcr  Van  Slyck :  Brethren,  I  need  not  remind  you 
how  much  we  are  indebted  to  the  sub-committee  which  was 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  this  banquet.  I  need  not  say  any- 
thing to  you  of  how  successful  that  committee  has  been  in  pro- 
viding for  us  this  entertainment.  It  speaks  for  itself,  so  far  as 
two  members  of  the  committee  are  concerned,  and  I  have  there- 
fore left  the  deeds  of  the  whole  committee  to  speak  for  them. 
But  there  is  one  member  of  that  committee  who  has  been  as 
active,  and  who  has  done  as  much  as  his  brethren  in  providing 
us  with  this  entertainment,  and  he  has  been  selected  by  the 
toastmaster  and  by  himself  to  speak  for  the  committee.  I  there- 
fore have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  at  this  time  our 
Worshipful  Brother  Henry  C.  Armstrong,  to  speak  for  that  com- 
mittee and  for  this  entertainment. 

Brother  Armstrong :  Most  Worshipful  Toastmaster,  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master  anil  Brethren:  With  a  feeling  of  hes- 
itancy I  arise  in  this  presence;  and,  while  my  words  cannot  in- 
spire like  sparkling  champagne,  or  soothe  like  the  silver  toned 
utterances  of  the  gifted  speakers  to  whom  we  have  listened, 
yet,  if  the  efforts  of  the  banquet  committee  have  pleased  you, 
that  is  our  recompense.  It  was  not  our  purpose  to  say  aught 
to  you,  nor  is  it  our  intention  to  indulge  in  self-praise;  but  we 
are  proud  of  this  recognition,  and  to  our  distinguished  guests 
from  other  jurisdictions  would  say  that  here  on  the  banks  of 
our  beautiful  bay,  whose  shores  tradition  peoples  with  so  many 
familiar  forms,  and  which  opens  its  wide  expanse  so  receptive 
to  the  south  wind  and  the  summer's  sun,  we  have  been  most 
glad  to  assist  in  welcoming  you;  and  we  trust  that  your  sail 
down  the  bay  this  afternoon,  to  taste  the  flavor  of  the  bivalves 
whose  ancestors  made  glad  the  hearts  of  Miantonomi  and  Ca- 
nonicus,  of  King  Philip  and  his  painted  followers,  was  a  joyous 
one.  The  glories  of  Masonry,  its  extended  jurisdiction  and 
great  numerical  strength,  have  so  often  been  told  you  by  learned 
and  eloquent  members  of  the  fraternity  that  little  which  is  really 
new  can  be  said. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  love  of  country  and  loyalty  to 
our  free  institutions.  To  the  older  members  of  the  fraternity, 
we  younger  members  would  say  that  we  know  of  your  deeds  of 
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valor  in  the  defense  of  our  country,  and  can  only  lay  our  hands 
upon  the  hilts  of  your  battle-stained  swords  and  swear  that  our 
country  shall  be  one,  and  a  free  one;  that  the  rights  of  men 
shall  not  only  be  maintained,  but  increased  and  extended;  and 
that  we  are  strong  in  the  faith  that  the  Great  Jehovah  will 
safely  and  surely  guide  our  country  into  her  destined  haven, 
from  amid  the  storms  of  parties  and  the  tempests  of  factions. 

We  are  proud  of  this  banquet  and  the  character  of  the  breth- 
ren present,  and  happy  in  the  consciousness  that  in  the  next 
hundred  years  our  efforts  will  not  be  excelled. 

Toastmaster  Van  Slyck :  Brethren,  this  closes  the  commemo- 
ration of  our  centennial  celebration.  What  has  been  done  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  to-day,  is  now  a  matter  of 
history.  The  plane  that  we  have  reached  is  a  high  one,  as 
compared  with  that  one  from  which  we  started;  but  we  should 
all  feel  that  we  have  not  attained  that  excellence  which  is  within 
our  reach,  the  attainment  of  which  requires  the  individual  effort 
of  every  Mason,  those  of  to-day  as  well  as  those  that  come 
after  us.  I  am  happy  in  the  thought  to-night  that  we  have  only 
reached  a  station  which  shall  be  used  as  a  departure  for  a  still 
higher  station.  The  work  that  we  have  done,  the  good  that  we 
have  accomplished  for  our  people  and  for  humanity,  must  and 
will  be  excelled  if  we  are  only  true  to  ourselves  and  practice 
those  principles  which  we  have  been  taught  are  at  the  founda- 
tion of  Masonry.  That  this  will  be  done  I  verily  believe,  and  I 
believe  the  time  is  soon  coming  when  bigotry  and  prejudice  can 
have  no  effect  upon  the  permanency  of  our  institution.  We 
have  lived,  notwithstanding  the  past;  and,  under  the  blessing 
of  God,  we  will  live  until  we  attain  that  high  rank  when  all  will 
be  willing  to  acknowledge  the  height  to  which  we  shall  attain. 

After  the  formal  sentiments  of  the  evening  had  been  spoken, 
the  toastmaster  referred  to  the  successful  carrying  out  of  the 
plans  laid  down  by  the  Committee  for  the  Centennial  Celebra- 
tion, the  brethren  joined  with  the  band  in  "  Auld  Lang  Syne," 
and  the  formal  exercises  were  declared  closed  by  the  Grand 
Master  as  the  neighboring  church  clock  chimed  "  low  twelve  " 

So  passes  into  history  the  centennial  of  Grand  Lodge  ;  the 
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day  was  a  perfect  one  and  naught  occurred  to  mar  the  happiness 
of  any. 

The  generous  contributions  of  the  Craft  throughout  the  State 
enabled  the  committee  in  charge  to  so  arrange  the  details  that 
the  preparations  for  the  festival  were  well  nigh  perfect,  and  we 
can  truly  say 

"  Ecce  quam  bonum  quam  que  jueuni/um,  habitare  fratrcs  in  unum." 


Grand  Secretary. 
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THE  glories  of  heraldry  were  conspicuous  in  the 
time  of  the  Crusades  and  immediately  following 
that  eventful  period.  Individual  coats  of  arms  were 
adopted  by  princes,  military  leaders,  and  men  of  rank 
whose  armorial  bearings  were  variously  displayed  on 
banners,  seals,  and  ornaments.  The  blazoning  of 
these  coats  of  arms  soon  became  systematized,  and 
regulations  for  the  making  and  using  of  heraldic 
designs  were  prescribed  in  England  and  other  coun- 
tries of  Europe. 

The  arms,  which  were  first  personal,  soon  came  to 
official  significance  as  related  to  governments,  com- 
munities, and  military,  civil,  ecclesiastical,  and  other 
organizations.  There  were  arms  of  dominions,  arms 
of  corporations,  and  of  numerous  companies  formed 
for  business  purposes.  Thus  the  arms  of  the  "  Craft 
and  Fellowship  of  Masons  "  were  originally  granted, 
being  entered  in  the  record  of  such  insignia  at  the 
Visitation  of  London,  1634,  by  Henry  St.  George 
Richmond  The  arms,  said  to  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  1717,  were  as  fol- 
lows :  "  A  field  of  sablys,  a  cheevron  silver  grailed, 
thre  castellis  of  the  same  garnyshed  with  dores  and 
wyndows  of  the  feld,  in  the  cheveron  a  cumpas  of 
Make." 

Dermott  blazoned  the  arms  of  the  Ancient  Masons 
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in  a  pattern  of  much  significance,  viz. :  44  Quarterly  per 
square,  countercharged  vert.  In  the  first  quarter, 
azure,  a  lion  rampant,  or;  in  the  second  quarter,  or, 
an  ox  passant,  sable;  in  the  third  quarter,  or,  a  man 
with  hands  erect,  proper  robed  crimson  and  ermine ; 
•  the  fourth  quarter,  an  eagle  displayed,  or,  Crest,  the 
holy  ark  of  the  covenant  proper,  supported  by  cherub- 
ims."  Motto,  Kodes  la  Adonai  —  Holiness  to  the 
Lord.  From  1813  the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  have  been  a  blending  of  those  of  the  reg- 
ular Grand  Lodge  with  those  of  the  Ancient  Masons, 
symbolizing  the  Union  of  Masons  in  England. 

Grand  Lodges  in  this  country  have  selected  a  coat 
of  arms  or  official  seal — sometimes  with  great  appro- 
priateness, and  sometimes  with  less  regard  to  artistic 
taste  and  fitness.  Subordinate  Lodges  have  frequent- 
ly made  use  of  a  Lodge  device  or  seal  blazoned  with 
some  peculiar  expression  of  symbol  and  legend.  In 
the  jurisdiction  of  Rhode  Island  all  the  Masonic 
Lodges  are  now  furnished  with  a  local  sign  of  her- 
aldic delineation  herewith  shown. 

In  compliance  with  the  Editors  request,  W.\  Bro. 
George  H.  Burnham  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Providence, 
has  kindly  prepared  the  following  paper,  in  which 
appears  a  fac-simile  of  the  arms  of  various  Lodges, 
with  explanatory  notes.  Bro.  Burnham  has  advised 
with  the  representatives  of  several  of  the  Lodges  of 
this  jurisdiction  in  respect  to  the  choice  of  designs, 
and  they  have  gladly  profited  by  his  knowledge  of 
the  subject.  His  description  of  the  arms  of  Rhode 
Island  Lodges  and  of  the  symbolism  represented  by 
these  devices,  makes  a  paper  of  special  interest  and 
of  exceeding  value. 
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BY  GEORGE  H.  BURNHAM. 


IT  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  describe  and 
explain  the  various  devices  adopted  as  armorial 
bearings  by  the  Lodges  of  the  jurisdiction  and  so  far 
as  possible  briefly  give  their  significance  in  connec- 
tion with  the  naming,  the  history,  the  location  or  the 
sentiment  which  has  led  the  brethren  to  adopt  these 
designs  as  the  badges  or  arms  of  the  respective 
Lodges.  It  has  been  thought  best  to  arrange  these 
in  heraldic  form  and  explain  them  in  heraldic  lan- 
guage as  far  as  possible.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say  that  these  arms  are  largely  assumptive ;  that  is  to 
say  that  they  were  not  granted  by  the  "  College  of 
Heralds,"  for  we  have  none  such  in  this  country, 
though  many  of  the  coats  of  arms  in  use  here  are 
rightfully  borne,  but  these  here  treated  are  what 
may  be  termed  "Corporate  Arms"  and  are  regularly 
adopted  by  the  Lodges ;  some  of  them  in  the  very 
earliest  days  of  Masonry  in  this  country;  and  in  the 
old  country  they  have  been  put  to  Masonic  use  from 
time  immemorial.  Before  commencing  these  descrip- 
tions it  will  be  well  to  explain  some  of  the  terms  and 
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ways  of  indicating  colors.  The  principal  colors  are 
gold  or  yellow,  termed  or;  and  indicated  by  black 
dots  scattered  over  a  plain  surface.  Silver  or  white 
is  shown  by  a  surface  entirely  plain,  and  is  designated 
as  argent.  Red  is  called  gules,  and  is  represented  by 
perpendicular  parallel  lines  closely  drawn  over  the 
surface.  Azure  is  the  heraldic  term  for  blue,  and  is 
expressed  by  horizontal  parallel  lines,  and  sable  or 
black  is  denoted  by  lines  both  perpendicular  and  hor- 
izontal crossing  each  other  over  the  surface  to  be 
represented  as  of  that  color.  Other  colors  are  indi- 
cated upon  the  same  principle  but  those  above  men- 
tioned are  the  principal  ones  used  in  this  connection. 
The  word  "proper"  frequently  occurs  in  these  expla- 
nations, but  that  signifies  that  the  object  thus  desig- 
nated is  to  be  considered  of  its  natural  form  and 
color.  The  phrase  "of  the  first"  frequently  occurs, 
and  signifies  that  the  part  so  described  is  of  the  color 
first  mentioned  in  the  blazon  or  description.  The 
same  may  be  said  respecting  other  numerical  desig- 
nations. Other  terms  often  used  in  this  paper  may 
be  briefly  explained. 

Per  pale  signifies  that  the  shield  is  divided  by  one 
or  more  perpendicular  lines ;  per  fess,  that  the  division 
is  by  horizontal  lines,  and  per  pale  and  fessy  that  both 
are  used.  Dexter  and  sinister  denote  respectively  the 
right  and  left  sides  of  the  shield  or  object  described. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  the  dexter  or  right  ap- 
pears to  the  spectator  as  the  left. 
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THE  MASONS  COMPANY 


is  one  of  the  twelve  great  companies  of  the  city  of  London  and 
was  incorporated  A.  L).  1410.  It  was  a  society  or  trades  union 
of  operative  Masons  and  bore  for  its  arms 


Azure;  on  a  chevron  argent,  between  three  castles  a  pair  of 
compasses  somewhat  extended  of  the  first. 
Crest:    A  castle  of  the  second. 
Motto:    In  the  Lord  is  all  our  trust. 

This  coat  was  called  the  "  Freemasons  Arms"  and  up  to  1813 
was  borne  by  that  Grand  Lodge  in  England  which  was  called 
the  "modern"  Masons.  It  is  substantially  the  same  device 
which  is  now,  and  was  from  the  beginning  of  Masonry  in  this 
country,  in  use  as  the  Masonic  arms,  and  is  the  foundation  of 
the  arms  of  the  two  Lodges  which  formed  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island.  The  rightful  use  here  of  that  coat  of  arms  may 
be  traced  back  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  through 
the  two  St.  Johns  Lodges  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  be- 
fore mentioned,  the  authority  of  which,  exercised  by  its  Provin- 
cial Grand  Masters  Thomas  Oxnard  respecting  the  Lodge  at 
Newport,  and  Jeremy  Gridley  as  to  the  Lodge  at  Providence, 
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brought  those  Lodges  into  being  ;  and  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England  which  bore  those  arms,  rightfully  obtained  them  by 
descent  or  otherwise  from  the  old  Masons  Company  or  guild 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  There  is  still  another  device  formerly 
called  the  arms  of  the  "ancient"  Freemasqns,  which  may  be 
briefly  described  as  a  shield  parted  in  four,  the  quarters  bearing 
respectively  a  lion,  an  ox,  a  man  and  an  eagle.  This  device  is 
now  used  as  the  arms  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  It  was  borne  as 
the  arms  of  the  "ancient"  Masons  until  18 13  when  the  two 
Grand  Lodges  were  consolidated  under  the  name  of  the  United 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  and  the  two  coats  of  arms  were  "im- 
paled "  or  placed  side  by  side  upon  the  same  shield  and  are  so 
borne  to  the  present  day  as  the  arms  of  that  Grand  Lodge. 
The  coat  first  mentioned  is  undoubtedly  the  more  ancient  as 
it  is  placed  on  the  dexter  side  of  the  shield. 


ST.  JOHN  S  LODGE,  No.  1,  NEWPORT. 


The  armorial  bearings  of  this  Lodge  are  in 
design  substantially  the  same  as  that  de- 
scribed as  the  Freemasons*  Arms.  The  bla- 
zon here  used  is  as  follows  : 

Or  :  On    a  chevron  gules  between  three 
castles,  a  pair  of  compasses  somewhat  ex- 
tended of  the  first. 
Crest :    A  dove  bearing  an  olive  branch  proper. 
Motto  :  Follow  Reason. 

Supporters  are  given  with  this  coat  but  as  they  are  some  un- 
named heraldic  monsters  they  will  be  allowed  to  depend  for  a 
name  upon  their  appearance  though  it  is  thought  by  many  that 
they  were  intended  for  dragons. 
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ST.  JOHN'S  LODGE,  No.  I,  PROVIDENCE. 


The  arms,  supporters  and  crest  borne  by  this 
Lodge  are  precisely  the  same  as  those  of 
Saint  John's  Lodge,  of  Newport.  The  motto 
is  Suivez  Raison  ;  meaning  be  guided  or 
governed  by  reason.  As  to  these  supporters 
it  may  be  seen  that  they  are  somewhat  an- 


cient, from  the  fact  that  among  the  earlier  transactions  of  this 
Lodge  there  appears  on  record  a  vote  that  the  Lodge  have  a 
silver  seal ;  it  was  bought  and  is  now  in  possession  of  the  Lodge 
and  bears  the  same  device,  supporters  and  all,  as  are  above 
represented.  A  medal  was  struck  in  1882  by  this  Lodge,  to 
commemorate  its  one  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  anniversary,  a 
cut  of  both  sides  of  which  is  here  shown. 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 


On  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  by 
the  two  Saint  John's  Lodges,  the  arms  borne  by  them  were  used 
as  the  armorial  bearings  of  Grand  Lodge,  with  two  beavers  for 
supporters  instead  of  the  two  dragons,  and  the  motto,  "Suivez 
Raison."  (See  colored  plate  at  the  head  of  this  chapter.)  The 
blazon  is: 

46 
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Or:  On  a  chevron  gules  between  three  castles,  a  pair  of 
compasses  somewhat  extended  of  the  first. 

Crest:    A  dove  bearing  an  olive  branch  proper. 
Supporters:    Two  beavers  proper. 

Motto:  Suivez  Raison.  A  medal  was  struck  in  1893  by 
Grand  Lodge  in  honor  of  its  one  hundredth  anniversary. 
These  cuts  represent  it. 


ARMS  OF  THE  GRAND  MASTER. 


A  The  arms  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 

Rhode  Island  are  per  pale;  the  arms  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  with  azure; 
beneath  a  royal  crown  or,  on  the  summit 
whereof  is  a  cubical  stone  argent,  a  lion 
rampant  of  the  second. 

Crest:    A  dove  bearing  an  olive  branch 
proper. 

Motto:    Non  Nobis  Domine  ;  (Not  unto  us  O  Lord.) 
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THE  ARMORIAL  BEARINGS 

adopted  by  the  various  Lodges  of  the  jurisdiction  in  almost 
every  case  contain  the  Grand  Lodge  arms,  or  some  modifica- 
tion thereof,  in  recognition  of  the  authority  by  virtue  of  which 
they  came  into  being ;  and  in  such  cases  the  description 
of  that  part  of  such  arms  will  be  "The  arms  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island."  In  several  instances  the  State  Arms 
are  used;  these  are  blazoned  azure:  An  anchor  erect  in  pale 
or.  Wherever  this  occurs  it  will  be  described  as  "  The  arms  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island." 


WASHINGTON  LODGE,  No.  3,  WARREN. 


This  coat  is  blazoned  as  follows: 
Quarterly  of  four. 

First:  The  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island. 

Second:  Argent;  two  bars  gules,  in 
chief  three  mullets  of  the  second  for 
Washington;  (that  being  the  arms  of 
the  Washington  family.) 

Third  :  Checquy  azure  and  argent ; 
on  a  canton  gules  a  lion  rampant  of 
the  first  for  Warren. 

Fourth:  The  arms  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Crest:    A  wyvern. 

Motto:    Non  Sibi  Patriae;  (not  for  himself,  for  his  country.) 

The  third  quarter  and  the  crest  of  the  above  are  said  to  be 
the  arms  and  crest  of  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warren,  in  whose  honor 
the  town  was  named. 
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MOUNT  VERNON  LODGE,  No.  4,  PROVIDENCE. 


This  coat  is  composed  of  two  which 
have  already  been  described  and  is 
blazoned  as  follows: 

The  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island  impaling  those  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Crest:  Out  of  a  ducal  coronet  or, 
issuant  a  raven  with  wings  addorsed 
sable. 

Motto:  Exitus  Acta  Probat;  (the 
event  justifies  the  deed  ) 

This  Lodge  was  named  in  honor  of 
Washington  but  took  the  name  of  his 
paternal  estate,  Mount  Vernon,  which  is  the  reason  for  incorpo- 
rating the  Washington  Arms  into  the  device  chosen  by  this 
Lodge.    The  crest  and  motto  are  also  those  of  Washington. 


WASHINGTON  LODGE,  No.  5,  WICKFORD. 


The  blazon  of  this  shield  is  as  follows: 

Azure;  A  pelican  in  her  piety  proper 
within  a  tressure  or,  voided  at  the  top; 
in  dexter  chief  the  arms  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  and  in  sinister 
those  of  Washington. 

(  rest:    A  royal  crown. 

Motto:  Exitus  Acta  Probat;  Wash- 
ington's. The  significance  of  the  crest 
in  this  case  is  its  connection  with  the 
seat  of  the  Lodge,  which  is  within  the 
territory  of  the  town  of  44  Kingstown." 
The  principal  charge,  viz.:  the  pelican,  is  copied  from  the  old 
banner  of  the  Lodge  which  was  painted  about  1805. 
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ST.  ALBAN'S  LODGE,  No.  6,  BRISTOL. 


This  is  an  ancient  device  and  is  borne 
by  Saint  Alban's  Lodge,  No.  1294, 
England,  and  earlier  by  a  Duke  of 
St.  Alban's;  following  is  its  blazon: 
Quarterly  of  four.  First  and  fourth 
grand  quarters  quartered,  azure; 
three  fleur-de-lis,  two  and  one  or; 
two  and  three  gules;  three  lions 
passant  guardant,  or. 

Second:    Or;  a  lion  rampant  with- 
in a  tressure  gules. 

Third:    Azure;  a  Welsh  harp  or; 
in  bend  sinister  a  baton  gules  bearing 
three  quatrefoils  argent. 
In  chief,  the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island. 
Crest:  A  lion  passant  guardant  ducally  crowned  and  gorged 
proper. 

Motto:  Auspicium  Melioris  *-Evi;  (an  omen  of  better  times.) 

The  crest  denotes  the  royal  descent  of  that  Duke  of  St. 
Alban's,  above  mentioned.  A  Duke  of  St.  Alban's  was  chosen 
Grand  Master  in  1663,  and  the  English  Freemasons  have  claimed 
that  Alban,  saint  and  martyr,  born  in  the  third  century,  was  one 
of  the  anoient  patrons  of  the  Art  and  his  name  is  perpetuated 
in  these  titles. 
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FRIENDSHIP  LODGE,  NO.  7l  CHEPACHET. 


Blazoned:    Arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island,  impaling  per  fess, 
First:    Azure;  three  lions  passant 
guardant  or. 

Second:  Gules;  three  fleur-de-lis 
or;  both  within  a  bordure  compony 
sable  and  argent. 

Crest:  A  swan's  head  between  two 
wings,  erect  proper. 

Motto:  Amicitia  Reddit  Honores; 
(Friendship  confers  honors.)  That 
part  of  this  design  other  than  the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is 
said  to  have  been  the  arms  and  crest  of  a  Duke  of  Gloucester 
in  whose  honor  the  town  of  Glocester,  in  which  Friendship 
Lodge  is  situated,  was  named. 


MOUNT  MORIAH  LODGE,  No.  8,  SM1THFIELD. 


Described  as  follows:  Argent;  there- 
on in  dexter  chief  a  quarter  bearing 
the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island,  in  sinister  the  sun  in 
splendor,  and  in  base  the  summit  of 
Mount  Moriah  surmounted  by  the 
Porch  of  King  Solomon's  Temple 
with  the  brazen  pillars  in  front  proper. 

Crest:  A  dexter  arm,  embowed  in 
hand  clenched  an  olive  branch  in  bend 
proper. 

Motto:  Omnia  Ad  Dei  Gloriam; 
(All  things  to  the  glory  of  God.) 


111  Ci 
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HARMONY  LODGE,  No.  9,  PAWTUXET. 


This  coat  is  expressive  of  loyalty,  patriot- 
ism and  peace.    Its  blazon  is  as  follows: 
Per  pale  and  fess, 

The  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island  and 

The  arms  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
with  argent ;  three  doves  proper  two  and 
one, 

An  inescutcheon  checquy  of  nine 
pieces,  argent  and  sable. 

Crest:  A  dove  bearing  an  olive  branch 
proper. 

Motto:    Concordia;  (Unanimity  or  harmony.) 


UNION  LODGE,  NO.  10,  PAWTUCKET. 


Arms:  Azure;  on  a  mullet  rayonnant  ar- 
gent two  dexter  hands  conjoined  proper 
and 

In  chief,  the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island. 

Crest:  A  dexter  arm  embowed  vested, 
the  hand  clenched,  holding  in  bend  an 
arrow  barbed,  on  the  feather  end  where- 
of a  square  and  compasses  proper. 

Motto:  Union. 
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KING  SOLOMON'S  LODGE,  No.  II,  EAST  GREENWICH. 


On  a  field  azure  the  seal  of  King  Solo- 
mon or  and  argent  surrounding  the  tet- 
ragrammaton  sable,  and  in  dexter  chief 
ll^feS  L'         (|       the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 

Island;  in  sinister  the  arms  of  the  king- 
dom of  Jerusalem,  viz.: 

A    cross   potent   cantoned   by  four 
crosses  humette  or. 

Crest:    An  eastern  crown. 
Motto:    Sapiens  et   Justus;  (Wise 
and  Just). 

The  above  seems  a  happy  combina- 
tion for  the  armorial  bearings  of  a  Lodge  which  bears  the  name 
of  King  Solomon. 


MANCHESTER  LODGE,  No.  12,  ANTHONY. 


Blazoned  quarterly  of  four;  first  and 
fourth  the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Second  and  third,  the  arms  of  the  city 
of  Manchester,  viz.:  gules;  three  bendlets 
enhanced  or,  beneath  which  an  anchor 
erect  of  the  second  for  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island. 

Crest  :  A  dove  bearing  an  olive  branch 
proper. 

Motto:    En  Avant;  (Forward.) 
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MORNING  STAR  LODGE,  No.  13,  WOONSOCKET. 


'ALIGNS 


The  armorial  bearings  of  this  Lodge  are 
described  as  follows: 

The  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  upper  half  of  the  dexter  side 
whereof  is  obscured  by  a  quarter  azure, 
bearing  in  chief  the  morning  star  and  in 
base  the  rising  sun  or. 

Crest :    A  mullet  of  the  second  in  a 
A  cloud  proper. 

*a       Motto  :    In  Caligne  Lucet  ;  (It  shines 
in  darkness.) 


ST.  PAUL'S  LODGE.  No.  14,  NEWPORT. 


Per  pale  and  fess;  the  arms  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  and  az- 
ure; the  sun  in  splendor  with  argent; 
between  three  fountains,  two  and  one 
a  sword  and  a  palm  branch  in  saltire 
proper. 

Crest:    A  castle  proper. 

Motto:    The  name  and  number  of 
the  Lodge. 

In  this  design  the  sun  represents  the 
<k  light  from  Heaven  "  which  St.  Paul 
saw  while  on  his  journey  to  Damascus; 
the  palm  branch  is  an  emblem  of  mar- 
tyrdom, and  the  sword  the  instrument  by  which  his  death  was 
caused,  and  the  three  fountains  allude  to  the  legend  of  the  foun- 
tains which  sprang  from  the  earth  where  his  severed  head  fell 
and  rebounded.  The  crest  is  a  local  allusion,  being  a  castle  in 
the  form  of  the  "old  stone  mill,"  one  of  the  oldest  pieces  of 
operative  Masonry  in  this  country. 
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HAMILTON  LODGE,  No.  15,  CLAYV1LLE. 


NEPULVERE. 

was  named. 


This  shield  is  described  as  follows : 

The  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island  impaled  with  gules,  be- 
tween three  cinquefoils  ermine,  two  in 
chief  and  one  in  base  a  lion  rampant 
argent. 

Crest  :    An  oak  tree  proper. 

Motto:  Non  Sine  Pulvere ;  (Not 
without  dust ; — meaning  not  without 
labor.) 

This  is  said  to  be  the  arms  and  crest 
of  the  family  to  which  belonged  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  for  whom  this  Lodge 


WARWICK  LODGE,  No.  16,  PHENIX. 


Per  fess;  the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island  and 

Azure;  a  phenix  issuant  from  flames 
proper. 

Crest :  Out  of  a  ducal  coronet  gules,  a 
swan  with  wings  expanded  argent,  beaked 
of  the  first. 

Motto:  Resurgam;  (I  shall  rise  again.) 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  this  device  and  motto  sug- 
gest an  important  lesson  taught  in  the 
Lodge  and  familiar  to  every  Mason. 
They  also  have  a  local  significance  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  village  wherein  the  Lodge  is 
situated.  The  crest  is  said  to  be  the  crest  of  that  earl  of  War- 
wick for  whom  the  town  was  named. 
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TEMPLE  LODGE,  No.  18,  GREENVILLE. 


Per  fess;  the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island  and  the  arms  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  impaled  with 
a  pavement  checquy,  argent  and  sable, 
whereon  stand  the  brazen  pillars  J  and 
B,  beside  the  entrance  of  King  Solo- 
mon's Temple  proper. 

Crest:  A  dove  bearing  an  olive 
branch  proper. 

Motto:  Templa  Quam  Dilecta ; 
(Temples  how  Beloved.) 


FRANKLIN  LODGE,  No.  20,  WESTERLY. 


The  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island  impaled  with  azure,  in 
sinister  chief  issuing  from  clouds  three 
flashes  of  lightning  proper  and  in  base 
a  key  erect  in  pale  or. 

Crest:  A  dolphin's  head  in  pale 
argent,  erased  gules,  finned  or,  be- 
tween two  branches  vert  (or  proper). 

Motto:  Exemplum  Adest  Ipse  Ho- 
mo;   (Conduct  marks  the  man.) 

This  is  the  crest  and  motto  of 
Franklin  and  the  device  on  the  shield 
is  suggestive  of  one  of  his  great  discoveries. 
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WHAT  CHEER  LODGE,  No.  21,  PROVIDENCE. 


Quarterly  of  four. 

First:  The  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island. 

Second:  Azure;  a  saltire  or  for  St. 
Andrew. 

Third:  The  arms  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Fourth:  or;  an  eagle  displayed,  in 
his  dexter  talon  an  olive  branch,  in  sin- 
ister a  bundle  of  arrows  proper;  on  his 


breast  an  inescutcheon  paly  of  thirteen  gules  and  argent,  and 
in  chief  azure  as  many  mullets  of  the  second  for  the  United 
States. 

Crest:    A  castle  proper. 

Motto:    Crede  Deo;  (Believe  in  God.) 

The  festival  day  of  this  Lodge  being  Saint  Andrew's  Day 
that  fact  finds  recognition  in  these  arms  by  the  introduction  of 
the  saltire  or  St.  Andrew's  cross. 


EUREKA  LODGE,  No.  22,  PORTSMOUTH. 


Per  fess,  the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island  with 

Azure;  the  forty-seventh  problem  of 
Kuclid  or. 

(  rest:  A  dove  bearing  an  olive 
branch  proper. 

Motto:    Eureka;  (I  have  found  it  ) 
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CHARITY  LODGE,  No.  2},  HOPKINTON. 


0> 


Per  pale  and  fess,  the  arms  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  and  the  arms  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  with  argent; 
a  dexter  arm  vested,  erased  at  elbow, 
the  hand  palm  downwards  holding  be- 
tween the  thumb  and  forefinger  a  coin 
or,  in  the  act  of  dropping  the  same. 

Crest:    A  dove   bearing   an  olive 
branch  proper. 

Motto:  Facta  Non  Verba;  (Deeds  not 


l£a-  non 


xi  Words.) 


JENKS  LODGE,  No.  24,  CENTRAL  FALLS. 


The  description  of  this  shield  is  : 

Per  fess,  the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island  with  azure;  in  dexter 
chief  a  mullet  of  six  points  rayonnant, 
in  sinister  a  fleur-de-lis  and  in  base  a 
griffin  segreant  argent. 

Crest:    A  ducal  coronet. 

Motto:    LausDeo;  (Praise  be  to  God.) 

The  griffin  is  an  ancient  device  and 
typifies  a  guardian  of  hidden  treasures 
or  secrets. 
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HOPE  LODGE,  No.  25,  WAKEFIELD. 


The  coat  of  this  Lodge  is  blazoned  as 
follows: 

The  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  im- 
paled with  those  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island. 

Crest:  A  globe  terrestial  in  the  midst 
of  clouds  displaying  the  ^Veste^n  Hem- 
isphere proper. 

Motto:  Spes  Ultra;  (Hope  is  Beyond.) 


GRANITE  LODGE,  No.  26,  PASCOAG. 


Its  shield  is  blazoned: 

Per  fess,  the  arms  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  with  azure;  an 
ashler  of  granite  partly  wrought  proper. 

Crest:  A  dexter  arm  embowed,  in 
hand  a  laurel  branch  proper. 

Motto:  Sub  Libertate  Quietem;  (Rest 
under  Liberty.) 

The  above  is  the  crest  and  motto  of 
Burrill.  Pascoag,  the  seat  of  Granite 
Lodge,  is  in  the  town  of  Burrillville. 
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CORINTHIAN  LODGE,  No.  27,  PROVIDENCE. 


This  design  is  described  as  follows: 

Azure;  A  Corinthian  column  on  the  cap- 
ital whereof  rests  the  holy  writings  dis- 
played, supporting  a  square  and  compasses 
all  proper. 

In  dexter  chief  a  canton  bearing  the 
arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island. 

Crest:    A  castle  proper. 

Motto:    Fidus  in  Arcana ;  (Faithful  in 

secret  affairs.) 


IONIC  LODGE,  No.  28,  GREENE. 


Blazoned  as  follows:  The  arms  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  impaled 
with 

Azure;  an  Ionic  column  proper. 

Crest:  A  garb  lying  fesswise  or, 
thereon  perched  a  cock  gules,  combed, 
wattled  and  legged  of  the  first. 

Motto:  Candide  et  Constante;  (Can- 
didly and  firmly.) 

The  name  of  the  Lodge  suggests  its 
device  and  the  crest  is  that  of  an  Earl 
of   Coventry  from  whom   came  the 
name  of  the  town  of  Coventry  wherein  is  the  village  of  Greene, 
the  seat  of  Ionic  Lodge. 
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BARNEY  MERRY  LODGE,  No.  29,  PAWTUCKET. 


The  main  feature  of  this  coat  is  an  ancient 
mystic  device;  we  blazon  the  shield  as  fol- 
lows: Or;  above  a  chevron  gules  charged 
with  a  pair  of  compasses  somewhat  ex- 
tended of  the  first  two  castles;  beneath 
the  same  a  winged  globe  bearing  a  trian- 
>V  within  a  square  and  surmounted  by  a 
T»  dragon  whereon  stands  erect  proper,  sur- 
rounded by  the  sun,  moon  and  five  stars 
signed  as  planets,  a  human  figure  with  two 
heads,  male  and  female;  the  dexter  hand 


holding  a  pair  of  compasses  and  the  sinister  a  square. 


Crest;  A  lion  rampant  supporting  in  pale  an  anchor. 
Motto:    In  Spe  Vive;  (Live  in  hope.) 


RISING  SUN  LODGE,  No.  10,  EAST  PROVIDENCE. 


Per  pale  and  fess;  the  arms  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  and 
azure,  the  holy  writings  displayed 
supporting  a  square  and  compasses 
proper. 

In  dexter  base  the  sun  rising  disclos- 
ing water,  in  middle  distance  mount- 
ains, and  in  the  foreground  foliage  all 
proper. 

Cre*t:     An    eagle's    head  erased 
proper. 

Motto:  Ilhcso  Lumine  Solem;  (To  behold  the  sun  with  sight 
unhurt.) 


Digitized  by  Google 


ARMORY.  741 

ATLANTIC  LODGE,  No.  31,  NEW  SHOREHAM. 


JgS  The  description  of  this  coat  is  as  follows: 

On  a  field  azure  an  inescutcheon  bear- 
ing  the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
obw  Rhode  Island. 

Crest:  Out  of  a  naval  crown  a  dexter 
arm  embowed,  the  hand  clenching  by  the 
hilt  a  cutlass  in  bend  proper. 

Motto:  Messis  ab  Alto;  (Our  harvest 
is  from  the  deep.) 

This  whole  design  is  singularly  sug- 
gestive of  the  situation  of  the  Lodge, 
isolated  as  it  is  from  the  main  land,  this 
being  typified  by  the  color  of  the  shield 
while  the  inescutcheon  shows^the  parentage. 

The  motto  indicates  the  principal  industry  of  the  people,  and 
the  crest  that  its  fruits  must  be  gathered  by  the  "strong  hand.'' 


ROGER  WILLIAMS  LODGE,  No.  32,  CENTREDALE. 


The  blazon  of  this  coat  is  as  follows: 
The  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island  quartered  with  gules;  a  lion  ram- 
pant argent. 

Crest:  The  holy  writings  displayed 
proper. 

Motto:    Libertas;  (Liberty.) 

The  naming  of  this  Lodge  recognizes 
the  founder  of  our  State,  and  the  motto 
gives  expression  to  the  cause  to  which  his 
life  was  devoted  with  a  strength  and  ear- 
nestness which  are  typified  by  the  lions 

shown  in  the  shield. 
47 
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ADELPHOI  LODGE,  No.  33,  PROVIDENCE. 


Following  is  the  blazon  of  this  shield: 
(Quarterly  of  four. 

First,  the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island. 

Second,  the  arms  of  Washington. 
Third,  the  arms  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island. 

Fourth,  gules  ;  an  Adelphia  proper; 
thereon  a  square  and  compasses  argent. 
Crest:    A  dexter  arm  embowed,  the 
J    hand  clenched,  holding  in  bend  a  ham- 
mer hiked  proper. 
Motto:    Quis  Separabit;  (Who  shall  separate  us.) 
The  Washington  arms  appear  in  this  shield  in  recognition  of 
the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  founders  of  this  Lodge  came  from 
Mount  Vernon  Lodge  which  bears  as  its  device  the  Washington 
arms. 


UNITY  LODGE,  No,  34,  LONSDALE. 


This  device  is  described  as  follows: 

The  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island  whereon  is  borne  within 
an  annulet,  a  castle  or. 

Crest :  A  dexter  arm  embowed;  in 
hand  clenched  a  hammer  hilted  in  bend 
proper. 

Motto:    Magistratus  Indicat  Yiruni; 
The  (Magistracy  shows  the  man.)  This 
is  the  motto  of    Lord    Lonsdale  but 
whether  it  has  any  significance  respect-  3 
ing  the  name  of  the  village  which  is  VmAGISTRATUS  INDICAT  YIRUH/ 
the*  seat  of  this  Locfge  is  unknown  to  the  writer. 
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REDWOOD  LODGE,  No.  3s,  PROVIDENCE. 


strength.) 


r 

Following  is  the  blazon  of  this  shield: 

Arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island  impaling  per  fess, 

First,  gules;  a  shield  per  bend  or 
and  argent,  bearing  two  eagles  dis- 
played counterchanged  for  Redwood; 
second,  azure;  the  seal  of  King  Solo- 
mon or  and  argent  enclosing  the  tetra- 
grammaton  sable. 

Crest:    A  demi-lion. 

Motto:  Leo  de  Judah  est  Robur 
Nostrum;  (The  Lion  of  Judah  is  our 


ORPHEUS  LODGE,  No.  36,  PROVIDENCE. 


Blazoned  azure;  a  fess  argent  charged 
with  two  bars  of  music  sable;  surtout  a 
square  and  compasses  or,  and  in  chief 
the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island. 

Crest:  A  lute  in  which  is  entwined 
an  olive  branch  proper. 

Motto:  Ecce  Quam  Bonum;  (Behold 
how  Good.) 

That  this  is  a  musical  Lodge  may  be 
inferred  by  the  selection  of  its  armorial 
bearings  as  well  as  its  name. 
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NESTELL  LODGE,  No.  37,  PROVIDENCE. 


and  Trusty  ) 


This  Lodge  takes  its  name  from  an 
honored  and  faithful  Craftsman  of  a 
former  generation.  Its  arms  are  bla- 
zoned as  follows: 

Per  fess,  the  arms  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  with 

Azure;  the  capital  letter  N  in 
scroll  ornamented  or  for  Nestell. 

Crest:  A  demi-lion  holding  in  his 
dexter  paw  a  torch  erect  illumed 
proper. 

Motto:    Fortis  et  Fidelis;  (Brave 
rtlis  crest  and  motto  suggest  prominent  traits  in 


the  character  of  him  in  whose  honor  the  Lodge  was  named. 


DORIC  LODGE,  No.  38,  AUBURN. 


The  description  of  this  shield  is 
as  follows: 

Per  pale,  the  arms  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  with 

Azure;  A  Doric  column  erect, 
argent;  on  the  capital  whereof  a 
flaming  taper  and  at  the  base  there- 
of two. 

Crest:  A  lion's  paw  erect,  erased 
proper. 

Motto:  AnimoetFide;  (By  Cour- 
age and  Fidelity.) 
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ON  the  following  pages  will  be  found  chronologi- 
cal lists  of  the  officers  of  all  the  Grand  and 
Subordinate  Masonic  Bodies  in  Rhode  Island,  also 
of  the  General  Grand  Bodies  of  the  United  States 
in  the  York  Rite,  together  with  a  list  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  Members  for  the  hundred  years. 

First — A  Roster  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Officers,  in- 
cluding the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  Annual 
Communications. 

Second — A  chronological  list  of  Grand  Lodge  Mem- 
bers, giving  precedence  in  Grand  Lodge;  Lodge 
Membership ;  highest  office  held  in  Grand  Lodge ; 
date  of  first  election  as  Worshipful  Master,  and  num- 
ber of  years  of  service.  The  absence  from  this  list 
of  a  large  number  of  Grand  Officers  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  they  never  were  Masters  of  Lodges  and 
were  simply  members  of  Grand  Lodge  pro-tempore 
by  virtue  of  the  office  held.  To  this  list  is  added 
the  Honorary  Membership. 

Third — A  chronological  list  of  the  Masters  of  the 
Subordinate  Lodges 

Fourth — The  Rosters  of  the  Grand  and  Subordi- 
nate Presiding  Officers  of  the  Chapters,  Councils 
and  Commanderies  of  the  State,  and  also  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Bodies ;  these  will  be  found  of  great  value 
for  reference. 

As  a  matter  of  information  it  should  be  stated  that 
this  Register  was  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  by  R.\  \Y.\  Edwin  Bakkr,  Grand  Secretary. 
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OFFICERS  OF  GRAND  LODGE. 


Annual 
Communications. 


•  ■ 


791. 'June 

792  " 

793-  " 

794-  " 

795.  July 

796.  June 

797- 
798. 

799- 
800. 

801. 
802. 
803. 
804. 
805. 
806 
807. 
80S. 
809. 
810. 
811. 
812. 
813. 
S14. 
815. 
810. 
S17. 
818. 
819. 
S20. 
821. 
822. 
823. 
824. 
825. 
S26. 
827 
82S. 
829. 
830. 
831. 
S32. 

»33- 
634. 

*35- 

S36. 

837- 
SvS. 


» 1 


Where  Held. 


27.  Newport 

25.  Providence  . . 
24.  Newport 

24.  Providence . . 

I.  Newport 
24.  Providence . . 

26.  Newport 

27.  Providence  . . 

24.  Newport 

25.  Providence  . 

24.  Warren  

21.  Newport 

27.  Providence  . 

25.  Warren  

24.  Bristol  

24.  Newport 

24.  Providence  . . 
24.  Warren  .. .  '. 

26.  Pawtucket  . . 
Newport  . . . 

Bristol  

Providence  . . 


25- 
24. 
24- 
24. 
24 
26. 

24 


Newport .... 
Providence  . . 
Pawtucket  . . 

24.  Warren   

24. , Providence  . . 

24.  Newport .... 
19.  Bristol    .   .  . 

25.  Providence  . . 
24.  Newport  ... 
24.  Pawtucket  . . 

24.  Warren  

27.  .East  Greenwich 

26.  Pawtuxet  

26.  'Pawtucket  . . 
24.  Cumberland . 
24.  Chepachet.  . . 
24.  Providence  .  . 

24.  East  Greenwi 

25.  Newport  . . . 
24.  Pawtucket  .  . 

24.  Providence  . 
24. 
24. 
24. 

25.  Lime  Rock  . 
24.  Woonsocket  . 


Grand  Master. 


Lodge  Membership. 


Christopher  Champlin. . .   St.  Johns,  No.  1. 


labez  Bo  wen. 

<  •       1 4 


<  • 


1  • 


Peleg  Clarke  

Christopher  Olney. 


Moses  Scxias. 


<  ■ 


>  1 

•  « 
■  • 

>  < 


>  • 

"  P. 

X  4  4 

II  t. 


i  • 
■  > 


p 


Ephraim  Bowen,  Jr. 


Sylvester  Child,  Jr   Washington,  No.  3 


"  P. 
1  •    . . 


Thomas  Smith  Webb ....  !St.  Johns,  No.  1,  P. 


William  Wilkinson 


John  Carlisle. 


<  4 


■  > 

4  4 

>  1 


.  < 

44 
4  4 


4  4  .4 

•  4  4  1 
4  44 

•  4  It 
4t  ,  , 
4  4  4  , 
4  •  .  . 
4  4  4  4 
4  .  4  1 
14  14 


Richard  Anthony. 


Peter  Grinnell. 


Manchester,  No.  12. 

44  , , 

Mt.  Vernon,  No.  4. 


Barney  Merry  Union,  No.  10. 


Joseph  S.  Cooke   ,Mt.  Vernon,  No.  4. 

Stephen  A.  Robinson.  ...  St.  Johns.  No.  1. 
Joseph  S.  Cooke   Mt.  Vernon,  No.  4. 


•  4 


John  B.  Rathburn. 
Caleb  Earle  


Washington,  No.  5. 
St.  Johns,  No.  2. 
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Anmi.it 
Coininunii.atif.ns. 

1 

Whrr,'  Hi!d. 

i 

■ 

June 

24- 

1 

It                        1  , 

24. 

linslol  

1*42. 

24- 

Providence  ... 

i 

27. 

 1 

1S44. 

24 

W  arren   

1^45 

July 

I. 

<  hepachel.  .  .  . 

1S4G. 

June 

24 

l>47- 

24. 

\  \  ■   ^  * 

154b. 

26. 

Bristol   

1  ?54y. 

25. 

\\  ooiisi  >ckct  .  .  . 

1^50. 

., 

24. 

1S51. 

24- 

f  ►  1 

I  avtucket  .... 

1*52. 

[[ 

24. 

Fast  Greenwich 

;; 

24. 

\  1  "     _ .,  _  _„ 

1S54. 

24 

Hnstol  

25. 

1                   1  »  t 

I, line  Rock   .  .  . 

24 

It'  1 

_    O    _  M 

Aug. 

31. 

Providence  .... 

1-58. 

4  * 

24. 

24. 

YY.x  msocket  .  .  . 

1  S60. 

May 

28. 

Providence  .... 

t  s.0 1 . 

27. 

is<,2. 

4  i 

26. 

i  > 



I 

25- 

1*04. 

3'->. 

I  • 

I  .^5. 

i  1 

2o. 

i  * 

.   .   .  , 

1 

21. 

1S07. 

20. 

1  s<>8. 

lS 

•  i 

,  » 

17. 

.... 

_  _ 

1  ->;o. 

lo. 

■  * 

.... 

1-71. 

l> 

,  . 

1  ^72. 

20. 

.... 

i«73- 

•  1 

... 

'  "74- 

iS. 

t  . 

i*75- 

t  1 

>7- 

■  . 

1  S76. 

,  1 

i  5. 

.... 

1-77 

;  1 

20. 

 ' 

1S7S. 

*  * 

20. 

,.               •  * 

1  '■:>). 

„  1 

1  sj.j. 

*  i 

!7- 

ivSi. 

10. 

.     -     *  - 

j  S  2 . 

I  >. 

.... 

21. 

•• 

I--S4. 

« « 

I  V 

.... 

1-^(1. 

1  7 

1-^7. 

i « 

16 

.  > 

1  ">  "1  s . 

1  > 

21. 

, . . 

1  ■>  S  9 . 

•  1 

20. 

IS.*). 

i  > 

19. 

♦  4 

...  - 

]  -O.I. 

1 ' 

IS. 

I .< kI kit.-  Membership. 


Barney  Merry  I'nion,  No.  10. 


Moses  Richardson  St.  Johns,  No.  1.  P 

»  . ,  . :  .... 

.  .  .... 


Setli  Peek 
•  ■ 


A  K  in  lenks.  . 
William  Field 


Washington,  No.  3. 
I'nion,  No.  10. 


>  • 


•  ■ 
.  ■ 


George  W.  Marsh  Friendship,  No.  7. 


Oliver  Johnson.  .  . 
. .  . . 

James  Hutchison 

Jems  J.  Smith.  . 
William  ( it  ay .  .  .  . 
Ariel  Ballou .... 


Manchester,  No.  12. 
. .  . . 

I'nion,  No.  10. 

Friendship.  No.  7. 
St.  Johns,  No.  1. 
Morning  Star.  No.  13 


■  ■ 


Thomas  A.  Doyle. 


I  luyd  Morton  

Nicholas  Van  Slyck  . 


■ 


St.  Johns,  No.  1,  P. 


1 


Charles  K.  Cutler 


Edward  I .  Freeman. 


Thomas  Vincent 


I'nion,  No.  to. 
What  Cheer.  No  21. 


Washington.  No.  3. 

I'nion,  No.  10. 
. .  . . 

Franklin.  No.  20. 


Lyman  Klapp  W  hat  Cheer.  No.  21. 


Newton  I ).  Arm >ld 

William  N.  Acklev  . 
> .  11 

( ieorge  IF  Kmvon 


.  St.  Johns,  No.  I,  P. 
.  Washington,  No.  3. 


Rising  Sun,  No.  30. 
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Deputy  Crand  Master. 


Senior  Grand  Warden. 


Junior  Grand  Warden. 

I  

Daniel  Tillinghast. 


Jabez  Bowen  Peleg  Clarke  

• •  •  •  14  11 

I •  4  1  II  4  4 

Peleg  Clarke  'Daniel  Tillinghast. . .  George  Sears. 


Christopher  Olney.. . . 


•  4 

•  4 


•  ■ 

4  . 

•  > 


George  Sears  Ephraim  Bowen,  Jr. 


<  ■ 


7Ui 
792 

793 
794 

795 
796 

797 
798 

799  Christopher  Olney 
800. Moses  Seixas  

Soi     "        "   Ephraim  Bowen,  Jr...  John  L.  Boss. 

802  Ephraim  Bowen,  Jr  John  L.  Boss  Thomas  S.  Webb 

803 
804 

805 
806 
807 

808 

809  Sylvester  Child,  Jr 
8ioj  " 

811  Thomas  S.  Webb. . 
8121      "  "  .. 

813  Amos   M.  Atwell  Christopher  Rhodes. .  Giles  Luther. 

814I    "  "   William  Wilkinson.. 

815  John  L.  B<«s.  John  Carlilc  Richard  Anthony. 

816, John  Carlile  Richard  Anthony.  . .  .  John  A.  Shaw. 

817  Richard  Anthony  Samuel  Jackson. .  .  . 


<  • 
•  > 


Thomas  S.  Webb. . . .  Sylvester  Child,  Jr. 
4 .  44 

.... 

John  Carlilc  


1 . 
Ann 


•  > 

■  > 


4  4 


•  > 

•  • 

4  4 

|4 


Amos  M.  Atwell. 
.4  44 


M.  Atwell  Christopher  Rhodes. 


818 
819 
820 
821 
822 


- 1 


■  < 


4  4 


Charles  Cotton. 


>  • 


1 


Charles  Cotton  Peter  Grinncll. 


823!charles  Cotton   Peter  Grinnell  Harney  Mem'. 

8241 


825'Peter  Grinnell   Barnev  Merry   lames  Coggcshall. 

526  "         "    "         "  '  Sylvester  Luther. 

527  Harnev  Merry  Sylvester  Luther  Phillip  Potter. 

828  "  "       44    "  •*   Joseph  S.  Cooke. 

829  Sylvester  Luther  Joseph  S.  Cooke  Stephen  A.  Robinson. 


S3 1  Stephen  A.  Robinson..  William  C.  Barker. .. 'Samuel  E.  Gardiner. 

832  William  C.  Barker   Samuel  E.  Gardiner.  ..Sylvester  Knight. 

S33  Sylvester  Knight   Bar/.illai  Cranston  Cvrus  Hsher. 

834       "  "    •'  "   Joshua  B.  Rathbun. 

> 3? Joshua  B.  Rathbun   **  "   "Nathaniel  Mowry,  2d. 

830  Bar/.illai  Cranston   Nathaniel  Mown,  Jr. 

*37 
83s 

S19  Nathaniel  Mowry,  2d..  Pardon  Clarke  Oliver  Johnson. 

840 
S41 


1  • 


Pardon  Clarke. 

4  4  4  4 


842  Pardon  Clarke   Oliver  Johnson   Ah  in  Jenks 

S43J.1m1.-s  S:il>bury  |Alvin  Jenks  William  Held. 
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it 


Senior  Grand  Warden. 


Junior  Grand  Warden. 


Alvin  Jenks  William  Field. 

William  Field  George  W.  Marsh. 


George  W.  Marsh  . . . 
Edwin  I  lowland  


1 1 


<  ■ 


it 

It 


William  Gray. 


Edwin  Howland. 

Alexander  M.  McGregor. 

Ariel  Ballou. 
it  n 

•  i  i. 


844  Set  h  Peck  

845  Alvin  Jenks  

846  "   

847  William  Field  

848  George  W.  Marsh  

849 
850 

851 
852 

853  William  Gray  Oliver  Johnson  Hiram  Hill. 

854  •  ....   

855  James  Hutchison  William  B.  Snell  Icrvis  I.  Smith 

856  "  "   I      "  "   

857  William  H.  Snell   Jervis  J.  Smith  ....    John  Eldred. 

tj„U  •  I  »•  It  it  •  •  1  • 

^S^1     1 

859  James  Salsbury  Ariel  Ballou. .......  Philip  B.  Bourn. 

860  Ariel  Hallou  Philip  B.  Bourn  William  B.  Blanding 

William  B.  Blanding 
George  A.  French  

. . . 

1.  «• 

•  ■ 

Moses  Fifield   C.  Joseph  Kales. 

"   Emerson  Goddard. 

William  Gilpin. 


861 
862 
863 
864 


Phillip  B.  Bourn 


1  > 
11 


it 


ti 
•I 


.  1 


Emerson  Goddard 
•  I  it 


tt 


•  1 


1 1 


Daniel  Babcock. 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 
t  •  • 


Thomas  Vincent  John  Myers 


•  i 


it 


Nicholas  Van  Slyck  

865  Lloyd  Morton  

866  William  B.  Blanding 

867  Moses  Fifield   

868  Lloyd  Morton 
869!* 
870 

871! 

872  Nicholas  Van  Slyck.  . 

873  Tames  II.  Armington 

874  Charles  R.  Cutler.  . . . 

875  Edward  L.  Freeman 
876 

877 
878 

870  Thomas  Vincent  Henry  C.  Field  

S80      "  "   '    "  44   

881  Geo.  M.  Carpenter,  Jr.  .  James  M.  Davis..  .  . 

852  Lyman  Klapp  

853  Newton  D.  Arnold  

884      "  '*   

S85      •'  "   

886  Rev.  Wm.  N.  Ackley.. 

887  Samuel  G.  Stiness  

888  "  '* 
880.  Stillman  White 
8  90 
891 


Ara  Hildreth. 
11  >• 


ti 
i. 


4 . 


1 1 

•  1 


Charles  R.  Cutler. 


1 1 
it 


11 
•  > 


Ray  B.  Tayer. 

"   William  J.  Underwood. 

"   Henry  D.  DeBlois. 

George  F.  Crandall. 

William  H.  Cotton. 

Robert  S.  Franklin. 
•  1  .i 


John  P.  Sanborn..*... 
11  1. 

ii  11 
George  H.  Kenyon. . . 

•  1  •  1 

Elisha  II .  Rhodes. .  ',  . 
ii  11 


ti 


George  H.  Ken  von. 
tt  i. 

.t  11 
David  S.  Baker  Jr. 

♦  *  la 

Stillman  White. 
Edward  P.  Lowden. 


>  • 

1 1 


1  ■ 
1 
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Joseph  Russell  

ii  •  • 

■  •  ■  • 

Ephraim  Bowen,  Jr 


>  4 


Joseph  Tillinghast 


791 
792 
793 
794 

795 
796 

797 
798 

799 
800 

801 

802  Jeremiah  F.  Jenkins 
803 
804 
805 
806 
807 

808  "  " 

809  William  Wilkinson 
8ioi 

3n 
812: 

813  " 

S14  Benjamin  Clifford 


4  • 

•  1 

•  > 


1815 

1  4 

[816 

•  • 

1817 

<• 

[818 

I  4 

1819 

•  4 

[820 

r  32 1 

1  1 

1822 

1 1 

4  . 

1823 

4  4 

1824 

II 

•  4 

1S25 

44 

>  < 

[826 

tS27 

>  • 

•  4 

IS28 

•  1 

<l 


14 


•  4 


829  Thomas  Whitaker 
830 

831 

832  Nicholas  Stilwell. . 

833  Pardon  Clarke. . . 

834  "  ... 

8351  "  "  ... 
83O1  Henry  Holden. . . 

"  " 

^3/ 
83S 
$39 

841 

842 
-45 


!John  Handy 
1  4  4  44 


4  4 


.4 


None  provided  for 
in  the  Constitution. 


Thomas  Handy. 

41  41 

41  |l 

4  4  14 

II  II 

Caleb  Bowers. 

44  ii 

41  4. 

Otis  Ammidon.. 


4  > 


John  Holroyd. 


■  • 

44 
4  4 


Walker  Humphry. 


44  14 

■       •       •  • 

4.  44 

... 

.4  4< 

.  .   •  . 

II  4  4 

.... 

•  I  II 

.    •    •  ■ 

41  .4 

.... 

41  44 

Edward  R.  Young. . . 
4 .  1 . 

4  •  4  1 

Samuel  W.  Wheeler! '. 

i  i  M 

■  ■ 

Jason  Williams  

4  •  . . 

4. 

I  4 

■  •■*•■ 

•  •  >  I 

Samuel  Warner  

James  Hutchison  

. .  . . 


William  Smith. 
Abraham  L.  Clark. 


4 . 

4  < 
4  ■ 


San\uel  Watson. 


Alex.  V.  Griswold. 


4 . 

44 

•  4 

1 1 
44 


44 

14 
•  4 


No  record. 
Alex.  V.  Griswold. 
Barnabas  Bates. 


4  4 


4  4 


George  Taft. 


4 . 
4 . 


4  4 

41 


David  Pickering. 

I  I  »  • 

lacob  Frieze. 
■   1.  .1 

David  Benedict. 
John  West. 

Ahab  Read. 

•  *  *  » 

George  Taft. 
Leonard  Wakefield. 

..  14 


•  4 


George  Taft. 
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Grand  Treasurer. 


(.rand  Secretary. 


1844  Henry  Holden  James  Hutchison. 

184s  Charles  D.  Greene. 

1846  "  ■«  . 

1847  Jason  Williams. 
1848 


Grand  Chaplain. 


<  i 

•  < 

•  • 

•  • 

•  < 

■  • 

4  t 

4 . 

1  • 

•  < 

*• 

•  • 

1  < 

.  1 

1849 

1850 

1851 

1852 
1353 

1854 
1855 
1856 
IS57 

1858 

1859 

i860  Gardner  T.  Swarts  

ISfM 
I  <(>2 
1  S63 
1864 
l*f* 
iSM, 

IS67 

I8f«9 

I&7" 
I  ^71 
1872 

1873 
1874 

1875  Clinton  I).  Sellew 

1876  "  "   

1877  Nelson  W.  Aldrich  

1878  •*  .... 

1879  Clinton  D.  Sellew  

1880 
1881 
1882 
18S3 

18S4  Darius  H.  Davis. 
1885 
1SS6 
1887 
l8ftS 
1SS9 
I  8ck> 
1  $91 


■  ■ 

■  • 


■  • 
•  1 


George  W.  Hathaway. 


Horace  A.  Wilcox. 


■  > 

'4 

It 
4t 


«t 


>  • 


William  C.  Barker... 


>  > 

>  • 


•  > 

t« 

•  4 


Thomas  A.  Doyle  


>  • 


Horatio  Rogers,  Jr. . . 
Charles  D.  Greene. . . 


>  1 


1  < 
.  ■ 


1  • 


■  1 


>  > 
•  4 


John  K  el  ley. 

4  4  It 

George  W.  Chevers. 
tt  44 

Horace  A.  Wilcox. 
George  A.  Carpenter. 
Charles  H.  Titus. 


■ . 

4« 


it 
>  4 


Augustus  Woodbury. 
Charles  H.  Titus. 
Benjamin  W.  Atwell. 

*  4  ,  * 

Henry  W.  Rugg. 


1  .... 


■  1 


4  4 
■  < 


■  • 

4  4 

■  < 


Edwin  Baker. 


•  1 

•  4 

>  < 

•  < 

•  < 

•  4 

•t 

• . 

it 

44 

»t 

4  4 

.  4 

44 

< . 

•  1 

.  ■ 

4  ■ 

.  • 

•  1 

4  • 

4  • 
■  • 


Daniel  G.  Anderson. 


4  4 

4  4 

4  4 

t  • 

•  • 

•  • 

4  4 

4  t 

•  4 

4  . 

4  4 

4  4 

4  4 

•  t 

4  4 

4  4 

*  1  Med  in  off.ee  September  37th,  and  Thomas  A.  Doyle  appointed  by  the  M.\  \V.\  (.rand 
Master. 

+  Died  in  office  M.irch  117,  1875,  and  \VV.  Clinton  I).  Sellew  appointed  by  the  M.\  \V.\  (irand 
Master. 
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1S71 

1S72  Thomas  Vincent. 
1873 

1874  Millen  S.  Greene 
1875 
1S76 

1877  J.  Alonzo  Babcock 
1878,.      "  "  . 


[James  H.  Armington 
i Edward  L.  Freeman. 


Ira  W.  Arnold. 

Dwight  R.  Adams. 
Henry  A.  Pierce. 


1879  John  P.  Luther  

1880,    "  "  .... 

1881  James  \Y.  Pollette.  . 
1 882 1  William  N.  Acklev. . 

1883  " 

1884  " 
18851  " 

l8S6Stillman  White  

1S87  Dexter  P».  Potter  

1888  Elisha  H.  Rhodes  

I88g  Frank  E.  Thompson  .. 
iSoo;  *• 

1 89 1; William  H.  Crawley  .  .  . 


Albert  H.  Cushman  . . 
.>  ■■ 

George  M.  Carpenter.  John  P.  Luther. 

[Robert  S.  Franklin. . .  Henry  A.  Pierce. 

Henry  A.  Pierce  James  W.  Polletet. 

J.  Howard  Manchester  William  Kent. 

Charles  II .  Whedon. 
Charles  M.  Arnold. 

4  1  >! 


i Albert  H  Spicer  

Charles  H.  Whedon. . 


Favette  B.  Bennett  . . . 
F.lisha  H  Rhodes  ... . 
Frank  E  Thompson.. 
William  H.  Crawley. 

Cyrus  M.  Van  Slyck .  . 


1  > 


William  T.  C.  Ward  well. 
Frank  E.  Thompson. 
Albert  F.  Ellsworth. 
Cyrus  M.  Van  Slyck. 

*  •  *  4 

C.  Henry  Alexander. 


4th  I).  D.  M. 


sth  D.  L>.  M. 


Crand  Musical  Director. 


1^71 

1S72;  William  Gilpin 
t*73 
1*74 

1875  Robert  S.  Franklin  

• ■ r  .... 

.  v O  >  • 

'  w  /  ... 
1S7S 

I S  79.  Harvey  S.  Bart  let  t  

lS>o'|.  Howard  Manchester, 
i-s,  William  N.  Ackley..   .  . 

l>>2  Charles  M.  Arnold  

Stillman  White  ...... 

i*S4  "   

1SS5      "  "   

is,?  6  Dexter  B.  Potter  

1SS7  Cfor^e  ('.  Stillm.-m.  .  . 
I        William  H.  Craw  lev  ... 
I  >^9  Thomas  I .  Pierce  .  .    .  . 
I  vio  C.  Henry  Alexander    .  . 
I        <  'harles  S.  Nichols.    .  . 


Edwin  Baker. 
William  R.  Greene. 


Henry  A.  Chase  . . 
Ira  W.  Arnold  ... 
Dwight  R.  Adams. 


Harvey  S.  Bartlett.. .  . 

James  W.  Pollette  

,*WilIard  Kent ...  

;  Lindsay  Anderson  .  .  .  . 
< icorge  H.  Kcnyon  . .  . 
Albert  L.  Chester.  .  .  . 
l  avetle  B.  Bennett  .  .  . 


Charles  L.  Ken  von. 


jZevmer  M  .  Jenrks  . . . 
All^rt  F  Flhworth  . 
Kdw  ard  P.  Lowden 

C.  Henrv  Alexander..  Hamilton  C.  MacDougall. 
Charles  S.  Nichols  ... 

Henry  C.  Field  <  'liarles  I,.  Kenyon. 
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Year. 


Senior  Grand  Deacon. 


George  Sears. 


< . 
♦  i 


Christopher  Olney. 


791  

792  

793  

794  

795   •*  ... 

796   *'  "  ... 

797  Ephraim  Bowen,  Jr 

798  ,      "  " 

799  John  L.  Boss  

800   "  "   

801    Gershom  Jones  

802  Hekekiah  Babcock . . . 

803  ,  "  ... 

804   Stephen  Abbott    .  . 

805  Amos  Maine  Atwell 

806   *« 

807  1    "        "  " 

808 ........ !  

809  Stephen  Cahoone  . . . 

810   Christopher  Rhodes 

811   John  A.  Shaw. 

812  

8i3  

814  

8i5  

816  

817  

818  


Junior  Grand  Deacon. 


Ebenezer  Thompson. 


John  L.  Boss. 


.  > 


John  Snow. 
Seth  Peck.. 


Gershom  Jones. 

Ebenezer  Burrill. 
Samuel  Thurber,  Jr. 
Stephen  Abbott. 
Hekekiah  Babcock. 


819  Peter  Grinnell. 

820   " 

821.  Jeremiah  Bliss. 

822  


823. 
824 

825. 
826. 


Philip  Potter 


Stephen  Cahoone. 

Edward  Easton. 
•  1  it 

Giles  Luther. 
>•  >> 

Richard  Anthony. 

U  it 

John  Snow. 
Isaac  Stall. 
Christopher  Dexter. 
Jeremiah  Bliss. 


Barney  Merry. 
1 1 

S.  Cooke. 


Nathaniel  Mowry. 
William  C.  Barker. 
Samuel  E.  Gardiner. 


S27   Joseph  S.  Cooke. 

828   Pardon  Sayles. .  . . 

S29  William  C  Barker 

S30  

S3 1  Sylvester  Knight  . 

532  John  Dexter  

533  James  Salsbury   James  Hutchison. 

534  Nathaniel  Mowry  Hiram  Hill 

s35  Hiram  Hill  

S36   John  Allen  

837   Jeremiah  Whipple 

S38  

S39   "  "   Alvin  Jenks. 


Nicholas  Stillwell. 
Remington  Arnold. 


Oliver  Johnson. 
1 1  . . 

H  •  • 

t.  .1 


Alvin  Jenks   .  Thomas  A.  Paine. 


^40  

S41  

842  William  Held  Jeremiah  Whipple, 

S43  iGeorge  W.  Marsh  Edwin  Howland. 
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Yw. 


Senior  Grand  Deacon. 


Junior  Grand  Deacon. 


George  \V.  Marsh   Edwin  Howland. 

Alexander  M.  McGregor   ;  " 

Edwin  Howland  Alexander  M.  McGregor. 

Alexander  M.  McGregor  Suchet  Mauran. 

Charles  D.  Greene   I^onard  Wright. 


844   • 

845  

846  

847  

848  

849  

850  

851  

852   

853  William  B.  Snell  ] 

854   "  4   i  " 

855   Leonard  Wright    Sullivan  Ballou. 


.  % 


>  > 


I 


James  L.  Jones. 
. .  . . 

.  John  I\  Walker. 

Ezra  S.  Dodge. 
.  Israel  S.  Hopkins. 


856 

857. 
858 
859. 
860. 

861   Ezra  S.  Dodge. 

862   "  "  . 

863   "  "  , 

864   " 

865  Emerson  Grxldard  

866.  ,  William  Gilpin  James  E.  Smith. 

867   Daniel  Babcock   ..  Benjamin  Tallman. 

868   "  "   

S69. 
S70 
871 


'1 


572  (icorge  G.  Stillman  John  Myers. 

573  John  Myers  Anson  Greene 

574   ...  Anson  Greene  James  M.  Davis. 

875   "  "    " 

876  

877  

878  

S79  

8-0  

SSi   Benjamin  A.  Reynolds  William  H.  I'erry. 

r>>2  

SSl  

SS4  

8*5   ... 

>>6  


1  < 


•  1 


887  Cyrus  M.  Van  Slyck  William  H.  Crawley. 

sss   *'         "         "   C.  Henry  Alexander. 

8*9   George  W.  Pettis   Albert  H.  Williams. 

8«jo  

8«ji    1 
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Year. 


Sc-nii.r  (Jrand  Steward. 


l3fK>. 

l86l. 

1862. 

IS63. 

1 864. 

lS6«?. 

1866. 

1867 

186S. 

1SG9. 

1S70. 

1871. 

1872. 

IS73 
1874 

1875. 
1876 

1877. 
187S. 

1879 

1SS0. 

1 88 1. 

1882. 

IC83 

1884. 

1885. 

1S86. 

18S7. 

1888. 

1889. 


Israel  M.  Hopkins. 
Henry  F.  Smith  


Junior  (Irand  Steward. 


Stanton  Hazard. 
Charles  A.  Greene. 


Emerson  Goddard  

James  F.  Smith  Joseph  M.  Merchant. 

Israel  R.  Sheldon  Benjamin  Tallman; 

 Stanton  Hazard. 


1  • 


 William  T.  C.  Ward  well. 

Whipple  V.  Phillips   ...  Anson  Greene. 

James  M.  Davis   Edward  W.  Brunsen. 

Edward  W.  Brunsen.  John  H.  Pierce. 

John  B.  Pierce    Samuel  T.  Whipple. 


Charles  E.  Richardson 


•  •  •      .  * 


Benjamin  A.  Reynolds. 


.!  Forrest  A.  Peck    Edward  F.  Anthony. 


•  ■ 


<  • 

>  > 


1S90. 
1891 


C.  Henry  Alexander  George  W.  Pettis. 

George  W.  Pettis  Albert  H.  Williams. 

|Mycr  Noot     Eugene  F.  Warner. 

Eugene  F.  Warner   Benjamin  W.  Case. 

*<              >«  ..  11 

1  ....   
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3 
> 

1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 

1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 

1852 

1853 

1854 

1855 
1856 

1857 
185s 
1859 
1S60 
1 861 
1862 
1863 
1864 

1 86s 
1866 
1867 
186S 
1869 
1S70 
1871 
1872 

1873 
1874 

1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
18S0 
1H81 
1S82 
18S3 
18S4 
1SS5 
1S86 
1887 
18HS 

1  s^q! 

I  S</u' 
I  Soli 


Deputy  Grand  Secretary. 


Caleb  Bowers  

William  Wilkinson  . 


Stephen 


Cahoone . 


Abolished  in  1808 


Grand  Pursuivant. 


Appointed  1826. 

1827. 


Grand  Lecturer. 


Christian  M.  Ncstell. 
•  1  «> 


Appointed  1845.      James  Hutchison. 
1846. 

1847. 


James  Graham. 


Nathan  P.  Towne. . . 


■  • 
•  1 


«» 


James  L.  Jones   Joseph  D.  Joslin. 


"   James  Hut'hison. 

Benjamin  J .  Brown ... ! 

...  Jerome  B.  Borden. 

•  •  4  i  4  I  14 

"    ..  .Charles  A.  Greene. 
...  James  Hutchison. 

>•  44  (4 

Oliver  E.  Greene  Moses  Fitield. 

44  <(  "  ** 

•  •  *  •  I 

Benjamin  Tallman...  Daniel  Babcock. 
Joseph  M.  Merchant.  .Stillman  White. 
Charles  R.  Cutler  

»»  w  1*  •• 

.  •  •  • 

John  B.  Tierce  

-  •  •  >  • 

 Henry  C.  Field. 

i     Aldrkh . . 


it 


it 


4  • 


J.  Howard  Manchester.  Stillman  White. 
Samuel  G.  Stiness  


James  C.  Blake  

•  »  •  • 

Forrest  A.  Teck'  

. .  . .  .4 

.... 

John  Totter.  3d  


•4 


 Robert  W.  Morton. 

C.  llenr>'  Alexander.. 

4  I  .  4  4  4  4  4 

|ohn  T.  Luther. 
Albert  H.  Williams.  .  .  '  " 
Fayette  B.  Bennett...  Forrest  A.  Teck. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHRONOLOGICAL  REGISTER. 


759 


Grand  Marshal. 


1 79 1  Jabez  Champlin. 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
17^ 

1797 
1798 

1799 
1800 
1 80 1 
1802 
1803 


>  • 


Joseph  Adams. 


*  • 


1 1 
'  1 


Grand  Sword  Bearer. 


Gershom  Jones 
J  1, 


1 1 
1  • 


William  Douglass. 


>  1 


.1 
•  1 


Nathan  Fisher. . . 
Thomas  Sessions 

1804  Nathan  Fisher.. 

1805  William  Church 
1806, 
1807 

1808  Nathan  Fisher  . . . 

1809  "        "  ... 

18 10  Daniel  W.  Barker. 

181 1  Peter  Grinnell  

18 1 2  Ebenezer  Johnson 
1813 
1814 

1 81 5  John  Andrews 
1816I  " 

l8i7!Asa  Bos worth 
1818.  " 
1819'  «« 

i82olJosiahWhittaker,(P.  T.) 
18211 
1822I 

1823  Samuel  Y.  Atwell. 

1824  Samuel  Greene... 

1825  "         **  ... 

1826  "  "  ... 
i827!william  C.  Barker 

1828  C.  M.  Nestell  . . . 

1829  Dwight  Ingraham 
1830 

1831  James  Salsbury 
1832' 
1333 
1834 
1835 
1836 

1837 
1838 

1839 
1840 
1 841 
1842 
1843 


Robert  Davis. 
<■  >• 

Clarke  Cooke. 


Thomas  Tilley . 


•  ■ 


William  Douglass. 


>  < 


•  1 

•  I 

1 1 


John  B.  Lyon  

James  Coggeshall  


11 


« • 


■  • 


William  Field. 
« • 


*  1 
i. 


John  B.  Roid. 


Theophilus  Topham 
John  Tillinghast 


Oliver  Harris. 
i<  •> 


■  I  a 

i«  ii 
!•  ii 

Hollis  K.  Jencks 
•  1  ii 

1 1  •• 

I.  14 
11  •  • 


Grand  Tyler. 


William  Adancourt  

William  Douglass,  P.  T. 
William  Adancourt. 


Benjamin  -Hoppin,  P.  T. 
Nicholas  Hoppin,  P.  T. 


John  Richards,  P.  T. 


William  P.  R.  Benson. 

ii  a 

ii  •• 


•  > 


•  1 


Bernon  Dunn. 
•  1  >i 


William  P.  R.  Benson. 


1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

.  1 

< . 

» « 

II 

<  1 

1 1 

II 

.  1 

.  i 

1 1 

. . 

< . 

II 

II 

•  1 

«« 

. . 

II 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

Christian  M.  Nestell. 
•  1  11 


ii 


John  Clemmons. 


1 1 


William  P.  R.  Benson. 
William  Trcscott. 
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('.rand  Marshal. 

Grand  Sword  Hearer. 

Grand  Tyler. 

1 

it 
•  « 


1844  I«>hn  H.  Reid 

1845"  " 
1846 

1847  Cyrus  P..  Manchester 
1848 

1849 
1850 
1851 

1852  William  Greene 

1853 
1854 

«855 
1856 

1857 
185S 

1559  Charles  I).  Greene 

1560  Kmcrson  Goddard 

l86l 

1S62 
1S63 

1864  |anics  II.  Armington 
iS6s  Henry  V.  Smith. 
i860  •• 

18C17  Israel  M.  Hokins 
tS6S  •• 
1869  " 
■1870  " 

1571  " 

1572  I.cWkus  C.  Tourtellot 

1873  •• 

1874  Charles  R.  Pravton 
1S75       "  •'•  . 
I&76       "               "  • 
1877  Samuel  G.  Stiness. 
1S7S  Alvord  ().  Miles..  .  . 

1579  •'  ... 

1580  M  .... 
I88l  Dexter  IS.  1'otter.  .  . 
IS62  ••  ••  ... 
IPS3  Henry  A.  I'icne.  .  . 
1S84  Cyrus  M .  Van  Slvck 
188^ 

I8S6  •' 

1S»7  Charles  R.  Dennis.  . 

1SS0. 
1S00 
1891 


Mollis  K.  Jencks  . 


Arunah  li.  Armstro 
Remington  Arnold 


Benedict  Aldrich 


■  ■ 


Israel  R.  Sheldon. 
Daniel  Hancock 
William  D.  Aldrich 
Charles  R.  Cutler. 

1 

Thomas  Vincent.. 
John  H.  Tierce  .  .  . 
William  I).  Aldric 
Charles  >alstecn.. 

Kdward  W.  Rninsen 
James       Smitli .  .  . 
William  II.  Perry. 

Thomas  Wilmarth! 
layette  15.  Pcnnelt 

i 


■  ■ 


Albert  I..  Chester 

.. 

Charles  C.  Chirk. 
Jabe/  W.  Wilmarth 


William  Trescott. 


Daniel  Wightman. 
it 

. .  ii 
it  •• 
11  t> 

Stephen  I).  OIney. 
Daniel  Wightman. 
Kbene/cr  li.  White. 


ii 

•  1 

• . 

1 1  . 

•  1 

•  1 

•  • 

1  • 

1. 

1 1 

•  * 

>  1 

1 . 

i' 

>  1 

•  1 

•  > 

i  • 

■  1 

1 1 

•  • 

■ 

•  > 

■ 

.  > 

•  • 

A. 

Dow  land. 

P.  T. 


■ 
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MEMBERS  OF  GRAND  LODGE. 


I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 


Christopher  Champlin  

Jabez  Bowen . . . 
Peleg  Clarke  . . 


♦  •  *  ♦  » 


•Moses  Seixas. . 
Daniel  StilKvell 


Oliver  Brown 
John  Carlisle,  2d. 
Charles  Wheaton 


Amos  M.  Atwell  

IO  ;  John  Aldrich   

II 


12 

'3 
14 


Christopher  Olncy 
Nathaniel  Waldron. 


Joseph  Bowen . 
Joseph  Rawson. 


15  j  He/ekiah  Babcock,  Jr. .  .  . 

16  I  Moses  Aldrich  

17  1  Alexander  V.  Griswold. .  . 


IS    Anan  Evans  

19  I  Jonathan  Nichols  

20  Nathaniel  Smith,  Jr  

21  Michael  Anthony  

22  Stephen  Franklin  


23  William  Wilkinson. 

24  Scth  Teck   

25  John  Wardwell  


26  Abner  Alden  

27  Kphraini  Bowen,  Jr  . . . 

28  Israel  Amsbnry  

29  F.l>enezcr  Tyler  

30  IV  leg  Rhodes  


1 

1  P. 

1 

1 

I  IV 
1  P 
I  P 

3 

4 

5 

1  P. 


7 
V 


S 
6 

7 

'> 
<> 

4 
II 

I  P. 

3 
6 

1 1 

9 

4 
10 

9 


Hijcht-M  Office  in 
Grand  Lodge. 


Grand  Master  

Grand  Master. . . . 

Grand  Master  

Grand  Master  


Grand  Master.... 

I 



r 

Dep.  G.  Master  

Grand  Master.   .  . 


S.  G.  Deacon  


(irand  Chaplain . 


Grand  Master. 
Grand  Master. 


Grand  Master  


First  Kite  ted 
Master. 


Never  Master. 
1778. 
Dec.  3. 
17M). 

Dec.  27. 

171M. 

Dec.  27. 
Dec.  27. 

1793. 
Dec.  27. 

1794. 
Dec.  27. 

17JMI. 
Tune  24. 
'  1 7»». 
Feb.  22. 
Sept.  23. 
Never  Master. 

1800. 
June  25. 

1*01. 

May  5. 
June  10. 

1803. 

June  8. 

1*04. 

Aug.  7- 
Dec.  12. 

1805. 

May  6. 

May  6 
Dec.  IS. 

1SO0. 
Feb.  22. 
June  24. 
*  1800. 
Dec.  24. 
Dec  25. 
Dec.  27. 

1807. 
June  15. 
func  24. 

180S. 
Feb.  22. 

May  2. 
June  14. 


-.5 
St 

> 


13 

I 

IS 

2 
I 

12 
IO 
IO 


4 

3 

•7 

? 
1 

1 

2 
1 

3 

12 

3 

1 

I 

1 

S 
6 
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V. 


Name. 


2. 


31 
32 

33 

34 
35 
36 
37 

38 

39 
40 

4i 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 


- 
7. 


64 

65 
66 

67 
68 

60 

70 

71 


Thomas  Tillinghast,  Jr. 

Richard  Anthony  

Ebenezer  Johnson  

Christopher  Dexter. . . . 

Chad  Sayles   

Lefavour  Howland  

James  Perry. .   

David  Sayles   

Esbon  Sanford  

Allen  Wardwell   


1 1 
12 
1  P. 

8 

7 
6 
1 

13 

5 
6 


Ahab  Read   8 

Sylvester  Child,  Jr   3 

Howland  Greene  j  1 1 

Sylvester  Knight   12 

Samuel  Jackson   1  P. 

Daniel  Bradford   6 


47  James  Mason  \  10 

48  Peter  Grinncll   \  4 


49 
5o 

51 

52 
53 
54 


I  Thomas  Mann   8 

'  Jesse  Tourtcllot  j  7 

;  Nathan  F.  Dixon   5 

Thomas  Smith  Webb. . 

John  Greene  

John  A.  Shaw   


55  John  Snow  

56  Zephaniah  Kcach,  Jr. . . . 

57  Elisha  P.  Smith  

58  John  L.  Boss  


59  Nehemiah  Potter  

60  Christopher  Rhodes.  . . 

61  William  Anthony..  .. 

62  Isaac  Stall  


1  P 
12 
I 

4 

7 

I 

13 

9 
12 

1 


63    Moses  Richardson   I  P . 


Willard  Joslin   13 

Nathaniel  Mowry,  2d  .  .  .  8 

John  Andrews   4 

John  A.  Shaw   14 

Thomas  O.  H.  Carpenter.  15 

William  Harrison   11 

John  Baldwin   12 

Tully  Dorrance   9 


Highest  Office  in 
Grand  I^kIkc 


First  Klccted 
Master. 


fo.S 


Grand  Master. 


Grand  Master. 


Dep.  G.  Master. 
S.  G.  Warden. . . 


Grand  Master. 


Grand  Master. 


J.  G.  Warden. 


S.  G.  Deacon  


Dep.  G.  Master. . . 


S.  G.  Warden. 


Grand  Master. . 


Dep.  G.  Master, 


S.  G.  Deacon 


1808. 

June  24. 
Nov.  28. 
Dec.  27. 

1809. 
Feb.  13. 

May  1. 
Dec.  14. 
Dec.  27. 

1810. 
Jan.  10. 

June. 
Dec.  19.' 

1811. 

Feb.  8 
Never  Master. 

June. 
Oct.  29.  . 
Dec.  27. 
Dec.  27. 

1812. 
Jan.  27. 
Feb.  22. 

1813. 
Feb.  12. 

May  3. 
June  22. 
• 

Oct.  29. 
Dec.  27. 
1814. 

Feb.  22. 

May  2. 
Nov.  12. 
Dec.  27. 

1815. 
Jan.  22. 
April  24. 
Oct.  20. 
Dec.  27. 
Dec.  27. 

1816. 
Jan.  8. 
Jan.  18. 
Feb.  22. 
Feb.  26. 
May  27. 

June. 
Oct.  29. 
Nov.  12. 


3 
4 
3 

2 
6 
3 
4 

5 
3 
[ 


5 

S 

3 
5 

I 
2 

1 

!  3 

1  1 
2 

*  *  • 

2 
1 

2 

3 
1 

7 

'  1 
1 

2 

'  3 

, 

1 
1 
1 

I 

1 

S 
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a 
V 

~z 
X 


72 

73 
74 
75 
70 
77 
73 

79 

80 

Si 
82 
83 


Name. 


5 


3 


John  Dexter  

Barney  Merry  

George  Wheaton  

Charles  Cotton   14 

Benjamin  W.  Case  _j  1 

Cyrus  W.  Lyndsey  !    1  P 

Jabez  Amsbury    13 


Highest  Office  in 
Grand  Lodge. 


S.  G.  Deacon. . . 
10-8  !  Grand  Master. . . 

4   

Dep.  G.  Master. 


I 


Joseph  S.  Cooke 
Asa  Bosworth. . . 
Samuel  Randall. 


4 

I  P. 
3 


Barnabas  Bates  j  6. 

jl'heophilus  Topham  '■  14-1 

84  jwinsor  Aldrich  !  £ 

85  David  Wilkinson   13 

86  Christopher  Burr  i    1  P. 

87  Sylvester  Luther   6 


Sg 
90 

<>I 

92 


David  Wilkinson. 
Nehemiah  Dodge 
Thomas  R.  Eddy. 
Pardon  Sayles. 


LQ 
4 
1 

13 

Samuel  Greene  ■  iq 


I  P. 
it 

4 
L5 

LO 

u 
IP. 


108  Abel  Wilder    u 

log  1  Moses  Aldrich  ._  lS 

no  Hollis  K.  Jenks   L2 

l±a  Mowry  Clark   8 

1 12  James  Harris   g_ 

113  Stephen  T.  Northam  ....  1 

1 14  John  Haile   3 


93  Philip  Potter  j    1  P. 

94  [  Henry  Martin  j  4 

95  Sylvanus  Bradford   1 

96  1  Louis  I  )exter,  1  r   ft 

97  Niles  Manchester   id 

98  Nathan  Whiting   (  11 

i 

99  Robert  Steere   j 

100  Oliver  Harris    j  13. 

101  Lowell  Adams... 
ln2  :  William  Harrison 

103  Samuel  Y.  Atwell. 

104  Cyril  C.  Lyon. . . . 
ip_£  Caleb  Drown .... 

106  Hosea  Ballou  .... 

107  William  C.  Barker. 


Grand  Master. 


Grand  Chaplain 


Dep.  G.  Master. 


S.  G.  Deacon 


J.  G.  Warden. 


Dep.  G.  Master. . . I 


First  Elected 
Master. 


1817. 

Jan.  3, 
Jan.  22. 
Feb.  22. 
Oct.  23. 
Dec.  22. 
Dec.  27. 
Dec.  30. 

1818. 
Feb.  22. 
Dec.  28. 
Dec.  2JL 
Dec.  2JL 
Jan.  2Lh 

1819. 
Nov.  26, 
Dec.  19. 
Dec.  27. 
Dec.  27. 

1820. 
Jan.  26. 

Feb.  22 
Sept.  LL. 
l>ec. 
Dec.  2cl 
Dec.  27. 

1821. 
Feb.  22. 
Sept.  10. 

Nov.  9. 
Dec.  L2. 


1822.' 

Sept.  9. 
Dec.  23. 
Dec.  2j. 
Dec.  31. 

1828. 
Feb.  22. 

Oct.  9. 

Dec.  3. 
Dec.  15. 
Dec.  29. 

1824. 
Aug.  2. 
Aug.  28. 
Nov.  1. 
Nov.  5. 
Nov.  g. 
Dec.  27. 
Dec.  2j. 


•S.S 


2 

4 
I 
I 
I 

I 

3 


2 

4 

6 

1 

7 

f 

2 
1 
1 

•4 

1 
1 
1 

2 
I 
2 

3 
1 

3 
2 

4 

3 
1 
1 

5 

2 
2 
2 
2 
4 

I 

S 

4 

2 
2 
2 

7 


Hi 


)d  by  Google 


7G4 
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Na 


-tip 

-C  X 


LL5 

LLh 

U2 

JJS 

1  10 
1 I'O 


i  j  ;; 

121 

125 
I  ?(> 

12? 

122l 

I2Q 

130 


Joseph  L.  Tillinghast..   .  i_i 

Benedict  Aldrich   7 

Thomas  A.  I'aine   \_j 

Oliver  Harris   u± 

Samuel  Tillinghast   15 

Joshua  Chirk   ^ 

Alvin  Jenks                 ...  m 

Jonathan  Mallou   rj 

1 'anion  Clarke                  :  1 

Christian  M.  Nestell   ± 

Augustus  Cireene   LL 

Asahcl  An^cll   £ 

Sion  A.  k hotles   3 

Joseph  Whipple   nj 

Thomas  Ll.  Favour   Li 

Lewis  Peek.     ...    rj 


131  Amos  Jenks               ....  l£ 

1 32  Jeremiah  Whipple   ij 

i  ;  ^  A  masa  Waterman   1 7 

1  m  Kemington  Arnold   <j 

135  Joseph  Jacobs    19 

1 36  Stephen  A.  kobinson    .  1 

137  Nicholas  Stillwell    1 


r 


1  lenry  Tihbitts   lh 

Har/illai  Cranston   ± 

Isaac  Aldrich  ....    2 

Horace  Chenery   i_2 

Oliver  |ohnson  ....   .  .  L2 

Samuel  K.  ( iardiner   Ji 

Dwight  Ingrahum   in 

Willard  Ballon   lh 

146  John  Salisbury   _j 

147  1  Archibald  Munro  


140 

I4J 

111 
LO 
144 

111 


L 


1£> 

1111 

!S2 


Cyrus  Fisher   ...  4. 

Israel  I'hillijis  


Thomas  Holden  . 
N ii  h> >las  <  i.  I'm >ss . 
(  HiUlcn  I  dearth.  .  . 


1  f  3  I);micl  T.  Carpenter. 
1  ^4    I 'cleg  t  larke .   


LL5 
Li!i 
1-7 

ni 


Samuel  'I  ;t\  l<ir  

|atiU"»  Sah'hiirv  .  -  - 
|»  i-lma  LL  kathburn 
t  'ruvk'S  II.  I  Minham 
\\  il.i.im  Tre-o  ptt  .  .  . 


Ill 
1 
L 

lii 
1 

Li 
1 


llitflu-^t  Offu-f  in 
(iraml  I.<xlk;i-. 


J.  G.  Deacon 


Grand  Master. .  . 



Dep.  G.  Master. 


S.  ti.  Deacon 


I .  G.  I  >eaeon 


(■rand  Master. 
J.  G.  Deacon. 


1.  G.  Warden. 


I  >cp.  G.  Master. 


Grand  Master. 
S.  G.  Warden. 


Dep.  ( i.  Ma-ter. 
( irand  Master  .  . 


i  V. 


"irsx  Klfcled 

A  9 

M  lister. 

tt 

1H25. 

June. 

I 

Sept.  12, 

5 

<  >i  t. 

'3 

Oct.  2^. 

1 1 

Nov.  2L 

_> 

Nov.  23_. 

t< 

Dec.  7_. 

2 

1  >ec.  11} 

1 

Dec.  27. 

S 

Feb.  22_ 

Nov.  O.. 

4 

Nov.  14. 

I 

Nov.  14_. 

O 

Dec.  fL 

2 

I  >ec.  r  1 

1 

1*27. 

Sept.  l_7_. 

2 

Oct  2J. 

lo 

Nov.  _v 

I 

Nov.  1 3. 

26 

Nov.  27_. 

5 

Dec.  27_. 

7 

Dec.  27_ 
IS'JS. 

2 

Jan.  1. 

1 

Feb  22. 

1 

Sept.  8, 

11 

Oct.  LiL 

3 

Oct.  ZJ-L 

3 

Nov.  2_L 

9- 

Dec 

n 

Dec.  in. 

1 

Dec.  2iL 

15 

1  he.  27. 

reb.  24 

n 
~ 

Sept.  in. 

3 

Dee.  3. 

Dec.  2JL 

1 

Dee.  2jL 

1 

ls.io. 

Dec.  L. 

2 

1  >cc  27. 

1 

ls:n. 

Jan  1_L 

5 

Feb, 

3 

Sept.  23_. 

2 

<>it  t_7_. 

3 

1  tec.  27. 

ad  by  Google 
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N'amr, 


.  — 
-  t. 
u.  v* 
-c  a 


Highest  Office  in 
Grand  l-od^f. 


ino.   1  .ucius  M.  Wheeler   u 


Record  lost. 


Lhl 
l()2 

163 

165 

167 
in* 

ir<> 
1  - 1 


Jerah  Hill  

James  Hutchison  . 

1 

Whipple  A.  Arnold. 
Caleb  Earle  


Hiram  Hill..  . 
Joseph  Smith, 


I  Ienrv  H  olden  

John  \V.  Hill   

John  Allen  , 

Washington  \'an  Zandt. 
Leonard  Wright  


12 
iii 

L2 
I  1'. 

A 

In 

A 
Li 
12 

I 

6 


172   Amos  M.  Read   m 


m 

UA 

LIS 
LlL 
1 


Ariel  ("00k  .  . . 
John  H.  Read 


Asa  Hosworth  

Edward  R.  Young  . . . 
Kphraim  Sayles  


128 
LZ2 

1S0 
-Lii 


Abner  Haskell  

Thomas  Whit  taker  . 

William  Vearnshaw. 
William  Field  


10 


1  P. 
A 


Li 

LI 
in 


1  flg   George  W.  Marsh   2 


183  Otis  Mason  

184  Charles  D.  Greene 
1S5    Edwin  I  lowland  . . 


iSf~>   Charles  Cotton 


iS.) 
100 

1<)I 

im 

I'M 

io/i 


Cyrus  B.  Manchester  . 

Willard  Grant  

Hiram  Wilmarth.  ... 
Alexander  Mc(iregor. 


Jervis  J.  Smith 
Caleb  Kilton  .  . 
Nathan  Hardin. 


Stephen  Eddy,  2d. 

Sabin  Allen  

William  <  Irav. 

49 


iii 
in 


A 

LQ 
1 

: 

L2 

h 

1 
111 
1 


( '  1  rand  M .aster. .  . 

Grand  Master. 
J.  ( 1.  Warden.  . 

( irand  Treasurer 
S.  G.  Deacon . .  . 
S.  G.  Deacon 


First  KUuicd 

Must  IT.  /, 
u 

-. 


Probably  1828. 

1882. 

Nov.  j. 
Dec.  5. 


(irand  Secretary. .  . 

I    

I 

I   

(  irand  Treasurer  . . 

(  irand  Master. . . . 
Grand  Master  


Grand  Treasurer  .  . 
bL  G.  Warden  


J.  G.  Warden  .... 
Grand  Master  


Grand  Master. 


Oct.  2.L 
Dec.  27. 

18S4T 

Feb. 

Dec. 

1 885. 
Feb. 

Sept.  16, 
Oct  U}. 
Dec.  27. 
Dec.  27. 

1880. 
Dec.  2L 

1887. 

July  l_ 
Dec  211. 

Jan.  2, 
Feb.  22* 
Nov.  30. 

188». 
Jan. 

Feb  22. 

1H40. 
Nov.  (1 
I  )ec  2± 

1841. 

Jan.  2_5_. 
Feb.  22. 
Dec.  7. 

1848. 
Dec.  27. 

1*44. 
Feb.  22. 
Nov.  itf. 
Dec.  4^ 
Dec.  27. 

1845T 

Sept.  S. 
Oct.  2iL 
Dec.  27. 

184«. 
Sept.  14. 

Dec.  2- 
Dec.  2i 


2 
-1 


-> 
1 

1 

-> 

I 
A 

i_L! 
1 
I 


LL 

1 
L 

!i 

J 

3 


2 


2 

L 


1 

Li 


sd  by  Google 
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Z  Name. 
= 

| 

197  Nathan  P.  Towne  

19S  Stephen  Smith,  Jr  

199  James  (iraham  

200  Simeon  R.  Marsh  

201  William  R.  Merrill  

202  Ariel  Hallou,  Jr  

203  Joseph  Coit  

204  Samuel  Warner  

205  Marcius  Eddy   

206  John  Eldred.'  

207  Philip  H.  Ifounie  

20S  Arunah  R.  Armstrong  .  . . 

209  Daniel  Mown-   

210  Hcnrv-D.  De'blois  

211  Horace  A.  Wilcox  

212  Charles  V.  Manchester... 

213  Simon  A.  Sayles  

214  Amos  Jenks  

215  John  D.  Dennis  

216  William  H.  Sncll  

217  James  I..  Jones  

218  josiah  Whittaker  

219  Charles  W.  Jencks  

220  Joseph  J.  TUIinghast  ... 

221  Ceorge  C.  Hallou 

222  Absalom  P.  King  '  

223  Edward  II.  Marsh  

224  William  Hill  

225  Whipple  A.  Arnold  

220  John  C;irr   

227  Joseph  A.  I  >.  Joslin  

22,s  Spencer  Mown  

229  Samuel  Lewis  

230  Lrvin  Read  

231  Sullivan  liall<>u  

232  lienumin  J.  Hrown  

23  V  (  H\>  Lincoln  

234    KIkhi  Sherman  

'35  James  <  Ottui  

2  i<>    |am<  >  ( i.  Topham  

237  Jen  line  H    Horde n  


a. 

II 

-  C 


8 

1  r. 


Hiuhrst  Office  in 
(Irand  l-od^c 


Fir»l  Klecicd 
Master. 


/ 

12   

13  (.rand  Master  

6  !   

4       Grand  Secretary. .  . 

7     

1  J.  Cj.  Warden.  .  .  . 
(>      ;*Dep.  (1.  Master. . . 

I 

(  1  •  "• 


1        J.  G.  Warden  

I  P.   *(  Irand  Chaplain.  . . 


10 

I 

3 

to 
15 

T  P. 
I  I 


Dep.  G.  Master. . . 
J.  G.  Deacon  .... 


•3 

,1  «: 

\a, 
,  p. 

t 

«3 
4 

10 


13        J.  G.  Deacon. 

4  '  

16 


- 

I 

I  P. 


1847. 

Nov.  3. 

a 
-» 

Nov.  19. 

1 

Dec.  27. 

3 

184*. 

Sept.  II. 

I 

Oct.  16. 

c 

•> 

Dec.  12. 

e 

Dec.  20. 

I 

Is4tt. 

Feb.  22. 

I 

Sept.  to. 

I 

Dec    1 8. 

1 

Dec.  19. 

<> 

■ 

1 H50. 

1 

Sept.  9. 

1 

4 

Nov.  15. 

Dec.  23. 

1 

Dec.  29. 

2 

1K51. 

Nov.  5. 

1 

Nov.  7. 

■j 

Nov.  10. 

1 

D»*c.  22. 

i 

Dec.  26. 

1 

"t 

Nov.  3. 

; 

Nov.  25. 

I 

Dec.  27. 

I 

Dec.  28. 

l 

Jan.  20. 

l 

Si  arch  27. 

4 

Sept.  12. 

2 

Sept.  id. 

3 

Oct.  17. 

b 

Nov.  S. 

2 

Dec.  28. 

- 

ls.->4. 

Jan.  12. 

1 

l  eb.  22. 

1 

Nov.  1. 

I 

1  St».>. 

l  eb.  I. 

;  i 

Leb.  22. 

1 

March  12 

* 

Nov.  27. 

2 

Dec.  i-S 

! 

Dec.  24. 

1 

Dec  27. 

« 
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Name. 


-  t 


238  .  Philip  W.  Capron. 


>3 
4 

10 


239  Cornelius  E.  Bourne 

240  Sheldon  P.  Lyon.... 

241  Spencer  Peers  

242  Joseph  P.  Picknell  j  S 

243  James  II .  I  loyt  '  20 

244  Henry  Cole,  2d   3 

245  Edmund  J.  Townsend  .. .  1 

246  Kdward  Hotchkiss   13 

247  Stanton  Hazard   20 

248  James  C.  Putterworth . . . .  11 

249  1  William  P.  Planding   21 


250 

251 
252 

253 
254 

255 
256 

257 

25S 
259 

2<K> 
26l 


Henry  Puller   9 

'Charles  M.  Mulehahey...  3 
Nathan  II .  Gould   1 


Kmerson  Goddard  

\  Ezra  S.  Hodge  

William  Greene  

1  Israel  M.  Hopkins  .... 

Charles  E.  Nichols  .... 
,  Nathaniel  Fairbrother.  . 

Alfred  A.  Reed   

Charles  A.  Greene  

Gilbert  Chase. 


262   John  P.  Walker. 


1 


263  Charles  II.  Metcalf . 
Henry  S.  Penson  .  . 
Henry  Howard 

Thomas  Foy  

Thomas  Siddell 
Stafford  Mowry . .  .  . 
Lyman  Klapp  ...  . 

Ara  Hildreth  . 

Thomas  A.  Doyle.  . 


264 
26s 
266 
267 
26S 
209 
270 
271 

272 
273 
274 
275 
276 

277 
27S 
279 
2S0 
2S1 
2^2 

2*3 


Ira  W.  Arnold  

Weeilen  Clark  

James  Salisbury,  Jr   1 

James  J.  Smith  

Lemuel  II.  Hammond...' 

Moses  P.  Roberts   

William  K.  Peck  

Moses  Fifield  

Henry  I'.  Smith  

Sidney  P.  Smith  

Levi  L.  Webster  

William  II.  Turner  


Highest  Offirc  in 
Crand  Lodgr- 


P. 


P. 


J.  G.  Steward. .  .  . 
Hep.  G.  Master  . 


I 


13 

4 
16 

7 

15 
10 

it 
6 
1 
1 

13 

20 

16 
II 
12 

8 
21 

1 

I 

»3 
20 

4 

16 

7 
»5 
11 
12 

10-29 

l) 
21 

3 


S.  G.  Warden. 
(S.  G.  Deacon. 


J.  G.  Deacon  

J.  G.  Steward. . . . 



J.  G.  Deacon  


( »rand  Master 
J.  G.  Warden 
Grand  Master  

3d  D.  D.  G.  M... 


S.  G.  Steward  


•  «"•••*  


I  >ep.  G  Master  .  .  . 
S.  (I.  Steward  .... 


First  K1t<  tnl 

,  t 

'  T 
> 

lKJiG. 

Jan.  17. 

1 

Feb.  22. 

Oct.  11. 

7 

Nov.  4. 

■ 

2 

Nov  7. 

n 

Nov  24. 

•  ■ 

Dec.  23. 

1 

Dec.  24. 

1S57. 

I 

Jan.  S. 

I 

Ian.  17. 

3 

Feb.  28. 

A uj;.  3«- 

2 

Nov.  15. 

3 

Dec.  8. 

3 

Dec.  21. 

l 

1 

Jan.  2S. 

1 

Feb.  22. 

April  19. 

1 

Sept.  13. 

2 

Sept.  20. 
Nov.  3. 

2 

2 

Dec.  14. 

I 

Dec.  15. 

5 

Dec.  20. 

1 

Dec.  27. 

1 

ls;,». 

• 

Jan.  13. 

1 

Jan.  17. 

1 

April  11. 

1 

Oct.  11. 

1 

Oct.  17. 

1 

Nov.  1 9. 

0 

Nov.  30. 

1 

Dec.  17. 

- 

Dec.  27. 

- 

1S«0. 

Jan.  5. 

4 

Jan.  17. 

1 

Feb.  22. 

3 

March  26. 

1 

Sept.  10. 

t 

Sept.  27. 

1 

Oct. 

1 

Oct.  15. 

1 

Nov.  7. 

2 

Nov.  13. 

1 

Nov.  30. 

1 

Dec.  27. 

2 

I 
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x. 

X 


Name. 


Highest  Offict-  in 
Grand  l-od^e. 


Cheevers   22 

16 

1 1 


284  George  \V 

285  Daniel  Rabcock  

286  Job  W.  Hill  

287  ^Samuel  S.  Whiting  

George  A.  French  1  10 

William  Rutlcr  !  9 

Augustus  M.  Aldrich  ....  S 

Nicholas  Van  Slvck   21 

John  W.  Davis  '   1 

James  H.  Armington  I 


1 


,  Grand  Chaplain 
S.  (J.  Warden. .  . 


288 
289 
290 
291 
292 
293 


S.  G.  Warden. 


P. 


Grand  Master. 


Dep.  G.  Master 


.  .  1 

I 


1 

1 1 


294  Thomas  V.  Stillman  (  20 

295  ;  Andrew  K.  Hallou  

296  I  William  Rod  fish  

297  William  C.  Khodes   9 

298  Daniel  Sayles   8 

299  Charles  A.  Webster   21 

300  William  H.  Surgens   3 

301  William  Gilpin   1 


|.  G.  Warden. 


302  Oliver  K.  Greene   4   

303  '  Pitts  S.  Steere   15  

304  Daniel  A.  Smith   9   '  

305  Thomas  Phillips,  Jr   21   

306  C.  Joseph  Kales                    6  \.  G.  Warden. 

307  Alfred  K.  Hall   1  P. 


30S    Benjamin  Tallman   22 

309  James  F.  Smith   13 

310  Stillman  White   4-33 

311  William  A.  Johnson    11 

312  Dwight  R.  Adams   12 

313  Thomas  A.  Newell   8 

314  Lloyd  Morton   .  10 

315  Henry  C.  Field   21-27 

316  Israel  R.  Sheldon   9 

317  'William  J.  Underwood...  1 

318  '  John  Turner   U 

319  I  John  F.  Tobey  •   1  P. 

320  !  Joseph  M.  Merchant   3 


J.  G.  Deacon  

J.  G.  Deacon  

Grand  Master  



3d  D.  D.  G  M... 

Grand  Master  .... 
S.  G.  Warden .... 
S.  G.  Steward  .... 
J.  G  Warden.... 


J.  G.  Steward  .  .  . 


321 
322 
323 
324 

325 
320 
327 
328 

329 


Caleb  L.  Knight   13 

Caleb  R.  Hill   11 

Henry  H.  Jencks   S 

John  F.  Carr   <> 

Andrew  Hutchison   21 

Richard  I!.  Franklin   U 

Samuel  P.  Swan   I  P. 

James  C.  Wake    3 


George  C.  Stillman   20        S.  G.  Deacon.  ...  | 


First  Klcciid 

• 

Master. 

£t 

lStil. 

March  ^. 

j 

April  m. 
Sept.  16. 

- 

Oct.  15. 

1 

Nov.  6. 

Nov.  12. 

1 

Nov  2^ 

0 

Nov.  30. 

I 

l>ec.  22. 

I 

1  )ec   2  7 

1862. 

Ian  17. 

• 

4 

Sept.  8. 

4 

Oct.  1. 

2 

Nov.  11. 

t 

Nov.  i^. 

*• 

Nov.  2-S. 

I 

Dec.  27. 

Dec.  31. 

1HU3. 

Feb.  22. 

I 

Sept.  iO. 
Nov.  2S. 

t 

I 

Nov.  ^0. 

I 

l>ec.  16. 

1 

T>ec.  2>. 

r 

• 

ISdU. 

Jan.  1  <). 

3 

Jan.  21. 

1 

Feb.  22. 

c 

Oct.  5. 

I 

Oct.  17. 

•> 

Nov.  20. 

I 

Nov.  2S. 

2 

Nov.  30. 

Dec.  13. 

1 
■ 

Dec.  19. 

2 

Dec.  21. 

1 

Dec.  27. 

1 

Dec.  27. 

1 

is«:>. 

Jan.  5. 

-■ 

Jan.  23. 

I 

Nov.  11. 

I 

Nov.  2V 

4 

Dec  1. 

i 

Dec.  20. 

2 

Dec.  27. 

1  »ec.  27. 

ls<;<>. 

1 

Jan.  17. 

t 
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330 
331 
332 

333 
334 
335 
330 
337 
338 

339 
340 
34i 
342 
343 

344 
345 
346 

347 
348 
349 
35o 
35i 
352 
353 
354 
355 
35<> 
357 
358 

359 
360 

361 

362 

3f>3 

3<>4 

3'>5 
366 

36/ 
3<>S 

369 
370 
371 

372 

373 
374 
375 
376 
377 


Name. 


■  1-  • 


Smith  S.  Sweet 

Horace  Daniels  

Henry  M.  Chase. . . 
Charles  II.  Fisher. 
Thomas  J.  Tilley 
Albert  C.  Dedrick. . 

John  M.  Eddy  

John  F.  Jencks  .  . . 
John  B.  Pierce 
W.  Duane  Aldrich. 

Hela  F.  Clapp  

Henry  T.  Stone. . . . 

Borden  Chace  

Charles  R.  Cutler  . . 


Francis  F.  Leaver  

J.  Alonzo  Babcock  .... 

Amos  M.  Hawkins  

Thomas  G.  Dorrance  

John  C.  Hazard  

Andrew  K.  Ballou  

Jefferson  S.  Howard  

Charles  R.  Brayton  

George  A.  Smith  

Stephen  Wright  

Flisha  S.  Arnold  

Robert  A.  Fierce  

ledediah  D.  Witter  

William  T.  C.  Wardwell. 

Henry  J.  Hudson  

George  O.  Olmstead  

Fdwin  J.  Collamore  


Wilmarth. . . 


4 

24 
7-26 

15 
1 1 

12 

18 

23 

5 
8 

10 
21 
22 

3 


[abez  W. 
John  II.  ^ 
Henry  W. 

Lafavette  Reynolds... 
William  II.  Bowen... 

Joseph  F.  Spink  

Andrew  Potter  

William  Blanchard  . . . 
Fdward  I..  Freeman.. 


Fdwin  Baker  . 


Fdward  A.  Browne. 
Albert  G.  Howard.. 
Amos  Sherman,  Jr  . 
James  H,  Allen. .  . . 
Anson  Greene  


1 1 

1 J 

20 

4 

16 

25 

26 

15 

1 1 

lS 

s 

9 

21 

23 

6 

1 

1 

P. 

3 

24 

4 

l 

P. 

7 

15 

5 

12 

18 

10 

8 

21- 

36 

3 

*4 

20 

13 

4 

23 

Highest  Office  in 
(ir:ind  Lodge. 


S.  G.  Steward. 


Grand  Master  


1st  D.  D.  G.  M  . . 


3d  D.  D.  G.  M... 


1  •  *  •  • 


Grand  Chaplain.  . 


Grand  Master.  .  . 
36  Grand  Secretary. . 


S.  G.  Deacon. 


First  Riccted 

-  t 

Master. 

b  v 

> 

1  Wftft 
InOO. 

Feb.  22. 

1 

may  0. 

2 

Cant        T  f\ 

r>cpi.  10. 

4 

Sept.  17. 

1 

Get.  3. 

I 

2 

<Jct.  31. 

2 

Nov.  fj. 

1 

Nov.  16. 

2 

INOV.  IO. 

2 

■v  » 

INOV.  21. 

O 

Nov.  30. 

I 

1  w.  ■ 
i  »ev .   4 . 

3 

I  Lid          *">  M 

1  *eC  .    2  y  . 

1 

"I  Ul!  — 

l.Mx. 

Jan.  17. 

2 

Jan.  17. 

2 

1' eb.  22. 

April  1. 

: 
■ 

June  21. 

2 

Aug.  22. 

3 

>ept.  10. 

1 

iJCt.  2. 

2 

ui  1 .  31. 

3 

rsov.  a. 

Nov.  9. 

1 

.NOV.  2l). 

1 

Dec.  10. 

l/ec.  1  a. 

1 
1 

Dec.  23. 

2 

Dec.  27. 

2 

Dec.  27. 

1 

Jan.  13. 

1 

1  co.  25 • 

• 

Dec.  1,  1 05 5 

1 

Sept.  14. 

4 

Sept.  16. 

1 

Oct.  1. 

4 

Oct.  U). 

Oct.  31. 

? 

Nov.  4. 

2 

Nov.  27. 

• 

Nov.  30. 

c 

1S01L 

Jan.  5. 

1 

Jan  11. 

I 

Jan.  12. 

I 

Jan.  21. 

0 

Feb.  22 

I 

Mar.  25. 

I 
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a. 

1c 


373 

37" 
180 

3*1 
3S2 

383 
384 

385 
3J»C> 

387 
388 

389 
3<>" 
3'>i 


Highest  Office  in 
Grand  Lodge. 


Samuel  H.  Church   5 

William  G.  Caswell   25 

John  M.  Spencer   n 

James  G.  Mriggs   16 

Clinton  1).  Sellew   27 

Myron  J.  Co  wee    1 8 

George  F.  Sheldon   9 

William  R.  Whaley   -  23 

Samuel  A.  Howland  '  21 

Philip  lL  Chase  j  22 

Charles  Salsteen  

John  Myers  

Albert  H.  Cushman  

William  L.  Collamore  


Grand  Treasurer . 


392  David  L.  Fales   

393  Whipple  V.  Phillips  

394  Thomas  \;ineent  

395  Henry  A.  Chace  

3<>6    George  H.  Wilcox  

397    George  A.  Spink  

39S    Charles  A.  Fales  

399  Koliert  McArthur  

400  Elisha  P.  Clarke  

401  John  P.  I.uther  . .   

402  F.dward  K.  Anthony  

403  Ray  M.  Taycr  

404  'George  H.  Burnham.  ... 


6   

x       J.  G.  Warden  

I  P.  2d  1).  1).  G.  M... 

3   


405 
406 

407 
40 
409 
410 

4H 
412 

4i3 
4U 
4i? 

410 

4'7 
41S 

4'<> 

420 

42! 

422 

423 
424 
42? 


Leland  D.  Jenks  

George  F.  Hazard  

William  Huffington  

Albert  Potter  

Flisha  C  .  Clarke  

Albert  1  >.  Remington.  .  .  . 

Andrew  J  .  Mates  

Alonzo  I'.  Moswurth  

Joshua  M.  Addeman  

J.  Howard  Manchester... 
I.uther  Cole  


24   

28  S.  G.  Steward.  . . . 

20  Grand  Master  

4-33  5th  1).  D.  G.  M  . . 

11   

5   

10   

8   

23 
21 


I 

1  p. 

«3 
4 

23 
7 
25 
12 

«) 

8 

21 

r. 


1st  I).  I).  G.  M.. 
J.  G.  Steward  . . . 
J.  G.  Warden. . . . 


2d  D.  D.  G.  M... 


James  M.  1  >avis   24 

M.  C  ourt  Mentley   20 

<  'harlcs  W.  Jordan   15 

I.cbl>eusC.  Tourtellottc. .  13. 

Asahel  S.  Hawkins   4 

Warren  11.  Tilltnghas!  . .  .  2* 

( .eorge  II.  Mullock   II 

( .c<  .r^c  I  .  Curtis   25 

Harvey  S.  Martlett   12 

Samuel  I  .  Whipple   10 


S.  G.  Warden  


4th  I).  D.  O.  M  .. 
J.  (».  Steward  


!•"  ir»t    I*  r<\ 

—  V 

Master. 

/  > 

u. 

«- 



Oct.  7. 

I 

Oct  19. 

3 

Oct  25. 

1 

Oct.  20. 

3 

Oct.  28. 

3 

Oct.  30. 

2 

Nov.  9. 

2 

Nov.  11. 

1 

Nov.  30. 

1 

Dec.  7. 

1 

Dec.  15. 

2 

Dec.  20. 

1 

Dec.  27. 

1 

Dec.  27. 

2 

1870. 

Jan.  10. 

2 

* 

Jan.  15. 

Ian.  19. 

2 

rcb  22. 

2 

Oct.  5. 

0 

Oct.  'ft. 

3 

Nov.  2. 

2 

Nov.  4. 

1 

Nov.  11. 

1 

Nov.  30. 

1 

Dec.  6. 

3 

Dec.  19. 

2 

I>cc  27. 

2 

ISi  1. 

Jan.  5. 

1 

reb.  22 

1 

Sept.  7. 

2 

Sept.  11. 

3 

Oct.  q. 

1 

Oct.  16. 

1 

Nov.  14. 

3 

Nov.  24. 

2 

Uec.  1. 

1 

Dee.  20. 

4 

Dee.  27. 

1 

Jan    8.  . 

1 

Jan.  17. 

- 

Jan.  20. 

3 

Jan.  25. 

> 

Feb.  22. 

1 

Sept.  24. 

2 

<  >ct  2. 

2 

Oct.  14. 

1 

Oct.  21. 

3 

Oct.  29. 

3 
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Name. 


Hik>hM  Office  in 
("■rand  Lodge. 


42O 

427 
428 

429 

430 

431 
432 

433 

434 

435 

4  3<> 

437 

438 

439 
440 

441 

442 

443 


1  Henry  R.  Barker   27 

Henry  A.  Pierce  ........  10 

Herbert  M.  Kimball   21 

Benjamin  S.  Anthony 
George  F.  Crandall. .. 

I  Edward  B.  Knight   1 

Sidney  Dean  j  3 


2d  1).  D.  G.  M  . . . 


22 
1-14 
P. 


J.  G.  Warden. 


Benjamin  A.  Reynolds. 
John  \V.  McKnight  . . . 

Edwin  Clapp  

Millen  S.  Greene.  .... 

Samuel  O.  Griffin  

William  C.  Clarke  

Samuel  G.  Stiness  

Francis  M.  Jeffers  

Edward  E.  Darling..  . 
Edward  W.  Brunsen.. 
Henry  F.  Champlin  . . . 


445 
44<» 
447 
448 

449 
450 
45  > 
452 
453 
454 

455 
456 

457 
45» 

459 
4<>o 

401 
462 
4O3 
464 

4^5 
4f>6 

4<>7 

408 

4<>9 
470 

471 
472 
473 


William  O.  Mason.. . 
Theodore  F.  1  )exter . 

James  Potter  

Albert  H.  Chaffee... . 

George  N.  Bliss  

Byron  L.  Steere.  . . 
George  K.  Tyler. . . . 
Thomas  W.  Bicknell. 
Edward  F.  Keach. . . 
Ethan  C.  Thornton . . 

Stephen  F.  Fisk  

Eleazer  Ralph  

Samuel  Aull  

Charles  B.  Webster.  . 
Almerin  L.  Ackley  .  . 
Robert  S.  Franklin.. 
Newton  D.  Arnold.  . 


Benjamin  B.  Martin 
Augustine  A.  Mann 
George  A.  Whipple. 

John  F.  Adams  

George  E.  Greene.  . 
Martin  W.  Young. . 
Gardiner  R.  Wilcox 
George  L.  Card. .  .  . 
John  Potter.  3d. 
Spencer  P.  Read  . . . 
,  Martin  C.  Latham. . 
1  Lindsay  Anderson.  ., 
ijohn  W.  Hooper.  .  . 


24 
4 

29 
23 
26 

25 

27 
8 
21 

6 

3 

»3 

24 
20 

4 

30 
15 

28 

1 1 

26 
18 
10 

9 
8 
21 
22 
1 
1 

3 
24 
13 
29 

23 
7 
28 
12 
16 

27 

8 

2t 
31 


S.  G.  Deacon. 


1st  D.  1).  G.  M... 


S.  G.  Steward  .... 


J.  G.  Warden., 
Grand  Master.. 





Sth  D.  I).  G.  M. . 


Firm  K  tec  ted 
Muster. 


1872. 

Oct.  29. 
Nov.  15. 
Nov.  29. 
Dec.  3. 
Dec.  16. 
Dec.  27. 
Dec.  27. 
IS  78. 
Jan.  13. 
Feb.  27. 
June  26. 
"Sept.  4. 
Oct.  I. 
Oct.  13. 
Oct.  27. 
Oct.  28. 
t>ct.  28. 
Dec.  17. 
Dec.  30. 
is  74. 
Jan.  1. 
Jan.  12. 
Jan.  17. 
Feb.  26. 
July  4. 
Sept.  1 9. 
Sept.  29. 
Oct.  7. 
Oct.  7- 
Oct.  31. 
Nov.  4. 
Nov.  10. 
Nov.  20. 
Nov.  30. 
Dec.  1. 
Dec  21. 
Dec.  23. 
is  75. 

Jan.  5. 
Jan.  11. 
I  an.  21. 

July  I. 
Sept.  2. 
Sept.  13. 

Oct.  2 
Oct.  IS. 

2<>. 

27- 
12. 

3°- 
30. 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


„  > 


1 

1 
- 

- 
1 

1 
1 

2 
2 

1 

4 
_> 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

- 

2 

2 
2 


4 

2 

_> 
1 
1 

2 
2 
1 

1 
1 

2 


2 
1 

- 
1 
1 
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: 

S. 

"3 


474 

475 
476 

477 
478 

47') 
4S0 
481 
4S2 
4*3 
4*4 

4*5 
4S6 

4*7 
4SS 

4  Si, 
Vjo 
4')l 
4')2 

4<J3 

4')4 
4'.>5 
4»/» 

4')7 
408 

4<M 
500 
501 

503 
504 

5<>5 

5»7 
508 

5  00 
5 IO 
5  I  1 
512 

f  "3 
?  14 
515 
5»» 
^17 

5 '  * 

*io. 
-  20 


N.mif. 


-  = 


William  (I.  Stevens  

(ieorge  M.  Carpenter.  Jr 
Henry  H.  Williams  


■ 


Albert  F.  Warner  .... 

Isaac  F.  Williams. .  . . 

R.  Taylor  Church.  .  . . 

Thomas  Wilmarth .... 

Marcus  M .  Hurdick .  . 

Alvord  O.  Miles  .... 

Thomas  A.  Burgess  . . 

John  C.  Nichols  

fames  K.  Wilson  

I  "Dexter  B.  Totter  

Franklin  S.  Mowry  .  . 
I  Moses  I>.  Church  .... 

Henry  l.^Johnson 

George  W.  Arnold  .  . 

John  Roberts.  

William  H.  Davis 

Fliphalet  T.  Fmery . . 


lames  W.  Toilette  

"Walter  K.  Tarker  

Joseph  S.  G.  Cobb  

Joseph  J.  Luther  

Alexander  W.  Harrington 
<  >smond  H.  Briggs. 
William  J .  Tracey 
William  1 1 .  Ionian  ...... 

David  S.  Baker,  Jr  

George  F.  Curtis  

Robert  K.  Dwelley  

Nathan  K.  Teabodv  

Forrest  A.  Peek.  .  .'  

1  >uiuan  Campbell  

Charles  G.  Thomas  

Isaac  Gill  

( )rnu  Wilson ........ 

Tardon  Wilbur   

William  H.  (  rawley.   .  .  . 


I 

1  T 

3 

24 

6 

20 
32 
4 
3o 

•5 
1 1 

5 
12 
18 
10 

21 

22 

8 
3 

20 
13 
4 

3<> 
32 

2<» 

7 

2S 

5 
2? 
27 

8 


22 
1 

<i 

1  T 

3 


Hi^hcM  Otlu»  in 


Dep.  G.  Master. . . 


1st  D.  D.  G.  M . . 


1st  D.  D.  G.  M. 


I 


J.  G.  Warden. 


S.  G.  Steward 


1st  D.  D.  G.  M.. 


<  ieorge  F.  Whipple   24 

! George  H.  Miller   13 

Joseph  Ted  ward  ........  20   

John  T.  >anlw>rn    14        S.  G.  Warden  


Nathaniel  Keer  

Myer  Noot  

«  liai  k  s  G.  11)11  ...  .  . 

'  'harli-s  F.  Rii'hanUon. 


34 

35 
3<> 

20 


<  hark-*  A.  <  apweil.   !  5 


S.  t  *..  Steward.  .  .  . 
S.  G.  st,-u  ,i[ il  ... 


First  l'.lencd 

M.ISUT. 


1875. 

Dec.  20. 
Dec.  27. 
Dec.  27. 

1*7«. 

Jan.  10. 
'fan.  12. 
Jan.  17. 
Jan.  27. 
Feb.  22. 
May  20. 
Sept  .11. 

Oct,  4. 

Oct.  5. 
Oct.  16. 
Oct.  28. 

Nov.  1. 
Nov.  14. 

Dec.  1. 

Dec.  5. 

Dec.  8. 
Dec.  27. 

1 877. 
Jan.  17. 
Jan.  25. 
Feb.  22. 
May  25. 
May  20. 

July  5. 
Sept'.  10. 
Sept.  25. 

Oct.  4. 

Oct.  8. 
Oct.  30. 

Nov.  h. 
Nov.  13. 
Nov.  30. 

Dec.  4 
Dec.  17. 
Dec.  i») 
Dec.  27. 
Dec.  27. 

1*7*. 
Jan.  14. 
Jan.  17. 
Jan.  17. 

Ian.  2*. 
"Feb.  lb. 
Feb.  22. 
May  24. 
June  27. 
>ept.  21. 


> 


2 
2 
I 

2 
2 
I 

1 

I 

2 
2 
I 

■  » 

2 
2 
I 
I 
I 
1 
I 


I 

2 
l 

2 

2 

I 

2 

: 

2 
2 
2 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
i 

2 
2 
1 

2 
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Hixhtut  Office  in 
Crand  I-od^fc. 


523 
524 

525 
526 

527 

52S 

529 
530 
531 
532 

533 

534 

535 

536 

537 

533 

539 
540 

541 
542 

543 
544 
545 
54" 
547 
548 

549 
550 
551 
552 
553 
554 
555 

556 
557 
558 

559 
5  Go 

5^1 
562 

563 
5'J4 

5^5 

567 
56S 

•,()<) 


ph  T.  Hopkins   28 

Byron  Briggs   11 

Frederick  S.  Farwell . .  . .  26 

Elihu  R.  Shippee  !  12 

Asahel  A.  Peck   18 

William  B.  Douglass  ....  16 

Waldo  Trescott  10 

William  B.  Monroe   8 

Horace  K.  Blanchard  ...  21 

John  W.  Pettis    1  P. 

Charles  B.  Mason   3 


Willard  Kent  

John  H.  Foster  

Albert  H.  Spicer  

William  II .  Cotton.... 

William  H.  Perry  

I saac  II .  I .awrence .... 
1  John  Champlain  

Rufus  W.  Harris  

George  R.  Rice  

William  Blackmar  .... 

'Pester  S.  Hill  

!  Calvin  B.  Truesdell  . . . 

' James  R.  Briggs  

'  Edward  Clark   

I  Henry  1>.  Heydon  .... 
!  William  H.  Arnold  . .  . 

Richard  W.  (  omstock . 

j  William  B.  Hart  

j  Nelson  W.  Aldrich  . .  . 

Frederick  ( "hase  

Samuel  R.  Honey  

<  harles  II .  Whedon  . . . 

William  N.  Ackley.... 


'3 
24 

20 

14 
4 

,i 

32 
23 
7 
15 
1 1 

5 
25 
12 

IS 
27 

9 
21 
22 

I 

6 

3 


John  M.  Buftinton   33 

John  E.  Goldsworthy   24 

Aaron  W.  Mitchell   31 

John  I  >awljer   34 

Darius  B.  Davis   4 

Joseph  Baker   37 

"William  R.  Greene  ......  36 

William  Andrews   32 

Clarence  II.  Guild    30 

Leopold  Hartnian   35 

Henry  A.  Stearns   2<j 

Favette  B.  Bennett   23 

llolden  O.  Hill   15 

Edward  E.  Arnold   2S 

Albert  F.  Ellsworth  ....  5 

50 


3d  D.  D.  G.  M... 

2d  D.  I).  G.  M  . . . 
J.  G.  Warden.  ... 
J.  G.  Deacon  

> 




Grand  Treasurer  .  1 

 I 

2d  D.  D.  G.  M.  . . 

Grand  Master  


I 


.Grand  Treasurer.  . 



G.  Musical  Dir. .  . 


2d  D.  D.  G.  M. 


3d  D.  D.  G.  M 


First  klrrted 
Master. 


T  8 

,3* 


1H78. 

Sept.  24. 

5 

Oct.  2. 

1 

Oct.  2. 

2 

Oct.  21. 

2 

Oct.  26. 

2 

Oct.  2<). 

3 

Nov.  6. 

2 

Nov.  S. 

2 

Nov.  29 

1 

Dec.  27. 

2 

Dec.  27. 

1 

1871). 

Jan.  2 

2 

Jan.  13. 

1 

Jan.  21. 

2 

Jan.  27. 

2 

Feb.  22. 

1 

April  21. 

1 

May  23. 

1 

May  24. 

1 

Sept.  4. 

2 

Sept.  8. 

2 

Sept .  20. 

1 

Oct.  t. 

- 

Oct.  2. 

Oct.  13. 

1 

Oct.  20. 

> 

Oct  25. 

1 

Oct.  27. 

1 

Nov.    1 1, 

■-■ 

Nov.  28. 

1 

Dec.  2.  1 

Dec.  15. 

1 

Dec.  17. 

2 

Dec.  27. 

2 

1 880. 

Jan.  (t. 

'  1 

Jan.  12. 

1 

Jan.  17. 

1 

Jan.  10 

5 

Feb.  23. 

1 

March  4 

_• 

May  12. 

2 

May  22. 

1 

May  2S. 

1 

June  14. 

1 

July  22. 

2 

Sept.  2. 

Sept.  15. 

1 

Sept.  28. 

j 

Oct.  7. 

2 
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Highest  Office  in 
(•rand  Lodge. 


571 
572 

573 
574 
575 
576 
577 
578 


Edward  F.  King   26 

I  Cyril  A.  Babcock   27 

i  Robert  W.  Horton  ,  10 

Henry  N.  Potter   8 

James  J.  Crispin  

Edward  K.  Over  

William  H.  Fludder.  . 

Henry  J.  Spooner  


Grand  Lecturer. . 


21 
22 
1 

1  P. 


579  jjohn  Hcathcote   33 

580  William  Butler   24 

581  Luke  A.  Wood   13 

582  ;  Albert  L.  Chester  1  20 

583  Frank  E.  Thompson   14 

584  Thaddcus  E.  Ball   31 

585  Joseph  O.  Earlc   4 

586  C,eorgc  II.  Kcnyon. .     ..  30 

587  James  N.  1  >awley   32 

s88  Melvin  E.  Parker   15 

589  Edwin  M.  Xeff   7 

590  Alanson  Steere   15 

591  Charles  M.  Wilkinson  ...  11 

592  Frank  H.  Wilson   5 

593  Henjamin  W.  Case   25 

«;94  1  Edward  Pike   16 

595  Charles  H.  Page   18 

596  (  Justine  Wilkins.   8 

597  Samuel  T.  Remington  ...  <> 

598  C.  Henry  Alexander   36 

599  John  II.  Eddy,  Jr   21 

600  Overton  G.  Langley   I 

bo  I  : George  II.   Douglass   b 

602  William  E.  Husband   1  P. 

(103  Samuel  L.  Peck   ...  3 

604  Fred  1.  Marcy   33 

605  Jabez  W.  Wilmarth,  Jr  ..  24 

606  Joshua  F.  Dickens   31 

007  George  Robinson   37 

008  Henry  F.  Anthony  .....  .  30 

609  John  II   Spitz    35 

bio  I  >aniel  R.  Arnold   29 

(>il  John  II.  Harden   15 

612  George  P.  Dorrance   2* 

* > 1 3  John  M.  Nye.    12 

014  Benjamin  F.  Power  ....  10 

615  George  F   Weaver   27 

(>l(»  ( '.eorge  II.    1  iiuoln.  ...  30 

617  J ann  s  Mitel  i  tie   9 

hi-  (  'harles  l  '.  ( lark   S 

<  .Utiiisr  W.  I  >ennis   21 


5th  D.  D.  G.  M.. 
1st  D.  D.  G.  M. . . 


Grand  Master... 


J.  G.  Steward  


3d  D.  D.  G.  M  . 


IG.  S.  Bearer. 


<  I.  1  'HJ-siii v:tnt 


First  Elected 
Master. 


~1880. 

Oct.  13. 
Oct.  27. 
Nov.  3. 
Nov.  12. 
Nov.  30. 
I  )ec.  7- 
Dec.  20. 
Dec.  27. 
1881. 
Jan.  4. 
Jan.  10. 
Jan.  13. 
Jan.  17. 
Jan.  25. 
Jan.  29. 
Feb.  22. 
May  27. 
May  28. 
June  13. 
Sept.  12. 
Sept.  17. 
(Jet.  5. 
Oct.  6. 
Oct.  11. 
Oct.  25. 
Oct.  29. 
Nov.  4. 
Nov.  8. 
Nov.  9. 
Nov.  30. 
Dec.  19. 
Dec.  21. 
Dec.  27. 
Dec.  27. 

lss2. 

Jan.  3. 
Jan.  9. 
Jan.  14. 
March  3. 
May  2(>. 
June  12. 
June  29. 
Sept.  16. 
Sept.  26. 
Oct.  16. 
Nov.  2. 
Nov.  2. 

Nov.  S 
Nov.   j 4. 
Nov.  24. 

Der.  1. 


t 

7. 


3 
2 
2 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

2 
■2 
I 

2 
I 
2 
I 
'- 
1 
2 
2 

3 
3 
2 
2 
I 
I 
I 

2 
- 
2 
I 

I 

2 
I 

2 
1 
I 
I 
I 

2 
2 
! 
I 
I 
I 
1 
I 
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- 

■  — 


623 
624 
625 
626 
627 
628 
629 
630 
63I 
632 

f>33 
634 
635 
636 

(>37 
638 

°39 
640 
641 
642 
643 
644 
645 
646 
647 

648 
649 
650 

651 
652 

<>S3 
654 

'>55 
656 

657 
658 
659 
660 
661 
062 
663 
664 
W)? 
660 
667 
60S 


Name. 


IE 


620  Lorenzo  D.  Tallman. 

621  Lewis  H.  Meader. .  . , 

622  Charles  M.  Arnold  . . 


22 

3 

13 


Ili^hvst  Office  in 
(Irand  Lodge 


Charles  Sidney  Smith. . . . ;  33 
Solomon  C.  Burdick.   .  20 

David  Stevens   14 

John  R.  Littlefield   31 

William  Martin   34 

Stephen  M.  Greene  j  4 

Joseph  H.  Jewett  j  30 

Robert  Henry  .   

Henry  Green  

Clovis  H.  Bowen  , 

Joseph  Perkins  

Kugene  C.  Wightman  . , 

John  R.  Allen   . 

William  A.  Inman  .... 
Edwin  A.  Knowles.. . . , 

Franklin  P.  Owen  

Cyrus  M .  Van  Slyck. . . 

Isaac  Gill  

Hiram  Brown  

Kdwin  Montgomery  . . 
Leander  G.  Sherman  . . 
Joseph  D.  Grinnell..  . 

William  Hamilton  

Darwin  Almy  

Edward  S.  Jones  


Daniel  N.  Davis   33 

Richard  Barrett   13 

Frank  E.  Phillips   24 

I  George  Bellamy,  Jr   20 

j  Thomas  P.  Peckham   14 

;  James  Wilson   4 

Daniel  C.  Taylor   37 

George  E.  Webster   31 

Daniel  O.  Angell   32 

Thomas  B.  Dawson  ....  35 

Orville  M.  Meserve   23 

1  Joseph  Howard   5 

j  Joshua  C.  Tucker,  Jr. . . .  25 

I  Eugene  F.  Warner   12 

I  lenry  C.  Armstrong  ....  27 

Thomas  M.  H  olden   16 

Charles  E.  Johnson   9 

Milton  Livsey   36 

Alonzo  D.  Amsden  ,  21 

Charles  Carr  j  22 

John  A.  Emery  ]  3 


32 

35 
29 

7 
15 
1 1 

26 

25 
18 

27 
10 
8 

9 
36 
21 

I 

6 
1 


3d  D.  D.  G.  M 


2d  D.  D.  G.  M 


P. 


S.  G.  Steward   . .  . 


First  Elected 

c  .s 

Master. 

t-  C 

u 

> 

18HS:. 

Dec.  5. 

4 

Dec.  27. 

2 

Dec.  29. 

2 

1HS8. 

Jan.  2. 

1 

Jan.  17. 

1 

Jan.  25. 

1 

Feb.  13. 

1 

l*eb.  13. 

Feb.  22. 

1 

May  25. 

1 

May  26. 

1 

June  ii. 

' 

June  28. 

2 

Sept.  10. 

2 

Sept.  15. 

2 

Uct.  3. 

2 

uci.  3- 

3 

Utt.  0. 

1 

y>C\,  27. 

2 

Oct.  27. 

l 

Nov.  7. 

2 

XT 

Nov.  9. 

2 

XT               _  _ 

Nov.  13. 

I 

XT             -  , 

rsov.  14. 

i>  o\ .  30. 

; 
• 

Dec.  17. 

3 

Dec.  19. 

2 

Dec.  27. 

2 

I J9H4. 

Jan.  1. 

• 

Jan.  10. 

Jan.  14. 

Jan.  17. 

Jan.  25. 

reb>  22. 

1 

March  20. 

1 

1*1  a)  ^3. 

May  24. 

June  9. 

Sept.  4. 

Oct.  2. 

Oct.  13. 

Oct.  20. 

Oct  27. 

Oct.  28. 

Nov.  II. 

Nov.  12. 

Nov.  28. 

Dec.  2. 

Dec.  30. 
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V, 


()(><) 

670 

671 

672 

673 
674 

675 
676 

677 
678 
679 
680 
681 
6S2 
683 

6  84 
68  5 
686 
687 
68  S 
689 

69O 

691 
692 

(»>3 
694 
695 

696 

<n>7 
698 

7LK) 

7«>i 

702 

7«»4 

705 

7  of  1 

7<>7 
70s 

7<«> 
710 

7ii 

712 
7  1  3 
7U 
715 
7H> 

717 
7.5 


Name. 


George  H.  Mowry  

Edwin  L.  Spink  

George  C.  Stillman  

John  H.  Crosby,  Jr  

Thomas  A.  Pingree. . 

Thaddeus  A.  Ball  

Rodney  F.  Dyer,  Jr  

John  M.  Hogle  

Mason  h.  Wood  

William  II.  Mullen  

San  ford  W.  Greene  

Charles  S.  Nichols   

Edward  L.  Phetteplace. .  . 
Horatio  N.  Reynolds. . . . 

Thomas  J.  Tierce  

John  Ware  

John  A.  Howland  

Walter  J.  Smith  

Edward  P.  Eowden  

Elisha  H.  Rhodes  

George  H.  Hunce  

S.  Penrose  Williams  

Renjamin  Greene  

(  'harles  T hackery  

Erow  R.  Garnett  

George  W.  Pettis  

William  S.  Pcnnett  


Zeuner  M.  |em  ks. 

Peter  <  ah  ill*  

Jeremiah  I  lorton  .  . 
Atmanza  Eittletield. 
John  S.  Hindley. .  . 
William  H  Siilowav 
Albert  II.  Williams 
William  E.  Allison. , 

Simeon  Hunt   

William  M.  <  Jreene. 
James  M  .  Stewart .  . 
Edwin  A.  Noves.  .  . 
George  II .  Rartlett., 
John  S.  Kellogg.  , . 
Elmer  S.  Ii^ke 
»  'harles  Mi  ( iowan . . 
W  alter  ( >.  Taleott. 

Allen  M.  Peck  

Arthur  IE 
John  Waterman. 
<  icorgc  IE  I  E»lm.c*» 
i  1 . 1 1 1  k  A .  <  < « >ke .  . . 
A -a  IE  Nirkerson. 


I 


A  rmingt<  >n  , 


13 

33 
24 
»4 
34 
3' 
4 
37 
30 
35 

2<) 
23 

7 
15 

5 

1 1 

27 
18 

10 

<) 
36 
21 
22 
6 
: 
1 
3 

<3 
20 

M 
3' 
34 
4 

37 
32 
3o 

35 
26 

25 

12 

27 
|8 

s 
') 

3<> 
21 

3 
33 
13 
24 


P. 


Highest  nflkc  in 
Grand  l.«'dj£c. 


4th  1>.  D.  G.  M  . . 




4th  I).  I).  G.  M. . 


4th  I).  I).  G.  M .  . 


Grand  Tyler. 


f.  G.  Warden. 
S.  G.  Warden. 


S.  G.  Deacon, 


I 


Mh  D.  I  >.  G.  M.. 


J.  G  Deacon. 


First  Elected 
Master. 


1HS5. 

Jan.  I. 
Jan.  5. 
Jan.  12. 
Jan.  26. 
Feb.  9. 
Feb.  10. 
Feb.  23. 
March  10.. 
May  22. 
June  10. 
June  29. 
Sept.  3. 
Sept.  14. 
Sept.  19. 
Oct.  1. 
Oct.  7. 
Oct.  27. 
Oct.  31. 
Nov.  4. 
Nov.  10. 
Nov.  it. 
Nov.  30. 
Dec.  1. 
Dec.  16. 
Dec.  21. 
Dec.  28. 
Dec.  29. 

1SH«. 
Jan.  14. 
Jan.  19. 
Jan.  25. 
Feb.  9 
Feb.  9. 
Eeb.  22. 
March  18. 
Mav  22. 
May  28. 
I  une  14. 
"Oct.  6. 
Oct.  11. 
Oct.   1 8. 
Oct.  27 
Oct.  30. 
Nov.  5. 
Nov.  9. 
Nov.  ro. 
Nov.  30. 
Dec.  27. 
Ian.  4. 
an.  6. 
an.  10. 


u 

> 


I 

2 
2 


2 
2 
2 
2 
I 
2 


2 
2 
1 
2 
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2 


719 
720 

721 

722 

723 
724 

725 
726 
727 
728 

72() 

730 

731 

732 

733 
734 
73? 
73" 
737 
738 

739 
740 

741 

742 
743 

744 
745 
74<> 
747 
748 

74«) 
75«> 
75" 
752 
753 
754 
755 
75f» 
757 
758 
75') 

76 1 

762 

7"3 
764 

7»5 
766 

767 

76S 


Nairn-. 


5 
- 


Allen  W.  Littleheld   31 

Lemuel  H.  Foster   4 

Edward  E.  King   37 

!  Oscar  A.  Carleton   30 

j  William  H.  McAbee   32 

William  H.  T.  Mosley.  ..  35 

Silas  A.  Taber   29 

Samuel  A.  Gardiner  I  23 

William  C.  Steere  j  7 

Erank  Carr   15 

Alvero  A.  Kennedy    28 

William  R.  Sharpe   11 

Joseph  Hey  wood   j  5 

Frederick  W.  Greenhalghj  25 

Byron  A.  Northup  I  12 

Charles  H.  I'ettee   27 

Richard  Durfee  j  18 

Henry  C.  Anthony  !  22 

Albert  A.  Jcnks   to 

Joseph  A.  Latham   0 

Theodore  A.  Allen   3b 

James  Meers   8 

Samuel  G.  Colwell   21 

Thomas  H.  Shipman...  6 
George  Fuller   1 


Francis  W.  Taylor  

Alexander  Gilbert  

John  F.  Hayes  

Alfred  Manchester  

Hosea  O.  Morton  

(  harlcs  E.  Rogers  

Alvurtes  S.  Rurlingame  . 

I  harles  F.  I  .uther  

Clarke  H.  Johnson  

Joseph  I ).  Hillary  

Stephen  M.  l'aine  

Jared  M.  Miner  

John  E.  Peri-)-  ........ 

I  )aniel  S.  Thurber  

Edward  C.  Capwell  

Edmund  S.  Hopkins  .  .  . 
1  William  B.  Rhodes.... 

John  C.  Davis  

Frank  S.  Congdon  

William  J.  Bradford.... 

Fred  E.  Sam  mis   

William  N.  Otis  

Olney  W.  Wilmarth  

Thomas  C.  Sherman.  . . 
Eukc  Duxbury  


Highest   Ofl'ur  in 
»irand  !..■()<<•. 


I'. 


20 

l3 
3i 
4 

37 
30 

35 
29 

15 

2* 
2<) 

5 

25 
1 8 

lb 

27 
') 

3'» 
21 
U 
3 
33 
^4 
14 
34 


I 


l-'irsl  KKttcd     *s  v 
Ma-sttr. 


I* 


 —  



Feb.  8. 

Feb.  22. 

March  17. 

Mav  27. 

May  28. 

June  13. 

June  27. 

Sept.  1. 

2 

Sept.  12 

Sept.  17. 

Sept.  27. 

Oct.  s. 

Oct.  b. 

Oct.  10. 

! 

Oct.  17. 

Oct.  27. 

1 

Oct.  29. 

1 

Nov.  1. 

Nov.  2. 

2 

Nov.  8. 

• 

Nov.  (), 

Nov.  25. 

Nov.  30. 

pec.  21. 

Dec.  27. 

2 

18HS. 

Jan.  17. 

Jan.  2b. 

r> 

Feb.  14. 

2 

Feb.  22. 

I 

March  15. 

I 

May  25. 

' 

June  11. 

I 

June  2.S. 

I 

Sept.  15. 

I 

Sept.  25. 

I 

Oct.  3. 

3 
1 

Oct.  4. 

Oct.  8. 

2 

Oct.  27. 

0 

Oct.  30. 

1 

Oct.  30. 

1 

Nov.  13. 

1 

Nov.  14. 

Nov.  30. 

! 

Dec.  i<). 

3 

Dec.  27. 

Jan.  1. 

: 

Jan.  14. 

Jan.  25. 

2 

Feb.  12. 

2 
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769 

770 
771 
772 

773 
774 
775 
776 
777 
778 

779 
780 
781 
782 
783 
784 

785 
786 

-S" 

/°i 

788 
789 
790 

791 

792 

703 

794 

795 
796 

797 
798 

799 
800 
801 
802 

80  T, 
804 
805 

S06 
807 
80S 
$09 
Sio 
Sn 
S12 
813 
814 
S I  a; 
S16 
817 
•SiS 


Name. 


IE 


■Si 


Charles  Larkham   4 

James  W.  Lees   37 

Henry  R.  Rogers  j  30 

James  \V.  Clarke  j  35 

Charles  F.  Burn  ham  . . . . '  29 

Millard  F.  Tucker   23 

Walter  A.  Read   7 

Joseph  G.  Ford   15 

Amasa  P.  Taber    28 

Isaac  H.  Wadleigh   11 

Stephen  E.  Reynolds    .  5 

John  Winsor  '  12 

Alton  I).  Wood  .  .    16 

Charles  C.  Newhall   27 

James  Lee  


Highest  Office  in 
Grand  I.odKe. 


W.  Howard  Walker   10 

George  R.  Babbitt   9 

George  C.  Noyes   36 

Elton  A.  Cook   2t 

William  E.  Mumford   1 

Albert  G.  Bates   1  P. 

Henry  F.  Battey   3 

George  C.  Knight   13 

D.  Russell  Brown   33 

Jonathan  Allenson   24 

Robert  1).  Barr   20 

John  C.  Champlin   31 

Charles  B.  Manchester...  4 

William  IL  I'att   37 

William  R.  Sherman  ....  30 

Charles  F.  Dawley   32 

I  lei  man  Boaz   35 

John  F.  Oldham   29 

Everett  W.  White   7 

Thomas  A.  Sea  mans  .  . . .  15 

Samuel  II .  Bowcn   28 

Byron  L.  Arnold   5 

William  F.  Graham   25 

Henry  S.  Turner   18 

J.  Fllen-  Hudson   !<> 

Colby  C.  Mitchell   22 

Frank  D.  Livermore   9 

Don  Carlos  II.  Tinkham  30 

Spencer  B.  Hopkins   21 

Henry  R.  Concklin   1 

Jes*c'M.  Munro   3 

Charles  II.  C.  Carter   I  I'. 

Clarence  M.  Godding....  33 

|ohn  F.  Follett   24 

Ralph  W.  Cooke   13 


F  irst  Klcctcd 

Master. 

I* 

18S9. 

Feb.  22. 

1 

March  21. 

1 

May  24. 

1 

Tune  10.  1 

Tune  27. 

^ 

Sept.  5. 

2 

• 

Sept.  9 

* 

1     Sept.  21. 

I 

Sept.  24. 

I 

Oct.  2. 

2 

Oct.  3. 

1 

Oct.  21. 

2 

Oct.  29. 

I 

Oct.  29. 

2 

Nov,  1. 

2 

Nov.  6. 

2 

Nov.  12. 

Nov.  it 

I 

*■ 

Nov  20 

I 

I)ec.  16. 

Dec.  27. 

18W). 

Jan.  2. 

Jan.  7. 

! 

Jan.  13. 

Jan.  21. 

Feb.  11. 

Feb.  24. 

March  20. 

j 

May  23. 

i 

May  24. 

June  9. 

June  26. 

Sept.  8. 

; 

Sept.  20. 

Sept.  30. 

Oct.  2. 

Oct.  13. 

Oct.  2S. 

Oct.  28. 

Nov.  4. 

Nov.  11. 

Nov.  12. 

; 

Nov.  28.  I 
Dec.  15.  1 

Dec.  23.  1 
I  »t  c.  21  \.  1 

Jan,  6. 

Jan.  12. 

Jan.  22. 

! 
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Nairn  ■. 


?H)  (icor^i:  E.  \'t:ni()ll, 

;S2o  f unit  s  1 1 iin I K- .   .  .  .  . 

S21  George  1'  .  K «.<:: ne ..  . 

?22  Krt'iltrrifk  <  ..  Stil«>  . 

523  I  .iiiM-t  A.  W  ebstcr.  . 

524  (<>hii  S.  K< i^crs  .  .  .  . 

525  James  E.  Hon  let  lt. 


11 


'4 

34 
4 

37 

30 
3? 


MlV'lirst    OrT,.  <■  in 


Kirst  Kl.xud 


1SD0. 

Jan.  25. 
lth.  10. 
l  ob.  22. 

Match  i<). 
April  2i). 
May  22. 
Juno  S. 


Note. — Notwithstanding  the  great  amount  of  labor  which  has  been  bestowed 
upon  the  foregoing  list  of  Grand  Lodge  Members  some  errors  and  omissions 
have  crept  in  which  were  not  discovered  until  the  whole  list  had  been  printed. 

These  errors  are  principally  in  the  omission  of  the  names  of  the  grand  office 
held  by  the  members,  and  those  almost  wholly  in  the  lower  offices. 

There  is  also  an  occasional  repetition  of  names  caused  by  their  being  Masters 
of  two  different  Lodges  about  the  same  time,  and  it  has  been  with  difficulty  that 
the  identity  of  the  men  has  been  discovered. 

On  the  following  page  a  list  of  corrections  will  be  found.  These  having  been 
made,  the  Roll  will  be  substantially  correct,  or  as  nearly  so  as  it  is  possible  to 
make  it  from  the  existing  records  which  have  been  most  carefully  searched. 

EDWIN  MAKER, 

Grand  St'crvtary. 
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ERRATA. 


The  following  are  the  correct  readings  of  the  various  numbers 
in  the  roll  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Members. 


c 
V, 


33 
34 
54 

62 
6b 

6? 
75 
So 

«3 

c,2 

ioo 
103 
1 10 

IK, 
I  IS 

124 
144 

•74 

•7? 
1  Si, 

1S7 
197 
i.,o 

20s 

227 
232 

237 
3<>2 
310 

33<> 
3fi 
372 

3*? 
41*, 

43<) 
4»"< 
4*2 


Name. 


Lbcnezcr  Johnson  

Christopher  Dexter  

John  A.  Shaw   

Isaac  Stall  

John  Andrews  

"Strike  out  

Charles  Cotton  

Asa  Hosworth  

Theophilus  Topham  

Samuel  Greene  

Oliver  Harris  

Samuel  Y.  At  well  

Mollis  K.  Jenks  

Benedict  Aldrich  

Strike  out  

Christian  M.  Nestell  

Dwight  Ingraham   

fohn  H.  Read  

Strike  out    

Strike  out   ... 

Cyrus  1',.  Manchester  

Nathan  P.  Towne  

James  i  iraliam  

Arunah  H.  Armstrong  

Joseph  A.I).  Jn^lin  

Benjamin  J.  lirnwn  .... 

Jerome  15.  Borden  

Oliver  I",  (ireene  

Stillmau  White  

W.  I  »uane  Aldrich  

(  hark  s  K.  Bra\ t<-n  

lames  C.  lilakr  

Charles  Satsteeu  

I  .ebbcus  C.  Toiirtell"  >Ue.  . 

Samuel  <  •■  Stiue-s  

Inlin  Potter,  3d  

Alvrd  «  >.  Mi!r<.  


1  1'. 

S 

1-14 
1 

4 


14  1 
1  P. 
14-1 
10 

4 
12 

7 


4 

10 
10 


Highest    Oftiee  in 
(fraud  I  <-cIk'i-. 


Grand  Marshal. 
J.  C>.  1  >eacon. .  . 
J.  G.  Warden.  . 
J.  G,  Deacon  ..  . 
<  irand  Marshal . . 
Same  as  No.  S4- 
I).  (1.  Master.  . 
( irand  Marshal . . 
(1.  S.  Hearer. . .  . 
( irand  Marshal. . 
G  S.  Hearer  .  .  . 
( Irand  Marshal  . 
( i.  S.  Hearer.  .  .  . 
( i.  S.  Hearer.  .  .  . 
Same  as  No.  100 
( .rand  Marshal .  . 
( .rand  Marshal. 
( irand  Marshal . . 
Same  as  No.  bo. 
Same  as  No 


/  r 1 


4 

( irand   Marshal .  .  . 

Feb.  22. 

3 

10 

G.  Pursuivant  

Nov.  3 . 

4 

1 

1*. 

Dee.  27. 

3 

<  7 
/  1  . 

•  1  S 

1 1 . 

< '..  S.  Heater  

Sept.  9. 

4 

1 

P. 

<  irand  1  eclurcr .  .  . 

Dec.  aS. 

2 

I 

( i.  I'ur-uivaiil  

Feb.  22. 

1 

1 

1' 

(  irand  I  c<  Hirer  .  .  . 

1  >ec.  27. 

3 

i 

(..    Piii-iiivanl .    .  . 

Feb.  22. 

1 

4-33 

I  >ep.  (  .    Master.  .  . 

Pel).  22. 

s 

S 

N.»v.  lo. 

2 

1  1 

<  irand  Marsh. il  .  . 

Oct.  2. 

- 

(i.    Putsuhant   .  .  . 

Jan.  f. 

I 

C. ,  S.  Hearer  

Dec.  is. 

2 

'3 

(  >t\im  1  M.ifsh.il  .... 

Ian.  2s. 

2 

27 

I  >cp.  (i    Master.  .  . 

Oct.  27. 

2 

[  < ) 

G ,  Piir-im  atit  

Oct.  20. 

3 

(  1 : ,  1 1  <  ■  1  N 1 . 1  r  - 1 1 . 1 1 . .  .  . 

May  2«». 

t 

Kirsi  Klreied 
Master. 


Dee.  27. 
Feb.  13. 
Dec.  27. 
Dec.  27. 
Feb.  22. 


Oct.  23. 
Dee.  28. 
Jan.  26. 
I  >ecr  20. 
Dec.  23. 
Feb.  22. 
Nov.  I. 
Sept.  12. 


Feb.  22. 
Dec.  3. 
Dec.  20. 


I 


3 
2 
2 
2 
i 


2 
4 
7 
1 

12 
2 
4 

5 


2 
2 
2 
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HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


The  fi  rst  boo  k  of  records  of  the  M.*.  W.\  Grand 
Lodge  begins  with  the  following  memoranda : 

"A  Plan  for  Constituting  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations  within  the  United  States  of  America." 

This  plan  consists  of  seven  articles  and  was  adopted 
by  Saint  John's  Lodge  of  Newport,  March  14,  1791, 
and  by  Saint  John's  Lodge  of  Providence,  April  6, 
1791. 

According  to  this  plan,  which  was  practically  the 
first  Grand  Constitution,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  or- 
ganized June  27,  1791. 

The  first  article  provides  for  the  officers  of  Grand 
Lodge  and  four  Honorary  Members ;  the  second  that 
they  shall  be  chosen  in  equal  number  from  each 
Lodge;  the  third  that  they  shall  hold  office  until 
June  24th,  1793,  and  thereafter  be  chosen  annually; 
the  fourth  that  they  must  be  Master  Masons. 

The  sixth  article  is  as  follows :  "  The  Honorary 
Members  shall  be  entitled  to  Freedom  of  Speech  and 
of  Voting." 

There  are  no  indications  of  the  purpose  of  the 
Honorary  Membership  other  than  those  mentioned 
above. 

March  14,  1791,  Saint  Johns  Lodge  of  Newport 
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chose  her  two  honorary  members,  and  April  6,  1791, 
Saint  John's  Lodge  of  Providence  chose  hers.  They 
are  the  first  four  on  the  following  list,  which  also 
gives  the  date  of  election  and  the  years  and  length 
of  service. 

June  25,  1792,  Benjamin  Bourne  was  elected 
Grand  Treasurer  in  place  of  Joseph  Russell,  whose 
name  appears  by  error  in  the  list  of  Grand  Officers, 
and  John  Jenkins  was  chosen  Honorary  Member  in 
place  of  Bourne. 

The  Constitution  of  1802  provided  for  eight  Hon- 
orary Members,  as  did  that  of  1808. 

June  24,  1810,  the  following  was  passed  after  the 
election  of  the  eight  Honorary  Members  called  for: 

^ Voted,  After  this  date  no  addition  be  made  to  the  Honorary 
Members  ;  should  anyone  resign,  decease  or  be  left  out,  their 
place  to  be  left  vacated." 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  list  they  gradually  dropped 
off  until  only  three  remained  when  the  new  Consti- 
tution was  adopted,  May  20,  1820,  which  abolished 
Honorary  Membership. 

The  next  and  last  Honorary  Member  elected  by 
Grand  Lodge  was  R.\  \V.\  Tracy  P.  Cheever,  after- 
wards Recording  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts.  He  delivered  a  masterly 
oration  on  St.  John's  Day,  June  24,  1874,  before  our 
Grand  Lodge,  and  on  May  17,  1875,  he  was  elected 
Honorary  Member  of  Grand  Lodge.  His  decease 
November  2o,  1881,  again  closed  the  list  of  Hon- 
orablcs. 
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Kl.RCTHI> 


1791,  March 
.< 

April 


•  > 


1792,  June 

1796,  June 

1797,  June 
1800,  June 
1802,  June 


18 12,  June 
1S13,  June 
1814,  June 


„ 

25 
24 

26 

25 
21 


l .  tl 

l«  .1 

1804.  June 

25 

1807,  June 

24 

r8o8,  June 

24 

l  809,  June 

26 

1S10,  June 

25 

• .    *  11 

181 1,  June 
11  i. 

24 

24 
24 
24 


1875,  May  17 


Henry  Hunter  

George  Gibbs  

John  Brown  

Benjamin  Bourne  

John  Jenkins  

John  Davis  

William  Barton  

Peter  Turner  

George  Brown  

Joseph  Tillinghast  

Amos  M.  At  well  

Samuel  Snow  

Peter  Grinnell  

Joseph  C.  Mauran  

Richard  Anthony  

Rev.  Stephen  Gano  

John  Price  

Ebenezcr  Cole  

Israel  Davis  

Edward  Easten  

Samuel  Wright  

Aimer  Alden   

Benjamin  E.  Gorton  

Jeremiah  V.  Jenkins  

Stephen  Deblois  

Stephen  Whipple  

Tracy  P.  Cheever  


Yp.ARS  El.RCTF.n. 


13 

6 
8 

5 
3« 
5 
1 

8 

2 
o 
I 

7 
4 

3 
2 

<> 

2 

3 
15 
IO 

3 
1 

12 

s 

7 


.  * 

1  > 

1 . 


I! 


years.  1791  to  1809  inclusive. 
1 791  to  1&03 

1791  to  1796 
1791 -1 802  to  1808  inc. 

1792  to  1796  inclusive. 

1796  to  1825 

1797  to  1S01 
1800 — 
1802  to  1809 
1802  to  1816 
1802  to  1803 
1802  to  1807  " 

1804— 

1 804- 1 807  to  1812  inc. 

1807  to  1810  inclusive. 

1808  to  1 8 10 

1809  to  1810 

1810  to  1818 

1810  to  181 1 

181 1  to  1813 
18 1 1  to  1825 

181 1  to  1820 

1812  to  1814 

1813— 

1814  to  1825 
1814  to  1821 

Died  November  23,  l*Si. 
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MASTERS  OF  LODGES. 


On  the  following  pages  will  be  found  a  complete 
list  of  the  Annual  Elections  of  Masters  of  the  Sub- 
ordinate Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  for  the  period 
ending  June  24,  1801 ;  this  list  is  given,  as  the  one 
commencing  on  page  761  entitled  Grand  Lodge 
Members,  only  gives  the  date  of  their  first  election 
as  Master. 

The  list  will  be  found  very  convenient  for  pur- 
poses other  than  that  of  ascertaining  the  election  of 
a  particular  Master.  It  shows  how  those  staunch  old 
Masons  in  years  gone  by  repeatedly  took  up  the  bur- 
den, and  demonstrated  their  love  for  the  Craft  by  ac- 
tive and  energetic  work. 

Those  marked  with  a  *  were  members  of  their  re- 
spective Lodges  and  consequently  members  of  Grand 
Lodge  at  the  time  of  the  Centennial  Celebration,  June 
24,  1801.  A  number  following  a  name  is  to  indicate 
the  Lodge  in  which  membership  is  now  held. 

By  reason  of  the  almost  utter  impossibility  of  giv- 
ing data  correctly  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  indi- 
cate those  deceased  or  dimitted. 

The  list  of  Masters  is  followed  by  similar  ones  of 
the  presiding  officers  of  the  Grand  and  Subordinate 
Chapters,  Councils,  and  Commanderies  in  Rhode 
Island  and  of  the  General  Grand  bodies. 
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SAINT  JOHNS  LODGE,  NO.  i,  NEWPORT. 

The  first  charter  of  this  Lodge  was  for  a  Fellow  Craft  Lodge, 
and  was  granted  by  Thomas  Oxnard,  Provincial  Grand  Master 
of  St.  Johns  Grand  Lodge,  at  Hoston,  on  December  24,  1749. 

The  charter  for  the  Master's  Lodge  was  granted  by  Jeremy 
Gridley,  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  North  America,  March  20, 

1757. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  granted  their  charter  April 
26,  1793,  and  a  duplicate  was  issued  December  27,  1854. 

The  Lodge  was  incorporated  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
Rhode  Island,  October,  1793.  A  new  charter  was  granted  Jan- 
uary, 1887. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  third  Monday  in 
December,  and  the  Stated  Communications  on  Monday  preced- 
ing the  full  moon. 


Name. 


1 3  Caleb  Phillips. 


14  Ro!>ert  lenkins. 

20  "     "  " 

1 5  ■ 

14  " 

21  " 

2ol 

17  llenjamin  Mason. 
Robert  Jenkins. 

13  Samuel  Hrenton. 


I>at<«. 


Name. 


The  records  from  1765 
are  lost.  The  Lodge 
probably  did  not  do 
much  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  when 
the  British  and  Hes- 
sians had  possession  of 
the  town.  Possibly  the 
records  were  destroyed 
by  them,  as  they  de- 


1790 

1 790  Dec. 
171H 
1792 
1/93 
1794 

1705 
1796 

1707 
179S 

1700 
1S00 

1S01 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806, 


stroyed  some  of  the 
property  of  the  Lodge. 
Circumstantial  evi- 
dence exists  that  the 
Lodge  did  work  after 
1765,  but  there  is  no 
w ay  of  ascertai n i n g 
definitely  when. 

. .  JTeleg  Clarke. 

27  Moses  Seixas. 


27 
27 

27 
28 

27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
2S 

27 

27J 

31 
31 
27 


•  > 


> . 
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i 


I»at« 


Name. 


1807  Dec. 
1808 

1809! 
l8lo! 
181 1 
1812 
1 813I 
1814 

'8151 
1 8  if. 
[817 
fSiS  July 
1  SIS  bee. 
t8io 
1820 
1821 
[822, 
IS23 
[824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
(828 
1829 
is  30 

•831 
1812 

'833 
1 834 
'S35 
83b 

'S37 
1838 

IS*, 

IS40 
1841 
1^42 

>43 
S44 

S45I 
i.S4», 

1S47 

[84S 


28 1  Moses  Seixas. 
27!  " 

27  James  Perry, 
27  " 
271  •* 
2S  " 

27  John  A.  Shaw. 
27  John  L.  Boss. 
27  Isaac  Stall. 

27  "  " 
27' Benjamin  \V.  Case. 
15  John  L.  Boss. 

28  '  " 
27 

27  '* 
27 

27  " 
27  " 

27  Stephen  T.  Northam. 
27 

27  Theophilus  Tophatn. 
27!Stephen  A.  Robinson. 

27  Archibald  Munro. 

28  Nicholas  G.  Boss. 
27  I 'cleg  Clarke. 

27  Theophilus  Topham. 
27 

27  Stephen  A.  Robinson. 
27; Theophilus  Topham. 
27  Washington  Van  Zandt. 
27  Theophilus  Topham. 
27 

27  Stephen  A.  Robinson. 
28 

27'  •' 

27 

^_ 
-  / 

27  Charles  Cotton. 

27,  Alexander  M .  Mc<  Iregor. 
27 

28  William  <  irav. 
27  " 

71  " 


i 


Datf 


840.1  Dec 

850 

851 

352 

853 
854 

8^b 

*57 
8SS 
850 
860 
861 
862 
863 
864 
Sbs 
Sbb 
S07 
8bS 
Sb<, 
870 

871 
S72 
s73 
S74 

*75 

870; 


87: 


S70  A 1 
8;«»  Pec. 
SSoj 


SM 

S>2 


^5 
*Sb 

»7 

sss 

ss,y 

<oo 


ril 


Name 


John  Eldred. 
♦Henry  D.  DeBIois. 
John  I).  Dennis. 
William  Gray. 


>  > 


18 

23 
22 
20 
12 

iol 

24  *  James  G.  Topham. 
24  Edmund  J .  Townsend. 
21  *Nathan  H.  Gould. 
20  ( lilbert  Chace. 
17  *Ara  I  liklreth. 
24  " 

22I  |ohn  W.  I  >avis. 

3» 
21 


lo  *William  J.  Underwood. 
IS 

♦William  Gilpin. 
Henry  J.  Hudson. 


27 
23 
21 
20 

i<> 
is 


♦William  Gilpin. 


•John  Mvers. 
Kay  B.  Tayer. 


16  #Geo.  K.Crandall,  No.  14 

15  - 

♦Robert  S.  Franklin. 
♦William  G.  Stevens. 


21 

20 
IS 

17  Isaac  Gill. 

If.     "  " 

2 1  I  saac  I  .a  wrence. 

IS |*Samuel  R.  Honev. 

20  ♦William  II.  Flud'der. 
l<)  ♦Overton  G.  Eanglev. 
lS!        "  " 

17  ♦William  Hamilton. 
15 

21  *Frow  K.  Garnet  t. 
20  *  Robert  S.  Franklin. 

»')| 


William  Hamilton. 


ib  ♦William  E.  Mumford. 
1  5 1* Henry  K.  Concklin. 
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ST.  JOHNS  LODGE,  NO.  i,  PROVIDENCE. 

The  first  charter  was  granted  January  18,  1757,  by  Jeremy 
Gridley,  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  North  America. 

The  first  meeting  for  organization  was  held  February  18,  1757. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  granted  their  charter 
April  26,  1793. 

The  Lodge  was  incorporated  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
Rhode  Island  October,  1793. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  Feast  Day  of  St. 
John  the  Evangelist  (December  27th)  and  the  Stated  Commu- 
nications on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  month. 


Date. 


Name. 


Date. 


Name. 


1757'Fcb     i S  John  Burges,  Master. 


1757 


175* 


1758  Dec. 

1759 
17O0 
1 76 1 
1762 
•  7"3 


1768 


I  >ec. 


March  28  Rt.  W.  John  Burges  be- 
ing bound  on  a  voy- 
age to  Jamaica,  it  was 
Voted,  that  Edward 
Scott,  Benjamin  Bow- 
en,  and  James  Greene 
be  officers  during  the 
absence  of  Rt.  W. 
Bro.  Burges. 
Jan.  18  John  Burges  voted  Mas- 
ter. First  election  on 
record  Dec.  20,  1758. 
20  John  Burges. 

27 
19 


1778  Dec. 

1779  " 
17S0  " 

1781  *' 

17S2  " 


2<) 

22  Joseph  Brown. 

No  election  on  record; 
or  any  record  of  meet- 
ing   from    June  15. 

1703,  until'  July  4, 

1704,  nor  from  July 
5,  1764,  until  Dec.  6, 
1768. 

27  Joseph  Brown  elected 
Master.  No  record  of 
any  meeting  fromjune, 
1769,  until  Dec.  3, 
1778.  when  the  Lodge 
was  convened  by  Jabez 
Bowen  (J.  W.)  acting 
as  Master. 


1784  Jan. 

1784  Dec. 

1785  " 
1786 

1787 
1788 
1700  Jan. 
1700  Dec. 

1791  " 

1792  " 

I703  " 

1794  " 

1 796  Jan. 
1790  Dec. 

1797  " 

1795  " 

1799  " 

1800  " 

1801  " 

1802  " 


1 


3  Jabez  Bowen. 
27  " 
27  " 
27  " 

27  No  election,  officers  held 
over.  Record  of  meet- 
ing June  5,  1782,  June 
25,  1782,  Eeb.  19, 
1783,  July  2,  1783, 
Master's  Lodge.  After 
this  the  elections  were 
held  regularly  every 
year. 
I  Jabez  Bowen. 

27  " 

27  " 

27  - 

27  " 

27     "  " 
6  '* 

27  " 

27  Daniel  Stillwell. 

27  Oliver  Bowen. 
27  John  Carlile. 

4* 
27 
27 
27 
27 
24 
29 
27 


> . 


•  > 
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[803  Dec 
[804 
[805' 
t8o6 
[807 
[808 
1809 
1810 
l8u 
1812 
(813, 
1814 
•  815 
18(6 

1817 
[8181 
[8i«> 
1820 
[821 
[822I 
1823 
1824, 
1825! 
1826 
1827 
1828 
182.) 
1830 
1831 

l$12 

1833 
[834! 

'835! 
[836 

1S3S  Jan. 


181S 

1S30 
[840 
1 841 
1842 

1843 
1*44 

^45 
S4O 


Dec. 


27  John  Carlilc. 
27  " 

27  '* 

24  William  Wilkinson. 

28  " 

27  Ebenezer  Johnson. 
27 
27 


>  • 


27 
28 

27 


Samuel  Jackson. 

William  Wilkinson. 
27  Samuel  Jackson. 
27  Moses  Richardson. 
27  " 

27  Cyrus  W.  Lindsay. 

28  Asa  Bosworth. 
27  Christopher  Burr. 
27 Philip  I'otter. 

27 

27,  Lowell  Adams. 
20.  William  C.  Barker. 
27      *  *  " 
27  Pardon  Clarke. 
27  " 

27  Nicholas  Stillwell. 
27 

28  William  C.  Barker. 

2T  "  ** 

*  / 

27  William  Trescott. 
27  " 

27  Caleb  Earlc. 

26  " 

28  " 

27  " 

3  Asa  Bosworth. 
27  " 

27   "  " 

2(>  Ban  Ion  Clarke. 

2S 

27  - 
27  " 
27,  " 
271  " 

28' Moses  Richardson. 


1847  Dec 

:  1848; 
1  18491 

I  18511 
1852 
1853 
1854, 
1855 
1856 

'857 
185S 
1859, 
1800 

:;l86l! 

!l86i 
11864! 

1865: 

1866 

1867, 

1 868: 

1869] 
1870 

"i87i| 

.1873 

1S74. 

1875 
)  1876 

;  >s77 
1878 

1879 
18S0 

iSSi 

18S2 

1SS3 

l>^4 

KSS5 
|SS6 
ISS7 

1  !?S9 

I I  S<^c>l 


27  James  Graham. 
27  '* 

27!  " 

29  Horace  A.  Wilcox. 

29,  41 

27  *Charles  W.  Jencks. 

28  'Joseph  A.  D.  Joslin. 
2 -j       •  •         •  •       •  • 

27  *Jcrome  B.  Borden. 

271 

28 

27  John  P.  Walker. 
27  "Thomas  A.  Doyle. 
27  " 

27  *  James  H.  Armington. 

26! 

28  Alfred  K.  Hall. 
27  John  F.  Tobey. 
27  Samuel  B.  Swan. 

27:  - 

27  'George  O.  Olmstcad. 

2<)         "  " 

27|*Albert  H.  Cushman. 
27 'George  II.  Burnham. 
27 

27  "Edward  B.  Knight. 

23  •Newton  D.  Arnold. 
27  'George  M.  Carpenter. 
271      "  M 
27  'Pardon  Wilbur. 
27  John  W.  Pettis. 
20  " 

27  *  Henry  J.  Spooner. 
27  *William  E.  Husband. 
27 

27  *  Edward  S.  Jones. 

2(, 

2*  •George  W.  IVttis. 
27 

27  'George  Puller. 
27 

27  *  Albert  G.  Bates. 

29, 'Charles  H.  C.  Carter. 
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WASHINGTON  LODGE,  NO.  3,  WARREN. 

Dispensation  granted,  June  24,  1796. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  March  15,  1798. 
Constituted.  October  3,  1799. 

Incorporated,  October,  1799,  as  No.  1;  charter  vacated,  May, 
1834;  reissued,  June,  1851,  as  No.  3. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  Festival  Day  of 
Saint  John  the  Evangelist,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Tues- 
day on  or  before  the  full  moon. 


i 

l>.itc. 

Name. 

> 

[•;<)(>  June 

24 

Charles  Wheaton 

179s 

March  i<> 

•  • 

■  79s 

F>cc. 

24 

•  • 

'  799 

27 

1  800 

27 

*  * 

1  So  1 

27 

>  • 

1S02 

• 

30 

[S03 

27 

.804 

n  — 
*■  / 

* » 

[805 

27 

•  • 

[  800 

25 

Seth  IVck. 

[S07 

24 

i  S08 

27 

• » 

> . 

[ 

27 

«  4 

[8 10 

O  "7 

t  • 

1  Si  1 

27 

4  • 

•  > 

1 S12 

24 

4 4 

•  > 

1S13 

27 

.  t 

1^14 

-  > 

<  • 

|Si^ 

28 

1  • 

1816 

-  / 

IS17 

3«> 

« < 

I  *l  s 

2S 

Samuel  Randall. 

|8lO 

27 

•  • 

4 1 

t  *  20 

27 

•  1 

4  4 

l>21 

•  * 

■  • 

[822 

27 

•  • 

4  4 

IS23 

26 

•  • 

.» 

[S24 

" 

27 

[ohn  Haile. 

[S25 

27 

4 1 

27 

:: 

4  4 

IS27 

27 

4  • 

1  *'2> 

26 

John  Salisbury. 

,s-9 

2^ 

4  4 

27 

>  • 

i\3li  " 

27 

44 

4 1 

Diitc. 


Name. 


S32 
S33 
s34| 

836 

337 

S38 

83') 
S40 
84C 

842' 

S43 
844 
84^ 
S46 
847 
848 

849 

850, 

851; 
8521 

S53' 
»54i 
*55l 
8*6j 

857! 
85*; 

»59i 
86o| 

861 

S62 
863 
864 
8o> 
866 
867 


Dec.    27  John  Salisbury. 


4  4 


26 

25 
27 
-  / 
27 
27 
25 
27 
27 

27  Seth  IVck. 
~  I 

30  "  " 

29  John  Haile. 
27  " 
26  " 

26  Seth  Peck. 
26    "  *' 

26  William  B.  Sncll. 

23  " 
26 
26 

18  James  Coflfin. 
23  Henry  Cole,  2d. 
S  "Charles  M.  Mulchahey. 
14 

27  William  H.  Turner. 
27 

27  William  H.  Surgens. 
28 

27  "Joseph  M.  Merch.int. 
27  "James  C.  Blake. 
27  Charles  R.  Cutler. 
2 7. "Edwin  J.  Collamore. 


4  4 


4 . 


52 
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N'.illll'. 


Date. 


Name. 


1869  Jan. 
i860  Dec 

1870  '* 

1871  " 
1S72  " 

1*73 
1875 
187s 
1S76 

1*77 
is  7* 
1*79 


Ian. 

Dec. 


5  *  James  C.  Blake. 
27  *  William  E.  Collamore. 
27 

27  *Euther  Cole. 
27  Sidney  Dean. 
30* Henry  V.  Chaniplin. 

3  *Benjamin  B.  Martin. 
27  Henry  II.  Williams. 
27  *Eliphalet  1'.  Emery. 
27  *William  II.  Crawley. 
27  *<  "lutrles  15.  Mason. 
27  *  William  \.  Aekley. 


1880  Dec. 

18S1  " 

1882  *• 

1883  '• 
1SS4  " 

18S5:  " 

t-sf>  " 

18S7  - 

isss  '" 

IS8«)  " 

I. So  " 


27  *\Villiam  N.  Ackley. 
27; "Samuel  I..  Peck. 
27,*I.ewis  H.  Meaiier. 

27>  " 

3o*John  A.  Emery. 
2()*William  S.  Bennett. 
27  *  John  Waterman. 

27:  ' 


~  *Kred  E.  Sammis. 


27  *  Henry  K.  Battev. 
23  *Jesse  M.  Munro. 


MOUNT  VKRNON  FODOK,  NO.  4,  PROVIDENCE. 

There  is  no  record  of  a  dispensation  having  been  issued.  The 
Warrant  of  Constitution  was  ordered  June  24,  1799,  and  the 
charter  is  dated  June  24,  1799.  There  is  no  record  of  the  con- 
stitution services. 

Incorporated,  February,  1S00;  charter  vacated.  May,  1S34; 
new  charter,  January  Session,  1.S72. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  February  22,  and  the 
Stated  Communications  on  the  first  Thursday  in  each  month. 


Rite. 


N;mi<-. 


I  >.iti 


1 7<;t)  I'  el». 

1.-.00 

1S01 

I  -02 

I  803 

I  -04 

1  >o5 
1 800 
i<o7 
1  SoS 

1  -OO 

1*10 
I  - 1  t 
1  -12 

I  "  I  1 
I  M| 

I  - 1  ; 


■  ■ 


22  Amos  Maine  AtweSI. 
22  " 

2f> 
IS 
22  " 
22 
2  2 

22  Mwhacl  Anilvnv. 
r, 

22  Israel  Am^luiry. 
'22  Amos  Maine  Atwull. 
22 
22 
2  2 
2  2 

•  »  ■  » 

2  2 


I  Vter  ( '.nnneX 
|ohn  Sii'KV. 


1816  l  ei). 

1817  " 

1818  *• 

lS|r,  " 

1-20  " 

I>21  " 
1  s  2  2 

1823  " 

1824  •' 
1S2?  " 
l-2<>  " 
1-27 
1-2-  " 
[>2o 
I-30  " 

i\;t  " 
1  - ;  2 


Name. 


22  John  Andrews. 
22  George  Wheaton. 
22  Joseph  S.  Cooke. 
22  *   "  " 
22  Nehemiah  Dodge. 
22  Henry  Martin. 

22  Samuel  Y.  Atwell. 
24  •' 

22  Henry  Martin. 

22  Christian  M  .  Nestell. 

22 

22  B.  Cranston. 
2.}  Cvrus  1-  islier. 
22 

22  James  Sal-bury. 
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Date. 


1833  Keb 

1834  " 

1835  *' 
1S36 

i«37  " 

1838  " 

1830  " 

1S40  " 

1841  " 

1842  " 

1843  " 

1844  " 

1845  " 

1846  " 

1847  '« 

1848  ** 

1849  " 

1850  " 

1851  " 

1852  " 

1853  " 

1854  " 
1855 

1856  " 

1857  " 

1855  *' 

I85«J  " 

1S60  " 

1861  " 

1862  " 


Name. 


22  James  Salsbury. 

21  Hiram  Hill. 

24  Henry  Holden. 

221    "  " 

22  Edward  R.  Young. 

22 'Thomas  Whitaker. 

24      "  "  . 

22       ..  11 

22  Charles  D.  Greene. 
22 

22  Cvrus  B.  Manchester. 
20  '" 

22  Charles  I  ).  Greene. 
22 

22  Cyrus  1L  Manchester. 
22;Samuel  Warner. 
22  Charles  I).  Greene. 
24 
23 
23 

22, Samuel  Lewis. 

22  Henjamin  J.  Brown. 

22  Cornelius  E.  Bourne. 

23 

22  Ezra  S.  Dodge. 

22'     "  " 

22:  lames  Salsbury,  Jr. 
22 
21 


> . 


•  1 
■  ( 


l»att 


1863  Feb. 

1 864  ' ' 
I  1865  " 

1 366  " 

1867  " 

1 868  " 

1869  " 
1870 
1871  " 

I  1S72  " 

I1S731  " 

1S74  " 

1875  " 
1876 

1877  " 
1878 

«879 
1880, 

1881. 

1882 

1883 
1SS4 
18K5 
1SS6 

1887 
1SS8 
iSSij' 
1 8<)0 

1 ,s" ; 


1  • 
.  1 


Nairn-. 


22  "Oliver  E.  Greene.  (33) 
22  *Stillman  White.  (33) 
22        "  "  (33) 

22  *Smith  S.  Sweet. 
22  "Amos  M.  Hawkins. 

25  John  H.  Sweet. 
22  James  II.  Allen 
22  Henry  A.  Chace. 
22  "George  |.  Hazard. 
22  *Asahel  S.  Hawkins. 

27  *JohnW.McKnight.(33) 

26  Albert  II.  Chaffee. 
22      "  " 

22  "Marcus  M.  Burdiik. 
22  "Joseph  S.  G.  Cobb. 

22  "  " 
24* William  II.  Berry. 

23  "Darius  B.  Davis. 
22  "Joseph  O.  Earle. 
22 

22  "Stephen  M.  Greene. 

22  *James  Wilson. 

23  "Rodney  V.  Dyer. 

22  "William  II.  Silloway. 
22  tLemuel  II.  Foster. 
22  "Alfred  Manchester. 

22  *Charles  Larkham. 

24  "Charles  15.  Manchester. 

23  *George  E.  Keene. 


♦  Kxprllrd. 


WASHINGTON  LODGK,  NO.  5,  WICK1-ORD. 

Dispensation  granted  July  11,  1798,10  be  in  force  for  forty 
days  from  the  fifth  day  of  August  next  ensuing,  or  until  the 
regular  charter  was  granted. 

The  original  charter  granted  June  24,  1799,  and  the  Lodge 
constituted  September  23,  1799. 

Incorporated,  May,  1801,  as  No.  2;  charter  vacated,  May, 
1834;  rechartered,  October,  1825,  as  No.  5;  vacated,  May,  1834; 
reissued,  January  Session,  1868. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  first  Thursday  in 
October,  and  the  Stated  Communications  on  Monday  on  or  be- 
fore the  full  moon. 
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Date. 


1798  July 

1 799  Sept. 

1800  June 

iSOI;  " 

1802  " 

1803  " 
1S04  " 
1805  May 
1  Sob' June 
1807  J  uly 
1S08  June 
1 809  " 

1S10  

1 S 1 1  


1812  |une 
1813"  " 
1 8 14  May 
1815  


1825  Feb. 


162s  Nov. 

I82u 

1827  Aug. 

1828  Sept. 

1829  " 
1830;  " 


Name. 


11  John  Aldrich. 
*3 
5 

4  " 

SfHczckiah  liabcock, 
20 
2«) 
Io| 

3! 
5 

M 


i 


Date. 


Name. 


lS3i  Sept. 
1S3: 
1833  Oct. 


Jr. 


E/lxm  Sanford. 


There  is  no  record  from 
September  10,  18 10. 
until  May  27,  1812. 
but  the  Grand  Lodge 
record  gives  Ezbon 
Sanford  as  Master  in 
I  1 8 10  and  181 1. 
16  John  Aldrich. 

22  Nathan  F.  Dixon. 

Hezekiah  Babcock,  Jr. 
There  is  no  record  from 
July  5,  1 8 14,  to  De- 
cember 30,  I S24.  The 
Grand  Lodge  record 
gives  Hezekiah  Hab- 
cock,  Jr.  as  Master  from 
I  Si  5  to  1S24,  inclusive. 
1 1  Ezbon  Sanford. 

March  31,  1825,  M.\ 
W. John  Carlile. 
Grand  Master,  formal- 
ly reinstated  the  Lodge 
in  its  former  privileges. 

23  Joshua  Clarke. 
8  ** 

29 

1/ 

» 
1 


1806  Nov. 

1807  " 
186S  Oct. 

1869  " 

1870  '■ 

1871  " 

1872  " 

1873  " 

1874  " 
187^  " 
1876  " 


1- 


/ 1 


1 . 


1S7S 

1879 

1SS0I 

1881 

1882 

l8S^ 

18S4 

1885 

1 886 

1887 

I  ShS 

1889 

1890 


•  ■ 
»  > 


23  Joshua  H.  Rathbun. 

5 

12  " 

This  is  the  last  election 
recorded  prior  to  dis- 
banding  the  Lodge. 
November  16,  1866.  a 
dispensation    was  is- 
sued   to    reopen  the 
Lodge.    The  original 
charter  was  ordered  re- 
stored May 20,  1807.  A 
new  charter  was  issued 
by  Grand  Master 
Thomas    A.  Doyle, 
bearing  the  date  of  May 
20.  1S67.   The  Lodge 
was  re-constituted 
Novcml)er  22,  1S67. 
10  John  H.  Fierce. 
22I*  "  " 
1  *Joseph  E.  Spink. 
7  *SamueI  F>.  Church. 
6  *George  A.  Spink. 
5 
3 


>  ■ 


1 

7' 

5  *James  R.  Wilson. 

4  *  David  S.  Baker.  Jr. 

3  " 

2  *James  R.  Friggs. 
7 '* Albert  F.  Ellsworth. 
6*Frank  II.  Wilson. 
5 

4*AIbert  F.  Ellsworth. 
2  *Joseph  Howard. 
1  *Thomas  J.  I'eircc. 
7  *J  ames  R  Rriggs. 

6  *  Joseph  Hey  wood. 

4  *Jared  M.  Miner. 
3'*Stephcn  E.  Reynolds. 
2|*Ryron  L.  Arnold. 
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ST.  ALBANS  LODGE,  NO.  6,  BRISTOL. 

Dispensation  granted,  June  25,  1800. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  October  21,  1802. 
Constituted,  October  21,  1802. 
Incorporated,  May  Session,  1858. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  third  Wednesday 
in  December,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Wednesday  on  or 
before  the  full  moon. 


i 

> 

>>3  5 

\hf.  27 

8  30 

S3  7 

'  '                *>  — 
*■  / 

S3S 

•s3<i 

i 

> 


1  lal.'. 


I^on  11I1K 
l7ni  » 
J  ^_>2  

l*"3  

|.-»04  I  Hx. 
1.-05  ** 
1-06  " 
1807 
iSm3  " 

I.-'Oi)  " 

[8l2  " 

T  M4  " 
!    I  s 

i8w, 
1  >i7 
i-r 
1  >  1  ■ ) 
1  8  2<  > 
1 "  -'  1 
i.-'j'j 

I  -■!}, 
1  *2  4 

1  -JO 

I  v.>S 

I -J.,  " 

Jan. 
m3i  1  ki-. 

'\i3| 
IJ>34  " 

r 


•  > 


2? 


\.ni>.\ 


■ 


12  Alexander  Y.  (iri^woM 
i8!  Nathaniel  Smith.  Jr. 
27  John  W.irdwL-U. 
21  '  " 

14  I.efavour  Howlatid. 
i<)  Allen  V>  atdwell. 

27  I  >aniel  Pradford. 

28  •' 
27  " 

27  Lefa\our  I  lowland. 
27 

27  I  >:<mel  PradtWd. 
2u 

2'">  ParnahaS  Pates. 
27  Sylvester  Luther. 


1  - 

>  ■ 
■  • 


2; 
27 
•-7 
-'7 

2^  ( luhk-n  I  (earth. 
1  1  Samuel  Taylor. 
14     "  " 


\. -j tli. unci  Walilrwn. 
Juseph  Rinvsim. 


<  < 


S40  I  urn- 
840  I  >ee. 

M 1  " 

S42 

*43  J  line 

•^44  1  ><-T. 
S45 

:-47 
-4- 
-4'i, 

«5-« 

-53 
-54 
-55 

-57 

*5'> 
8M) 
8ni 

>f>2 

8M 
So  4 
S05 
86(> 


Vim.'. 


27  Leonard  Wri^liL 


No  record  of  any  ele<  - 
lion   from    I>ce,  27. 
1  --,s,  tu  June.  J  840. 
Sylvesu-r  I  .ullu-r. 


1  • 


22 
-7 
^7 
27 

s.  Leonard  Wright. 

- 1 

27  Nathan  Harden. 

27  Leonard  Wright. 
20  Joseph  <  'on. 
19  Philip  P.  P.oiirue. 

ts 

'7 

! 

22 
2<i 

"> 
'7 
15 

I  =  *(  harles  A.  ( ireene. 


>  ■ 


■  > 


21 
><) 

«7 

16  l     Joseph  Pales. 

21  John  Turner. 

20  *]<ichard  P.  Lranklui. 
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1867 
1868 
1S69 
1870 
1871 
1872 

1873 
1S74 
1876 

i87f. 
1S77 
1S78 


Dec. 


4» 


Jan. 
I  let:. 


i8*Wm.  T.  C.  Wardwell. 
16 

15  *Charles  Salsteen. 
21 

20*].  Howard  Manchester. 
j6 

17  Edward  W.  Brunsen. 

16  *J.  Howard  Manchester. 
12  *  Isaac  F.  Williams. 


20 


i«)*Orrin  Wilson. 
181  44 


i 


Date. 


i  -  — 


1879  Dec. 

1880  44 

1881  44 

1882  44 
18S3  " 
1884  44 
1885'  44 

1886  " 

1887  44 
.888  44 
1 889I  " 
1890  44 


Name. 


•Charles  H.  Whedon. 


17 

15! 

21  *George  H.  Douglas. 

20, 

19  *  Darwin  Almy. 

17  " 

16  'Charles  Thackery. 

15  *J.  Howard  Manchester. 
21  *Thomas  H.  Shipman. 
i9*Wm.  J.  Bradford. 

18  " 

17  44 


FRIENDSHIP  LODGE,  NO.  7,  CHEPACHKT. 

Dispensation  granted,  June  25,  1800. 
Charter  granted,  June  24,  1805. 

Lodge  constituted  and  charter  dated,  October  21,  1805. 

Incorporated,  February,  1807;  charter  amended  in  January  of 
<x34,  '835  and  1836. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  second  Monday  in 
September,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Saturday  on  or  be- 
fore the  full  moon. 


I>;«tC. 


1801  May 

1S02  " 

tSu3  " 

1804  " 

1 800  " 
.So; 

1808  " 

1809  •• 
iSlo  " 

i Si  1  • ' 

1812  " 

I 8  1  3  " 

1  8  1 4  " 


N.»mr. 


5  Joseph  Bowen. 

^  •• 

7      "     .  " 
b  A  nan  Evans. 

5 
4 

2 

1  (.'had  Sayks. 


>  ■ 


Date 


4  .A nan  Evans. 

3  Jes->e  Tourtellott. 

2  Zephaniah  Ketch,  Jr. 


1S16  May 

1817  Sept. 

1818  " 

1519  " 

1520  " 
1H2!  " 
1S22  *' 
1823  " 
1*24  " 

l*2s 

182(»  " 

1827  " 

I  828  " 

1829  Oct. 

1830  Sept. 


Name. 


6  Zephaniah  Keech,  Jr. 
8  Chad  Sayles. 
14  44 

13I  " 

11  Thomas  R.  Eddy. 
10  Sylvanus  Bradford. 

9;  Robert  Steerc. 
S      4  4        4  4 
13'  " 

12  Benedict  Aldrich. 
it       "  '  * 

10 

8  Isaac  Aldrich. 
10  •' 

13  " 
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Date. 


Name. 


Date. 


Name. 


1831  Sept. 

1832  " 

1833 
1834 

1835 
1836 

1837 
1838 

1839 

1840  Oct. 

1841  Sept. 
1S42 

1843 
1844 

1845 
1846 

1847 
1S48 
1S49 
i8so 
1851 
1852 

1853 
1854 

185s 

1856 

»857 
1S5S 

1859 
i860 


12  Isaac  Aldrich. 

8 

9 

8 

M 
12 


14 
.  ■ 


IO 


21  Benedict  Aldrich. 
10 

13  George  \V.  Marsh. 
12 
11 


>  1 


>  t 
1 1 


8  Jervis  J.  Smith. 

14  Stephen  Eddy,  2d. 
13  " 

1 1  Simeon  B.  Marsh. 
10  Marcius  Eddy. 

9  Arunah  B.  Armstrong. 

8 

13  " 

12  Edward  II.  Marsh. 

11 

10  Jervis  J.  Smith. 
8  Stephen  Eddy,  2d. 

14  '* 

13  Israel  M.  Hopkins. 
12  " 

io*Lemuel  H.  Hammond. 


861  Sept. 

862  44 

863 

864  " 

865  " 

866  " 
867 
868 
869 
870 

871 
872 

873 
874 
875 
876 

877 

878 

879 
880 
881 
882 
883 
884 
S85 
886 
8S7 
888 
889 
S90 


■ « 


9  Stephen  Eddv,  2d. 
8*Andrew  K.  Ballou.  (26; 

14 
12 
11 

10  Henry  M.  Chacc. 
9  Stephen  Eddy. 

14  *Lafayette  Reynolds. 

13 
12 

11  *  Albert  Totter. 

9  *Lafayettc  Reynolds. 
S  *Albe'rt  Potter. 
14  '* 

13  *Martin  \V.  Young. 
11  " 

10  *William  J.  Tracv. 
9  " 

8  #\Villiam  Blackmar. 
13 

i2*Edwin  M.  NefT. 
II 

10  *  Joseph  Perkins. 
8 

l4*Edward  L.  Phetteplace 
13 

l2*William  C.  Steere. 
10 

9  *\Valter  A.  Read. 

8  *Everett  W.  White. 


MOUNT  MORI  AH  LODGE,  NO.  8,  LIMEROCK. 

Dispensation  granted,  July  28,  1804. 

Charter  granted,  June  24,  1805. 

Constituted  and  charter  dated,  September  30,  1805. 

Incorporated,  October,  181 1;  charter  vacated,  May,  1834;  re- 
issued, January  Session,  1863. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  Friday  on  or  before  the 
full  moon  in  November,  and  the  Stated  Communications  are 
held  Friday  on  or  before  the  full  moon. 
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t        l>atc.  Name.  u  Dale.  Name. 

>  > 

804  Aug.  17  Moses  A  hi  rich.  184S  Nov.  10  Ephraim  Savlcs. 
805                    "         "  1849  "  23 

806  Feb.  10      "         "  1850  "  15  Oaniel  Mowry. 

S07    "  <)      "         "  1851  "        7  Simon  A.  Savlcs. 

805  "  8      "         "  1852  "  IO  " 

509  **  n  Christopher  Dexter.  1S53  "  26  Daniel  Mowrv. 

510  "  10  '•  1854  "  li 

Si  1    "  8AhabKead.  1^5  "        4  " 

812  21     "       "  1856  "  23  Joseph  Ricknell. 

Sn    "  12  Thomas  Mann.  18^7  "  7 

814    "  4       "         "  1S58  "  27  Daniel  Mowry. 

S 1 5    "  17       "         "  1S59  "  In  Stafford  Mown,-. 

810  Jan.  18  Nathaniel  Mowry.  i860  "  4 

817    "  3  lohn  Dexter.  1S61  "  23  *  Augustus  M.  Ahlrieh. 

518  Nov.  6*  *'        "  1862  "  15  *DanieI  Saylcs.  (1  1'.) 

519  "  26  Winsor  Ahlrieh.  1863  Oct.  31 

820  '*  17       "  "  1804  Nov.  20  Thomas  A.  Newell. 

821  "  9  Lewis  Dexter,  Jr.  1865  "  1 1  *IIcnr)  I  I.  Jeneks. 

822  "  22     "         *'  i860  Feb.      7  *Augustus  M.  Ahlrieh. 

523  "  15     "         "  1S66  Nov.  16  *\V.  Duane  Aldrieh. 

524  "  5  Mowry  Clark.  1867  "        8  Stephen  Wright. 

525  "  24  "  1868  "  27  *Arlon  Mown. 

8 26    "  9  Asahel  Angell.  18O9  "  I 9  *\V.  Duane  Aldrieh. 

S27    "  1      *'         "  1870  4  *Robert  McArthur. 

828    "  21  Samuel  E.  Gardiner.  1871  "  24  Alon/o  I'.  Rosworth. 

S2U  (  h  \.  «,        "  "  18-2  "  15  " 

SV>Nov.  20      "  ••  1873  "  2*  *IYancis  M.  Jcffers. 

831  18      "  '  1874  "  20  Samuel  Aull. 

S  ;2    "  2      "  "  187:  "  12  *Martin  C.  Latham. 

S33    "  22      "  1876  Dec.      8  ♦William  II.  Davis. 

S-;4  |une  20  1S77  Nov.     6  *  Nathan  E.  Peabodv. 

83*  Dec.  4      "  "  1878  "        S  *William  P.  Monroe. 

S3'-  Nov.  IS  1879  "  2S 

^37    •'  10  barney  Merry.  1S80  "  12  *Henry  N.  Potter. 

S  vS    "  30  Ephraim  Savles.  i8m  "        4  Custinc  Wilkins. 

S^,(H  t.  IS        ••  •'■  18S2  "  24  *CharlesC.  Clark. 

840  Nov.  6        "         "  1883  "        9  •Hiram  brown. 

^41    "  27        "         "  1884  "  28 

842    ••  11  "  188s  "  2oGustinc :  Wilkins. 

543  •'  3        "         "  1880  "        s  Charles  McGowan. 

544  "22                  "  18S7  •'  25  "James  Meers. 
-45    "  7  Asahel  Angell.  188S  "  16 

846    "  -27      "         "  18S9  "         l  *  James  Lee. 

SJ7    "  19  Stephen" Smith.  Jr.  1S9O  "  21 
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HARMONY  LODGE,  NO.  9,  PAWTUXRT. 


Dispensation  granted,  May  6,  1805. 
Charter  granted,  June  24,  1808. 
Constituted,  September  20,  1808. 

Incorporated,  February,  1809;  charter  amended  in  January  of 
1834,  1835  and  1842. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
November,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Tuesday  on  or  be- 
fore the  full  moon. 


1805  May 

() 

1807  June 

24 

1808  " 

14 

1809  Nov. 

14 

1 8 10  Dec. 

IS 

1811  " 

3' 

1812  Nov. 

IO 

1813  Dec. 

?! 

1814  Nov. 

12 

1 81 5  April 

24 

1816  Nov. 

12 

1817  " 

25 

1818  " 

21 

1819  " 

<) 

1820  " 

»4 

1821  " 

13 

1822  " 

12 

1823  " 

11 

1824  " 

9 

182s  " 

9 

1 820  " 

14 

1827  " 

'3 

1S2S  " 

1 1 

1B21,  " 

1 1 

Jonathan  N  ichols  was 
Master,  U.  D.,  from  I 
May  6,  1805,  until1 
June  24,  1807,  and 
Ephraim  Bowen  from 
that  date  until  June 
14,  1808. 
Jonathan  Nichols. 
Ephraim  Bowen. 
l'eleg  Rhodes. 


1830 


Elisha  P.  Smith. 
Christopher  Rhodes 
Tully  I  )orrancc. 


■ 


lames  Harris. 

Sion  A.  Rhodes. 
Remington  Arnold. 


1  • 


1849  Dec. 

1850  

1851  

1852  

1853  Nov. 

1854  

1855  Nov. 
1856  

1857  Nov. 

1858  " 

IS5Q  

1860  Nov. 

1861  " 

1862  " 

1863  " 

1864  Dec. 

1865  Nov. 

1866  " 

1867  Feb. 

1867  Nov. 

1868  " 
i8f><)  •' 
1870  " 


,No  election  held  until 
January,  1 849,  when 
I  Remington  Arnold 
was  again  elected,  hav- 
ing held  the  office  from 
1827  to  1848,  inclu- 
sive. He  was  installed 
May  4,  1849. 
11  Remington  Arnold. 
•  •  No  election. 


John  Carr. 


27,Isbon  Sherman. 
, . . ;  No  election. 
ivHenrv  Butler. 

24;    "  '  " 


13 
12 
11 

25 

13 

28 

28 
12 


Sidney  B.  Smith. 

William  Butler. 

♦William  C.  Rhodes. 

Daniel  A.  Smith. 

Israel  R.  Sheldon. 

John  F.  Carr. 
it  11 


19  *  Elisha  S.  Arnold. 
10  [ohn  E.  Can. 

9 

s 


•George  F.  Sheldon. 
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Dntr. 


Name. 


Date. 


Name. 


1 87 1  Nov 

14  Andrew  J.  Bates. 

1881  Nov 

1872 

1  • 

12 

1882 

1873 

.  > 

11 

1883 

1874 

•  * 

10  ♦Eleazah  Ralph. 

18S4 

<  • 

1875 

• « 

9 

1885 

•  • 

1876 

14  *  Henry  L.  Johnson. 

1 8  86 

1877 

( < 

13  ♦Foriest  A.  Peck. 

18S7 

1878 

il 

12 

1888 

1879 

t 4. 

1 1  •William  B.  Hart. 

1889 

1880 

t  * 

9 

1890 

S  *Samncl  T.  Remington. 
14  *James  Sntcliffc. 
1 3  Edwin  Montgomery, 
u  ♦Charles  E.  Johnson. 
io*Elisha  H.  Rhodes. 

9*  Walter  O.  Talcott. 

8  *  Joseph  A.  Latham. 
13  ♦William  B.  Rhodes. 
12  ♦George  R.  Babbitt. 
11  ♦Frank  D.  Livermore. 


UNION  LODGE,  NO.  10,  PAWTUCKKT. 

Dispensajion  granted,  April  15,  1808. 

There  is  no  record  of  when  the  charter  was  granted. 

Constituted  and  charter  dated,  June  26,  1809. 

Incorporated,  May,  1824;  repealed,  January,  1834;  new  char- 
ter, January  Session,  1866. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  November,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Wednesday  on  or 
before  the  full  moon. 


Date. 


Name. 


1808  May 

1809  June 
1S10  fan. 
1S11 
1812 
1813 
1S14 
1S15 

1810  " 
1S17  " 

IMS  " 
ISI.)  " 

|S,20  " 

I  S20  I>ec. 
ivji  " 
l»22  '• 


2  Ebenezer  Tvler. 

15  " 

^  14  4  4 

27  James  Mason. 

1 1  Ebenezer  Tyler. 

3 

23  " 

27  Barney  Merrv. 

19  " 
11 

2t<  1  >avitl  Wilkinson. 

20  Samuel  <  Ireene. 

12  Niles  Manchester. 
4  " 


Year. 

D;.te.  Name. 

1S23 

Dec. 

3  Caleb  I  >rown. 

IS2.| 

.  4 

j           1 1                 ft  1 

1825 

7  Alvin  Jenks. 

4  4 

6  Thomas  I. e Favour. 

IS27 

•  4 

.       . «  ii 

1  S2S 

■\  Dwight  Ingraham. 

lS2i, 

2 

IS30 

1  Daniel  T.  Carpenter. 
_      4  4  .4 
/ 

.S31 

4  4 

I  S  V2 

-  - 

c,  James  Hutchison. 

IS  33 

3  !<»srph  Smith. 

1*35 

1  s  v> 

• 

2  1  Amos  M .  Read. 

is37 

4  . 

20  John  15.  Read. 
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Date. 


Name. 


Date. 


Name. 


1839  Dec. 

4  Alvin  Jcnks. 

1865  Nov. 

1  Lloyd  Morton. 

1840 

<  > 

2  William  Field. 

1 866 

4  4 

21  *IJcla  P.  Clapp. 

1 841 

2      » •         •  t 

1867 

.  4 

6  " 

1842 

7  Edwin  Howland. 

186S 

.  > 

4  *Edward  L.  Freeman. 

1^43 

6  " 

1 869 

3  ** 

1844 

<  < 

4  Hiram  Willmarth. 

4  4 

2  *Charles  A.  Fales. 

1845 

.. 

j 

1871 

4  4 

2       44  44 

1S46 

2  Sabin  Allen. 

1872 

■< 

6  *Henry  A.  Pierce. 

1847  Nov. 

3  Nathan  P.  Townc. 

1873 

4  4 

5 

1848 

1 

1874 

.  1 

4  *Stephen  F.  Fisk. 

1849 

^      >>              •  > 

1875 

44 

3 

1850 

.  * 

6  " 

1870 

>  4 

1  Moses  D.  Church. 

1851 

5  Charles  K.  Manchester. 

1877 

44  44 

1S52 

3  *  jamcs  L.  Jones. 

1878 

6  •Waldo  Trescott. 

1853 

2  "   •*  " 

1879 

4  4 

5  " 

1854 

1  *Ervin  Read. 

1880 

3  *Robert  W.  Horton. 

1855 

7  *James  L.  Jones. 

1881 

2 

1856 

4  Spencer  Beers. 

1882 

» * 

2  *Benjamin  F.  Power. 

1857 

1883 

7  *Isaac  Gill. 

1858 

3  Nathaniel  Eairbrother. 

1884 

12  " 

2 

1885 

4  4 

4  *Edward  P.  Lowden. 

i860 

tt 

7  Henry  F.  Smith. 

1886 

4  4 

3  *4 

1861 

44 

6  George  A.  French. 

1887 

4  4 

2  *Albert  A.  Jenks. 

1862 

44 

^       • .  11 

1888 

4  4 

4  4                                    4  4 

1863 

1  I 

4  >             1  4 

4 

1889 

4  4 

6  *W.  Howard  Walker. 

1864 

25  Lloyd  Morton. 

1890 

44 

5        "  " 

KING  SOLOMONS  LODGE,  NO.  n,  EAST  GREENWICH. 

Dispensation  granted,  June  24,  1806. 

Charter  granted,  September  4,  1810. 

Constituted  and  charter  dated,  October  4,  1810. 

Incorporated,  February,  181 1;  charter  vacated,  May,  1834. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
October,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Tuesday  on  or  before 
the  full  moon. 


Date. 


Name. 


I 


1806  June  24  Stephen  Franklin. 

1S07    "  15  Abner  Alden. 

1808    "  24  Thomas  Tillinghast,  Jr. 

1S09    "  26 


Date. 


Name. 


1810  Thomas  Tillinghast,  Jr. 

181 1  Howland  Greene. 

1812  

'1813  
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Dati-. 


Name. 


Date 


Name. 


1814   Howland  Greene. 

1S15  

1816   William  Harrison. 

1817  

1818  

1819  

1820  

1 82 1  Nathan  Whiting. 

1822  

1823  

1824  

1825  Joseph  L.  Tillinghast. 

1826   Augustus  Greene. 

1827  

1828  Lucius  M.  Wheeler. 

There  were  no  returns 
made  to  Grand  Lodge 
after  1827,  until  March 
9,  1843,  at  which  time 
the  charter  was  surren- 
dered. Lucius  M. 
Wheeler  probably  was 
Master  during  the 
whole  term  of  1 5  years. 
The  Lodge  has  no  rec- 
ord prior  to  December 
28, 1852,  at  which  time 
the  lx»dge  was  reor- 
ganized. Sec  history 
of  the  Lodge. 

1S52  Dec.    28  Joseph  J.  Tillinghast. 

1853  March  27  Absalom  I'.  King. 

1854  Oct.  3 

1 8*5  No  election. 

1S56   " 


>  » 


S57  Feb. 

858  Dec. 

859  Oct. 
860 
86 1 

862  " 

863  " 
864 

865  Jan. 

866  Oct. 

867  " 

868  '* 
S69 
870 
S71 
872 

873 
874 

875 
876 

S77 
87S 

879 

880 
881 
882 
883 
884 
885 
886 
88  7 
888 
889 
890 


28  *James  C.  Butterworth. 

14  Alfred  A.  keed. 
1 1  Thomas  Fov. 

3  William  K.  Feck. 

15  Samuel  S.  Whiting. 

1  *WilIiam  Bodfish. 
_      t.  it 

5  William  A.  Johnson. 
23*Caleb  R.  Hill. 

3  'Thomas  J.  Tilley. 

2  'Charles  R.  Brayton. 

^  4  1  .1 

25  John  M.  Spencer. 
5  *George  H.  Wilcox. 
4 

2  *Georgc  G.  Bullock. 
2 

7  "Thomas  W.  Bicknell. 

6 

4  *John  C.  Nichols. 
2      • »  " 

2  *Bvron  Briggs. 

1  *Calvin  B.  Trucsdell. 

6 

5  Charles  M.  Wilkinson. 
4 

3  *John  R.  Allen. 

7  *John  Ware. 

6  *  " 

5 'William  R.  Sharpe. 
3 

2  'Isaac  IL  Wadleigh. 


MANCHESTER  LODCE,  NO.  12,  ANTHONY. 

Dispensation  granted,  November  28,  1S08. 
Charter  granted,  September  4,  1810. 
Constituted,  October  3,  18 10. 
Charter  dated,  October  4,  1810. 

Incorporated,  October,  1810;  charter  voluntarily  surrendered 
in  May,  1834. 

The  Annua!  Communication  is  held  on  the  second  Monday  in 
October,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Friday  preceding  the 
full  moon. 
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Date. 


Name. 


i 


Date. 


Name. 


(4  l< 

Ik  II 

II  II 

tl  II 

•  i  l« 


[809  April     7  Richard  Anthony. 

1809  Oct.  20 

1S10  "  29 

[Six  "  29  Sylvester  Knight. 

1812  "  29  Richard  Anthony. 

1813  "  29  John  Greene. 

1814  "  31  " 
I S 1 5  "  20  William  Anthony. 

1816  "  29  John  Baldwin. 

1817  "  29  Sylvester  Knight. 
[818  44  29 
1819  44  29 
[820  Nov.  9 
[821  Oct.  2<) 

1822  Nov.  4 

1823  "  3 
1S24  "        1  Mollis  K.  Jenks. 

[825  "        7  " 

1826  "        6  14 

1827  Oct.  15  " 

1828  '•  20  Oliver  Johnson. 
[829  "  19  " 

[830  "  18  41 

1831  "  17  Charles  C.  Dunham. 

1832  44  15  44 

1833  *'  21  Whipple  A.  Arnold. 
(834  "  20 

[835  44  19  John  Allen. 

i8it>  "  17  " 

1837  "  16  44 

[838  "  15  " 

1839  "  21  44 

1840  14  19  44 
[S41  "  18  " 
[842  44  17  44 

1843  "  16  " 

1844  44  21  44 

1845  44  20  Caleb  Kilton. 

1846  "  19  44 

1847  "  18  44 

[848  "  16  William  B.  Merrill. 

r849  " 


15 


850  Oct. 

851 
852 

853 
S54 

»55 
856 

857 
858 
859 
860 
S61 
862 
863 
864 
865 
866 

867 
868 
869 
870 

871 
872 

873 
874 

875 
876 

877 
878 

879 
880 

881 

882 

883 

884 

885 

886 

887 

888 

889 


1890 


•  1 


« 1 
.  > 


12  William  B.  Merrill. 

20  44 
18 

17  Whipple  A.  Arnold. 

6 

20 

19 
18 

17  *Thomas  Siddell. 
15  *Moses  Kifield. 
21 

20 

17  *Dwight  R.  Adams. 
16 

15  Albert  C.  Dedrick. 
21 

19  *Andrew  Polter. 
18 

17 

t6  *Albert  D.  Remington. 

21  Harvey  S.  Bartlett. 

20  " 
19 

18  *George  L.  Card. 
i6*Dexter  B.  Potter. 
IS 

21  #Elihu  R.  Shippee. 
20*Henry  D.  Heydon. 

.O  t  •  4  * 

17  *Elihu  R.  Shippee. 

16  *John  M.  Nye. 
15  " 

20  *  Eugene  b .  Warner. 
19 

18  *George  H.  Bartlett. 

17  *Byron  A.  Northup. 
15 

21  *John  Winsor. 


20 
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MORNING  STAR  LODGE,  NO.  13,  WOONSOCKET. 

Dispensation  granted,  January  22,  1810. 

Charter  granted,  August  26,  1814. 

Constituted  and  charter  dated,  September  25,  1811. 

Incorporated,  February,  1812;  charter  amended  in  January  of 
1834,  1S42  and  1850. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  Thursday  on  or  before 
the  full  moon  in  January,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Thurs- 
day on  or  before  the  full  moon. 


1).«U\  Name.  c        Dale.  Name. 


> 

> 

  ■ — 

1810  Jan. 

—  ~  — "     —  - 
10  1  >avid  Savles. 

1  ^43  j 

an. 

 ~ 

23  Ariel  Cooke. 

1  Si  1  *  " 

8  44 

1S44 

•  • 

23  " 

1S12  " 

-  / 

K845 

23    44  " 

1813  " 

11  44 

1846 

• « 

_  ^    i  i  it 
23 

[814  " 

3  " 

1847 

i  1 

23  " 

1815  44 

13  Nehemiah  A.  Totter. 

1848  Dec. 

12  Ariel  Ballou,  Jr. 

iStf,  44 

S  \VHlard  Joslin. 

1840  Jan. 
1S50  " 

25 

I  Si  7  Dec. 

30  Jabez  Anishury. 

24    "  " 

1S1S  Jan. 

I./  44 

1851 

>  ■ 

16  44 

1810.  " 

11  " 

i8t;2 

-  * 

I  " 

1 S  f  c>  1  >ec. 

27  David  Wilkinson. 

1*53 

20  CJeor^e  C  .  Ballou. 

1 8  20  " 

18  I 'anion  Sayles. 

1854 

12  Spencer  Mowry. 

182!  " 

1S55  I 

eb. 

1  Sullivan  Ballou. 

IS22  " 

23  Oliver  1  larris. 

an. 

17  Philip  W.  Capron. 

1S23  " 

15  Ilosea  liallou. 

««57 

•  t 

8  Kdward  Ilotchkiss. 

1824  " 

6 

i8«;S 

28  *Emersun  (loddard. 

1825  " 

I<)  Jonathan  Ballou. 

I85<, 

13  Charles  H.  Metcaif. 

|S2f.  44 

1 1  1  .cwis  Peck. 

1 8U> 

>  • 

5  *Ira  W.  Arnold. 

1827  Oct. 

27  Icremiali  Whipple. 

I  S( » 1 

24  44 

1828  Nov. 

27'  44 

i8r,2 

.  ■ 

i)  " 

1829  " 

10 

1863 

1  " 

1830  " 

29 

l8(-4 

i  • 

21  fames  V.  Smith. 

1S31  " 

14 

1805 

S  Vaicb  I..  Knight. 

1832  44 

5       "  " 

1 8  (')o 

25  44 

1833  Dec. 

i. 

I  807 

17  *l-'rancis  K.  Leaver. 

1*34  " 

I.-O.S 

1^35  " 

•  <            •  • 

1  809 

t  • 

21  *Amos  Sherman.  Jr. 

1836  " 

• .            i . 

1870 

I  i 

13 

1837  July 

1  Ariel  (.'ooke. 

5  I. eland  D.  Jenckes. 

1838  " 

_     . .        . « 

« '  /  - 

i  i 

2S  I.ebbcus  C.  Tourtcllot. 

•               4  1                       •  1 

t  * 

u 

1-40  " 

.  .                        .  . 

1374 

■ 

1  *Wi!liam  O.  Mason. 

1 84 1  Jan. 

1 875 

21  *(  .t  or^e  A.  Whipple. 

1842  " 

23  •"  _;i 

t, 
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Date. 


Name. 


I  >au-. 


Nttm<\ 


1877  Jan. 
1S78  " 

1879  " 

1880  " 
[881  " 
1882  Dec. 
lS8^ Jan. 
1884  " 


25  *\Valter  E.  Parker. 
17  "George  II.  Miller. 
2  "Willard  Kent. 
22        "  " 
13  *  I -uke  A.  Wood. 
29  *Charles  M.  Arnold. 
18. 

10  *Richard  Barnett. 


1S85  Jan. 
1886  " 
18S7 
1888 
1SS9 
i8«>o 
1 89 1 


1  *  George  II.  Mowry. 
14  *Zeuner  \fc,  Jenckes. 

6  "Frank  A.  Cooke. 
20  "Alexander  Gilbert. 
17 

2  "George  C.  Knight. 
27  "Ralph  W.  Cooke. 


SAINT  PAULS  LODGE,  NO.  14,  NEWPORT. 

Dispensation  granted  by  Deputy  Grand  Master,  January  16, 
1816,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Grand  Master  January  29,  1816, 
as  appears  by  record. 

The  original  charter  was  granted  June  24,  18 16. 

Constituted  and  charter  dated,  October  23,  181 7. 

Incorporated,  October,  181 7;  charter  amended  in  January  and 
May,  1834. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  Saint  Paul's  Day,  Jan- 
uary 25,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Monday  after  the  full 
moon. 


i 

> 


Date. 


Name. 


1 >atc. 


Name. 


I8i6jan.  if*  John  A.  Shaw,  U.  P. 
1S17  Charles  Cotton,  V.  P. 


181S 


1 S75  Aug. 


Theo.  Topham. 
The  charter  was  abro- 
.  gated  by  Grand  Lodge 
August  31,  181 S.  A 
dispensation  to  reor- 
ganize was  issued  Au- 
gust 4,  1S75.    The  old 
charter  was  ordered  to 
be  restored   May  15, 
1876,  and  the  certifi- 
cate   of    reissue  was 
made  bearing  the  same 
date.  Reconstituted, 
|une  ts,  1S7G. 
4  'George  F.  Crandall. 


1876  June 

1877  Jan. 
187S  " 

1879  " 

1880  " 

1 88 1  " 
1SS2  " 
ISST  " 
1884  " 
iSSs  " 

i8sr,  •* 

1887  " 

1888  " 

1889  " 

1890  - 
1*91 


15  *George  F.  Crandall. 

25 


*|ohn  I'.  Sanborn. 
"William  H.  Cotton. 


- 

27 
26 

25  "Frank  E.  Thompson. 

25  "Pavid  Steven*. 

25  "Thomas  I\  Pcckham. 

26  "John  II.  Crosby,  Jr. 
2s  "fere  W.  Norton.  * 
25   "  •• 

2S  " 

2s  "  Thomas  C.  Sherman. 
25 

25  "George  F.  Vernon. 
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HAMILTON  LODGE,  NO.  15,  CLAYVILLE. 

Dispensation  granted,  May  27,  1816. 

Charter  granted,  June  24,  181 7. 

Constituted  and  charter  dated,  October  9,  181 7. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  third  Saturday 
in  September,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Saturday  on  or 
before  the  full  moon. 

; 


1 


1816  Thomas  O. II. Carpenter.  1859  Sept.  17  Charles  E.  Nicholas. 

1817                    "  "         i860  "  27  Moses  P.  Roberts. 

1818                   "  "        1S61  "  16 'Job  W.  Hill. 

1819                   "  "        1862  "  16  " 

1820                   "  "         1863  "  16  Titts  S.  Steere. 

1821                    *'  "         1864  "  16  Sheldon  1*.  Lyon. 

1822                   "  "         1865  Oct.  3  " 

1823  Oct.      g  Cyril  C.  Lyon.  i860  Sept.  17  Charles  H.  Fisher 

1824                   "         "  1867  "  16  Jefferson  S.  Howard. 

1825  Nov.   21  Samuel  Tillinghast.  1868  "  16 'William  H.  Bowen. 

1826  "      21                   "  1869  "  i6Sheidon  P.  Lyon. 

1827  Sept.    i7AmosJenks.  1870  "  17 
182S    "      17     "        "  1871  16  " 

1829    "      16  Israel  Phillips.  1872  Jan.  20  *Charles  W.  Jordan. 

1S30    "      16     "        "  1872  Sept.  21  * 

1831  Nov.    16     "        "  1873  "  20- 

1832  '*       7  Jerah  Hill-  1874  "  1 9  •  Byron  L.  Steere. 

1833  Sept.    16     "      "  1875  "  IS 

1834                    "      "  1876  "  iG  Thomas  A.  Burgess. 

183s  Sept.    16  John  W.  Hill.  1S77  "  it, 

1836  "      16    "            "  1878  *'  21  *Charles  A.  Capwell. 

1837  "      16    *'            "  1879  "  20  *I. ester  S.  Hill. 

1838                               "  1S80  "  15  •Holden  O.  Hill. 

1839                 There  is  no  record  from  iSSr  "  i7*Alanson  Steere. 

here  to  1850.  1882  "  16  *John  H.  Harden. 

iSso  Amos  Jenks.  1S83  "  15  *Eugenc  C.  Wightman. 

18*1  Nov.    10     "       "  1SS4  "  28 

1852  "      2S  Josiah  Whitaker.  188^  "  iq 'Horatio  X.  Reynolds. 

1853  Sept.    16  William  Hill.  iSS<>  "  18  " 
iS^4    "        5      "        "  1 17  *Frank  Carr. 

1855    "      22      "         "  iS>8  "  15  *Clarke  II.  Johnson. 

1850  Oct.     1 1  Sheldon  P.  Lyon.  1H89  "  21 'Joseph  O.  Ford. 

1857  Sept.    16                     "  1890  "  20  'Thomas  A.  Seamans. 

1858  "      20  Charles  E.  Nicholas 
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WARWICK  LODGE,  NO.  16,  PHP;NIX. 

Dispensation  granted,  November  25,  1822. 
Charter  granted,  August  29,  1825. 
Constituted  and  charter  dated,  September  16,  1825. 
Incorporated,  January  Session,  1866. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  in 
October,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Thursday  preceding 
the  full  moon. 


Date. 


Name. 


l822 
1S23 
1824 
1825 
1826 
!82S 
1828 


Nov. 
Dec. 

Jan. 
1  >ec. 


1829 
1S30 


I 


Date. 


Name. 


31  William  Harrison. 
30 

20  " 


i*55 
iS?5 

1836 

1S57 

1S5S 


March 
June 
April 
March 
April 


12 

I  Henry  Tibbitts. 
if,  Willa'rd  Liallou. 
8  Thomas  H olden. 

2S 

The  last  meeting  of  the 
Lodge  was  held  at  Ap- 
ponaug,  Dec.  28.  1830, 
when  it  was  voted  to 
return  the  charter  to 
Grand  Lodge.  Dis- 
pensation for  reorgani- 
zation was  voted  Feb. 
26,  1855.  The  Lodge 
was  reorganized  at 
River  I'oint  March  12, 
1855,  and  in  the  dis- 
pensation from  the 
Grand  Lodge  Otis 
Lincoln  was  appoint- 
ed first  Master.  May 
25.  1855,  the  Grand 
Lodge  ordered  the 
charter  to  be  restored. 
12  Otis  Lincoln. 


14 

10,  William  Greene. 


1859  April 

1 860  March 

1 86 1  April 
1S62  " 

1863  " 

1864  " 

1865  " 

1 866  " 

1867  " 

1868  Oct 

1869  " 

1870  " 

1871  " 
1S72  " 

1373  " 

1874  " 

1875  " 

1876  " 

1577  " 

1578  '• 

1879  " 

1880  " 

1881  " 

1852  " 

1853  •' 
18^4  " 
188s  " 

1886  " 

1887  4* 
iSSS  " 

I8S9  " 

1890  *' 


1 1 

26 

15 
7 
6 

4 


1 

27 
26 

25 

31 

29 
28 

27 
26 

3> 

30 
29 

2S 
26 

25 

3« 

3<> 
28 

27 
26 

25 
30 
29 

2S 


*  Henry  Howard, 
fames  J.  Smith. 
^Daniel  Habcock. 


Thomas  G.  Dorrance. 
•Daniel  Babcock. 
James  G.  TJriggs. 


•Samuel  T.  Whipple. 

*John  Potter,  3d. 

».  •• 
♦William  H.  Douglas. 


>  • 


•  < 


•Edward  Like. 


•  Thomas  M.  Holden. 


•Edwin  G.  l  apwell. 
•Alton  D.  Wood. 
*J.  Ellery  Hudson. 


-.1 
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EVENING  STAR  LODGE,  NO.  17,  SMITHFIELD.* 

Dispensation  granted,  June  24,  1824. 
Charter  granted,  February  28,  1825. 
Constituted,  May  18,  1825. 

Incorporated,  June,  1827;  charter  repealed,  January,  1834. 


Date. 


Name. 


I. 


7  Abel  Wilder. 

22  Thomas  A.  Paine. 

3  Amasa  Waterman. 
18  Horace  Chenery. 
. .  No  meeting  from  July 

11,  1829,  to  January 

12,  1831. 
14  Thomas  A.  Paine. 
. .  No  election. 

23  Thomas  A.  Paine. 
No  meeting  until  March 

16,  1839. 
1839  March  16  Thomas  A.  Paine. 


1824  Aug 

1825  Oct. 

1826  " 

1827  Nov 

1828  Oct. 
1829  


1831  Oct. 

1832  

1833  Nov. 


Ns 


1839  Nov. 

1840  ** 

1 84 1  Oct. 


1845  Dec. 

1846  Oct. 


iSThomas  A.  Paine. 


6  William  Yearnshaw. 

30  " 

No  meeting  from  March 
25,  1842,  to  Novem- 
I    ber  22,  1845. 
13  Thomas  A.  Paine. 

31  " 
The  last  meeting  on  the 

Record  Book  is  Octo- 
ber 31,  1846.  See 
history  of  the  Lodge, 
page  507. 


*  Extinct. 


TEMPLE  LODGE,  NO.  18,  GREENVILLE. 

Dispensation  granted,  February  22,  1824. 

Charter  granted,  June  26,  1826. 

Charter  dated,  August  31,  1826. 

There  is  no  record  of  the  constitution  of  the  Lodge. 

Incorporated,  May  Session,  1867. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  last  Saturday  in 
October,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Saturday  on  or  after 
the  full  moon. 


i 
> 


Date.  Nume. 


1824  Aug. 

1825  June  24 

1826  April  22 
1S27  May  « 


2S  Moses  Aldrich. 
.  . . 


Dale. 


Name. 


1828  May 

1829  •' 

1830  June 

183 1  Oct. 


24  Moses  Aldrich. 
16  " 
30  " 
8 
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i 


i 


Date. 


Name. 


1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 


Nov. 
Oct. 


>  • 


5 


Date. 


Name. 


There  is  no  record  after  1871  Oct 
this  meeting  until  thej  1872  " 
reorganization  of  the  1873!  " 
Lodge,  November  2,  1874  " 
1865.    All  the  prop-  1875  44 
efty  of  the  Lodge  was  1876  44 
returned  to  the  Grand  1877  44 
Lodge  March  29, 1 84 1.  1878  44 
Dispensation  for  reor-  1879  44 
ganization  issued  Sep-  1880  " 
tember    16,    1865.  1881  44 
Original   charter   or-  1882  " 
dered  restored  M  ay  2 1 ,  1883 
1    1866.    Reconstituted  1884 
!    October  31,  1866.  1885 
2  A.  B.  Armstrong,  U.  D.  1886 
31  *John  M.  Eddy.  1887 
31  *George  A.  Smith.  1888 
31  William  Blanchard.  1889 
30  Byron  J .  Cowee.             1 890 
29     44   44  


1  ■ 


28  #George  A.  Smith. 
26  4* 

25  *John  M.  Eddy. 

31  *Ethan  C.  Thornton. 

30  14 

28  *Franklin  S.  Mowry. 
27 

26  *Asahel  A.  Peck. 

25  *William  H.  Arnold. 
30*Asahel  A.  Peck. 
29*Charles  H.  Page. 
28 

27  *Franklin  P.  Owen. 
25 

31  *Walter  J.  Smith. 
30  *Elmcr  S.  Fiske. 

29  Richard  C.  Durfee. 
27  #Daniel  S.  Thurber. 
26 

25  *  Henry  S.  Turner. 


LAFAYETTE  LODGE,  NO.  19,  CUMBERLAND* 

Dispensation  granted,  October  24,  1825. 

Charter  granted,  June  26,  1826. 

Charter  dated,  October  5,  1826. 

There  is  no  record  of  the  constitution  of  the  Lodge. 

Incorporated,  October,  1827  ;  charter  repealed,  January,  1834. 


Date. 


Namr. 


1825  Oct. 

1826  Nov. 

1827  " 

1828  44 

1829  44 

1830  44 

1831  " 

1832  Dec. 

1833   


3 
> 


Date. 


Name. 


24  Oliver  Harris. 
14  Joseph  Whipple. 
27  Joseph  Jacobs. 
18  44 
10  44 
231  44 
15,  » 

4  Oliver  Harris. 
, .  .  No  record  of  any  meet-, 
ing  after  January  29, 
1833,  until  January  25, 
1842. 


1839  ... 

1842  Jan. 

1843  44 

1844  June 

1 844  Nov. 

1845  44 


25 
25 
17 

11 


Abner  Haskell. 

Otis  Mason. 
11  i> 

Joseph  Whipple. 
Willard  Grant. 

With  this  date  the  rec- 
ords, which  were  in  a 
blotter,  end.  See  his- 
tory of  the  Lodge,  page 
516. 


•  Kxtinct. 
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FRANKLIN  LODGE,  NO.  20,  WESTERLY. 

Dispensation  granted,  November  24,  1856,  but  there  is  no 
evidence  that  it  was  ever  issued. 

Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  25,  1S57. 

This  was  the  first  Lodge  organized  after  the  revival  of  Free- 
masonry, and  probably  no  formal  constitution  was  had.  The 
early  records  of  the  Lodge  were  lost  by  fire.  The  first  meeting 
under  the  charter  was  held  July  8,  1857. 

Incorporated,  January  Session,  1870. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  January  17th,  and  the 
stated  Communications  Tuesday  on  or  before  the  full  moon. 


-: 


Date. 


Naim  . 


Kite. 


Nairn- . 


1856  Nov. 

1857   

1858  fan. 

1859"  " 

1860  " 

1861  " 

1862  " 
1803 
1864  " 
lS6*  " 
1866  " 
1S67  " 
1 868  " 

iSfx,  " 

IS7O  " 

1871  " 

1872  " 
IS73  '• 


24 


18 
17 
17 

23 

22 
I? 
l8 

17 
17 

17 
16 

12 


James  II .  Hoyt. 
♦Stanton  Hazard. 

•  •  *  . 

Henry  S.  Benson. 
Weeden  Clark. 
♦Stanton  Hazard. 
•Thomas  Stillnian. 


* » 


*(ieorge  («.  Stillman. 
*L  Alon/o  Babcock. 

Albert  G.  Howard. 
♦Thomas  Vincent. 


19 
17 

17  *B.  Court  Bentlev. 
16 


1 S  74  J  an .  '  7  *J  ames  Potter. 

187s  "  K> 

1876  *•  17  *R.  Taylor  Church. 

1577  "  17  *[ames  \V.  Pollctte. 

1578  "  17  Joseph  Led  ward. 
1S70  "  21  *.\lbert  H.  Spicer. 
tS-o  17 

I  *<S  I  "  17  Albert  L.  Chester. 

1S82  "  17  " 

1  > S 3  "  1 7  *Solomon  C.  Burdick. 

1884  "  17  *George  Bellamy,  I r. 

iBSs  "  17 

1 886  "  i<)  *Peter  Cahill. 

1SS7  "  17 

isss  "  17  *Knmcis  W.  Tavlor. 

|S8«,  "  17 

iS,,o  "  21  *  Robert  D.  Barr. 

"  17 


WHA  T  CHEER  LODGE,  NO.  21,  PROVIDENCE. 

Dispensation  granted,  August  31,  1857. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  November  30,  1S57. 
Publicly  constituted,  February  2,  1S5S. 
Incorporated,  January  Session,  18O4. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  Saint  Andrew's  Day, 
November  30,  and  the  Stated  Communications  on  the  first  Fri- 
day of  each  month. 
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.5         I  )atc.  Name. 

1857  Aug.  31  Wm.  It.  Handing,  U.I). 

1857  Nov.  30  " 

1858  "  30  " 

1859  "  30  Lyman  Klapp. 

1860  "  30  *  Levi  Webster. 

1861  "  27  Nicholas  Van  Siyck. 

1862  "  28  Charles  A.  Webster. 

1863  "  30  *Thomas  Phillips,  fr. 

1864  "  30*IIenry  C.  Field.  "(27) 

1865  Dee.  1  ""Andrew  Hutchison. (27) 
1 806  Nov.  30  *  Henry  T.  Stone. 

1867  "  29  *  Robert  A.  I'eirce. 

1868  "  30  *  Edwin  ltaker. 

1869  "  30  *Samuel  A.  Howland. 

1870  •'  30  John  V.  Luther. 

1871  Dec.      1  *Joshua  M.  Addeman. 

1872  Nov.  29*IIcrbert  M.  Kimball. 

1873  "  28  *  Ed  ward  E.  Darling. 


Dad 


1874  Nov. 

1875  " 

1876  Dec. 

1877  Nov. 

1878  " 

1379 

1880  " 

1881  " 

1882  Dec. 
1881  Nov. 

1884  " 
1885 
1886 
18S7 
IS8S 
18S9 
1890 


t.  Name. 

30  *Charles  It.  Webster. 
30*Lindsay  Anderson. 

1  *George  W.  Arnold. 
30  Duncan  Campbell. 
29*  Horace  K.  Itlanchard. 
28*Nelson  W.  Aldrich. 
30  *James  J.  Crispin. 
30  ♦John  H.  Eddy,  Jr. 

1  *Arthur  W.  Dennis. 
30 'Joseph  D.  Crinnell. 
28  *AIonzo  D.  Amsden. 
30  *S.  Penrose  Williams 
30  *Arthur  II.  Armington. 
30  *Samuel  G.  Colwell. 
30  *  Frank  A.  Congdon. 
29*Elton  A.  Cook. 
28  *Spencer  It.  Hopkins. 


EUREKA  LODGE,  NO.  22,  PORTSMOUTH. 

Dispensation  granted,  August  28,  i860. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  February  25,  1861. 
Publicly  constituted,  June  24,  1861. 
Incorporated,  January  Session,  187  1. 

The  Annual  Communications  are  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
November,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Tuesday  on  or 
before  the  full  moon. 


Date. 


Nam*;. 


1S61 

March 

5 

1862 

Jan. 

1862 

1  >ec. 

1864  Jan. 

19. 

1865 

*  4 

10 

1 86  5 

Dec. 

5 

1 866 

i 

1867 

2 

186S 

I 

1 869 

■  • 

: 

1870 

6 

1 87 1 

5' 

,872 

3 

* * 

2 

1*74 

•  > 

I 

'^75 

»< 

7 

riiii 


li  Chase 


c 

Date. 

> 

Name. 

1876  Dec. 

5 

*John  Roberts. 

.S77  " 

4 

•Charles  G.  Thomas. 

1878  " 

3 

11               <  t 

1879  " 

•Frederick  Chase. 

-1880  " 

- 

*  Edward  F.  Dyer. 

,1881  " 

: 

*  Ed  ward  F.  Anthony. 

18S2  " 

5 

♦Lorenzo  1).  Tallman. 

:iss3  •* 

4 

1884  " 

2 

•Charles  Carr. 

,i88s  " 
!iS86  " 

1 

*Benjamin  Greene. 

1887  Nov. 

; 
1 

•Henry  C.  Anthony. 

188S  " 

<> 

*Loren/.o  D.  Tallman. 

1889  " 

,1890  " 

i 

•Colby  C.  Mitchell. 

I1891  " 

3 

<•  11 
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AMERICAN  UNION  LODGE,  U.\  D.\ 

Dispensation  granted  April  29,  1861,  by  M.\  W.\  Grand  Mas- 
ter William  Gray,  without  power  to  make  Masons  ;  the  dispensa- 
tion to  remain  in  force  during  the  continuance  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Militia  in  the  service  unless  sooner  revoked.  This  Lodge 
was  attached  to  the  First  Rhode  Island  Regiment  of  Detached 
Militia. 

Masons  named  in  the  dispensation  :  W.\  John  P.  Walker, 
David  W.  Carrington,  Joseph  C.  Greene,  Thomas  J.  A.  Gross, 
Walter  B.  Kingsley,  William  W.  Prouly,  William  W.  Rathbun, 
James  L.  Richardson,  Daniel  Sayles,  2d,  Charles  H.  Tompkins 
and  Augustus  M.  Tower,  of  Saint  Johns  Lodge,  No.  i,  Provi- 
dence ;  Lorenzo  Steinbring,  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  3,  War- 
ren ;  John  S.  Slocum  and  John  H.  Sweet,  of  Mount  Vernon 
Lodge,  No.  4,  Providence  ;  Robert  Rhodes,  of  Harmony  Lodge, 
No.  9,  Pawtuxet  ;  Stephen  R.  Bucklin,  Daniel  S.-  Dexter  and 
William  R.  Walker,  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  10,  Pawtucket  ;  Wil- 
liam C.  Boyden,  Jr.,  and  Stephen  R.  Sweet,  of  Morning  Star 
Lodge,  No.  13,  Woonsocket  ;  and  Charles  R.  Dennis,  Albert  C. 
Eddy,  Isaac  M.  Potter,  Henry  T.  Sisson,  Nicholas  Van  Slyck, 
and  N.  Bangs  Williams,  of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  Provi- 
dence ;  all  attached  to  the  First  Regiment  Rhode  Island  De- 
tached Militia. 

W.\  John  P.  Walker  was  appointed  to  be  the  Master,  Brother 
Nicholas  Van  Slyck  to  be  the  Senior  Warden  and  Brother 
Charles  R.  Dennis  to  be  the  Junior  Warden  of  the  Lodge. 

No  use  was  made  of  the  dispensation  and  it  was  returned  to 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  Quarterly  Communication,  held  August  26, 
1 86 1.    See  history  of  the  Lodge  on  page  130. 
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CHARITY  LODGE,  NO.  .23,  HOPE  VALLEY. 

Dispensation  granted,  November  27,  1865. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  21,  1866. 
Publicly  constituted,  November  9,  1866. 
Incorporated,  January  Session,  1869. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  first  Thursday  in 
September,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Thursday  on  or 
before  the  full  moon. 


Year. 

Date. 

1865 

Nov. 

27 

1866 

• « 

9 

1867 

Dec. 

10 

1869 

March  25 

1869 

Nov. 

11 

1870 

11 

I87I 

Sept. 

7 

1872 

•  • 

11 

1873 

4 

1874 

tt 

3 

1875 

■  « 

2 

187b 

7 

1877 

<« 

6 

Name. 


i1  ; 


1 


Date 


♦John  F.  Jencks. 

!«  »l 

♦JedediahD.  Witter.  (20) 


♦George  E.  Greene. 

it  14 

•Jededtah  D.  Witter.  (20) 


1 878;  Sept. 
18791  " 
1880  " 
18811  " 
1882I  " 
1883I 
1884: 
1S85 
18861 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890, 


>  • 

<  1 

■  < 


Name. 


«< 


1  < 


5  *Jedediah'D.  Witter.  (20) 
4  *George  R.  Rice. 

2  *Fayette  B.  Bennett. 
1 
7 

6  *George  R.  Rice. 

4  *Orville  M.  Meserve. 

3  "Charles  S.  Nichols. 

1  "Samuel  A.  Gardiner. 
6 

5  •Millard  F.  Tucker. 
4 


JENKS  LODGE,  NO.  24,  CENTRAL  FALLS. 

Dispensation  granted,  May  1,  1866. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  November  19,  1866. 
Publicly  constituted,  January  25,  1867. 
Incorporated,  January  Session,  1875. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  second  Monday  in 
January,  and  the  Stated  Communications  on  the  third  Monday 
in  each  month. 


J 


Date. 


Name. 


1866  Mav  I  Horace  Daniels. 

1867  Jan.  14      "  " 

1868  "  i3*Jabcz  W.  Wilmarth. 
1S69    "  ri  Edward  A.  Browne. 


Date. 


Name. 


1870  |an. 

187I *  " 

1872  " 

1873  " 


10*  David  L.  Fales. 
9 

8  *James  M.  Davis. 
13  *  Benjamin  A.  Reynolds. 
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Date. 


Name. 


1874  Jan.  12  *Theodore  F.  Dexter. 

1875  "  1 1  *  Augustine  A.  Mann 

1876  "  10  *Albert  L.  Warner. 

1877  "  8 

1878  *•  14  "George  K.  Whipple. 

1879  "  1 3  "Joseph  II.  Foster. 

1880  14  12  *John  K.  Coldsworthy. 

1881  "  10  *William  Butler. 

1882  "  q  *Jabez  W.  Wilmarih,  Jr. 

+  Expelled. 


i 
> 


Dale.  Name. 


1SS3  Jan.  S  *Iabez  W.  Wilmarth,  Ir. 

1884  "  14  f  Frank  K  Phillips. 

1 "  12  "George  C.  Stillman. 

18S6  "  II 

1SS7  "  10  "Asa  H.  Nickerson. 

I S8S  "  9  " 

1SS9  "  i4*0.  W.  Wilmarth. 

1590  "  13  *Jonathan  Allenson. 

1591  "  12  *John  F.  Follett. 


HOPE  LODGE,  NO.  25,  WAKEFIELD. 

Dispensation  granted,  January  21,  1867. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  20,  1867. 
Publicly  constituted,  November  20,  1867. 
Incorporated,  January  Session,  1871. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  second  Monday  in 
October,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Wednesday  on  or  be- 
fore the  full  moon. 


w        Date.  Name. 

c- 

i 

Date.  Name. 

> 

> 

1S67  Feb. 

21  "John  C.  Hazard. 

1S71) 

Oit. 

13  "Fdward  Clark. 

1867  Nov. 

2U  ' 

1 

1 1  "William  ( I.  Casw  ell. 

1868  Oct. 

12 

•  > 

1  1  "Uenjamin  W.  ( ase. 

1S69  " 

19* William  (i.  Caswell. 

9 

1S70  *• 

10 

i>>3 

^  "Fdwin  A.  Kmmks. 

1S71  " 

9  Flisha  <  *.  Clark. 

13  "Joshua  < '.  'l  in  ker.  Jr. 

tS72  " 

14  *(  !eorge  F.  Curtis. 

1  S  5 

12  *l>«:njamin  W.  Case. 

i»73  - 

1 3  *  William  C.  Clarke. 

I  .VS<| 

1 1  *  Fdwin  A.  Noyes. 

1S74  " 

12 

I*S7 

10  "l  ied'k  W.  Creenhalgh. 

187*1  " 

II 

1  S  r  5 

>  • 

8  "John  K.  I'errv. 

1876 
«S77  «' 

<) 

1  SSij 

14 

8  "George  F.  Curtis. 

1S90 

M* William  F.  C.ral.am 

is7s  •■ 

F4 
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GRANITE  LODGE,  NO.  26,  HARRISVILI.E. 

Dispensation  granted,  August  22,  1867. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  18,  1868. 
Publicly  constituted,  January  28,  1870. 
Incorporated,  May  Session,  1873. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
October,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Saturday  after  the  full 
moon. 


i 

Name.  | 

-  - 

Vcar. 

Date 

Name. 

1867  Aug. 

22 

♦Andrew  K.  ftallou. 

1880  Oct. 

'■ 

*  Edward  V.  King. 

1S69  Nov. 

.. 

1881 

« » 

44  44 

1 870  Oct. 

? 

Henry  M.  Chace. 

1882 

i  > 

4 

4  4                                     4  4 

1871 

•  » 

4 

18S3 

4  • 

3 

*  William  A.  In  man. 

1S72 

2 

1884 

1 . 

1 

4  4                                         4  4 

1873 

>  i 

1 

Samuel  O.  Gririin. 

1885 

t  > 

1S74 

*  Edward  V.  Reach. 

1886 

•  ■ 

6  *  James  II .  Stewart. 

1S75 

I 

•' 

1887 

5 

44  .4 

1876 

•  • 

7 

1888 

3  'Stephen  M.  1'aine. 

1S77 

•  > 

1889 

*  • 

2 

14  .4 

1878 

>  > 

■ 

M-rederick  S.  Karwell. 

!  1S90 

1 

44 

1870 

■  > 

** 

CORINTHIAN  LODGE,  NO.  27,  PROVIDENCE 

Dispensation  granted,  February  8,  1868. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  18,  1868. 
Publicly  constituted,  October  27,  1868. 
Incorporated,  January  Session,  1869. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  October  27,  and  the  Stated 
Communications  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  month. 

&5 
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Date. 


Name. 


1868  Feb.  8  *Henry  C.  Field. 

1868  Oct.-  13  " 

1869  *4  28  *Clinton  D.  Sellew. 

1870  "  27 

1871  "  27 

1872  "  29*  Henry  K.  Barker. 

1873  "  27  *Samuel  G.  Stincss. 

1874  "  27 

1875  "  27  *Spencer  P.  Read. 

1876  "  27 

1877  "  30  *Robert  E.  Dwelly. 

1878  "  29      "  " 


Date. 


Name. 


1879  Oct. 

1880  " 
l8Sl  " 
1882  Nov. 
1 88  3  Oct. 

1884  " 

1885  " 

1 886  " 
18S7  " 
1888  " 
1889 
1890 


27  *  Richard  W.  Comstock. 
27  *Cyril  A.  Habcock. 
27      "  " 

2  *George  E.  Weaver. 
27  *Cyrus  M.  Van  Slyck. 
27  *Henry  C.  Armstrong. 
27  *John  A.  Howland. 
27  *John  S.  Kellogg. 
27  *Charles  S.  Pettec. 
30* Edmund  S.  Hopkins. 
29*Charles  C.  Newhall. 
27  " 


IONIC  LODGE,  NO.  28,  GREENE. 

Dispensation  granted,  January  15,  1X70. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  16,  1870. 
Publicly  constituted,  January  17,  1S71. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  in 
September,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Eriday  on  or  be- 
fore the  full  moon. 


s 

> 


Date. 


Nam.-. 


Date. 


Name. 


1870  Jan. 

1871  Sept. 

1872  " 
187^  " 

TS74  " 

1875  Oct. 

1876  Sept 

1877  " 
1S78 
1S79 
1  8  So 


1  • 


IS  •Whipple  V.  Phillips 
26 

24  •Warren  H .  Tillintfhast. 

30 

29*Cieor^e  K.  Tyler. 

2  ^Gardiner  K.  Wilcox. 
26 

23  William  H.  Jordan. 

24  *|oseph  T.  Hopkins. 
30  "  •" 

28  *  Edward  E.  Arnold. 


iSSi  Sept. 

i8^j  " 

ISM  " 

I884  " 

1SS7  " 

tS.vs  " 

1^*0  " 


27  *Edward  E.  Arnold. 
•jo*(if<»r^e  P.  Dorrancc. 
25 

30  *  Joseph  T.  Hopkins. 

29  ' 
2* 

27  *.\Ivero  A.  Kennedy. 
.'5  *|oseph  I  >.  Hillary' 
24  *Atnasa  !'.  T.d>er. 
3C>*Samuel  H.  Howen. 
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BARNEY  MKRRY  LODGE,  NO.  29,  PAWTUCKET. 

Dispensation  granted,  July  29,  1872. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  19,  1873. 
Constituted,  June  26,  1873. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  Monday  preceding  the 
Festival  of  Saint  John  the  Baptist,  and  the  Stated  Communica- 
tions on  the  fourth  Monday  of  the  month. 


4        I >ate. 


Name. 


jj  1>a,c- 


Name. 


1872  July  29  Henry  F.  Smith. 

1873  June  26  Fdwin  Clapp. 

1874  "  27  41 

1875  July      1  *John  F.  Adams. 

1876  June  29  '  " 

1877  July      5  *Osmond  H.  Briggs. 

1878  |une  27  *Charles  F.  Richardson. 
1879"  "  26 

1880  Inly  22  *Hcnry  A  Stearns. 

iSSlJune  30 


1882  June 
1883*  " 
1884  " 
1S85  •* 
1886  July 
1SS7  |une 
1888*  " 

1889  " 

1890  " 


29  Daniel  R.  Arnold. 
28  *Clovis  H.  Bowen. 

26  " 

29*Sanford  VV.  Greene. 

27  *SiIas  A.  Taber. 

28  *Charles  F.  Luther. 
27  ""Charles  F.  Hurnham. 
26  *John  F.  Oldham. 


RISING  SUN  LODGE,  NO.  30,  EAST  PROVIDENCE. 

Dispensation  granted,  July  4,  1874. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  17,  1875. 
Constituted,  July  3,  1875. 
Incorporated,  January  Session,  1876. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  fourth  Friday  in 
May,  and  the  Stated  Communications  on  the  fourth  Friday  of 
the  month. 


Dale. 


Name. 


Date.  Name. 


1874  July 

1875  " 

1876  May 

1877  •* 
1S7S  " 

1879  " 

1880  " 

1881  " 

1882  " 


4  *Ceorge  N.  Bliss. 

3      4 '  " 

26  *Alvord  O.  Miles. 
2<;  *  Joseph  L  Luther. 
24  *Charles*G.  Hill 
23  *John  Champlin. 

28  •Clarence  H.  Guild. 

27  *Georgc  H.  Kenyon. 
26*Ik»nry  F.  Anthony. 


1883  May  25  *  Joseph  H.  Jewett. 

1884  "  23  *George  E.  Webster. 

1885  "  22  *  Mason  B.  Wood. 

1886  "  28  *Simeon  Hunt. 

1887  "  27  *Oscar  A.  Carleton. 

1888  "  25  *Charles  L.  Rogers. 

1889  "  24  *Henry  R.  Rogers. 

1890  "  23*William  R.  Sherman. 

1891  "  22  *  John  S.  Rogers. 
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ATLANTIC  LODGE,  NO.  3«,  NEW  SHOREHAM. 

Dispensation  granted,  November  30,  1875. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  15,  1876. 
Publicly  constituted,  August  9,  1876. 
Incorporated,  January  Session,  1894. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  February,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Saturday  on  or 
before  the  full  moon. 


i 


Date. 


Name. 


3 


Hate. 


Name. 


1575  Nov. 

1576  Aug. 

1577  July 
187S  " 

1870  " 
1880  " 

1882  Feb. 
18S3  " 


30  "John  W.  Hooper. 

<) 
18 
10  " 

9  *Aaron  W.  Mitchell. 
14  "Thadrieus  A.  Ball. 
14  "Joshua  F.  Dickens. 
13  John  R.  l  itth  l'u-1.1. 


1854  Feb.  12*  John  W.  Hooper. 

1855  "  io*Thaddeus  A.  Hall. 
1S86  "  9  "Almanza  Littletield. 
1SS7  "  8*Allen  W.  Littletield. 
1 8 SS  "  14  *John  F.  Haves. 
1889  "  12  " 

1 8t)o  "  11  *John  C.  Champlin. 

1891  ■'  10  " 


ROGER  WILLIAMS  LODGE,  NO.  32,  CENTREDALE. 

Dispensation  granted,  January  27,  1N76. 
('barter  granted  and  dated,  May  15,  1876. 
Constituted,  May  27,  1876. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  fourth  Saturday 
in  May,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Saturday  before  the 
full  moon. 


i 


n.uc 


Name. 


Dal* 


Name. 


1876  |an.  27  "Thomas  Wilmarth.  (21)  1883  May 

187*.  May  15         "             "  1SS4  '•' 

1S77    "  20  "Alex.  W.  Harrington.  l^S?  " 

1878    "  25  "Thomas  Wilmarth.  (21)  1880  " 

187.)    "  24  "Rufus  W.  Harris.  i«s7  " 

1  s So    "  22  "William  Andrews.  iSs>  " 

1S81    "  28  *|ames  V.  Daukv.  iSnj  " 

M82    "  27       "               "  '  iSrjo  " 


26  *Robcrt  Henry. 
24  Daniel  O.  Angell. 
23 

22  "William  I*.  Allison. 
28  "William  II.  McAbee. 
26 
25 

24  "Charles  F.  Dawley. 
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ADELPHOI  LODGE,  NO.  33,  PROVIDENCE. 

Dispensation  granted,  February  5,  1876. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  15,  1876. 
Publicly  constituted,  June  12,  1876. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
January,  and  the  Stated  Communications  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  each  month.  Quarterly  Communications  are  held  on  the 
third  Tuesdays  of  March,  June,  September  and  December,  for 
private  business. 


Date. 


Name. 


1876  Feb. 

1876  June 

1877  Jan. 

1878  " 

1879  " 

1880  " 

1881  44 
1882 
1883 


•  1 


5  *Stillman  White. 
12 

2 
1 

7  Henry  A.  Chace 

6  *John  M.  Huffinton. 
4  *John  Ileathcotc. 

3  "Fred  I.  Marcy. 

2  "Charles  Sidney  Smith. 


I 


Date. 


1884  lan. 
1885"  " 

1886  44 

1887  44 

1888  " 
1889 
1 8c/) 
1891 


Name. 


< « 


I  *  Daniel  N.  Davis. 

6  *  Edwin  L.  Spink. 
5 

4  *George  H.  Holmes. 

1  *\Villiam  N.  Otis. 

7  *D.  Russell  Hrown. 

d  *Clarence  M.  GtKlding. 


UNITY  LODGE,  NO.  34,  LONSDALE. 

Dispensation  granted,  February  16,  1878. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  20,  1878. 
Publicly  constituted,  June  15,  1878. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  February,  and  the  Stated  Communications  Tuesday  on  or 
before  the  full  moon. 


Date. 


Name. 


1878  Kcb.  i6*Nathaniel  B.  Kerr. 

1878  June  15 

1879  Feb.  11 

1SS0    44  10*  John  Dawbcr. 

1881    44  S  " 

18S2    "  14  " 

1883    44  13  'William  Martin. 

18S4    44  12 


.  1 


i 


Date. 


Name. 


1885  Feb. 

1886  44 

1887  *' 

1888  44 
1889 
1890 
1891 


•  ■ 
1 1 


10  *Thomas  A.  IMngree. 

9  #John  S.  Hindley. 

S  *John  Dawber. 
14  44 

12  *Luke  Duxbury. 
11 

10  *James  Hindle. 
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REDWOOD  LODGE,  NO.  35,  PROVIDENCE. 

Dispensation  granted,  February  22,  1878. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  20,  1878. 
Constituted,  June  10,  1878. 
Incorporated,  January  Session,  1881. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  second  Monday  in 
June,  and  the  Stated  Communications  on  the  second  Monday  of 
each  month. 


i 
> 


Date. 


Name 


i 


I>aic.  Name. 


1878  Feb.  22  *Myer  Noot. 

1878  June  10  *' 
1879*  "        9  *' 

1880  44  14  "Leopold  Uartman. 

1881  "  13  "Melvin  Parker. 

1882  "  l2*|ohn  II.  Spitz. 

1883  "  11  "Henry  Green. 

1884  "        9*Thomas  B.  Dawson.  36 


1SS5  June  8  "William  H.  Mullen. 

I8S6"  14  i4*William  Green. 

1587  "  i3*\Vm.  II.  T.  Mosley. 

1588  "  11  Alvertes  S.  Burlingame. 

1589  "  10  *James  W.  Clarke. 

1590  "  o*  Herman  Boaz. 

1 89 1  '*  8  "James  E.  Boulster. 


ORPHEUS  LODGE,  NO.  36,  PROVIDENCE. 

Organized  as  a  Singing  Club  under  the  name  of  Orpheus  Club 

It 


ice 


3°/ 


November  13,  1861.    See  history  of  the  Lodge  on  p; 
served  as  the  Grand  Lodge  Choir  during  the  whole  period  of  its 
existence. 

Dispensation  granted,  April  28,  1879. 

Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  19,  1879. 

Publicly  constituted,  May  12,  1880. 

Incorporated,  May  Session,  1S92. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  second  Wednesday 
in  November,  and  the  Stated  Communications  on  the  second 
Wednesday  in  each  month. 


Date. 

> 


Namr, 


1879  April  2S  •Edwin  Baker.  (21) 
lSS)\lay     12  "William  R.  Greene. 


iS-mj  Nov. 


IO 


i)  *(  .  1  lenry  Alexander. 

S  *(",eori,'e  11.  I. in.  olti. 
14  "I.eander  G.  Shearman. 
12  "  Milton  I.ivsey. 


■ 

3 


Date. 


Nurac 


I  S8  t;  \ov. 

1888  " 
i>mjo  •' 


11  "George  H.  Bunrc. 
10  "Allen  M .  Beck. 

<>  *  Theodore  A  Allen. 
14  "John  G.  I  >avis. 
13  *(  iror^c  ( '.  Noves. 

12  •DonGarlos  Il.Tinkham 
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NESTELL  LODGE,  NO.  37,  PROVIDENCE. 

Dispensation  granted,  March  4,  1880. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  17,  1880. 
Constituted,  September  30,  1880. 
Incorporated,  May  Session,  1881. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  fourth  Thursday  in 
March,  and  the  Stated  Communications  on  the  second  Thursday 
of  each  month. 


i 


Date. 


Name. 


Date. 


Name. 


1SS0  March  4  "Joseph  Raker. 
iSSoSept.  30 

1581  March  10 

1582  "        3  *  George  Robinson. 

1583  "  15 

1584  "  20  *I  )anivl  Coit  Taylor. 
1885    "      io'fohn  M.  Bogle. 


1SS0  March  iS  "Albert  I  I.  Williams. 

1887  "      17  ♦  Edward  K.  King. 

1888  "       15  *Hosea  O.  Morton. 
1SS9    "      2 1  "James  \V.  Lees. 
1890    "      20  "William  H.  Patt. 
1S9I    "      19  "Frederick  G.  StUcs. 


DORIC  LODGE,  LV.  I).-.  AUHURN. 

« 

Dispensation  granted,  April  29,  1891. 
Charter  granted  and  dated,  May  18,  1 89  r . 
Constituted,  December  16,  1891. 

The  Annual  Communication  is  held  on  the  Second  Wednesday 
in  December,  and  the  Stated  Communications  on  the  second 
Wednesday  in  each  month. 


Date.  Name.  C         Date.  Name. 


1S91  April   29  *I.inus  A.  Webster. 


i8()i  Nov.      5  *Linus  A.  Webster. 
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CIVIL  CHARTER  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE. 


A  T  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations  begun  and  ho/den  at  Newport  within  and  for  said 
State  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One 
Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Twelve  and  of  Independence  the 
Thirty  Sixth. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  the  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter Grand  Wardens  and  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
most  ancient  and  honorable  society  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions. 

Whereas,  Jabez  Bowen,  Epiiram  Bowen  Jun'r,  Thomas  S. 
Webb,  Amos  Maine  Atwell,  Christopher  Rhodes,  William  Wil- 
kinson, John  Holroyd,  John  Carlile,  Samuel  Jackson  the  2d, 
Israel  Amsbury,  Ebenezer  Johnson,  James  Mason,  Philip  Peck, 
Benjamin  Hall,  Walter  Humphrey,  Peter  Grinnell,  Nehemiah 
Dodge,  Silvester  Child  Jun'r,  Samuel  Randall,  Charles  Wheaton, 
William  Carr,  John  Davis,  Joseph  Tillinghast,  Peleg  Rhodes, 
Seth  Peck,  Alexander  V.  Griswold,  Christopher  Dexter,  David 
Sayles,  Richard  Anthony,  James  Perry,  Benjamin  B.  Mumford, 
John  A.  Shaw,  Allen  Wardwcll,  Ahab  Read,  Ebenezer  Tyler, 
and  Howland  Greene,  styling  themselves  officers  and  members 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  most  Ancient  and  Honourable  Society 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations  have  in  their  Petition  to  this  General 
Assembly  set  forth  that  said  Grand  Lodge  has  been  established 
a  number  of  years:    That  the  principles  and  regulations  of  their 
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Institution  are  calculated  to  promote  the  social  Virtues  and  to 
provide  for  the  Relief  of  the  indigent  and  distressed:  That  they 
inculcate  a  strict  conformity  to  the  Laws  and  respect  to  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  State:  That  the  funds  they  have  been 
enabled  to  obtain,  have  been  appropriated  (except  such  parts  as 
have  been  wanted  for  necessary  expenses)  for  the  relief  of  Poor 
and  distressed  Brethren  and  their  Families:  And  that  tbey  may 
the  better  advance  the  purposes  of  the  Institution,  are  desirous 
of  obtaining  the  aid  and  Authority  of  the  Legislature  and  have 
prayed  that  they  may  be  erected  and  made  a  body  politic  and 
corporate,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  such  funds  as  they  now 
do,  or  may  from  time  to  time  hereafter  possess: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the 
Authority  thereof  it  is  hereby  enacted,  That  the  aforesaid  Peti- 
tioners and  such  others  as  now  are  or  may  hereafter  by  them  be 
admitted  members  of  the  said  Society,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
constituted,  erected  and  made  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  to 
subsist  at  all  times  forever  hereafter,  in  deed  and  in  name  by  the 
name  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  honourable 
Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations;  and  by  that  name  shall  and 
may  have  perpetual  succession,  and  be  persons  able  and  capable 
in  Law  to  have,  hold,  receive  and  enjoy  lands,  tenements,  here- 
ditaments and  Rents,  in  fee  simple,  or  for  term  of  Life,  Lives, 
years  or  otherwise,  not  exceeding  in  value  the  sum  of  Twenty 
Thousand  Dollars:  and  also  goods  and  chatties,  and  all  other 
things,  of  what  nature,  kind  and  quality  soever:  and  also  to 
give,  grant,  let,  sell,  or  assign  the  same  lands,  tenements,  here- 
ditaments, goods  and  chatties,  and  to  do  and  execute  all  other 
things  about  the  same;  and  also  that  they  and  their  successors, 
by  the  name  aforesaid,  be  forever  hereafter  capable  and  liable 
to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be 
answered  unto  defend  and  be  defended  against  in  all  or  any  of 
the  Courts  of  Law  or  otherwise,  by  any  of  the  Judges,  Justices, 
or  other  persons  whomsoever,  in  all  manner  of  actions,  com- 
plaints or  pleas  whatsoever;  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
to  and  for  them  and  their  successors,  forever  hereafter,  to  have 
one  common  seal  for  their  use  and  the  same  at  their  will  and 

i 

pleasure  to  change  and  alter. 

56 
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A  nd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shal  1 
and  may  be  lawfull  for  the  said  Petitioners  and  their  successors 
to  choose  the  Grand  Master  Deputy  Grand  Master  Grand  War- 
dens Grand  Treasurer  Grand  Secretary,  and  such  other  officers 
as  they  may  deem  proper  and  for  such  length  of  time  as  they 
have  or  may  hereafter  determine,  and  to  make  such  laws  and 
regulations  for  the  well  governing  the  said  Grand  Master,  Dep- 
uty Grand  Master,  Grand  Wardens  and  members  as  they  shall 
Deem  necessary,  provided  they  are  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
the  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Silvester  Child  Jun'r  be  the  First 
Grand  Master,  Thomas  S.  Webb  the  first  Deputy  Grand  Master 
Amos  Maine  Atwell  the  first  Grand  Senior  Warden  Christopher 
Rhodes  the  first  Grand  Junior  Warden  William  Wilkinson  the 
first  Grand  Treasurer  and  John  Holroyd  the  first  Grand  Secre- 
tary, to  continue  for  such  length  of  time  as  has  been  heretofore 
customary  with  said  Society. 

In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused 
the  Seal  of  Said  State  to  be  affixed  at  Providence  the  Twenty 
Second  Day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  Thousand  Eight 
Hundred  and  Twelve  and  of  Independence  the  Thirty  Sixth, 


I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  Civil  Charter  is  a  true  copy 
from  the  original  Civil  Charter  granted  the  Grand  Lodge  by  the 
General  Assembly  in  1812,  returned  by  the  vote  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  1834,  and  restored  in  accordance  with  the  following 
enactment  of  the  General  Assembly;  said  act  being  engrossed 
upon  the  margin  of  the  original  charter. 


By  his  Excellency's  Command 
Samuel  Eddy,  Secry. 


WM.  JONES. 


Surrendered  per  vote  of  Grand  Lodge  March  17  1834. 

Joseph  S.  Cooke,  Grand  Master. 


Grand  Secretary. 
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State  of  Rhode  Island  \ 
January  Session  r86i  ) 

Upon  the  petition  of  Oliver  Johnson,  a  committee  appointed 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  ancient,  free  and  accepted  Masons  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  that  the  Charter  of  said  Grand 
Lodge,  heretofore  surrendered  by  them  and  accepted  by  the 
General  Assembly,  be  returned  to  said  Grand  Lodge. 

Voted  ami  Resolved,  by  this  General  Assembly,  that  the  prayer 
of  said  petition  be;  and  the  same  is  hereby  granted;  and  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  be  and  hereby  is  ordered  to  return  said  Char- 
ter to  the  said  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  said  Grand  Lodge  by 
virtue  of  this  resolution,  have  and  possess  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  granted  to  them  by  the  terms  of  said  charter,  in  the 
same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  they  had  and  enjoyed 
before  said  charter  was  surrendered  by  them  and  accepted  by 
the  General  Assembly.  //  is  further  voted  and  resolved,  that  so 
much  of  the  resolution  in  relation  to  Masonic  Char- 
ters passed  at  the  May  session  of  the  Gen.  Assembly 
A.  D.  1834  as  relates  to  said  Lodge,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed.  In  testimony  whereof  I 
have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the 
State  this  4th  April  A.  I).  1861. 

John  R.  Bartlkt,  WM.  SPRAGUE. 

Secretary  of  State. 
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THE  MOST  EXCELLENT 

GRAND  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER 

OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 


Organized  as  a  Deputy  Grand  Chapter  for  Rhode  Island,  and 
Seth  Wheaton  elected  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  March  12, 

1798. 

Organized  as  a  Grand  Chapter,  March  12,  1799. 
The  Annual  Convocation  is  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
March. 

Incorporated,  January  Session,  1 86 1 . 


i 

> 


Date. 


Xamr. 


1798  March  12  Seth  Wheaton. 


«799 

« • 

12  Moses  Scixas. 

1S00 

II  " 

1S01 

10  " 

1802 

IO  " 

1S03 

.  < 

l<  " 

1804 

%  1 

20  Thomas  Smith  Webb. 

1805 

19 

1806 

18 

1807 

• « 

20 

1S0S 

> » 

15 

1809 

21 

1810 

20 

1S11 

1 1 

19 

1812 

17  " 

1S13 

•  ■ 

16 

1814 

21 

1815 

21  John  Carlile. 

1S16 

•  > 

U)  " 

1817 

18 

181S 

■  1 

17  William  Wilkinson. 

1819 

1 . 

16 

1S20 

> . 

21 

1821 

-  ■ 

20 

1822 

1  - 

it)  Caleb  Earle. 

1823 

18  '* 

Date. 


Name. 


1824  March 

1825  " 

1826  " 

1827  " 

1828  " 

1829  •' 

1830  " 

1831  " 

1832  " 

1833  " 

1834  " 

>835   

1836  March 

1837 

1S38  " 

1839  " 

1S40  " 

1841  " 

1842  " 

1S43  " 

1 844  " 

1845 

1846  " 

1847  " 
1S4S  " 

1849  " 


16  Samuel  Jackson.  2tl. 

15  - 

21  f'etcr  Grinncll. 
20  Asa  Hosworth. 
18  Caleb  Drown. 

17  " 

16  Joseph  Tompkins. 
15  " 

20  Harney  Mem-. 

26  Moses  Richardson. 
18 

n  " 

21  " 

20  James  Salsburv. 
12  " 

24  William  C.  Barker. 
18 

l«,  Cyrus  Fisher. 
14  " 

12  William  lield. 
11 

10  Alvin  Jenks. 
9  Roger  W.  1'otter. 
14  Thomas  Whittaker. 
13 


*  N.>  iti.xtinK  held  in  1855. 
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> 


Uatf. 


Name. 


■ 


Pair. 


Name. 


1S50  March  12  Thomas  Whittaker. 

1871 

March  1.1  Thomas  \  Fkivl** 

.  '  I  »•  I  V .  I  1     ft  *J>      ft    ft  |UI  ■  1CI~3     at*      M^^J  Jt  1 V.  • 

*4           Ilenrv  C  Field 

iSsi  *4 

11       4  4            4  4 

1872 

18*2  " 

9  James  Hutchison. 

1871 

i  j 

ii  Francello  G.  Jillson. 

1853  " 

8  44 

1874 

IO 

1854  44 

14  Cyrus  B.  Manchester. 

1875 

9 

13  " 

1876 

14  William  T.  C.  Ward  well. 

1S56  44 

1 1  Samuel  Lewis. 

1877 

13 

1857  " 

10  John  F.ldred. 

1878 

12  William  X.  Acklev. 

1858  41 

9  " 

1879 

1 1 

1859  44 

8  Joseph  Belcher. 

1880 

9  lohn  V.  Sanborn. 

i860  44 

13  Oliver  Johnson. 

1881 

8  44 

1861  44 

12  Ariel  Ballou. 

1S82 

14  Samuel  G.  Stiness. 

1S62  44 

11  Lyman  Klapp. 

18S3 

13  44 

1S63  44 

11  Nathan  H.  Could. 

1884 

44      11  Nicholas  Van  Slyck. 

1864  44 

8  Levi  L.  Webster. 

1885 

10  Fdward  L  Freeman. 

1865  44 

14  Thomas  A.  lk>yle. 

18S6 

9  Henry  W.  Kiij^jj. 

1 866  44 

13  '* 

1S87 

8  George  M.  Carpenter. 

1867  44 

12 

188S 

"       13  " 

1 368  "4 

10 

1889 

12  Robert  S.  Franklin. 

1869  44 

9  44 

1S90 

11 

1870  44 

8  44 

1 89 1 

10  George  II.  Kenyon. 
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CIVIL  CHARTER. 


STATE  OK  RHODE  ISLAND  AND  I'ROYl  DENCE  PLANTATIONS. 

January  Skssio.v,  A.  I).  1861. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  the  Gran  J  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  of  Rhode  /stand,  &c. 

It  is  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  as  follows  : 

Skction  1.  Oliver  Johnson,  William  Field,  Nathan  P.  Towne, 
Gardner  T.  Swarts,  ArieJ  Ballou,  Cyrus  Fisher,  John  Eldred, 
Samuel  Lewis,  Cyrus  B.  Manchester,  Joseph  Belcher,  William  B. 
Snell,  and  Samuel  Greene,  and  such  others  as  may  be  hereafter 
associated  with  them,  are  hereby  made  a  body  corporate,  by  the 
name  of  the  "Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,"  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  poor  Masonic  brethren,  their 
widows  and  orphans,  and  such  other  charitable  uses  and  pur- 
poses as  are  usual  among  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  may 
take  and  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  value  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  with  all  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all 
the  duties  and  restrictions  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  all  acts  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  addition  thereto,  or  in  amendment  thereof. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  an  Act  passed  at 
the  January  Session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island, 


A.  1).  1 86 1. 


In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hamd  and  affixed  the  seal  of  said  State,  this  fif- 
teenth day  of  March,  A.  D.  1861. 

HENRY  A.  BARTLKTT, 

Deputy  Secretary  of  State. 
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SUBORDINATE  CHAPTERS. 


PROVIDENCE  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER,  NO.  i, 

PROVIDENCE. 

Original  charter  granted  by  Washington  Chapter,  of  New 
York  City,  dated  September  3,  1793,  and  named  Providence 
Chapter,  No.  2,  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  appointing  Daniel  Still- 
well  High  Priest. 

Incorporated,  May,  181 1;  charter  vacated,  May,  1834;  new 
charter  issued,  January,  1868. 

The  Annual  Convocation  is  held  on  the  third  Thursday  in 
November,  and  the  Regular  Convocations  on  the  third  Thurs- 
day in  the  month. 


Pate.  Name.  u        Date.  Name. 


1 79 j  Sept. 

3  Daniel  Stillwell. 

1 813  Nov. 

11  Samuel  Jackson,  2d. 

1793  Nov. 

23  " 

1814 

>  • 

10 

t7<)4  Jan. 

9  " 

1815 

>  t 

9  Caleb  Earle. 

12  " 

1S16 

■  i 

14  " 

1796  Feb. 

20  " 

1817 

■  • 

13  Samuel  Jackson,  2(1. 

1797  " 

20  Abraham  L.  Clarke. 

1S18 

12  Moses  Richardson. 

I7QS  " 

13 

1S19 

11  Asa  Hosworth. 

17')'}  " 

12 

1S20 

9  " 

1800  " 

11 

1821 

•  • 

8  Peter  Crinnell. 

1801  " 

10  Thomas  S.  Webb. 

1S22 

14  Henry  Mum  ford. 

1601  Nov. 

12 

1823 

13  " 

1S02  " 

15  John  Carl  He. 
10  " 

1824 

1 1  Jesse  Clarke. 

1803  " 

182  s 

10  'Phillip  Potter. 
9 

1804  " 

8  William  Wilkinson. 

1S2O 

» » 

1S05  « 

14 

1827 

.  > 

8  Henry  Martin. 

1806  " 

13 

1828 

13  Janu  s  Salsburv. 

1807  " 

12 

1829 

•  • 

12  " 

1808  " 

10  Nathan  Fisher. 

1830 

1 1  Luther  Woodward. 

iSCHJ  " 

f)  William  Wilkinson. 

1831 

10  Parzillai  Cranston. 

1810  " 

.8 

1832 

s 

1 S 1 1  " 

I4 

1833 

14  Cyrus  Fisher. 

1S12  " 

12 

1834 

13  " 
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Date.  Name. 

•3 
.> 

i 
> 

Date.  Name. 

 i 

183^  Nov. 

-  — 

12  Cvrus  Fisher. 

— 

lSf>3 

Nov. 

  —  

12  Thomas  A.  Dovle 

1S30  " 

IO  foseoh  S   ( "ooke 

1S64 

•  < 

17 

1865 

9 

1S18  " 

S  William  C  Barker 

1S66 

SHenrv  C.  Field 

14 

1867 

•  • 

14 

1840  " 

12  Asa  Hosworth 

1868 

« » 

12 

1841  *• 

11  " 

1 S60, 

•  * 

11  Andrew  Hutchison 

IS42  " 

10  Moses  Richardson 

1870 

IO 

0  Thomas  Whittaker 

1871 

•  • 

0  Albert  H  Cushman 

14 

1S72 

14 

1  04  s 

1S73 

• « 

1  J    \  9\r\J*                J  .      J   1  «t/.lU  Via 

IS46  " 

12 

1874 

12  " 

1S47  " 

I  r  lames  Salsburv. 

1875 

11  deorge  O.  Olmstcad. 

I84S  " 

'/  " 

1S76 

» 1 

0      "  '« 

IN<J  " 

s-  " 

1877 

•  * 

8  Samuel  (i.  Stiness. 

iS^o  " 

14  Cyrus  H.  Manchester. 

1878 

14  |ohn  1*.  Luther. 

1S51  " 

13  " 

1S79 

i * 

13"  " 

1S52  •' 

11  Joseph  Hclchcr. 

1880 

11  Horace  K.  Hlanchard. 

i8<n  •* 

17"  •• 

1 88 1 

10 

IS54  " 

9  Joseph  A.  I),  [oslin. 

1SS2 

•  • 

9  Arthur  W.  Dennis. 

is5? 

S      ■'              "  " 

1 383 

s 

13  Oliver  Johnson. 

18S4 

13  Horace  S.  Richardson. 

IS57  " 

12  " 

iSSs 

12      "  " 

|8<8  " 

1 1  Jerome  H  Horden. 

1 8  So 

■  i 

iSdeorgc  II.  Kenyon. 

1859  " 

10  C.ardner  T  Swarts. 

1SS7 

.  • 

17  Forrest  A.  I'eck. 

I S60  " 

S  Lyman  Klapp. 

1S88 

t » 

15  " 

1  86  1    ' ' 

14  Levi  L  Webster. 

1S89 

21  Albert  L.  Anthony. 

1862  " 

13  Thomas  A.  Doyle. 

IS9O 

20  Arthur  H.  Armington. 

BRISTOL  MARK  LODGE,  BRISTOL. 

The  record  of  the  Grand  Chapter  gives  the  following  con- 
cerning this  Lodge  and  Hope  Chapter. 

There  is  no  record  of  when  the  Dispensation  was  granted, 
but  March  19,  1805,  it  was  continued  for  one  year,  and  again  so 
continued  in  March,  1806  and  1S07.  March  15,  1S08,  it  was 
continued  until  the  next  quarterly,  and  June  21,  1808,  for  one 
year,  as  also  in  March,  1809  and  1810. 

The  last  renewal  of  the  Dispensation  was  December  18,  1810, 
when  it  was  continued  until  the  next  Annual  Meeting,  and  re- 
turns required  to  be  made  at  that  date. 

September  16,  1823,  a  petition  was  presented  by  Comp.  Golden 
Dearth  from  the  Mark  Lodge  in  Bristol  praying  for  Letters  of 
Dispensation  to  open  a  R.  A.  Chapter  in  that  place,  which  re- 
quest was  referred  to  a  committee. 
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HOPE  CHAPTER.* 

Under  the  date  of  September  28,  1825,  the  following  appears 
of  record  : 

"The  Bristol  Mark  Masters  Dispensation  was  returned  and 
placed  on  file  and  a  Dispensation  for  a  R.  A.  C.  by  the  name  of 
Hope  Chapter  given  dated  September  20,  5825." 

This  Dispensation  was  continued  for  one  year  at  each  Annual 
Convocation  from  1826  until  1831,  inclusive.  The  last  return 
of  the  Chapter  was  made  March  20,  1832.  No  return  was  made 
of  the  Chapter  again  until  March  18,  1841,  when  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  enquire  after  its  whereabouts.  December  10, 
1844,  this  committee  was  discharged  and  the  Grand  High  Priest 
appointed  a  committee  to  continue  the  investigation.  Under 
date  of  June  2,  1845,  a  letter  was  sent  to  all  delinquent  Chap- 
ters requesting  that  all  charters  or  dispensations,  books,  papers, 
regalia  and  other  property  be  returned  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
prior  to  June  9th  inst.,  unless  it  was  their  purpose  to  reorganize. 
This  letter  was  sent  to  Warren,  Bristol  and  Newport. 

The  following  letter  was  received  and  that  is  the  last  mention 
of  the  Chapter  which  appears  on  the  records  : 

Hristoi.,  June  9,  1845. 

Dkak  Sir:— Mr.  L.  Wright,  the  Master  of  St.  Albans  Lodge,  in  this  place, 
having  ree'd  a  Communication  from  you  in  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  R.  A. 
Chapter  in  this  place,  has  requested  me  to  say  that  he  has  not  had  time  to  con- 
sult with  the  members  as  to  what  will  be  the  proper  course  to  pursue,  would  re- 
quest you  that  the  dispensation  might  not  be  withdrawn  at  present  until  they 
make  some  effort  to  revive  the  Institution,  of  which  you  will  receive  due  notice. 

Yours  respectfully, 

II.  Wya-it. 

To  Wm.  Kiki.I).  G.  II.  V.,  G.  R.  A.  C.  of  R.  I. 

There  is  no  mention  of  any  person  or  representation  until 
March  20,  1821,  when  Allen  Wardwell  is  present  as  Master,  at 
which  time  their  first  return  appears.  March  19,  1822,  Ben- 
jamin Wyatt  appears  as  Master  and  returns  are  made.  March 
18,  1823,  it  is  represented  by  Sylvester  Luther,  and  the  returns 
give  the  name  of  Benjamin  Wyatt  as  elected  Master  January 
7th,  1823,  also  in  1824.  January  2,  1825,  Golden  Dearth  was 
elected  Master.  In  1826  Sylvester  Luther's  name  appears  as 
High  Priest  of  Hope  Chapter,  and  continues  until  1832,  inclu- 
sive, and  there  the  record  of  High  Priests  ends. 

*  Sec  Hojh-  Chapter,  pa«c  8}s. 
67 
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NEWPORT  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER,  NO.  2,  NEWPORT. 

Charter  voted,  September  18,  1806. 
Dispensation  granted,  December  18,  1810. 
Charter  granted,  March  19,  181 1. 
Publicly  constituted,  April  30,  181 1. 

Incorporated,  February,  181 2  ;  charter  vacated,  May,  1834. 

The  Annual  Convocation  is  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  Feb- 
ruary, and  the  Regular  Convocations  the  last  Tuesday  in  the 
month. 


Pate. 


Name. 


> 


Dale. 


Name. 


810  l>ec.  18  James  Perry. 

81 1  April  30  " 

812  "  28  Benjamin  B.  Mum  ford. 

813  March  23  James  Perry. 

814  April  26  Isaac  Stall. 

815  44  28  John  A.  Shaw. 

816  44  30  Henry  Shaw. 

817  29  James  Perry. 

818  44  28*  44 

819  "  27  Theophilus  Topham. 

820  44  25  Charles  Cotton. 

821  "  24  Theophilus  Topham. 

822  "  30 

823  "  29 

824  44  27 

825  "  26  Charles  Cotton. 

826  "  25  Stephen  A.  Robinson. 

527  Feb.  27 

528  44  26  Archibald  Munro. 

829  44  24  Nicholas  G.  Boss. 

830  41  30  Feleg  Clarke. 

53 1  44  22  Theophilus  Topham. 

532  "  28 

833  44  26 

834  44  24 

S35    44  22  Stephen  A.  Robinson. 

836    44  23  Theophilus  Topham. 

537  44  25  Stephen  A.  Robinson. 

538  44  26 

839    " 

S40  

S41    44 

S42  

*43  

S44  

<45   

^40  March  21  Theophilus  Topham. 
S47  1-Vb.  23 

-48  2>, 

"       27  Nathan  II.  (lould. 
*fo    "      26  John  Kldred. 


4. 


1851  Feb. 

1852  March 

1853  Feb. 

1854  " 

1855  March 

1856  " 

1857  Feb. 

1858  " 

1859  March 

1 860  ' 4 

1 86 1  Feb. 

1862  " 

1863  44 

1864  " 

1865  " 

1866  " 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 

1873 
1874 

1875 
1876 

1877 
187S 
1879 
1880 
18S1 
1882 
18S3 
18S4 
188s 
1880 
1SS7 
ISSS 
ISS<> 

1S90 
1891 


25  William  Cray. 
2      ♦»  *♦ 

27 

28 


Kenrie  John  Stewart. 
John  Eldrcd.  ' 


« . 


1  • 


3 

16 
23 
2 
6 
I? 
25 
24 
23 
28 

2o 
25 
23 
22 
28 

27 
26 

24 

23 
29 

27 

2u 
25 
24 
22 
28 

27 
26 

24 

23 

22  William  \\  .  Marvt  ll. 


William  ( lilpin. 
Ara  Ilildreth. 

Henry  Bull,  Jr. 

David  Stevens. 

William  C.  Stevens. 

Robert  S.  Franklin. 
«.  .« 

<■  <  t 

Frank  H.  Wilks. 
John  1'.  Sanborn. 

Overton  C.  Fang  Icy. 

Thomas  II.  Clark. 
tt  . . 

\ndrew  T.  Wood. 
.. 

K.  llammett  Tilley. 
Stephen  II.  Sears. 


26 

25 
24 


William  J.  Huntingdon. 
Frank  F*  Thompson. 
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HARMONY  MARK  LODGE,  U.\  D.\ 

The  record 'of  the  Grand  Chapter  gives  the  following  con- 
cerning this  Lodge  : 

The  date  of  granting  the  Dispensation  is  not  given,  but  on 
December  10,  1807,  it  was  continued  for  one  year.  March  15, 
1808,  it  was  revoked,  and  June  21  of  the  same  year  was  reis- 
sued for  one  year,  and  continued  each  succeeding  year  at  each 
Annual  Convocation  up  to  and  including  that  of  March  17, 
1812,  at  which  time  Chad  Sayles  appeared  as  the  representa- 
tive. No  other  name  appears  in  the  record  in  connection  with 
this  Lodge. 

The  last  mention  of  the  Lodge  in  the  record  is  at  the  Convo- 
cation of  March  16,  181 3,  under  the  head  of  Representatives, 
and  is  "For  Glocester  Harmony  Mark  Lodge — none." 


TEMPLE  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER,  NO.  3,  WARREN. 

Dispensation  granted,  February  8,  1809. 
Charter  granted,  March  18,  181 7. 
Publicly  constituted  and  charter  dated,  June  23,  1817. 
The  Annual  Convocation  is  held  January  3,  and  the  Regular 
Convocations  on  Wednesday  after  the  full  moon. 


i 

Date. 

Name. 

I 

Date. 

Name. 

> 

1809  J 

an. 

23 

Sylvester  Child,  Jr. 

1824 

Jan. 

Samuel  Randall. 

1810 

2 

1825 

4 1 

4 

4  1                          4  4 

1811 

•  < 

I 

«•  «< 

„ 

1826 

1 1 

3 

•  4  44 

1812 

4 

1827 

!• 

2 

14  44 

1813 

•  ■ 

5  " 

1828 

14 

1 

1  1  II 

1814 

•  < 

4 

•  <  It 

1829 

•  4 

f> 

•  1                       44  « 

1815 

3  Seth  Peck. 

I830 

4  1 

5 

John  Trott. 

1816 

•  ■ 

') 

■  i  1. 

I83I 

4  4 

5 

44    <  11 

1817 

1 1 

7 

It  II 

1832 

1  1 

4 

4  4               4  4 

1818 

.. 

13 

•  I  41 

1833 

1  4 

1 

II  II 

1819 

12 

II  II 

1834 

Meetings  suspended  un- 

1820 

■  • 

25 

II  14 

til  December  25.  1845, 

1821 

•  • 

2 

II              I  1 

John  Trott  holding 

1822 

IO 

II  II 

over. 

1823 

<  • 

7 

4.  4. 

1846  Jan. 

6  Seth  Feck. 

Digitized  by  Google 


832  CHRONOLOGICAL  REGISTER. 


;        Date.  Name.  C        Date  Name. 


1847  Jan.  5SethPeck.  1870  Jan.  3  James  C.  Hlake. 

1848  "  4    14      44  1871    44  5  44 

1849  44  22    "      "  1872    44  3  Joseph  M.  Merchant. 

1850   "      "  *  1873  April  16  William  L.  Collamore. 

1851  Tan.  15    *'      "  1874  Jan.  7 

1S52  March   3    44      "  1875    "  6  William  N.  Acklev. 

1853  Jan.  19    "  1876    44  3 

1854  "  4    44      "  1877    "  3 

1855  "  3    "      44  1878    44  9 

1856  44  22  William  H.  Snell.  1879    44  3 

1857  Feb.  18  44  1880    14  7  William  L.  Collamore. 

1858  Jan.  r3       44             "  1881    "  3  William  N.  Ackley. 
185Q    "  12      44             "  1882  March  S 

iSfro    "  4       "  "  1883    44  3  Charles  II.  Titus. 

1861  44  8  John  F.  Driscoll.  1884  Jan.  3 

1862  "  15     "           »  1885    44  5  John  R.  West. 
1S63  May  20     44            44  1886    44  6  44 

1864  Jan.  6  William  Surgens.  1887  Feb.  24  Fred  E.  Sammis. 

1865  44  25  Joseph  M.  Merchant.       1888  March  1  " 

1866  44  2      4  4  4  4  1889  Tan.  3  Renjamin  M.  Itosworth. 

1867  Feb.  20      4  4               4  4  1890*  "  3 
1368                     44              44  »  1891    44  7  Daniel  R  Luther. 


1869  Jan.     1 1  Charles  R.  Cutler. 

•  Nn  election.    Held  over. 


PAWTUCKET  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER,  NO.  4, 

PAWTUCKET. 

Dispensation  granted  for  Pawtucket  Mark  Lodge,  December 
17,  1816. 

Charter  granted  to  Pawtucket  Mark  Lodge,  March  17,  1818. 
Charter  of  Pawtucket  Mark  Lodge  surrendered,  July  30,  1819. 
Dispensation  for  Royal  Arch  Chapter  granted,  July  30,  1819. 
Charter  granted,  March  21,  1820. 
Publicly  constituted,  May  24,  1820. 

Incorporated,  May,  1824  ;  repealed,  January,  1S34  ;  new 
charter  granted  at  January  Session,  1869. 

The  Annual  Convocation  is  held  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
October;  the  Regular  Convocations  Wednesday  after  the  full 
moon. 
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Hate.  Name.  jj        Date.  Name. 


1816  Dec. 

16  Ebenezer  Tyler,  U.  D. 

1853 

Nov. 

2  Nathan  P.  Towne. 

1S17  March  11        "  " 

1854 

•  < 

2     •  1  11 

1618  " 

10  Caleb  Drown. 

1855 

>  1 

7  Albert  Bliss. 

1819  " 

9  " 

1856 

•  > 

10  James  L.  Jones. 

1 8 19  July 

30  Barney  Merry,  U.  D. 

1857 

t « 

4     "  ** 

1 8 19  Dec. 

8  4k 

1858 

3  Nathan  P.  Towne. 

1820  " 

20  *' 

1859 

1 1 

2      * '                   *  * 

1821  " 

12  Caleb  Drown. 

i860 

•  • 

7  Jabez  W.  Wilmarth. 

1822  " 

4 

1861 

« • 

6  " 

1823  " 

3  Joseph  Tompkins. 

1862 

5  George  A.  French. 

1824  " 

1863 

it 

4  Russell  Peck. 

1S25  14 

7  Pardon  Savles. 

1864 

<  > 

2  Nathaniel  Fairbrothcr. 

1826  " 

6  " 

1865 

1  John  L.  Perrin. 

1827 

5  Abner  S.  Tompkins. 

1866  Oct. 

31  44 

1828  " 

3  " 

1867 

Nov. 

13  George  H.  Miner. 

1829  " 

2  Lyman  Claflin. 
2     1  ft           ■ « 

1868 

Oct. 

28  Edwin  Clapp. 

1830  " 

1869 

t. 

27  " 

1831  " 

7  William  Field. 

1870 

■  1 

26  George  N.  Bliss. 
25  Bcla  P.  Clapp. 

1832  44 

5 

1871 

1 1 

IS33 

4      "  M 

1872 

i> 

30  James  M.  Davis. 

1834  " 

3  Lyman  C  lanin. 

1873 

• « 

20  14 

1835  " 

2  Harney  Merry. 

1874 

» ♦ 

28  Joseph  C.  Fisk. 

1836  " 

28  Alanson  Thayer. 

1875 

it 

27  Cieorgc  A.  Sweet. 

1837  " 

27  14 

1876 

I83S  " 

1877 

•  • 

31  Burmah  E.  Perkins. 

1839 

4  John  B.  Read. 

1878 

■ . 

30  Osmond  H.  Briggs. 

1840  " 

2  James  Hutchison. 

1879 

•  1 

29 

1S41  " 

1  •> 

1880 

« « 

27  Squire  F.  Fisk. 

1842  " 

7  Alvin  Jenks. 

1881 

26  Oliver  IL  Arnold. 

1843  " 

6  " 

1882 

11 

27  41 

1844  " 

4  Nehemiah  A.  Potter. 

1883 

1 1 

31  Robert  W.  Horton. 

1845  " 

3 

1884 

>  • 

28  " 

1846  " 

2  Hiram  Wilmarth. 

1885 

« t 

28  Jonathan  Allenson. 

1847  Nov. 

3     "  44 

1886 

<  < 

27 

1848  " 

j     it  11 

1887 

26  Isaac  Gill. 

1849  " 

j     it  <> 

1888 

1 » 

31  44 

1850  " 

6  " 

1889 

» • 

30  Jabez  W.  Wilmarth,  Jr. 

1851  " 

5     "  " 

1890 

29  " 

1852  " 

3  Lyman  Claflin. 

CUMBERLAND  MARK  LODGE,  NO.  2,  CUMBERLAND. 

The  record  of  the  Grand  Chapter  gives  the  following  con- 
cerning this  Lodge  : 

The  petition  for  a  Mark  Lodge  was  presented  March  21, 
1820.  The  Dispensation  was  granted  December  16,  1823,  and 
dated  March  27,  1X24,  nominating  James  Whipple  to  be  the  first 
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Master,  Jeremiah  Whipple  first  Senior  Warden,  and  Joseph 
Whipple,  3d,  as  first  Junior  Warden.  The  Lodge  was  not  rep- 
resented in  Grand  Chapter  until  March  15,  1825,  when  Jere- 
miah Whipple  was  returned  as  having  been  elected  Master 
February  28,  1825.  It  was  represented  by  the  Master,  Jere- 
miah Whipple,  at  the  Annual,  March  21,  1826,  when  the  Dis- 
pensation was  continued  one  year.    At  the  Annual,  March  20, 

1827,  it  was  represented  by  the  same  Master,  and  the  Dispensa- 
tion continued  for  one  year,  at  which  time  its  last  return  was 
made  giving  Jeremiah  Whipple  as  having  been  elected  Master 
March  11,  1827.    The  last  mention  of  the  Lodge  is  March  18, 

1828,  under  head  of  Representatives;  it  is — "Cumberland  Mark 
Lodge,  Cumberland — vacant." 


UNION  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER,  NO.  5, 
WOON  SOCKET. 

Dispensation  granted,  September  17,  1857. 
Charter  granted,  March  9,  1858. 
Constituted,  May  24,  1858. 

The  Annual  Convocation  is  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  Jan- 
uary ;  the  Regular  Convocations  the  first  Monday  in  each  month. 


i 

> 

1857 
1858 

1859 
i860 
l86l 
1862 
1862 
1864 
1865 
1866 
l8f)7 
1 8(18 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 


Date. 


Name. 


Sept. 
May 
Jan. 


<• 

Dec. 
Ian. 

•  < 

•  1 
»  1 
4  • 
it 
t> 
i« 

•  1 


I 


17  Samuel  Greene,  U.  D. 

24  " 

17  " 

2  Thomas  A.  Paine. 

21  Ariel  Ballou. 

13  " 
29 

18  Ira  W.  Arnold. 

9  Emmerson  Goddard. 

14  William  E.  Coe. 
(>  Ariel  Hallou. 

25  Francello  G.  Jilison. 
17 

2  Francis  E.  Leaver. 

22  Nathan  Dawley. 
13  " 

26  Amos  A.  Pevey. 


i 
> 

13-5 
1876 

1877 
1878 

1879 
18S0 
18S1 
1SS2 
1883 
1SS4 
I  i8S«; 
1  1886 
:  1SS7 
1 888 
:88<) 
i8<>o 
1891 


Date. 


Name. 


Jan. 
•  1 


18  Amos  A.  Pevey. 
10  " 

29  James  F.  Smith. 
14  " 

6  Luke  A.  Wood. 
26  " 

10  Enos  A.  Clarke. 

2  "  " 

22  George  J.  Baldwin. 

26  Charles  E.  Thomas. 
18 

3  Willard  Kent. 
23 

14  Caleb  L.  Knight. 

(>  " 

19  " 


I 
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HOPE  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER,  NO.  6,  BRISTOL* 

Dispensation  granted,  August  17,  1865. 
Charter  granted,  March  13,  1866. 
Publicly  constituted,  February  18,  1869. 
Incorporated,  May  Session,  1870. 

The  Annual  Convocation  is  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  Feb- 
ruary, and  the  Regular  Convocations  on  the  first  Monday  in 
each  month. 


Z 
> 


1865 


1866 


1868  May 

1869  Feb. 

1870  " 

1871I  " 
1872  " 

1873,  " 
1874!  " 


Date.  Name. 


Sept.   ii  Dispensation  presented 
to  Chapter  by  Philip 
B.   Bourne,  who  was 
elected  High  Priest  on 
this  evening. 
Records  show  no  elec- 
tion of  officers  from 
Sept.   11,  1865,  until 
May  10,  1868,  but  P. 
B.  Bourn  continued  to 
act  as  High  Priest. 
10  William  T.  C.  Wardwell 
18 
21 
28 

«9 

"2 


1- 

5 


Date. 


Name. 


•  < 


.  1 
it 
•  • 

.  1 


1875;  F 
1876 

1877! 
1878 

1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 


eb. 


8  [.  Howard  Manchester. 
1 4j  Edward  \V.  Brunsen. 
12'orrin  Wilson. 
1 1  ■George  II.  Douglass. 
10  " 
10  " 

15  Isaac  (amm. 

6  " 

«;,Charlcs  H.  Whedon. 
IS1  " 

2  Darwin  Almy. 
j      1  >  ii 

7  W.  Frank  West. 

6  Charles  H.  Kinyon. 
4  Charles  II .  Whedon. 

3 
2 


*  Sec  pages  828  and  829. 


SAINT  PAULS  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER,  U.\  D.\ 

NEWPORT. 

Dispensation  granted,  January  2,  1867. 

Continued  for  one  year  March  10,  1868,  and  surrendered  dur- 
ing the  year,  the  members  joining  Newport  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ter, No.  2. 

The  Regular  Convocations  were  held  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  each  month. 
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Organization. 

*M.\  E.\  William  Gray,  P.  D.  G.  H.  P  HiKh  Priest. 

*E.\  Edmund  J.  Townsend  King. 

*E.\  Samuel  T.  Melville  Scribe. 


•Allen,  Nathaniel  B., 
•Chaffee.  Nathan  W., 
Crandall,  George  F., 
•Davis,  John  W., 
•Dennis,  John  I)., 
Engs,  John  S.. 


Members. 

*Gilpin,  William, 
•Hildreth.  Ara. 
Milton,  Samuel, 
•Myers,  John, 
•Potter,  Oliver, 
♦Robertson,  James  F., 


Ryder,  Herman  B., 
•Tew,  George  W., 
Tucker.  Samuel  O., 
•Underwood,  William  J., 
Wilks,  Frank. 


FRANKLIN  ROYAL  ARCH  CH  Al'TKR,  NO.  7. 

Dispensation  granted,  February  13,  1868. 
Charter  granted,  March  10,  1868. 
Publicly  constituted,  September  20,  1869. 

The  Annual  Convocation  is  held  on  the  second  Wednesday 
in  November,  and  the  Regular  Convocations  Wednesday  on  or 
after  the  full  moon. 


Date. 


Name. 


8 


Date. 


Name. 


1 868  Feb. 
i860.  Sept. 
1871  Jan. 
1871  Sept. 

1572  '* 

1573  " 
1874  " 

1876  " 

1877  " 
1S7S  " 
l87u  " 


13  Joseph  G.  Arnold.  U.D.  iSSoSept.     8  Anson  Greene. 


15  ledediah  D.  Witter. 
25*  " 
II 

1 8  Anson  Greene. 
10 

30  " 
8 

13  |ohn  I..  Kenvon. 
12"  •• 
11 

10  Anson  Greene. 


1881 
1882 
1SS3 
1884 
18S5 
1 3  86 
18S7 
1S88 

1S90  Feb. 


>  1 


14 

S 

14 

12 
1 1 

10 
i} 

14  '* 

26  Alvin  !l.  Kccleston. 


1 800  Nov.  12 


•  Mi  iiiIht*  of  otlu-r  Chapters.         '  Ksalicd.  t>. 
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SCITUATE  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER,  NO.  8,  NORTH 

SCITUATE. 

Dispensation  granted,  February  21,  1868. 

Charter  granted,  March  10,  1868. 

Publicly  constituted,  September  28,  1869. 

The  Annual  Convocation  is  held  on  the  fourth  Saturday  in 
September,  and  the  Regular  Convocations  on  the  second  Satur- 
day after  the  full  moon. 


Date. 


Name. 


1868  Feb.  20  Charles  II.  Fisher. 

1869  Sept.  25 

1870  "  28  William  H.  Bowen. 

1871  "  28  Hiraro  Steere. 

1872  "  28  Ferdinand  H.  Allen. 

1873  Oct.      3  William  H.  Bowen. 

1874  Sept.  26 

1875  "  25  " 

1876  "  23 

1877  "  22  Ferdinand  H.  Allen. 

1878  *'  28  Byron  L.  Steere. 

1879  Oct.      4  Charles  A.  Capwell. 


5 

> 


Date. 


Name. 


1880  Sept. 

25  Charles  A  Capwell. 

1881 

■ « 

24  Lester  S.  Hill. 

1882 

<  1 

30  " 

1883 

Nov. 

17  Asahel  A.  Peck. 

1884  Oct. 

II  " 

1885  Sept. 

26  Ferdinand  H.  Allen. 

1886 

« . 

25  Frank  Carr. 

1887 

24  " 

1888 

<  t 

22  Warren  H.  Tillinghast. 

1889 

•  t 

28  " 

1890 

<  1 

27  " 

AQUIDNECK  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER,  NO.  9, 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Dispensation  granted,  March  15,  1869. 
Charter  granted,  March  8,  1870. 
Publicly  constituted,  November  22,  1870. 
Incorporated,  January  Session,  1872. 

The  Annual  Convocation  is  held  on  the  last  Monday  in  No- 
vember, and  the  Regular  Convocations  the  first  Monday  in  each 
month. 
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1S69  Benjamin  Tallman. 

1870  Nov.  22 

1 87 1  "  27  Edward  F.  Anthony. 

1872  "  25 

IS73    '4  24 

1874,  "  30 

1875I  "  29 

1876  "  27 

1877  Dec.  1 

1878  Nov.  25  Benjamin  Greene. 

1879  "  24,  Edward  K.  Dyer. 


>  1 


»• 
<  > 


1880  Nov. 

1881  " 

1882  " 

1883  Dec. 

1884  " 
18851  " 
18S6,  4* 
1888  Feb. 
1888  Nov. 
1890  Feb. 
1 890  Dec. 


29  Charles  G.  Thomas. 

28  " 

27 

4  P'dward  F.  Anthony. 
2  '* 

6  " 
6  " 
26  " 

24 
i 


LANDMARK  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER,  NO.  io, 

ANTHONY. 

Dispensation  granted,  June  17,  1870. 
Charter  granted,  March  14,  187L 
Publicly  constituted,  October  20,  187 1 . 

The  Annual  Convocation  is  held  on  the  second  Monday  in 
October,  and  the  Regular  Convocations  first  Friday  after  the 
full  moon. 


u        Date.  Name. 

u        Dale.  Name. 

> 

> 

1870  June 

17  Moses  Fifield. 

1881  Oct. 

10  Harvey  S.  Bartlett. 

1 87 1  April 

6  Andrew  Potter. 

1882  " 

9  " 

1872  Oct. 

14 

1883  " 

8  " 

1873  " 

13 

1S84  *• 

1 3  Edward  Hike. 

1S74  " 

12 

188^  " 

12 

1S75  *• 

11  Samuel  T.  Whipple. 

1886  " 

11  Henrv  D.  Hevdon. 

1876  " 

9  " 

1S87  " 

10     "  :' 

1S77  " 

8  Har\-ev  S.  Hart  let  t. 

18S8  " 

8  " 

1S78  " 

14  " 

1889  " 

14  John  W.  Nye. 

1S79  " 

13  " 

1S90  " 

13 

18S0  " 

. .  .> 

4 
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PALMER  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER,  NO.   28,  PAWCA- 

TUCK,  CONN. 

Dispensation  granted,  September  1,  1864. 
Charter  granted,  May  9,  1865. 

The  Annual  Convocation  is  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  April, 
and  the  Regular  Convocations  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays 
in  each  month. 

This  Chapter  holds  its  Charter  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Connecticut,  but  with  the  assent  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode 
Island  meets  in  Westerly,  and  a  large  proportion  of  its  officers 
and  members  are  from  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  20,  of  Westerly, 
R.  I.  For  these  reasons  it  is  placed  in  the  list  of  Rhode  Island 
bodies. 


i  Date 

Name. 

Date. 

Name. 

j_ 

1864  Sept. 

I  George  E.  Palmer. 

1878  March 

4  George  A.  Champlin. 

1865  May 

9 

1879 

<• 

3 

44  44 

1866  April 

2       "  " 

1880 

•  • 

1 

4  4                                  4  1 

1867 

i  Albert  G.  Howard. 

1881 

•  • 

7  Albert  H.  Spicer. 

1868  " 

6 

1882 

b 

4  4                                  4  4 

1869  " 

5  Richard  Currie,  Jr. 

1883 

•  • 

5  James  Potter. 

1870  *' 

4  Thomas  Vincent. 

1884 

>  • 

3  George  A.  Champlin. 

1871  " 

3  " 

1885 

.  » 

2  J.  Alonzo  Babcock. 

1872  " 

1  R.  Taylor  Church. 

1886 

1  George  Bellamy,  Jr. 

1873  March 

3  " 

1887 

>  • 

7  Robert  A.  Mason. 

1874  " 

2  James  Stillman. 

1888 

• « 

<4  44 

1875  44 

1  R.  Taylor  Church. 

1889 

1 1 

4 

4  4                                  4  4 

1876  " 

6  Joseph  Led  ward. 

1890 

4  4 

3 

.  4  4                                  4  4 

1877  " 

5  George  A.  Champlin. 

1891 

4  4 

2 

William  II.  Greene. 
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GRAND  COUNCIL  OF  ROYAL  AND  SELECT 

MASTERS 


State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 


Organized  by  Providence  Council,  No.  i,  Providence  ;  Paw- 
tucket  Council,  No.  2,  Pawtucket,  and  Webb  Council,  No.  3, 
Warren. 

Preliminary  Conventions  held  March  9,  April  13,  and  October 
4,  i860,  at  which  time  the  Convention  resolved  itself  into  a 
Grand  Council  and  elected  its  first  board  of  officers. 

Instituted  Friday,  October  30,  i860,  by  E.  B.  Morse,  M.\  P.\ 
G.\  Master  of  Massachusetts;  assisted  by  Walton  Fitch,  P.\ 
P.*.  G.\  M.\  of  Massachusetts;  H.  B.  Ensign,  M.\  P.\  G.\  Mas- 
ter, and  E.  G.  Storer,  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
4  Connecticut. 

The  Annual  Assembly  is  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  April. 


Date.  Name.  w        Date.  Name. 


OF  THK 


> 


1860  Oct.      4  James  Salsburv. 

1861  March  12  " 

1862  "      10  " 


1863  "  9 
1 S64  "  21 
1865    "  13 


1866  "  12  James  H.  Annington. 

1867  "  11 

1868  "  9  " 

1869  8  Charles  R.  Cutler. 
1S70  "  14 

1871  "  13  Stillman  White. 

1572  "  u 

1573  "  10  Albert  H.  Cushman. 


1*74  "  9' 
1075    "  8. 
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SUBORDINATE  COUNCILS. 


PROVIDENCE  COUNCIL  OF  R.  &  S.  M.f  NO.  i, 

PROVIDENCE. 

The  preliminary  meeting  for  organization  was  held  March  28, 
1818. 

Organized  as  a  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  and  the 
officers  chosen,  April  4,  1818. 

The  first  Charter,  which  bears  the  date  of  September  27,  1818, 
and  the  signature  of  Jeremy  L.  Cross,  Deputy  Grand  Puissant, 
was  granted  by  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
of  Maryland  to  thirty-eight  companions,  and  appointed  Samuel 
Jackson,  2d,  to  be  the  first  Thrice  Illustrious  Grand  Master. 

The  second  Charter  was  from  the  Grand  Council  of  Rhode 
Island  and  is  dated  October  30,  i860,  the  day  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil was  instituted. 

Incorporated,  January  Session,  1824,  and  repealed  January 
Session,  1834.    New  Charter  granted,  January  Session,  187 1. 

The  Annual  Assembly  is  held  on  the  second  Friday  in  Janu- 
ary, and  the  Regular  Assemblies  on  the  second  Friday  in  each 
month. 


> 

I  >jit  i.- 

l  S 1 8 

April 

< 

1  K19 

J. in. 

- 

1820 

7. 

1821 

i  « 

V! 

1 822 

*  1 

4 

1  8  22 

June 

27 

1823 

27 

1S24 

i  » 

28 

1  S2«; 

Jan. 

M 

1826 

1S27 

" 

12 

N.ime. 


- 


Caleb  Earle. 
Asa  liosworth. 

Rarzillai  Cranston. 

Christopher  Hun . 
David  Pickering. 
Samuel  Jackson,  2il. 


1828 
I  829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 


D.tt.-. 


Jan. 


Name 


I  I  J  anies  Salsbury. 

'/  " 
8  " 

14  t  vnis  Fisher. 
*  4 1         . . 


13 
1 1 


At  this  assembly  the 
Council  voted  lo  at- 
tach itself  to  1'rovi- 
dence  Royal  Arch 
Chapter.  No.   I,  and 
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i 
> 


Date. 


Name. 


3 

> 


Date. 


Name. 


1 84 1 
1S42 
1S43 
1844 
1*45 


Feb. 
Jan. 

•  > 


applied  Feb.  7,  1833. 
to  the  Chapter  for 
terms  of  union,  which 
terms  were  fixed  with 
the  approval  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  March 
7,  1  S3  3.  April  5. 
1833,  the  Council  held 
its  last  meeting  and 
accepted  the  condi) 
tions  of  the  union, 
which  were  :  a  com- 
plete surrender  of  all 
charters,  rights,  title 
and  property,  and  to 
"amalgamate  under 
the  name  of  Provi- 
dence Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  No.  1."  The 
union  was  completed 
May  (j.  1S33.  There 
is  no  record  from  April 
5,  1S33,  until  January 
30.  1 84 1 ,  when  a  Spec- 
ial Convocation  was 
held  to  consider  the 
reorganization  of  the 
Council,  which  was 
done  February  15, 
1841.  There  is  no 
mention  in  the  records 
of  Providence  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  No.  I, 
of  the  conferring  of 
the  degrees  of  Royal 
and  Select  Master  by 
that  body,  neither 
were  there  any  degrees 
conferred  by  them  dur- 
ing the  period  in  which 
the  two  bodies  were 
united. 
1  s  lames  Salsburv. 
28*  " 

13  William  Trcsvott. 
12  " 

10  James  Salsburv. 


846  Ian. 
847*  '* 

848  " 

849  " 

850  " 

851  " 

852  " 

853  " 
854 

855|  " 

856 1  " 

S571  " 


860 

86,, 

862 

863 

804: 

8<>$' 

860 

867 

868 1 

86<y 

870 

871 

S72 

873 

$74 

875; 


87b  •• 

S77  " 

878  " 

870  " 

Ssu  " 

881  " 

8S5  " 

880  " 

S87;  " 

s^8:  " 

88.,!  " 

8<,o  " 

8<>1  " 


9  William  Trescott. 

8  James  Salsbury. 
14  " 

12  Itarzillai  Cranston. 

18  Cyrus  B.  Manchester. 
io' Samuel  Jackson. 

9  James  Salsburv. 
[4 

13  " 

12,  " 

1 1  James  Salsbury. 
0*  " 

8  Edwin  Howland. 

14  fames  Salsburv. 
13'  '* 

it 

to  Horace  H.  Snow. 

9  " 
8  " 

13  " 

12  fames  II.  Armington. 
u"  " 

10  " 

8  "  " 

14  Stillman  White. 

13  " 

12  Albert  II.  Cushman. 
to  George  O.  Olmstead. 

9  William  R.  Greene. 

8  John  P  I.uther. 

M!  " 

12  Robert  F.  Dwelly. 
1 1 1  Edwin  Raker. 

9  Horace  K.  Blanchard. 

14  John  \V.  Pettis. 

13  Joseph  ()  Fade. 

12  Richard  Chadwick. 

11  Arthur  H.  Armington. 
9  Albert  I..  Anthony. 

S  George  W.  Pettis. 

14  ( ieorge  II.  Kenyon. 

13  Horace  S.  Richardson. 
11  Charles  B.  Manchester. 
10,  Eugene  Stevens. 

9 
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l'AWTUCKET  COUNCIL.  NO.  2,  PAWTUCKKT. 

The  original  charter  was  granted  by  the  Grand  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Massachusetts  under  date  of 
March  i,  1847,  and  the  Council  was  organized  under  it  April 
9,  1847. 

Rechartered  by  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
ters of  Rhode  Island  at  its  organization  under  date  of  October 
30,  i860. 

The  Annual  Assembly  is  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber and  the  Regular  Assemblies  on  the  first  Monday  in  each 
month. 


J 


Date. 


Name. 


5 


Date. 


Name. 


1848  Dec.  2 


1847  March  1  Barney  Merry. 
1S47  Nov.     6;  " 

[Barney  Merry  died   

—    1847,  and  Alvinj 
Jenks  served  as  Mas-i 
ter  until  the  next  elec- 
tion. 
Alvin  Jcnks. 
There  were  no  meetings 
held  from  December  2, 
184S,  until  December 
1,  1849.  at  which  time 
no  business  was  trans-' 
acted  save  to  adjourn 
to   November,  1850. 
after  which  there  is  no 
record  until  March  5,! 
1859,  at  which  time 
the  body  was  reorgan- 
ized   under    the  old 
charter. 

1859  March  v  Henry  F.  Smith. 
iSooNov.     5  " 
'1861  Dec.      2  " 

1862  Nov.     3  " 

1863  "       10  Bcla  1*.  tlapp. 

1864  "        7  Charles  F.  Manchester. 


1865  Nov. 
1S66  " 


1867 
1868 
i860. 
1870 
1871 
1S72 

1873 
1874 

1875 
1876 

1877, 
1878 

1379 
1881  Jan. 

1 88 1  Dec. 

1882  Nov. 
1SS3  " 
1884  " 
188s  " 

1 886  " 
18S7  " 

1888  Dec. 

1889  Nov. 
i8(>o  " 


13  Alvin  C.  Robbins. 
j  •  > 

9  Frederic  Bates. 
2 

1  John  F.  Adams, 
y    "  " 

6  William  O.  Miller. 

4  George  A.  Sweet. 

3  " 

2  Joseph  C.  Fiske. 

I  Osmond  II .  Briggs. 
13 

12  Fred  H.  White. 
1 1  Squire  F.  Fiske. 
10  F.dgar  S.  Thayer. 

3  John  L.  rerrin. 

5  All^ert  L.  Warner. 

6  Leopold  Hartmann. 
5  Isaac  Gill. 

3 
2 


abez  W.  Wilmarth,  Jr. 
ohn  F.  Street. 


t  Jesse  G.  Barber. 
7  Jonathan  Allenson. 

3 

4  Rol)ert  W.  Morton. 
3 
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WEBB  COUNCIL,  NO.  3,  WARREN. 

Dispensation  granted,  January  14,  i860,  by  the  Grand  Council 
of  Connecticut,  appointing  Charles  H.  Titus  to  be  the  first  Thrice 
Illustrious  Master. 

Charter  granted  October  30,  i860,  by  the  Grand  Council  of 
Rhode  Island,  that  being  the  day  on  which  the  Grand  Council 
was  instituted,  but  the  charter  is  dated  October  23,  i860. 

Constituted,  January  23,  i860. 

The  Annual  Assembly  is  held  October  30th,  and  the  Regular 
Assemblies  Tuesday  after  the  full  moon. 


Date. 


Name. 


Date. 


Name. 


1560  Jan. 
i860  Nov. 

1561  Oct. 

1862  Dec. 

1863  Nov. 
1S64  Dec. 
1865  Oct. 
1S67  Feb. 
1S67  Nov. 
1 80S  Oct. 
lS<>9  " 
1S70  " 

1871  " 
1S73  March 

1573  Nov. 

1574  Dec. 


23  Charles  IL  Titus. 
,      . .  it 

30 
18 

18  William  H.  Surgcns. 
2  William  B.  Ford. 
30  Charles  R.  Cutler. 
23      "  " 
26  " 

30  Charles  H.  Titus. 

29  Frederick  A.  Burgess. 

30  Joseph  M.  Merchant. 
8  Sidney  Dean. 

1 1 
1 


■  • 


• « 


1875  Oct.    30  Sidney  Dean. 

1876  "      30  Frederick  A.  Burgess. 

1877  "      30  James  C.  Blake. 
1879  March  25  " 


1879  Oct. 

1 881  Feb. 

1882  Jan. 

1883  March 
18S4  " 
iSSs  " 

ISSO  " 

1887  April 
1S88 

1SS9  Nov. 


3° 
1 

LO 

S 
3 

2 


William  N.  Ackley. 


6  Joseph  W.  Osl>orne. 
;6  Benjamin  M.  Bosworth. 


1891  March  31  Nathan  M.  Wood. 


WOONSOCRET  COCNCIL,  NO.  4.  WOONSOCRET. 
Dispensation  granted,  April  11,  1868. 

Charter  granted,  March  8,  1869.  * 
Constituted,  November  10,  1869. 

The  Annual  Assemblies  is  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  Jan- 
uary and  the  Regular  Assemblies  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  each 
month. 
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Date. 


Name. 


Franccllo  G.  Jillson. 


186S  Apr.  n 

1869IN0V.  IO( 

1870  Oct.  18; 

1871  Jan.  17 

1872  March  19 
1872  Oct.  29 

1874  Jan.  20  " 

1875  "  19  Walter  E.  Parker. 

1876  "  18  Hwijfht  R.  Adams. 

1877  Feb.  8  Amos  Sherman,  Jr. 

1878  "  26  Amos  A.  Pevey. 

1879  Jan.  21  " 


Ira  W.  Arnold. 
Stafford  W.  Razee. 
Amos  A.  Pevey. 


> 


Date. 


Name, 


George  J.  Baldwin. 
No  record  of  election. 
16  Samuel  S.  White. 
. .  No  record  of  election. 


1880 
18S1 
1882 
1883 
1884 

1885  Feb.  3\VillardKent 

18861  No  record  of  election. 

1887  

1 883  May      6  Moses  P.  Roberts. 
1889I          .  .  .  No  record  of  election. 


i  1S9O  Jan 
.1891I  " 


21  Luke  A. 

20!  " 


Wood, 
t  > 


Df.BLOIS  COUNCIL,  NO.  5,  NEWPORT. 

This  Council  had  its  beginning  under  the  authority  of  the 
Northern  Supreme  Council,  A.\  &  A.\  S.\  R.\ 

On  March  2d,  1*851,  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  J.  J.  J. 
Gorgas  reported  that  he  had  endorsed  authority  upon  the  char- 
ter of  the  Lodge  of  Perfection  at  Newport  for  the  officers  of 
said  Lodge  to  confer  the  "  Degrees  of  Select  Master  of  27," 
"Royal  Master,"  and  "Super  Excellent  Master"  on  any  of 

■ 

their  qualified  members.  The  Sovereign  Grand  Commander 
was  to  make  the  above  endorsement  December  3,  1853.  The 
degrees  were  conferred  under  his  authority  until  1870,  when 
the  endorsement  was  revoked. 

At  the  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Rhode 
Island  held  March  14,  1870,  Deblois  Council  became  a  con- 
stituent of  that  body  and  received  a  charter  from  it  bearing 
that  date. 

#  The  Annual  Assembly  is  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
March  and  the  Regular  Assemblies  on  the  second  Tuesdays  in 
March,  June,  September  and  December. 


Ml 
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1870 
1871 
1S72 

1873 
1874 

1875 
1876 

1877 
187s 
1879 
1880 


Date. 


March 


Name. 


7  Ara  Hildreth 
7 
5 
4 

3 

2  John  Eldred. 
4  David  Stevens. 
6  " 

5 
4 
2 


Isaac  Gill. 

<»  41 

R.  Hammett  Tilley. 


Date. 


Name. 


1881  March  8  R.  Hammett  Tilley. 

1882  Feb.    14  William  F.  Spingler. 

1883  '      13  William  W.  Marvell. 

1884  "      12  William  J.  Huntingdon. 

1885  "  17 

1886  March  16 

1887  "       8  William  Hamilton. 

1888  "      13  Robert  S.  Franklin. 


1889 
1890 
,1891 


12  Andrew  T.  Wood. 
1  I.William  F.  Williamson. 
io1 


*  Held  over,  the  Master-elect  refusinK  to  »>e  installed. 


WESTERLY  COUNCIL,  U.  .  I).  .  WESTERLY. 

Dispensation  granted,  June  24,  1882,  to  James  Stillman,  J. 
Alonzo  Babcock,  William  Hoxsie,  Isaac  F.  Burdick,  Nathan  W. 
Lewis,  John  McDonald,  B.  Court  Bentley,  G.  G.  Stillman,  S.  F. 
Pendleton,  J.  M.  Pendleton,  Samuel  H.  Cross,  Azro  N.  Lewis, 
Charles  A  Bradford,  Edwin  A.  Schofield,  Reynolds  J.  Lilli- 
bridge,  James  Potter,  and  David  Sunderland  of  Howard  Coun- 
cil, No.  30,  and  Isaac  R.  Gavitt  of  Mystic  Council,  No.  29,  all 
of  Connecticut.  It  appointed  James  Stillman  to  be  T.\  I.-. 
Master;  J.  Alonzo  Babcock  to  be  Deputy  Master  and  Isaac  R. 
Gavitt  to  be  IV.  C.\  of  Work. 

The  Dispensation  was  returned  to  the  Grand  Council  at  its 
Annual  Assembly  March  12,  1883,  with  a  petition  for  a  charter. 
The  request  was  granted  and  the  Dispensation  continued.  The 
same  action  was  taken  at  the  Annual  Assemblies  of  1884,  1885 
and  1886.  At  the  Annual  Assembly  held  April  11  the  Dispen- 
sation was  revoked.  Circumstances  beyond  the  control  of  the 
members  prevented  it  from  doing  any  work,  and  it  was  in  con- 
sequence disbanded. 
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('■RAND  ENCAMPMENT  OF  KMGIITS  TEMPLARS 

AM)  THP. 

APPENDANT  ORDERS 
MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND. 

■ 


This  body  was  organized  by  a  convention  of  Knights  Tem- 
plars from  Saint  John's  Encampment  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
Boston  Encampment,  Saint  Paul's  Encampment  of  Newbury- 
port,  and  Darius  Council  of  Portland,  Maine,  which  assembled 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  May  6,  1805.  The  convention  adjourned 
to  May  13,  1805,  when  a  constitution  was  adopted  and  the  body 
organized  under  the  title  of  "The  Grand  Encampment  of 
Rhode  Island  and  the  jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging."  At 
this  time  Thomas  Smith  Webb  was  elected  Grand  Master.  At 
an  Assembly  held  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  March  3,  1806,  the  title 
was  changed  to  "The  United  States  Grand  Encampment." 
May  29,  1806,  a  second  constitution  was  adopted.  June  20, 
1823,  a  third  was  adopted  and  the  title  became  "The  Grand 
Encampment  of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders 
of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island."  In  1845  a  fourth  and  in 
i860  a  fifth  were  adopted.  In  1869  the  word  Commandery 
was  substituted  for  Encampment  in  the  title. 

The  title  of  the  presiding  officers  was  from  1805  General 
Grand  Master  ;  in  1816  it  was  Grand  Master,  and  in  1869  Grand 
Commander. 

The  Annual  Conclaves  were  held  in  May  under  the  first  two 
constitutions,  under  the  third  in  June,  under  the  fourth  in 
October,  and  in  i860  in  October,  with  a  semi-annual  in  May. 
These  Conclaves  are  called  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mander. 
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Date. 

Where  Held. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Grand  Commander. 


Commandcry. 


1805  May 

6 

1800 

1  t 

29 

1807 

»  4 

2S, 

1808 

t  « 

,2 

1809 

29 

1S10 

*  i 

31 

1811 

«  • 

27 

1812 

4  1 

28 

1813 

«  » 

27 

1814 

June 

1815 

26 

1816 

May 

1817 

June 

1818 

Oct. 

1819 

June 

s 

1820 

27 

1821 

28 

•  1 
<  • 


•  i 


Saint  John's. 


William  Wilkinson,  Prow,  R.  I.  Saint  John's. 


1822  " 

1823  " 
1824 

lS2V  " 

l820  " 

1527  " 

1528  44 
I829  " 

lS3<>  " 

l83l|  " 

1831  Dec. 

18-^2  " 

1833.  " 


Henry  Fowlc,  Host  on,  Mass  . 


■  • 


10  Providence  . . 

20  Boston  1  " 

28  Providence  . .  j     1 ' 

16  Jioston  

19  Providence  ..  John  Carlile,  Providence,  R.  I. 

28  Boston  

23  Providence  .  .  " 

17  Boston  ]  John  J.  Lorinjj,  Boston.  Mass. 

7 
30 

28 

26 

2o 


Boston. 


■  • 


•  1 


Saint  John's. 


Boston. 
>  • 


Robert  Lash,  Boston,  Mass. ..;  Boston. 
Edward  A.  Raymond,  Boston,) 

Boston. 


1  $34 

•  > 

3i 

>  • 

...... 

Eil ward  A 

.  Raymond, 

Boston, 

1835 

30 

•  > 

Abraham 

A.    1  >ame, 

Boston , 

1836 

•  » 

29 

• « 

Abraham 

A.  Dame. 

Boston, 

1837  " 

1838  " 

1839 

1540  Oct. 

1541  " 


Boston. 


22 


2(. 


1S42 
1841 
1 844 


24 


.... 


•  ■ 


John    Hews.  Cambridyeport, 

Mass    Boston. 

John    Hews,  Cambridge-port, 

Mass   " 

Charles    W.    Moore,  Boston, 

Mass   Boston. 

12  Providence  .  . :  (  hark  s    W.    Moore,  Boston, 

Mas-   " 

28  Boston  'Charles    W.    Moore,  Boston, 

Mass  

John  Mint,  Boston,  Mass   Boston. 


20 

2b 
II 


•  > 
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Date 


Where  Held. 


Grand  Commander. 


Commandery. 


1845  Oct.    14  Providence  ..  John   B.    Ilammatt,  Boston. 

i     Mass   Host  on. 

1846  "      28  Boston  jjohn   B.    Ilammatt,  Boston, 

!  Mass  

Ruel  Baker,  Boston,  Mass.  .  .  . ,  Boston. 

I  Boston. 


1847 
1848, 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 

1853 
1854 


>  > 


>  > 
•  < 


1855; 

1856 
1857 
185S 
1859 
1S60 
1861 
1862 
1863 

1S04 

1865  " 

1866  '* 
1807  " 

1 80S  " 

1869  " 

1870!  " 

1S71I  " 

1S72'  " 

1871;  " 
1874:  " 

»875  " 
1876  " 

1  0  /  y . 
187S:  " 

1S70'  " 

is  So!  *' 

I88I1  " 


18S2 
1SS3 


27 
IP 
10 

<> 

8 

13 
12 
II 


.  ■ 

i » 


Providence  .  . 
10  Boston 
s 


4  I 


Saint  John's. 


12 
21 

28 

3i 

25 


Providence  . . 
Boston  


1 « 
> » 


Providence  . 


John  R.  Bradford,  Boston,  Mass 
>•  i<  it 

<>  it  >< 

fames  Hutchison,  Prow,  R.  I. 
i  •  • »  •  i 

«»  <  t  t  < 

Simon  \V.  Robinson,  Lexing- 
ton, Mass  De  Molay. 

Simon  \V.  Robinson,  Lexing- 
ton, Mass  

Daniel  Harwood,  Boston,  Mass  Boston. 

Winslow  Lewis,  Boston,  Mass.  Boston. 

4  4  44  4«  «• 

William  Field,  Prow,  R.  I  Holy  Sepulchre. 

11        > «  ■  ■  .t 


29  Boston  William  Ellison.  Boston,  Mass  Boston. 

20  Providence  ..,  William  S.  Gardiner.  Newton, 

Mass  Pilgrim. 


20  Boston. 


27 
20 

30 


William  S.  Gardiner,  Newton, 

Mass  

Charles  H.  Titus,  Boston,  Mass  Saint  John's. 


30 


 William    W.    Baker,  Boston, 

Mass  Saint  Bernard 

  William    W.    Baker,  Boston, 

Mass  

29  Providence  . .  Benjamin  Dean,  Boston.  Mass.  Saint  Omer. 
28  Boston  

27  "    Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Prow,  R.  I.  Calvary. 

25  Providence  . 
31  Boston  

28  "    C  harles  A.  Stott,  Lowell,  Mass  Pilgrim. 

27  Providence  .. 

27  Boston   Henry  W.  Kugg,  Prow,  R.  I. 

of,  "  "  «' 

30 
31 

29 

28 


• « 


Saint  John's. 

4  k 

John  Dean,  Worcester.  Mass.    Worcester  County, 


20 


Nelson  W.  Aldrich,  Prow,  R.  I.  Calvary 
,  William  H.  Kent,  Charlcstown, 

Mass  .*  iCceur  de  Lion. 

William  H.  Kent,  Charlestown, 

Mass  

J  Caleb    Saunders,  Lawrence, 

,     Mass   Bethany. 
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!S02 
[802 
[803 
[8O4 
I805 
1806 
I807 
[808 

[S09 
l8io 
tSi 

LSI  2j 

,813; 

1814' 

181s 

l8lh 

[817 

:  S I S 

l8li) 

1S20 

182. 

1822 

1823 

18241 

t  82s 

1826 

1S27 

:S28 

1S2.) 

t83o 

1831 

|S32 
I833 

'*34 

1S30 
[8  3  7 

1840 
1841' 

;4-'i 
[S43 
IM4 

1*45! 


Datr. 


Name 


1 


Datr. 


Name. 


Aug.     2  Thomas  S.  Webb. 
Dec.  b 
5 
3 

1 

7 
5 
4 

3 
'» 
7 
6 

?  |ohn  Carlilc. 
4 '  •' 

2  "  " 

1  Samuel  Jackson.  2d. 
21  " 

6  " 

4  John  Carlile. 

3  " 

2  Samuel  fackson,  2d. 
j      . .  .  i 

h  " 

5  Asa  liosworth. 
4 

3  " 

1  I  esse  (.'lark. 

3  losiah  Whittaker. 
5  William  ( '.  Barker, 
lo  M..ses  Richardson. 

2  James  Salsbury. 
j  "   •  •  •  • 

_     . . 

3  I'ardon  i  lark. 
2  Samuel  Jackson,  2<l. 

u  " 

*  llarnev  Merrv. 

4  - 

2  Asa  liosworth. 
I  William  Field. 


I 


846  Dec 

*47 
848 
840 

SsO 

851: 
852 

S53 
Ss4 

s^> 

S57 

so* 

Ss-, 
Sbo 
Shi 

S62 

S63 
864 
Sh5 
Sho 
8h7 
868 
8*)-) 
870 
871 

^: 
-73' 

874 

87  = 
S70 

-77 
87s 

*7'> 
>  > 

s>  l 

ss2 

**3 
--4 

sS  ~ 

/ 

S-  s 
>s„ 


> » 


7  William  Field. 
13  Samuel  Jackson,  2d. 
4 
3 

2  William  C.  Barker. 
1  Cyrus  Fisher. 

6  " 

.     <<         • . 

4  James  Salsbury. 
3'  " 

1  " 

7  William  C.  Barker. 

6  " 

5  Oliver  Johnson. 

3  Charles  II .  Titus. 
2 
1 

7  John  Shepley. 

5  Daniel  Rounds,  Jr. 

4  Stitlman  White. 

3  Samuel  Ginnodo. 

2  A.  Crawford  Greene. 

.,'  at  H 

6  Spencer  P.  Read. 

5  James  II .  Allen. 

4  Henry  W.  Kugg. 

2  Alf*rt  H.  Cushman. 

1  Robert  F.  Dwelly. 

7  William  Jackson. 

6  Thomas  A.  Doyle. 

4  George  II.  Burnham. 

3  Newlon  I  >.  Arnold. 

2  Walter  B.  Vincent. 

1  William  E.  Husband. 

6  <  leorge  H.  Rhixles. 

5  Alfred  G.  Fierce. 

4  James  C.  I  .ester. 

3  Joseph  (  >.  F.arle. 

1  ( ieorge  1 ,.  Shepley. 

7  John  I  Icathcote. 

6  1  >arius  B  Davis. 

5  William  H.  Ferry. 
3 

2  Forrest  A.  Feck. 

1  George  W.  l'ettis. 
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WASHINGTON  COMMANDERY,  NO.  4,  K.\  T.\ 

NEWPORT. 

Organized  December  20,  181 2,  by  John  A.  Shaw,  Richard 
Merrill  and  William  Davis. 

The  body  was  self  constituted  by  a  committee  appointed  at  a 
meeting  of  eleven  Royal  Arch  Masons  held  November  30,  181 2, 
who  were  to  visit  New  York  and  procure  the  Orders. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  December  20, 1812,  when  the  three 
who  organized  the  body  conferred  the  Red  Cross  on  the  other 
eight  of  the  committee. 

The  Charter  was  granted  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Rhode  Island  June  7,  1814,  under  the  title  of 
Washington  Encampment.  This  Charter  was  destroyed  during 
the  interregnum.  In  January,  1852,  a  dispensation  was  issued 
to  reorganize  Washington  Encampment,  and  a  Charter  was 
granted  October  12,  1853.  October  29,  1869,  the  title  was 
changed  to  Washington  Commandery. 

The  Annual  Conclave  is  held  on  the  Third  Wednesday  in 
January  and  the  Regular  Conclaves  on  the  third  Wednesday  in 
each  month. 


i 


Date. 


1813  Jan. 

1814 


1814 


July 


l8l5|Sept. 
1816  


1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827I 

1828 


Jan. 


June 


10 
14 


Name. 


Feb.  17 


20 

19 
17 
17 
13 
17 
17 
17 


John  A.  Shaw. 


No  record. 
John  A.  Shaw. 
No  record. 


John  A.  Shaw. 

II  »4 


11 


i  . 
<< 


Stall. 

Stephen  A.  Robinson. 
<>  <• 

The    records  stopped 
when    the  Anti-Ma- 


Datc. 


Name. 


sonic  troubles  com- 
menced. Stephen  A. 
Robinson  must  have 
succeeded  Isaac  Stall 
as  Commander  in  1826 
and  held  office  until 
1830,  though  there  are 
no  records'  later  than 
1828.  There  was  an 
interregnum  in  the 
body  from  1828  to 
1 85 1,  when  the  body 
was  reorganized  with- 
out any  special  au- 
thority by  surviving 
members,  Stephen  De 
Blois  representing  the 
old  members,  Nathan 
H.  Gould,  created  in 
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1S51 


Aug;. 


1852  Dec. 

1853  Feb. 
I  S54  Jan. 

1854  Hec 
1  85  5 1  " 
1856  (\t. 
1S57 Jan. 
l8s8  Sept. 

«*5<>,  " 

1860  ( >ct. 

1861  Sept. 
1862 

[804 
[805 
I  Sob 
j8o; 
I 

I  8<m) 
187. 


Dale.  Name. 


Holy  Sepulchre,  and 
Kenzie  John  Stewart, 
of  Baltimore  Com. 
mandery.  Tlic  act 
was  not  recognized 
by  the  Grand  Com- 
manderv,  and  after  a 
long  struggle,  the  Com- 
mandery  surrendered 
to  the  (Irand  Com-1 
mandcrv  and  were  re-j 
constituted  by  then; 
February  2,  1853,' 
when  all  the  Sir 
Knights  who  had 
been  created  ild  in 
l     miniber)  were  healed. 

16  Stephen  1  >t HUds. 
23:  k' 

2  Ken/ie  fohn  Stewart. 
6      "  *« 
2b  Nathan  II.  Could. 

17  " 


V  |ohu  Fldred. 

4 

2! 

'<) 

•jo 

I'l 

1  r , 

»? 
21 

20 


1  • 
<  • 


> 


D.itr. 


1872  Sept. 

1873  " 

1874  .  .  . 


1875  Mav 
I87?  Sept. 


Niinic, 


18  Henry  ].  Hudson. 

17  " 
In    1S74    the  election 

was  protested  and  the 
(Irand  <  ommandery 
ruled  that  there  were 
no  legal  members  of 
the  l  onunandery  as 
none  had  signed  the 
By-I  .aws.  The  ('om- 
rnandery was  then  re- 
organized and  all  who 
had  been  Knighted 
were  allowed  to  sign 
the  By-Laws  and  a  new 
election  was  ordered, 
which  took  place  May 
13.  1875. 
13  William  [.  Underwood. 
1 5  " 

20  I  >avid  Stevens 
to  \\  illiain  ( lilpin. 

18  Robert  S.  Franklin. 
[  1  William  I ..  Stevens, 
ib  lohn  I'.  Sanborn. 
:i  " 

20  Robert  S.  Franklin. 
j<)  " 

17  William  II.  Cotton. 
16 

l'v-1  aws  changed  and 
the  Commander  held 
o\cr. 

I  r,  (  (verton  (.1.  1  .anjjlev. 
18 

id  William  II.  ( "olti m. 
1  5  John  H  .  Wet  her  ell. 
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HOLY  SEPULCHRE  COMMANDERY,  NO.  8,  K.\  TV. 

PAWTUCKET. 

Dispensation  granted,  December  9,  1847. 

Charter  granted,  October  10,  1848,  under  the  title  of  Holy 
Sepulchre  Encampment.  October  29,  1869,  title  changed  to 
Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery. 

Charter  dated  September  15,  1849. 

Constituted  within  the  body  of  the  Grand  Encampment  at 
Boston,  at  its  Annual  Assembly,  October  10,  1849. 

The  Annual  Conclave  is  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October 
and  the  Regular  Conclaves  on  the  third  Friday  in  the  month. 


1S48  Oct. 

1649  " 

1850  " 

f  S5  i  " 

I  $54  " 

.856  " 

lS57,  " 
1 858 


- 


59' 


i860 
I S  ( >  x 
l$<>2 

IS64 

I  -105 


- 

I 

■> 

/ 

12 

4 

10 

2 


Barney  Merry,  U.  D. 
William  Field  «as  elect- 
ed Commander  to  fill 
the  vacancy  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year 
caused  by  the  death  of 
Barnev  Merry. 
WilliamKield. 


•  ■ 


James  Hutchison. 
Alvin  lenks. 

William  Field. 

Claudius  15.  Famsworth. 
k  <  <■* 

,i  it 

. .  .  < 

Sy] vaiuis  <  'lapp. 


Nathan  1'.  Towne 
(  ;«M.r^r  A.  French. 

1  lorace  1  »aniels. 


1 866  Oct 
1867!  " 
1868 
1869 
1 S70 
1871 
1872 

1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 

1S77 
1878 

1879 
18  So 
1SS1 
18S2 
18S3 
1884 
18S5 
1886 
18S7 
1 S3S 
1889 
1 S90 


> 


Name. 


2  Horace  Daniels. 
I 

6  Bcla  V.  Clapp. 
5 


Edward  L.  1' reeman. 


1 

f) 

- 
1 

7 

5 

1 

> 
2 

7  James  M.  Bishop. 

6  Ciovis  H.  Bowen. 

5  Benjamin  G.  Perkins. 
4  Robert  W.  Morton. 

4  John  F.  Street. 

7  George  C.  Stillman. 


lohn  Scwell  Read. 

Fdwin  Clapp. 

Henry  A.  Pierce. 
•  >  .4 

George  A.  Sweet. 
William  R.  Walker. 


Waldo  Trescott. 
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CALVARY  COMMANDERY,  NO.  13,  K.\  TV. 

PROVIDENCE. 

Dispensation  granted,  November  9,  1859,  under  the  title  of 
Calvary  Encampment. 

Charter  granted  and  dated  May  22,  i860,  under  the  title  of 
Cavalry  Encampment,  which  was  changed,  October  29,  1869, 
to  Calvary  Commandery. 

Publicly  constituted,  January  2,  1861. 

Incorporated  at  the  January  Session,  1864. 

The  Annual  Conclave  is  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  Decem- 
ber and  the  Regular  Conclaves  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  each 
month. 


1859 
i860 

1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 


Nov. 
Dec. 


<  i 


Name. 


George  F.  Wilson. 
Henry  Butler. 


<> 
4 

3 
2 

I  Thomas  A.  Doyle. 

6  Levi  L.  Webster. 

5  William  B.  Blanding. 
Edwin  J.  Nightingale. 

3|Charles  R.  Dennis. 

1  James  M.  Pendleton. 

7  Thomas  Phillips,  Jr. 

6  Nelson  W.  Aldrich. 
5  John  P.  Luther. 

3  Henry  C.  Field. 

2  Isaac  H.  Saunders. 
1  Kugene  D.  Burt. 


Date. 


1875  Dec 

1876 

1877 
1878 
187c/ 

1880 

1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 

1885 

1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 

1890 


Name. 


7  Charles  R.  Brayton. 
5  Charles  B.  Webster. 

4  Samuel  G.  Stiness. 

3  Clinton  D.  Sellew. 

7  Horace  K.  Blanchard. 

5  Alvord  O.  Miles. 

4 1  Arthur  W.  Dennis. 

2  George  H.  Kenyon. 
1  Cyril  A.  Babcock. 

7  Eugene  Stevens. 

6  Albert  L.  Anthony. 

4  Horatio  Rogers. 

3  Henry  R.  Barker. 

2!  Spencer  B.  Hopkins. 
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WOONSOCKET  COMMANDERY,  NO.  23,  K.\  T. . 

WOONSOCKET. 

Dispensation  granted,  January  31,  1867. 
Charter  granted,  May  8,  1867. 
Constituted,  September  19,  1867. 

The  Annual  Conclave  is  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
October  and  the  Regular  Conclaves  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  each  month. 


Oct. 
•1 


1867  Jan. 
1868!  '* 
1869! 
1870 
1871 
1872 

1873 
1874 

1875 
1876 

1877 
1878 


•  < 
»« 


6  Emerson  Goddard. 
14  Ira  W.  Arnold. 
16  Stafford  W.  Razee. 

11  Francello  G.  Jillson. 
10  Moses  P.  Roberts. 

8  Walter  E.  Parker. 

14 

13  Lebbeus  C.  Tourtellott. 

12  Edwin  Aldrich. 
10;  *• 

g'Stephen  N.  Lougee. 

81     "  ' 


3 


1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 

!i883 
1884 
'1885 
I  1886 

:  1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 


Oct. 

Nov. 

Oct. 


Date. 


Dec. 
Oct. 

« ■ 


14 

9 
11 

10 


Name. 


Amos  A.  Pevey. 

Amos  A.  Sherman. 

Edward  E.  Newell. 
11 


9  Samuel  S.  White. 
14  Alphonso  W.  Huclcland. 

13!  " 

12  Charles  E.  Thomas. 

13  " 

9  Seth  S.  Getchell. 

151  " 

14  '* 


>  1 


NARRAGANSETT  COMMANDERY,  NO.  27,  K.\  T.-. 

WESTERLY. 

Dispensation  granted,  June  21,  1869. 
Charter  granted,  May  27,  1870. 
Constituted,  September  26,  1870. 

The  Annual  Conclave  is  held  on  the  second  Monday  in  Jan- 
uary and  the  Regular  Conclaves  on  the  second  Monday  in  each 
month. 
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Date. 


Name. 


1 869  June 


1870 
1871 
1872 

1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 

1879 
1880 


May 
Jan. 


21  J 
27 


9 

S 


M.  Pendleton. 
George  G.  Stillman. 


X3iAzro  N.  Lewis. 

12  " 

11  James  M.  Pendleton. 
10  J.  Alonzo  Babcock. 
8  Robert  F.  I-atimer. 
14  44 

13  Alva  A.  Crandall. 

12,  44 


2 
> 


1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1 891 


Date. 


Jan.  10 


Name. 


James  W.  Pollette. 
John  Evans. 
Albert  H.  Spicer. 


% 

14 

12'Thomas  V.  Stillman. 
II  44 

10  Solomon  C.  Burdick. 
<<  •« 

14  B.  Court  Bentley. 
<>        4  < 


13 
12 


William  M.  Groton. 
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GENERAL  GRAND  BODIES. 


GENERAL  GRAND  CHAPTER   OF   ROYAL  ARCH 
MASONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  first  convention  to  form  a  Grand  Chapter  was  held  in 
Mason's  Hall,  Boston,  Mass.,  Wednesday,  October  24,  1797,  by 
committees  from  Saint  Andrew's  Chapter  of  Boston,  Temple 
Chapter  of  Albany  and  Newburyport  Chapter.  Of  this  con- 
vention Thomas  Smith  Webb  was  chosen  chairman. 

The  second  convention  was  held  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  January 
24-28,  1798,  by  delegates  from  Saint  Andrew's  Chapter,  No.  1, 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  (1769)  King  Cyrus  Chapter,  No.  2,  of  New- 
buryport, Mass.,  (1790)  Providence  Chapter,  No.  2,  of  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.,  (1793)  Solomon  Chapter  of  Derby,  Conn.,  (1794) 
Franklin  Chapter,  No.  4,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  (1796)  Franklin 
Chapter,  No.  6,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  (1795)  Hudson  Chap- 
ter, No.  6,  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  (1796)  Temple  Chapter,  No.  5, 
of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  (1797)  and  Horeb  Chapter,  No.  7,  of  Whites- 
town,  N.  Y.,  (1797— extinct). 

January  26,  1798,  a  constitution  was  adopted  under  the  title 
of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  Northern  States  of 
America,  and  the  first  board  of  officers  was  elected.  This  con- 
stitution also  provided  that  the  first  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  should  be  held  in  Middletown,  in  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut, on  the  third  Wednesday  of  September  next  ensuing,  and 
thereafter  once  in  every  two  years  at  such  place  as  might  be 
chosen. 

In  January,  1799,  the  meeting  was  held  in  Providence,  R.  I., 
and  the  constitution  revised ;  it  provided  that  the  election 
should  be  held  "  on  the  second  Thursday  in  January,  A.  D. 
1799,  and  in  every  seventh  year  thereafter,  for  which,  and 
other  purposes,  the  General  Grand  Chapter  shall  meet  septen- 
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nially,  in  the  city  of  Middletown,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
on  the  second  Thursday  in  January." 

January  9,  1806,  the  constitution  was  again  amended,  chang- 
ing the  title  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  for  the  United  States  of  America,  and  providing  for 
the  sessions  septennially  on  the  second  Thursday  in  Septem- 
ber, dating  from  1805,  and  at  such  place  as  might  be  appointed. 

On  account  of  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  country  in  1812 
no  meeting  was  held,  and  a  special  one  in  lieu  thereof  was  held 
in  1816.  In  1826  the  constitution  was  changed  so  as  to  hold 
the  meetings  triennially.  In  1832  on  account  of  cholera  the 
meeting  was  held  in  November.  At  this  session  they  changed 
the  time  of  meeting  to  the  first  Monday  in  December.  In  1838 
the  time  was  again  changed  to  the  second  Tuesday  of  Septem- 
ber. In  1859  the  definite  time  was  stricken  out  and  the  time 
fixed  at  each  meeting.  In  1889  the  year  was  changed,  dating 
from  1 89 1  every  three  years. 

The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  was  a  con- 
stituent of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  its  organization,  and 
so  continued  until  1859.  During  the  Civil  War  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  became  dormant  and  at  its  resuscitation  in  1865 
Rhode  Island  refused  to  take  part  and  declared  her  independ- 
ence. Since  1859  no  obligation  has  been  taken  by  any  Royal 
Arch  Mason  in  Rhode  Island  to  "support  and  maintain  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Constitution,"  and  to  this  day  the  Grand 
Chapter  declares  and  maintains  her  independence  as  a  Sovereign 
Grand  Body. 

Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia  never  were  alle- 
giant  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  Texas  maintains  the 
same  attitude  towards  it  as  does  Rhode  Island.  All  the  re- 
maining Grand  Chapters  in  the  United  States,  forty  in  number, 
are  allegiant  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 
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GENERAL  GRAND  COUNCIL  OF  ROYAL  AND  SELECT 
MASTERS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Previous  to  the  formation  of  this  body  conventions  were  held 
in  New  York  city  June  12,  1872,  June  11,  1873,  New  Orleans 
November  30,  1874,  and  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  20,  1877. 
The  body  was  organized  at  Detroit,  August  23,  1880.  A  con- 
stitution was  adopted,  which  when  ratified  by  nine  Grand 
Councils  was  to  become  operative.  February  23,  1881,  it  was 
announced  that  the  Grand  Councils  of  New  York,  Minnesota, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Maryland,  Tennessee,  Massachusetts,  Alabama 
and  Louisiana  had  ratified  it,  and  on  March  1,  188 1,  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Master,  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  issued  a  circular  to 
that  effect  to  the  officers  elect,  and  also  announced  that  South 
Carolina  had  also  adopted  the  constitution. 

The  first  session  of  the  body  was  held  in  Denver,  Colorado, 
August  14,  1883,  at  which  time  eighteen  Grand  Councils  had 
given  in  their  adhesion. 

The  second  session  was  held  in  Washington,  D.  C,  Septem- 
ber 28,  1886,  with  a  constituency  of  nineteen  Grand  Councils. 

The  third  session  was  held  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  November 
19,  1889,  with  a  constituency  of  twenty  Grand  Councils. 

The  fourth  session  was  held  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  January 
21,  1 89 1,  with  the  same  number  of  constituents. 

The  fifth  session  was  held  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  August  21, 
1894,  with  the  same  number  of  constituents,  and  with  Subor- 
dinate Councils  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  Arizona,  Colorado, 
Indian  Territory,  New  Mexico,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota, 
Utah  and  Washington. 

The  sessions  are  held  triennial!)'. 
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Date. 


i88o'Aug. 

I883I  " 

1886  Sept. 
1889  Nov. 
1891  July 
1 894' Aug. 


General  Grand  Master. 


Residence. 


23  Josiah  H.  Drummond  Portland,  Maine. 

14! George  M.  Osgoodby   Buffalo,  N.  V. 

29  George  J.  I'inkard  New  Orleans,  La. 

19  George  \V.  Cooley  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

22  Orestes  A.  B.  Senter  1  Columbus,  Ohio. 

22  John  W.  Coburn  I  New  York,  N.  Y. 


GRAND  ENCAMPMENT  OF  KNIGHTS  TKMPI.ARS  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 


The  General  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  was 
formed  at  a  convention  holden  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  on  the  20th  and  21st  days  of  June,  1816,  consisting 
of  delegates  of  Knights  Companions  from  eight  Councils  and 
Encampments  of  Knights  Templars  and  Appendant  Orders,  viz: 

Boston  Encampment....   Boston,  Mass. 

Saint  John's  Encampment   Providence,  R.  I. 

Temple  Encampment  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Montgomery  Encampment  Stillwater,  N.  Y. 

Saint  Paul's  Encampment  Newburyport,  Mass. 

Newport  Encampment  Newport,  R.  I. 

Darius  Council  Portland,  Maine. 

When  a  constitution  was  adopted  and  officers  chosen. 

In  1856  the  title  was  changed  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States.  The  title  of  the  presiding  officer  up  to  that 
time  was  General  Grand  Master,  since  then  Grand  Master. 
The  Stated  Meeting  occurs  triennially,  the  time  being  selected 
in  Grand  Committee. 
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STATISTICS  OF  SUBORDINATE  LODGES. 


COM  I'll. F.I)  PRINCIPALLY  BY  DKCADKS. 
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I.5I74 
3.335 
4.039 
3.917 

4,062 

4.275 


u 

8. 

! 
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163 
144 
143 
150 

79 
95 
92 
128 
114 
110 
114 
"5 


i 

it 

a 
x 
=  * 

"g  ? 

J;  >» 


se 

3l  ■ 

^  »  c 

5  £  a 

.«  v  - 

^  E  S 

c 

"5  •** 
> 


312 
443 
493 
64* 
496 


$100. 00 2 
150.00 

3M-58 
lg.84 
18.84 
6g.86 

13-97* 
558.01 

1392.48 
3477-8? 
3212.93  . 
3028.54 


1  Royal  Arch  Masons  reported  March  10,  1891  2,106 

7  Royal  and  Select  Masters  reported  April  14,  1891  1.049 

7  Knights  Templars  'reported  October  30,  1 891  1,439 


1  Under  Lodges  enrolled  arc  given  the  gross  number  of  Charters  issued. 

*  Where  there  are  no  data  careful  estimates  have  been  made. 

*  There  are  no  means  by  which  we  can  account  for  the  loss  of  membership  from  18 jr.  to  i860: 

it  must  have  occurred  during  the  anti-Masonic  times.    Very  meagre  returns  were  made 
for  thirty  years. 
4  These  figures  include  all  Masons. 

*  This  sum  was  due  to  the  Grand  Treasurer. 

*  The  deaths  in  the  year  1800  were  6*  ;  in  1801,  49. 
'  From  the  records  of  the  (.rand  Bodies. 

»  In  Rhode  Island  only. 
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Alabama  

Arizona  

Arkansas  

British  Columbia  

California  

Canada  

Cuba  

Colorado  

Connecticut  

Delaware  

District  of  Columbia. 

Fngland  
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Kentucky  
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Richard  C.  Lewi*  Washington. 
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New  Brunswick  
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South  Carolina  
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West  Virginia  

Wisconsin  
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........ 
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. .  New  (  >rlcans. 

.  Sat  o. 
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W.\  Kugene  P.  Robertson  Albion. 
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R.\  WV.  Joseph  F.  Bennett  Manchester. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  GRAND  LODGE. 

The  first  proceedings  printed  were  issued  in  1814  in  octavo 
form  ;  those  from  1815  to  1818  in  royal  octavo  ;  those  from  1819 
to  1832  in  octavo  ;  1833-4-5  in  121110.  Those  of  1833  contain 
the  Declaration  of  the  "  Freemasons  of  Rhode  Island  "  (in  re- 
lation to  the  Morgan  affair)  signed  by  634— two-thirds  of  the 
entire  membership  in  the  State.  Those  of  1835  contain  an  ab- 
stract of  two  pages  and  an  address  delivered  before  the  Grand 
Lodge  ;  1836  to  1840  inclusive  were  never  printed.  From  1841 
to  1 85 1  they  are  in  i2mo.  form  ;  1S4 1-2-3-4  were  printed  separ- 
ately ;  1845  anc*  1846,  also  1847  and  1848,  in  one  ;  1849  separately, 
and  1S50-51  in  one.  Since  1852  the  proceedings  have  been 
printed  in  octavo  form  ;  those  from  1852  to  1855  in  one  book  ; 
and  all  since  have  been  issued  yearly.  A  portion  of  the  early 
records  have  been  reprinted  in  octavo  form  — Volume  I,  from 
organization,  1791,  to  June  24,  1820;  Volume  II  is  now  in  the 
press.  When  completed  it  will  bring  the  report  up  to  a  quite 
recent  date. 

(.RAND  CONSTITUTIONS. 

The  first  one,  that  of  1 79 1 ,  published  only  in  the  reprint  ; 
those  of  1802,  1808,  1826  and  1848  in  1 21110.  form;  those  of 
1859,  1865,  1872  and  1879  in  octavo  form.  A  second  edition  of 
the  1879  with  amendments  was  published  in  1889. 

BURIAL  OFFICES. 

These  have  all  been  printed  separately,  and  are  all  in  iCmo. 
form.  The  dates  are  1791,  1864  (in  four  editions),  1885,  a  new 
service  also  printed  in  the  Trestleboard. 
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MONITORS. 

The  Trestleboard,  small  octavo,  1 89 1 ,  muslin.  The  work  con- 
tains all  the  services  adopted  by  Grand  Lodge.  This  is  the  only 
Monitor  ever  published  by  Grand  Lodge.  A  limited  edition 
with  wide  margins,  octavo,  was  also  published  at  the  same  time, 
having  the  Constitutions  of  1889  bound  with  it. 

PROCEEDINGS  OK  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER. 

Early  proceedings,  save  1826,  not  published  ;  1845  to  1851  in 
i2mo.  (those  since  in  octavo)  ;  those  for  1845,  1846  and  1847  ; 
for  1848,  1849  and  1850  ;  for  185  1  and  1852  ;  for  1853  to  1855  ; 
for  1856  to  1858;  for  1859  to  1862;  for  1864  and  1865;  for 
1866  to  1868  ;  for  1872  to  1874;  for  1875  and  1876;  for  1S80 
and  1 88 1  ;  and  for  1882  and  1883,  are  respectively  published  to- 
gether.   Since  1884  they  have  been  published  annually. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  GRAND  COUNCIL. 

These  have  all  been  published  in  octavo  form  as  follows  : 
From  organization  in  i860  to  1866;  from  1867  to  1869;  for 
1870  to  1875  ;  for  1876  to  1880  ;  for  1881  to  1883  ;  for  1884  to 
1886;  for  1887  to  1889;  and  for  1890  to  1892,  are  respectively 
published  together. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MASS.   AND  R.  I. 

It  commenced  the  publication  of  its  proceedings  annually  in 
octavo  form  in  1864,  and  also  published  that  year  a  second 
pamphlet  containing  its  history  and  edicts.  Before  that  it  had 
published  only  its  constitutions  a  few  times,  and  its  Proceedings 
in  1840.  In  1875  it  published  its  Proceedings  from  its  organi- 
zation to  1863  (8vo.,  pp.  293). 
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